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PREFACE

In 1925 that indefatigable American collector, William
Randolph Hearst, returned from Europe with a characteristic
trophy: portions of a complete twelfth-century abbey stored in
boxes and numbered for easy reassembly. Unfortunately, in
passing through customs these boxes became disarranged, and
what had been an abbey church was instantly transformed into
an unusable pile of stones. Hearst placed them all in storage,
and that is where they still were when their owner died in 1953.
They were then purchased by a private company which under-
took to reassemble them, and which, after a considerable effort,
managed to do so. The abbey today is a parish church on the
outskirts of Miami. No one who has studied the so-called
‘Arian’ controversy can contemplate so unguided a success
without sympathy, for the two enterprises are in many ways
similar—with this exception, that those who were reconstruct-
ing the abbey knew they had all the parts!

The same cannot be said of those studying Arius or his
successors. In the century and a half separating us from
Newman’s drians of the Fourth Century there has been an
enormous revival of interest in Arius and ‘Arianism’;' but one
that has been more notable for its volume than its unity. It is
not quite true to say (to paraphrase an eighteenth-century
author) that there are tot ferve theoriae, quot sunt auctoves,* but
even when there is agreement as to the identity of the ‘stones’,
there is very often none as to where we should put them. It is
this sense of lacking a map that lies behind the present study—
not exactly Omar Khayyam’s sense that he always left by the
same door he came in, but rather frustration that visits to
‘Doctor and Saint’ should be so consistently inconclusive. The
only way forward that really seemed open was the original

! For recent works relating to Arius and his followers sce below chap. 3, nn.
31-2.

* J. Garnier et al. (eds.), Basil, Eun. 1 (PG 29. 497, n. 51): ‘[There are]
almost as many theories as writers’.
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sources themselves. So, without quite realizing what was
involved, T decided to read as many of them as possible with as
fresh an eye as possible. I was particularly determined to try
to read the losers as thinkers in their own right, and not just
as foils for their opponents. Whether 1 was successful or not,
I will leave for the reader to judge, but 1 did find myself
repeatedly brought up against the same two questions: who
were these people talking to, and why did they think it was all so
immensely important?

It is easier to pose such questions than to answer them,
especially as we are so much better informed about the later
stages of the controversy than the earlier. When Italian moun-
taineers are confronted with a particularly difficult peak, they
are said to call the foothold from which they approach it as their
pou sto—almost literally their ‘stand-point'—a secure place
from which to approach an otherwise insurmountable task. It
seemed clear that to try to approach these questions fruitfully
we needed a pou sto, a fixed point from which to approach the
whole. For, while the controversy sparked by Arius ultimately
did come to embrace almost the entire Mediterranean world, it
started as a clash of individuals. The best place to look for a pou
sto, then, seemed to be with a single individual, and not with one
of the victors. That considerably narrowed the field, but of all
who might have been considered, one of the most attractive was
Eunomius, the former bishop of Cyzicus. Not only do his works
survive in comparative abundance, but he was attacked with
almost equal vehemence by both sides, which makes him valu-
able from either point of view. The study which follows, then,
is devoted to Eunomius of Cyzicus, but with at least one eye
cocked to those parts of the mountain visible from this
particular pou sto.

Since, then, this work is structured around a life, it is written
as a continuous narrative, with theoretical details and wider
currents of thought added as they occur. The original sources
underlying it are indicated as fully as possible in the notes,
which thereby form a kind of ‘under-book’. My goal through-
out was to try to read these sources as attentively and without
presupposition as possible. Clearly, I have not always
succeeded, but to the extent that I have, I can hope to have
made the slopes of the mountain a little less formidable to those
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who approach them, and perhaps a little more comprehensible
as well.

No study of this kind is undertaken without the encourage-
ment and help of others. Any complete list would add to an
already unwieldy text, but some at lcast must be given special
mention. In particular I would like to thank Prof. Maurice
Wiles for his kind encouragement over many years of composi-
tion, and my own monastic community for their patience in
support of an enterprise which has had to be sandwiched in
amongst much other work. I hope the reader will find it useful
to read; there is no doubt that the author found it instructive to
write.

R.P.V.
Incarnation Priory, Berkeley






CONTENTS

Abbreviations

. Gentleman
. Craftsman of Words
. Ariomaniac

I
2
3
4.
5
6.
7

Logic Chopper

. Courtier
. Prelate
. Exile

8. Troglodyte

Conclusion: Heretic

Appendix
Index

12
30
79

148

201

267

312

364
383
397



ABBREVIATIONS

A. ANCIENT AUTHORS AND WORKS

* = Works that are certainly or probably spurious.

Acac. Cacs., Fr. Marcell.

Fr. Rom.

Adamantius, Dial.
Aetius, £p. Mazona

Exp.
Fr.
Synt.
Alex. Al., Ep. Alex.

Ep. encycl.
Ambrose, Auxent.

Ep.
id.
Anast. S., Monoph.

Ar. Ign.
Annunt.

C. Orth. et Maced.

Comm. in Le.
id.

Fr. Theol.

Haer.

Hom. Sollemn.

Fob

Sud.

Lect.

Acacius of Caesarea, Fragmenta contra
Marcellum

Fragmenta in Epistulam ad Romanos:
Pauluskommentare aus der griechischen
Kirche, ed. Karl Staab (Miinster:
Aschendorff, 1933)

Adamantius, Dialogus de Recta in Deum
Fide

Aetius Antiochenus, Epistula ad Mazona
Tribunum

Expositio Patricii et Aetii

Fragmenta Epistularum

Syntagmation

Alexander of Alexandria, Epistula ad
Alexandrum Constantinopolitanmsm
Epistula Encyclica

Ambrose, Sermo contra Auxentium de
Basilicis tradendis

Epistulae

De Fide ad Gratianum Augustum
Anastasius  Sinaita, Contra Mona-
physitas testimonia

Arianus [gnotus, an anonymus ‘Arian’
Homilia in Annuntiationem BV M
Contra Orthodoxos et Macedonianos
Commentarii in Lucam

Instructio Verae Fidei

Fragmenta Theologica

Contra Hereticos

Homiliae de Sollemnitatibus
Commentarii in Job

Contra Iudacos

De Lectionibus Sanctorum Evangeliorum



Pag.

Sermo
Aristotle, Cat.
Arius, Ep. Alex.

Ep. Const.
Ep. Eus.
#*Ast. Soph., Ps.

Ath.

Apol. Const.
Apol. Sec.
*Apoll.

Ar.

Decr.

*Dial. Trin.
Dion.

*Disp.

Ep. Adelph.
Ep. Aeg. Lib.
Ep. Afr.

Ep. Encyel.
Ep. Fest.

Ep. Jov.

Ep. Mon.
Ep. Mort. Ar.
Ep. Serap
Fr.

Fug.

Gent.

H. Ar.
Hom.in Mt. 11: 27

Inc.

Abbreviations xi

Contra paganos

Sermo Artanorim

Aristotle, Categoriae

Arius, Epistula ad Alexandvum Alexand-
yinum

Epistula ad Constantinum

Epistula ad Eusebium Nicomediensem
(Ps.-)Asterius  Sophista, Commen-
tariorum in  psalmos quae supersunt:
Asterii Sophistae Commentariorum in
psalmos  quae supersunt, ed. Marcel
Richard (Oslo: A. W. Bregger, 1956).
Athanasius:  Athanasius’ Werke, ed.
H.-G. Opitz (Berline and Leipzig:
‘Walter de Gruyter, 1935 {T.), ii. and iii.
Apologia ad Constantium

Apologia Secunda contva Arianos

De Incarnatione contra Apollinarem
Ovationes adversus Arianos

De Decretis Nicaenae Synodi

De Trinitate Dialogi

De Sententia Dionysii

Disputatio cum Ario in Synodo

Epistula ad Adelphium

Epistula ad episcopos Aegypti et Libyae
Epistula ad Afros Episcopos

Epistula Encyclica

Epistulae Festivales

Epistula ad Fovianum

Epistula ad Monachos

Epistula ad Serapionem de Morte Arii
Epistulae ad Serapionem

Fragmenta varia

Apologia de Fuga Sua

Contra Gentes: Athanasius, Contra
Gentes and De Incarnatione, ed. R. W.
Thomson (Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1971).

Historia Avianorum ad Monachos
Howmilia in illud, ‘Omnia mihi tradita
sunt’

De Incarnatione: Athanasius, Contra
Gentes and De Incarnatione, ed. R. W.



xii LEunomius of Cyzicus

Inc.etc. Ar.
Index Fest.
*Serm. Fid.
Syn.
Tom.
*Trin. et Spir.
V. Anton.
Ath. Anazarbenus, Ep.

Fr.
Athenag., Leg.

Res.
Aug., Civ.

Coll. Max.
Conf.
Trin.
Auxentius, Exp. Fid.
Auxentius Dorostorensis,
Ep.
Basil, Ep.

Hex.
Eun.
Spir.
*Virg.
Basil Anc., Virg.
Cat. Gen.
CAP
Chron. Pasch.
Chrys., Anom.
*BVM

*lom. Anom.
Hom. Div.
Hom. in Heb.
Hom. tn Mt.

Thomson (Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1971).

De Incarnatione et contra Arianos

Index Epistularum Festivalium

Sermo Major de Fide

De Synodis

Tomus ad Antiochenos

De Trinitate et Spivitu Sancto

Vita Antonii

Athanasius of Anazarbus, Fragmentum
Epistulae ad Alexandrum Alexandyinum
Fragmentum Epistulae

Athenagoras, Legatio: ed. W. R.
Schoedel (Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1972).

De Resurrectione: cd. W. R. Schoedel
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1972).
Augustine, De Cizitate Det
Paganos

Collatio cum Maximino
Confessionum Libri

De Trinitate

Auxentius of Milan, Expositio Fidei
Auxentius of Dorostorum, Epistula

contra

Basil the Great, Epistulae: Lettres, ed.
Yves Courtonne (Paris: Société d'Edi-
tion ‘Les belles lettres’, 1957), 3 vols.
Homiliae in Hexaémeron

Aduversus Eunomium

Liber de Spivitu Sancto

De Virginitate

Basil of Ancyra, De Virginitate

Catena in Genesim

Collectanea Antiariana Parisina
Chronicon Paschale

John Chrysostom, Contra Anomoeos
Contra Haereticos et in Virginem
Deiparem

Homiliae Anomoeanae

Homiliae Diversae

Homiliae in Epistula ad Hebraeos
Homiliae in  Evangelio  Secundum



Incomprehens.
Fob
Oppugn.

*Opus Imperf.

Virg.
Clement, Strom.
Cod. Theod.

Const., Ep. Alexand.
Ep. Alex. et Ar.
Ep. Ar.

Ep. Nicom.

Const. App.

Concilia

C. Anc. (358)
Ep. Syn.

C. Ant. (325)
Ep.

C. Ant. (341)
Can.

C. Aquileia
Gesta

C. Arim.
Decr.
Ep. Syn.

CCP (381)
Can.

Abbreviations Xiii

Matthaeum

De Incomprehensibili Dei Natura
Commentarii in Job

Aduversus Oppugnatores Vitae Monasti-
cae

Opus Imperfectum in Matthaeum

De Virginitate

Clement of Alexandria, Stromateis
Codex 'T'heodosianus: Theodosiani Libri
XVI, ed. 'Th. Mommsen and P. Myer
(Berlin: Weidmann, 1903), 2 vols.
Constantine, Epistula ad Alexandrinos
Epistula ad Alexandrum et Avium
Epistula ad Arium et socios eius

Epistula ad Nicomedienses

Constitutiones Apostolorum: Did,

et Constitutiones Apostolorum, ed. F.-X.
Funk (Paderborn, 1903), 2 vols.
Councils

Council of Ancyra (358)

Epistula synodica

Council of Antioch (325)

Epistula

Council of Antioch (341)

Canones

Council of Aquileia (381)

Gesta Episcoporum  Aquileia adversum
Haereticos Arrianos

Council of Ariminum

Decretum

Epistula Synodica Anti-Nicena

Council of Constantinople (381)
Canones

Epistula

Council of Gangra

Canones

Epistula Synodica

Council of Nicaca

Epistula

Council of Seleucia (359)

Epistula Legatorum

Council of Serdica (Philippopolis)
Epistula ad Alexandrinos




xiv

Ep. Cath.

Ep. Const.

Ep. lul.

Ep. Syn. Orient.
Cyril, Dial. Trin.

Thes.
Cyril H.

Catech.

Procatech.
Damasc., Artem.

Haer.
Damasus, Ep.
Didymus, Spir.

*Trin.

Dio Chrysostom, Or.

DL

Doct. Patr.
Epiph., Anc.
Haer.
Mens.
Ephraim, Nis.
Eunapius, V'S
Eun., 4pol.
A4
LF
Fr.
Eus., Chron.
DE
E.Th.
Ep. Alex.

Ep. Caes.
HE

Is.
Marecell.

Lunomius of Cyzicus

Epistula Catholica

Epistula ad Constantium Imperatorem
Epistula ad Tulium Papam

Epistula Synodica Orientalium

Cyril of Alexandria, De Trinitate
Dialogi

Thesaurus de Trinitate

Cyril of Jerusalem: S. Patris Nostri
Cyrilli  Hievosolymorum  Archiepiscopi
Opera Quae Supersunt Ommnia, ed. G. C.
Reischel and J. Rupp (Munich: Sumti-
bus Librariae Lentnerianae, 1848), 2
vols.

Catecheses [lluminandorum

Procatechesis

John of Damascus, Vita Artemii

Liber de Haeresibus

Damasus of Rome, Epistulae

Didymus of Alexandria, De Spiritu
Sancto

De Trinttate

Dio Chrysostom, Orationes

Diogenes Laertius, De Clarorum Philo-
sophorum Vitis

Doctrina Patrum de Incarnatione Verbi
Lpiphanius, Aucoratus

Aduversus Haereses

De Mensuris et Ponderibus

Ephraim Syrus, Carmina Nisibena
Eunapius, Vitae Sophistarum
LEunomius, Liber Apologeticus

Apologia Apologiae

Expositio Fidei

Fragmenta

Eusebius of Caesarea, Chronicon
Demonstratio Evangelica

De Ecclesiastica Theologia

Epistula ad Alexandrum  Episcopum
Alexandriae

Epistula ad Caesarienses

Historia Ecclesiastica

Commentarius in Isatam

Contra Marcellum




PE
vc
TEus. Nic., Ep. Paulin.

Libell.
Eustathius, Fr.in

Prov.8: 22
TEvagrius, HE

Faustinus, T¥in.

Gennadius, Vir. Inlus.

George Alex.,
Ep. Alex.

Geo. Laod.
Ep. Alex.

Ep. Dogm.
Geo. Mon., Chron.

Germinius, Ep. Ruf.
Grg. Naz., Carm.
Ep.

Or.
Grg. Nyss.

Apoll.
Cant.
Conf.

Deit.
Eun.

Fid.
Flacill.

Hom. Opif.
Laud. Bas.

Abbreviations XV

Praeparatio Evangelica

De Vita Constantini

Eusebius of Nicomedia, Epistula ad
Paulinum Tyrium

Libellus Poenitentiae

Fustathius of Antioch, Fragmenta in
illud, ‘Dominus Creavit me’

Evagrius
Ecclesiastica
Faustinus, De Trinitate

Gennadius, De Viris Tnlustvibus

George of Alexandria (Cappadocia),
Epistula ad Alexandrinos

George of Laodicaea

Fragmentum Epistulae ad Alexandrum
Alexandyimum

Epistula Dogmatica

Scholasticus, Historia

Georgius  Monachus  (Hamartolus),
Chronographia

Germinius of Sirmium, Epistula ad
Rufianum

Gregory of Nazianzus, Carminum libri
duo

Epistulae: Lettres, ed. Paul Gallay (Paris:
Soci¢te d’Edition ‘les belles lettres’,
1967}, 2 vols.

Orationes

Gregory of Nyssa: W. Jaeger, Gregorit
Nysseni Opera (Leiden, E. J. Brill,
1921 ff.).

Aduversus Apollinarem

Homiliae in Canticum Canticorum
Refutatio Confessionis Funomii (= Eun.,
vulg. IT)

De Deilate Filii et Spivitus Sancti
Lpistulae

Contra Eunomium: all references are to
the znd edn. (1960) =7

De Fide ad Simplicium

Orvatio funebris in Flacillam Impera-
tricem
De Hominis Opificio

In Laudem Basilii fratris




xvi

Maced.

Or. Catech.

Paup. 1,2

Trin.

Usur.

V. Macr.

V. Mos.
Heracl.
Hieron., Chron.

Ep.

Fo. Hier.

Lucif.

Vig.

Viy. Inlus.
Hilary, Auxent.

Const.

Fr. Hist.

Lib. Const.

Syn.

Trin.
Hist. Aceph.
Hom. Clem.

lamblichus, Myst.

Ignat., (Ps.-).

Ant.

Eph.

Her.

Magn.

Phil.

Philad.

Polye.

Smyrn.

Trall.
Isidore, Ep.
Jo. Mal., Chron.
Julian Imp., 4th.

Ep.

Eunomius of Cyzicus

De Spiritu Sancto contra Macedonianos
Oratio Catechetica Magna

De Pauperis Amandis

Ad Eustathium de Sancta Trinitate
Contra Usurarios

De Vita Macvinae

De Vita Mosis

Altercatio Heracliani

Jerome, Chronicon

Epistulae

Contra Iohannem Hierosolymitanum
Altercatio Luciferiani et Orthodoxi
Contva Vigilantium

De Viris Inlustribus

Hilary, Contra Auxentium

In Constantium

Fragmenta Historica

Liber II Ad Constantium

De Synodis

De Trinitate

Historia Acephala

The Clementine Homilies

Tamblichus, De ﬂdystems Aeg}ptzomm
Les Mystéres d’Egypte, ed. Ed uard des
Places, S] (Paris: Société d’ Todition ‘les
belles lettres’, 1966).

Pseudo-Ignatius: The Apostolic Fathers,
2nd edn., ed. J. B. Lightfoot (L.ondon,
1889—90}, 5 vols.

Ad Antiochenos

Ad Ephesios

Ad Heronem

Ad Magnesios

Ad Philippenses

Ad Philadelphios

Ad Polycarpum

Ad Smyrnaeos

Ad Trallianos

Isidore of Pelusium, Epistulae

Joannes Malalas, Chronographia

The Emperor Julian, FEpistula ad
Athenienses

Epistulae



Gal.

Mis.

Or.
Julian, Fob

Justin, Apol.

Dial.

Libanius,

Ep.

Or.
Marcellus, Fr.
Marius V., Ep. Cand.

Maximinus, Comment.

Nemesius, Nat. Hoin.

Nicetas, Thes.

Olympiodorus, Job

Or., Cels.
Comm. in Mt.
Hom. in Jer.
Fo.

Philoc.

Abbreviations xvil

Contra Galilaeos

Misopogon

Ovrationes

Julian the ‘Arian’, Commentarii in
Sob: Der Hiobkommentar des Arianers
Sulian, ed. Dieter Hagedorn (Berlin: De
Gruyter, 1973).

Justin Martyr, Apologia: G. Kriiger,
Die Apologicen Yustins des Mdrtyrers,
3rd edn. (Tbingen and Leipzig, J. C.
B. Mohr (Paul Siebeck), 1904).
Dialogus cum Tryphonem: Die Altesten
Apologeten, ed. Edgar ]J. Goodspeed
(Géttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht,
1914).

Libanius: Libanii Opera, ed. R. Foerster
(Leipzig: B. G. Teubner, 1903—22), 12
vols.

Epistulae

Orationes

Marcellus of Ancyra, Fragmenta
Marius Victorinus, Candidi Avrriani
Epistulace

Maximinus, Commentarii in Acta
Concilii  Aquileiae (Dissertatio contra
Ambrosium)

Nemesius of Emessa, De Natura
Hominis: ed. Moreno Morani (Leipzig:
Teubner, 1987).

Nicetas Acominatus, Thesaurus Ortho-
doxiae

Olympiodorus, Commentarii in job:
Olympiodor, Dizkon von Alexandria,
Kommentar zu Hiob. ed. Ursula and
Dieter Hagedorn (Berlin: De Gruyter,
1984).

Origen, Contra Celsum
Commentariorum in Matthacum Libri
Homiliae in Jeremiam

Commentarii in Joannem

Philocalia seu Ecloga de Operibus
Opvigenis: The Philocalia of Origen, ed. J.
Armitage Robinson (Cambridge:



XViil

Princ.
Pacatus

Pall.,, V. Chrys.

H. Laus.

Palladius, Apol.
Ep.

Paulin. T, Ep.

Pausanias

Philo

Deus

Fug.

L4

Op.

Som.
Philost., HE
Philostratus, VA

VS
Phoebad., 4.

Plato, Cra.
Rep.
Tim.
Porph., Abst.

Cat.

Parm.

Eunomius of Cyzicus
Y.

Cambridge University Press, 1893).

De Principiis

Latinus Pacatus Drepanius, Panegyricus
Theodosio Augusto Dictus: XII Pane-
gyrici Latini, ed. G. Baehrens (Leipzig:
Teubner, 1911).

Palladius Monachus, Dialogus de Vita
Joannis Chrysostomi

Historia  Monachovum in  Aegypto:
Palladio, La Storia Lausiaca, cd. G. J.
M. Bartelink et al. (Fondazione Lorenzo
Valla, Arnoldo Mondadori Editore,
1974).

Palladius of Ratiaria (?), Apologia
Epistula de Vita Sancti Ufila

Paulinus of Tyre, Fragmentum Epistulae
Pausanias, Periegeta

Philo  Judaeus: Philoms Alexandrini
Opera Quae Supersunt, ed. 1. Cohn
and P. Wendland (Berlin: Walter de
Gruyter, 1962-3), 7 vols. 1-8.

Quod Deus sit immutabilis

De Fuga et Inventione

Legum Allegoriarum

De Opificio Mundi

De Somniis

Philostorgius, Historia Ecclesiastica
Philostratus, Vita Apollonii

Vitae Sophistavum

Phoebadius Aginnensis, Liber Contra
Arianos

Plato, Cratylus

Respublica

Timaeus

Porphyry, De Abstinentia: Porphyrii
Philosophi Platonici Opuscula selecta, ed.
Augustus  Nauch (Leipzig: B. G.
Teubner, 1886).

In Avistotelis Categovias Commentarium
In Platonis Parmenidem Commentarii:
Porforio, Commentavio al Parmenide di
Platone, ed. Pierre Hadot (Milan: Vita a
Pensiero, 1993).




Plot.
Sent.

Proclus, Parm.

Recogn. Clem.
Ruf., HE
Sev. Gab. Abr.

Sextus, Sent.

Soc., HE

Soz., HE
Sulp. Sev., Chron.

Dial.
Mart.

Symbola
Symb. Ant. (341) 1—4
Symb. Ant. (345)
Symb. CP (360)

Symb. Nic. (325)
Symb. Nic. (359)

Symb. Sel.
Symb. Serd. Orient.

Symb. Sirm. 1 anath.
Symb. Sirm. 2

Symb. Sirm. 3
Symeon M., V. Amph.

Themistius, Or.

Abbreviations XiX

Vita Plotini

Sententiae ad Intelligibilia Ducentes: ed.
E. Lamberz (Leipzig: T'eubner, 1975).
Proclus, In Platonis Parmenidem Com-
mentarii: Procli Philosophi Platonici
Opera Inedita, ed. V. Cousin (Paris:
Aug. Durand, 1864).

The Clementine Recognitions

Rufinus, Historia Ecclesiastica

Severian of Gabala In Abrahae dictum,
Gen.z24: 2

Sextus Pythagoreus, Sententiae: Sexti

Empirici Opera, ed. H. Mutschmann
(Leipzig: B. G. Teubner, 1914), 4 vols.
Socrates Scholasticus, Historia
Ecclestastica

Sozomen, Historia Fcclesiastica
Sulpicius Severus, Chronica (Sacra
Historia)

Dialogus

Vita Sancti Martini

Creeds

Symbola Synodi Antiochenae anno 341
Symbolum Synodi Antiochenae anno 345
‘macrostichum’ dictum

Symbolum Synodi Constantinopolitani
anno 360

Symbolum Synodi Nicaenae anno 325
Symbolum Synodi Nicaenae Thracae
anno 359

Symbolum Synodi Seleucensis anno 359
Symbolum Synodi Serdicensis
Orientalium

Symbolum Synodi Sirmiensis anno 351,
anathemata

Symbolum Synodi Sirmiensis anno 357,
‘blasphemum’ dictum

Symbolum Synodi Sirmiensis anno 359
Symeon Metaphrastes, Vita Amphi-
lochii Iconiensis

Themistius, Orationes: Themistit
Orationes quae supersunt, ed. H. Schenkl
and G. Downey {Leipzig: Teubner,



XX Funomius of Cyzicus

Thdr. Mops., Catech.

Sun.

Jo.
Thdt., Ep.
Eran.

HE

H. Rel.
Haer.
Trin.

Theognius Nicaenus, Fr.

Thphl. Ant., Autol.

Tim. CP, Haer.
Vigilius, Av. Dial.
Ay. Sabel. Dial.

felic.

Mariv.
Vitae Sanctorum
Anonymae

V. Agapet.

V. Ant. Amph.

V. Pach.
Waulfila, Symb.

1965-74), 3 vols.

Theodore of Mopsuestia, Catechesis
Contra Eunomium

Commentarii in Joannem
Theodoret, Epistulae

Eranistes:  Theodoret  of  Cyrus,
Eranistes, ed. Gerard H. Ettlinger
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1975).
Historia Ecclesiastica

Historia Religiosa

Haereticarum Fabulayum Compendivm
De Sancta et Vivifica Trinitate
Theognius of Nicaea, Fragmentum
Epistulae

Theophilus of Antioch, Ad Atolycum:
ed. Robert M. Grant (Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 1970).

Timothy of Constantinople, De Recep-
tione Haevelicorum

Vigilius Tapsensis, Contra Arianos
Dialogus

Contra Arianos, Sabellianos, etc., Dia-
logus

Contra Felicianum Avianum

Contra Marivadum Avianum Diaconum
Lives of the Saints (Anonymous)

Vita Agapeti Episcopi Synadae

Vita Antiqua Amphilochii Iconiensis
Vita Pachomii

Wulfila, Symbolium Fidei

B.OTHER ABBREVIATIONS

AB
ACO

Adler

BHP

Analecta Bollandiana

E. Schwartz, Acta Conciliorum Oecumeni-
corum (Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 1914—
84).

Swidae Lexicon, ed. A. Adler (Leipzig: B. G.
Teubner, 1928—38), 5 vols.

BifAwobiny EXdjraw ITarépwy Kar
Exxhpoacrusin Svyypadéwv (Ab5var &cSoos



Bardy, Recherches

Barnes, Athanasius

Barnes and Williams

CAG

cCG
CCL
CSCO
CSEL
CSHB
DCB

DHG

Dickamp

Ep(p).

Testa

FPG

Friedlein

Abbreviations xxi

75 Amosroduciis dwakovias tis Exrhyolas wis
EXXdos).

G. Bardy, Recherches sur saint Lucien
d’Antioche et son école (Paris: Beauchesne,
1936).

T. D. Barnes, Athanasius and Constantius
(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University
Press, 1993).

Michel R. Barnes and Daniel H. Williams
(eds.), Arianism After Avius: Essays on the
Development of the Fourth Century Trini-
tarian Conflicts (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark,
1993).

Commentaria in Avistotelem graeca, edita . . .
auctoritate Academiae litterarum regiae
borussicac (Berlin: G. Reimeri, 1882-1909),
23 vols.

Corpus Christianorum, Series Graeca

Corpus Christianorum, Series Latina

Corpus Scriptorum Christianovum Orviental-
wm

Corpus Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum Latin-
orum

Corpus Scriptorum Historiae Byzantinae
Dictionary of Christian Biography, ed. W.
Smith and H. Wace (London, 1877~ 87), 4
vols.

Dictionnaive d’histoive et de géographie
ecclésiastique, ed. A. Baudrillart (Paris:
Letonzey et Ané, 1912 1T.).

Doctrina patrum de incarnatione verbi, ein
griechisches Florilegium aus der Wende des 7.
und 8. Yahrhunderts, 2nd edn., ed. Franz
Diekamp and Basileios Phanourgakis
(Miinster: Aschendorff, 1981).

Epistula(e)

Iamblichi De Communi Mathematica Sen-
tentia Liber, ed. Nicolaus Festa (Leipzig:
Teubner, 1891).

Fragmenta Philosophorum Graecorum, ed. F.
W. A. Mullach (Paris: Firmin-Didot et
Sociis, 1881), 3 vols.

Procli Diadochi In primum Euclidis Elemen-



xxil

Garzya

Geltzer

GCS

GRBS
Gregg, Arianism

Gwatkin

Hahn

Hanson, Search

Henry and Schwyzer

F

Jones, LRE

JTSs

Kannengiesser, Crisis

Kopecek

Eunomius of Cyzicus

torum Librum Commentarii, ed. G. Friedlein
(Leipzig: B. G. Teubner, 1873).

Synesii Cyrenensis epistolae, ed. Antonius
Garzya (Rome: Typis Officinae  Poly-
graphicae, 1979).

Heinrich Geltzer et al., Patrum nicaenorum
nomina Latine, Graece, Coptice, Svyriace,
Arabice, Armeniace(Leipzig: B. G. Teubner,
1898).

Die griechischen christlichen Schrifsteller der
ersten drei Jahrhunderte

Greek, Roman, and Byzantine Studies
Robert C. Gregg, (ed.), Arianism, Historical
and Theological Reassessments (Cambridge,
Mass.: The Philadelphia Patristic Founda-
tion, 1985).

H. M. Gwatkin, Studies of Arianism
(Cambridge: Deighton, Bell, & Co., 1882).
A. Hahn, Bibliothek der Symbole und
Glaubensregeln der alten Kivche, 3rd edn.
(Breslau: Verlag E. Morgenster, 1897).

R. P. C. Hanson, The Search for the
Christian Doctrine of God (Edinburgh: T. &
T. Clark, 1988).

Plotini Opera, ed. P. Henry and H. R
Schwyzer (Paris and Brussels: Desclée de
Brouwer, 1951-73), 3 vols.

W. Jaeger, Gregorii Nysseni Opera (Leiden:
E. J. Brill, 1921 ff.). All references to the
Contra FEunomium are to the 2nd edn.
(1960).

A. H. M. Jones, The Later Roman Empire
(Baltimore: The John Hopkins University
Press, 1986), 2 vols.

Journal of Theological Studies

Charles Kannengiesser, Holy Scripture and
Hellenistic  Hermeneutics in  Alexandrian
Christology: The Avian Crisis (The Center
for Hermeneutical Studies in Hellenistic
and Modern Culture, colloquy 41, Berkeley,
Calif.: Center for Hermeneutical Studies,
1982).

Thomas A. Kopecek, 4 History of Neo-



Kihn

Leroy, Epektasis

Liebeschuetz

Lim

LNPF

Lorenz

Louis

Manitius

Mansi

Mommsen, Chronica

Opitz

PG

Abbreviations Xxili

Avianism (Patristic Monograph Series, 8;
Cambridge, Mass.: The Philadelphia
Patristic Foundation, 1979), 2 vols.

Galen, Opera Ommnia, ed. C. G. Kithn
(Leipzig, 1821-33), 20 vols.

Frangois J. Leroy, ‘Une homélie nouvelle,
origéno-arienne, issue de milieux anti-
marcelliens’, J. Fontaine and C. Kannen-
giesser (eds.), in Epektasis, Mélanges offerts
au Cardinal ~ Jean Daniélou  (Paris:
Beauchesne, 1972), 343-53-

J. H. W. G. Liebeschuetz, Antioch, City and
Imperial Administration in the Later Roman
Empire (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1972).
Richard Lim, Public Disputation, Power,
and Social Order in Late Antiquity
(Berkeley, Calif.: University of California
Press, 1993).

A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene
Fathers of the Christian Church, ed. Ph.
Schaff and H. Wace (Grand Rapids: Wm.
B. Eerdmans, 1952 1F.).

R. Lorenz, Arius judaizans? Untersuchungen
sur dogmengeschichtlichen Einordnung des
Arius (Forschungen zur Kirchen- und
Dogmen-geschichte, 31; Gattingen:
Vandenhoek & Ruprecht, 1979).

Albinus, Epitome, ed. Pierre Louisc (Paris:
Société d’éditions ‘Les belles lettres’, 1945).
Procli  Diadochi  Iypotyposis Astronomi-
carum Positionum, ed. C. Manitius (Leipzig:
B. G. Teubner, 1909).

Sacrovum Conciliorum Nova et Amplissima
Collectio, ed. ]. D. Mansi (Florence: expen-
sis Antonii Zatta Veneti, 1758-98), 31 vols.
T. Mommsen (ed.), Chronica Minora, i =
Monumenta Germaniae Historica, Auctores
Antiquissimi, 9; (Berlin: Weidmann, 1892).
Athanasius’ Werke, ed. H.-G. Opitz (Berlin
and Leipzig: Walter de Gruyter, 1935fF.), 1i
and iii.

Patrologiae Cursus Completus, accurante
].-P. Migne, Series Graeca



XX1v
PL
PLS
PO

PTS
P-w

RB

REG
RHE

Ne
Simonetti

Spanneut
SP

ST

SVFE

TU
Vaggione

Vaggione, Fragments

Vaggione, Monks

Vaggione, Arius

VGS

Eunomius of Cyzicus

Patrologiae Cursus Completus, accurante
J.-P. Migne, Series Latina

Patrologiae  Cursus Completus, accurante
J.-P. Migne, Series latina, supplementum
Patrologia Orientalis

Patristische Texte und Studien
Real-Enclopidie der classischen Altertums-
wissenschaft, ed. A, Pauly, G. Wissowa, e
al. (1895 ff.)

Revue Bénédictine

Revue des Etudes grecques

Revue d’h re ecclésiastique

Sources chrétiennes

M. Simonetti, La cvisi Aviana nel iv secolo
(Rome: Institutum Patristicum ‘Augus-
tinianum’, 1975).

M. Spanneut, Recherches sur les Ecrits
d’Lustathe  d’Antioche  (Lille:  Facultés
Catholiques, 1948).

Studia Patristica, Acts of the International
Patristics Conference (Oxford).

Studi e Testi (Rome, 1900 ff.)

Stoicorum Veterum Fragmenta, ed. H. F. A.
von Arnim (Leipzig: B. G. Teubner,
1903~24), 4 vols.

Texte und Untersuchungen

Eunomius, The Extant Works, ed. R. P.
Vaggione (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1987).
R. P. Vaggione, ‘Some Neglected Frag-
ments of Theodore of Mopsuestia’s Contra
Eunomium,” Journal of Theological Studies,
Ns 31 (1980), 403—70.

R. P. Vaggione, ‘Of Monks and Lounge
Lizards: “Arians”, Polemics and Asceticism
in the Roman East’, in Barnes and Williams,
181-214.

R. P. Vaggione, ‘“Arius, Heresy
"Tradition,” by Rowan Williams: A Review
Article’, The Tovonto Journal of Theology, s
(1989), 63-87.

Varia Graeca Sacra, ed. A. Papadopoulos-
Kerameus, editionem phototypicam (Leip-
zig: Zentralantiquariat der Deutschen

and



Weber

Williams, Arius

ZKG
ZNTW

Abbreviations XXV

Demokratischen Republik, 1975).

Biblia Sacra Iuxta Vulgatam Versionem, ed.
R. Weber et al. (Stuttgart: Wirttem-
bergische Bibelanstalt, 1969), 2 vols.
Rowan Williams, Avius: Hevesy and
Tradition (London: Darton, Longman, &
Todd, 1987).

Zeitschrift fiir Kirchengeschichte

Zeitschrift fiir die neutestamentliche Wissen-
schaft






Gentleman

The central Anatolian plateau is not a hospitable place. Not
only does Basil the Great complain of being buried under snow
for months on end,! but Gregory Nazianzen could regard even
his friend’s removal to Pontus as an escape from the Cappa-
docian mud and cold.? At an average elevation of two to four
thousand feet and sealed off from the sea by mountains, Cappa-
docia exhibits all the extremes of climate. Largely treeless,’ in
ancient times the country was divided into landed estates,
imperial, senatorial, or priestly, and given over to pasturage and
some farming.*

The Cappadocian city of Tyana is described by Philostratus
as ‘a Greek city in the midst of a population of Cappadocians’;’
the same could have been said as easily of the only other large
city in the province, Caesarea-Mazaca. Outside these two
centres of urban culture the bulk of the population persisted in
the use of its ancient language and calendar® and remained
largely untouched by the intellectual life of the towns. The
majority of Cappadocians lived in small villages, most little
better than ‘the meeting place of three roads’ described by
Gregory Nazianzen” and almost wholly cut off from the world.®

{ Basil, Ep. 48. 46 (Courtonne i. 128), cf. (Ps.-?)Basil, Bp. 350. 4-11
(Courtonne iii. 215).

2 Grg. Naz., Ep. 2. 1 (Gallay i. 1-=2).

3 Cf. Grg. Nyss., Ep. 25. 11 (J VIIL ii. 81. 20-2) and Strabo 12. 2. 7.

t On the climate and products of Cappadocia in gencral, see ‘Kappadokia’ in
P-W X. i1. 1910-18.

5 Philostratus, VA 1. 4.

6 Cf. Basil, Spir. 74. s0-5 (SC 17bis. 514), Grg. Naz., Ep. 122. 1 (Gallay ii.
13-14).

7 Grg. Naz., Carm. 2. 1. 11. 439-48 (PG 37. 1059—60).

5 Cf. M. Rostovtzef, The Social and Economic Iistory of the Roman Empire,
2nd edn. (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1963), i. 257-8, 346.



2 Eunomius of Cyzicus

In one such, toward the middle of the second decade of the
fourth century,’ Eunomius of Cyzicus was born.

His birthplace, Oltiseris,!® was located in the extreme north-
west of the province, one of the villages of the border district of
Corniaspa.'" Indeed, it was so close to the Galatian frontier that
Basil the Great made a point of describing his opponent as that
‘Galatian’,'? only to receive a vigorous denial for his pains.'* But
though isolated, Oltiseris was not cut off: 20 miles to the east lay
Aquae Saravenae, an imperial spa,'* and another 20 to the

® The date of Eunomius’ birth is deduced from incidents in his life and
from the statements of his near contemporaries. He is known to have been in
Antioch as a student in 345 or 346 (see below Ch. 2, pp. 26—7); assuming he
was then in his late teens or carly twenties this would place his birth sometime
between 324 and 328. This accords well with the evidence of other contempo-
raries: Jerome, writing in the 390s, describes him as then still living, Vir. Inlus.
120 (T'U 14. 1. 52. 28-9), whereas "Theodore of Mopsuestia, writing some
years later (between 400 and 410), implies that he was dead, Jo., pracfatio
(CSCO 115. 3. 7-13; trans. CSCO 116. 1). This fits with other information
suggesting he died at the beginning of Arcadius’ reign (sec Ch. 8, pp. 358~9
below). In another work Theodore describes meeting Eunomius personally at
a time when, he says, ‘[ was a boy and he with the height of a man full-grown
- (Thdr. Mops., Eun., fr. 5: Vaggione, Fragments, 426). Assuming this
encounter took place (as seems most likely) during Eunomius’ time on the staff
of Eudoxius of Antioch (358-60), Theodore would have been about 10. If
Lunomius was then in his early thirties (‘full-grown’ but young enough to be
eyed critically by a 10 year old), a birth-date in the mid-320s would fit
admirably.

10 8o Grg. Nyss., Eun. 1. 34, 105 (¥ i. 33. 17, 57. 21-58. 1), 3. 10. 50 (¥ ii.
309. 15). The claim in Soz., HE 7. 17. 1 (GCS 324. 21-325. 1) that Eunomius’
warpls was Daliora near Caesarea is deduced from the fact that in later life he
had an estate there.

" For the location, see W. M. Ramsay, The Historical Geography of Asia
Minor (London: John Murray, 1890), 264. Oltiseris is approximately 5 miles
north of the modern Turkish town of Konakli, where the Konak Cay meets the
Karasu river.

" Basil, Bun. 1. 1. 32-3 (SC 209. 144). Gregory of Nyssa, Bun. 1. 105 (1.
58. 1-3) claims not to have found this phrase in his copy, and it is indeed miss-
ing from some MSS (see apparatus ad loc.), but expressions of Cappadocian
chauvinism were by no means limited to the bishop of Cacsarea; Gregory
Nazianzen could sneer at George of Cappadocia for hailing ‘from the furthest
borders of our country’ (Or. 21. 16 (PG 35. 1097C)), while Gregory of Nyssa
linked him with Eunomius as a fellow native of ‘Canaan’, Bun. 1. 48 (7 i. 38.
17-19). B Fun., A4 1 (¥1. 57. z0-1).

" For the status of Aquae Saravenae or 'I'herma, see A. 1. M. Jones, The
Cities of the Eastern Roman Provinces, 2nd edn. (Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1971), 185-6; the spa appears to have been on an imperial cstate.
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north-west the Galatian city of Tavium.! Significantly—and
despite its small size—T'avium was not without literary preten-
sions: at one time it had been an important religious centre with
a famous statue of Zeus.'®

Moreover Eunomius’ family, though humble, was certainly
of some local importance. They were not (as claimed by
Theodore of Mopsuestia) freedmen of the family of Basil the
Great,'” but it is possible they were Cappadocian speaking.'® As
an adult Eunomius had a pronounced lisp,' and this may be a
sign, not of a speech defect, but of a residual Cappadocian
accent.” But whatever the truth of that, Eunomius’ father, at
least, was partially literate in Greek; for Gregory of Nyssa tells
us that, though a farmer, he added to his winter income by
giving lessons to children.?! Of the rest of the family we know

1S A, H. M. Jones, The Cities of the Eastern Roman Provinces, 118.

16 On Tavium, see ibid. and W. M. Ramsay, The Social Basis of Roman
Power in Asia Minor (Aberdeen: Aberdeen University Press, 1941), 91-1015
for the mid-4th-cent. presence of a philosophic pagan trained in the (Alexan-
drine?) museum, see ibid., 97-8.

¥ Thdr. Mops., Eun., fr. iv, gr. 13, syr. 16-22 (Vaggione, Fragments, 420).
In this case the ‘argument from silence’ seems decisive, for Basil never
mentions it, and in view of his obvious polemical zeal, it is difficult to believe
he would not have used it if he had really been able to do so.

18 j.e. on the basis of their class and place of origin.

¥ Philost., HE 10. 7 (GCS 128. 14-17).

2 Philostratus, for instance (VS 2. 13. 594, cf. VA4 1. 7), mentions one
Pausanias, a Cappadocian from Caesarea-Mazaca, whose rhetorical training
had been unable to eradicate a heavy Cappadocian accent, while in sophisticat-
ed Constantinople even Gregory Nazianzen could be accused of speaking like a
countryman (Grg. Naz., Or. 33. 8 (PG 36. 224D)); indeed, Eunomius himself
seems to have levelled a similar charge against Gregory of Nyssa (cf. Grg.
Nyss., Eun. 3. 10. 54 (¥ii. 310. 25-8)).

2 Grg. Nyss., Bun. 1. 49 (¥ i. 39. 8-13), and in particular the operative
phrase, ra mpéra oroixeia xai ris ovMaBds Tois mabdlos Smoxapdavew
edyumxdvws. Whatever he was doing, it was in Gr
written Cappadocian (Philostratus, VA 3. 41, 4. 19), it was not a literary
tongue, cf. W. M. Ramsay, ‘Lifc in the Days of St Basil the Great’, in Pauline
and Other Studies (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1906), 373. But what was he
doing? The connection with elementary instruction is clear enough, but
because of Smoyapdoowy ebumydvws the translators of LNPF, 2nd series, 5. 408
rendered it ‘to carve out neatly the letters of the alphabet for boys to form
syllables with’. But as J.-A. Réder Gregor von Nyssa, Contra Eunomium /. r—
746 (Berlin: Peter Lang, 1993), 201-3, points out, the reference is not to
alphabet blocks but to tracing out the letters (on a wax tablet?) for children to
learn.

ck, for despite one allusion to




4 Eunomius of Cyzicus

very little, but we are told that a sister, later married, bore a son
with the name of the martyr Lucian.2 References to more
distant relatives are still less informative, for the little we know
about them does not even include their names.?

On the other hand, the one relative whose name we do know
does much to make up for our ignorance of the others. This is
Priscus, Eunomius’ grandfather.? Eunomius’ enemies loved to
poke fun at the poverty of his peasant youth,” and since
Eunomius himself was clearly sensitive about the subject?® it is
easy to take what they say at face value. Yet Eunomius’ inheri-
tance from Priscus tells a different story. For Eunomius is said
to have received from his grandfather leather goods and a mill
house as well as the slaves to run it.?” Then as now, the mill
owner was a substantial figure in Anatolian society.”® Eunomius
may not have been on the level of a Basil or a Gregory, but he

% Philost., HE 12. 11 (GCS 148. 1-3). Since this sister is not mentioned at
the time of their parents’ death, it may be that her dowry had already been paid
(note the attention paid to this by Antony in Ath., V. Auton. 2. 24-6 (SC 400.
134)). If that is the case she was probably older than Eunomius. For the carcer
of her son (Eunomius’ nephew), see Ch. 7, p. 286 below.

» Grg. Nyss., Eun. 1. 50 (¥ i. 39. 17-19). For what we do know, sce p.7
below.

Tt may or may not be significant that he bore a Roman name. The ambi-
tious had been adopting the names of theix conquerors for centuries (Pri
for instance, was the name of Justin Martyr’s father, Apol. 1. 1. 1 (Kri
6)). Itis just possible this name indicatcs a patron/client relationship or a grant
of Roman citizenship prior to the extension of the franchise to the whole
empire.

¥ e.g. Grg. Nyss., Bun. 1. 49-50 (¥ i. 39. 3-16), Thdr. Mops., Eun., fr. iv,
syr. 16-26 (Vaggione, Fragments, 420). This was a common polemical theme;
cf. the similar (though mutually contradictory) descriptions of George of
Cappadocia in Grg. Naz., Or. 21. 16 (PG 35. 1097C-1100B), and Ammianus
Marcellinus 22. 11. 4, and Jerome’s sneering reference to Macedonius as an ex-
plumber in Chron. ad annum 342 (GCS VIL. i. 235. 21-2). For the more full-
blown developments, see Ch. 5, pp. 184-6 below.

* Cf. Eun., Apol. 2. 3-4, 6-8, 27. 31~6 (Vaggione 36, 72). As Lim notes (pp.
141-3), Eunomius himself was to some extent prepared to play along.

7 Grg. Nyss., Eun. 1. 34 (J i. 33. 17-34. 1). Kopecek i. 146 takes this to
mean that Priscus was a slave in the mill, but Gregory specifically says it is a
whnpovopla, and slaves appear only by implication in the phrase 76 olcerucdy
ournpéaon.

* On the importance of the mill owner in Anatolian society, cf. Mahmut
Makal, 4 Village in Anatolia (London: Vallentine, Mitchell & Co » 1954),
21-2.
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was by no means at the bottom of the social pyramid. Within
the context of his own rural society he occupied a not unimpor-
tant place, one that would eventually allow him to think of
something better.

Eunomius’ background was a Christian one. Theodore of
Mopsuestia portrays the community of his birth as a small
village centred around its church and priest with an as yet
unbaptized Eunomius? as a student in his school.* The priest
is said to have been an ‘excellent man’ in his own way,* but
since like most village clergy he was probably a part-time
farmer,*? his instruction cannot have been too sophisticated.”
The society in which he imparted it, however, was one that was
already profoundly Christian. In the third century we still hear
of pagan pilgrimages and visits to shrines,* but by the fourth
century pagans had become fewer.* The Church in Cappadocia
had been severely persecuted, had weathered the trial well, and
was now in its self-confidence prepared to claim an almost
apostolic origin.’® Prosperity, however, was no guarantee of
uniformity. There is nothing to show that Eunomius was ever a

2 "I'heodore makes no mention of baptism one way or the other, but this is
almost certainly correct. Apart from the general custom of the age, there is a
possible allusion to Eunomius’ own baptism as an adult in Eun., AAT(Fi 40.
16-21), Ch. 2 n. 88 below.

30 Thdr. Mo Eun., fr. iv, syr. 1-15, 27-36 (Vaggione, Fragments, 419-
20, 421). 'Theodore does not mention the name of the village, but the story may
be based on something in the work being refuted, the Apologia Apologiae of
Eunomius. There is no need to reject the picture as a whole merely because the

author uses the common topos of a malignant dream preceding the heretic’s
Dbirth. For an example in a pagan context, see the Scriptores Historiae Augustae,
Commodus Antoninus 1. 3.

3 Thdr. Mops., Eun., fr. iv, syr. 7 (Vaggione, Fragments, 420).

32 Cf. Basil, Ep. 198. 21-6 (Courtonne ii. 153).

3 On the level of sophistication in Cappadocian country churches
Gregory Nazianzen’s description of his mother as a paragon of eccl
decorum only because she didn’t talk in church, never turned her back on the
altar, and refrained from spitting on the floor (1), Or. 18. 10 (PG 35.996C).

3 (Ps.-?)Lucian, De Syria Dea 10; Or., Cels. 6. 22 (GCS ii. 93. 10-11).

3% Julian, £p. 35. 375C.

% Cf. e.g. Tertullian, Ad Scapulam 3. 5. 22-30 (CSEL 76. 12), and the
experience of Basil’s parents, Grg. Naz., Or. 43. 5-6 (PG 36. s500B—501B); not
everyone, of course, was so steadfast, cf. Basil, Fp. 217. 81. 1-16 (Courtonne ii.
213). According to Grg. Nyss., Ep. 17. 15 (¥ VIIL ii. 55. 2-6), the apostlc of
Cappadocia was the centurion who stood by the cross.
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member of any but the Great Church,” but he cannot have
been unaware of the many Christian or near-Christian sects
with which his province abounded.” It may be that a later
aversion to monastic asceticism was in part based on an early
acquaintance with the encratite movements of his native
province.*

Eunomius’ parents were ambitious for their son. They sent
him—probably to Tavium—to receive training in the difficult
art of shorthand, thus practically ensuring him a profitable
career.* Gregory of Nyssa echoes one of Basil’s complaints' in
lamenting a local dearth of writers: ‘Just as we poor Cappa-
docians lack almost everything else that makes their possessors
happy, so above all we are poor in those who know how to
write.”*? A shorthand writer, moreover, might aspire to more
than just private or ecclesiastical employment;* shorthand was

¥ His adversaries would not have let him for get it if he had!

* In spite of Gregory Nazianzen’s descriptions of his homeland as a
bastion of unsurpassed fidelity (Carm. 2. 1. 11. 259~60, 12. 93—4 (PG 37. 1047,
1173)), Cappadocian Christianity was in fact quite diverse. Gregory’s own
father was originally a member of the sect of the Hypsistarians (Grg. Naz., Or.
18. 5 (PG 35. 9891~9924), of. Grg. Nyss., Conf. 38 (¥ ii. 327. 13~21)), while
Basil e.g. mentions the Persianizing sect of the Magusaeans (5. 258. 4. 1~18
(Courtonne iii. 103—4)), etc.

" Cf. Epiph., Haer. 47. 1. 1-3 (GCS ii. 215. §-13), Busil, Ep. 188. 1. 1—5
(Courtonne ii. 121), 199. 47. 1-5 (Courtonne ii. 163). For the exotic practices
associated with one of Eunomius’ bétes noires, Eustathius of Sebaste, see Ch. s,
pp. 189—90 below.

“ Grg. Nyss., Bun. 1. 50 (¥ i. 39. 13-18) Thdr. Mops., Eun., fr. 4, gr. 4~7,
syr. 23-6 (Vaggione, Fragments, 420). 'T'he cagerness of Eunomius’ parents to
have their son taught shorthand is itself a gauge of their prosperity. Ins
in shorthand was a lengthy and expensive process; in znd-cent. Egypt it
required two years and the payment of 120 silver drachmae to become a writer
of shorthand (oyueoypigw), P. Oxy. 724, B. P. Grenfell, A. S. Hunt, et al., The
Oxyrhynchus Papyri (London: The Egypt Exploration Fund, 1904), iv. 204-5.

U Busil, Bp. 134. 15-19, 135. 2. 215 (Courtonne ii. 48, 51); for a similar
complaint from the preceding century, see Porph., Plot. 19. 15-19 (Henry and
Schwyzer i. 25).

“ Grg. Nyss., Bp. 15. 1 (J VIIL ii. 48. 21-3).

# e.g. Basil, Ep. 223. 5. 79 (Courtonne iii. 14), Soz., HE 4. 22. 28 (GCS
176. 12-13). Cf. also Palladius (?), pol. apud Maximinus, Comment. 97. 339"
7-17 (SC 267. 282), who speaks of ‘clericos uestros notarum peritos’ brought
in to produce the semblance of an official proceeding, whose mere presence
cnsured that Ambrose might ‘ad instar publicac auctoritatis censorio
extorqueres terrore.” A notary was also present during the public debate of the

ruction
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useful even in the imperial civil service. Under Constantius
several officials are known to have begun their careers just this
way.**

But while shorthand might be useful in starting a career, it
could not take it much further. T'o do that advanced training
was required. Gregory Nazianzen’s nephew Nicobulus is a case
in point. Gregory could think of no better way to begin his
nephew’s education than with shorthand;* but thereafter he
was sent to a grammarian for literary polish, and then to more
advanced tutors for rhetoric and training in the Attic dialect.*®
Shorthand itself, after all, was only a réywy or craft.¥’ It could
lay the foundation for a secretarial or bureaucratic career, but
it gave no real entrée to the prestigious world of rhetoric and
classical culture—for that higher education was required."

Eunomius therefore began his career by working for rela-
tives.* That information, which was probably not too satisfying
to him, is useful for us, because it confirms our picture of
his family’s social status. It tells us that at least some of its
members pursued an occupation complex enough to require
secretarial help. Moreover, Eunomius served as pedagogue to
the family’s children.’® This was natural enough, given his
father’s background as elementary educator, but he was still not
‘Arian’ bishop Maximinus with Augustine in 427 or 428, Aug., Coll. Max. 10
(PL 42.713).

“ Cf. e.g. Ammianus Marcellinus 2. 9. 5, 28. 1. 12, 2. 5.

# Grg. Naz., Ep. 157. 2 (Gallay ii. 48). Even Athanasius is said to have been
instructed in this profitable art: Ruf., HE 1. 14 (GCS 11. ii. 981. 18-9): ‘cum a
notario integre et a grammatico sufficienter . . . instructus’.

4 Grg. Naz., Epp. 167, 1747, 188 (Gallay ii. 58, 63-6, 78-09).

¥ ¢.g. Libanius, Or. 18. 131 (Foerster ii. 202. 6).

** Synesius gives us a good example both of the possibilities and of the
limitations of shorthand as a career. The imperial notary (raxdypogos) Asterius
had hinted that the fine Egyptian tapestry Synesius used as a blanket would
make an excellent ‘gift’. Synesius needed it to keep warm in the Thracian
winter, but as soon as he returned home he was at pains to forward it. His
nervousness and precise instructions about rendering an apology demonstrate
both Asterius’ power and Synesius’ anxiety. Yet it is clear that Asterius (a ‘nar-
row-faced Syrian’) is nevertheless only a notary of the second or third rank,
living in frequently changed rooms, and similar to many others. In other
words, shorthand offered Eunomius everything except what he most wanted!
Synesius, £p. 61 (Garzya 100. 5-102. 14).

* Grg. Nyss., Eun. 1. 50 (¥ 1. 39. 17-19).

O Ibid. (¥i. 39. 19-21).
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in an enviable position: he had already been educated beyond
the level of his own rural society but did not possess the
qualifications to enter any other. His experience was doubtless
much like that of a modern young man from the same region:

They look at me with an expression that suggests that if I were to
study for a hundred years, I should still not be a gentleman. T'his hurts
me . . . ‘Now that you’ve studied,” they told me, ‘you must go and be
Governor of a Province or a District. What future is there for you if
you stay with us and waste your time in the village?’!

It was at this point that Eunomius began to acquire a taste for
rhetoric,’ though there was not much opportunity to pursue it
prior to the death of his parents.”® Then, with nothing further
to tie him to Oltiseris,* he was free to look elsewhere. Signifi-
cantly (and in spite of its reputation for rhetoric®®) he did not
join his fellow Cappadocians at the provincial capital at
Caesarea;™ instead he turned some 300 miles to the north-west,
to the rising young city on the Bosporus, Constantinople.
Founded barely a quarter of a century before, Constanti-
nople in the early 340s was already a sizeable metropolis.
Constructed at a speed which gave parts of it a jerry-built
appearance,” the very spontaneity of its birth made it all the
more attractive to the ambitious. Since there is nothing to show
that Eunomius’ interests at this point were anything but
secular, the imperial capital was an obvious choice. It lacked a
university but already had a reputation for learning;® given
Eunomius’ need for both an education and employment, this
only increased its attraction. More to the point, even in the

1 Makal, Vil

2

age in Anatolia, 31.
Grg. Nyss., Bun. 1. 50 (Fi. 39. 20-21).
3 Thdr. Mops., Eun., fr. iv, gr. 8-9, syr. 37~9 (Vaggione, ["ragments, 421).

#* See n. 22 ahove. An income from the mill may have made this easier to
contemplate.

% Libanius, Or. 16. 14 (Foerster ii. 165. 9~13).

36 Basil the Great among them, Grg. D Or. 43. 13 (PG 36. 512A~B).
Later, of course, Basil also studied at Constantinople, Or. 43. 14 (PG 36.
513A).

57 Zosimus 2. 32, cf. 35 (CSHB 47. 98. 6-8, cf. 101. 14-20), Themistius, Or.
3. 47C (Schenkl i. 66. 28-67. 5), Grg. Naz., Carm. 2. 1. 11. 1332-3 (PG 37.
1120-1), and Julian, Or. 1. 41A.

8 The city is said even then to have been ‘distinguished for the eminence of
its rhetorical and philosophical teachers’, Grg. Naz., Or. 43. 14 (PG 36. 513A).




Gentleman 9

absence of the emperor,® the presence of a large civil bureau-
cracy held out the hope of employment.®
Theodore of Mopsuestia tells us that once Eunomius arrived
he did manage to find work as a pedagogue, this time in a noble
house. This provided for both his educational as well as his
financial needs since, being required to accompany his pupils to
school each day, he could share in their education.®’ We are not
told the length of his stay, but as he was in Antioch by 346, he is
unlikely to have been in the capital longer than two years.
Theodore (echoing a story also told of Libanius®?) claims that
he was caught in a compromising situation with his pupils and
summarily dismissed.® But while there is no need to believe all
Theodore’s dark insinuations, there must have been at least
something to it since, thirty years later, addressing a largely
Constantinopolitan audience, Eunomius took pains to correct
the record.®
For whatever reason, Eunomius’ secular hopes had been
dashed; yet his stay in the capital was not without consequence.
Here he touched directly for the first time the edge of a contro-
versy that dominated the rest of his life, the controversy
associated with Arius. The latter, a distinguished Alexandrine
presbyter, had been dead for a decade, but the political and
theological consequences of his teaching were, if anything,
becoming daily more pronounced. Even in Cappadocia
Eunomius must have heard something,” but what was there a
distant storm was at Constantinople a flood in full spate.
Quiescent under Constantine, the controversy had revived with

¥ Resident, during most of this period, at Antioch.

® The principal officers of state would have been with the comitatus at
Antioch, but the capital’s scnatorial and civil administration would still have
been formidable.

S Thdr. Mops., Eun., fr. iv, gr. 10-17, syr. 30-52 (Vaggione, Fragments,
4271-2).

62 Eunapius, VS 495.

6 Thdr. Mops., Eun., fr. iv, gr. 17-28, syr. 53-63 (Vaggione, Fragments,
422), cf. Grg. Nyss., Eun. 1. 50, 102 (¥ i. 39. 21=3, 56. 20—4).

% The accounts of both Theodore and Gregory (sce preceding note) are
clearly responses to something now lost in the underlying text of Eunomius

% According to Soc., HE 1. 6. 2 (GCS 6. 5-10) and Thdt,, HE 1. 6. 9-10
(GCS 29. 31—-30. 4) it was widely discussed on the popu
‘East’ (Constantinople, Antioch, and the Aegean littoral); yet even further
inland there must have been some discussion.

level, at least in the
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his death,’® and at Constantinople had sprung into new and
riotous life. Macedonius, the current bishop, had managed to
triumph over the exiled Paul and seize the throne of Arius’
friend and protector, Eusebius, but in the ensuing riots
thousands lost their lives, and a general sent to restore order
was murdered.®”” The physical results must have been visible
when Eunomius arrived, even if he had not personally wit-
nessed the riots. In later history this struggle was a straight-
forward one between a ‘Nicene’ Paul and an ‘Arian’ Mace-
donius, but the reality was more complex. Paul was indeed
supported by such Nicene stalwarts as Julius of Rome and
Athanasius of Alexandria while Macedonius could count on the
(tepid) support of the Emperor Constantius, but neither started
with a strong doctrinal identity.®® Indeed, Eusebius’ own pre-
decessor, the allegedly Nicene Alexander, had been able to
commend the one for sanctity and the other for administrative
skill without feeling the need to distinguish between them
doctrinally.®® But while in the end there can be no doubt that
Macedonius represented the greater continuity with Eusebius
and therefore also with Arius, in the 340s this would have been
far from obvious. In the ambiguous present the ‘great Church’
at Constantinople was officially, if not hostile, at least indifferent
to the doctrinal solutions of Nicaea.

Still, there is no reason to think that Eunomius himself was
actively partisan. Indeed, what evidence there is suggests that
Cappadocian popular teaching could provide a platform for
either side.” The mere fact that Dianius of Caesarea could be
the baptizer of Basil the Great and the patron of one of Arius’

6 See Ch. 3, pp. 67-8 below.

% Soc., HE 2. 12. 1-13. 3 (GCS 103. 8-104. 12) cf. C. Serd., £p. Syn.
Orient. 20. 3, 27. 2, 4,7 (CSEL 65. 61. 2330, 66. 4—5, 10~11, 67. 2-5).

% Note that in Ath., H. 47. 7. 1~z (Opitz ii. 186, 11~16), cf. Hist. Aceph. 1.
2.8-3. 17 (SC 317. 138) even Athanasius fails to underscore the doctrinal divi-
s10n.

® Soz., HE 3. 3. 2 (GCS 104. 9—14); for a more jaundiced description, cf.
Soc., HE 2. 6. 3 (GCS 96. 8-14).

 Ambrose’s predecessor in the see of Milan for instance (Auxentius) was
both a Cappadocian and non-Nicene; yet he insisted that what he taught was
the faith he learnt as a child: ‘nunquam scivi Arium, non vidi oculis, non
cognovi ejus doctrinam, sed ex infantia, quemadmodum doctus sum, sicut
accepi de sanctis scripturis, credidi et credo in unum solum verum Deum
Patrem omnip