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Nouns are used fo name people, animals, places,
things, and ideas. In Spanish, every noun has a gender
and number,

A. Masculine nouns referring to people, animals, or things
usually end in =o: el libro. Feminine nouns referring to
people, animals, or things usualiy end in -a: la silla.

B. Nouns that imply a gender, whether biological or social,
usually respect that gender: el hermano (brother),
la moza (waitress), el camarero (waiter).

C. Most nouns simply change -o to -a to switch from

| masculine to feminine: el chico (boy), la chica (girl).

- D. Some nouns change completely when referring to

different genders: el hombre (man), la mujer (woman);

el padre (father), la madre (mother).

Articles are words, such as the, a, ond some, used o
qualify nouns and their meanings. Articles must agree
in gender and number with the nouns they accompany.

Masculine Feminine Neuter
Singular el la lo
Plural los las

The definite article corresponds to the English word “the”
i and is used:
. A. Before the noun: El profesor llegd a la universidad ayer.
B. With abstract and generic nouns: la naturaleza.
. €. with infinitives used as nouns: El hablar otro idioma es
importante. (To speak another language is important.)
' D. with nouns listed in a series: Compré la leche, el pan,
y el café. (I bought milk, bread, and coffee.)
E. Before titles such as senar (Mr.), sefora (Mrs.), doclor
(Dr.), except in direct address.
F. Before names of family members: el abuelo (grandfa-
ther), la fia (aunt), but not with papd or mamad.
. G. With clothing and parts of the body instead of the pos-
sessive adjective: Me duele la cabeza. (My head hurts.)
. H. Before names of scholastic subjects: el inglés, la ciencia;
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Adjectives are used lo madify nouns or pronouns

QUALIFYING ADJECTIVES

A. Qualifying adjectives add a quality to a noun and
agree in gender and number with the noun.
1. To make an adjective plural, add ~s after a vowel and
-es after a consonant.
2. Most masculine adjectives end in —o; most feminine
adjectives end in -a.
o. Adjectives that end in =an or —-én are made
feminine by adding =a and removing the accent:
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Z aleman, alemana; cabezén, cabezonao.

g B u b, Adjectives that end in -dor are made feminine by
2 £ e adding ~a: encantador: encantadora
’26 E’ 5 = c. Adjectives ending in —e or in a consonant (-1, -,
t 3 § n -n, -z) do not change
a £ 3 g d. Some adjectives that end in —a do not change
5 9. § and can be both masculine and feminine: hipocri-
§ § 03 2 § ta, rosa, optimista, naranja, violeta.

R4 e 4 T
o3 v .g g 2 e When describing a masculine and a feminine
£252% %0 £ noun with the same adjective, always adopt the
o= o N
€58 g§ - 8 masculine form.
Q= own = 1 N " N
3z8%5%e& B. Most adjectives are placed immediately after the noun.

C. Some adjectives can occur before the noun. In this case,
the masculine form is shortened:
—un perro bueno or un buen perro (a good dog)

Adjective  Shortened Form English Form

bueno buen good _

malo mal bad = ]
' primero primer first

tercero tercer third

D. The adjective grande can take on the shortened form
gran only before feminine nouns: una gran caso (a large

| NOUNS //os SUSTANTIVOS

E. Masculine nouns that end in the consonantsd, I, n,r, s, or |

z add ~a to become feminine: el profesor, la profesora.

F. Some nouns keep the same form for masculine and

feminine, in which case the gender is identified by the
article: el/la artista, el/la estudiante.

G. Some nouns are always masculine or always feminine,

regardless of the gender of the person they designate:
la persona, el bebé, el personaje, la victima.

H. Nouns that refer to objects are always a given gender: &/

piso, la ventana.
Nouns ending in —idn, -~dad, —tad, -lud, and —~umbre
are usually feminine.

J. Irregular nouns
1

| coles; but not with days expressed as dates: Hoy es lunes,
DEFINITE ARTICLES J. With time expressions and before numerals: £s la una.

Some nouns ending in —o are feminine: la mano,
la radio.

2. Some nouns ending in —o are feminine because they
are abbreviations of feminine words: la foto (la foto-

ARTICLES //os ARTICULOS

but not after hablar, saber, aprender, or the preposition
en: Ma gusta la matematica. (I like math.)
With days of the week and seasons: La fiesta es el migr-

(It is one o'clock.)

K. with some common phrases that express place: Estay

en el frabajo. (I'm at work.)

L. The neuter article fo is used with adjectives. An adjec-

tive preceded by |o becomes an abstract noun, equiva-
lent to “what” in English: No comprendo lo que dices,
(I don’t understand what you're saying.)

Note: The word caso means “house” when used with an
article and "home"” without it.

Note: The masculine singular form of the definite article is
used before feminine nouns that begin with a stressed a: el

agua; but not in plural: las aguas.

PREPOSITION AND DEFINITE ARTICLE

When the article el Is preceded by the preposition &, the result

s the contraction al. If it is preceded by dg, the result is del.

These are the only two cases of word contraction in Spanish.

—Cada dia voy al trabajo en bicicleta
—Ella salic del pais.

ADJECTIVES //os ADJETIVOS

house) or una casa grande. However, grande always fol-
lows a masculine noun; the shortened form is not used:
un cuarto grande (a large room). Gran may also bring a
meaning change: un gran hombre (a great man).

E. Other adjectives can also change meaning depending on

whether they are placed before or after the noun:
antiguo (old): —mi antiguo perro (my former dog)
—mi perra anfiguo (my aged dog)
pobre (poor): —jPobre hombre! (Poor man!)
—un hombre pobre (an impoverished man)

COMPARATIVE ADJECTIVES

more mas...que Yo soy mds alta que t0.
I'm taller than you.

less menos ... que Yo comi menos que mi hermano.

grafial, la moto (la motocicleta).
3. Some nouns ending in —a are masculine: el mapa,
el dia.

SINGULAR AND PLURAL NOUNS

A. Plural nouns are formed by adding -s to singular nouns
that end in vowels and -es to singular nouns that end
in consonants: la casa, las casas, el fren, los frenes.
1. Nouns ending in =5 preceded by an unstressed vowel
do not change for the plural: el lunes, los lunes.

2. If the =5 is preceded by a stressed vowel, it does
change: el autobds, los autobuses.

3. Nouns ending in -z change to a -¢ and add -es:
el lapiz, los lapices; la luz, las luces.

B. Mixed-gender groups always adopt the masculine plural
form: los padres (parents), los nifios (children).

INDEFINITE ARTICLES

Masculine Feminine
Singular un una
Plural unos unas

Indefinite articles correspond to the English words “a,”
n,” and “some.” They also are used in Spanish to mean
“approximately” or “a few”: Compré unas manzanas

(I bought a few apples.) The indefinite article:

A. Precedes the noun.

B. Is used before nouns indicating profession and social
status when the nouns are followed by an adjective or
qualifying phrase. Otherwise, the indefinite article is
omitted before such nouns:

—Ana es una alumna mala. but Ana es alumna.

C. is omitted in exclamations after words like jque...!
(what a...1) and tal (such).

D. Is omitted with the numbers cien (one hundred), rmil
(one thousand), or other expressions expressing quan-
tity, such as media docena (a half-dozen).

E. Is omitted after expressions with camao (as), sin (with-
out), cierto (certain), or ofra (another).

DEMONSTRATIVE ADJECTIVES

Masculine Feminine  Meaning
Singular este libro esta casa this book/house

ese libro esa casa that book/house
aquel libro  aquella casa that book/house over
there (far away)
Plural  estos libros estas casas  these books/houses

esos libros  esas casos  those books/houses

aquellos aquellas those books/houses
libros casas over there {far away)

POSSESSIVE ADJECTIVES

Full Form  Full Form Short

1 ate less .thon my brother did. Mastullne Feminine Fofm Meaning
equal fan ... como Eslia cc:vrrflsa es tan c.ara como la otra. rrilois] mials) mils) my

This shirt is as expensive as the other one.
S — —————— _tuyols) tuyals) tu(s) your
IRREGULAR COMPARATIVES suyo(s) suya(s) su(s) his/her, their

nuestro(s) nuestra(s) our

Qualifying Comparative . vuestro(s]  vuestrals] your (with plura! subject)
Advective Medniig Adjective Haqring . , : ‘
biaRo good mejor bétiar In Spanish, possessives come in full and short forms. The
tiale bad peor wiore full forms are used after the noun; the short forms are used
randE 6l S bic before the noun: —los libros fuyos (your books)
Uil 9 fdyor '9ger —tus libros (your books)
pequeno small menor smaller

* When grande and pequeno refer to physical size,

regular comparative equivalents (mdas grande, menos
grande) often are used instead:
—5u casa es mads grande que la mia. (His house is
bigger than mine.)

e Mayor and menor typically are used in the context of age:

—imi hermana mayor (my older brother)

INDEFINITE ADJECTIVES

Indefinite adjectives refer to people or things without
identifying them specifically. The most common indefinite
adjectives are:

cada (each/every)

algin, alguno/a, algunos/as (some)

ningn, ninguna (none)



SPANISH

Pronouns are used lo replace nouns and cerfain prepositional phrases.
PERSONAL PRONOUNS

Personal pronouns substitute for the names of people or objects. They vary in form
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REFLEXIVE PRONOUNS

Reflexive pronouns are used to conjugate reflexive verbs (verbs in which the subject
performs an action on itself).

according to number and gender. Pronoun Meaning Pronoun Meaning
Direct Indirect me  myself nos ourselves L
Person Subject Obiject Object Reflexive le yourself 0s yourselves
Singular 1 yo (1) me (me} me (me) me (myself) _ | consigo  with/to himself, oneself, etc. se/si themselves/yourselves {formal}
2 10 tyou) te [you) te lyou) te (yourself) se himself/herself/itself/yourself {formal)
3-masc. él/Ud. (he/it/you) fo (him/it) le/se(him) se/sithimself)
3-fem.  ella{she/it} la ther/it) le/selher) se/si therself)
Piopalis: | nosofros {wel 195 jus) nos lus] nos {qurselves) Relative pronouns refer to an earlier noun or action (an antecedent). Unlike in English,
2 vosotros® (you) os® (you) os* {you) os* [yourselves) they cannot be omitted.
3-masc. ellos/Uds. {they/you) los {them) les/sefthem)  se/si (themselves)
“3-fem. ellas {they) T las {them) les/se (them) se/silthemselves)- Singular Plural Meaning
. 7 AR - X que = that/which/who/whom
*The second-person familiar plural, vosofros, is used primarily in Spain. Most Latin -
- American countries use the third person plural—ustedes (Uds.]—for both the familiar | Y9! cuales which
and the formal forms of second person with a plural subject. quien quienes who/whom
cuyo/a cuyos/as whose

. A. Subject pronouns usually are used only for emphasis and clarity, since verb endings
in Spanish indicate the person speaking.
1. Subject pronouns usually go before the verb, at the beginning of the sentence.
2. In questions, commands, and reported speech, they usually are after the verb.
 B. Prepositional pronouns always appear after prepositions,
1. Yo becomes mi, and I becomes i, after all prepositions except enfre (between) and
sequn (according to):
—El vino finto es para mi/para t. (The red wine is for me/for you.)
2. When following con (with), mi and i become con + mi = conmigo and con + 1 =
contigo.
—Juan fue al featro econmige. (Juan went to the theater with me.)
3. When referring to him or her as himself or herself, the form is si, usually accompa-
nied by mismo/a:
—Julio se corta el pelo a sT mismo, (Julio cuts his hair himself.)
4. When si is accompanied by con, the construction becomes consigo:
—Esta contenta consigo misma. (She is pleased with herseif.)
- C. Object pronouns usually go before verbs. However, when used with a verb in the infini-
tive, imperative, or gerund form, the object pronoun is attached to the end of the verb.
1. When the pronoun is attached to the verb, the stress of the word changes and
often needs an accent:
—Come las verduras (Eat the vegetables) becomes Comelas (Eat them).
2. If the infinitive or gerund is part of a compound verb, then the pronoun can go
before the main verb.
3. When a sentence contains both a subject and an object pronoun, the subject pro-
noun precedes the object pronoun.
4, If le/les is used together with lo/la, le/les becomes se: Se la di. (1 gave it to her.)

Summary of personal pronoun word order:

Subject + Indirect Object + Direct Object + Verb= Sentence
" Yo te lo doy Yo te lo doy.
| fo you it give I'm giving it to you.

Verbs express action, occurrence, or stales of being.

jl VERB MOODS

A. Indicative: Expresses facts and actual situations
. B. Subjunctive: Expresses actions that are doubtful, possible, or desirable
- C. Imperative: Expresses orders or commands

" The infinitive is the basic root form of a verb. All infinitives in Spanish end in —ar, —er, or —ir.
Regular verb forms are conjugated by dropping the infinitive ending and adding whichever
" ending corresponds to the mood, tense, and person that are being employed.

PRESENT TENSE {INDICATIVE)

A. Used to describe:

1. Action that is happening at the moment

2. Habitual actions

3. Future action when using an adverb of time
B. Conjugation:

PRESENT

| Person [=ar |—er —ir

Singular  yo hablo como vivo
to hablas comes vives

él, ella, Ud. habla come vive

Plural nosotros hablamos comemos vivimos

vosotros habldis comeéis vivis
ellos, ellas, Uds.  hablan comen viven

Lo que is used when the antecedent is a whole clause or concept.
—Lo que mas odio es la violencia. (What | hate most is violence.)

DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS

Demonstrative pronouns identify or point to specific people or things.

Masculine  Feminine Neuter Meaning
Singular éste ésta esto this one

_ésé_ ésa “eso T that one

aquél aquélla aquello that one over there (famy)
Plural éstos éstas estos these ones

és0s “ésas es0s those ones

aquéllos aquéllas aquelios those ones_over there (far away)

Me gustan estos autos y aguél (1 like these cars and that one over there.)

INDEFINITE PRONOUNS

Indefinite pronouns refer to people and things without identifying them. The most com-
mon are algo (something/anything), nada (nothing/anything), alguien (someone/anyone),
and nadie (no one).

INTERROGATIVE PRONOUNS

Interrogative pronouns introduce questions or queries.

Singular  Plural Meaning

qué — what?

cudl cudles which? o
“cuénto/a cuantos/as how much/how mony‘?_

quién quiénes who? )

1. When conjugated, some verbs have stem changes for every person except first- and
second-person plural forms. There are four major stem-change categories in Spanish:
a. e - ie: querer: quiero, quleres, quiere, queremos, queréis, quieren
b. 0 - ue: volver: vuelvo, vuelves, vuelve, volvemos, volvéis, vuelven
c. U= ue:jugar: juego, juegas, juega, jugamos, jugdis, juegan
d. e i: pedir: pido, pides, pide, pedimos, pedis, piden
2. Other verbs have a stem change in the first-person singular form only:
0. C - ZC: CONOCEr: CONOZEO :
b. ¢~ g hacer: hago
c. | =g salir: salgo
d. n - ng: poner: pongo

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

A. Equivalent to the English -ing form; used for progressive tenses with the verb estar,
B. Form:
1. Verbs with infinitives ending in —ar drop -ar and add —ande: hablar: hablando
2. Verbs with infinitives ending in —er and -ir drop -er and -ir and add -iendo:
comer, comiendo; vivir, viviendo.

PAST PARTICIPLE

A. Used with the verb haber to form compound tenses.
B. Can be used as an adjective, in which case it agrees in number and gender.
C. Also used in passive voice constructions.
D. Form:
1. Verbs with infinitives ending in —ar drop -ar and add -ado: hablar, hablado.
2. Verbs with infinitives ending in —er and —ir drop —er and -ir and add -ide: comer,
comido; vivir, vivido,
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VERBS (continued)

PRESENT PROGRESSIVE TENSE

A. Used to express action taking place exactly at the time
of expression: Estoy comiendo. (1 am eating right now.)

B. Formed by using the appropriately conjugated form of
estar in the present tense plus the present participle of
the verb of action: Ella esta hablando/comienda/con-
duciendo. (She is speaking/eating/driving.)

FUTURE TENSE

A. Used to express action that will take place in the
future: El avion llegard manana. (The plane will arrive
tomorrow.)

B. Can also be used to express probability: ;Que hora es?
Mo sé, seran los tres. (What time is it? | don't know, it's
probably around three.)

C. Conjugation

FUTURE

Person -ar -ar =ir
v Yo hablaré comeré viviré
Lé 7!0 hablaréas comerds N ;vfrés
s él, ella, Ud. hablara comera vivira

nosotros hablaremes comeremas viviremos
::9 vosotros habh_:r_é-r's _ﬁ)_meré_ir viviréis .
8 %, ellas, a

Uds. hablaran comeran viviran

D. Irregularities:
1. A-dis added to the stem of some verbs (tener, poner,
valer, venir, salir) when conjugated in the future tense.
This change is the same for all forms of person:
tener: tendré, tendras, fendrd, tendremos, tendréis,
tendran
2. Other verbs drop the —e from the root (caber, haber,
poder, querer, saber). Again, this change is the
same for all forms of person:
caber: cabré, cabrds, cabrd, cabremos, cabréis,
cabran
3. The verbs decir and hacer are irregular as follows:
decir: diré, diras, dird, diremos, diréis, diran
hacer: haré, haras, hard, haremaos, haréis, haran
E. The construction ir (present tense) + a + infinitive can
also be used to express actions in the future:
—Voy a salir a las fres. (I'm going to leave at three
o’clock.)

PAST (PRETERITE) TENSE

A. The preterite tense is used to express finished or com-
plete actions that happened in the past.
B. It can also indicate an action occurring in the
present that began at a specific point in the past:
—Empecé a estudiar ayer. (| began to study yesterday.)
C. Conjugation:

PRETERITE

Person -ar -er =ir
w Yo hablé = comi vivi
é E hablaste B comiste viviste
g él, ella, Ud-. hablé comié vivié

nosotros hablamos comimaos vivimos
= Eorros hablasteis comistels vivistais
g ellos, ellas, " -

| hablaran comieran vivieron

D. Irregularities:

1. When conjugated in the pretertite tense, the root
vowel in the stem of some verbs changes to —u. This
change is the same for all forms of person.
poder: pude, pudiste, pudo, pudimos, pudisteis,
pudieron

2. For some verbs, the root vowel changes to =i.
decir: dije, dijiste, dijo; dijimos, dijisteis, dijeron

3. For some verbs, add -uv at the end of the root.
estar: estuve, estuviste, estuve, esfuvimos, estuvistais,
estuvieron

4. For some verbs, add a =
traer: Iraje, frajiste, trajo, Irajimos, Irajisteis,
trajeron

E. Preserving sound in the first-person preterite:

1. Since there is no ze in Spanish, ce is always used
instead:
almorzar: almorcé; comenzar: comencé

2. To keep the hard ¢ sound, change to qué:
buscar: busqué; sacar: saqué

3. To keep the hard g sound, change to gué:

Nlegar: legué; pagar: pagué

F. Some verbs have distinct meanings in the preterite:

verb Meaning in Meaning in |
5 Present Preterite |
conocer a to know [someone]  to meet [someone]
[alguien)

saber [algo]  to know [something] to find out [something]-

to refuse [to do
something)

to not want [to do
something)

IMPERFECT TENSE

A. Expresses a past action that does not have a defined
beginning or end:

—Hablaba a los chicos en inglés. (He spoke to the
children in English.)

B. Describes a habitual action in the past, corresponding to
the English “used to”; describes people and things:

—ibamos al mismo bar todos los dias. (We used to
g0 to the same bar every day.)

—Mi abuelo era calve, (My grandfather was bald.)

C. Describes what was going on when something else |
happened:

—Mirabamos la pelicula y comiamos po!om:‘ros|
cuando de repente se apagd la luz. (We were
watching the movie and eating popcorn when the
electricity suddenly went out.)

D. Often used with the following expressions: siempre
(always), @ menudo (often), todos los dias (every day),
frecuentemente (frequently).

E. Conjugation:

no querer
fhacer algo]

IMPERFECT

Person -ar -er -ir
Tiy; __habfuha comia vivia
g to hablabas comias vivias |
= él ella, Ud. hablaba comia vivia

nosotros habladbamos comiamos viviamos |
%E vosofros hablabais comials vivigis
"~ ellos, eflas, Uds. hablaban comian vivian

F. Irregularities:
ser: era, eras, era, éramaos, erais, eran
ir: iba, ibas, iba, ibamos, ibais, iban
ver: vela, veias, veia, veiamos, veiais, velan
G. Imperfect progressive: The imperfect of estar plus the
present participle is used to emphasize that something
was in progress when something else happened.
—Estaba caminando por el parque cuando empezd
a llover. (I was walking in the park when it began
to rain.) |

CONDITIONAL TENSE |

A. Expresses the English equivalent of “would” or “could”:
—Te dijo que te ayudaria mariana. (He told you he
would help you tomorrow.)
B. Alsoused to give advice, for polite questions and requests,
and in conditional sentences with the subjunctive:
—5i viniera el conductor, iflamos al museo. (If the
driver came, we would go to the museum.)
C. Conjugation:

CONDITIONAL

Person -ar -er ~ir
Singular yo hablaria comeria viviria

to hablarias comerias vivirias )

él, ella, Udi hablaria comeria viviria B
Flural nosotros hablariames comeriames vivillamos

-vosolros hablariais ~ comeriais  viviriais

ellos, ellas,

Uds. hablarian comerian vivirian

D. Conjugating irregular verbs: same irregular verbs as the
future tense, as the irregularity occurs in the root.

COMPOUND TENSES

A. Present perfect
1. Uses: |
o. Expresses the equivalent of “to have done
something”
b, Expresses actions that have happened in a
period of time that is not yet over
Expresses events in the past that have particular
importance for the present

3l

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE

d Whereas the preterite form emphasizes distance
from the past action, the present perfect brings
the action to the present:

—5u abuelo ha muerto (Her grandfather has
died) instead of 5 abuelo murio (Her grand-
father died)

2. Form: present form of haber + past participle

—Yo he hablado/comido/salido

B. Past perfect (pluperfect)

1. Expresses the equivalent of “had done something”;
events in the past preceded by other events

2. Form: imperfect form of haber + past participle

—Yo habia hablodo/comido/salido

C. Preterite perfect .

1. Mainly used in literary texts to express an action
completed just before another past action, usually
with apenas (hardly, barely)

2. Form: preterite form of haber + past participle

—Yo hube hablado/comido/salido

D. Future perfect

1. Expresses the equivalent of “will have done something”

2. Form: future form of haber + past participle

—Yo habré hablado/comido/salido.

E. Conditional perfect

1. Expresses “would have done something”

—Pensé que cuande terminara la pelicula ya
habrd dejodo de nevar, (I thought that when the
movie ended it would have stopped snowing.)

2. Form: conditional form of haber + past participle

—Yo habria hablado/comido/salido

REFLEXIVES/los REFLEXIVOS

A. In reflexive verbs, the subject both performs and
receives the action of the verb.
B. Form: reflexive pronoun + reflexive verb
—Cada diame bano y me visto, (Every day | bathe and
get dressed.)

Person Reflexive
singular yo tTne[m;gelf)
to te {yourself) ol
E, ella, Ud. se/si (himself / herself} -
Plural nosotros nos lourselves)
-vosorros T

o0s {yourselves)

ellos, ellas, Uds.  se [themselves)

C. The meaning of some verbs changes in the reflexive
form: ponerse (to become, to get); cambiarse (to get
changed); aburrirse (to get bored), dormirse (to fall
asleep); volverse (to become, to turn); irse (to go away)

SUBJUNCTIVE /e! SUBJUNTIVO

A. Uses:

1. To express a wish, hope, desire, preference, sugges-

tion, request, or order
—Qué tengas suerte. (Good luck.)

2. After amain clause that expresses doubt, fear, joy, or

other emotion
—Espero que ganemos el premio. (| hope we win
the prize.)

3. After certain impersonal expressions (es posible que,
es probable que, es dudoso que, es imposible que,
as necesario que, es mejor que, es importante que,
es lastima que) that show necessity, regret, possibil-
ity, or doubt

—Es importante que llegues a tiempo. (it's
important that you arrive on time.)

4. After the negative form of verbs relating to knowl-
edge, perception, and communication

—No creo gue sea infeligente. (I don't think he's
intelligent.)

5. After expressions of intent and purpose such as para
que (so that), a fin de gue (in order that)

—Voy a cocinar para gue comas mejor. (I'm going
to cook so that you eat better.)

6. After expressions of time such as cuando (when),
hasta que (until), tan pronto como (as soon as),
mieniras que (while)

7. After expressions of condition, exception, or
concession, such as con fal de que (given that),
excepto que (except if), aungue (although), sin que
(without, unless), a pesar de que (even though)

—No voy a salir sin que hables con Ana. (I'm not
going to leave unless you talk to Ana.)




B. Conjugation:

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE A. Present perfect subjunctive

Person -ar —-er ~ir 1. Used like the present subjunctive but when the
Singular yo hoble e Vi action of the verb in the subjunctive clause is viewed

t0 hables comas  vivas as completed . .

&1, ella, Ud, Fabla P e 2. Form: present subjunctive form of haber + past
Plural  nosofros hablemos comamos vivamos participle:

- - —NMo creo gue haya hablado con Ana este afio. |

Josoiros habléis comulis vivils (I don’t think I've talked to Ana this year.)

ellos, ellas, Uds. hablen _coman vivan B. Past perfect subjunctive
C. Irregularities: 1. Used like the imperfect subjunctive but when the

1. verbs for which there is a consonant change in the first-
person singular exhibit the same change in all persons
in the present subjunctive: salir: salga, salgas, salga,
salgamos, salgdis, salgan

. Six verbs are irregular in the present subjunctive:
(dar, estar, haber, ir, saber, and ser). For full conjuga-
tions, see the Spanish vVerbs SparkChart.

IMPERFECT SUBJUNCTIVE

A. Used when the main verb is in the preterite, imperfect,
pluperfect, or conditional

action of the verb in the subjunctive clause was com-
pleted before another action took place
2. Form: past subjunctive form of haber + past participle:
—Mo pensaba gue hubieras hablado con Ana
anles que yo. (I didn't think you had talked to
Ana before | did.)

IMPERATIVE /e/ IMPERATIVO

A. Expresses commands
B. Used in the second person and in the first-person
collective (nosofros, as the English equivalent of “let’s”)

B. Conjugation: 1. In second-person formal, affirmative and negative
IMPERFECT SUBJUNCTIVE forms are the same
Person  -ar -er —ir 2. In second-person familiar, affirmative and negative
yo hablara comiera viviera forms are different
- hablase* comiese® viviese® Person Pronoun -ar —er, —ir
= Rl fdolaras:  conlemas VIV ?singulor usted (Ud) [no) hable  (no} viva
=4 hablases comieses vivieses " f
o — —— _— = {formal]
= @l ella, Ud. hablara comiera viviera - - -
hablase comiese viviese 2 plural ustedes {no) hablen {no) vivan
P |
nosotros  hablaramos comiéramos viviramos forgall (uds.)
hablasemos comiésemas viviésemos 2 singular 10 habla vive
T vosofros  hablarais comierais vivierais {familiar| no hables no vivas
g hablaseis comieseis viviesels 2 plural  vosofros  hablad comed; vivid
ellos, ellas, hablaran comieran vivieran {familiar] no habléis no comds; no vivéis
uds. hablasen comiesen viviesen o = = =
1 plural nosotros {no) hablemas (no) vivamos

*The -ra and -se endings are more or less interchangable—
usage depends on regional preference. The -ra endings are
favored in Latin America, whereas the —se endings are used
more often in Spain and seldom in Latin America.

C. Note that affirmative forms for nesolros, vosolras, Ud,,
and Uds., as well as all negative forms, are the same as
the present subjunctive tense.

COMPOUND SUBJUNCTIVE TENSES :

los

SPECIAL VERBS/

VERBOS ESPECIALES

MSER AND ESTAR

Ser and estar both correspond to the English verb “to be,”
but they have distinct uses.
A. Ser

1.
2
3.
4
5.
6.
7
8.
B.
%
2.
3.

4,

Expresses identity

. Describes essential traits of a person, object, or animal

Expresses profession

. Describes nationality, origin, material, or possession

when followed by the preposition de
Expresses location of events, meaning “to take place™:
—Lo fiesta es en el restaurante
Tells the time and date:
—Son las dos y media. Es septiembre.
Forms the passive voice:
—El libro fue escrito por Cervantes.
Forms impersonal expressions:
—Es interesante.

Estar

Expresses location
Expresses a temporary state or condition:

—Ana esta feliz. (Ana is happy.)

—luan esta gordo. (Juan is fat right now.)
Forms the progressive tenses:

—tElla esté estudiando espafiol
used with the adjectives rofo (broken) and muerto
(dead) because they are the result of change

GUSTAR ]

A.
B.
C.

Translates as "to be pleasing”
Used mainly in the third-person singular or plural
Form: personal object pronoun + form of gustar + noun

or infinitive:

—Me gusta tocar la guitarra.
—Le gustan los gatos.
—MNos gusta la nieve

. Some other verbs use the same syntax as gustar: alegrar

(to make happy), doler (to hurt), encontar (to really like),
faltar (to miss), inferasar (to find interesting), imporiar (to
find important), molestar (to bother), parecer (to seem)

ADVERBS //os ADVERBIOS

B. Adverbs of manner: Add =mente to the feminine sin-
gular adjective
—lento (slow): lenfamente (slowly)
—facil (easy): faciimente (easily)

Adverbs modily and determine verbs, adjectives, or
other adverbs.
A. Invariable adverbs: Do not change in number or gender
—hien (well); mal (bad, badly); muy (very); lejos (far);
ayer (yesterday)

L

2,

. Position:

Adverbs foliow the verb they modify:

Ella maneja rapidamente. (She drives quickly.)
Adverbs precede the adjective they modify:

El gato es muy gordo. (The cat is very fat.)

PREPOSITIONS and CONJUNCTIONS /los PREPOSICIONES y las CONJUNCIONES

PREPOSITIONS

Prepositions join with an objecls [nouns or pronouns] fo
form phrases.

A. Many verbs are used along with prepositions:
1. @: empezar a (to begin to), ir a (to go to), aprender a
(to learn to), ponerse a (to begin to)

2. con: contar con (to count on), sofar con (to dream
a fo, at, on hacia toward about), quedarse con (to keep)
ante before, in front of _ hasla until 3. de: acobar de (to have just [done something)), dejar
bajo below, underneath  no absfanfe nevertheless de (to stop [doing something]), elvidarse de (to for-
con with para for, in order to get abo]-‘t): frafar de (to try to)
“confra__against Zor for, because of 4. en: lnsr_sffr en to (insist on), _fordor en (to take one's

. T = time doing), pensar en (to think about)

de o from salve B hcept 5. por: preocuparse por (to worry about)
desde _ from, since, for segin according fo B. The preposition por has many meanings and uses:
duranfe during sin without 1. "For, because of": Brazil es conocido por sus playas.
en on, inside, at, into sobre on, above 2. Denoting time or duration: Voy a leer por una hora.
entre between Iras behind 3. “Through”: Tiene que ir por ff} puerm“
S e;cept' S 4. “"Around”: El restaurante estd por aqui

5. “By means of": Escribame por email

6.

Rate, price, speed, per, in exchange: Pagué demasiado
por el sombrero,

C. Uses of the preposition para (compared to por):

1

2,

“For, in order to" (intention, purpose, destination,
direction): Estudio mucho para entender bien,
The use of something: La tinta es para la pluma

D. The personal a: Spanish requires an a before a direct
object that refers to a person: Voy a visitar a mi fa.
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CONJUNCTIONS 5
Conjunctions join phrases, clauses, or ather words. E g
yie and sino but rather s E 8
ni neither, nor que that E § )
o/ or porque because E-E_ 1)
pero but pues as 55 T/—=—O
= o B
excepto, menos, salvo with the exception of ; =_"g
: —=x

—7H|

OTHER CONSTRUCTIONS /OTRAS ESTRUCTURAS
-

A. To express duration:

—Ella llevaba un mes trabajando cuando se fue.
(She’d been waorking for a month when she quit.)

1. Hacer in present or imperfect + amount of time + Billo express ‘ago”: .
L ! , Preterite form of verb + hace + amount of time
Quie-+ prosent orylmperfect Fense (.)f t'he verp —Llegué hace un mes. (1 arrived one month ago.)
—Hace un mes gue frabajo aqui. (I've worked here C. To express “since”

for one month.)

—Haria un mes gue trabajaba ahi cuando me
despidieron. (I had been working there for one
month when they fired me.)

. Present tense of verb + desde hace + amount of time

—Trabajo aqui desde hace un mes. (I've worked

Present perfect of verb + desde + point in time
—He trabajado aqui desde enero. (I've worked here
since January.)

NEGATION

here for one month.) | no no, none i nor
3. Llevarin present, imperfect, or preterite + amount of jJamas  never ever nunca never
time + present participle nada nothing nadie nobody
—Llevo un mes frabajando aqul. (I've been work- | pinguno none, no one jampoco  nof either

ing here for one month.)

Note:

In Spanish, if a negative follows a verb, a negative must

precede the verb:
—No guiero nada. (I don’t want anything.)
—A ella no le gusta nadie. (She doesn’t like anyone.)

SUFFIXES

Endings that can be added to a word to modify its meaning.
They can refer to size, emotion, affection, and intensity.

Augmentative

big, great, very -dn

ricachin (very wealthy person)

—ole grandale very big)
very, extremely -isimo bellisimo (very beautiful)
Diminutive
small, little —ito/a, ~cito/a chiquito (very small}

corazoncito {little heart)
o/, —cllo/a Juancilia (little Juan, dear Juan)

(



