


POISONOUS-SNAKEBITE TREATMENT

2.

ELARIDS

Elapids, one of the two groups of poisonous snakes, have one pair of
immovable fangs. Examples of elapids include coral, marmba, and krait
Snakes.

S P TOMS

The venom affects the central nervous systern. Because a snakehite
initially produces onky slight pain and swelling, the wctim rmay fail to
realize they have heen hitten or that the wound is serious. Syrmptoms
usually develop within 1to 7 hours after the bite ocours.

Bluned vision

Drooping eyvelids

alumred speech

Drowsiness

Increased salivation and sweating

If the snakehite is not treated prom ptly, the following symptoms mayy
ANpEAr:

womiting

shock

Breathing difficulties
CorsulEion

Coma

FIRST AID

. THE DEFIMITIVE TREATMWEMNT OF A POISONOLS-5MNAKEBITE

WICTIM CAR OMLY BE PROWIDED BY A PHYSICIAN (M A,
HOSPITAL. The first respaonsibility of aryone provding care to avictim
is t0 arrange transpartation to an appropiate physiciandospital

While waiting for and durng transportation:

a. CALM AND EEASSUREE THEWICTIM. Movement, especially of a
bitten extremity increases the spread of the poison. Hawve wvictim lie
dowen, if possible, and keep him guiet. Give nothing By mouth.
Keep the wictim warrm.

h. REMOWE CLOTHIMG AND JEWELRY FROM THE AFFECTED
AREA BEFORE SWELLNG QOCCURS.
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POISONOUS-SNAKEBITE TREATMENT

FIRST AID (continued)

c. APPLY AWVADE COMSTRICTIVE BANMD 2 TO 4 INCHES ABOYE
AMD BELOWY THE SMAKEBITE. If the bite is on the hand or
foot, apply only one band above thewrist or ankle as appropriate,
Apply the band tightly enoudgh towrinkle the skin but still allow 3
finger to be inserted easily between the band and the skin. THE
COMSTRICTIVE BAMD SHOULD 5LCW THE FLOWY OF
SUPERFICIAL BLOOD AMD TISSUE FLUID, BUT SHOULD
NOT INTERFERE WITH THE FLCWY OF BLOOD IN THE DEEF
ARETERIES AND WYEINS.

d. CHECKWICTIM'S VITALSIGNS, BELOOD PRESSURE, PULSE,
AMD RESPIEATION. DO NOT DELAY ENVACUATION .

e, IMMOBILIZE THE AFFECTED AREAWYITH A LOOSE SPLIMT.
If the bite is on the arm or leq, keep extremity below the level of
the heart. Splints applied with elastic bandages applied (light
tension) hawve been shiown to slow the spread of the poison. DO
MOT DELAY EVACUATION .

f. COYER THEWOUNDWITH ADRESSING AND APPLY A,
COOL PACK TO THE SMAKEBITE IF AVAILAELE. The purpose
of the cool pack is to slow blood flow and the subsequent spread
af venam. DOMNOT USE ICE. DO MNOT DELAY ENVACUATION.

0. DO MNOT CUT OPEN THE SMAKEEITE AMD SUCTION THE
YEMOM. This technigue does not rermove much venorm, and it
Exposes the wound to futher complications. Ay wenorm
rermoved could harm the personwho is prosding this type of first
aid.

3. TRANSPORTYICTIM IMMEDIATELY TO MEDICAL FACILTY .
oend the snake, if possible, or its idertification with the sdctim to
aid medical personnel in determining the proper treatment.

CAUTION: Do not attemptto capture the snake alive. Try to Kill it
without damaging too many of its identifiying features. Handle it
carefully, as freshly Killed snakes can hite due to reflex action.

DISTRIBLTIOMN: US Armwy Training Support Centers (TSCE)
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