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ADVERTISEMENT.

“HE world, I believe, will take fo little no-
‘tice of me, that I need not take much of it.
The criticks may [ee by this poem, that I walk

" on fiot, which probably may fave me from their

envy. I (hould be forry to raife that paffion in
men whom I am [o much obliged to, fince’ they
allowed me an honour hitherto only. fbewn to bet-
ter writers: That of denying me to be the author
of my own works.

Gentlemen, if there be any thing in this poem
Lood enough to difpleafe you, and sf it be any ad-
vantage to you to afcribe it to fome perfon of
greater merit 5 I (ball acquaint you, for your com-

. fort, that among many other obligations, I owe

Jfeveral hints of it to Dr. Swift.. And if you will
Jo far continue your favour as to write againf? it,

1L beg you to obl'zge me in accepting the following
motto.

. —Non tu, in Triviis, indo&e, folebas

Stridenti, miferum, ftipuld, difperdere carmen?

{&z. TRI-
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g

OJ} the Implemént: ﬁr wélking the Stréet.r, and
 Signs of the Weather. ‘

Hrough winter firects to fteer your courfe

' I = aright,

How to walk clean by day, ah_d fafe by

—u

night,
How jofling crouds with pruéicncé to decline, -
When to aflert the wall, and when refign,
Ifing: Thou, Trivie, Goddefs, aid my: fong,
Thro’ fpacious firects condué thy bard along ;
A3



6 TRIVIA BIL

By thee tranfported, I fecurely firay

Where winding alleys lead the doubtful wéy, :
The filent court and op’ning fquare cxplorc, ‘
‘And long pcrplcxm(’ lanes, untrod before. . 10
To pave thy realm, and fmooth the. brokcn ways,
Earth from her womb a ﬂmty tnbutc pays;

For thcc, the ﬁurdy paver thumps the vroun“d
Whilft ev'ry firoke his lab rmmlungs refound ;
Forthee the ﬁavmgcr bids kennels ghdc . &
Within their bounds, and heapsof dirt fubfide. -

'My youthful ‘bofom burns with thirft of fame,
From the great t theme to build a glorious name,

To tread in paths to ancient bards unknown,

And bind my temples with a Civic crown 3 20 »,

But more, my country’s love demands the lays,
My cbuhtry’s be the profit, mintthe praife.
 When the black youth at chofen ftands rejoice,
And clean your [hoes refounds from ev'ry voice s
When late their ntiry fides ftage-coaches fhbw, 25
And their fiff horfes through the town move flow ;
When all the Mz// in leafy tuin lies, o

And damfels firft renew their oyfter cries :
.. Then

y
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Unpierc'd is in the lafting tempeft worn : \

Bl TRIVIA 7

Then et the prudent walket fhoes provide,

Not of the Spanifb or Morocco hides . 30

The wooden heel may raifg the dancer’s boynd,

And with the fcallop'd top his frep be crown'd :

Let firm, well-hammer'd foles protett thy fect

Thro' freezing fnows, .and rains, -and foaking fleet.

Should the big lafte extend the thoe too wide, 35

Each ftong will wrench th’ uniwary ftep afide :

The fuddcn tarn .may firetch.the (welling veia,

Thy cracking ioiimhnhingﬁ or ankle fprain 5

And wher too thort the modifh fhoes are worn,

You'll judge.the feafons by: your ihlooting. corn, 40
Not fhould it prove thy lefs important care,

To chulea propcrmcoat for winter’s wear.

Now in thy trank thy D’esy habit fold,

The filk¢n drugget ill can fcncc the cold;; - '

The frieze’s fpongy nap is foak’d with rain, 45

And fhow'ss foon drench thc~ camlet’s cockled graip.‘

‘True * ##5tney broad-cloth with its fhag unfhorn,

\

_*: A Touwn in Oxfogdﬂ;ire.

A 4 o Bo



R TRIVIA B.I.
Be this thehorfe-man’s fence 5 for who wou'd: Wear

-Amid the town, the f'podsof Ruﬁasbcar-?- ke ,, 50

* ‘Withini the Roguelatire’s clafp thy hands arcpent,

. Hands, that@tretch’d forth; _invading hafm prcvcnt
'Lct theloop'd Bwvdroy the fop’ cmbracc, :
Or his c}ccp cloke béfpaiterd o'er with taces -

That garment beft the-winter’s eage défends,” - 55
Which: from the fhoulders full and low' depends ;.

By * various names in various counties' kmown; . © 1

Yet hekd ifi-afl the true Surrosralonc ; -

Be thine of Ker/zy firm, tho’ fmall the coft;

~ 'Then brave unwet the rain, unchill’d the froft. .~ 60
* If the ftrong cane fupport thy walking hand,

‘Chairmen no longer fhall:the wall command ;

Ev'n fturdy cagr-men fhall thy nod obéy-,- -

And rattling coaches ftop to make thee way :

This thall direct thy cantious tread aright, - 6§

‘Though not one glaring lamp enliven'night.
Let beaus their ‘canes with amber tipt produce,
Be theirs for empty fhow, but thine for ufe.

* A Jofeph, « Wrap-Rafeal, &e.
In

oy ve




B L TRIVIA ‘9
In gilded chariots'while they lolt ateafe, .~ -
And lazily infure 2 life’s difeafe’s Y
Whilé fofter chaits the tawdry load convey =~ -~ 7
To Court, to * #hite’s, Aflemblics, orthe Play s

.’Rofy-complcx‘ion’d health thy fteps-attends, - -

Ani éxercife thy lafting youth defends.

Iniprident meén heav'ns choiceft gifts profanc. 7;
Thus fome beneath theirarm fupport the cane 3 '
The dirty poirit oft thccks thé carelefs pace, -

And miry-fpots:thy clean cravat difgrace :

O! ®iy'T never fuch misfortune meet,

. May no fuch vicious walkers croud the firect, 8o

May Providerice o’cr-thade me with her wings;

While the bold Mufe experienc’d dangers fings. - -
'Not that I wander from my native home,

And (tempting perils) foreign cities roam.

Let Paris be the theme of Gallia's mufe, ss

Where flav’ ry trcads the ftreet in wooden fhoes ;

Nor doIrove in Belgia's frozen clime,

And teach the clumzy boor to skate in rhyme, |

* White’s Chocolate-FHoufz in- St. James’s Streez,

. Whiete,
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Where, if the warner clouds-in rain defcend,
No miry ways induftrious fieps offend, - " 90
The ruthing flood from floping pavements pours, -
And blackens the canals with dirty ihbw’rs.-
- Letothers Naples', {fmoother fireets. rehearfe, -

And with proud Roman frrutures grace their verfe,

Where frcquent murders wake thenight thhgxoans,
“And blood in purple torrents dyes the ftones ;- \!-96
. Nor fhall the Mufe thro’ natrow Penice fray,
Where Gondolas their painted oars difplaiy. ‘

O happy fireets, to umbling wheels unknown, -
No carts, no coaches fhake the floating town! 100
Thus wasof old Britannia's city blefs'd, |
E'er pridc and luxury her fons poffefs'd :
| Coaches and chariots yet unfafhion’d lay,

Nor late- invented chairs perplex'd the way :

Then the proud lady trip'd along the town, 105
Arid,tu’ck’d‘up petticoats fecur'd her gown,
- Her rofy cheek with diftant vifits _glow’d;
And exercife unartful charms beftow’d
But ﬁxicc in braided gold her foot is bound,

Andalong trallmg manteau {weeps the ground, 110
2 Her




B. L TRIVIA a

Her thoe difdains the ftreet ; the lazy fair
With narrow ftep affe@s alimping air.
Now gaudy pridecorrupts the lavith age,
And the ftreets flame with- glaring equipage 3
. The tricking gamefter infolently rides, 11§
With Loves and Graces on his chariot’s fides ; _
In fauey-ﬁa‘tc- the griping broker fits,
And laugh‘é at honefty, and trudging wits :

For you,\ O honeft men, thefe ufeful lays N
The Mufe prépatess. I {feck no other praife. 120
thn {leep is ficft difturb’d by naorning cries; _

From fure prognofticks learn to know _the skics,
Left you of rhéums and ceughs at night complain 5
Surpriz’d indreary fogs; ot driving rain. }
When fuffocating mifts ob{cute the morn, 13§
Let thy worft wig, long us'd to florms, be worn ;-
Or like the powder'd footman, with duecare
Beneath the flapping hat fecute thy hair.
‘Be thou, for evry fealon, juftly:dreft, 4
Nor.brave the piércing,froﬁ withopen breaft; 130
And when the burfting clouds a deluge pour,

Let thy Swrzour defend the drenching fhow'r.
. The



12 - . TRIVIA - BI
The changing weather certain fignsreveal.

Fer winter fheds her fnow, or frofts congeal,
You'll fee the coalsin brighter flames afpire, 135
And fulphur tinge with blue the riﬁng fire:

Your tender fhins the fcorching heat decline, -
And at the dearth of coalsthe poor repine;

Before her kitchén hearth, the nodding damie -

In flannel mantle wrapt, enjoys the flame; = 140
Hov'ring, upon her fecble knees the bends,

And all around the grateful warmth afcends.

Nor do lefs centain figns the town advife,

Of milder weather, and ferener skies.

The ladies gayly drefs'd, the Mz// adorn

With various dyes, and paint the furiny morn; 145
“The wanton fawns with frisking pleafure range, .-
And chirping fparrows grect the welcome change :
* Not that their minds with greater skill are fraught,
Endu’'d by inftin&, or by reafon taught, Is5o.
The feafons operate on ev'ry breaft s - ,

*Tis hence that fawns are brisk, and ladies drefb

* Haud equidem eredo quia 'fiv divinitus illis,
Ingenium, aut rerum fato prudemsia major.  Virg. Georg, 1.

When




BL  TRIVIA 13

When on his box the nbdding coachman {nores,
And dreams of fancy’d fares; when tavern doors
The chairmen idly croud ; then ncer refufe 155
To truft thy bufy fteps in thinner fhoes.

But when the fwmvmv figns your cars offend
With creaking noife, then rainy floods xmpcnd 3
Soon thall the kennels {well with rapid fircams,

~ And ruth in muddy torrents to the Thames. 160

~The bookfcllcr, whofe thop’s an open fquarc,
Forcfccs the tcmpcﬁ and with early care -
OF learning ftrips the rails; the rowing crew
To tempt a fare, clothe all their tilts in blue:
On hoficr’s poles depending ftockings ty'd 165
Flag with the ﬂéékcn’d gale from fide'to fide 5
Church monuments foretell the changing airs -
Theén Nisbe diflolves into a tear |
And fiveats with fecret grief; yoﬂl hear the foundsi
- Of whiftling winds, ¢er k'chncls break their bounds;'
Ungrateful odours common fewers diffufe, 171
And dropping vaults diftill innwholefom dews |
E'er the tilesrattle with the fmoaking fhow',
And fouts on heedlefs men their Totrents pour:

Al

-l |



* All fuperftition from thy breaft repel. - 17§
Let cred’lous boys, and prattling nurfestell, =
How, if the feftival of Paul be clear,

~ Plenty from lib’ral horn fhall firow the year

When the dark skies diffelve in fnow or rain,

The Jab’ nng hind fhall yokc the fieerin vain; 180,
Butif the threatning windsin ‘tempefls roar, -
Then war fhall bathe her wafteful fword in gore.
How, if on Swithin's feaft the welkin lours; ]

And ev'ry penthoufe fireams with hafty fliow’rs,
Twicetwenty days{hall cloudstheirfleeces drain, 185
And wath the pavement with inccﬁ"aht rain.

Let not fuch-vulgar tales debafe thy mind ; |

Nor Paul nor Swithin rule the clouds and wind. .

If you :t.l_lc precepts of the Mufe defpife, v

And flight the faithful warning of the skies, 190
Others you'll fee, when all the town’s afloat, -
Wrapt in th’ embraces of a kerfey coat,

‘Or double-button’d frieze ; theit guarded feet .
Defy the n}uddy.dan’ng_crs of the ftreet, .
While you, with hat 'unloop’d',\ the fury dread -ro'st

Of fpouts high-fireaming, and with caurious:treads ‘.
. - Shun
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‘Shun ev’ry dathing pool; or idly ftop,
To fé;k_thc kind protetion of a fhop.

But bus'nefs fammons 3 now with hafty fcud
~ You joﬁlc for the wall ; the fpatter'd mud
" Hides all thy hofe behind ; in vain you fcour,.
Th'y wig alas! uncurl'd, admits the fhow'r.’
So ﬁcréc Aleéto’s fnaky trefles fell, ,
Wﬁcn Orpheus charm’d the rig'rous pow’rs of hell,
Or thys hung Gla:m),r’ beard, with briny dew 205§ |
Clot;c& and ftrait, when firft his am’rous view
Surpriz’d the bathing fair; the frighted maid

-+ Now ftands arock, transform’d by Circe’s aid.

200

Good houfewives all the winter’s rage defpife,
Defended by the riding-hood’s difguife :
Or underngath th’ umbrella’s oily fhed,. .

‘210

Safe thro the wet, on clinking pattens tread.

Lc_t fPe,rf tan.dames th’ umbrella’s ribs difplay, -
To guard their beauties from the. {funny ray; -
O¢ fweating {laves fupport the fhady load, - 215
thn eaftern monatchs thow their ftate abroad 5 -
Britaim in winter only knows its aid,.

To guard from chilly fhow’rs the walking maid.

o ‘ But; ‘
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But, O! forgct—nof; EMufc, the paiécn’s‘préi'fé; &
That female implement fhall grace thy lay'S 5 326
Say from what art dwme th’ inv ennon tamc, SR
And from its origine deduce the' name '
thrc Lincoln wide cxtends her fcnny ['011
A goodly ycgman-lw'd, grown white with toxl«;
One only daughter blefsd his nuptial bed, '~ 325
Who from her infant hand the poultry fed: "
'Mrtba (her careful mother’s namc) fhe borc, -
But new her careful mother was no more.
Whilt on her father’s knee the damfel play d

Pazty he fondly call’d the (mxhnv mdid; | ’ ‘2"3@.
Asyears encreas'd, her ruddy b;auty grew, ! |
And Party's fame o'er all thevillage flew.

Soon as the gray-ey'd. mormng fireaks thc sklcs,
And in'the doubtful day the-woodcock ﬂlCS, '
Hcr clganly pail the pretty houfeéwife’ beats, O 23 5
And fipging, to the diftant ficld repairs: o
And when the plains with ev’ning dews ate fpr'é:d; E
The milky burthien fmokes uposi her head. :
Deep, thro’ a'miry lane fhe pick'd’ Her way,

Above her ankicrof the chalky clay. i+ = 240
. Vulcan
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Valéan by'chatice the bloomy maiden fpies,

With innoceice and beauty in her eyes, - - |
He:faw; ‘helovd 5 for yet he ne’er had known: -

o
Thes

Sweet Hitnocéiice dnd beauty meet in one.

Ah Muliiper ! secali thy nuptidl vows, - 344
‘Think oni the- graccs of thy ?zzpbmn fpoufc,

Think how hcr cycs ‘dart mthauﬂcd *arms, ' ‘
Aﬂd can’ﬁ thou lcavc hcr bcd for ‘Patt] s arms #

) The Lemman Pow’r r forfakcs the realms above,
His bofor gtowmg W1th tcrrcﬁnal lovc 2, 259
Far in the lane a loncly hut he found, o ‘
No tenant vcntur d on th unwholc(ome grounda
Here fimokes lus forgc, hc bares his ﬁncwy army .
And carly ﬁrokcs the foundmg anvﬂ warm 3

'Around his Ihop the ﬁccly {parklcs ﬁcw, X3

As for the ﬁccd hc fhap’ d the bcndmg fhot.

; thn bluc-cy d ‘Patt] neaf his window camc,

Hns anvil rcﬁs, his forge forgcts to flame.

Te hear hxs foothmg tales the feigns delays; . . -

What woman can refift the force of praife?  26Q
At fitft the coyly ev'ry kifs withftood,

And ali her chcck was flufh'd with modeft blood

B With
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With headle(s nails he now fisrrounds het fhots,

- To fave her fteps from rains and piercing dews s
She 1lik'd his foothing tales, his prefents wore, 263
And granted kiﬂ'cs,' bat would grant no'mere.

Yet winter chill’d her fect, -with cold fhe pines,
, And on her chcck the &dxng rofc declines 5 -
No more her humid eyes their lnftre boaft,
And in hoaMe founds her mcltmg voicg is loft. 270
Thls Vulcan faw, and i in his hcav’nly thought,
A new machine mcchamck fancy wrought,

Above the mire her fhc_lgcr d feps to m_fc, B
And bear her fafely thro’ the wintry wa);s: h |
Strait the new engine 'o!‘n"hi:s anvil gIdivs; 275

~ Andthepale virginon the pattenrofe. =~
No more her lungs are fhook with droppmg rhcums,
‘Andon her cheek reviving beauty blooms.” _' '
The God obtain’d his fuit ;' tho’ flatt’ry fax{,

Prefents with female virtue muft prevail. ~ a8e
The patten now fupports cach frugal damé,' :'
Which from the blue-cy'd Party takes thie name.

TRIVIA
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- Of walking the Streets by Day. |
HU S farthe Mufc has trac'd in ufeful lays,
" The proper implements for wintry ways ;

" Has taught the walker, with judicious eyes,

To read the various warnings of the skies.

Now venture, Mufe, from home, torangethe town, §

And for the publick f{afety rifque thy.own. |
For cafe and for difpatch the morning's beft 5

. No tides ;:_f paflengers the fireet moleft,

* You'll fec a draggled damfl, here and there,

From Billing[gate her filhy traffick bear s 10

On doors the fallow milk-maid chalks her gains; -

Ah! how unlike the milk-maid of - the plains !

Before proud gates attending affesbray, .

Or arrogate with folemn pace the way ; _
‘ " B2 ] Thefe

i
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Thefe grave phyficians -with their milky chear - 15

The love-fick maid and dwindling beau repair ; -

-Here rows of drummers ftand i in marnal ﬁle,

And with théir vellom thunder fhake the pile,
T&grcen the. ncw-made bride, Are founds like thefe

The proper prclude to a ftate of peace? " 20

Now mduﬁfy awakcs hcr bufy fons, »

_ Full charg’d with' news the breathlefs hawkcr runs :

Shopsopen, coachesroll, carts fhake the ground,
And all the fireets withpafling cries refound.
If cloth’din'black you tread the bufy town, 25

Or if diftinigdivd by the fev'rend gown, = ° © »

Three trades avoid s oft in'the mingling prcfs
The barber's apron foils the fable drefss -
Shun the perfumcr s touch with cautious cyc,

Nor let the baker’s ftep advance too nigh. = 30

Ye walkers too that youthful colours wcar;

Three fullying trades avoid with equal care;

_ The little chimney-fweeper skulks along,

And marks with footy ftains the heedlefs throng
When fmall-coal murmurs in the hoarfer throat, 35

From fmutty dangers guard thy threaten’d coat : "
3 The
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The duft-man’s cart offends thy clothes and cycs,

‘When thro? the fireeta cloud of afhes flies ;
But whether black or hghtcr dyes are worn,

_ The chandler’s béskct, on his thoulder born, | 40

With tallow fpots thy coat ; refign the way,
To fhun the furly butcher’s grcafy tray,
Butchcrs, whofe handsaredy’d w1th blood’s foul ftain,
And alWays foremoft in the hangman’s train.

Let due civilities be ftri¢tly paid. - " 45
The wall furrender to the hooded maid 5
Nor let thy flurdy elbow’s hafty rage -
Jottle the fecble fteps of trembling age :
And when the: porter bends beneath his load,
And pants for breath ; clear fhou the crdudcd road. 50
But, above all, the groping blind dire&,
And from the prefling throng the lame protett.
You'll fometimes meet a fop, of niceft ttead,
Whofe mantling peruke veils his empty head,
At evry ftep he dreads ‘the wall to lofe, 55
And rifques, to fave a coach, - his red-heel’d fhoes;
Him, like the miller, pafs with caution by,

Left from his {houldcr clouds of powder fly. -
B 3 But



22 TR I iA B.:IT;

But when the bully, with affuming pacc, ,
Cocks his broad hat, edg'd round with tarnifb’d lax:c,

Wicld not the way 5 defy his ftrutting pride, -~ 61

And ihru_ﬁ him to the Enuddy kennel’s fide

He never turns again, nor dates appofe,.

But mutters coward curfes as he goes. .
"If drawn by bus nefs toa firect unknqwn, 6s

Lct the fworn porter point thee thro’ the town ;

Be fure obferve the figns, for figns remain,

Like faithful landearks to the walking train.

Seck not from prentices to.learn the way,

Thofe fabling boys will turn thy fepsaftray 5 70

Ask the grave tradefman to direét thee right,
He ne’er deceives, but when he proﬁté by't.

Where fam’d St. Giles's- antient limits {pread,
An iprail'd column rears its lofty head,

Here to fev'n fircets fev'n dials count the day, - 7§
And from each other catch the circling ray.

Here oft the peafant, with cnqi;iting face,
Bewilder'd, trudgeson from place to place s
He dwells on ev'ry fign with ftupid gaze,

Engers the narrow alley’s doubtful maze, %0
c Trics

e
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Trics evry winding court and ftreet in vain,
And doublcs o’er his weary fteps again.
Thus hardy Tbeﬁu: with intrepid feet,
Travers'd the dang’rous labyrinth of Crete s
But fill the wandring paffés forcd hisftay, 85

"Till Ariadne's clue unwinds the way.

But do not t}mqu, like that bold chicf, confide

Thy ventrous. footfteps to a female guide 5
She'll lead thee with delufive fmiles along,

_vac in thy fob, and drop thee in the throng.. go

When waggifh boys the ftunted befom ply

To rid the flabby pavement 5 pafs not by

E'er thou hatt held their hands ; fome heedlefs flirt
Will over-fpread thy calves with fpatt’ring dirt.

‘Where porters hogfheads roll from carts aflope, 95

‘Or brewers down fteep cellars ftretch the rope,
Where cbﬁntcd billets are by carmen toft,

Stay thy rafh ftep, and walk without the pofa

- What tho’ the gath’ring mire thy feet befmear,
The voice of induftry is always near. : 100
Haﬂc' the boy calls thee to his deftin'd ftand,

-And the fhoc fhines beneath his oily hand.

B4 : Here

r
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Here let the Mufe, fatigu'd amid thc"tl.xréng",; S
Adorn her 'prcccpt_s wiih digreflive fqngg

. Of ﬂlirtlcfs"you_ths the fecret rife to trace, i xo;' }
‘And fhow the parent of the fable race. -
* Like nortal man, great Fove (_gg@W;l fond of ‘

change)
Of old was wont this nether world to range
To feek amours ; the vice the monarch lovd,
Soor; th;g’ ghje wid¢ ctherial court hnprdv;d,"' 11Q
'‘And ev'n the proudeft Goddefs now and then
Would lodgc'a night atﬁoqg the fons;tqf ‘m'c'n 5 :
To vulgar Deities defeends thie fathion, .
Eégh, like her betters, had her eai'thlif péﬁio'rx,
‘Then* Cloacina ( Gc;ddcfs of the tide - Irs
Whof; fable ftreams beneath the cit).7 glidé) A
Indulg'd the modifh flame s the town fhe rov'd,
A mqrtal‘ fcgﬁgngc.r the Vf:‘;_w, fhe lov'd ;
The muddy {pots that dry’d} upon his facc;

-Like female patches, heighten’d ev'ry grace: 12'9
* Cloacina was 2 G\oddej}‘ whofé image Tatius (a King of the Sa- !

bines) found in the comman fewers and mot kuowing - what Goddefs

it was, ke called it Cloacina, from the place in which it was ound,

and paid 19 it divirieﬁonqur}. La&ant. 1. 20. Mihuc. Fel. O&.

. P 232.
o . She
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‘At firft a beggar’s brat, compaflion mov'ds

B YRIVIA ¢35

Shegaz'd ; fhe It figh'd. For love can beauties fpy

In what feems faults to ev'ry commgan eye. |
Now had the watchman walk’d hisfecond round ;

When Cloacina hears the rumbling found

Of her brown lover's cart, for well fhe knows: 123

That pleafing thunder: ‘(wift the Goddefs rofe,

" And thro the fircets purfu’d thediftant noife,
~ Her bofom panting with expelted joys.

With the night-wandring hatlet’s airs fhe paft,
Bxu{hd near his fide, and wanton glances caft 3 130
In the black form of cinder-wench fhe came,
When love, the hour, the place had banifhd fhame
“To the dark alley, arm in arm they move:
O may no link-boy interrupt their love!
Whenthepale moon had nine times fill'd her fpace,
The pregnant Goddefs (cautious of difgrace) . 136
Defcends to earth 5 bue fought no midyife’s aid,
Nor midft her anguith to Lucina pray'd;
No cheeiful goﬂip WHh’d the mother joy,
Alone, beneath a bulk, . the dropt the boy. 5140

- The child, thro’ various rifques, in yearsimprov'd,

His

I



His infant tongue: [bon)lcarnt the canting art,
Knew all the pray’ss and whings to touch the hcart;

- Oh happy unown'd youths, your limbs can bear h
The fcorching dog:ftar, and the winter'sair, 146
While thel fich infant, nurs'd with carc and pain,- N
Thirfts with each heat; and conghs with evry rain $

" ‘The Goddefs long had mark’d the child’s diftrefs,-

- ‘And long had fought his fuffrings to redrefs; - 156
She préys the Gods to take the fondling’s part,
To:teach his hands fome beneficial art -
Pradis'd in fireets 5 the Gods her fuit allow’d,

And made him ufeful to the walking croud, -

To ¢leanfe the miry feet, and o'er thc,ihéc 155
With nimble skill the gloffy black renew.

Each’ pow’r contribites to relieve the poor:
With the firong briftles of the mighty boar
©Diana forms his brufh s the God of day o

A tripod gives, amid the crouded way 160
To raife the dirty foot, and eafc his toil 5

‘Kind Neptune fills his vafe with fetid oil - _
Preft from th’ enormous whale; The God of ﬁrc

- From whofe dominions fmoaky - clouds afpire,
‘ ' 2 : Among
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Among thefe gen’rous prefents joins his part, 165
And aids with foot the new japanning art :
Pleas'd fhe receives the gifts; fhe downward ghdﬁ,
Lights in Flogt-ditch, and fhoots bencath the tidess
Now dawns the morn, the ﬁurdy lad awakes, :
Leaps from his ftall, his tangled hair hefhakes, 170
Then lcaning o ‘et the rails, he¢ mufing ftood;
And view'd below the black canal of mud,
Where common fewers a lulling myrmur keep,
Whofe torrents rufh from Holborn's fatal fteep
Penfive thro’ idlenefs, tears flow'd apace, 17§
thch eas’d his loaded heart, and wafl'd his facc 3
At length he fighing cry'd s That boy was bleft,
Whofe infant ligs have drain’d a mother’s breaft 3
But happier far are thofe, (if fuch be known)
Whom both a father and amother own: . 180

~ Butl, alas! hard fortune’s utmoft fcorn, |

Who ne’er knew parent, wasan orphan born' -
Somc boys are rich by bn‘th\bcyond all wants,
Bclov d by unclcs, and kind good old aunts 3
When time comes round, a Chriftmas-box they bcar,

And one day makes them rich forall the year, 186

-+ Had
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Had I the precepts of a Fathiér le,éfn'd,' R
- PerhapsTthen the coach-man’s fare had carn’d,
For lefler boys can drive;; I thirfty ftand
'‘And: fee the double flaggon charge their hand 99
Seethem puff: off ‘the froth, and gulp amain, :
While with dry tongue I lick my lipsin vain. )
While thus he fervent prays, the heaving udc* =
In widen’d circles beats on cither fi de; :
The Goddefs rofe amid the inmoft round,” - ‘195
With wither'd turnip tops her temples crown’d ;
Low reach'd her dripping trefls, lﬁhk; and black
As the fmooth jcf, or glofly raven’s back s S
Around her waift 4 circling el was twmd
Which bound her robe that hung in rags behind.
Now beck’ mno to the boy 5 fhe thus begun; - 201
‘Thy prayers are grantcd weep no more, my fon :
Go thrive. At fome frequented | corner ftand, ~
This bruth I glvc thcc, grafp it in thy hand,
Temper the foot within this-vafe of oil, 205
And let the littlé tnpod aid thy toil 5 -
* On this methinks I fec the walking crew

* At thy requeft fipport the miry fhoc, :
A The
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The foot grows black'that was with'dirt imbrown’d,
And in thy pock‘ct'ji‘ngling halfpence found. 1210
The Godde(s plunges fiwift beneath the flood,

And dafhes all around her fhow’rs of mud :

The youth firait chofe his poﬂ § the ‘fabour ply d

Where ‘branching firects from C)‘aarmg-rrraj.'f dmdc ,'

T

His treble vmccrcfounds alono the Mmjé, : z’{‘s'
And White-ballechocs— Cledn your Honour's jboe'.r:'“
Likethe fiweceballad; this dmafing iay i
"Fob long detaing the walker onhis'way ;7' L
Whiie he attcnds, new dangcrs round fum throng ;!
'P‘( bufy city asks inftru@tive (‘ong 7 330

thre clevated o'er the gaping' ¢roud,
Clafp'd in the board ‘the perjurd ficad is' bow'd; -
Betimes retreat ; hcre, thlck,as hanl&dncs, pout
Tumlﬁs, and half- hatch'd eggs, ‘ (a mingled thow’ r)
Amonc the rabble rain': Some random throw
May: W1th the trickling yolk thy cheek o’crflow. 22 ;

- Though expedition bids, yet never firay -
Where norang’d pofts defend the rugged Way
Here laden carts with thund’ ring waggons meet,

Whecls clath Wlth wheels, and bar the narrow ftreet s 5
. - The
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The lathing whip refounds, the horfes firain, . 231"
And blood in anguith burfts the- fwelling veig.
O barb’rous men, your cruel breafts affuage, v
Why vent ye on the gen’rous fteed your-tagc P
Does not his fervice earn your daily bread? . 235
¥°_‘1f wives, your Fhildrcn, by his labours fcd’i. . ’
If, as the Samian taught, the foul revives, - -
And, fhifting feats, in other bodies livess . .-
Severe fhall be the brutal coachman’s change, - -
Doom’din a hackncy horfe the townto range: 240
Carmen, transform'd, the groaning load fhall draw,
Whom other tyrants with the lath fhall awe.
Who would of Watlingfireet the dangers {harc,
When the broad pavement of Cheapfide is near?
Or who * that rugged ftreet would traverfe o'er, 24§
That ftretches, - O Fleet-ditch, from thy black fhore
To the Tow'r's moated walls? Here fteams afcend °
That, in mxxd fumes, the wrinkled riofe offend.-
Where chandlers cauldrons boil; where fithy prey
Hide the wet ftall, long abfent from the fea; 250 ‘
And where the cleaver chops the heifer’s {poil,
And where huge hogfheads fweat with trainy oil, - -
* Thamesfireet. Thy

-
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Thy breathing noftril hold ; but how fhatl I

Pafs, where in pxlcs * Cornavian cheefes lies
Cheefe, that the table’s clofing rites dcnws, . 28§
And bids me with th’ unwilling chaplaia rife,

O bear me to the paths of fair Pal- mll,

Safe are thy pavements, gtat;ful is thy fmcll} '. .
At diftance rolls along the gilded coach, |
Nor flurdy carmen on thy walks encroach;_ ) ‘269
No lets would bar thy ways were chairs dcny d '
The foft fuppons of lazmcfs and pndc 3

Shops breathe pcrfumcs, thro’ fafhcs nbbon§ glov..

TT

- The mutyal arms of ladies, and the bcau.

Yet ftill ev'n here, when rains thc paﬁ'age hide, 265
Oft the loofe ftone fpirts up a muddy tide
Bencath thy carelefs foot ; and from on hlgh
Where mafons mount the ladder, fragmcnts ﬂy 5,
Moxtar, and cmmblcd lime in thow’rs dcfcend,
And o'cr thy head deftrutive tiles impend. z7’o

- But fometimes let me l&vc the noify roads, |
And filent wand;r in the clofe abedes

* Ch;:ﬂxire' anti?ut{y fo colled. "
' | Where



. Bent on fome mortoagc (to avoi’d rep‘roach)

'I’a‘fs by the Meufé, for try the * thimble’s cheatd!:”
‘When drays | bound high; they never crofs behind;-

. and a little ball.

"‘3fz i TRI-VIAT‘ | B;.ﬁ;

.....

ﬁray’ ,, .(....-.. ' N /“ T
In ﬁudlous thought, the Iong ‘nckduded way
Hcrc I rcmark cach Walkcr S dxff’rcnt face; R 2"755

And in their Iook thcu yarious bus frcfs trace‘ g

Huind

The brokcr hetd tid ’fpaqous Beaver Wears,

Upon h1s brow fit )caiouf' es 4nd ared ¢ H s A
e
He fécks bye. ﬁtccts, and favcs th’ cxpénﬁvc coach: -
Soft, at low doors, old étchers tap ‘theit cané 28‘1
For fair rcclufe, who' travcls ﬂrmy-z'ane, e
Here roams uncombd the lavlfh rake, to fhun R
His Flmﬁreet drﬁpcrs cvctlaﬂing dun. ‘
Carcful obfcrvers, fiudious -of the town, 28;
Shun thc mlsfomines that dxfgracc ‘the clown’ gl

Untcmptcd thcy contemn the jugler’s feats; - <

Where bubbhng yeft is blown'by ‘gitfts of wintt: 290

~ And whenup 'Ludgate~bzll huge carts move {low, -

Far from the ftraining fteeds fecurely go,
* A Cheat commonly praé'h:’d in the jfreets with shree thimbles

Whofe

\

i
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Whofe dafhing hoc\>fs behind them fling the mire,
And mark with muddy blots the gazing ’fquire.
The Parthian thus his javlin backward throws, 29§
And 3s he flies infefts purfuing foes.

The thoughtlefs wits {hall frequent forfeits pay,
'Who ‘gainft the centry’s box difcharge their tea,
Do thou fome court, or fecret corner feek,
Nor fluth with {hame the pafling virgin’s cheek. 300

Yet let me not defcend to trivial fong,
Nor vulgar circumftance my verfe prolong s
‘Why fhould Iteach the maid when torrents pour
Her head to fhelter from the fudden fhov'fr 2
Nature will beft her ready hand inform, 305
With her fpread petticoat tofence the ftorm,
Does not each Waiker know the warning fign,
When wifps of ftraw dcpénd upon the twine
.Crofs the clofe ftreets that then the paversatt
Renews the ways deny’d to coach and cart? 310
Who knbws not that the coachman lathing by

~ Oft with his flourifh cuts the heedlefs eye;

And when he takes his ftand, to wait a fare,
His horfes forcheads fhun the winter'sair? -
| ' C Not
A
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Nor will I roam when fummer's fultry rays 315

Parch the dry ground, and fpread with duftthe ways ;

- With whirlihg gufts the rapid atoms rife,

Smoke o’cr the pavement, and involVe the skies.
Winter my theme confines 5 whofe nitry wind

Shall cruft the flabby mire, and kennels bind ; 320
She bids the fnow defcend in flaky theets, )
And in her hoary mantle clothe the fireets.
Let not the visgin tread thefe {lipp’ry roads,

» The gath’ring fleece the hollow patten, leads ;

. But if thy footfteps flide with clotted frofty, 325

Strike off the breaking balls againft the poft.
On filent wheel the pafling coaches roll ; ,
Oft look behind, and ward the threat'ning pole.

" Inharden’d orbs the fchool-boy mouldsthe fhow,
To mark the coachman. with-a dextrous throw. 339
Why do &c, boys, the kennel’s furface fpread,

To. témpt with faithle(s pafs the matron’s tread }
How can ye lau?gh to fee the damfel fpura,

Sink in your frauds, and her green flocking mourn @
At White's the harnefs’d chairman idly ftands, 335

And fwings around his waift his tingling hands: -

|

|

The |
P



B0  TRIVIA 3
The fempfirefs fpeeds to ‘Change with fedstipt nofe 3
The Belgian ftove bencath her footftool glows s

In haif-whipt muflin needles ufelefs lic,

And fhuttle-cocks acrofs the counter fly; - 348
“Thefe fpotts warm harmlefs ; why then will ye prove,
Deluded maids, the dang’rous flame of love ?

' Where Covent-garden’s farous temple ftands;
That boafts the work of Fénes’ immertal hands 4
Columns with plain magnificence appeat, 344
And graceful potches léad along the fquare: ‘

Here oft my courfe I bend, whenlo! from fa¢

T fpy the furies of the foot-ball war:

The ’prentice quits his thop to join the drew;

Enicteafing crouds the flying game purfue. 350

Thus, as you roll the ball o'er fnowy ground,

The gathring globe augments with ev’ry round.

But whither fhall Irun? the throng draws high,

The ball now skims the ftreet, now foars on high 3

The dext’rous glazier ftrong returns the i)ou_nd, 35S

And iingl_iﬁg fafhes on the pent-houfe found.

O roving Mufe, recall that wond'tous year,

‘When winter reign’d in bleak Britannias airs_
" | Ci - When
- - '

|



3 .  TRIVIA  BL

When haary Z’Me:,. with frofted oziers crown'd,
Was three long moons in icy fetters bound. ' 360

-

- The waterman, forlorn along the thore,
Penfive reclines upon his ufelefs oar, |
Sees harnefs’d fteeds defert the ftony town,
And wandcr roads unftable, -not theirown @ -
: thcls a’er the hardcn’d waters fmoothly glide, 365
And rafe with whiten'd tracks the flippry tide.
Herethe fat cook piles high- the blazing fise,
' And fcarce t/he' fpit can turn the fteeregtics.. -
Booths fudden hide the Fhames, long fireets appean
'And num’rous games proclaim the crouded fair. 370
So-when a gen'sal bids the martial traig..
Spread their encampment o'¢r the fpacious plain 3
Thick-rifing tents a canvas.city build,
" And theloud dice refound theo' all thefield] . ¢
_’Twas here the matron found a doleful fate: 375
Let elegiac lay the woe relate, - Lo
Soft as the breath of diftant fiutes, at, houxs S
"~ When filent ev'ning clofes up the flow'rss .- .
Lulling as falling water's hoilow noide; * ..
Indulging gncf like deomelas Voite.. . . 1 33D
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. DoNevty day had walk'd thefe trcach’roué roads; *
, Her neck grew warpt- béxicath autumnal loads

Of various fruit 5 {he ‘now a basket bore,
That head, alas! fhall basket bear no more.

" Each booth' the frequent paft, in queft of!,gain, 385

And boys with pleafure heard her thrilling ftrain,
Ah Dol ! all mortals muft refign theit, breath,
And inddftry ic felf fubmit to dcath!

The cracking cryftal yields, fhe finks, ihc dics,

Her head, chopt off, from her loft fhouldegs flies 5 390

_ I’xppms fhc cry’d, ‘but death hcr voxcc confounds,

And pip plp pip alono the ice refounds.
So whet the Thracian faries Orpheus tore,
And left his bleeding trunk deform’d with gore,

‘His feverd head ﬂoats down the filver ndc, 395

His yet warm tongue for his loft confort cry’d ;
Edtydice with quiv’ring voice tie moutn’d,
And Heber's banks Emyd)'ce return’d.

But now the weftern gale the flood unbinds,
And black’ning clouds move on with warmer winds,

The wooden town its frail foundatioh’lcavcs, 401 -
- And Thames’ fallurn rollsdownhtsplenteous waves; .
C 3 From 4|
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From ev'ry penthoufc fireams the fleeting fnow, -
And with dlﬁ'olvmg froft the pavements ﬂow, o
Expcncncd men, murd to city ways, - ..4og§
Need not thc Kalendar to count their days,
When thro’ the town with flow and folemn air,
Led by the noﬁnl walks the muzzled bca.t,
‘ Bchind him moves majeftically dull
The pndcg Hackley-hole, the furly bull 5
- Learn hence the periods of the week to name,
Mondaj: and. wafda}: are the days of gamg,
When ﬁ{hy ftalls with double ftore are hud 3
The golden-belly'd carp, thc broad ﬁnn d maxd,
I’\cd-fpccklcd tropts, the falmons filver ;oul
The jointed lobfter, and upfcaly foal;, o
'Ahd'llufc'ious"fcallops, to allure the taftes - -
~ Of rigid zealots to dchcxous fafts 5 : :
| Wednefdays and Fr:daj: you'll obferye from hencg,
. Days,when our ﬁrcs were doom’d to abftinence. 429
When dirty waters from balconics drop,
And dext'rous damfelstwirle the fprinkling mop,
And cleanfe the fpatter'd fafh, and fcrub the. ﬁau's 3

Know Satyrdaj s conglufive morn appears.
Succeflivg

VN

- 410

415
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Succeflive crys the feafons changedeclare, 425§
And mark the monthly progrefs of the year.
Hark, how the fireets with treble voices ring,
To fell the bountecous produc of the {pring !

.chct-fmcliing. flow’rs, and elder’s early bud,

With nettle’s tender fhoots, to cleanfe the blood : 430
And when Fane’s thunder cools the fultry skies,
Ev'n Sundays are-prophan’d by mackrel &ics. -

~ Wallnuts the fruit'rer’s hand, in autumn, ftain,

Blue plumbs and juicy pears augment his gain ;

Next orangi:s the longing boys entice, 435

To truft their copper fortunes to. the dice.

When rofemary, and bays. the Poet’s crown,
Are béwl’d, in frequent cries, thro” all the town,
Then judge the feftival of Chriffmas near,
Chriftmas, the joyous period of the year. 440
Now with bright holly all your temples firow,

- With lauret green, and facred mifletoe.

Now, heav'n-born Charity, thy bleflings fhed 5
Bid meagre Want uprear her fickly head :
Bid thiv'ring limbs be warm ; let plenty’s bowl 445

In humble reofs make glad the needy foul,
. - C 4 ’ SCC,

A
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$ee, fee, the heav'n-born maid hep blcﬁi-ngé ﬁ;cds .

YLo! meagre Want uprears her fickly heads

. Cloath’d are the naked, and the needy giad,

While felfifh Avarice alone is fad. 450
Proud coaches pafs'rcgardlcfs of the moan

Of infant orphans, and the widow’s groan 3

While Charity fill moves the walker’s 'mind,

* His libral purfe relieves the lame and blind.

]'uciic_iouﬂy thy half-pence arc beflow’d, - | 45$

- Where the laboriou‘s' beggar {weeps the road.

Whateer you give, give ever at demand,

Nor l¢t old-age long ftretch his palfy’d hand.

"I"hofc who givc late are igwortun’d-cach day,

‘And fill are teaz'd becaufe they flill delay. 460

If ¢’er the mifer dustt his._farthings fpare,

He thihly {preads them thyo’ the publick fquare,
Where, all befide the rail, rang'd beggars lic,

And from each other ¢atch the daleful cry 3

With heav'n, for two-pence, éhcaply wipes his {core,
Lifts up his cyes, and hafles to beggar mare. 466

W hé;c the brafs knoekéx, wrapt in flannel band, ¢

Forbids the thunder of the fbotman,_’s hand ;

, TR "
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.

Th’ upholder, tueful harbinger of death,

Waits with impatience for the dying breaths 470

As vultures, o'er a camp, with hbv’rihg flight,

Snuff up -the future carnage of the fight.

Hero can’ft thou pafs, unmindful of a pray'r,

That heav’n in.mercy may thy brother fpare ?
Come, F*** fincere, experienc’d friend, 475

Thy briefs, thy deeds, and ev'n thy fees fufpend ;

Come let us leave the Tmﬂe’s filerit walls,

Me busnefs to my diftant lodging calls: ’

Thro’ the long Strand together let us firay : 480

With thee converfing, I forget the way. '

Behold that natrow fireet which fteep defcends;

Whofe building to the flimy fhore extendss

Here Arundels fam'd fru@ure rear'd its frame,

The ftreet 2lonc retains an empty name: . 485

Where Titian’s glowing paint the canvas Warm’d',’ |

And Raphacel's fair defign, with judgment, charm’d,

Now hangs the bell-man’s fong, and pafted here

The_colour'd prints of Querfon appear.

.thrc ftatues brcﬁth’d the work of Tbididf’ hands,

A wooden pump, or lonely watch-houfe ﬁands 490
Thcrc
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There Effex’ ftately pllc adornd the fhore,
There Cecil's, Bedfords, Villers', now no moxe,
Yet Burlington's fair palace ftill remains
Beauty within, without proportion: reigns.

Beneath his eye declining art revives, - 495 .

The wall with animated pi@ture lives ; .
There Hendelftrikes the firings, the melting ftrain

Tranfports the foul, and thrills tho’ ev'ry veins =~ *

‘There oft I enter (but with cleaner thoes)

For Burlington’s belovd by evry Mufe. 50Q0.

. O ye affociate walkers, O my friends,
Upon your ftate what hapgifxcfs attends!
What, tho’ no coach to frcquént vifit rolls,
Nor for your fhilling chairmen fling their poles;;

Yet ftill your. nerves theumatic pains defy, . sos -

Nor lazy jaundice dulls your, faffron eye ;-
No :Waﬁ-ing cough difcharges I_'ojinds of death,
Nor. wheezing afthma heaves in vain for breath 5.

Nor from your reftlefs couch is heard the groan

Of burning gout, or fedentary.ftone. sto |

Let-others in the jolting coach confide,
Or in the leaky boat the Tba,me.r divide 5

!

Or, -
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Or,. box’d within the chair, contemn the fireet,
And truft their fafety to another’s fect,
Still les me walk ; for oft the fudden gale - 51§’
Rufflcs the tide, and fhifts the dang’rous fail ;
Then fhall the paflfenger too late deplore
The whelming billow, and the faithlefs oar;
The drunken chairman in the kennel fpurns,
The glaﬁ'c‘s fhatters, and his charge o'erturns. 520
Who ¢an- recount the coach’s various harms,
The legs disjointed, and the broken arms?

Tve feen a beau, in fome ill-fated hour;
When o'erthe ftones choak’d kennelsfwell the fhow's, '
In gilded chariot lall; he with difdain
Views fpatter’d paflengers all drench’d in rain ;

525

- With mud fill'd high the rumbling cart draws ncar,

Now’ rule thy ;irancing fteeds, lac'd charioteer! .
'The dift-man lafhes on with fpiteful rage,

His pond’rous fpokes thy painted wheel cngagc, s30
‘Cfuih d is thy pride, down falls the fhricking beau,

" The flabby pavement cryftal fragmcnts ftrow,
_ Black floods of mire th’ embroider'd coat difgrace,

And mud enwraps the honbuis of his face. s
. . o
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So when dread Fove the fon of Phmbus hurl'd, 535

Scarr’d with dark thundcf, to the nether world ;'

The headftrong courfers tore the filver reins,

And the fun’s beamy ruin gilds the plains.

If the pale walker pant with wcakniﬁg ills;

His fickly hand is ftor’d with friendly bills: - s40

From hence he learts the feverith-born do@or’s fame,

From hencehe learns the cheapeft tailor’s name.

Shall the large mutton fimoke upon your boards »

Such, Newgate's copious market beft affords.

Wouldft thou with mighty beef ahgment thy meal ?

" Scek Leaden-halls St. Fames's fendstheeveal. 546
Thamesftreet gives cheefes; Covent-garden fruits 3
Moorfields o\d books ; and Monmout hftreet old fuits,
Hence mayft thou well fupply the wants of life,
Support thy family, and clothe thy wife. - 5350

Volumes on. fhelter'd ftalls expanded lie,

*And various'fcicncc lares the learned eyes

. The bending Thelves with pond’rous fcholiafts groan,
And deep divines to modern thops unkiown :
Here, like the bee, that on induftrious wing 55

Colles the various -odours of the fpring,
- ' Walkers,

.
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Waﬁ:c,rs, at leifiire;: tessning’s flow’rs may fpoil,
Nor watch the wafting of the midnight oil,

May metals fatch fram Plurarch’s tatterd page, "

A:mildew'd Bacos orStagyrds. fage. | sba
Here faunt’riig ’prentices o'er Ofaway weep,
Oler Cosigreve fmilc, or-oyer. D k. {leeps .

Pleas'd fempfireflos the Lock's fam'd Rape unfold,. -
* And * Sguists réad ‘Garth, ’till apozems grow cold.
: *Q Lintot, let my labours obvious lie, 565
Rang’d on thyA fiall; for ev'ry curiouseye s
So fhall the poor:thefc precepts gratis know,
And to my verfe their future fafetics owe.
What. walker Thall his mean ambmon ﬁx
On the falfe luftre of.a coach and fix? .570
Let the vain virgin, lurd by glaring fhow,
Sigh for the liv'ries of th’ embroider'd bcau
See yon bright chariot on its. braccs fwmg,
- With Flanders mar;s,, and on an arched f{pring
That wretch to gani an cquipage and place,  $75
Betray’d his fifter to ‘a dewd embrace.

* The name of ;»Apo;bem]’: boy, in the Poem of the Difpenfary.
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This coach that with the blazon’d *feutcheon glows,
Vain of his unknown race, the coxcomb thows.
Here the bribd lawyer, funk in velvet, fleeps;
The ftarving orphan, as he paffes, . weepss . 586
There flames a fool, bcgirt with tinfeil'd flaves, .
" 'Who waftes the wealth of a whole race of knaves.
That other, with a cluftring train behind,
Owes his new honours to a fordid mind.
. This next in court-fidelity excels, .. 383
The publick rifles, and his country fells.
May the proud chariot necver be my fate, =
If puréhas’.d at fo mean, fo dear a rate;
O rather give me fweet content on foot,
Wrapt in my virtue, and a good Ssreost! sgo

TRIVIA

e —.
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"'BOOK I

_ Of walking the Streets by Night.

Trivia Goddefs, leave thefe low abodes,

And traverfe o’er the wide ethereal roads ;

Celeftial Queen; put on thy robes of light,
Now Cynthia nam'd, fair regent of the night.
At fight of thee the villain fheaths his fword,
Nor fcales the wall, to fteal the' wealthy hoard.
O inay thy filver lamp from heav'ns high bow’r

Dire& my footfteps in the midnight hour!

When night firft bids the twinkling ftars appear,

. Or with her cloudy veft inwraps the air,
Then {fwarms the bufy ftreet 5 with cantion tread,
Where the fhop-windows falling threat thy head ;

qu‘lab’rcrs home return, and join their ftrength #

To bear the tott’ring plank, or ladder’s length

bm‘

50
10
:lj
|

till

|
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Still fix thy. eyes ?mtcnt upon the throng, Is
A;;d 'as the paﬂ':s c;pcn wind along ”
'Where the fair columns of 8t.Clement ftand,
Whofe fraiten’d bounds encroach upan the Strawd s
" Where the low pcnthoufc bows the walker’s head,
And the rough pavement wounds the yielding tread 5
\ Where not a po&pmtc&s the-narrow fpace, . 21
.. And firung in twines, . combs*daﬁglo' in thy face;
. Summon at once thy- courage, rouze thy care,
Stand firm, look back berefolute, beware.
Forth xfﬁ,ung fro;n (}ccp lanes, the collxcrs freeds 2 §
Drag the.black lpad ; another: cart fuccccds,
Team:follows tegm, croudsheap’d on crouds appear,
And wait impatiept, ’t;il'l the road grow clear.
Now all the pavem¢nt fountls with'trampling feet,
And the mixt hurry. barrigades: the ftreet, 30
Entahgkd here, the waggon’s fengthen’d team
~Crracks the tough harnefs ; here a pond’rous beam
Lies over-turn'd athwart; for flaughter fed
Here lowing bullocks raife their' horned head.
Now oaths graw load,. with coaches coichcs jar, 3s

And the fmart blow provokes the fturdy war 3 V
I : From
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FroinﬂWlﬁg_h box they whicl the thoag &round,
And with the twining lath their thins. fefound :

* ‘Their sage fermerits,morte dang’rous wounds they try,

And the blood guthes down their painful eye. 40
And now ot foot the frowning warriors light,
And with their pond’rous fifts renew the fight 5 3

Blow anfwess blow, their nhcclr.s ate ‘{mear'd Wxth '

bload,
“*Till. down they fall, dnd gtappling rol} in-mud,

So whien wo boass, in wikd * 2zene bred, 45

j Or on Weflphalia's fatt xiiu»g cheftquts fed, . .
Gnath theie fharp tusks, and rous'd with equal fire,”
Difpute ‘the reign of fome luxurious mire ;

n the black flood they wallow d’er and o’er,

‘Till theix arm’d jaws diftil with foat and gore. 50
Whéte the mob gathcrs, {wiftly fhoot aiong,

Nor idly mingle in the noify throng:

Lur'd by the filver hilt, amid the fwarm,

The fubtil artift will thy fide difarm,

Nor is thy flaxen wig with fafety worn ; 35

High on the fhoulder, in a basket born’

* New Foreft in Hampihire, wnsiently fo called. _
Db Lurks
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Lurks the fly boy's whofe hand to rapine bred,
Plucks off the curling honours of thy head. .
Hlere dives the skulking thief with prativd cight, *
‘And unfelt fingers make thy pocket light, - i 60.

, thnc’é now thy watch, with all its trinkets, lown?

And thy late fhuff-box is no more thyown, '
But lo ! his-bolder theft fome tradefman (pi.cs; ‘
Swift from his prey the fcudding lurcher flies 5
Dext’rous he ‘feapes the: cdach with nimbie bounds,
iWhilft ev'ry honeft tongue ffop zhigf refounds. 66
So fpccdsﬂu: wily fox, alarm’d by fc'al_',—
Who lately fileh’d the turkey’s callow care’s -
Hounds foﬂoﬁing hounds grow londer-as he flies,
And injurd tendnts join the hunter’s cties:. ~ 70

Breathlef$ he ftumbling falls: Ill-fated boy!

Why did ‘n_ot*.h'onc'ﬁ work thy youth;employ ?
Sciz'd by rough hands, fe's dragg’d amid the rout,
And ftretch’d beneath the pump’s inceffant fpout :
Or plung'd in miry ponds, hegafping lies, 75
“Mud chokes his mouth, and plaifters oer his eyes.
Let nof the ballad-finger’s (hrilling ftrain
. Amid the fwarm thy lit'ning -cgr detain :

|

Guard

P




| ~ And cambrick handkerchicfs reward the fong,
. But foon as coach or cart drives rattling on,

T
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Guard wellthy pocket; for thefe Syrens ftand -
To aid the labouts of the divinghandy: . 84
Confed’tate in the cheat, they draw the throng; o

The rabble part, in fhoals they backward run.

- So Jove's loud bolts the mingled war divide, 85
" And Greece and Troy retreat on cither fide.

If the rude throng pour on with furious pace,

.And hap to break thee from a friend’s embrace;

Stop fhott's nor firuggle thro’ the croud in vain, . -

But watch with careful cyethe pafling train. ', 9§

Yet I (perhaps too fond) if chance the tide
Tumultuous bear my partncr from my fide,
Impatient venture back ; defpifing harm,

I force my paflage where the thickeft fwarm.

Thus his loft bride the Trojan fought invain 9§
Through night,and arms,and flames,and hills of flain,
Thus Nifus wander'd o’er the pathlefs grove,

. To find the brave companion of his love,

The pathlefs grove in vain he wanders o'er::

" Ewuryaus, alas! is now no.more, - 1od

D ~ ~ That

v i

-
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That walker, who regardlefs of his:pace,

Turns oft to:pore upon the damfel’s face. =

From fide.to fide by thrufling clbows toft,

'Shall fixike his aking breaft againft the poft 5 -

Or watgr, dafhid fram filhy Ralls, Thaliftain . .. 10§

His rhapk&mat with {piftts of fcaly rain.

But if ubwidsity he chaire :to firay’

Where nirirling turnftites intercept the way,

The thwarting paffenger thall force them round, :

And beatthe wretch h'a]f breathlefs tothe ground.1 10
Let conftant vigilance thy foot&qasguidé," X

#And wary ciccumfpection guard thy fide;

Then fhift thou walk unharm’d the dang’rons night,

Nor nged thofficious ¥ink-boy’s fmoaky light.

Thou never wilt attempt to crofs the road, 115

Where ale-houfe benches reft the porter’s load,

fGrievous to heedlefs fhins ; no barrow’s. wheel, =

.That bruifes oft the truant {fchool-boysheel, - -
Behind thee solling with infidious pace, -

Shall mark thyftocking with a miry trace. 120

Let not thy vent'rous ﬁgpS'approach too nigh, -

" Where gaping wide, *low ficepy cellars lie 5

L]
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If thy thoe wrench afide, down, down you fall,

And overturn the fcolding huckfter’s ftall 3

The fcolding huckfter fhall not o'er thee moan, 125
But pence exa& for nuts and pears o’erthrown,

Tho’ you thro’ cleanlier alteys wind by day,

To fhun the hutrics ‘of the publick way,

Yet ne’er to thofe dark paths by night retire s

Mind osly fafety, and contemn' the mite. 130
Then.nio impervious coturts thy hafte detain,

Nor fneering ale-wives bid thee turn again.

- Where Lincoln's-Inn’s wide fpace is rail'd around,
Crofs not with vent’rous ftep 5 there oft is found
The lurkiﬁg thief, who-whilc the day-light fhone,13 ¢

Made the walls ¢cho with his bcggmg tone :

That crutch which late compaflion mov’d fhall wound
Thy bleeding head, and fell thee to the ground, =
Tho’ thou are tempted by the link-man’s call,

Yet truft hint not along the lonely w:ﬂl 3 140
In the mid-way he'll quench. the flaming brand,
And fhare the booty. with the pilfring band.

Still keep the publick ftreets, where oily rays

Shot from the cryftal lamp, oerfpread the ways.

-D 3 Happy
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Happy duguﬂé.f‘lfdwhdéfc'xidﬂcd?iown! S 14
Here no dark lanthorns fhade the villain’s frown ;
No Spanifp jealoufics tﬁ’y lanes infeft, - o
Nor Roman vengeance ﬁaﬁs th’ unwary breaft ;
Here tyranny neer lifts her purple hand, .
But liberty. and juftice guard the land ; ‘150
No bravos here profefs the bloody trade,
Nor is the church the murd’rer’s refuge made.
Let not the chairman, »with- affuming ftride,
Prefs near the wall, and rudely thruft thy fide:
The laws have fet him bounds s his fervile feet 15’5
Show’d ne’er encroach where pofts defend the ftrect.
Yet who the footman’s arrogance can quell,
Whofe flambeau gilds the fathes of Padl-mall, |
‘When in long rank a train of torches flame, -
To light the midnight'v-iﬁt; of the dame ? - 160
Others, perhaps, by happier guidance led,
May where the chairman refts, with fafety tread ;o
Wheneer 1 pafs, their poles unfeen below,
~ Make my knee tremble with the jarring blow.
1f wheels bar up theroad where ftrectsare croft, 16 g

With gentle words the coachman’s ear accoft: . .
' o ' He

\
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He ne'er the threat, or harfh command orbcys,
But with contempt the fpattor d fhoe: furveys.
Now man with utmoft fartitude thy foul,
To crofs the way where carts and coaches roll; 170 .
Yet do not in thy’ hardy'skill‘con'ﬁi'ic," .

Nor ra{hly rifque the kennel’s fpacious ftride 5

Stay till afar the diftant wheel you hear,’ |

Like dying thunder in the breaking air; _
Thy foot will flide upon the miry flone, 175
And pafling coaches crufh thy tortur'd bone,

Or wheels enclofe theroad s on either hand

Pént round with périls, in the midft you ftand,
And call foraid in vain ; the coachman fwears,
And car-men drive, unmindful of thy prayers. 1 ko o~

Where wilt thou turn ? ah! whither wile thou ﬂy ?

On ev'ry fide the prcﬁing fpekes are nigh.

So failors, while Carybdis’ gulph thcy thun,
Amaz’d, on Scylla’s craggy dangers run. -

Be fure obferve where brown O]hea ftands, 185
Wha boafts her theHy ware from #alifleet fands;
There nmayft thou pafs, with fafe unmiry feet,

Where the rais'd pavement leads athwart the ftreet.
D 4 _If -
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Yf where Fleet-ditch with mirddy ‘current Bows,
You fhmccto toam ; Where oyfier-tubs in rows 1ga
Are rang’d bcﬁdc the pofts; there flay thy hafie,
And with thc "Gy ‘ry fith:indulge: thy tafte :
- The damfel’s kmfe the gapmg he¢ll commands,
While the fait liquor ﬁréamtbttwccn her hands.
The nfan_had fure 2 palate cover'd o'er 19§
With brafs ot ficel, that on the rocky fhore
- Fisft broke the oozy oyﬁér?s pearly coat,
‘And rifqu’d the living morfel down his throat.
What will not lux’ry tafte? Earth, fea, and air -
~ Are daily,rmfagk;d fc;r; the bill of fare. 200
Blood ftuff’d in skins is Brétsb chriftian’s food,
And France robs marthes of the croaking brood ; 5
Spungy morells in frong radouﬁs ar¢ found,
Agd inthe foupe the ﬂxmy_.fna;l is drown’d,
When from high {pouts the dafhing torrents fall,

Ever be watchful to majntain the wall ; 206

For fhould ft thou quit thy ground, the ruthing throng
Will with impetuous fury -drive along
All prefs to gain thofe honours thou hat lof,

And mdcly fhave thee far thhout thepoft. - 216
: ' Then
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And with the nodding plume¢ of Oftrich crown’d ?

57

Then to retrieve the fhed you frrive in vain,
Draggled all o'er, and foak’d in floods of rain,
Yet- rather bear the fhow’s, and;t_o{i@ }_)f mud,
Than in the doabtful quarrel rifque thy blood.
O think on OEdipus’ detefted frate, |
And by his woes be warn'd to fhun thy fate.
Where three roads join'd he met hisfire unknown s -
(Unhappy fire, but more unhappy fon!) ]
Each chim’d the way, their {words the firife decide,
The hoary monarch fell, he groan’d and dy’d! 220
Hence fprung the fatal plague that thin'd thy reign,
Thy curfed inceft! and thy children flain} |
Hence wert thou doom’d in endlefs night to ftray
Thro’ Theban freets, and cheerlefs grope thy way. .

Contemplate, mortal, on thy fleeting years 3~ 22

21§

“See with black, train the funeral pomp appears!
Whether fome heir attends in fable ftate,

.And mourns with outward grief a parent’s fate ;
Or thg:/ fair virgin, nipt in beauty’s bloom,

A croud of lovers follow to her tomb. 230
Why is the herfe with "fcutcheons blazon'd round,

No:
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No : The dead know it not, nor profit gains -

It only ferves to prowve the living vain. *

,How fhost is life! how frail is human truﬁ' 235"

Is all this pomp for laying duft to duft?

Where the nail'd hoop defends the painted ftall,”
Brufh not thy fweeping skirt toonear the wall;
Thy heedlefs fleeve will drink the colourd ol
And fpot indelible thy pocket foil. . 240
Has net wife nature ftrung the legs and feet
Wlth firmeft nerves, defign'dto walk the ftreet?
© Has fhe not given us Hands, to grope aright,
Amidft the frequent dangers of the night?
And think’ft thou not the double noftril meant, 245
To warn from oily woes by previous feent?

* Who can the various city frauds recite,
- With all the petty rapines of the night?
Who now the Guinea-dropper’s bait regards,
Trick’'d by the fharpcr'; dice, or juggler’scards? 250
Why fhould I warn thee ne ’er to join thc fray,

‘ thre the fham quarrel mtcrrupts the way !

* Vayious cheats formerly in practice.

Lives
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Lives there in thcfé our days fo foft a clown,

Brav'd by the bully’s oaths, orthreat'ningfrown ?
1 need not ftrié enjoin the pogket’s care, 25§

'.When from the crouded play you lead the fair §

Who has not here, or watch, or fnuff-box‘ loft,
Or handkerchiefs that India's thuttle boaft ¥

" O! may thy virtue guard thee thro’the roads
Of Drury’s mazy courts, and dark abodes, 260
The harlot's guileful paths, who nightly ftand,

* Where Katherineftreet defcends into the Strand.

Say, vagrant Mufe, their wiles and fubtil agts,

To lure the frangers unfufpetting hearts

So fhall our youth on healthful finewstread, 265
And city cheeks grow warm with rural red.

*Tis the who nightly ftrolls with faunt’ring pace,
No ftubborn ftays her yiclding thape embrace ;
Beneath the lamp her taudry ribbons glare,

The new-fcour'd manteau, and the flattern 2ig; 270
High-draggled petticoats her travels fhow,’
And hollow checks with artful blufhes glow ;

'With flatt’ring founds fhe fooths the cred’lous ear,

My noble captain! charmer! love! my dear!
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In\riding-hood near tavern doors fhe plies, 27§
Or muffied pinners hide her livid eyes.
‘With empty bandbox fhe delights to range,
And feigns a diftant errand. from the ‘Change ;
Nay, fhe will oft the Quaker’s hood profane,
And trudge demure the rounds of ‘D'rmy-la'ne; 280
She darts from farfnet ambuth wily leers, - |
Twitches thy fleeve, or with familiar airs
Her fan will pat thy cheek 5 thefe fhares difdain, -
* Nor gaze behind thee, when fhe turns again.

I knew aycdman, who for thirft of gain, 285
To the.great city drove from Devon's plain
His num’rous lowing herd ; his herds he fold,
And his deep leathern pocket bagg'd with gold ;
Drawn by a fraudful nymph, he gaz'd, he figh'd;;
.. Unmindful of his home, and diftant bride, 290
She leads the willing vitim to his doom,
Through winding alleys to her cobweb room,
Thence thro’ the ftreet he reels from poft to poft,
Valiant with wine, nor knows histreafure lloft.
The vagrant wretch th*afembled watchmen fpies,295

He waves his hanger, and their poles defies 3
' Deep

9
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Decp in the Round-houfe pent, all night he fnores,

" And the next motn in vain his fate deplotes.

T e TN T

Mpv’d by the rhetrick of a filver fee.

Ab haplefs fwiin; unusd to pains and ills!
Canft thou forego roaft beef for naufeouspills? 360
How wilt theu lift to Heav'n thy eyes and hands,
When the long fcroll the furgeon’s fees demands! -
Or clfe (ye Gods avert that worlt difgrace)
Thy ruin'd nofe falls level with thy faces
Then fhall thy wife thy loathfome kifs difdain, sos
And. wholefome ncight;ours fro)rr_x thy mug refrain,
Yetthere arec watchmen, who with fricndly,lighﬁ

- Will teach thy reeling fteps to tread aright;
“ For fixpence will fupport thy helplefs arm,

And home condu@thec, fafe from nightly harm 5310
But if they. fhake their lanthorns, from afar

To call their brethren to confed’rate war

-When rakes refift their power ; if haplefs you \

Should chance to wander with the fcow’ring crew ;

. Tho’ fortune yield thee captive, ne’er defpair, 315

But' feek the conftable’s confid’rate ear; '
He will reverfe ;hc watchman’s harfh decree, ‘

Thus
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T hus would you gain fome fav'rite courtier’s word ;
Fee not the petty clarks, but bribemy Lord. 320

Now is the time that rakes their revels keep s
Kindlers of riot, enemies of fleep.
His fcatter’d pence the ﬁ;ing * Nicker flings,
And with the copper fhow’r the cafement rings.
Who has net heard the Scowrer’smidnight fame 32 ¢
Who has not trembled at the Mohock’s name? -
Woas there a watchman took his hourly rounds,
Safe from their blows, or new-invented wounds?. .
I pafs their defp’rate deeds, and mifchiefs done .
Where fromSnow-bill black fteepy torrentsrun ; 3 30
How mattons, hoop’d' within the hogthead’s womb,.
. Were tumbled furious thence, the rolling tomb
O’er the ftones thunders, bounds from fide to fide,
So Regulus to fave his country dy'd:

Where a dim gleam the paly lanthorn throws 335

O’er the mid pavement, heapy rubbith grows ;
Or arched vaults their gaping jaws extend,
Or the dark caves to common fewers defcend. -

* Gentlemen, who delighted o break windows with balf-pence.
' Oft

—

-
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Oft by the winds extin& the fignal lies,

Or {mother'd in the glimmezing chkct dic; ;40 o

E’er night has half roll'd round her €bon throne s

In the wide gulph the fhatter'd coach o'erthrown

Sinks with the fnorting fteeds ;- the reins are broke,

And from the crackling axle flies the fpoke.

So when fam’d Eddyftone’s far-thooting ray, ' 345

That led the failor thro’ the ftormy way,

Was from its rocky roots by billows torn,

And the high turret in the whirlwind born,

Fleets bulg’d their fides againft the cfaggy land,

And pitchy ruins blacken’d all the ftrand. 350
‘Who then thro® night would hire the harnefs'd

fteed,

And who would choofe the rattling wheel for fpeed ?

But hark! difirefs with fcreaming voice draws
nigh’r, ) :

And wakes the flumb’ring ftreet with cries of fire.

At firft a glowing red enwraps the skies, 355

And ‘bofn By winds the {catt’ring fparks arife s

From beam to beam the fierce contagion fpreads s

The fpiry flames now lift aloft their heads,
| | » Thro'
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Thro’ the burft fafly'a. blazing deluge pours, -
And fplitting tiles defcond in rattling Thow'rs. 3 So'

Now with -thick .crouds th’ enlighten’d pavcmcnt
" fwarms, ’ ‘

The firé-man {weats bencath his crooked axms,

A leathern cafque his vent’rous head dcfcnds

Boldly he climbs where thickeft' {moke afccnds $: ¢
Mov'd by the mother’s fireaming ey¢s and pray'ts; i
The helples infant through the flame he bears, 1566
With po lefs virtue, than through hoftile fire

The “Dardan hero bore his aged. fire. |
See forceful engines fpoat their levell'd fircams, -
Tao quench the blaze that runs: along the beames
The grappling hook plucks rafters from thewalls,371
And heaps on heaps the fioaky ruin falls.

Blown by ftrong winds the fiery tempeft oars, .
Bears down new walls, and pouts alopg the ﬂeors 3
The Hcavns are -all a-blaze, the facc of night 375
" Iscoverd with a fanguine dreadful light : _
Twasfacha light involv'd thy towrs, O Rowz, -
The dire pgc"gg.;of' mighty Cefar’s doom,

‘2 | . When

{
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When.she fin veil'd.in sult his mourning head, .-
And frightful. paodigics the skies o\u@md.' ‘330
Hark | the: drum, thunderes | far; ye. <touds, retires’
Behold } the readyimasch I tipe with fire, '
The nitrous; flore is laid, the (musty traia

With munsing blage awakes the barreli'd giding . -

‘The fhatterd pile finks on the fmeaky ground. -

So whestheyears fhall have revolvdthcdate,

Th incvitable hour:of Naples' fats; .

Heox fapp'd fonndatiaas fhall with thiunders fhake, =

And heave apd .tofk-npon this. fulph'rous lake; 300
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How oft I crof'd where carts and coaches toar'd e

Yet fhall I blefs my labou:s, if mankind

Their future Tafety from my dangers find.

Thus the bold traveller, (murd :o‘x oil,

Whofc ﬁcps have pnntcd Aﬁa‘s defert foil, 400 :
The
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' 7The Barbsous Mrabs haunt ; or Thiv'rifig diof: !\

Dagk Greenlgnd's mountaibs of eternal froft; |-
Whom providence in length of years reftores - -
To the wifl'd harbour of his native fhores’s) -

" Sets forth his journals to the publick view, : 405

To caution, by his wees, ﬁxc'v?and‘king crew., - -
. ‘And now compleat my’gen’fous labou:s hc, S

'Fxm(hd and tipe for immortality.

Death fhall éntomb in dutt this iouldring: framc,
But never reach th”etegnal part,’ my fame, -
When #7*¥ and G * *, ‘mighty names, ~a'te"déad~; 1
Or but at’ Chelfes undér cuffards. road 5 %7200 5 0
When Criticks crazy. bandboges repair, i- - <.
‘And Tragedies, tuen'd rockets, botnce ih ‘st §'i '4.:4. :

 High-rais'd 6n Fleesfireet. pofts, confign’d to-fame,
., 'This work fhall fhine, and walkezs blefs thy name,: -
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