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“lIll] W}{l”IE 110{1s1!

u’AsII IN(.;’1’ON

16 Jan,tary 1962

Editorial Board
Marine Corps Gazette

Gentlemen:

General .%oup sent to me the January 1962 issue
of the Marine Corps C,azette, a special iss(le on g~lerrilla
warfare. I read it from cover to cover and was IIIOS1 in]-
pressed by its contents. lt was an entirely professional
appraisal of a matter which demands our earnest attention,
for this is the kind of circumstance we may be called upon
to face in many parts of the world.

I urge all officers and men 0[ the Marine Corps to
read and digest this fine work, for I know this to be a
matter of special concern to Marines -- that your pro-
fessional training is pointed toward making every Marine
a master of this art.

I commend you on this outstanding presentation of a
vital subject.

With every good wish,

Sincerely,
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vi Ilttl’olillctioil

tl]is critical “clccade of tl]c guerrilla,” an even witler auc!iencc is
availa~le tl}rougl~ colllnmt-ci;llly published books.

Such interest in lllilitaly pt(]l~lcllx+ is recent, as the hisu)ry of
tlw Al:lrine G)rps Assfwiill ion :lttests. It lvas spurred into I)eing on
~\priI 2S, 1913, isy n Alorinc lvitll a vision: tl~c kttc, great Conl-
Illntldont Gencr:ll J~)l~Il A. l,ejeune. lie was (JI~ly a colonel then,
I;tlt he sau, clc:]lly a grcnl [wc(I for Iwttcr lllilitary cduc:ltif)l], for
pr(](essi(m:ll (Iu}lt’gl}t, (or firlll na{i(,n:ll policies anti slll)pf)rtiilg
tliilittlry tioctrilles. A ])r(jfessiot];ti jo(trlull, Ilc Ijciicvcd, \VilS a first
Slc!j).

50 the Gflzettt’ was fo~l[ltic~i tlll(l—sf~tllel~(~\v–-s\l~)~J(jrtcciby a
t]linuscuie Corps ii’itll ‘loo”(~fiicers, few of tl~cll~ [m)rc ti~an i~igi~-
SCIWO1grwiuntes, in its p:]gcs, Gcncr:Ii 1,ejcut]c, ai(itxi I)y tirat rare
visit)tmry I.ieutcnant C{)ionel “Pete” l;iiis, issucci a message repeat-
edly: Wilt- witl~ Japatl woul~i cul])e, al)lphihious war; A4arines
Illust work now to forge an nn]i)llibious weapon, the Ficet Marine
h_OlCf3. (Oddiy ellollgh, three {icca{ies of guerriikt war in Latin
Al]]crica constitute(i the Illajor ol)StilCIC to itlll]iclllelltation of
Illis \\rf2ilpo11.) ‘1’he an~l)i~ii)i(~~]svicn]rics of Worlti Wnr il nre now
Ilistt)ry, Ilistory written ill imrt I)y llllslit]g A4:lrincs who fittcti
togctllcr-ofrctl in tlm p:lges of tl]e (;mzettc-ti~e (iny, cssentini
I)icccs ti~at compictc(i tile Ill{wlic of alllpi~il)ious cnpabiliry. ‘rile
too(i to I’{)i(yo h:lLi I)CCNIIRlppc[i ai]{i clmrte~i in Iilc 1920’s ami
ixtveci in tllc 1930’s.

“I”i]e san]e pattern Im IWCII true in umx)llvcntional warfare.
‘1’l]e dlrcat iscicarin the 1960’s, i)llt strong warnings were issueci
a{iecz(ie alldtwollccndes:~g{). Forrul]ateiy for tile free wori(i, the
I]lititary j(mrnais contain in their fiiesa rich lodeof stuciy, maiysis,
ilnti coltullentary wl]ich to{iay)s stu(icnts Infly quici{iy mine and
refine.

“1’wo ycnrs ego, c:triy i!l 1960, IIIC Gdzeflc’ l;,dit~)rial Iimrti
i)ug:ltl ititcusivc Woi-k (n) :1 q)cciol issue (icsigilui to ~iralnntizc
tl}c gtwrrilla tllrc:lt so lol~g (Ji}scurcti I)y nuclear chmis. “ri]is
isslic, wl)icll :Ippcorcd in J; ImI; Iry, 1062, :ittractmi notice nll(i
l>r:lise f:lri)cy{)!][i t]kirtl}(]ticst il(~i)cs. i:(~rl~,c~\,cil ltIIciJTllo~vilIttcl)
Im(i I)ccn icft (ret, excxiicnt IImtcriai tl~at begge(i for rcneweci
flttcnti(nl. But a til}y journal with a circulation of 25,000 Inust
!i:~tci~ its Im(igct, cotlllt its pages iii(e tiinlnonds. That is why we



Ilttro(l(lctioti vii

;Irc Illost grn[cflll to Frcdcriclc A. Pritegcr for giving our :lutlwrs
[I)is ch[lce to IMch their tleser\Jedly wi{lcr :Iudietlcc-:lud in a
dlll”;ll)lc (01111.

Just ,vllt) ;Irc II)csc a,ltllf)rs? I,ct us disuus one. ‘1’l,c iirst note
of t\,ar[lil)g ;ll)~)l]t [lllcol)\~cl)ti{)[l:ll warfnrc wm sf)tu)dcd in our
j):l~cs I)y Ilriga(ltcr (;ctlcr:ll S:IIIIIIel 11. (;riflirl) 11, [JSill(; (l(ct. ),
Ii] I(NI, ;\lrh{)ll!~l) I)c \\3sIlicll l)~lt ;1optoil], I]ii tt)l)rl-il)tltit)tl \\:ls
Ill:twivc -.IIw fil:,l tr:l[isl;lliol] {)( IIIC wirilill~ts {)( i\l:II) “1’sc-111118,
Slllcly Illc I(cy!d{lllc 10 ;lll\ st~l{l}f t)f II)c ~ll{rrilld..

‘1’(; [Ii;lt dis[illgllislwd COIIIIM; vclcrnn :IIILI [I]it)kcr, :llltl to the
~)tllcr illll I)ors--–klarincs illl[l friunds of tllC Al;lritlcs-–\\rl)() ]Ilitde
tl)is work possil)lc, tlwsc pgcs drc gtnrcfully dc(licxlc(l.

‘1’. N. G.
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I

THE “JXIEORY AND ‘1’1111 ‘1’IKREA’1’

AIA(I’s I’I(IAII;N ON C;tII,RItIII.A fVAI{
rlnl)d,ld I)y Illig:l(licr (;cl~cr:ll S. Il. ( ;rifiill)

‘rlMlt, SI)ACL;,AND\V1l.1.: “l’lIF, [)tll.l’ll{:{)-l\lll.l’l,\l{

1, [fsAl(: (l{ L’t.)

\’[I:,\vs(II Al,\()
“!”SI:,-”I”UN(; 1~,.1/. K:lr7(ml):lcll, Jr.

]N”t’t?RNAI. wAIt: “]’111:NI:JV [;OAI,\IUNISI ‘1’,\(;IIc Roger llilill)nil

~; Ul:Itllll.1.A WAI{I\I{I. ANI)U.S. h[ll.1”1’Al{Y])01 l(:Y: A !h’[JI)Y
Pcrcr I%rc[ 0[](1 John lV. SIIy

[; UEIII{II.1.AwAI!I,\I\I. IN [~Nl)l!lu)ltvl:lOPI1) ,fltltAS
\v. w. Ros[l)!f”

“1’lwx :Iutllors [Icc(l Iittlc illtr[)duction. {;cT]cKII [;li(litll y~)[l Iultc
jllst I]lct. LVC prcwl)t IICI-Ca (Iigcst of Ilis tr;l]lsl:ltiol) (If Aloo. 1Iis
colnplcte trnnslnti[)lll 11’itl) 3 cmnprchcnsivc nc~v llltr(]ducti~)l), is
avnila[)lc in hook ft)rllt: Afire ‘1’~c-tun,q on Gucrtilld It’17f f(rrc

(IJucdcrick A. l)mc~cr, 1961).
I)r. l{:]rmlll~:lcl~ is lkl~~lry Axiist:lnt See]-ct:lry of I)cfcllsc ft)r

A[:ll)pt)lvcr nlld I({lllc:lti{)n, :1 >tu(lcl)t of gucrrillfi Jvnr for II1311V
yc:lrs, :111(1n Afarillc Itcscrvc cok)nel.

hlr. I Iilsn]ml is I)ircctor of lntclligcncc ;III(I Rcscarcil for tlw
l~cpnrtl]lcnt of St2tc. 1Ic Ims hen a g~lcrrillo Ilil)lsclf, os I)c stales
ill his orticlc, origil)ally ii s~)cccll dclivcrcd A(lgust 1, 1961, to t])c
lnstit~~tc of Worl{l AfT:~irs, il] SaI~ I>icgo. 1lC I):H wri~tcn lIJC
I:orcivf)r(l for :11] illll){)ll:lllt ;I(l[lition to gllcllill;\-J\’:llf:li-c lilcl:)-
turc: ~’topic’s lk’dt’, [’cople’s AwIy: ~’h [’ict (;u/lg /t)sl~rrcctio)l
Illi71)m71for U?l(l<’rticxfc’lol)c,(iComtricf (I; rcdcrick .A. Prncgcr,
1962).

I)r. Ihrct :111(1I JI. SIIy orc l)istorians :1: I]ril]ccloll Univcrsily

.?



willl a special interest in currei]t defense prxhlenls. Their views
{)11 I]llc{}llvelltif]l]:]l wnr ilre fully tlevel[,]}eti ill ;I wccnt 1)()()1<,

Ciucrr;l/m in (he 1960’s (Frderick A. I}txegcr, 1962).
1)1. R{}sto!v’s arriclc fvns tailored fronl a wi{icly ncclailned talk

he gave wl}e!l hc W:M Specinl Assist:tnt for Xatimol Semlrity
A [r~irs t~~tile Presi(lcnt (If tiw United States. 1Ic I]as sintx Ixxome
(3mitmun of tllc St:ltc 1)ep:lrtllwnt ll)]icy Pl:mnillg Council.



.Mao’s Primer on

CJuerrill:l Wm.”

ill clmroclcr.
011 IIlt t)tl)cr II;III(I, ill ;1 \\wrof co~ll)[cliclollltioll:it)’ Il:IIIIrc,

Il)cre is III) ])l;lcc for gtlcrrilla Imstilititx. IICC:IIISC g(lcrrill:l \wlrf:Irc
Imiully tlerives frolll the mm.ws nn(l is stil)portc(i I)y tl)cll), it. C:III

neither mist nor II()(irish if it Sep3rilt’CS irsclf fret}) Tlwir sy]))~);~tllics

mld cooperation.

There ill’~ {1)(M \vllo do not colllplcl)cIl(I gtlcrlil!;l :l(tiotl, ;Itl(l
\tJlto Illcrcforc (!() I]ot (II)CICISIXII(1 t)Ic (lisli[l/;(li\l}ii]g (l~l:lliticfi of

;I ])eoplc’s gllcrl-ill:l \v:lr, \VII()S:ly: “0111)” I’rglll:lr [1”()()1)s(“21) C:ll’rv

(Jilt fycr I ill;l ol)crnlions,” “ “Illcrc :Iuc ()[ll(:i\ \{llo, IXx’a(lsc !Iwy {lo

not l)clic\, c ill Il\c (Iltilll:ltc SIICCCSS ()( gII{. I rillo ;lctio(l, lllislol(cllly
s;Iy: “(illcrrill; ] \\;)rf:lrc is ;III illsigl)i(iu;illt ;III(I Iligl)ly 51)c(i:ili7c(l
tyl)c of ol)cr:ltiol)” ill \vi\icl)tllcrc is II() I)l:icc fol- tllc III:ISSC5of tlic

P~OP’c”” [’llcrc :lre tllfrsc wI)() ridicule II)c II1OWS 211(i ull(lcl-l]lil)e

rcsistmlcc I)y \vil(ll~ xs\cl-(ing that [Ile l)co~)lc IUIVCn(I \l[l(lcrw;\li(!-
illg of III( \vnr (If r(sist:lnce.

‘I-hc politicill gII:Il Illllst I)C Clc:llly :111(1l)rc(”iscly i[)(lica(c(l to

“ ‘1’llisversit)[lJVJSextr~ctcd by l’be New l’ork “/’i)/IeJ,@ IY61, (I-,)01tlIc
full-lcngtl] wticlc prin[cd by tl)c Gdzetlc ill 1941 ;lI1d II,I\\.Iiailat,lc ill I)cJ(JI(
fll[llL

5



6 ‘1‘k’ (; [(c)tillL7--A II(1 I I OILS to I:iqht 1 {1111

il)h;ll]it:}l]ts of guerrillj] zoIIcs, :IIId tllcir [Intif)llnl conscitmstless
il\\,:li:enc (l,

!’IICI-C 21C w)inc Il]ili(nris(s WIN)say: “lVC arc not interested in
I)olitics I)tlt OIIly in IIIC [)lofcssiotl” (;f :It-IIM.” It is vitnl tht these
\i[lll)lc-l)li[l(ic({ ‘Iltilit:lris(s IIC 1113LIcto rc:liizc tllc rcl:t[ionship
I)ct}i ccn p[)li(ics :111(1IIlilit;lry nfioirs. Alilit:lly oction is 3 llletl)od
IISC{I10 :ltt3i[~ I politic:ll flo:I1.



-1’llc’‘r}ll’ot”ymlfi th 7’h/’L’,lt 7

[isll \\Ii{) il)l)tloit it. 1 lo\\ l])oy it bc said tl]at [I]mc t\\/oCilllll(lt exist

togctl)cr? It is only (Il)(lisciplincd troops” \\III,) IIMI;C tlw people
tl]cir cl]cl])iu, :Ind \\flI{), Iikc (Ilc fish ()(It of ils ll:lti\~e elcl]]cnt, cfil)-

1101 ii\,c.

\Vc f(lrlll, r (Jur Illi.,iio]l of destroying Il)c c[lc[l)y l)y ])ro]):I-
g:][l(lizil)g Iii troo])s,” 1)}’ trm[ing l~is captl]rc(l sol(licrs \vitl]”’ (:011-
si(lcr:ll iol), :111(1I)y c:lril]g {I)r lhosc of I)is YVIILII1(IC(I JVII() fall into

OIIr llmId5. II \\,c f;lil ill II Irsc respects, wc strcllglilcll [IIC solidarity

of tllc encll})’.

‘[”he ])ril))~lly f~lllcliol]s ()[ guerrillas 3rc tllrcc: first, to con(lllct

a \v:II on eslcrior lil)cs, tl)ar is, ii) tl)c rear (Jf {I)c c[]cll)y; scc(Jnd,
to cst:ll)lisll I):ms; last, 10 cxtcn(i tl)c \J’:lr :Irc:ts, ‘[’11(1sgucrrillo
Ix]rticil):ltio[l ill tl)c TIiIr is i)ot Il)crcly 3 tllot(cr (,f l)IIrcly I(nl
~(lcrrilli] [:l(lics I)LII il]\ollc5 strarcgicn] collsi,lcl;]li{)lls.

l\’l):lt is I)lsic gLICI Iill;l stratugy? G(lcrrill<t >lr:~lcgy IIIIIS[ ]iri-

l)):iril~ I)e II;IS(XI 011 ;Il(rtlllxs, -I]l[)l)ility, :111(1 :lIl:lcl{. It 11111s1I)c

:l(I;II!JC{I to (Ilc C!l)clll} ~.ittl:lti~)ll,Ilw tcrr:li l], [IIC cxisti[lg Iil)cs of
col])ll]lll]ic:ltiol],” tl)c rcltri\~c strcllgrlls, tile \\Jr:Itlwr, :Il)(i IIK sit-
(I:lliol) of LIIc people,

Ill gucrrill,l \\arf:if-c select rile tactic of sccl]]illg to colix ftol~l
IIIC C:IS[ :111(I,tttackil]g fIX)III tlIc \\’cst; avoid Illc solid, attilcl( tllc

ll(]llo\\; ntto( k; Ivitl]dmiv; (Iclivcr n Iigl]tnillg l)lo\v, SCC1{ n ligllt-

Ilillg ,Ic(isif)l,. \VIIcIl [~llcrlillas cl]gagc a stron~cr cllcllly, they

\\’itll(lra\\’\\l}cIl I)c :Itlv;IIIccs; harass I]illl WIICHIic stops; strike Iiitll
WIICI] Ilc i\ \VCaI-y; pIIrSIIC Ilill] wllcm Ilc \vi(ll(lro\vs. 11) gllcrrilla
strategy the tmcll)y’s rc:lr, ~l:]nks, and other vulncrat)le spots arc
Ilis vit:ll points, :1]](1!Ilcrc hc t)}usr I)e I):lrassc(l, :Ittacl(c(l, (Iispcrsc(l,
cxl]:]~lstc(l, 41)(I al]llil)il:ltcxl.

If \,c [ol)l]ot SIIIIOIII1(I \\lIolc arltlics, \Jc (111 a[ Ic3sI l);lr[i:lll?

~lc\l I(I\ II ICI II; if \\c {WIII)I)I kill tl]c CI]CIII)’tloI)])\, \\(’(.:111c:ll)t(lw
Illclll. 1’11(: ((1(;11 Cli(’(1 ()( 111311),I(K’;II sll((.L’\\(.~, \\Ill I)c 10 (’11,1!1[<(,

IIIC lrl,lli\,c \Irc IIfi(l Is I)( ti]c ()})l)()sillg forces.
C;IIL lrlill:]\ ,:111g:]il] IIIC il]ili:l(ivc if III(} I(cui) ill Il)ill(l [II(: \\c:II<

l)oi[ll\ {I( 11)( cl)cltl}f. Ilcc:l(tw of tile uncill}’> il)\\lllicicl)t lll:tll-
])()\\(’l’, gllcl-llll:l\ C;ll [,) )cr:]tc over V;ISt rul.1.il~)rics; I)ccil(lsc IIIC
cllcll)} is ii t jlci~l)cr ,1[1(1o I)arl]nri:l[l, ~(lcrrillo\ C:III gain [IIC

confi(lcl)cc 1)1 II)illiol]s ()( tllcir co(lntrylllcl~; I)v[,;IIIw of IIlc stll -



I)i(lity of CIlCIIIy cwlIII13ndcrs, gllcrrillos c-nil IIlalcc f’1111(Isc of tllcir

11!!’11CICVCIIICSS.

‘1’llc Icatlcr niust IJC Iil(c tllc fislIcrIII:IIl wIN), \vitll his nets, is

:IIIIC Ilotll to cast them and pull tllclll out in mvnrcIIcss of tllc

(Icplll of tllc Wltcr, tllc Strength of tllc Cllrlcllt, or tllc pl”cscncc of

:III\, t)lmr~lctimls tlmt tll:ly ({NII tllclll. As IIIC (isl~crll]:lt~ c{mtrt~ls
Ilij IICIS, s{) tllc guclrilkt Icn(lcr twlillt:lills cotlt:lut \\itl~ nn(l control”

I)\rt Ilis utlits.

fVllcII tllc sittmti(m is srriotls, tlw g(wrrillm Illllst llIovc \vitll
tlw fhti(litv of Ivntcr :IIId tl~c cnsc of tllc l)lo\villg ]vill(l. Ability to
ii~llt :1 \\,nrwitllottt n rc:lr :Irc:l is n f(ltld:llllctlt:ll clmr:lctcristicof
g~lcrrill:t action, I)ut tl]is (Iocs not tllc:tll tll:lt gucrt-ill:vi cnn exist
:lrl(l ftll)ction over n long pcrio(l of till)c \f.itl\out the dcvcl(q)lllcnt
of lme nwm. GIlcrrilln I)mcs illoy I)c cl:mi(icd nccotdillg t{) their
Iocnti(m :1s: first, tlloultt:lill I):wc;; scco{ld, ])l:lins Imscs; :111(I lost,
tivcr, Inkc, nnd l)nv t)mscs.“1IICndv~llt:lgcs of Imcs ill tllo(llltoinotls”
OIC:lSnrc cvidcllt.

After (Icfc:tting (tic cncltty it] nl}y nt-c:l, !Vc 11111s(1:11(C:Idvmlgc

()[ tllc pcti(d Ilc Ic(luircs for lcotg:ltli7:llioll” to l)l-css Ilotltc our
:llt:lclw. \Vc t]lust tlotntt:lclc911 ol)jcclivc \vc nrc Ilot ccrmill of
\\il\lling.kVc I])mt cotlfillco ~lro})crotio[ls [() rclntivclysllmll nrc:ls
:In(t dcsttx]y the ctlclny all(l trnitols ill IIN)SCl)I;lccs. tVllcll (Ilc
inll:ll)itants Imve IJCCIIillspirccl, IICW voltlt)tccrs xrxcl)tc(l, trxinccl,
c(l~til)pcd, 211d orgnni7d, our opcrati(ms Il)xy I)c cxtcndcd to

illclu(lc cities mld Iillcs of collll]ltll]icntioll” not strongly I)cld. Wc
111:1~’nt Icmt hold tllcsc for tcltlpornry (if not lwrll}:tllcllt) pcrids.

All these nrc(mr(ltttics ill ofTcllsi;cstl:ltcgy.”l’ llcilol)jcct” is to
Icngtlicfl tllc ~)ctio(l tllc cilcllly Illtlst rc[lulitl ‘(JII tlIc (Icfcllsivc.
I Ilctl I)IIr ]Ililil:lry :Ictivitics nl)(l oltr oqpllli7.:ltioll” \\’olk nlllotlg

IIW III:ISSCSof the pcI)plc l\lllst IIC 7,twhIIIsly cYp:III(ltxl; :111(1with
c(lllol 7.cfll the strcllgttl of Illc cuctt]y n[l:lcl(c(l 31)[1(Iit)tillisllc(l.

no\\ nrc gucrrilln (I[lits fortltc(l? in II)IICI C:IW, tllc gucrrill:l
(Illit is f{)rlllcd fr~~tll tl]c f)cople. ‘I”llis is (IIC ftll](loll)ct)t:ll type.
(’1)011 the arrival of the enetny nrn)y to oppress nn(l sln~lglltcr tllc
l)cople, their Icn(lct-s c311 up(m tllclll to I-csist. “l’lIcy assctlll)lc tllc
I)lost \rnlolol]sclclllctlts,” 2rIII tllcllt ~vitll 01(1rifles or I)ird gums, find
IIIIIS n gucrrilln tluit bcgitls.

III some plnccs \vllcrc tllc h)rxl fy)vcrnmcnt is Ilot dctcrtnincd



or Nhcrc its {JfTiccrs llavc 011 fled, the Icadet-s :lit)ollg tlw Ilmws
cnll III)(II1tllc ])coplc It) resist an(l tllcy rcspt)ll(l, III [.ilc(ll]l’i[i]tl(.cs

t)f IIlis I{it]tl, tllc duties of Icndcrsllip usuntly f;lll ItlM)Il [IIC slltJlll-
dcrs of vollng stmdcnts, tcncllcrs, profcsst)rs, otllrr c(lllc:ltot”s, I[lc:ll

s{~l(licry, ptx)fcssioll:ll II ICI1, artisnl]s , nlld those \\i[llo(il :1 fixc(l ])r4)-
fcssio[l: \vlI() :Irc \\illillg to exert tl]clnsclvcs ({I Illc 1:1s1 (1101) of

fllcir I)lood.”

‘I”llcrc ;lrc tllosc \\’llo Wy “1 01112 fnllllcr” f)l” ‘(i :1111a Slll[lc’llt”;
“1 cnfl discl]ss Iitcr:ltllrc I);lt Ilot Illilitnry oils.” ‘I’llis is itl(x~rrcct.
‘1’licrc is III) ~)r[)f(,llll(l (lifTcrcncc I)ct!f’cell Illc’ f:lrlllcr :111(1Illc’
st)ltlicr. Y{JU [I]llst lm\’cco\lr:lgc. Yousitl]l)ly IC:IIC \r(,Itr f:IIIIIS:III(l
I)ccOIIIC sol(licrs. ‘I”ll:lt JO(I nrc farlllcrs is of 110 diil_clcllcc, :Illtl,if
You Il:]vc c(ltlcfltiotl, Il;ilt is so much tllc I)ct[cr. \VllcIl vf)~l t:lkc
;~{)llr:lrl]]s ill 1]:1[1[1,yr)tl I)ccoll]cst)l{licrs; JVI}CI]1o11 :Ilc ();-f{:]l\izc[l,
\,{J~IIICCOIIIC Illilit:ll-ir Illlits. Gucrrilln ll(~stililics ;IIC IIIC \lnivct-si[y
tlf \\.:lr.

lSlill :ltll~tilcr; type {If tlnit is [Ilnt orgnlli7,c(l ft-oil) trool)s” lll:lt

COIIIC OVCI” fl’olll tllc CIlcllly. It is contillllfill~’ I)ossil)lc II) I)ro(lllcc

[lis:llTculioll in their 12111(s :IIIL! \\’c Inust incrcnw I)IIr l)rIIl)o[<o Il(l:I

cfTOIls :IIlli f(]l]lcnt [Illllillics :Il]ml)g SUCIItr(~<~l)s.lllllllcllixtcl\’ :i(tcr
l]llllin\’, IIIcv lnust I)c rccci\~ccl illro o~lr rflflks :111(I(}q~:llli/ctl. Ill
IcgfiI(l to ti~is type of ttllit, it I]]xy I)c s:li(l 111:11l)olitic:ll flork

xillong tllcll] is of tllc utlllost il]lpomttlcc.

Gucrrilln orgnnizn[iolw” IC:lII :]1so bc] forn]c(l froth I):IIIA of

l):ll)(lits :lt](l brignnds. I\l:IIIy Imndit groups ]Nm :1s gllcrrill:ls :lnd
it is f)[lly llcccssnr}~ I(J mrrcct tllcir politicnl I)clicf$ I(I c(Hlvcrl

thclll.

III sl)itc of incsc:lll:ll,lc (lif~crcllcc~ ill tllc flllltl:lll]cllt:ll t}.~)cs of
g~lcrrillfi Ixlllds, it is l}~hsil)lc to utlitc tilcl]l 10 f(,tlll :t \:lst srw of
gLICrI inns.

/\ll [IIC j)c(q)lc of 1)0111scxcs frol)t [Ilc ;Igcs (JI Sitttwl [() f(lll}”-
fivc Ill\lst I)c t~rgatli~.c,l illl{) self-[lcfcllsc llflits, [II(. l,:i\i\(If \\lli;ll
is vol It IItnry scrvicc. As :1 first stc]), they IIl\I\I]) II ICIIIC :11III\, IIIVI!

l)otl~ ll]ilit:lry find ])olitical trnilli[lg lll(]st IIC ~il-cll Illclll. “1’llcir

rcsporlsil)ilitics arc: Iomi srl)try tlutics, scciltillq ii)f{)llll:llioll of.
tl)c Cllcnly, :Irrcstillg tr:litors, nn[l prcvcllril)g tllc (Iiss(’[llili:ltioll of

CIlcllly prop:lgmd:l.
lf~ilcll the CIICIIIy l:IUIKl~CS a gtlcrl-illo-stll} l)lcs\i(lll {Irilc, tlww



1[) l-he Gmwillo-A~Iii 11OW to light lli?i~

units, :IrIIICd with v’lmt JIcnjm]s tllcrc ntc, :Irc xssig!lcd to ccrtnin
:lrcns to deceive, Ilimlcr, and Imrm Ilitll. ‘I”llus tllc self-dcfcl]se
IIllits assist tl]c c{)mlmt:lnt gucrrilh.

‘1’llcy hnvc (jtllcr fttt\ctit)ns. “I”IIcv f\lrl]isll slt-clcl]cr-l)ca rers to
c:lrry rllc \\ouIl{lc{l, c:lrricrs to tflkc ({NI(I to lllc tl(lol}s, ntld coln-
ff]rt-lltissi{)ns to prt]\i(lc tllc trx]{q]s \\itll [M :111(Il)t~rri(lgc. Ilflch
lltcl]ll~cr of tlwsc grfltll)s Illtlst IMVC:1 \\”c:llMMI,c\cII if IIIC wcfilMm
is only :1 kllifct n I)ist<)l, :1 Intlcc, {Jr :1 slw:lt.

III _rcgnd t!) the I)r{)l)lclll of gltcrrilla c[l\li}~llwllt, it Illttst I)c
~tlltlcrsto(d tll:lt g\lcrrill:ls :Irc Iiglltly :lI” IIIC{I :lII:IC’1< gl”(mp that

rc(]\lirc sillq)le c(luipllcnt.

(;ucl-lilh l)mIds tllnt ol-igin:lte \\itll tllc pc(q>lc :Irc f[ltmishcd
\\itll rc\olvcrs, pistols, I)ir(l gIIIls, sl)c:Irs, I)ig s~~or(ls, :111(1 Inlld

tl!tllcs :11)(I I))ot-txrs of It)c;ll tlmllll(:ld~lrc. otllcr clclllclltfiry
\\C:IIMIIMnrc :I&lcll, :~tl(l m IIt:ltIy Ilc\\-tvlw ri(lcs :1s :Irc n\~nilnl)lc

:lrc ~lis!ril}tltctl. After :1 Iwri{d O( rcsist;lncc, i( is ]mssil)ic to in-
[w:lsc tllc :Illl{)ttnt ~j(c(]lliplllcnt 1)}, c:ll)ttlrillg it fn)tl] tllc ctlcllly.

AI! :lrlll{tt-~ sINI(II(l I)c cst:ll,lisllctl itl c:lcI1 g\lcrrill:l distl-ict for

IIlc itl:lll~l(a~ttlrc nll(l rc]):lit uf rifles :1!](I for tllc production of

<vittridgcs, II:lIICI grcn:ldcs, and I):\}rollcts. Gtlcrtillns Il]ust not

(lcl)cl Ill too”IIIIICIIfm :111:lrl]lor ~} . “l’llC-CnCIIIy is tllc l)rincip:ll source
4)( IIwir sIIl)pl\F.I;or (Icslrltcti[)tl (J( rnil\v:]y tt-:lck:lgc, I)ridgcs, and
sl:ltit~lls in cllcfll}~-c(tllllftllc(l tcllitf)r~f, it is llc(wwiry I() gntllcr
I(lgc Illc’1’ {lctllf~liii[ttl Ilwtcri:lls. “1’l(,(q)s itlusl Iw Ir:ljllctl ill tllc
l~lclm~ntif~~lnll(l tlsc {J( {lctllftlitif,l~s, :111(Itlclll(~lili,~l~[Illils tllilst IJC
tjtfy:111t7,cdin C3CIIrcgitllcnt.

If Wcstcr!l Illc(licillcs :ll-C not :Iv;lilnt)lc, If)c;ll Itw(licil)cs must

I)c !ll:l(IC to suffice.

l)r(ll):tg:llldn IIlntcri:tls :trc very illl[)t)rt:ll~t. l~vct-y large g(lcrrilla

\tt]it sIIOUI(I h:Ivc 3 l)lilltill~ l)l:CSS ;111(1lllillICogl”:ll)ll S[(Jl\C. ‘1’IICY

tlllht :!1so Il:lvc }):ll)cr 011 \fhicll to l)tint l)l-f)lxlg:tn(l:l Ic:lflcts nld

notices.

III :lddili{)ll, it is llcccswr~ to lI:I\c fieltl gl:wws, ({N1lI):Mscs, 211(1

lllilit:ll~’ IIKII)S. At! :wuollll)lisl)rxl gllvtlill:l tltlit \\ill :Ictltlirc tllcsc
IIlillgs.
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“’I’IIc Il]:lill forlll of strtlgglc is \I,21-, tllr 111:1111(0111’I II( (J}g:llli
~,:lti{)ll is the arIII}., ” A1:I() ‘J’sc-tutlg, tllc ~litt:lt{lr c)( I(ctl (lllill:t,
IIIICC!olmrvcd. Ilc c13boratccl Ilis [Iicllll]l tllif \\:Iy: “. \\-illl[)l]t

:lrIIIcd stmgglc tllcrc \\,ill bc no ])13cc f(~l- IIIC llli~lcl:lli:lt, III(I(,
\\ill I)c 1)0 ptacc for tllc pcfq>lc, tllcrc will I)c I1(J(l)lillllllllist i’iIIl\,
o[ld there will he fl{) victory in rcvoluti{)ll.’”

‘[’his plliloso])lly, Ivllicll rclntcs ~~nr :111(1Iclol(llioll” so cl(vwl\,
is tllc cIld producl of IIlorc tllfltl n (l It; 111CI-C(IIIIIII’i (il<ll}:lll(l
cxl)cricllcc witl] lllilitor~ tllattcrs. It is 11111:1 ~tti]) {I( il]t(ll((.111:11

[illscl wllicl) A4:10I1:ILI~)icl(c(l Ilp fr{)tll IIIV (l:l,,si(~ of (i~i]]tlllll]i~lll.
It rcprcscnts his {I\\Il IIlost illti[lmtc vici~ I)( 011(1:II)[)IO;ICII l{) [IIC
prt)l)lcnl of rcv{)luti{~n.

To t)c sure, Ilis rcv{)lt]tionary ft)rcl)c~rs 11:1(I:! f:lr gIc;I((I illict(,l

i!) ll]ilit~ry affnits, l~flrticlll~rly n]ilit:ll) tllc(~I\f, tll:l!l lI:i\,c (JIIIVI
rcvolu[iolmrics” :1[ (Jtllcr ti[]lcs. ‘IIIc nrticlcs tlI:I( K;II-I AI;IIX ;III(i hi\
fricild :}ntl collfll,ol:]tor” Fricdrich Ktlgcls \\tf,tc {III II)( (Jtil]]c:lil
~~’:lr for tllc old NcTL’ }’wk 7’7i/J?Ille \\’c I c :Ilt I il,~llc{l 1[, ( ;(il(!.!!
fVil]ficltl Scott-t llcll, illcidctlt:llly, rtli]llilt!! fot- Il]c l’lc\i(!cllt\ 01
[IICSCLJllitcd St:l[<~. Nor is tllcrc fitly (I{)IIIJI Ii),It III{ I)(,,I {[)l]tfi]l
pf)r:lry \\’titil)g1)11tlIc l:]:l[lco-l)rtlssi:ltl l\’:11 III IH71) ,, :If tll:lt ~11)11(

IIJ l:.tIgClS ill tile /’(1/1 Af(r// Gm.ctfc. “1 II( 1’1(11(11 S()(i:ili\l .1(:11}

~~l(lr?s \\rote L’AJT//(:C Nortw/le, wl]icl) \[ill IIIII\I I)c I CR:II-(l((l ,I\

:1 clxssic of Inilitfil} litctnturc. “l-IIc l{~lssi:lll I,cllill rc;lil :11](1(011],
n]clltcd on Clausc\\iM, fllld Slnlin IIm C(IIIIIIICIIICII 1)11 I,cflil) :111(1
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Clauscwitz. More recently, l<hrushcllcv 110s Icvclcd criticislu at
tllc Illilitmry insights of Stalin-he snid that Stalin did not even
km)w how to read a Illilitary map-and tl]is would seen] to indi-
mtc that by his own lights Khrushchev considers hil)lsctf a com-

pctcnt n)i]itnry critic. In short, whcrcm the citi7,cnry of the
Il:cstcrn It-orld IMS had few students of l]lilitary affairs mm)ng its
responsible political figures-A lexancicr Hau]iltol~ and “Teddy”
R(){m\’cIt and Sir Winston Churchill arc perhps the Illost pr(mli-
ncllt of those exceptions that prove the rule-the illtcllccxunls Ind
tllc politicians of the Conul]ullist world, translating their basic
cx)llccpt of elms itmr into ulcaningful action, IMIVCgiven \vllfit in
:Inotllcr socict~ nligllt I)c m!lcd pra~crf[ll comidcration to tllc
st[[dy of l])ilitar~ policv. Moo is tllj ]I)ost distinguished of tl)c
(I)l)]lllunists wII;) l)a~’c “givcll ]]]ilitary theory tl~cir conccntmted
and continuous attention,

Afao’s n]ilitary thinking is not part of a Party line. To be sure,
hc quotes from various Communist gospels, hut he also quotes
fr()]ll Cl~irlcse ll]ilitary classics, ptlrtic~llarly tl~e~tr()rl{ of Sun Tzu,
~[itll ~~’hich IIC is thoroughly” fanlilior. And froth Clnuscwitz,

,,. .‘-
IitM)II) hc stttdlcd 111CIIIIICSC translatwn as C21”!V :1S !928, hC

I)orrous” the usu~lly qllotcd catch phtmcs. nut, ‘essentially, his
tl)corics of If’ar arc gcl}crolizcd fn)ll) Ilis ~)\IIl cxl)cricnccs as a
]c!’ol~ltiol):lr~~.”“Ihc da}~-to-d:l~~crises forlllc(l tl~c foundation of a
(I[)ctriue thn-t presclltl~ purp~)rts to I)c gcllcr;llly ai)})lic:ll)lc and.
:ll)solutc!v tilllclcss. TIIus, Ilis (irst iulpl)mnt lllilittry piece, The
.$t~rl,q<y)e”if~the [,’hil),qkwg ,~fofoltflil]s (192~), (Icols”}trith specific
i)rol)lcIlls nnd hence is dated. On the I’rotr,zctcd 1~’ar, which he
\frotc :1 dccadc Inter, dcqls ffith gcncl-alitics, Ia}.s doil,n a set of
“il]]tl]utnl)lc” IatIs an[i tllcrel)v prcsu III:Il)l\J seeks It} t:lkc tllc “if”
out of \\arfarc, nnd to tllakc n scicllcc of :Irl art.

“1’l\crc :~rc fancier dcfilliti{)ns, but I)asic; llly I]lilitory dlcory,
IIlliikc Illost otllcrs, IUIS to (lo \vith Ilmkillg Iilc I)cst usc of the

:l\:]il:ll)lc. In l)road tcrllls, l]lilit;]rv doctlillc tiI)tIl(l SCCIIIto have.
SOIIICsix cotllp(mcnts, tllrcc of ~thicll :Irc l:l[lgil]lc :ll)d tl~rcc (If
f! Ilicl] arc not.

of tile tnugit)lcs, there is, first, tllc JIC:II)OIISslstclll: the kmg-
1)()~1, the Sviss pike, the A-l)onll), itclns on tile’ long list of the
instrtltncnts of ~$nr that hvc givctl n sole l)I)sscssor 3 Illou)ent of



military supremacy. Second, there is the s(lppl~ systcln, It)gis(ic-s
in the broadest sense. Perhaps this is the arc~ in ~!hich U.S. I])ili-

tat-y genius has best expressed itself. F.VCI1such U.S. cxjtltril]utiolls
m amphibious techniques have contributed i~<)~~l(}rc thn[~, for
cmmple, the fleet train, the Red Ball Express, tl~c depot s~stcnl-
those techniques by \\’hich we helped fight nnd \\in a u,nr 011 the
outside lines of coll}lllll~licatiorls. And, thir(i, tl~crc is T)Iatlp{J\Tcr,

And then there arc three intangibles: spnc~, \vhich is defined
here as square milcfige plus obstacles, u)in[ls a workable c(}]ll-
IIlunications network; time; and \\rill.It is to tllcsc tllrcc, spree
nnd tiwre and will, tlmt the industria] }Vcstcrn lv(Jrl(i has. glvcrl

!cast thought, and to which Mao has gi\cn lnost. ~“hc reason is

silllple enough, for tllcse three factors, plus lll:tllpot\cr, oddcd up
to the totality of his cxp]oitable military potential. Wcap[)l]s and
supplies were narr-()\\ly restricted. His \\nsa militar~ force horn
in the most abject poverty. The problcrl) tou’~~d lvhich hc
directed his attention, therefore, was this: 1Imv can a n~tion that
is not industrialized defeat a nation that is? lrl stating his corlclu-
sit)ns, hc mid nothing which had not I)ccll sr:lrc(l in or)c ~~:1},4)1.
nll~}thcr before, but hc did rerank rnilitar\. ncccssitics. 1 Ic :lT1(IIlis
ft)llo\vcrs have acl}ic\cci a ticgrcc of succ&, tlllflJttllll;ltcl\, \\Ilicil
forces m relativcl\ ill equipped as these im(i llfjt :lcilicic~i <lllril~g
tl~c whole of the Ilinctcenth century, t\hcIl ~~>cstcl-narnls cal-ricxl
Western culture into tile far corners of tllc \\orl(i.

Among the Conllllunist Victrninil in in(iocllilla, mII(M~gtllc
E1ui{s in the Philippines and tile insurgcnrs in llfaiaya, Nlaf)’s
\\ritings were gospci. Wlwt [.enin-did on tiw s[]i)jcct of ilnpcriai-
isl]l nncf Marx (M1 c:lpita]islll, il’fao bm (i~)llc for :lrlti-ii~[itlstri:ll
warfare. That is ~illy nn understanding of IIl:io’s tllilitar}~ philos-
{)pl~y may be of tztthcr more than cmuo i interest. -

Although Mao nc~cr states it quite this \\:I~, the Imsic prclllisc
of his theory is thnt politicai nmbiiizntion 1]1:1} I)c slll)stir~ltc{l for
i[~<iustrial mobilizati(>n with a successful lllilit:~r}, otlrc{)lllc. “1’llot
is to say, his fundal)lcntai belief is that only th~)sc Ml]{) \vili ~(ill]it
dcfent can be defeated. So if the totality of a ix]p~ll:]ti{)n cn[l bc
made to resist surrcncicr, this resistance can bc turllc(i into o wnr
of attrition which \viil eventually anti incvit;li)ly i)c vic(ori(~us.
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-1’11,’“1’hol”y 071,{ th’ ‘1’1>)1’11/ [J

Iol)gcr I)c ;1[1. \\’;ll”s, ” \I IICII tl)crc \\~illI)c n “IIcJ\’ ivorl(l of l)clIIl;I-
I]c[)t ])c:lcc;,l !I[)cti]):l,lclltligllt,” (l:I\\,I)s 01) tlIU II I(JII()\\ 01”vi(to r}.

IILII tlIc vi(u{ly(lf \vlli[ll Ilc is spcol<i[l~ lirs ill ;1 !V[)r”l(l111:1(ICSilfc
ft)l- {~ I, I] II III II II\III, in :111:Igc ill \\l)icl) il~ Cll(ll]i(+ :IIC LIII\llvI1. Ilc

llcliu\cs III;II IIIC \\illil\J!llcs\I(J col]ll)rottlijc” l}:i\ 1 (l;I\\ Iutfij, illl[l

IICI, _tllihl)\\-:lgillg le\olllti[)ll;ll}’, \\Fl)() II(IIt! (Iirccts IIIC li\’cs
of Ill! )l”c 111(1 [11;111:1!1}’ otl)cr in tl)c WIN)IC \\,orl(l, clult]gcd I\is

lltil)(l~ I I:lssil((css [Iilllll)(.(1 Ilis \’ic\v of a \\’orl(l 11):11is (l)l])[tlunist

coll[t(~llc(l flolil l)olt I(I [)ole, of :1 \\’:Ir (1101 IIiII\t ()( l]cccssil~ CI}II-

til)llc (Il]lil Ilis S(JI1 (JI’ \\orl(l is :1 prcscllr rulity?
l\T:II, gi\~cn Jp(l(:(’, ti))lc,21)(1 rhc ]c\~ol~ltioll:tly” wi// 10 cxl)loil



IIICIII, Il;ls fl(~r {MIl\’ii (lc;tr ;llld ccmin outcvjllw, but Clc:llly dc-
Iill:llllc sr:lgcs as IIcll, ill !lInt)’s Illilit:lry tllcolt)gy. Protracted war,
Ilc III)ICS, }/I/tsl (:111(1IIlis is :1 ]Ioilll Iw III;II;CS(Ii)gtlmticnlly) pass
llll’O 11/:11 Il)l”(, c \l:l~:cs. it! [Iw iirsl, A’1:1() is (JII t{ll:lt Ile calls tlw
“~(l;l[,.~:i(. (11*i”cl15i\c.” “1 IIC SWOIILI is;l I)erio(l ofsl:llcltmtc, aperiml
{)( l)lcl~:lr:lli{)ll ft)r Iilc third, in tthich n shift t{) the ofrcnsivc
I:tl,cs 1)1:1[.c.It is IIic first l)cri(~~lal)(ult ~vlliclt A1;N)is Inost c(Ml-
cx’l”llc(l.

\\’luit i~ il Itlilil;tt} ol)jcctive? .A hill, ill] ill{lltslliill cenccr, a tmil
Iitlr , 311 ;lir I):WC; ()( u)llrse they :Irc. IIut tlII)sc U.S. olxervcrs
\\l)() IIl{mghr 11}:11tlIc lIhs of sIIcl\ facilities ywllul dcfmt were
\\rIII)g. OIIl\ IIlc (Iuwrllcl ion f)f llle cncnly ’s ~oucc ill lwillg cfln
l)tilt~ 011 CII;I to rc~ist:llt(c. AIIII Jorcc i)) l>ci?)<qill a coul]try SUCII
:1~ (l~ill:l, Ifllcrc (ICI)CII(ICIICC(MI goods” is lllil~iill:ll, con s~ltvivc
ttll{lcl lllll~clic}al~lc {t)tl(lili{ms, It dupcllds 011 \\,ll:lt ;111 ilrlll)~

ll\lll l\\ 111(’Sl;lkcs ;Irc.

,flol”L’(l\’C’1”, Illc Illol’c ollc side in t]ll y \\’:lyC:lll afford to sur-

lrcti~lcr, tlw ll)~)rc tlw (jtl~cr lll~lst (lcfu~d. A1:Io \\~M\villing to give,
III Illif (iml sl:lgc 0( ~i;lr, :1 gl~:lt ~lC~ll111(1~~(1. 11~ Il}:ll{cs ~]ll}ost ~1
lllidl (,(tltctlcsil;ll~ili(}, {,( rctrc:lt. “IS it nf)tsclf-c{]t~tro{lict{> ry t{]
li~ltl Ilcr(,ic:lll}, Iilst ;IIIII alm]ltio!l territory ~fl Cl\\’ilt_(lS?” Ilc asks
lllcti)li~’:lll}’.’l:l)ctl rlwtoricwlly hc answerswittlyct :ln(ltllcrqucs-
lit,tl: “OII; C31S first :III\l tl~cl) wlicvcs oneself; (l(~cs (MICcat ill
,;~i,]~”

11111;IlllIOIIglI (Ic(c31s Irulumtly nlake heroes, tllcy do not en-
(I) II In~<c Illc sl)irir {Jf rc~islallcc. (Illly victory, l~{}lvcvcr SIllilll, cnll
11[) this. “1’IIu511CCCMI[IISIIIOIInctit)w-—-tl]e rni(l, [IIC :II1lI)usII, tllc
.lss:ls~ill:tlioll--tllis i~ ttw tllxtcri:~l fr(~lll wl~ich Illilitant enthusiasm
I., \\fI\,cII. I!(I[ u{)lltitlllotls \,ictor y ilt tl]is Icvcl of ll~ilitary activity
1~ Il(It :1 IIml(cr (II’ q:111:1Illrv :IIId glory, but of caution and self-.. .
rcs[r;lilll. AI:II) rccogni~.us tllnt (iurillg the strntegic defensive, the
,cI), l)licct, fsllliilillisc; ltlli{)ll.

,\g:lit} :Il)d agnin I)c illvciglls ngninst the dangers of desperado-
!>11), IIIL! I)l”l)ccss I>y u’llicl~ {,nc gains glory by losing one’s shirt.
\!~xill :111(I:Ig:litl l;{” ithi\ts 011 [IIC ncccssity of IIK:II superiority;

~it,c :IIt[I c\~~I)Ict] ;Iw]insl (MIC is I)is ft~rjlluln. G)llli)ining dispersion
\\ill\ collcu]tmlioll” 4)( (orCc, tl}c sccrct (}f victory in detail—this
IL,lllc t.(IIlcqM IIC is ltyil~g tt) p~lt :It Illc ft~rcfr{mt of the minds
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In{-ernal War:
‘[k NW Communist “ractic

I IIC (i)l~l \V:Ir \vitl] (Joll]tlllll)ist Russia Ius bccil \\ith us for six-
1((11 ~cars, AI)I1 C:ICII t’cor, IIw G)Ill(llullist tactics :~rc Ilmrc sul)tle

:111{1Colllplcx. ill IIlc “1940’S, it wm silllple: tile Soviet policy of
r\l)itl\>it)llat}{i Ilw Alllcticon policy of cotltflillnwllt. The threat
(Ii’ (Iirccl (;olllttllll]ist :Iggrcssiol) rcI)]jlills, I)(lt new, Itlorc so])l listi -

(.:IIc(I t;tctics 31C :I(I(Ic(I cvcty year.

‘1”() IIIOSr Anwrical)s, the [)m-ic dal~gcr over the ~xlst dccadc hns
t)cctl IIIC rl)tc:lt of :111-()(lt [I)cr]llonuclczr war. Tllc tl)rcat renmins.
Ii (low itl](l sl]olllcl [IcIII:II1(I otir careful, constant :Illctltion.

Ncxl, Illcrc hns I)ccn tllc tlltwtt of “lill~itecl tvnr’’–-(}lfnsilio[ ~c(l,(l,
I()()t-sl()ggillg figl]titlg 01) tile gro(lnd-with ar(illery, machine

~[lllls, and grcludcs. ‘1’l\is is tl]e dirty, bitter I)wil)css of direct,
i,Lrs(,(I:Il I;illillg, its \t’c liIIc\v it in Korea.

Ii[)litc(l \\wI-s :111(1tot:tl 111:11are clIIscly lillkc(l. A Iil])ited war

(,111 I)c Ilw cscal:ttor c:trr~~illg tl)c ~~rorl(l right (I!) I() tllc mushroom”

t 1[)11[1s.

l{tIt CVCII w \\u l13\c l)(\II{{crrxl tl]is co[l~lccti(}l)-:~1](1 112vc tried

III I)rc})ore foj I)otll c\rcllt (l:llitics—tl)c G)mmutlisrs have foul)d
\!,11;1!III(’I’ I’cg:lr(l ;1s ;1 llc\lr chinh in otlr fin]lor. “1’l)c ncw tactic

I\ il)tctl}al \\’or-millg I]lilitnry form not ncross I]:ltional bmmd-

.llic~ I)tit insi(tc II ICI II. “l”llis I]cwcst cot)ccpt is tg(lcrrilla war-or,

1(1 (IW :1 II)orc auc\It3tc rcrIII, iJ)te7)Iffl war.

11 \\:Is Il)is tll:tl Ptxsi(lcnt KcIIIIc(ly 11:1(1in I]]ill(l when he said:

\\’c (;ICCa cl I:IllcIIgc. it) lkrlin, I)(It IIwl-c is also a challenge in
S(,ll(lww Asi:l, where IIIC lt~)rdct-sIrc lCSSgumdc[i, the enemy
II: IIXICI t{, fiII(l, :11111IIIC (I:tngcrs of Colllt])mism ICSSapparent to
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‘1’11(1scvcll while lrcllc:llillg rl]c llerlil) clisis, Klll\l$llcllL!\’ 1);1s

stressed tl)is tl)itxl 3])pro:I[lI ()( ilitcrl):]l \v:lr ilg:lill ;III(I :Ignil] in rc -
ccnt spcecl)es. Hc sccs lIIC pr)s>il)ilitim for intcrl}:}i \v:lrs in Asia.
A(lic:l, a])d I.:ltin A])lcricn M the t)cst w~y of ~lsing force to
CX]I:III(Itllc (l)ll~l~l~ll)i\[cll)pirc \\fi(li Illc Ic:)st I“i\li. I Ic :Irgllcs Illot

II II ClC:Ir \\I:lr it too” (lis:l\(lo\ls CVCII for I.cnil)iits. Al)~):)rcl)tly l~c’
1);1s I)cgul) to l)ilvc lli~ (loLIl)ts :Il)ollt cvct) litlli[ctl \v3r f)[l IIIC
I<orc;lll III(KIL!I.

\vc C:,,, t:,l(C s(,lllc (l-L(lit for l<llr\lsllcllcv’s cl):lllgc of Ilc:ll’1.
()(Ir ~trdtcgic force 10 {Ic(cr i](]clc:]r \tr:lr 11:)s I):li(l its \v:l~. (J1[r

cfroils to l)uil(l grolli)(l fol-ccs, otlr aili;lllces, ili}(l ()(ir sacrifices

i[) Korc:]-the f:lct 11):1( \\’cstoo(l” :ln(l foll~llt-l):lvc :11! I)ni(i (iii_.

III rclrospcct, \vc udi) I)c ])rou(l of all (his, lho~lgll 0111” pri~~C

s1]()(]1(1 l)ot lead to ()\!(lc()llfitlcl]cc. klorco\’cr, \vc fiius~ I)elvow

of tl)inking tl]i]t tl]csc (Iilfcrult tactics were scpnrntc or unt-cl:ltcd.

l;.vc]l in tllc c:lrly w:lgcs t)f tllc (l)ld Wor, tllc Sovicrs lll:lnipll-
Ii)tcd illtcrl~:ll wnrs il) S[)iltl\c;]st Asin, ln(loi~csi:l, tllc Pllilil)pincs,
Illtlia, C;II:IICI1l:lI:], ;Illil i!) vlllncrol)lc stntm ill IIw fllidtllc I’kt.
‘1’hcS{)vict Ic:ldcrs, I)Ic<I ;15tllcy \\crc ill xl] nr[)los ) lCIC of tlrl)amII
I]wctl inrriguc and rc\t)l\ltit)tl:lry pl{)ttillg, were I)uslic(i furtt)cr
ill tlwir rl]inkillg I)y IIIC stlc(’css of Al;lo T!x-tm)g’s pcwlllt-l)asc(i
~llillesc C{)l)~ll)[lnist lc\<)l~lti{)n.

‘1’he reslllt is tilat illlcrll:ll \\fnrf:l[c 11:1srccclltly g~lillc(i :1 ll~\~
I)r{)lnincncc in S{)vict (i(Ig Il13. Wllot i<hr(lsllcilc\’ cniis “\\rilrsof
Iil)crntif)ll” or “jtlst \\:IIs” :Irc now collsi(icrc{i tllc Ill{)st l)l-[)l))isillg
p:lti)s to filrtllcr cxl)~li)~io[). ‘I”i)c tllcf)ry cnoi)lcs Alt)sct)\v nn{i
l)cl<illg to lui]nip~ll:ltc ft)r tl]cir own p~lr~wsm tllc poiitic:li, cc[)-
IIt)lltic, :ln~l si)cioi le~’tji~ltioll:lly fervor 111:]( is I)I)\i siicc])itlg
,)ILICI1[)( tile \lllcicr[ic\!clt)l)c(i \\Iorl{l. Since 11):11)}/ g{)vcl”lllllcllt>

orc \\Jcal{, sillcc SOIIIC :IrU corrul)t , sil)cc tlIcrc is II IIICII inj~lsticc ill
tllc \\~)rl[l,;lr](i sillcc tl)c (:olllllltllli~t cc)llspiril[om :IIC \vcli trnillcci
311~isl]pl)lic(i, it is II SII:Ili JJ fditiy c:lsy l{) St:ll”t 01” I:lkc ;I(lv; llll:lgc

of on i[lrcrl];ll \\J:Ir :IIILi ((I cl:lil)l ti]:ll JC:II’S of i)l(I()(i :tII(i lcltor 31C

ill tile pcol)lc’s il)(crc~t, i;,vcn \\Ilwn0 gI)vcIIIIIwIt {tics 10 II Il(ic I”-

t:ll(C l“Cfol”lll ;lll(i liCCl) IIIC I)CIICC—;IS in \’cncz. rIc10 or (l)lol))l)i:l--



tlIc G)ll)l])(lllists Clwllt that tllc gorcrllll Icllt is “rcprmsivc” mld

l“C(loUl)lc their cf~orts.

A second cicvclopnlcrlt is the [lc\il)ilit} :lI)LI sophistication” in

t:lcticsof guerrilla terror mI(l sul)\ct5i(111. ‘1’IIc Soviets continue to

s}) Ims(Ir G)l]lt))unist rcl)cllions ()\,crtly \\llcrcvcr possible. ‘T%cy

:11so do their t)cst to in filtrntc II:ltioll:llist Illovelucnts ag~inst
coloninlis]ll. ” “1’llcy try especially I)nrd to cnpture the extreme
nari~)mllists Iikc lJUIIIIIIIll)a. “1’lIcy sp(msor r:ldical natinmtlism
\\llcrcvcr tl]c}! can find it, for t(}c III[)rc violcllce tllcrc is in a
country, the greater the Conullunisrs’ uppurtunity.

If 2 dwmctvttic natif)nfllist governnlent is in power, Conmlu-
nists will a(ivisc that it scpatzrtc itself froill the West and permit
tllc (jt)llllllunists to Ilavc “equal dcll)()~rilti~ rigllts’’—that is, posi-
tions of puwer in tile governl]]enr, frecdonl to propxgnnciizc, and
the right to Miter rCgUlilr forces or tllcir own militia.

If a coluninl or rcnctionary governtllent is ill ~x)wcr, tlw Com-
Il]u!lists tiircct efforts along the cl)tirc spcctruni of subversion.
“[-hey ft)stcr discontent in the cities, Icading to cicmonstrations
find strikes, pcrhnps to riots and 11101)ncti(m. Iicre their targets
nrc student groups, labor unimls, IIId [,cft-wing intellectuals. In
tllc c(wntrysidct tllcy cstal)]isll gtlcrrilla fI)rucs in inncccssible
regions, move to peasant areas, Intl, tllrollgll n judicious mixture
—(HI tl)c Cllincsc Gmlmunist 311(1 (hst]-() (UIIlxIn patterns-of
social reforlll, Ic![ilil)istratio[l, and SIWCI tcrr(lr, establish a base
of pf)litic~l rule. Whenever possii)lc, ill l)r)tll urlmn and rural
sectors, they endeavor to crcntc “~)c{Il)lc’s Ittiliti;w” m n dcvicc for
f)t-galli7.illg II I:IW. s(l}y)ort 10 5u~)l)lcIII(Ill III( il I’1111-tii])c collll)fltants.

‘l%us they operate cm]tinuously ({I (\l\~ltll!lil\c an unfriendly
q)vctnlllcnt, find difTcr in their I1oII(IIIII!: (If I)opular nationalistL
regin)eson]y in the degree of their cfl IIll t,) ill(lllence the govern-
Incnt directlv and infiltrate its po\\cI ((IIltIs.,

Let me repeat tlmt this new S{)virt t{l]l)l]:{sis on internal war
clocs not mean that we can forgcl ;IIIf,\I[ tile other, greater
levels of war. Moscow’s witlingncw III lliw: IIIC Berlin issue in-
dicates that their so-called “pencc(~il ft)~\i:.lcllcc” dots nut rule
out manufnctureci crises that ru[l tlw li~l. I~t (onvcnti(md or even

nuclcnr war, In fnct, tllcy could n(II !<(I :II\ jI\ \vitl~ intcrnfll war,

cxccpt for the inhil)ititms i[npcwxi 1)1 Illult (~LIIcrtwo possii)ilitics.
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‘[’he great advantage of internal war is that it is ICSS risky all(l

less conspicuous tllnn the more violent wars. It ;Ilso i[lvol}’es tech-
niques that the Cmnn)unists feel they have I))astcrml al}d W.Chave
l~ot.We must also ren)crnber that Khrushchev is usil]g his rcccn!-ly
increased capacity to wage the more violcllt kinds of war to

expand his freedom of maneuver in guerrill:l \\~r :][~dt{) tl)rcntcll
escalation if we try t{) stop him.

In short, the m-called nuclear stalemarc II:M not served to
inhibit violence. If anything, it has enal)lcd the C{)n)lllunists to/
resort to a wider vnricty of force. Their nctt strength in n(lclc~r
\\’capons makes thcm all the more tempted to adventure \vitl\
internal war.

1TOWcan we help stop the Col}lmunists froill tlcstroying illdc-
pcndent states from uithin? At President Kcllllcdv’s clirectioll-—
as outlined in his second “State of the Union” message-steps
IUIVCbeen taken in sc\rcral parts of the govcrtllllcnt to l))cct this
thrca[. The people in the Pent~gon ~nct J~c ill tl]c St~tc 1)cp:lrt-
nlcnt have devoted spccinl attention to it.

I.ct me take up the question of how \\c stop tl)c Conll))unis[s
fronl destroying inclcpcndent states from \\itllin ulltlcr three llc:l&
ings: military security; modernization and rcfonn; ol)d otllcr
political factors, especially those unique p{)litiml fxctors ~ltldcr-
cutting a regime’s st:lt)ility.

Ficre we must t)c very hardheaded-for tllcrc arc scvcml :111-
too-popular” misconceptions.

in nly judgment, it is nonsense to tl)illk tlu~t rcgulnr fortw
tt:lil)cd for crmvcntiol};ll \\rnrcnll hnndlc jtlflglc g~lcrrill:ls :I(Ic

(lufltc[y. Yet m spltc of some Vely hard lCSS(IIlS—jTl;lgS;IVS:]J ill. .
the IJhillppines, the British in ($lala}~a, and the I;rcllcll ill IIl(loullill:l
find Algeria-we ha~’c been slow to lenrn.

Regular forces arc vital to resist extern;ll ;Iggrcssioll. II(lt \tc
nlu.st not be deluded by the desire of local generals for ‘(prestige
hnrdlvarc” or by the traditionalists’ belief th:~t ~~cll-trained rcg(L-
Iars cqn do anything.

Rcgu]ar forces are essential for regular nlilitary tasks. nut g{lcr-
rilla ~wtrfare is something special. Conventi(m:ll forces lvith llczv\J
cqtlil)lnent in field for[nation tend to cluster together, cclltr:lli~inrg
their power on terrain that allows rapid Inovclllcnt. ‘1’l]cr rely on.



I(I;IIIs, cflllsi(lcr slrt)llg I)oil]ls :111(1(ilics :IS vil:ll l:)r~rts (r) [Icfclld,
;IIIII w), NIICI1 IIIc} (II) (Iisl)cmc, il is (1111},10 KCI Iic(l {lo\$ll ill static

ol)cr:ltiolw” III c(illll):lt, rigitl
.

:1(11IcrcIIc”c to tlw l)lillcil)lc of con-

ucllIt-:]tioll keeps tlllits :It uII\\ icl(l} I):lltnlioll or CVCI1 rcgilllcn(al

kvcls, usunliy \\itll crrIIIlc(ItIs str[;ss ()! I l\ol(lil\g 1:111(1r:ltl\cr tktn

(lcsttovil)~ CIICI1l}, {OICW.

II is it-oltic tlw~ \Ic Alllcric:llls IIXIC I() IC:III1 [Ilis Illilitnry ICSSOII
,.

:Ig:llll Ill Illc t\\cnlicth cclltut-~. I I:IIC NC forgottcll” Ill;lt ~vc ~vcle
IIIC OIICS ~vllo ivt(l to tcnch the Iltitisll IcgtIlms “ltl{ii~tl figlltillg”
IEICI<\IIIcIl ~~,c\\crc still coloflics?” I Iovc \\c fol-g{)ttcn tllnt wc
I;lllgllt IIIC Ilritisll rcgIIl:Ils :II1(IIIICI I(ill(l ()[ ICSSOII ill “ln(li:lll

Iiglltillg” dllrillg ollr 41\I’tl Ircvoltlli(nl?

\l’c Alttcric:ltw ll:I\’c :Ils(t f(lI~IJtIcIl III:It it \I’:Is \\c \~lI(J f(mgllt

(IIIC (I[ tiw Il]ost s(Iccc Lwf~Il co(l[l(clgllcrlill;l c:l~lljl:liglls ill l\istory----

in tllc I]llililq)illcs I):lck :It tllc 111111of IIIC ccIIIIIt~’. I\’c Iclti]cd
SI)IIIC fttnd:llllcnt:ll lt)ilitnr}~ ICSWIIIS II ICII , :111(1it is tilllc \vc rcl IIcll I-

I)cl”d tl}clll,

After Aguinalth)’s :lIIIIy wns (Icfcntc[l :111(1Ag{li[lnl(lo I]imsclf
c:ipturcdt s{)llle r)f [IIC cxtrclllists took” to lIIC Ilills to l)ccoll Ic

g~lcttillx. And tllc~’ tvcrc I)(N :lI(MIC. l~or Illl”cc Illlll[llc[l }’cnt’s tllc

Sl):lllisll lIn(l I)CCI1 fighting fl gtlcrrill;l ~\:II \\itll II:lII(Is of rcligiotw

ffill:ltics ill tllc souIllcrII islnllds. AII(I f(tt-tllct WIII[ll, ill illin(lm]n(~,
t[lc Nlor(ts rc!~lninc(l UIKXIIUIIICYC(I. All tllcw ro:IIIlc(l tl)c jungles

iIII(l Iliotttlt: titls-t:li(litlg, :Illll)usllif]g, I(illitlg, :111(1l)ill:l~ing.

“1’IIc ntllly tricxl II) figl~t tllc gllcrtill:ls, 1)111 \\itll Iittlc S(ICCCSS.

‘I’hc ctlcllIy fn(lcxl into the illllglc , :IIld tlw tIIl\\ icl(ly rcgulor (Il)its

f~’crc too” I)ur(lcl)c(l \\itll c(]tli])llwtlt, too” sloI\ to (OII OU’.” Rcgulnrs

nccdc(l su[)pty lines. “l”l Icy c(NII{I I)ot li\c [)(f (IIC co(llltry or do

\\’itl)out nntl))tlllitiotl trfiins or Il(tsl)it:ll c{)rl)s.

“1’hc rcg~ll:lrs tcll(lcd to cst;ll)lisll ;I fisc(l I):Iw [1{1111 \\llicll tlwy

wliic(l ollt. ‘1’11(1stllc g(lcrl-ill:ls :ll\\:l}.s l(Ilc\\ \\l\cl-ctllcy \vcrc211[l

\vlIcn their g[lnt-(l \\ns lox. “1’llc slnic \f:Is ict for sulq)tisc nttncks

:111(1lwt.wcrcs.

111 f:wt, (IIIC 4)( IIIWC III: ISS:ICICS \\:Is f: II III)IIS ill Illc (JI{I :IrIIIy-–

wc(m(l 0111}. to (hrifcr’s I,:wt S[:II1(I. II OCCIIIIC(I :It Il:ll:lllgig:l (JI1

IIlv isl:lll(l ()( S;l II1:II, :111(1 illvol\c(l (:(IIIIII:IIIV (; II( IIIC Nil\tll

In fnntry. OIIC of tllc finest rcgilllcnts ill IIIC :1-1III\r. A[ 6:40 A.NI.,

the IIIC;I \IcIc Iillc(l up I)cforc tllc cook” sII:lc I{, OI_lthe side of tl}c



ll:ll:l(lcgro(l[l(l (Il)l)(jsilc \IIIcrc tl)cii rill(\ 11(1{ >l;l!’1(({1. s(l(l(ll’ill\

lllc jungle Cnlllc :Ili Ic :1s 4’io gtlcrlill:l~ (11.Il~:c(l. 111(’ 1( ’1:111:11.(; I

(;lmlpllly c llc\’cl 11:1(12 Cl}:lll(”c’. ‘I’llc\” Iollyll[ 11.11(’11:111(1( (1. 011(”

soldier killed sctrcl;ll II ICII \vitll n IHMIMIIII);lt lICfIIIC IIC \\:Is(I\cI
I\JIIclmccl. The coI)k :Iccounlcd ((II. SVICI:lI III(IIL I\itil :1 111(:11
clr:lver. nut SOOI1it ii’:ls :111over. ‘1’If’cIIl\’-lI)III III(II c5(:IlM,(l. I II(
I’CJ1WCt’C killed :11)(1Ill(ltil;ltc[i,

l:il):llly, tllc ~Jtlilc(l St:ltcs f{l~ltl(l (I)c v,l(lli(lll I(I III( !Kll(llilll

l) Iol)lcIII in the l)llilil)pillcs. JVc rccrliitc(l tl:lli\( l“ililJill{)\ III(II
\\iscto jungle \\:l\$,IIlcll !tlli) l(I\c\I (11( ll:lil~ :111(1111(.lll!ll:lil}iIilir
[Ilcir own back }:;ll (l, “I”llcsc \\crc di\i(l({l iill(~ \T\I.111pl,}lfih 1~1
10, Is, 20, or $(’I IllCl), :1[1(1()\Jcl”e:lcll [:11)1111\!(’ [l\ll ,1 11.lill((l
/\lllcriu:l[l oflic(’1 :1 1)01(I :111(1(Iclcrlllill[(l 1(:111(1.

I’llis \vas tllc f: II IIc(l l)llili~)l)illc (l) I}<t,IIIIIIII\. “1 II( lliStol\ ~~1

tllcir fabulous cxl)loils is \vcll lvortl! rc:l(lill~!. II i\ 1(11(1- :111{1\(’l\
\\.cll--in Vic ll(Irlc\’s IM)OI(,j7/lt,q/(’l](rl)(~l, l)llllli\l)r(l :ll)~Illt tllill\

yc; ll”sIlgo.

‘l-IIC triclc lvns collstallt- p:ltrollil)g ()\cr c\cl\ lmil, :111(I ~’:lr~~lll

:Ittcnti(m to intclli~cl]cc I\I)rk. ‘1’IIc jIIIl~~l(, IIigllllifllc, :111(I ‘+111

prise attack ~rc tl~c ~{~}crl-ill:~’s \vc:Ip(IIls. “llIc \ollIti{)ll is 10 :1(1111)1

tllc s:IllIc wc9poIIs II) fight hill].

I)([ring VVorl(l \\’:Ir [[, (NIr (XS g\lultill;l I);tll:tli(,ll ol,rr:ll({l
Ilcllind the cnclllj Iillcs in Ilttl-llln. N()(llill~! ])Ic:lw(I (Is IIIOIC ill

tll[)ic (hlys tllall to 11.l\’c:1 rcglll:lr J:l IMIICSC ({)1(( I:ILC 1)11(:1(1(’1”(l\.

‘1’llc}’ (qjcrfitc(l ill I:tt{!c ~tIl\vicl(ly uIlits [11:11 \l(l L’ (’;l\\” t(} ;Illll)ll’ill.

‘1’l)cir ]l]ovctllcllts \\crc si[llplc to foll(III tlIIIIIIIIII III(, lll(j\lfll:lill\
:111(1jullglc. WC full tll:lt our OIVII cxi\tcil({ \\:i~\\cll jll\lifiv(l
WIICII tile Japanese Il;ld to take regulor ff,lfcs fII)III (1(]111-lill(
figllti[}g to clmsc :1 g~lcrrilla (Init. At (JIIC \t:l[~(, IIl\ (Illtfi! L’(III
~is(il]g of f{)llr Al])cric;tl]s nn(l :Il)ollt 200” l!liltilc+[ 1((1)1 :1 \\’11(11(
J:ll)tl)csc rcgil]lcllt tJ( },()()() I]ICII Ill:lrcllilly :11111(f)lllltctllllll{llillf!
(Ivcl- lIIC lllotlntaills f:ll- nivzy (roll] tlIc fI{IIIt Iillcs. \J~lI:It flf.
\t(ItIl(l Il:lvc fcnrc(l f:ll l]lotc \\crc SIII:IIICI[{lolll~f, l):ltl~~llill!! ‘l(:l~l
il} mi]cci:llly c:l\:lli\.

111Ill:llly l}:llts ,)( {il( l~ol+] I(l[hl\, ,(’011111(Il!llflllll:i l)l)(l:lli{}ll,,

(x~tl{lllctc(l 1)1’ rcgtll:lr trool)s” rclv oil Il)c 1:1(Ii( of ,.\\((’}M IIIIIIII!:II

IIK c{){ll]try~idc Iii, c (IIOSC of tllc JXIXIIICW.Cit[!itll(.111~ (11:11LII:I\c(l
(~~lr[;\lcrrilln Imtt:lli(]ll in I]ttr]lln. “1.11(2s\\rc\l\;11’(’100” \\(’[l l)\ll)-



lici7,e(l aIId too CIIIIIIICrSOIIIC to I)rillg results. ‘1’llis tnctic leads to
nl]tagotlislll l)ct~vccll tl)c rcgul~r troops” alltl Ilic l)ol)ulatiou.” Vil-
Iogers fear rcprisalsfilld refuse tl]cir llcll). S{)l(licl-sscme tl]at tllcy

arc in guerrilla territory nnd act :Iccor[liltgly [()~vnrd tllc l)c(~plc.

Alilitnry illa(lctltlauy Icnds to f:lilllt-c fln(l so to ficfc:lr.
I fear that in tilt; l):wt our ll)ilit:~ry-:li(l l) IIIgrmIw for cou(ltrics

figlltitlg :lg:lillst gucrt-illas Ilavc oftcll f{)llt)\\ctl [IIC nlis[al{cll m-
stllll~)tioll (Ilqt all !v:lr issilllilnr to tllc Iat-gc-wale Iflnh Xlld arlillcry
cn~ngcttlcllts s{) fnnlilinr in Wcstcrtl I;uropc. ‘I”llc tnctics of gucr-
rilln \\orfarc 011(1tllc cllstonls on(l culture of tltc peoples, it sccllls
to IIW, sIIOIII(I dc[crlllillc tllc pr(~l)cr \Jcop~ItIs ff)r collt)tclgtlcrrilla
ff)wcs. For illst:ll)cc, })li(]r to lVorl<l lV;lr 11, IIIC Illotll}t:lill tril)cs

of 11111-111:1cOII(I(ICIC{I Iltcir w,flrs \\itll long klli\~cs-a I(ill(l of s\vor(l

Called n “d:II I’’--aIl(l f\>itll 01)(’-snot,” lll\t77.1c -lo:t(lillg ~litltlocks.

llIIrIll:I’s tllo(lntnillotl$” rcgi(nls :IIC slI:trscly scttlc(l ml(l llIc scllli-

IIoltlfl(lic il}llnl)it:lllls colvitnlltl}, II II)\JC frolli OIIC Illo(tlltaill valley

t,) atlotllcr \\lIcII [IIC soil l)cgi~ls to \\car OIIt. (l)llsc(ltlct~rly, tllcy

scc 110 I)oillt ill Ilol(litlg grottll(l or ill t~l(il]g grotlll(l, mIIl tl]cir

III I(IIC Ilislory ill ~v~r is OIIC of light Iling mi(ls, sIlc21{ a(lacl(s, flIld

nllll)mllcs.
“Ih)sc of us ill OSS uIII) tric(l to Illol(c otIr guerrilla troops”

otrscl( n (Ieftvt(lc(i I)ositiorl or stfltl(l Ity tllcir ()\\,Il l)osition” rcfipcd

0111) ({isnstcr. \\Jc 11:111to :I(l:ll)t (nil’ \\’c:lll(llls :111(I{)tlr t:lctics t{)
IIIC fcl mitt :111(1to tl~c (XISII)IIIS of IIIC l)cI)l)lc. I (111111(1tll:lt IIly OUIII

IrII{)l Is, :lcctlstolllc(l t{) figlltill~ \\itll kllitcs, \voIIl(l \\~ait Illltil tlw

C’Ilclll}’ !\:ls \\itllill :11111’s rca(.11 I)rf(lrc Iitillg Illcir gtll)s. I also

f,)~lll(l tllcy s:IN, 111)point ill slicl{ifl~ :11{11111(1;Iftt-r cxl):lus[itlg tllc

fitst clil) 100(1 of :llllllllll]itioll. ‘1’IIc> I\CI-C I) I:IVC ill sllcnl(ittg up (m

:111cllcllIy; tllcy \\,cIc I)r:lt, c ill llol(lil]~ ll\cir liw i[i nn :ltlll)usll
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Illcy Iosc l)ol~tll;lrs(ll)l)ort,” tllc)~ \\”ill II:IVC nothing to frill Imck on
\\’heIl they sufTcr Illilitnry dc{c:IIs..

I Ilol)ct il:lttllisl:lstl )[)iilt ill(licotcs lll~:l~t:llcl)csst)f Ilolv iitlpor-
t:lnt it is to h:lvc ])[)l)tll:lr slll)~)f)rt ill cotl(l!]ctillg :In illtctllnl wnr.
hl:llly t)l)scrvcrs argllc tllnt st:ll)ility flll~l l)l~ysic:ll sccxlrity nrc
ltmi&lly politicoi issllcs, dcl)cll{lit)g f)n tl)c l)op(llotity (If govcrn-
Illcnts. ‘1’() this tilcy fid(l thflt cc~mol)lic flc\’cl[)l)lltcllt”is tllc kcy to
II(q)ttlnr supl)ort :Intl (Ilc crilclion l)y Itllicll rcgi{llcs ~vill l)c
jll(lgc(l.

It] tl]c h)ng rllll, I)ol)[ll:lt- slll)l]ol-t is csscl]{i;ll for st:!l)lc govcrn-
Illcllts ntld :1st:ll)lc ~torld. Atl[l tlwrc i< III} (Itlcwi{)ll tll:lt ccollolllic”
(Icvch)pl:lcnt, lllo(lcrlli7.:ltioll,” 211(1 rcfonll :Irc kc~~ fnc(ors in crcot -

illg popul; lr support find st:ll)lc got’crlllllctlts. ‘But ill Illy jll(lg-

IIlcnr, it \vImld I)e lllistakcn to tllillk timt gllcllrillm cal)not tllrivc

\\”hcrc go\/crnlllcnts nrc i)()])lll:lr fitl(l IV IICIC t]loclcrl) izatioll,” cco-

lmtnic dcvcloplllcllt, ml(l rcf{)rlll aic g{)illg l_orfInrtl. AIICItllc us(tal
con)ll:lry to this tllf)llgilt—tl)c I)otioll” tll:lt tllc cxistcllcc (Jf g{lcr-
rillm is ptx)f)f l)~)siti\,c tllnt tllc gl)vcl”lllllcllt is Iln]x)p(llnr mId

(Ilcrcforc Ilot II”I)rll I slll)l)oltitl~----is c\’cIl lII{Irc ttlist:ll<c[l. [t is, in

f:lct, (Icfcfitist, I\’c IICC(I t)l,)(lctlliz:ltiofl, c(()(]()ll]ic [Icvct{)l)mcllt,
:111(1rcf{)rlll t{) tlcfcn[ gllcrrill:ls. Illlt ~IllIcr tllillfls :lrc 01so flccdc(l.

I,ct IIIC tlr:I\\ 1)11III!; f}crsol); ll Cxl)clicv)cc OIIC:V II IOIC. \VIIcII \vc

fI)IIglII ill llIIrIII:l , :11}0111 10 I)cr (’cllt ()( tllc Ilc(q)lc \\’clc pro-wcsr,
:IIIOIIICr 1(1})c I- ccl}t \\!crc jIro-c Ilc Illy, mId IIIC ICSI \I.crc in(liffcrwt

or t~lrllcd int~qr[l totlrnrd tllcir ()\~,II f:l!]til~~ 211[1 \,illfigc. Yet our

gtlerrilln group I)crforlllcd with grcnt succ&s. lVc rccruitcd Illcll

III)r (IIlly frol]l tlIc 10 pcr c:cllt I\lI(I \\crc pro- YVcst, I)(It nls(I front

tllc HO l)cr cent I\ho \t’crc itl(lif~crcllt. \Vc g;lvc 110 (Itt:lrtcr to tllc
CIICIIIVnn(l his sul)porrcrs, 1)111\fc (Ii(l c~cryll]illg \\c COUICI to

:lv{)i(l crc:ltil}g hnr(lsllil) for tllc rcsl, :111(1to Id]) IIlclll \\’llcll J!’c

CI)III(I. lVC \IcIr c:lrcful to II II I\.r :lrIIIIII(i Il)cir gt-()\\illg crol)s.

AII(I \\llcII ~~,c 11:1(1I() :Isk 111(111for (11,1{1, IIC I):ti{l or :Irr;IItgc(l :111

:Iit(lrol) of (IOII I)IC tlIc :111111{1111of Ii(.c If v t4)ok. llvfI)rc Illc \v:lr Jf,:Is

()\,cr, it \I :IS IIlc CIICII 1}, :111(1Ilis sIIl)l)(Ittc Is if) (IIC Iuil)l)cl g(lvcrII -

IIlcllt \\lIf) :I[)j)C:II-C(l (ip})rcs\i\c [(I IIIC [)cIIl)lc-.-flot N’t g(lcrrill:ls.

“1’llc i(lc:l tll:lt gtlcrrill:ls tl)rivc OIll\, I\lwrc tllc g{)vcrlltllcl}t is

Illy)oplllnr IIlny :lpply [{) tllc Illlllc (lc”\cl(Il)c(l [):ll-[s of tllc \\’orl(l.
IIttt in tllflnylj:lrtsof tlw wOII(l, st:ltcs :Irc lttl(lcr(lc~~clol)ctl ill the
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]Jt)litical-ncl[ llitlistrativc sense m \\cll ,IS cu{~ll[)tlli[:lll). Il)c 11(1111
I)cr of people :lrc fc\v who Ilnvc Il\c II:lillilly 10 ])crfollll III{
stnnhrd civil-sctvicc jobs tlmt I{C t:ll(c (01 pI:III(cc1. 1,:1(.l(il]g III;II

“steel frmllc” ill \\llicl) Indin tal{cs su[ii j\l\l I)ri{le, :] ~()\uII III)(I1l
nppcnrsns a wcal( fill(l (Iistnllt entity to IIIIP,( \illn[~ct<,cyc(l)f \ilI(II
it serves K52 l) IIrLlcnsOIIIC tox collector. III II I(I\t l;lIIIls, :11 lc:I\t 11:111

Illc pcop]c arc ill(liffcrcnt [() tl]c go\,cII IIIIcI1l. I;. ICI1 !!)(, :I{li{(

clcll)ct]ts, rallgc(l foror” ngnillst tllc rcgilllc , :11’(”1)01 100” S(I ill [Il[il

})oliticnl colllltlitt llcl)ts.

1[1 tllcsc cilc(ll))~t:ltl(.cs, Itl:lil}t:litlillf! (11( 1),11( Illillillllllll of III

[iol)nl scrviccs is c[lollgll to (Ictcrlllillc :} lllli(~ll’s I:ltt lot tlir SIIIIII
rutl. In tile (h) IIg I), [Ilc (!Olkrpsc of l\\() ~lll)l)oll~ tllc’ lllilil:ll\
Force I)ubliqtlc :It](l Ilclgiatl tcclll)ic:ll scI\ icc .Iclc:llv(l no\\”1:11
the st:ltc furs to ~;() l)cforc I)ccolllil)g :111;l{lll]illi\[l:l[itc cllti(~.

Ily wnttxt, tllc S()[ll:lli Rcpul)lic, f~lli[ll ~:lillcfl its irl{lcllcl){l.
cncc :lt tllc Sill JIC ti]uc, 01s0 f:]ccd 2 po[ctlli; ill\ (Iifli(.illl sit~l:lli(lll
I(ccpillg [lcwly j(,illc(l rcgi(~lls xnd pIJ\{clllll Iril):ll glolllh wllil
ficd. As mxt~crs (Icvclopc(il 110 ]lsc(l(lo])()}llll:lt [Il:lllifcsldli(]ll ~~1
discontent cIIIc I~:e(l, [I I:IIII(s in l):]rt 10 :1 \lll:lll I)llt (.(lici{[ll \f)cil
cr(l-troil)c(i civil i:ll) ])t)licc force.

As for Illo[lcllliz;ltioll,” :tl[ll[)llgll css,lltill f’(]1 I(IC IIIII!! 11:1111,it
cnl]n(]t Ilclp tlltt(ll ill ;1 Cotllltcl”gllcllill:l ]ll{t!!l:}lll. lll[~(l~llli/;\li(~ll
il]cvit:ll)ly (l])r(K)ls cst:ll)lisllcd soci:tl ,-! f.t(III,,, lIf(I(lIl((i I)(,lili(:ll

:Iu(l ccv)l~(]l]]ic [Iislomtion” :IIld tcl]sioll, :111(1(.:l!lllot [lcli\cl ICf.1111L1

quickl}~ cnougl] to Irclicvc tllc.sc sllort-tcllll llIc\\Illc\.
H()\;cvcr, tllcrc is llloul~ting unl-csr ill Irllr:ll :Il”c’:ls :111()\’Cl”tll(’

\vorld. What I>cns:ltlts incrcnsil)gl}r ct:lic is wl[’i:]i jll~tifc :llltl
reform-nt o ll)il]illlu[]l, the old l{;l} ()( Iifc \\illl 111( (l[lclli(
I“cmovc(l.

‘l”l\is illclll(lcs Icforll] of 1:11](l-Ic I}(IIc :Ill:III[!(IIILIIl\; tc;Iw)ll:IIIl(
ICI)(, ulc(l it, :IJI(I III:Irk(.1 f:lcil itics; :~11(1~illll)l( 11111(1(111ll~lll}. I lI(\
Ill:ly S(X’ :lllcl(l 10 tllc t’:llllc of [Irl):tlt (X(II(IS 111:1{ l~It\’ II)(il - III!,

(l\lcc–-il]stcod of il]][)oitil)g {1-1)11):11)111:1(1:11111f~,}(i~ll! IIIIIJI II

r:lisc crI)j)s for (.\l)IJIt .: II)(I, i!] 111111,ll);lll~lf,!(till( f’,~1 llI[i I ,1111

plc IIcc(ls. l:in:lll\, II)c I (.r:I\c I)C:ICC :111(1l)l\\\i(:ll w(lllil\.

Yet t!lcrc is :; gl[)\;illg Ii[ll( lKt\\cclI IIll); lll :111(1 I\ll ill 11111(’.l

As )Ilo(lcrnizatiol)” I)cgi[ls, tllc poorer” f: II IIICI\ (Ilifl I(J tlI( Ii I\.

IIlcrc to form tllc I]:It-(lU)IC of the ~lncIIil)lt)\v{l \lIIIII (III(IILI’; I{ II()



OVCII;IX tllc twditllc!tlar~ lllctl{)l}f)li(:lll [:\cililics. ‘I”lwx ~lllfortu-

IMICS (onll tllc rccr[lils’ for tllc cil} 11)01)s tlm[ (j[llllltlunis[s nnd

(Iclll:lgogucs I]flve I)ccf) tllrning ottt ill tllc lllitltllc l:.:wt atl([ I.otin

Atllcliczt fortllc p:lst fiftccll ycnrs. ‘1’IIc ])oliti(:tl link l)ct\\,cCll tllc

t\l’1~ I)tw)lllcs Cltxtt”\!’ilm \!’c See’ 110!!, IIlc tcl’}’ pool’”nrc Ilw(l Xs
rcctxlils for gucrrill;l fol-ccs ill tllc 1’111”:11al”c:ls :111(1for “pc(q)lc’s

[}liliti:t” ill the tlr[m!l rcgiolw. G)l})l})ttl)ists Il:ll,c Iol)g tll:l(lc IISC of

tllc [orltlcr irl stls(:]irli!lg n t-cl)clliotl; (istro :111(1 LHlc ~iiwv:~rn

lI;l\c l)ccolttc a[lc])t ;It ttsillg l)otll gt-ottl)s to sltl)l)ort tl)c I)rcsctlt

(:tll):lll rcgilllc. In I,:ltitl Anlcricn alotlc, l’cnc7,t1cla, lk)livia,

(jolol}ll)ia,nll(l” Pcr(ltx}lllc illli}lc(li:ltcl\ 't()lllill(l 2sc()tllltlics\ tllet-c

tllc ct)llll)inc(i lld):ltl-rur:tl l)rol)lcrlt cjists.
Wl}xtisrctluircd fitstisa ])rf)grnlll, )fsocial rcfor[ll. Vcryt)ftcn

tllc conscrvntivc clcnlc(lt in a cf)ll\{llul}ity \vill strwgglc irration-
:Illv ~g:lillst :111 rcfottlt. As a collsc(lttcilcc, \vc Il:!l’c Cllco\ll\tcrc(l
ill-sc\crfil pnl-ts (}( tltc \vorl(l tllc :ttll:17. itlg :111(1sllicidfll spcc-tocle of
c[)llscrvfltivcs giving sccrct nid t{) tllc Collllll[ltlists in order to
uil(lcllllitlc IIlotlcst rcforttlist efforts.

Fxllmlly in)portallt is tllc IICC(I to il]dic:i[c sol]lc cfTort nnd

I,roglcssontllc Iotlg i):ttl~tol )]()(lcl-~li7,nti t)11.Sill;lll results, if tllcy
l)rovc tllc ilttcnt of n rcgittlc, c:lll ilq)irc fsitll tll:lt \vill {){ltlnst
tllc (Iistrcss of cnrl}’ cl]atlgc. l;illally, \\lIcrc tllcsc efforts ntc cOII1-

I)it)ctl \\illl (Icll]oc”t:ltic fy)vcrllllwllt :111(I ilttss [);tl-tv hor Jnni7, ntion,

tllc go~,crlllllcllt cmn I)I():I(IcII its I);w of [)l]\’sic;ll 1)()~~’cr.

In \’cIlc7.tIcl:I, for cxnltll)lc, tlw rlllillg l):ttly 1]:1s I)ccl) foslcring

Icfollll :11}11clulngc. It 1]:1s nlw) crcntc(l :1 ll~lli{)llol org:lni7.3tif)n,

[\itll loyal l){)lIItl:lr ttliliti:l clcltlc~lt< to s{i}ll)~)lt it. ‘l-llough not

pro fcssi(m3k, Illilitinn)en c311 I(ccl) IIIC pc:Icc in tllc fncc of pro-

voc-ativc (Iclllollstlntiol}s” 01)(1 ml) pcrf{)rl]l tKcful scrviccs ilt sup-

l)lclllclltillg tllct~,(ttl(o flcg(llnifolccs.” A go!ct-l]ll)cllttl l:ltc~ll(lot”

get its itl)ngc ocross to tl)c I)cm:ltllty or l]lol)ili7c I)cwlllt s(ll)pot-t

\\ill fin(l its ful)cli~)l)s in both tllcsc ctl(lc;lvors tlsurpccl I)y the

(I)lrlll)llllists.

‘1’os[llllltl:tli7,c liI\ fcclirlgoll l)ol)lll:ltilv, urlottll, :111(I ll\{){lcrl\i-
~:ltioll: (1) lllc\’ :Itc illtl>{)ltollt illptc{lirlll~ I)tlt :IIC Ilot tllc tlclcr-
ltlin:ttlts of CVCIIIS;(2) tlwir IrI)lc IItII\l Iw iIIc:I\lItc(l Illolc ill terms

of tlwir colltl-il)lttioll” to 1)11}’sic’:11 scctlt-itv tlutll wc gcneralty

rc:)li7,c.



Let me refer I)ticfly to several otlwr v;]li:llio[)s (M) IIN llIrIII(
of internal scctlrit ~-tllepoliticfll ffictf)t,s 111:1!Iltrmtcl) Illc sl;tl)ilil}

of ncw states. S() fnr \vc Imvc n(mcd prilllnlil\r tll(’ l):lt(lrc of Illc

G)mnlunist tllrcfir nnd the issues of go,Ki f!Ij\crI]ftIcIlr :111(I IL.I)-

ll(m)ic dcvelrq][llcllt. Unfortllllntely, (III 101) of lIICSC lllli\,(twll

[Jr()l)lCllls, rIlosts(~l(~s llat'ct() gr2[)l)lc \\itll~l\c{ili[ {lifliultlli[\ IIt:tt

crcatc further divi\ll)ns, induce tcllsiolv+, 311(Il)tf)l)cl cvrf) tlw l)(\I
intentioned rcgilltrs to vi(jlcllcc. Allloflg II I{+(, (Ii fli(,ldtics :It C Ill{

following:

1. A7/tfltqoni.r7J/.s ]]ctwcen ~7/del”del’[’/(~/)(’(/ $/,r/(’J-. “I”l}c f;ll]!ili:l!

pnttern of rivalry l)ct\vccll ncigl]l)ors, 3s f)ltl :Is liis(flr~ itscl(, csisl~
with evcl~ grcn[cr intensity todnv IJCC:]lIWs{) lll:l[ly llc\\r‘st:ltcs
hnve sudcfcnly sprllllg int~) I}eini. ‘l-crlitol-i:ll (l:til;]s :111~1(JtlIcr

sources of friction :Irc still fresh, 3s ill tllc I)crsi:lll (;{JI( {)1-lt](li;l’~
nortllcrn I)otx[cr tcgiol)s. SUCI] di(ficlllliri qcIlvr:Itr (c[lsiotl<, :Irllls
rxccs, and nationalistic fervor, \vl~icll Cf)l)}tll{ll)isls trv to cxl)loil.

2, 17zternflf l~iffl,yrec7m7/tr. [ 2111 rcfclrillg Ilcrc’ 10 (Ii{(iflrl
I)ctwccn rcgiwls of s stxtc or l)ct\vccll :1 Ir([!ir)ll :11)(1 Illc (clltrr.

“1’ltc issues of rc~il)nalislll in Illdin, 1w ):lr:lli\( IItovrll)c I]ls ii) 111(1(1-

ncsin, and tril)xlislll ill tllc fr:lgtllclltctl (;I)II[:i) :IIC cX:lIIIIJI(’S (I(
serious challenges to govcrlllllcntnl 3(llllot-ii\” :11111st:ll)ilil}.

3. SoCid-~li7s.r .d/)/,7,qo)Ji.v)7. It is cll;tl:l{i(liili( of r\; :ll)li,$l)((l

cco[lO1llic” elites tll:ll tlw~- (ccl tllctll\cl\cs [[II(:iIciIc~l fji~[ll lI~lI~\~

;1[1(1 rcf(lsc to c<)tllltcn:lllcc tllc very W(I)III] 11]:11 \\x)IIl(l (:ISC III<

rcwl (Inngers tlmt tlIcv f:luc. “1’llc ~kt f:lillll(s t){ t,l(l r(.[!ill]t+ ill

IrrOIlCC I)cforc 178° :1;)(I Il[lssi:l :11tllc SI:III I)( Illi. (rIIf( II\ ;II( 11111
the outstanding illst:l[lccs of this I]istoriu i)l{)l)lclll III:]( l)tcscIl(\

itself on nlmost every continent tod~y.

4. l?llcn~e lli3/r,ql(’L’7/lc’7)t otv7 Ff)rci,y/) I’OII,V. 11:1(]’s o(ll IcI(II(L

to tllc llngl~dnd I):ICt despite i[ltcrll:ll ol)l)l~iili~)l) :111(1~lis:ll)l~t(l\:ll
I)y all other AMII states is o cmc ill l)(,irl(. l{;l(li(;ll -l):l!i(,l}:lli~{

African states :IU(I17C tllcir llciglll)r)rs ()( f(lllo\\ill~ :1 [(ll{)tli:ll,

wll)scrvicllt Itllc. III tr}’illhr to hrct [Ilcll] 011 ,1 (I)IIIl);II;IIIl(, (.IJIIIW.,

m(lic:ll SI:IICS c[}g:!~!c ill Cl:l[l(lcslillc ol)cl:l(i(lll\ II) \\ilI\(’It Il(i!llll)ot,,
illg rcgilllcs 01-slil)l)ol[ (~~>lx)sitio[lf:lctiolj~) \\II(IS(,itli~~lil~~?1(.L,CIII
I)lcs tllcir OWI1.

$. 7-TflditiO71~~l/’()/iti(-(71 l{it!i7/ries lVi//!i)/ ,T ,S,)(. i,r/ f.’ldfi. (:0111111



I,i:l {)llcrs lIw Ic;ltlil)g cx:lltll)lc of t\vo I);tl-tics 11]:1[, ufilllou[ b:uic

w)(. i:tl or i(lcologic:ll” (iii Jcrcllccs, I)c(:llltc c[l)l)rt)ilcd ill a I,,l)g civil
ft:lr, so I)ittcr 3s to come {)ver 2$’(),()()() cosu:lltics, ‘l-his n,;l[ lilcr-
011}’sll])cril)lposcd itself 011 :111tile orl)cr pr{)l)lcttis of sccitl-ity tll:)t
Ilol”lll:llly Collr-t’ollt”n tlcvcll)])it]g slotc, “1’IIC;Il”llly 1):1(1t{) :lct to

I(crl) 11101sir~l:lril)ll fr{)ll} fulgllw[llillg tl\e c(}lllltry.
6. l.,r(.f!s0/ l’Op[IliIIl!cli~,[ ift r[)c Stirlc (7J d .fovc,rci,q)l [Ci)tity.

III l:IIgc arws of Afric:t nn~l tllc Nliddlc I[:lst, norn}:ll !oya]ties

fI)ll(J\\’ citl)cr tril);ll :11}(1 pl-ovil)ci:ll Iincs or gr:lll<l dl-c:t~lls of
lcgit)l)ill /\ftic;lnt)r Aml)tlnity. ‘1’llc $t:l[c (Illcx :I(tr,lct S(lillc h)y-
:\lt}, I)rcottw it is a going col)cerl), onc [Il:lt c311 I)c ilsed w ii lever
(II ‘~)(I\t!ct ft[ both tl\ese otlwr levels, Wi(l) this ovcrla])pi[lg of
1()}’:lltim, it is only too e:lsy for a gt,vcrllllwnt to i]lcddle ill tlm
xll”itirsof its neigh l)ors and further w’cokcn tlleil- iutel-n:ll coliesio[~

-:ll\\:lys,f)f course, in tile i)clief tl)ot its c:tusc is just.
7. Kth))ic or Rflci(zl /3srfe3, Rcl)cllious tril)es[lwll are constant

tlloills 011 II:ltion;ll lllilit:lry pow,cr it) v:}!iolls w:t(cs lllrollglmlJt

,isi;l :11)(1 Africa. ‘rhc C(jlllllmnists f,)ul)<l it) Nf:ltnya’s (l)inese

collllll(lt)it\” rmdy lwmls for (Iwir I)lw)dy il)sllrrcctit)n, p:lrlly
I)iwllvw t)r intcrr:lci:it I)[)litiml ri\:llrics. Iu~li31r+ill SOIIK [,atin

/\ilwric:lll cx)tltltrics :Irc Iivitlg nl very low st:il)(!:lrds, :lrc l)cgin-

nillg to stir, xnd are potential Imit f(}r x Conllnuuist etlulic-eco-
Ilt)lllic:lp])ml. Cel)tr:tl-A fricilrl~):lg:l(ls ll~vestr:~illed relntit)l~s with
kloslctl) Aral) l~{)t-tl)cr[lcrs in :1 cr,..++ro:]ti I:IJI(I (Imt is I)cstx I)y
{Iutsi(le pressures.

X. /i(rf/(iitt-y. “l-l)is is n c~llt~(rxl i[llwlital]cc in IIMny palls of the

liforl{l. Ilnntiits (or :)rll)cd nlr:ll g:lllgs) who (lout tlw o~ltlloritics
:IIICI cxl)loit I)ciglll)ors Ij:tvc Iot)g cxistcxl ill III;IIly :tl-c:ls-—tllcir ac-

ti\itics cx)lorcti l)crh; tl)s with vxlyillg degrees of politic:l! or
iilcoh)gic:ll overt{ )lics, I)(It csscnti;illy {Iedica(ed to violence. (h]e

(llil\I;s [}f recent illllstr;llions in (1w l)l)ilil)[)incs, of Irx([ition:ll

~i~tJl”:l~liC [)(lll)ru,lks ill J~,v:l, f)f troul)lm cxpcricncc[l I)y (IIC IICW

stntc {)f Iltirll);l. ‘1’hcsc :lctio[ls illq)overisll tlw pemant, ruin tlm
g{)\w”illllcllt’s alltl){)rity, l):ltatyze p[[t)lic lllor:llc, and oi)cll [Iw
1):1111to sllt)llar (l)l])lllullwt t;lctics or to cst:ll)lisi)lllellt of C{)IIIIIIII-
IIlst :Illtl;ority ill tl)ut rcgic)ll.

9. (,’f>)).rf itltlfitmfll (~?-i$e.f. Urlcor)stitlitiol);ll” exlclvii{)ll (Jf prcsi-
dcntinl })~l\ver,so often exell)plified ill tlw history of l,atil) All)er-
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‘1’I)c IMO’S, :1 A4:]ril)c G)rI)s ofliccr rcctmtly wi(l, lIKIy I)c “LIIC
dcmdc of the guerrilla. ” ~~cnrs in St)utheas~ Asifi, ill .4 frica, m)d
in tllc (hril)l)can (I{, iildmxi SCCI)Ito I)eor out I)is prcxliction. N()
h)llgcr is tllc irrcgtll;lr wnrrior a l]tilitnry orph:ln. ‘1’IK A(ltl]inis-

Ir[llit)() Il;ls l)lol)(tsc(l a r:tpi(l cxl):tl)\iol] of “tlll(:oll~~clltioll:tl” Ivar-

fnre cdl)al)ilitics,” ;I ctll to \\’llicl) @lgrcssIttcn :]11(1 jollrll:tlisls

Iuvc rcspt)t)[lttl \virl\ cntl)(lsi:vi]l]. I;,J’CII z’~-le ~C’tU yOl”/!’ ~’;Y/lL’.S llilS
pl-itl{c{{ i~ I)ril)wr \)I) [I]c sul)jcct (wIIc(I fr~)lll AI;]() ‘I”sc-[IIIIg. *

Alost of ii,, will agree tl)flt this s\vil]g in nttitudc is ovcr(luc.

For too” Ionl!, nuvlcar weapons have lntmopolized tile n~tion’s
i[ltcllcct(l:tl ((]rrgiw :Ind i\l:ltcrial resources. I;.vcn tl)c growing
il][clt’st ill IIlc possii)ility of Iilllitc(! wnr l\as Iargcly :~cceptctl tlic

tr:t(liliol):]l dc(illitiol] ()[ “NJ:)r,” [)tlly now, \vlwI~ g(lcrrill:{s il\

1,:]os, (1(11):1, tl~c {lmgot nn~l Algcrin Imve directly tt)~lclwtl our
ll:lli(~l):tl il)lcrcs(, (1{) \\Jcscclll 10 I)c ;l\V;llicllillg t{) tllc fllll rallgc
I)( Illilit:try l)ossil)ililics. AI(IIC rcflcc[iO1) ()[] cwrlicr CVCIIIS ilt

( ircccc, l)~llc\tii)c, Ill(lt)cllin:l, Ill(lol)csi:t, tl)c I)llilil)l)illcs, AI:Il:Iy:t,
(;v])rlls, :11)(1Cvcll i<ttslll)lir :Ifl(l Kenya I])igllt have sllortcllcd t“ltis

ililfi~r[(lrultc liltlc l;l~ il) (Jlir II]inl(il)g.

Il(lt jllst ;I\ l]]:lnj l)co])lc Il:lvc tel)dcd in tllc past to regard a

ccrt,lill \\’cdl )oll or (Ioctrit}c, \\,])cll)er “lmwsive rcraliotion” or

“li]))itcxi \\wr,” as Illc siflfglc sollltion” to our ]nititary problcl]]s,
tl]crc is )Iol! a (lnn!~ur tlml stIcll tendencies will sl)i(t rofvfird the
g(lcrrilla an(l SIII)VCIsi(m. ‘1’llis kintl of attitude, to \\,llicll fcw of
us arc ilnlll\lilc, re(l(.cts a \vcal{ncss for gadgets :illd fashions tlmt

● SW l>jI, 5- 10 f{~r II]is lcxt.
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J8 l-he Gtmvilla-A71d I {OU to light IIiw

lm III) pkc in our tllinl(ing (m dcfcnsc. “I-hc clltl]usifists of gucr-
rill;l unrfare Iwvc IIu(lc tllcir c:lsc :Iftm 3 long, dry Scmoll of

IK’plccr. ‘1’IIc titllc 11:!s colt]c, lN)J\C\,VI-, 10 I):ll:lflcc tllc discussion.
\\rc ncc~l It) :IIMI}Y,Cillwt \\c II:I!C lcmI~c(l :Il)t)tll ~tlcrrill:l [)l)crn-
Iit,ns, :111(Ito cl:l;ifv I)~Ir tllilikillg :Il)oll( tlw rcl:lli{)ll I)( g(lcrtill:l
\J;lrf;lIc ((J Atltctic:llt f{)rciglt ntt(l lttilit:tr~~I)olicl’.

‘I’lw first il\lcstion tf) :tsk is n siltll)lc OIIC I)tlt I)crll;ll)s [or tllot

tc:IsI)ll is ustl:llly igllorc(i: Wh:tt :lrc (Iw f(lrldio~ls of fylcrrillfl

\\:11-{:1rc?

I lis(oricnll~-l) otll” I)cfom :lIILI :Iftcr Slmllisl] l)cfisnn[s figlltitlg

:lg:l[nst Nq)olcon ~)ut “gurrrill:l” into the (Iicti(m:lrv-t[lc irrcgu-

l;Ir 11:1s (ISN:IIIY I)ccn (Icfcn(lillg his coll[ltry ngninst: forcigu inva-

\iot). ‘I”IIc t\\clttictl\ cclltllry, lI()\\c\Icr, Ik I)lollgllt t\vo other

ftllwliolls tllorc CIC:IIIJ’ into ;ic\\: “I”l)c gllct-rill;l III:IY I)c x ll”cn])oll

{)f ittsllrrcctiotl, fiitlting fit tllc COI)lIIICof pi)litil’:11 })t)ll’cr; nnd hc
III:lV I)c tltc itlstrlllllcllt ()( ft)tcign :Iggrcssiotl. ‘1’()(l:\\’tllc sccolld
:111(Ithird f[tnc(iofts :Irc ()~lr I)rillt:tlv c(mccrtl, :tltl)();lgh gucrrilht
{q)cr:llitms agnimt collvcntion:ll fitt;lck or in tllc n[tcrlmtth of a
l~tlclcor strike rctlutitl conccival)lc.

‘1’l]c insllrrcctionnry :lncl nggrcssivc ftlncti(m of gucrrilln wnr-
[:Irc orc not ncw in “tllcllmlvcs. l)c(q)lc (Iiscf)nlclllcxl ~vitll their
g,)\crntllctlts nll(l ngcl}ts of forcigll ])ofvcrs Il:lvc t)ftcn bccll in-
\II)Ivcd in violcllt ul)risings tlmt USCLI (lllol-tl\()(l()x lllilitnr}~ t:lctics.
\Vlvlt i.f co~)lpnrativcl}, nc\v is tllc [Icfclo})lllcllt of :1 I)f)((y of tllc-
t)ry tlwt lIn S systcllmtizc(i the tcclllli(lllc {)f tlsillg gllcrrilln worffirc
f,); (IIC scizut~ of n:ttionnt or intcrf):ltiot):ll p,)t! cr flt)d 1)3s plocccl
Illc irrcf.yllnr figlltcr mIII)Ilg tllc MC:II)OIISSYS{CIIMof Im)dcIn war.

(:{,IOIICI “l’. l;.. !,:l\\tcIlcc, Icatlcr of (IIC /iI-:lll ~ttcrrill:l cnittpnigtt
:lgninst ‘1’tlrl(ish collltlltil}ic:ltiolls” itl \Vorl(l \V:lr 1, was Illc first
of tile Ilcw I):lrtisnll ‘[lm(lcr-[ l]corists’” I(I lInvc nppcnrc(i in tile
Ittclltictll cclltllty. “1’IICSCIIICII, ill tllcil-:l(’li{)l)s:ls Ivcil M in their
\\ritillgs, Ilnvc cxtcn[ic(l Wusci\i17.’ :tn;tlysis of tllc nrnlcd popu-

I:tcvmn l))ilitnr\~ it)strllt))cllt, t{) illcllt(lc;lw \Isc of irrcgtllars for
I)olitic-:11 ptlqx)s-cs. ll)[lilc IIJlaO ‘1’sc-ttlt)g is (icscrvctily tllc bC5t
kllo\I”ll among thclll, Alikhnil FruI17.c, i,c(MI “1’rotsky, and, ntost
rccclitly, CIIC Gtwfirfl, ,Irc others of illll)ot-t:~ncc.

\Vl\:ltcafltllcsctllctl tc:lchlls? ‘1’IIc}F I]:lvc(lcscl-il) c(l tlwcoll(li-
lions IIII(ICI which g~lcrrilln wtrfnrc c:l II I)c initintcd nn[i sm-



Utincd. They Imvc :lmll}wcd l){)th tllc tcvllllitl\lu\ :lT1(Itllc f]l)~cclil(~
of guerrilla war f:lrc. Finally, pcrl]~ps sl]tl)li\ill~<lJ’, lllc~, lI;l\c l-c

vcaled the inhcrcllr lilt] itntio[)s of this f(IIIII ()( (.111111):1(.

An Algcrinll Ix’l]cl Icfldct’ Icc+clltly {’~l)l<lil)c{l 1111’11(’(’r\\;ll\
conditions for g\lcrrill:l wtt-fare in tclltl~ ()( “lcrr:lill. ” I lc It:Is
IIsingthc word l)~I[h ill Illll[lco[lt’cllliollill” :111(1ill ifs ~[)ll\clllif)ll:ll,
geographical, SCIISC.Strategically, irrc~:{ll:lr~ livc{l coll~i(lc]:ll)lc
Splcc ii] u’hicl] (() pIIrSLIC l}it-;lll(l-rlll~ ol)vl;]lio]l~” \\l{(t\\l\Ill\.
Also, for exanlplc, 113sdoubted whctllcl- rxtcl]si\e g(lcrrill:l \Ini
fnrccould ever occurin ncotlntry xss]ll:lll :IS lklgi IIIII. ‘I’:lctic:lll!,
irregulars require rough country, ~~,itll (c\\ })c{~l)lc :lil{l ~x)f,I
n)nds difficult of :lCCCSSto their {)])f)ollcllts.

lltlttllc Algcri:lll lcnclcr\vasnlso (Isillg’’tcll:lill” ill Il,c citc(ltlc(l
scl)sc of “politic:ll Icrrnill. ” Illtcltlnti()ll; lll\,(l il,l()lll:lIi( .\\ll)l)()l[ (01

the guerrillas CSII \vc3kcn tllcir opl)t)ficl)t, I)l{)f,i(lc llli)r:)l :tIltl
Imtcrial nssistoncc, :\ll{l even furt~isi) ll)ilil:ll\ s:ll)clIl:lr\r tl]:tt II]O\,
cotnpensatc for il)~l(lcquatc spncc in tllc :lIC:I ()( :1(’ti~,cfllfcr:llit)ll~.
lntcrna]ly, gucrrilt:ts IIlust IMVCthe sctitc \[I])l){Il[ ()( SVIIIC, ;II1(I
the acquicsccncc of [host, of the civil i:}ll ]){)])lll:llioll.

Internal poplll:lr .wlpport is tllc in(li~l)cllwl)lc coll(lilioil” f(Il
successful gucl-rilln ncrion, “ll~is f:lct ltI:Il{v\ tlIc rcl:lti~)ll~l)il,
I)ctwccn the I]lilit:ll-y nnd civilian l“Cfllllls Illolc” il]{illl;llc III;II} it)

llIIY other type Of !tfirfme. Although tl)is I)oil}[ ii {)(ICI1 st:ltc(l, i[i
rntionolc is tot) liftlc understood.” U)IIY IIIII\t tlIc qllcllill;l lI;I\c ;1
firtll psycllologiml” t)asc rimong the p&)})lc? ‘

First, tl)c, irregular fighter is rccr(lilc(l 1)} w,(tlc i(lcolo{gi(;ll”

collll]lit~llcl) t-l]ol}c~, cr” crude it ]lligllt lx --;II;(1 II(I[ l)lil]l:lrilJ II}. .
:I(lll]inistrative I]mcl}incry. Only such Col]llllillllcl]l C:III JIlfl:lir] [II(
self-control nnd ul)i[ diwiplinc dcll13n(lc(l I)\. tlli~ l)lt)~l I)(ltlisllillp
I(i[d of colnlxtt, /\gcnts, infilt)-:ltc(l (toll):1111(1:1,1,IIIO\ ])l:I\, ;Ill

illtj)ortont role, I)(lt I)crllnps tllc grc:ltv, [ :Ifl\:II)(:I[!t I)( II;(, ~!~lc;lillil
is that hc is a natil, c, fighting fitnf]ng ])c,J])I( :111(1f)\c’1’[:11)1111(111(’
has kno~vn since I)ittll.

Second, civilisll s(ll)pol”t llclps to sI)llc {I)c cti[ic; ll l)r{)l)lcllI\
of logistics and illtclligcncc. 7’IIC Ioc:lt jIol)IIl;I(c pro!i[lcs fIJ(kl,

sllcltcr, medical care, a~d IIIOIICy. AI[)Ic itltl)orl:})l[, it fl)rt]isllci

the information tlIc gucrrilkt Illllst IMVCit) OI(ICI to cllio\ l)f)tll
surprise ~vhcn IIC ~(tacks and security frol]l :llt;lck l)!’ Ilis I)l)}M-



I)clll. I;.\/cl] \vllrm rllc 111:1ss of Ilw pcopk Scclll 110 Illore 111:111

~l):[tlwlic, :lfr:li(l , :in(l l[llll:tppy :It I)cil]g c;i IIgltt irl IIw Ilti(lst of ml

Illlcrll;ll \\’:lr, tlq’ nte l)ot tt-ltlJ~ IWIIt M1. If tlw gilcrrill:]s ;lre suc-

ccc(ling, tlicll tl)e pet)~)lc nre ‘gi\fi[lg [IWIII vit:ll illtclligcnce ond
{lcl)\’il)g il to tl)cir oly)ollcl)ls.” F\s (~Itc\I:Ir:l 1);1s\vrittctl: “(h]c of
IIW”III{IS[ill)port:lnr clulr:lcteristics of :}g(lcrrill;l \v:lr is tlw notoi)lc

(Iill(rcllcc Il):lt cxisls l)Ct\l’cell Illc ill fol”llliltiol~” tllc rel)cl forces

])OSSCSS ;It I(l the iofonll; lrion” tl]c cllcllties possess.’”

I’ol)lll;lr 5111)l)orr is indisl)cm;ll)k to IIN2 g[let-rill:l I)ctwtlsc hc is

ltlilil:]ril~. \\c:Il;, x f:lct cosily forg(xtell. After all, tlw gllerrilla

Iigllts :I\ Iw LII)CSI)CC:IIIWIIC hcks IIIC \\Jc;ll)(IIls, c~lllil)lllct)t, sup-
l)lics, rccl~llic:ll SliillS, ;IIld {)ftcn ll{ltlil)crs Iwe(lc{! II) (igl~t in :lny
()[1ICI- \\f:I\,. SCIIII)III if ever lI;IS :IIlyt)Ilc (Iclil)cr;)lcly cl)oscn :]

~~llclrill;i s(r:Ilcgy \\IwII otlwrclloiccs” cxistc(l. If s~lliicicllt lllilit:lry

\IrcngIll is :Iv:tii:ll)k, ct)n\7cntit)ll:ll orgnlli~.iltiotl” :111(I(ilclics l)ro-
{I(lcc :1 (Iccisioll I]lorc (Itlicl(ly; if the g{):]l is politiml, strength

It I:ll{cs l)ossil)lc ;1 Collp {l’c;r(lt illstm(l of {I coslljf, pro[mclctl ci\ril
{t’:tr.

l;tCII IIIC All)cric;ln rci’(]ltltioll:llics, I\lI(m;ItIIIe(l poj)tll:lccg:lve
[IICIII cIIorIIIoIIs” guctritl;l })otcllti; ll, IIsc(l I):lrtis:ll] \\’:lrf:lrc only :1s
:1 1;1s1 I’csorl. “1’l)is Ir:l(liti(m;ll rclllct:lnce to cllll)loy g[lcrrillm
IIIIICSS((ll-CC(Ito (h) S(I is (Iil(iel”st:lli(l:ll)lc. (j~lcrrillm {lo ~rc:lt {1:1111-
:I~gcII) Illc \’crv society rlwy :11’C Iryi[]g 1{) (Icfcn(l or cot)trol”
I,l(:lltsr lllcil ;\c:Ik[KM kcq)s tllclll frolli I)n)lc(’titlg l)col)lc or

1)1’(II)C’I”IJ’.“1’lwirstrcl)gtll derives [lot s{) Il)(lcll 110111 \\c:lp{)ll!i illl(l
{Jl~illli/:llioll :1s frt)lll cll:lt)gc:ll)le l)l)l)lll:lr:ltt it~l,lcs. lt\sllort,guer-.
Irill:l \\:lrf:trc ils :1 Itlilitnry I1lc:lIIs 1{) :1 l]olilic31 cI)(I is I)olll costly

;I[){I ri\k~. (;i\, il \V;Ir Ilisloii; tt]s \\JII() :Irc fol](l of” l)r:tising tlw
,’

l):IItI\:It) c\l)loitso(” illosl)y ill nt)rtllcrn l’il-gilli:l sl)()(ll(l rclllell]l)cr
IIIC w.(lIIcl: Sllcri(l;ll] (lc\,;wl;Itc(l tllc SiwI]m]{io;Ill \J:)lley, :lnd

,}loslt~, ,Icl)rilc(lt)f Ilisgucrrill:l I):Isc, ltltiltl:ttcly f:tiled.
‘I”l”(lc,gllcrrill,l \\nrf:llell:lsollcilt:ljor:~(l v:l~lt;gc” intl~isllllcle:lr

.Igc. If clll})ll)~’c(l :1s 011illstrulllcl}t of forcigll ;Iggrcssit)n, it c{)llsti-
IIIICJ ;Ill ‘L:lll)l)igu{)tls tllrc:)t” I)y confllsil}gtlw Icg,ll, pt)litic:ll, ilnd
{,IUII Illilil:ll}’ I):lscs (or illl cllcclivc illlcrll:llioll:ll rcsi)t)llse. IILII

III,)SI 1)1 tllc”n:lti\fc gllcrrill;ls ;IIIII {Iwir ci\ilinll s’W’’’’’t~’”~ ‘1’’lst
II:IIU il stlt)ltgcrl ltotivc’ft)r lighting tluln scr\~illg tlw cx)nvctlicncc
oi :1 lt)rcign pI)\w-. ‘1’lw il~tcrll:ll conditions for irrcgtll:~r wrnrfarc



IIltlst I)(Lrigl)l I)ci’orc tl]( glic]rill:l I)cco[]ws tlvnil;~l]ic m ;I IIKA115()(
;Iggrcssiol],

‘1’l)c Ivc;]l(tlus(,f tllc~gtlcrrilla IIil)wclf ;In(l l~is UI)I)5C(]IICIIIIlcc(l
to goil) :ItI(l Ilulillt;lil} slrcngtll :tIIIOIlg tllc civil i:ll) polltll;ltioll”
l:lrgcl}f (Iclcrlllil~c llistc(l]l}i(l\ lcs; }ll(l()l)jc1:tivcs. Ull:ll)lc lt)[lcstrf)y
his t)ljl)tmcnt l)llysicoll} I)y {Iircc[, ll)ili[:~ry :lction, Ilc Iigltts psy-
cl){)logi(.;llly I)y ill(lirc(’t, politic;]l I)w:]lls. Never :It[:tckillg l]nlcss
oi~ellfltcli);l]gly sllpcrior , on(l Ilcvcr figlltil]g long eIIIJ\IglI (() I)e
callgl)l I]y :1 c(jut)t errttt:lcl(, tl]c ~{icrrill;l lc:ldcr {w5 COIIIIMI-ilself
m Hl)\\(’l)ologic:ll” lire;ll)oll. \,Vi(l\:1{) \II]l)r(Jl(cI) stril]g ()[ \’iuloiics,
lM)\vcvlr iilsigl)ifi,mlll IIIatIy of tllcJ]I i]}:ly I)c, I)c Crc:llc$ coilli-
deilcc III (Il(ittl:ltc SIICCCI,S:IIIIOI)g I)is sIIl)l)or[crs. At [Iic S;IIIIC[itllc,
hc foslcls :1 gro\\il)g (I(sp;lir OI)IOIIgIlis op])ollcllts.”

‘1’l)c gtli’rrilh (t)llvr]ls l)is rclinl)cc (III IIlc civil i:]ll I)ol)lil:ttioll”
into :111:I(lvol)t:lgc. Ilc(”:lllsc IIc Cnllll(lt Iutld gl”owi (}I c\’cll (i{)
IWgc-s(wk! (l:lm:l~:c to (’llc’llly forcxw, his ol)jectivc I)ccoi]lcs 0)11-
trol (JI tile j)ol)lll;lti(ltl. lie ])lils(lcs tl)is ol)jccrivc ]10( oIlly”l)y

polili(; lliy org:\i)i7illg :iIl(l ill(iocrlill:~tillg tllc l)co])le, ttllt :Ilso 1)}’

ed(tmting Ilis ()\\!Il l]wli in li]cir roie of ivinl)ing civilinn sltp]]ort.
‘I’llc’’ l”lllucl )isuiI)lill;ll\’ l{uics” ~:111(1“l;,igll[ l’oints of” At[cll(i<lll,”
tt’llitl] AI:]() fotvlluhrc(l :IS C:IrljI M 19?8, Ilt:li(c it I)i:litl to :Ili
irrqyll;ir s{)l(licrs Il\:lt Illcy ;Irc Cspcctc(l to I)cllilvc [lot ;1s coil-
(iilcr(>th {)1 I):lt)(iits, I)llt :1s (Iiscij)lille(i Icl)lcscllt;ltii)cs of :1 t)c\v
s{)t:iitl ;II1(Icc.(u){)lliic f)tclcr,

“1’ilis I)c\v orlicl, Al:lt) :IlsiI dc(l:lrcs, is ilt IIIC I)c:lrt (If tllc stl~ig-

gic. “iJ’illlotlt :1 I),)ii[ic:ll go;ll,’” IIc \\rilcs, “
fxii, ;ts it IIIIISI if its I)oiitiml oi)jcclivcx

gt[crrill:l lv;lrf:llc Iilll>t
(io I)ot (’oil](i(ic \4,itll

(Iw :Isliir:l(iolh I)( Ilw ])c()])Ic.” I.:]t)(l rcf(,rllt, t}:)tioll:(li~til, corlItl)-

tio[l, i)ovcrty-tllcsc nrc rlic iss(lus cxi)loirc(i 1)}, IIi(J(icrI\ I:{lcrriiias
to \till ])ci)l)ic ()!cr, ()(lcc it is org:llli~t(i, ;III(1 u{)l)vil)cc(l of I)otll
tile ccrtnillt~ ;Il)(i (IIC j(lsti(:c ()[ ;[ g([t,lrill; l ficlory, III( cil,ili:ll}
poplli:}ti(,l} Lq)i:)[.cs 11,c tr;l(iitioll; ]l to(,ls of \\wr\\:illl ;I lL\s t;lll-
gil)lc fortl] of strcl]gtl}.

‘1’l)c rulllirc(i it)tcgl:ttiotl of jl)ilit;ll }, ;III(i I)oliti[.:tl ;I(li o]] goes

I)cyl)l)ll forl])lllo(illg;l I)ol){ll;]tl) togt:ll;l;ll)(i” IIlctl Icttil)g lllc[);lHi-

S:II]S tlwt]lsctvcs :Ict :]s its S:IICSIIICI1. I:,VCI1 II]c SIII;IIICSI l:l(vic;ll

ol)cr;lliol~” i)my i);lvc p)iitic; li it))l)licoliot)s. I;or Cx;lrlll)lv, ;II1 :llt; ]cl(
oil :111cllclliy strong ])oiiltsccills IIcccssary, ~)ut [nay ;\iicl);\{cti)c
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I(K:II ii]llol)il:lnts {jr cx~x)sc tlwll) to lrcl)ris:tls ngilii)sr \\’llicll tlwy
[’:1111101I)c plotwtlxl. “1’lw I)olitic;ll C<)I)SCX]lIVI]CCSi)my \\Icllotlt-
\\cigll (Ilc I)ossil)lc Itlilit;lry gnill :111(1lIIC r:litl is Ilot corriml out.
I’l)c ,\lgcri:llls I)iivc :Iti(Iptc(l ~wrll:lps lI)c IIlt)st cxtrctnc solution”

II) [Itis l)rol)lcll) of l)t)litico-lllilit:ll}~ c{){)r~lilliltiotl by illtrt)tillcil)g
:1 l)f)litic:ll officer, \\llo I]illlwlf 1]:1sIm(l l~tc\’iotls cxpwicl)ce :1s :1
II)ili[; trv coll)lllall(lcr, :It c\rcry cCIICIOI1(Iown to the section.

1( i\-useful, \\ritll our nc\;’ concetm over guerrill:l \\,:lrfore, to

it]); lgillc outsclvcs in tile position” of tlw guerrill:l leader. WC then

wc IIUII IK is [ncc to f:tcc \\,itll SOIIIC scrio(ts ({i(Iicultics nt)(i cetwin

illllct-clll Iiillil;ltiolls. Ill I.d CilfL’tr(7 tlc ~iltcl)ill(r$, {llc ~~llcv:lt+

Iikc Al:to, [Ill(lcrst:lt)( l:tl)ly strews tl)c positiic side of irrcg(llnr
\t:II[;IIc. IIllt :1 CI(ISC re:l(lil~g of I\is I)()()k rc\Ic:lls II series of

(Iilcll)ll):ls for the gucrrilh lc:l{lcr.
\l)I)\c all, IIIC gticrrill:l Ic:l(lcr IIIIV+II)c colltillll;llly nctivc-

I):lr:tssitlg ct]cil]y c~)l)llll{lllic:lti{)[ls, :lll)l)ml~ing isolntc(l I)osts :md
(Ict:l[lllllct)ts, cre:ltillg I)y ;Icts of vi{)lcncc :1 gcllcrill c]in~:ltc ~)f
ilwcx’urity. I Iis Illovclllent thrives ~nd grows 011 col)tin(l:ll, SI1);III

\IIcuMus. At tllc wtt)lc till]c, Iw I]]([st never risk a dcfu[. I)cfc;lt

Ilot (Jflly Iltlrts l~is SIIMI1, I)()()rly c(]llil)])c(l forces, I)tlt it 01so
iic;]l(clls p:ll-tisnll ll]or;}lc :InJ civil i;ln collli(lcncc. “1’l)c l)sycllologi-”
c;l I (I:ll)l;lgc l)];ly I)c grc:lter tl)ntl tile tllilit:lry. ‘l-his W’:IS I)rol)ol)ly

IIIIC of (IIC J(ll~r, l~fjl, [):]ttlc il)-solltl) \~ict!];}l]l, \\llcrc (I]c \~i~t

(k,IIp 1(,s1fc\\crtll:ill 200[)f” IIlcir $,()()() 10,()()() Iigllrcls. ‘I”lw gLIcr-
.,

till; i Ir:!(lcr :Ittcll)l)ts to \\,:lll<0 fll]c Ii[]c l)ct\\,ccl) ros ]I)cssI ;Illtl
11{(’css;ll}, IM)IIIIICSS.

SUC{)II;I, tl)crc is :] dilci))tll;l !)(IK(I I)y tcrr;lill 011 tlw I)IIC 1);111(1,
I:ttgctj 01] tllc otl)cr. ‘l”l~c rt)ltgllcr tl)c tcrmill, tl)c l))orc secure

i> Il)c ~llcrrill:l force. I]ut tl)c ro[lgllcr tlw tcrrflill, tllc I}lf)rc di(li-
(tlll ii ii (or gllcrlill:l~ to [ill(l 10{.:11 Slil)[)lics :]1)(1 to Ilil tl)c Il){)w
illll)t)ll:}lll Illilil:lly :tl)tl l)oliti(:ll I:l[gcts. (;llcvjlr;l :I(ltl)its [Iult tl)c
{ ili(s ;II141Il)c ittl);illh :Iw tllc scllsiti\,c :Irc:Is Illot 1))11s1I)c :Ilt:tcl{cd

HI](I Il){l<)ctrill:ltc{l, I)\lt lll;lt prcciscly tl)osc orcas nrc tllost d;lngcr-
IIIIS for gtlcrl-illx opcmtiolls.” I[vel) IIw ll:ltlcr, nlorc fertile, 91](I
llc:l\il\ l){)l)tll;ltctl f:ll-l[ll:ll)(ls colwittltc “ullfavor;lt)lc terr:li l).”

l“li~lc is :11sotllc l)lottcr of gtlcl-rill:l discil)lit)c. (Jltcv:lr;t Ilotcs
tl]ot il)tlividwl c(nlvicti(m (irives Illost gucrrillxs to fifgllt I)ttt they
IIltlst sui)j])it to n discipline tll;lt is exttw)]ely severe i)y rcguhr
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There is some historical evidence sul)l>ol-ting his point, The
(jt-cck G)nlmunists, although successflil f{)r :] tillle in using coer-
cive lnethocls, eventually drove over n half -lllillioo of what should
have been their strongest supporters off the lnnd and into the
cities. ‘1’he Alalaynn Conlnwnists, once ct)lul))itted to a policy of
terror, found that it undern)ined their campaign of political
indoctrination and they abandoned it within a year. ln southwest-
ern Korea, North Korean guerrillm successfully terrorized the
peasants until threats ceased to be certain of execution. Then
terror began to boomerang. Even the Algerians claim to have
given up the large-scale use of terror, as a means of keeping Mos-
]enls in line, after finding its disadvantages too great.

Terrorism, of course, can have other important uses besides
l))~intaioing popular support. A government too weak to provide

a poplllar rallying point, a govermnent without the administrative
machinery or military strength to perform its Ininimum func-
tions, may find tlmt “terrorism so co[npletely disrupts Iifc that
peace on any terms secr,ls preferable. Ihnployed ngainst a colonial
regime \\eakenecf b~ political difficulties ot holne and abroad,
terrorism alone may- achieve the objcctivc of the guerrillas. This
happened in Palestine and Cyprus. In C~prus, EOKA never en-
gaged in large-scale irregular colnl)nt ~ltjwllgh its operations had
fill the other characteristics of guerrilln \\Orfare-a popular CVIUSC,
civilinn protection of the partisans, :IIN[ g{)\ctllll)ental difficulties
in obtaining infornlati(m and Il)nintoinii)g or{lcr without further
alienating the f)opulnti{m. In the end, tllc Ilritish decided that a
political settlement in Cyprus was prcfcrot)lc to fill-out war against
the insurgents.

But the use of violence t)y the p;lt t i\,ll]~ :Igainst civilians re-
lllaios an alllt)iguous, not an invincil)lc, \\v:ll~(ul for the guerrilla
Icodcr. IIldiscrilllinatc or sclcctivc tvrl-,,l . l~~s cxtrcille fornls of
coercion, even sat)otagc if it disrupts cilili:lll Iifc too greatly, may
I)ave n l)acklmll that repels rntl}cr tll:tll :It t I :1(Is populnr support.
At tilllcs, llo\vcvcr, guerrilla forces 11111$.1 r(’sot’t to these tcch-

l)iques, and tile gucrrilin lender lllust (1(:11,1 II11the difficult pro b-
Icl]]s of just when and how to use tll(lll. 111(1 I]ow to keep them
under control.

Unfortunately, Guevara barely to(lcll(s ()11I I]e last and greatest



dilemma of the guerrilla lender (tllc rottcllllcss of the Ik]tis(:l

regime largely solved it for the Cubal) lcvoltltio[~nlic s).” As uc

shall see, the big problem lies in the difficult clloiccs involvc{l in
pushing the war to a victorious conclusion.

The belief that irregular operations Illust I)e rcgulfiri7,cd if
partisans are to win has become one of tl]c dogmas of gucrrilln
theory. Before Mao, both experience and d(jctri]]c Imd prit]l:lril},
concerned the defensive function {if gucrt-ills \vnrfnrc, which
takes for granted a friendly regular nrl]ly tlmt eventually invndcs

the country and operates in conjunction ~vitb the pnrtis~ns. N4:I[)
was the first to see clearly that such an arnly Inight be crcatcd
from the guerrilln force itself. Having c(msolid~ted their ,pmitioll
through irregular warfare by the e~rlv 1930’s, the Cbincsc C(JIII-.
munists began to engage in more conventional opcrati(ms. ‘I”l]e)’
reverted to a guerrilla strategy against the Japanese invasion in
1937, but after 194.$, drawing upon Ilis p(ml of comtmt-tr~incd
manpower, Mau used primarily regular forces in expelling Cllinn[:
from the mainland.

When there is no chance of Iargc-scale foreign intervention,
and whe]l the enemy is politically and Inilitqrily strong, with b(mli
the will and the intelligence to use his strength, the dogIna {)(
regularization undoubtedly holds true. ‘1’IIc psychoh)gical cllflr-
ncter of guerrilla warfare then becomes fMIly tl~c IIIC:lIISof crc:lt -
ing and conso]i~iating the popular base, which in turn ntwst
eventually provide enough soldiers suficicntly WCI1 tr:lincd to

defeat the enen)y in open battle. But tl~crc arc a nulllhcr of })it

falls on the road to regular operations—regulnrizntion may bc not
just a dilemma, but a complex of dilemmas.

The first of these is proper timing of the transition. Prcll)nrurc
regularization invites militnry disaster t)ut o\’crl(mg nttachnlcnr to
irregular opet-ntions may exhaust the poptll:ltion.” ‘1’llc ~llillcst.
Communists worried most about the I>l[tcr danger, the vice ~)f
“guerrillaism”; the Algerinn ret)cls h:td to resist tllc ftppoiitc
temptation, of seeking the domestic ;Ind tliplt)[mltic prestige ()(
conventional opcratitms before being lllilitarily rc~dy. onc rc;w)ll
for the ultimate defeat of the Greek CoI]}Il]\iliists appcnrs r~) havv
been that before they could afford to do so they were figflting ;I\
regular forces, with heavy weapons and territorial bmcs.



‘I”cttiloti:ll I):MCS :Itc tl}ctlti{)llcd I)y ( ;(IcV:II:l :1s I)cillg {)( grc:lt
\:IIIIC CVCIII)cff)l-c nny nttctlll)t is lll:~dc to rcg~ll:lri7,c (q)cr:lti(ms.

I’lwy ttt:lkc it l)[issil)lc to Ilnvc (r:tillillg :111(1 Icst :lrcns, supply

(IIIIIII)S, :l[l(i hoy)it:ll fncilitics. of Cotll-sc, hc mlds, dlcy Il)llst I)c

“SVUII’C, ” I)ut h(]\v to lll:lkc tllclll sccwrc Ognillst (irst-cl:lss rcgulnrs
is u~)t nnS\\,CI-Cd.Ikcs, it \vtNIldsecln, o[icr tl]e sort of fixed target
Ill:lt ct~tlntcrguerriltn forces nlwnys seek fi[ld rzrrely find.

Ill CIlinn and Imlochinfl, gucrrillo groups turmxl itlto rcguinr
:Irll)ics c:lf):ll)le of dcfcntillg Inrgc cncllly forces. In Imth ctscs, this
\\:Is scllicvcd with foreign msistancc, nlld there is Iittlc evidellcc

tllnt victory c~n ever I}c ~fiil]cd wittlout S{ICII Iwlp. “1’() I)c sure,

gtlcrrill:ls ~;fill Su]q)ly Illcv;wlvcs iiilll :lrIIIs :lIId :Illllllutlitii)tl I)y
t:li{ls, :111[1the civil i:lll l)ol)lll:ltion” \\”illI)r{)vi(lc (Illlcr csscllti:lls.
Il(it lhc I;I, N rc(luircd tllc snncttlnly of “I”llllisi;lll territory :Illd

clvl] Gstro llcc(lc(l olltsi{lc sllp~)ort, itwlu[litlg tllc crucinl U.S.
:11JIM cllll)nrgo ng:lil)st Ihristn ill 19.$8. Yet forcigtl nid cm I)c a
I li’[)-cdfjetl sword for tile guerrilla Ic:ldcr. _l’lle nillls of the gucr-
Iill:l Ittovelnetlt nlld its foreign nlly will never c{)illcide exactly,
:111({ tllc diffcrcnccs nmy bc ilnpol-tnnt, especially if exploited by
tllcir Intttunl enellly. ‘[’his wed t{) ncyuire foreign aid makes
lv)ssil)lc tllc thitxl fttnctit)n {)f gucrrilll wnrfnrc-its usc xs an

ill\[ltllllcllt of nggrcssion. Ihlt even G)l}]ll]ltllists, \\illt tl]cir tnlcl)t

lot Iitlki[lg h)cnl gricvnllccs :lnd Russi:lll or (llincsc foreign policy

ii! :1 sil)glc idcologic:~l” fr:ltllc\\{)rk, ~lf) n~)t :IIN:I)S lilld it c:wy to

{lolllill~tc n gucrrill:l ll)()\’cll}cllt. At tllc SOI)ICtilllc, the gllcrrilln
Ir:l{lcr Il)oy find it diflicult to I)argaitl for ()[llsi{lc I)clp without
lllltlcrt~iining or conq)rolllising his ()[vt) f)l)jcctivcs.

In nll of these dilclmllns, tl)e guerrilln Icndcr Illllst display exccp-
[i(lll:l[ j\l(!~lllCllt. {;[IC!’I”; I!:IS, lllllikC II I(J!”CC(Ml\’Cll(h)lUll foIXCS, kck

I I)c strength to ilmkc up for fnutty dccisit)ns. Morc[lvcr, a shrewd
t)l)l)~)ncnt \\.IN) ~tfldcrstnllds the nntu[c f)f it-rcglll:lr \\’arfarc can

c~)nsidcrxl)ly narrow the nrcn in which SI)UII(I tlccisions by the
yttcrrill:t Icadcr :Irc l)ossil)lc.

I\~c Il:lt,c {)titlillcd (Ilc I):ltulc t)f gt}crlill:l \\:ltf:lrc-its setting,
i~l)jccti\cs, tcchtliqllcs, nn(l Iilllit:lti{)lls. LVlvIt do tllcsc fnctors
II IC:III fI)r tlic Ulli[cd St:ltcs~ IVC :Irc 111)1IICW tll-gi~~gspccifk
st)ltlli~)lls to specific prf)l)lctlls, but ()~lr :lll:llysis lll:ly o(rcr some
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~tlidclillcs for tllitll{il]g fll)ollt rllc gcIIcI:Il lII(,l)lcII

tionstlip of gucrritlfi \\’firfnrc [() Atllct-ic;tll l)olic)’.

Guerrilla wnrf:lrc collccrns tllc Ullitc[l St:l[ci ill I
Wflys:

1. In planning to cInploy gtlcrrillas dcfcllsi\cl~, tll(ls Mrcl)gtll -

cning the ability of lloll-C()[l)llltlllist states to rcsis[ Ircgukr ;Itt:Iclc.

2. In employing guerrillas m+ offcllsivc l!mpolls.

3. III bolstering tl]c defenses of a fricl](ll} Il:lli{,l} lipl)fill~{ ~II(r-
rillns, or threatenc[l l)y then\.

‘1’()() often thcs(! :Il”c:ls nl”c Collfuscd, 01 lllllq)c(l “1[)[:(’1[1[1’ Illl(lcr

tllc I)hrflsc ‘tullcotlvclltioll:ll” \v:lrfnrc cal);ll)ilil its. ” Sill(c t lIr\’ (1(:11

w“irll diflcrcnt prx)l)lcllls, tllcy sl)ould I)c I;cl)l (li~tillul.
‘I”llc first ~rea—l)l:lllllillg to usc gucrrill:l\ :1<:1 (Icfcllsivc \\c:\[)(Ill

—[ICC(IS Iittlc disctlssion. It n})pcnrs II1OS( :ll~])lit’ill)lc t{) NA’1”( ),
as 3 means of mxking Western I?.uropcfl[l I)c(I[)Ics it](ligcstil)lc for

n conventionally arnled invacfcr or al)lc to corldtlct the l)rol(crl-

IXKIC war that msy follo~v” thernlonuclcnr strikes. An!’ S(ICI1 pl:lil

must, however, lncct several important corvii(lct-;l~ions. (hlc is t!)c
foct that guerrillas, I)cmusc of their wcll<llcss, III(ISI rrcly f{)r l)ro-
tcction on a nc:lrly irnpcnctr:llllc ci)lltltclilllclli~;cllcc S[.t-cttl.
\Vt)IIld not pencclitllc rcscrvc gucrrill:l u[li[s Itc s~ll)jcct t,) il\(illr:l-
Iiorl, [)r even to II)c cfipturc of so iItml}. l)cmf)llrlcl ill tllc irlili:ll
SIN]CIC of invasion, tllfit the entire (]rg;ll)i7:ltioll \\otIl\l I)c f:ll:lll},

col])prolllised? “I”llc rcsistnncc nN)vclIlcnts tIf \Vt)rl(I U’:11 II Jlcl:c

rccruitcd under \\”:lr[illlc conditiorls,” cctt:lil)l\’ (li\:l(l\’;t tl[;lgcotls irl
some ways, but pclll:lps essential if n guclrili:t (OICC is II) sllrlivc.

If tllc problcm ()( sccllrity sccl]ls so]vnl)lc, III(IC i\ :1 gv[)~gr:)l)lli[:ll

(lifliculty to consider. Western IIuropc is n f:lirly c{)nsl riulcxl :Irc:l,
\vith n high densitv of people nrld cor]lr))l]ilic:l{iolts” :iIl(l \\itl] fcJ\,

natural I)mtions. il(]st of it is very “tlllf:llol”:ll)lc Icrrflil]. ” [!il-

dt)tll)tcdly guerrilla !~.nrfnrc is possjhlc irl \\’cs Iur Il l;. IIr IIlW r{)l :1

sl)(tlt til])c, cspcci;\ll\’ if tllc colllr]l(lllisl ii]\ ;I(lcrs :lIc llr:l\ il\

cl)g:]gcd ogninst lVc\tcrn rcgul:lr forces. 1111[ ir L,ccltls :] {ltll)iotl~
N, A’[”()str~tcgy t,) rely 01} g(lcrlill:~s ;1s :1 l)~:~jl)l ,Iclcrtct]t I)t :]~ :]
[l}c:ltls of l)r{)l{)rlgc(l Iu;ist:lllcc. l~vcr}lllil)~ \\ill (I(I)cI1(I. (){ (x,lltv.,

on tllc \\illingncss of the civil inrl ])optrl;lli(tll II) figlll It:l(.1(. III



sllol-t, it III:Iy l)rovc (Ii fficlllt if Il[)t illll)ossil)lc to slockl)ilc c[Tcc-

li\(l}, Ilw c{)llq)ollcllls of gllerrillil \\wtf;]rc.

U;illg gtlcrrill:ls M :111offctlsive \\’c:lpon, cirlwr to p~lt pressure

(III (1w (lm)l)]ullists or to ()\,ctll~tx)\\, :1 goverlllllcllt t)lmoxious to
Illc (Il)itc(l Stntes, 11:1srccclltl~ rcccivtxl c{)llsi(lcrnl)lc nltc[ltion. In
L’ilsc’(If Illojol’ \v;ll-, it \\KIIIl(l clenliy I)c :1 \\’:Iv to exploit lliscoutent,
i!) tllc (k)[nllnlnist rc;lr—in I lIIIIgnry, for cs:Iillple. Iltlt its cln-

I)lovtilctlr M n \vc:Ipt)tI ill the G)ld \V:tr, or M :1 ncur illstrullletlt

of i\llwric:tll (Iiplot]):t(;y, is ;Inotl)cr I]lnlter.

\ll \\OItl(l :lgrectl];lt it is ill tl)cs:ltcllitc ;lrcn tl~:tt Il)c I:tllnching

()( gtlcrrillo lllo\,cllwnts swills IIlost l)rofit:tl)lc. Yet is it IIot pre-

ciwlv IIlis :lrm \\,lmresttcll vcnltlrcs :Irc llu)st risl<y? [h)t)lln[lnist
rcgiillm :Irc ]);1s1 Il)nstcls of this Iiilttl {)f \\’;ll-f;lrc-;lll(l Cotll(l I)c
c~l)cctc(l to fight I):lck \\7itllrlltllless eilicicncv r:tther tl):ln I)cct)l]]c
Icss IIiilil:ltltlv (l)lllll~~lnist. If :1gucrrillil lll{)v~lllcllt \hof/1~1:tcllicvc
S{NIICSIICCCSS,(Iespitc or pcrh:]ps I)ccallse of {~omll)unist repres-
sil)ti, IIlcrc \\,OIll~lbe rcnl d:lngcr of esc;ll:lti(m to a Iliglwr Icvcl
of \it)lcllcc. ‘I”lic Unitc(l S[-ntcs, thtx)tlgll st)n]e [llisc:llc~ll:ltiol~ of
IIlis:llll)ost itlcolcul:ll)lc kin(l of \vnrf:tt-e,Illigl]t lint{ itself with tl}e
llfll):ll)l)y cltoicc of :Il):lnthming friends or raising tllc st:ll(cs. Sonic

;Ill;llysts’ of llllCICilr striltcgy h;lve Well tVCStCI’1l-l):lCl< C(i Siltellite
revolt :1s tl)e IIlost Iil(ely occasion for :1 Rttssi:ln stlrprise :Itt:lcl( (m

tlw [Jllilcd St:]tes.

:\si(lc fr{)ll) lIw {Iircct tlil[lgcr t[) {)urscI\,cs, oitu p~)tcllliill illlics
i)) Il)csc cx)llntrim \vouId umlcrgo grcxt :In(i proiongc(i silfFcril)g.
ir is lit)ui)rf(li if tilcy cx)uiti ever \vin witilout Al)lcric:tll arlnwi
\IIi]iNtrl, ;In(i cxccpt in ill] :Iii-()(lt \v:lr tll:}t \voIIiCiscc[u out of rlw

tillcslit)ll. ill {)liwr \v(Itfis, \\,c\tIf)ulti i)c ;Isi{illg liww ~)c<)i)ic to
;Itt :N l):l\\iNill f)llr gioi):]l strategy. Ilcsitics, if smliciu)w it siloui(i
t’rcc itscif from Ci)lnlllunist contmi, coui{i :1 society terril)iy timn-
:lgL’11i~~ l[~tcrll:li wnr i)e stnbie \vitimut resort to tl)[:lii[:lri;~ll tc~il_
Iliti[lcs? is ti)c Uniteci Stntes intcresre(i in stwi] on t)utcolllct nnti
is it \t’iilillg to i)c:lr the rcsl)f)nsii)iiity for iii)cratil~g ~)coi)ic i)y
[IIL’!K Illc:llw?

i;il);lily, liocs tile Ullitcti States i):l\Jc ti]c c:li)acity to cx)[l(iuct
~xl\rertIlliiit:lry oi)cr:ltiolls” on ml extensive scfiie? ‘l-ile Clll)atl vcn-
ltlrc U:IS IIot a foir test i)cc:lllse its concept l:lcgciy rejcctcd guer-
riilxs in f:l\~or of a lnore c(mventionnl stt-nttgy. Nevertlleiess,
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tllcrc is :1 rcmx)Il I(I s~l~ll.c.t 11):1[(1111.:Il)ility to C{)[}cc:]l 110111 oll]crs

:In(i lr(JII) OIIrI)\\Il l)ol]hlxtio{l” \\lI,It wc :Irc doil]g is II(I( very greet.

It 11:1s Ixxll :trg(Ic(l 1111 tl)e 3(l(,[)tiol)
“.

of fylcrrill:l s(ll)vcr>lol) m

A[llcricnn policy \\oIIll IMII [() I“ill)d:l[llcllt:ll tl):illgcs if] 1)[)11]()(lr
il)tcrtl:ll str[lcturc :In(l our intvl-n:ltiolt:ll ol)jc(.tivcs. “i’{) l])at~y
Alllcric:llls, SIICII CII:III1,S ott (III:lCCCI)I,IIIIC in rll;lt III(:Y SCCIII to

cro(lc IIlc very I)mis (,, ollr n:llion:lt e.xistencc.

Nt)t oll!y lkl}~ (]l)j(’l ions 1)(, raisctl 011 grotII)(is 01” l)rillcil)lc,
tllcrc ;Irc prncti(xi rc:If IIIs for trciltil)g \vill) atltion OIIy I)ro[)(}sd
clll])l(tyl]w]t of gtlcl-ri; l:ls t{) {)\{.l;tllrt)\\ g{)vcrill])ct]ts. If SIICII :]
l)rc;ll(”\\itl] \vlI:It \\,c III(c I(I tl, iltl( of as (m(litiol):ll IIoli[’y ;11so

txlptllrcs tllc gcl)clill ~[]wric;ll) COIMCMUS on Il:ltioll:ll l) IIrl)osc,

tllci) \\’c111:1)’ ll,l\~C \f(.li CllC[l olll SCl\,CS illtcul:llly IIIOIC lllilll :I1lV

illtCt’llill il)ll:ll g;litl ll]i~,llr I)c \\’(Jrlll. Altllotlgll illc (~old lV;lr ;s

ccrl;lillly 1)()( :1 Ix)l)(ll,lrily col)[cst, \\,c III:Iy also [Il:ll(c it JINJrC

(Ii flic(llt f’or :lcILI:II :IIIt! potenti:]l nllics to ((mcl(lde tll:]t it lies in

their it)tcrcst tt) work \\~ith ([s.

liot” Cxnlllpk, :1 go\rlllllcIll IIn(lcr gucrl”illo :I[t;lcl{ Illiglll Iill(l
it ill}}xmil)lc to acccl t l~cll~ (101]1 ;It~ ;lggrc3si\, c Ul\ilc(l St:ltcs
\\itl)~){lt (Iiscrcllitillg i ,clf itl [IIC cvcs of its ()~frn })ol)lll;ltioll” :1s.
:1 tool” of ill)l)cri:llislll, Ill SUCII ill] cvc[]lllfllity, lllc ~~llitc(l St:ttcs

~t’otll(l lM\Jc sIIfTeretl, ,Iot jllsl :1 (Ir{)p in l)cl)ulous illtcrn:llion:ll

prestige, I,(it- :) t;lngil)l Il)ilit:lr), wvcrsc. \V. W. ll{)s(~)fv, ill [N)c
of IIIU Itlost CI)III1)ICIU~,,;ltclllcllls yc[ III:](Ic I)y IIIC /4{llllilli\[l:l(io11
on gllcrrillil \\,:trfnrc,* Il:ls:trgl[cfl l-l)is l)oilltj)crs~l:lsivcl~: “I)cspitc
nll tile (l)llll))ilnist Ixlk of :Ii(iillg Illovclllcnts of n:t;it)l):ll il)tlc-
~)cll(lcl)(’c, Ilwy orc (Ilivcll it) IIIC clld, I)y IIIC II: IIIIIC of (l)cil-
sys[cl)), t{) violate tl~c iotlc]wl){lc[)cc of n~ttii)lls. l)cy)ilc :111lIIC
Coll)ll)ullist t:lll< of Alllcrica[l iltlI)crit~lislll, \ve ore cf)llll)liltcd, by
tile n;lttlrc of ~jtlr s~st. Ill, 1[) slll)])ort [I)c c:ltlsc of I}:ltif)r):ll illtlc-
pcll(lc[lcw /lntl ll)e;)~l,ll \\ill ,)~11.”

I)lll)lic in[cr{:~t in {1,. c[lll)l{,\ll)cl)t of g{lcrrill:)s I)y tllc (J1)itcd
Sl:ltcs 1]0s [cIIIIc(I t{) ,Illltc (Iist(lssit)ll ()( \\’ll:ltis in f:lc{ {Itlr lll[)sl-
I)rcwillg prol)lclll: l)t,i to figl]t :Ig:lil)st gllerrillw SU(ll (Iiscussiotl
;lS II:IS occtlrrc(l Ilas ~?,,Icr:llly I,II{u) Ilw ff)rll] of dcl)xtc I)ctwccl)
tllc CYP{)I]CIIIS(If 1111]11.lry Ol(i :llld tile CX])ollL!llt S of CKolloIlli C” Xii]



to tIt}(lcrcIc\’cl(I~Jcti fircas. It SIIOUICI bc clear full)] tllc clmtztctcr
(I( guctrilln wnrfnrc, llo\vc\’cr, that llci[hcr Illilit:lr}- l~lcm(lrcs nor

I)[)litic:tl illc:lsurcs by tl]cl}wclvcs \\’illsf)lvc IIW l)loidclll of dcfcmc
:l~:lillst gllcrrillm.

I;t)r p{lrpf)ses of nll~lysis, coilt~tctg~lcllilla nctioll llmy be scp-
:tl:ltc(l il~lt) tllrcc tnsks, I)\It-IIICS :Irc so ill[illl:llcl~ rclltc(l tllnt

\IIuccss it! OIIC tmk (Ifrct] (Icl)cn[ls oil l)tx)grcss ill Illc others. ‘1’hc
(:IsI{s :lrc to defeat the gucrrilln lllilit:lrily, to I)rcnh Ilis conncctiwl
J! itll tl]c civil inn pol)ul:lti{)tl, nn(l tt) tc-cstnl]lisll govcrmmcntnl

:llttlll)l-iry :Itlti socinl otxlcr.

I’lofcssiollal” sol(licrs nrc f:ll]lili;lt \\ilh tl]c t:~c[ic:ll I)rol)lcnls of

li~lllitlg it-rcgulnrs I)ut n fc\\ i)(lillts cnn I)c prt)[it:ll)l~~ t]mde here.
S~IcccssfIIl c(}~ll]tclg{lcrrill:l (q)cr:ltiom , as ill tllc Plliiippincs, IMvc

;Il\\:I\s collll)inc(l :1 grid sistcll! (J( tcrritorinl col)lrol” tvitll m(]l)ilc

stlil(;t)g forces. ‘1’IIc nloliilc strikil}g forces urntlot m)rnmtly hc

II I:!(IC III) of fricn(llv civil iotls. org:ltli7.c(l on(l traillc(l to fight m

yllcllill;ls, IIIsIc:l(I, ;Ilcy :trc cr)llll)~Isc(l of tllc I)cst rcgulnrs~ nblc

fo cxl)loil :111 tltc tcclllt~tlogic:ll :111[1 :I(llllill istl:llivc ndv:lntrtgcs
t)f fllo(lcrn tllilitnry orgnllimti{)ll, ntl(l to cl])})lov tllclll in utwo[l-

\ctltioll:ll fmlliotl :1s \\Icll.Sillcc tllc lcrritorinl “f{)rrcs nrc nmillly
I)r)li[c or Ilotllc-dcfcnsc (Illits, the n)lc for frictlill~ gucrrillm in
tr)ltlllclg[lcrtillfl flctif)n scclm vcrv lilllitc~l.

“1IIC I;rcncli ;Ittclllptc[l t{) ~tsc ;(IcI1 gltcrlill:ls ill Itltlocllilla I)llt
I\il Ilolil ttlllull sttcccss, l)l:linly I)cc:l(lw t!w) (Ii(l Ilot ll~vc tllc
l,t,l}~ll:lr I):ISCfl,)ltl \\llicll ttl opcr:ltc. Sill] il:tt l\I, IIlc Ullilc(l St:ltcs

~,111)111[1IN)t cxl)cct to I):wc its Illilit:lry :Ictiotl ;Ig:lit]st fycrrillns (m

1(1[:11 p(,pttl:~r sllpl)or(, cspccintly ill tllc c:lrl\ sl:lgcs of n conflict.

I’IVIICI1 rcg[llflr troo[)s,” “oil tllc otllcr 1):111(1,Iwf’cr SCCIII to Ilnvc

1)(’,11 :Il!lc to opcr:ltc lll)c,otl\,ct\tioll:lll}’.” ‘I”lw Ilritisll f{)rccs in
,ll;ll:t},:l, \\itll n sttl:lllcr tf:lr oil tllcir I]ntlils, 5! ICCCC(IC(I 1[) :1 rcil]:lrk-

;Il)lc c~lcllt in (Ising irrcg~ll:lr t:lctics :lg:lit)sl (I)llltltlinist gucrrill:ts.

II is illll)orl:lnt for the Utlilcd S(xtcs ttl un{lclst:l[ld this distinc-
Iioll l)ct\\ccn gtlcrrill:l tnctics avfiilnl)lc to I)otll sides, and gucrrillt
~)ig:llli7:llioll, \\,llicl] is n:ltltrqlly (Ipp{]sc(l to Illc g~)vcrl)l]lcnt.

Ill ll}(l{)cllin~, tllc Frcllch 31so fnilc(l to I)rc:ll< (Itc lillc l)ctwccn

11)( gllcrlill:ls nntl tllc ciyili:ln I)op{llntioll.” ‘I’twir f:liltirc \vm duc

iII)t to :1 Incl( of undcrst:tntlillq l)ltt to :1 I:Ic I( of Iii-it] (Iccisioi]s otl

(otll)lcrlltcnsttrcs. ‘1’roops” ill ‘(IIc [icld, fl-ustr:ltcd I)y tile sutlcn
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{Ii]cf)ll]l)]ull icatil’ctlcss of tllc populfltiol), \\cIc :lllof~c(l (() col[iltlil

occmionzl excesses :Ind often to I)c sil])pl}’ r(](lgll ill Illcir ll:ll)(lliltf~

of civilians. In tlw sfitllc wsy, u!)til it J\:Is” W(tl)i)c[l, ])olicc l)t(ll:]lil~

in South Korea nild tl~c Philippines autll:lll} IICll)ml tllc (;(ItJt-
[Ilunist partisans.

It is not si~llply 2 question of I)cillg kill~l 1{, Illc Il:ltif{s I)\lt {II
keeping some lcfyl fralncwol-k itl(flct. (;ollillctl{llctlill:l ft)r[cl
rcprcscnt the go\’crnnmlt to ll]ost {)( IIlc l)(,f~l)lc <N(IglIl ill III(’
ll~idst of a gllcrrilln war. If tllcsc forces :I{t ItIorc it-[csl)ollsil)l\

rlm thcgucrrill; vi tllc]l]scl~’cs, tl)c govcrlllllcllt [’:1!1 1):11(11},hop to

appeal to people :1s tllcir protector ai](l I)(ltcf:l[ror, A(ll)]i[tc(ll?”,

tllc govcrnl))cnr ~fill often I)9vc to c[lI])II,}. w)itlc \iIItIsII:Ill~, lI:II\l I

cocrcivc memulcs ill I)rcnkil)g tl)c gllcllill:]-[i\”ili:ll] Ii[lk, l)\Il SII( II

Illcmures must :lIIOVC :111 I)c Icgolly forlll\il;\(c~l ;)I)(I :Il)l)lir(l. N(I

government, UI]IC5S it ~IlaIls to rcsolt to 11”111~’lol:llit:lti:lll 1((11-
niques, cnn usc tcrrr)ristll or ill(lisctil t]ill:l(c l)rlli:llit\, :I[!;lillsl il\

()\\ll people witlll)ut ulldcrll)inillg its l)osiliotl.”
‘1’lwugh the u)[][luctof troops” ill IIIC Ii{’1(1(.:111I{li[l :III\Ff!{)f

crll[t)cntnl plon for severing tllc g[lcrrill:l (1{1111l~is i)~)]~{ll:ll l)asv,
tllcrc is Illucll ltl~)rc to :lccf)lllplishing this l:l\li (11:111ll:i\ill~ \Icll

I)clmvcd soltlicrs. oilc ol)vious” rc(luirclllclll if ;I l)f})tll~)ltj[{i[:ll-

\\’:lt-f:lrc progr:llll, on tl)c I)nsis (If lmst c\l~<lici]rc, IIlis l)I(I~I;IIII

tll{lst I)c higlll}, so[)llisticntcd if it is [() sll((cc(l, [t (Iocs 110[ lull

Iics, I)crxusc tllc (i\,ili:lll tnrgct of tl)c pro~r:IIII kII()\\s IIN)UV :II)OLI[

tl)c gllcrl-ill;ls tll:l[l tllc govcllllllcllt (ll)(\, If (1(1(’$ 11{)1 (,( II II II,! I

])c()l)lc fl[)tcllti:lllJ' s}'tllllntllctic t()tl)c g(lctlill:l,> \\ill)tll([!llcltill:l~

tl}cl])sclvcs, bcc:IIl\c it seeks to brc:lk, 11111 I(illf(tt[.c, IIIC lil]li\

I)ctwccn then). It \\ill s{)n)ctill)& sprcfi(l itlf,,tl)):ttioll tll:lt !t,,lll(l
l)orln:llly bc classific(i, I]ccn(lsc illlmc(li:ltv ;III(I (.{)ll\itluill{[ Ir])I,Ils

of sllcccssful I)}ilil:lry ()]}crnti{)lls nrc tllc I)r,.1 11]{.:llls()( 1)(.l~,ll:l[lil]f!

people tllflt Supp(ll’t of tllc g~lcrtiil:ls is lll~lfisc.
Another stnl)d:)rtl l~lcth{)d of den)’ing 111~{!~ltllili:t Iii. 1)~)1)11111

I)mc is the rcscttlclllcllt of populztif)lls. I{csclflclllcllt Il:ls Ilc(’11

successful with tllc Uincsc s(lllattcls ill IAI; II: IJ; I, :11](I [):l]liallt” ~~~

\\’itll tllc Aral)s ill Algcl-in. Illlt lVIICII ~:11~IIln[illg illr !Ilililill}
nllvfit)tages of rcscttlcvl)cnt nn(l l)l:illllitl~ 111~tlct:lils (I( Illt, l)~~t
grail], full wcigl)t I))ust I)c given t[), i(s I)(,lili(:ll, ccoll[)llli(, :11]{1

socinl effects, wl)icl~ nrc oftcll cxtrcn]cl~’ I]:lltllfl]l,



‘I”hc ultilmte tccluli(luc in isolating gucrrillfls ftx}lll tllc people

is 10 l)crsufl(ic tllc people to (Icfcnd tllcmsclvcs, Aflililia-type Iocnl

(Icfclwc units help in tl)c l)lilitnry dcfcfit of tl}c gucrrilkts. Grad-

11:111} tllcy mny replace the tcrritorin! garrison forces and free.
rcguhrs (or mol)ilc operations. “l-hey protect their conummitics,
:IIIIl)ttsh rnidcrs, and furnish intelligence aud sccllrity to mobile
(411ccs in tllc vicinity. Dut at Icmt as illqmrtnnt is tllcir political
(tltwli(m: ()!lcea stll)stalltifil tltlllll)er()f lllcilll~crs ofncollllllllnity”
cftfrtlltit violcnc conbchtlf of tl~egovcrntttcnt, they IIflvcgtme far
I(tw:lrd pcrtlmncntly brenking tl]c tic I)ctwccn dint collltllunity
:11111the g~lcrrillm.

“1’IIc third tmk ill the con(luct of cotltlterg~terrill:l operations
c(msists in resisting the tllre~tcned governn]ent to re-establish
social order ami its mvn nuthority. Altlwugh tl~is tmk secn]s
\tlI(Illy mmmilitnry, it ill fnct nttncks the underlying discrmtcnt
IIl:lt sltst~ins violcncc. Ncitl]cr econolllic nid from tl}c Unitctf
St:llcs ll(jr(l(~lllcstic ntltlloritnriollisfll is XII ndcqllntc finswcr to this
l) H)l)lcIIi. “1’IIc govcrnli)cnt ill (]ucstion Il)tlst odlllinistcr reform
ciTcctivcly and honestly but witlm(lt scctning to I)e simply re-

sl)on(ting to tllc progr~lll of the gttcrrillns. Moreover, despite
[vtr:lin (J)vimw short-run (Iisn(lvantngcs, tllc g(wcrnl])cnt will
plII!I:lldy gnin in IIIC long run if it pcrt!lits more rntlicr thm less
I)oi:(:cfil nctivity—illcltl(lit}g criticism of the g(wcrnll]cnt. Such
nc.tlt’lly givcs{liscol]tclltc( l[>crsollsa” choice (Nhcr tll;ln supporting
citltcr the govcrnntcnt or tl)c gucrrill:w, :]lld it 1(CC1Wdiscontent

:il)ovc ground, where the go\’crnnlctlt can Ilwwurc 311(I nllcviatc it.

I’crhnps SUCI] a reform I)rogrmll sotttl(ls ii)lpossil)ly idcnlistic,

1)111itspkmksnrcl)nscd (m tllc Dritish nccoll~~)lisl~ttlcllt ill Malaya.
I:f)r tlu~scwllo still doul}t tlmt Imic rcforlll :111(1gtlcrrilla wmrfnrc
:Irc conncctcd, there is the exnlnplc of the Intc l{olll(m IWtgsaysay,
\\lIII CI(ISIICCItllc 1 Ink rcbclli(m as IIIUCII tvi~h rc(orlll as with
tic: Il)(IIIs. “]’IIc Unitccl !jtntes lllustof course (Iccidc whedlcr it is

[c:I(I}’ to interfere in the political affnirs am{ even ill tile 2dnlinis-

tt:lti(}ll of ~vcnk and often irrotionnl fricllds, :11!(I help tl~clw-——

foruc thclll if ncccss:lf-y-to carry (;(it tllc IICC(IC(I [)[-ogr:l[]l. At the
S:IIIWIilltc, tllc Ullitc(l Stntcs ilsclf 111(IW I)c clmr 011 \\lt:lt kil)(ls of

Icf.I)rIll it Ivill support, anti \\fllnt kin(ls nrc too” r:l(lic:ll to I)c COIII-
lwlil~lc \\itl} its ow’11ol)jcctivcs ami polilictl sitllotion.



“l-l\crc is little Il{)l)c tllar, in plxcc of rcf{)llll, Il}c (Illi[cfl Sl:t[c\
cfln sill)ply pcrsundc lIIC people of n g~lcllill:l-illfcstccl stntc 1{)
chntlgc tllcir minds. I;or years Frcncll :Ir[IIy [tfIit.ct-s, \\l\olw~c
I)CC[)IIICthe leading theorists of “rcvol(lti[)ll:l~jr \\:ltf:lrc,” ])crsistc{l
in ignoring the simple fact tlmt most Algcri:ll) Aloslcills ~t,ct-c not

itltcrcstcd in hccomil)~ psrt of :] grcnter I:rCIl Ull t):]tit)n. ‘I”l)c i(lc:l.
[hat the I]linds of illilcr;ltc, ccon(mlically l); Icl{\\ nr(l ])c()])Ic c:III

I)c l)l~nipulntcd over :] ~iidc ntngc of {Icsilcs is })rol):ll)l\I f~roflg.
In ally cltsc, we do m)t have tllc tilllc to try il. Il]stc:l(l, Il)c Ullilctl
Stotcs Illust accept tllc fact thot rcnl gri;\:tlltcs, I)ro(lllcillg rml
dcll)nnds, proviclc tl){)st of the i[llf)ctus for gllcriill:l \\:Ir, :Ii}(l It c

Iltust prc[)nrc to nlcct or ot least undcrc(lt tll(w (Iclll;lrlds.

It \vould bc false t{) collcludc this discw+i{)l) of” ~(tcrl-ill:~ \\’;\r-

f;lrc 011 ~n optimistic I)t)tc. Gucrriilm [) ICSCIII :1 (lilIictllt :111(I :111

expensive problem for Al]lcrican ]llilitary polic}. 11111(I}c (il-st stcl)

in solving the prohlctll is to undcrsta[d it. ‘1’l;c SCCOI1(lsIcI) is to
I)mc action on that Ill)(lcrstnndillg, CVCI) J\l)cII IIII,IIICIl(:liJ’ l)rcs-

surcs nrguc otherwise. ‘1’llc greatest d~ngcr ill (Ic:llillg \\i[ll glIcI--

rillas is oversimplif lcntion;” the scc(md grc:ltcst is illlp;llicllcc.
Apprwschcs to the prol)lcln that unduly stress ci(llcr [tlilit:lt-} or
Ilf)l)lllilitflrv action nrc tllc worst kinds of (),\,rlsillll)l ilic:liii)il,
tllotlgll cficli llmy SCCIIItclllpting whcll OIICIl:lt l(~~tl):llicnuc I! ill)
n ]II(IIC C(IIII[)ICX :]])l)tonch. Only I)y c(J1151:IIIIII rc(:lllitlg lIIC

ftll)d:llllcll[:ll strtlcturc of gucrri~lq illovct])cllls, ~ill(l 1)~ (f)lltirl-
uollsl\- })utting u’ll:lt IIlay sccll] Iikc fine tllcolcti[,:ll (li\lill(.litlrls

il)to prncticc, can tl]c il}tlic:ltc but csscllti:ll c(){)I (Iil]:llioll of I)~)lili -

Ml :In<l Inilitary flctio[l I)c Ilmintnincd to\\:lr(l Itltillullc SIICCCSS.





GuerrillaWarfme

in UnderclevelopeclAreas

W. W. Rosrow

[[ (Iocs Ilot rrxl~~ireimlclt il}):lgil);}tion to u))dcrsrami why Prcsi-
{Ic’llt I<rmc(ly 112s takct~ tlw prol)lell) of guerrilla \varfare scri-

()(l~ly. \Vl)cn tl)is A(ll])il]istr:ltiol] cal]w to rq)(msil)ility, it faced

(()\II: I}laj{)r crises: C\Il)a, tl)e <l)]lgo, I ,aos, zn(l Vietnnm, Each

rcl)rcwnrc(l n s(icccssf~ll G)n)ll)lll)ist l)reacl)illg4)vcr tl)c previous

t~~,() years-of tlw Colcl War truce lines \vllicl) 11:1({cllwrged from
\Vor”l(l \Vat’ 11 and its ~l_tCll))iltll. 111 (lif~ertmt ways, eacl~ had

;Iriscll frou) the efforts of the iIltCrlliltiollal Conm)unist IIwvemmlt
10 rxl)loit tllc inhcrellt inst:]l)ilities of tllc llIIclerLievclI)l>c(l areas of
il}c l}ol}-C,ol])l}~lltlist” lvolld, ml(l CilCll Il;ld 2 gtlelrill:l-Jv; lrfnre
L’olll )ollcllt.I

( ;III):l, of course, (Iiffcred Frolll tl)c (]thcr cwies. “l-he G]bml

r(f’ollltiol]” ;Ig:linst Ihltis(:l was :1lItw;l(l-lImic(l II;l(i(lll[ll ins(lrrerxi(m.
II(I( Ill:]t rcv{)lutiol} was {r:lgiualty c:ll)lurc[l froll) within I)y tlw
( i)lllll)unist :I})l)arxtlls, :Ind now 1.atill Alnetic;l f;lces tl)e danger
of ( hll):l’s I)cillg USC(I as tlw I);ISC for tr;lining, supply, find direc-
lit]ll t)f guerrilla \vOrf;lrc in tllc Iwtllispllcrc.

Illt)rc [Iulll IIult, hir. l<llnlsllclwv, ill Ilis rrq)orl to tlw illosciI\t,
(IIIIICrCtIC.C{)f (Dolllll)ul~is{ Pill-tics (I)tli)lisllcd JaIiII;l I-y 6, IMI ),
11:1(1c,sf)l:lincd :lt grcnt Icllgtll rllat the (h)ltll~l(lnists f{llly support
1111:11IIC c:IIIuI \\,ars of I):lti{)nnl Iil)cr:ltioll :In[l would llmrcll in
t IIC IIol}t tr:lnk \\itll tl)c ])cf)plcs \iagillg SUCIIstruggle+. l-he nlili-
t:II\ :)rlll {)f I\It-. l<hr~isllclwv’s Janunry, I96 I, dt)ctrine is, clenrly,
glterl-ill:l \\’:lrffirc,

I:itccd with these four crises, pressing ill (m the Presicierlt froru
(1:1}~t{) (lily, 011(1faced with tl)c cm)dicily stated f)osition of Mr.



KIIIUSIKIICV, \\’c Il:lvc, il)(lceti, I)cgtl[) to t:lkc [I)c prolllclli 0(
gucrriil:l wnrfarc sc riousl\.

‘1-() ~lll{ic15t:l[)(i Ihl$ I)loi)h, lN)\vc\er, OI]C u)usr I)cgil] ltitl) tlw
grcot Ie\ol(lli,)ll:lly I)rocc w tll~t is ~oillg fi)l-\v:lrd in II)c so(illlern
l)illf of Il)c \\Jorl{l, for IIIC g~lcrill,l-)f;llfilrc prol)lclll ii) tllcsc
regiotls is n ptx)ducl of tll:l! revoltlliol)ary I)nwess and tile Colll-
Inunist clfort :lnd il~tci~t t,, exploit it.

~~[mt is Il:]pl)cf]ing t}ll (Jll~h(Jllt [ .atill :~mel”ic:l, Afric;l, t])c’
Alitl,llc l;;]s(, ;III(I :\si:l is IIlis: 01(1 socictics nrc ch:ltlgitlg their

w’;lys it] order to (rc;ltc :IIICI It)aint;lil) ;1 n:ltiollal pcrsou:llit~ 011

IIw \\rorl(i 5(CIIC nntl to l)rill~ to their peoples the I)ellcfits Jllodettl

tccl)l]olog~’” {.:til oiler. ‘I’l, is ptx)ccss is truly rcvollltion:lry.” It

tollcl)cs c\Icry aspcl:t of 1111.trnditiotli~l Ii fc—cconoll]i(:,” soci; ll, :111(!

politicol. ‘I’l;c il]lro(lllctioll” of I))OCIUIII tccl)llology” l)rings ill)otll
tl{)t Il]crcly IICIV IIICI IIOLIS (, I pt’oducliot)” l)tlL a ne\v style of fonlil}
Iifc, t)cft lil]l(s I)cl\i (cl] (I), vill:]gcs :l!]d tllc cities, the I)cgil)nil)is

of Ililtion:il ])oli tics, :Intl ii IIC\\I Icl:tliollsl)i]) to tllc \\rorld ()(l[si(lc.

I.il(e nll rc\’olliti(llls, lIIc rcvolttlion” of ttloderniz.iltiol)” is {list tlrl)-

il)g. ltl(li\i(lil; ll ltlcl) :Ire 101 1] l)ct\\’ccl] tl]c conllnit]nctlt to tl)c old,

f:li)liliar \v;Iy of Iifc at]({ tl,c :Ittr:lctit)ns of a lllodcrn \\:ly of life.

‘1’l]c po\\Jcr (If III(I so(:i; ll grolll)s- ])ot:ll)ly tllc laIl(llor(l, \\JllI)

Wall)’ (Iol]lill:ttm II)c ti ,I[litionill socicly-is redllccd. I)~)\vcr
Im)\’cs t~)w:lrd rl)~)w \\Ill[)cotlm);lll(l the I(IOIS of [llodert~ rccl I-



IIw f~tII(l:\IIIcI)t:Ilst)ci:ll l)rt)l)lcll]s inl~critc(l fr{)lll tllc Ir:l(liti{)n:ll

\()(icl} :Itc sOIVC(I Illcir clcIIlcc\ l!) \c’i7c [M)\tcr (Icclitlc.

II is 01] Illc \tcxl<csl tl:ltiolls, f:luitl[: tllcir Ittosl (Iifiiu[llt tr:lnsi-

[ioll:ll nlot]lct)ts, that tltc G)ltlllltlllists collcctl(tntc tllcir nttctltion.

‘I”llc)’ :lt’c tllc sc:l\’cl!gcrs of tllc Il)()[lcrlliy,;tti()tl process. -Shcy

Iwlicvc (11:1( the tcclll\i(l\lcs of l)olitic:ll ccl\lt31i7,:ltioll {lll(lcr (lic-

l;llorinl cotltrol-:111(1” tllc l)rojrctcd ill}:lgc of Sovicl- nl)(l cllil)csc

[ h)ll)tllllllisr ccolloltlic” l)ro~rcss-\\ill l)ctsu;l(lc Ilcsit:lnt IIICI1, fncc(l

I)\. grcnt tr:ll)sitioll:ll I)rol)lct])s, tll:lt tltc G)llllllllllist nlo(lcl sl]ould

l): 3( IOI)[C(I for tllo(lcllli7,:]tiol\,” CVCII :Ir tllc cost of sutrclldcri!]g

1111111:111Iil)crty, ‘1’Iwv Iwlicvc Il\:lt tl\cv c:lI] cx~)loit cfTccti\cly tl]c

ICWIIII1lCIIIS I]llill III) ill flmtlj’ I)( IIlcsc :Irc:w :Ig:lillst colol)i:~l” twlc

:lt]\l tl~:)t tllc}, c:lI1 ;lssoci:ltc Ilwilisclvcs cflcc’lively \\’itll tl]c (Icsirc

of the cl])crg”itlg Iuttiotls for ill(lcl)ctl(lcllcc, for Statlls 011 (Ilc world
SCCIIC,211(Ifor Illfitcrinl progress.

‘I-his is 2 (orlllid:ll)lc progr:~tll, for tllc Ilistory of tl)is ccl)tur},
tc:luhcs (Is tll~t (j{)tlttll~ltlis[tl is Ilf)t rllc loIlg-r(IIl \\’nvc of the

fttttlrc tow;ltd \\hicl\ socictics ;lrc Iloturfllly (lr:I\III. nut, (m tllc
colltrnry, it is (IIIC I)nlticul:lr fort)l (If lII(KlCrII s{)cicly to ~vl]icll
:1 n:ltioll Ilt:ly f:Ill prc}~ (I(trirlg tllc trfinsiti(~ll:ll I)roccss. COIIIIIIU-
llistll is I)cst tllltlcrst{~(d ns n (liwrsc of tl]c tr:lllsitioll to tu(]dcrtli7,;l-

tion.

W71\fit is OIIF trcl)ly to tl~is historiml cx)nccl)tion nll(l slr;ltcgy?

lVllatis IIIC Attwli&ltl I)llrl){)sc :Itl<l tllc Alllcric:ln strntcgy? IVC,
tt){), rcc{)glli~.c tll:lt :1 rcvoltttioll~ly process is ulldcr \vily. WC nrc
(Icdicfitc{l to tllc proposition tlmt this rcvolll(ionory ptx)ccss of
Il)()[lcrlliz:lti{)lt sI1:JII I)c l)crtllit[c(l ti) go (or~l”:lr(l in ill(lcpcn(lct)cc,

t\itl~ incrcnsiug {Icgrccs 0( I}(lllmll frccdol]). \Vc SCCICtw{) results:
first, tlutt trllly ill(lcpcl)dci~t tl:ltil)lri sl)nll cll]crgc {m tl]c ivort(l
scclw; nlltl, sccofl{l, tll:lt cncll II;ltit)li \till I)c I)crl}littcd to fosllion,
f)llt of its ()\\IlC-III(IIICnll(l ils f)\\fl :Illll)iti[)tls, [Ilc kitld of Illo(lcrt)
sf)cict\~ it \\nt)ts. “1’hc WI)W rcligio~ls :111(1 l)l)ilfvx)l)llirxl beliefs
i~llicl~ dccrcc tlwt JVC rcq)cct tl\c ul]i(ltml}css of each il)divi(lual
tlt:ll{c it Il:ltllr:ll th:lt wc respect tlw ttlli{]~lcllcw of COCI1I)oti{)i)fll
s~)cicty. Alorcolcr,” wc Altlctic:llls :It-c cl)l)ii(lcllt [I]at, if the ill(lc-
])cI)(lcIlcc of this })tx)ccss Cfltl I)c II):titl[:lillcd ()\cr tllc c(tlltiilg ycnrs

mI(I [Iccn(lcs, tllcsc socictics \\’ill cII()()sc tllcir (IIt’11version of wlutt
!!c 1~’(mtdrcc[)gni7.c :IS a (lclllOcw[ic, (JI)CII society.
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“Ihesc arc ()(Ir colillllitlllcllts of pf)li{t’ :111(1 (JI f:litll “1II(
(Jllitcd States I1:N110 interest ill I)oli(ic:ll wt~llit{<. \\rll(IC \\( lI:l\,

Illilitary pacts, \\c Ilfivc then} I)ccfitlsc gI)\cI IIiIICIIl; feel {Iilv[l l\
cndnngerecl by o(ltsi(lc nlilitnry nctioll :111(1\I (. ;Irc II IC[):IIC(I II)

help protect their illdcpcncicnm :lgainstc S(l<il Illilil:lr? :IU[ ion. 11(11,

to Ilsc Mao -rSc-tullg’s famous phl”mc, f\c (lo 1){)1 SC(’I( 11:1111111’

\\’l)icll “lean to (IIIC side. “ Wc sccl( l)fltio{ls \\llitll \\ill SI:III(I III)

sttnight. And ~~c (lo so for n rcmon: IICV:lIIW ![c :IIC (l(:c~~lj (~)11

fi(lcut tlmt nntior}s which stotlcl lip stmi{!llt \\ill ])rolc([ Ill(it
independence nll~l II)ovc in tllcir ()\vIl ~~.;l~s :111(1ill I Ilrir ()\\II I illl(

toward human frcc(lol]) 211d I)(]litic:ll [ICIII(I(I :Ic\.

“I-bus our ccntl-:ll t:wk in t’llc (III(lcI(lc\cl~)l)c~l :1I-c:ls, :Is \\’c ‘l((,

it, is to protect (I)c il~dcpclldcncc of (I]c lcl,(~l~lli[}ll:ll\. l)lo(c~i
I1[)w going foru’:lrd, This is our Inissiot], :111(Iii is ()\Ir Illtilll:llc
Stl”c[lgtll. For this is not-nnd cnnnot I)c---tllc i))is\io]) {)( (:olII-

Il](lllislll. And in tit)lc, tl~rough tllc fog of ])rolx\g:lI)Cl:I :1!](I Il]c

lu)ncst confusiwls of Hlcn urught up it) lIIc I)ltsillcss of ;}l:ll{ily
nc~v nations, this fun[l:lll)cntril diffcrcncc \\”ill lIcc~)I)lc itlcrc:lsillgl\”

clcfir in tl)e soutllcr[l h:llf of tllc \vorl(l. ‘I”llc All)cric:lll il)tcrcsl

\\,ill ~Jc served if (ItIr clliidrcn Iivc in qtl cllvilo!ll]lcllt of s(lol)~:,

mscrtivc, indcpcll(lctlt nntions, cnpal)lc, I)cc:ltltc tllc\~ :Irc stroll~:,
of resuming collective rcspbnsil)ility for [IIC I)c:lcc,

I’llc diffusion of ])OIvcr is tllc I):lsis for frccIl~IIII t~’itllill ()(lr 0111]
sf)cicty, nnd IVC I):lvc no rcm(m to fc:lr it oil Illc fi{)rl<l SUUIIC.[i{ll
this outcmnc wollld I)c :1 defeat for C{)llllllllllislll—tl{)t for It[)wi:l
M n national state, I)llt for Cotllln{lnisl)). I)ci})ilc :111tllc (~{)iIIIllIl-
tlist tfllk of aiding [llot’cl)~c[)ts of n:ltion:lt ill<lcl)ctldcllcc, (llc~ :llc
(Irivcn in the CI1{I, I)y tllc nature of tllcir s~’s[ctl), to vi~)l:llc Illc
in(lcpc]l(lcncc of t):l_tions. l)cspitc all tllc (h)tll[t)lltlisr [:]11( ()(

Anlcricnn inlpcri:lli,.11), if c nrc conllllittc(l, lJ\ ll]c ll:lt~lrc {)( [~(Ir

S} ’slcl l), 1[) Supp(ll’1 111( ln(tsc of tl:ltioll;ll it}(l(l)(ll(lrll[.c, 111(I 111(

ttwtll ~vilt cut.
‘llc victory u c ~c(l: \\ill scc no (icl<cl-t:ll)c lmr:l(lc\ (lII\{ [l

l]l”OMl\\”:ly, u() cli[ll:lcti~ I):lt[lcs, Ii{) grc:{t :\l)](li(:]l} t(lcl)l:l(i{)ll~

of victory. It is :1 \ictor?” tllmt I\ill tnkc ttl:ll)i J(:Il\ :111(I ~l(x:I~l~~

of lmrd \\forlc fiIl(l (Ic(liatioll-t)y 111211vl)c I)l)lcs --((I I)ti[lg :1111)111.

‘1’llis ~\ill m)t bc n victory of tl’lc Utli(c(l SI:IIc~ ~,!-cr IIIC S~t~itt
Uni(m. It will not I)c n victory of cnpit:llislll t,~cr so[i:ili~lll. It ii ill



I)c :1 victory of IIlcn :111(1n:lti[)ns thnt :Iilll to st;lll(l ~lp str;ligllt, over

(1w [orccs tlmr \\’isll to clltrnl) :~il(l t(] c~})loit IIlcir rc\ollltiol)ory

:Ispitmtiom of Illo(lcltlizatioll.” \Vlt:\t tl)is victory involves, in the

ctl(l, is tl}c mscrti(m I)y ll:ltions of tlwir rigl]t to il)(lcpclldcncc fln(l

I)y ttIcll fln(l J1,OIIICI1 (jf tlwir tight to frccdol]l :1s they \tmlct3tand

it. AIld wc ~lcc~}ly I)clicvc this ~,ict{)rv t\ill coll)c-on” I)otll si(lcs

of tlw Iron Gtrutin.

If Atllcric~lls (h) llt,t seek vict{)t}, ill [I]c t]sll~l scn.sc, ]vl)nt do

\\c SCCI(? Whnt is tl!c n:lti(nl; ll itllcr~st of the tJ[litc(l Stfltcs? Why

do wc Alltcric:llls cxl)c[td our trc:~s{lt-c :Illtl WSIIIIIC [hc risks of
Iw)(lcrn wnr in this glol):tl strtlgglc? I;or Atlwric:llvi tllc rcivnrd
t)f victt)ry \\,ill I)c, silul)ly, this: It \\ill pcnltit Americnn st)cicty
to colltinilc to devch)p fllr)tlg the oltl Ilul]lnl)c Iincs which go IMC1{
tt) (mr I)irtll m n nntitm, nnd Tvhicll rcncll dcc~]ct into history tlmn
Ill:lt-—l)acl< to tltc Klc{litcrrnllcnll roots” of \Vcstcrll Iifc. WC nrc
sft{tggli!)g to Illnitlt;lin fin cnvir~)l)lllcllt 011 tllc lt,ol-ld sccnc that
ii,ill I)cltllit ottr (}pctl s{)cictv to sltrvi!,c on{l t~) fh)urisll.

I’,} tll:!kc lllis visif)l~ Col;lc trlw 1)1:1(.csa ~rc:lt I)tlr(lcll {m the
[Jl}itcd St:ltcs nt this I)llmc of Ilist{)rt’. “1’l}r I)rcscrvn[ifm [)( illtlc-
pcmlcncc 1!:1s Ill:l!l}’ ~lilllcl!si!)l)s.

“1’lw Ullitc{l St:lt& 1]:1stllc l)ritt):lr~ rml)t)llsil)ili[}’ for (Ictcrril)g
IIIC (l)lllll)tlllists (rt)tlt ttsillg tl~lulc:lt ~jc:ll)ollf ill Illc l)~trsttit of

rllcir :Illll)iti{)lw “1’hc Utlitc(l S[:ltcs 11:1s:1 Itullf)r rcspollsil)ility for
[Ictcrlitlg tllc I{illll f)f of.crt aggrcssil)ll i~itll ct)nl’cntif)n~l forces
tit:lt !~as Inulwllc(i ill Ju!lc, 1950, iil l{{)rc:~.

‘1’IIc United St:ltcs 113sthe I)rilllorv t-csl)ollsil)ility for nssisting
tllc ccom)l)lics of tll{)sc hntxl-prcssctl st:ltcs {)1) tllc pcri])llcry of
(Ilc (l)tl)lllllilist I)loc, Itl)(lcr :tcvltc ll)ilil:lr\’ or (Itl:lsi-[llili tnry prcs-

$111(’ \tllicll tllc~’ u:lllm)t I)c:tr frolll Illcir ()\\Il rcsoul-c&; for
Cwllqdc, Sf)utll”l<{)rcn, irictll:)ll), “1’:liJt:lll, I’:ll{ist:ln, lntn. “1’llc
I-Illitcd St:ltcs Ims n s~)ccinl rcsl)t)llsil)ilit\ of Ico(lc t-ship ill l)ri[lg-
illg l)ot tllcrcly its I)\III rcsourccs I)llt IltL. rcsf)[irccs of :111tllc free
t~”{)rhlto l)cnr-ill fii[ling tllc Iottg-r(lll (Ic!clfy}llwtlt <)( tllosc nntit)ns
~~llicll flrc serious nl)out lm)(lcl-lli7.itlg IIlcir ccoIl[)tIIV ~Ild their
st)ci;~l Iifc. And, m Prcsi(lcnt KcIlnc[l J. II;IS lll~(lc clcnr, hc regards

110 Ptx)gr:lln of Ilis n[l[)litlistl”ntiotl as II]Ot-c illll){)mnllt tlurn I)is pro-
gl”:lll) for I(mg-tcrl]l ccxttlolllic (lc\clol)lllcnt, (Irntl]ntizc(l, for

cwrmplc, by the Alliance for Ptx)grcss, i!} l,atin Alnericfi. lnde-
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pc[ltlence cannot bc lnaintainccl by milit:lry Illc:lsutcs alotlr.
Nlt)dcrn societies In(lst be built, and wc nrc l)rq):llctl t,) Ilcll) I)tlil(l

tllclll.

Finally, the Unitcci States hasn role toplo}” ill ic:]llli[]g to (Icier
tl}c outbreakof guerrilla warfare, if possil)lc:, :11](1to LIml [\i(ll it,

i f necessary.

It is, of course, ol)vious tlmt tllc ])rilll:lr)’ rcsl)ollsil)ililj ~t)l
{Icalillg with guerrilln warfare in tile ttI]tlcI{lc\.clIIl)cfl :11c:l~ ~111

not IIC Anlerican. “1’llcsc stre IIIflIl~ ways ill \\lli(.1)~~,cC:III II(II)

:111(1\\~enre searchil]g our minds find mlr ill};l[~ill:ltiolls, to Ic:IIII
I)cttcr how to help; I)ut a gucrrilln wnr llltlst Iw fo(lgl~r pril]l;lt il}
1~}~thmc on the spot. This is so for a quite I):lrticltl:lr rcmx)tl. i

g;lcrrilln \varisnn illtilllnte affair, fc)tlgllt tl()tlllclcl~ \vitll ~tc:ll)olls
l)~lt fought in the n~incis of the Inen who li\,c ill ~l~c vill:lgcs :1!](I

in the Ilills, fought I)y the spirit snd policy of IIN)SC lJII() r~lll tlw

Imml govcrnlnent. An outsicietmnnot, by-hill) self, i,ill o g~lctrill:l
]vnr. lie cnu help create conditions in ~~llicll it C:II1I)C ii’{)11, :111[1
Ilc C:III dirccdy resist those preparccl to fight for Illcir ill(lcl)(tltl

CI)CC. WC are dctctvllincd to help dcstrt)y ll~is ill(clll:lli{)ll:tl (Iisr:lsv,
Ilult is, guerrilla war designed, initiated, s{ll)l)licxl, :IIitl Ic(l fuJIll

{){ltsi(lc an independctlt Ilntion.
Altlmugh as imdcr of tllc fmc world IIK [Il)i(c(l SI:IIN 11,1~

sj)cci:ll respo~sibilitics It.llicll it acccf)ts in IIlis coll)lt]{)tl vcllt[lw
of dctcrrencet it’”’is i[llportant that the WIN)ICitl(crll:l[i(][l:]l colII-

I]lunity begin to ncccpt its responsibility for {Icnling willl this
f[)rlll of aggression. It is important that tlw \I(~rld IKC(NIICclc:Ir
in lltil~d, for example, that the operation ml) fr{)lll 1 lallf)i :lg:lil)st
Victnnnl is ascertain z form of ag~rcssi(m :1s tl]c \’iolzti(m of tl]c

]~th I% MIIcI by the “North Korean nrm)ics ill Illllc, IY50.
III II}y convcrsntiolls with rcprcscntativcs of f(]rciul) [<OJIcttl-

Illcl)ts, I am somctil))cs lccturcti dmt tl]is or tll:}t g(IVCIIIIIICIIl

l\’itl)in the free worl~l is not popular; tllcy tell IIIC Ilmt- gucrrill:l
ivflrf:lrc connot be Jvon unless the peoples :lrc ~liswtislic(l. “1’llcsc
nrc, fit i)cst, Imlf-trurlw. The truth is tl)nr yllcrrilln \\:lrf:ltc,

mounted from extcrwtl bases-with rights of sallcttl:lry--is :1

tcrril)lc burden to cnrry for any govcrn[l)cllt ill :1 sf)cict}~ IIl:ll{itl!g
its way toward rnt)dcrnization. Forimtsncc,il lc(ll]ircss(jlllc\~llcl(

I)ctJ~ccn ten and tl~ct)ty soidiers to control one guctrilla ill :111



orgnnizd upcrariotl. Moreover, the guerrilla force has this a(i-
vamklgc: its tnsk is nlettly to ciestroy, while the government most
i)tlil{i, aIICiprx)tcct wlu~t it is l)tlildil\g, A gucrriil:l \\’ar muuntetf

froltl outsi(ie il transitional nation is a cru(ie act of intctmtionai

v:ll](l:llisl]l. ‘1’i)cw \\fill l)c no l)Cil CC it) tlw worl(i if tlw intcmati(mal
col})llmt~ity accepts the (mtcollw of ;I guerrilla war, Im)unteci
(1-1)11)()(ltsicic a natiol], as tnnt:lllmullt to o frceekxtion.

‘1’iw sen(iing of IIICI1 nnci :IIVIIS across illternnti(mal imun(iaries
:11111the (iircc!i(m of gll Crl.illil lv:lr ftx)ll) otltsi(ic it s(wcrcigll nation

is :\~grcssi(m; :ln(l ti)is is n fnct \vl]icll the whole intcrlmti(mnl
colni]lltnity nlmt confront” anti \vi]ose consequent resp(msibilities

it tl)ltst nccept. tVilhout such international action those against

\vlN)III :Iggression is illo~lntc(i wili I)c (Irivcn illcvitnl)ty to seek
out :IIId cIIgagc tlw t~ltiil):ltc s~)urt-c of tile aggression tiwy con-
fl”ollt.

III facing tllc i)rol)lem of guerriila war, i ilavc one observation
to IIMIkCw n I]isturi;ul. it is IIo\v fasi}ionni)tc to remi the learned
ilforks of Aim) ‘i”sc-tung anti C%e (Jtlevnra on guerrilla wnrfare.
‘1’his is, indcc(i, pr(q)cr. One slwul{i rca(i with cnrc fimi without

p:v+ion il)to tllc Il)inlis of one’s cnclnics. But it is Ilisto[itxtily in-
:lCC(lriltC antipsychologically tinngcrous to tilini( that tilese men
crc:trcd tile strmtegy md tactics of gmrrilln war to wi]ich we are
I1ON” rq)on(iing. G(tcrriiia warf:lre is not a for]]) of IIlilitary mci
])s~l.l!ologic:ll” tlqic {.rc:ltc(i I)y IIIC (Dotllll]llllisrs. ‘1’iwrc is m)

tltll! or j)nrnl)ic ill tl)c [Jollllllunist Iexts tllilt \v:ls not I(llown at an

c:lrlicr tin)e ill history. ‘i-lleopwation uf hlariun’sn~cn in reiation
[() tl)c Ihttic of G)u’pms in tile A!]]crican i<cw)iuti(m was, for
CXOlllillC,~()\~C1’llCli I)v rules tl}ilt Alilo lllCICl~ CCIIOCS, ~llC GllCVflt’a
knows nothing of ti)is t)tisiness that T. 11. 1,’a\vrence tii(i not know
(Ir that wxli n(It i)mctiuxi, fur example, ill the Peninsuinr cml-

iwligll (iur-illg tl)c Napoleonic” lVnrs, a century eariier. The orciws-
(r:lti[)ll of i)rofcssiolutl” troops, lnilitia, anti guerriila figi)ters is an
01(1 g;lmc, wht)sc rules cm I)c stll(licd anti Icarncd.

Aly point is that wc are up ngainst a form of warfare tilat is
i)owerfut all(i eficctivc oniy wi]cn we [io not put our tnincis
clearly to work on how to (ieal \4~itll it. 1, for one, i)elieve that
with purposeful efforts most nations wilici] migi]t now be susccp-
tii)le to guerriiia warfare cou]ci han(iie their i)otder areas in ways



wl)icl) \\Joul(l mxkc llwn] vcr\’ un:l[tt-nctive to tl)c ir)i(i;](ion of

this ugly g;llne. Wc (’:111 Ic:lrli to ptwcnt tl)e e[llclgcncc ()( tllc

f:lllloll\ ~c;~ ill \\l]icl~ }, 1:]() ‘1’sc-litllg tnugl}t I]is IIICII [i) s\\iill. “1’llis

rtxl(tircs, [)f course, Il[)t ll)crcly :1 l)ropcr Illilit;lr?r I)rl)gr:llll of
dclctvcllcc I)llt pr[)gmllr+ of \’ill:lgc dc\~clopl]]ci}t, colll[llll[lic:ltit)lls,

21}(1 il)~l{)ctrill:lt-iol~, “1’IIc I)cst \\:I\’ to light [l g(lurl-ill:) \\;Ir i\ 10

prcvcllt it ft-ol]l I)xppcnitlg. .A[ld ‘tl)is can be (I OIIC.

Sil)lil:lrly, I an] cx)I)fidcnt tlhlt Ivc C:III dc:Il ~},itl) (IIC I(ill[l (I(

(Jlx,r:lliol) II(JtV lII)Llcr I\I:Iy ill \rictn:llll. It is :111cxtrcll)rl}, (l: IIlgc I.-

OIIS ol)cr:lrion, ” :]nd it u{)(II(I [)\,cr\\l\clll) [Jietn:ll]l if tllc f;ictll:lll)csc

—;\i(lc(l l)}’ tl]c free J1orld-tlo” Ilot tle:ll \\’itll it. 1111~il ii :111uli-

SIII)IIC ol)cratiou, ” l)}’ [Ilc 1)()(~1{, I] fiscal nlore on llltir(icr tl):lll t)n

politic:ll or lJ~\dl[)i(l ic:ll :IlywI1.
IVl]ctl (l)llll])lll)ists spc:l]; ()( \\:lrs of l);l(ioll:ll Iil)cmli(,l) :It)d of

IIjcir s(lppol-~ for “l)r,Jgrcssi\c forces,’” 1 tllil]li ()( [Ilc syslclllitlic

progr;]l]] of ;lssassi[ul~ion n(J\\ going for\v:)r{i in \\l)icll “Il]e l)rilh

cipnl \’ictill)s :lre tl]c Ilcnlth, ;Igriculllirc , nnd cxlucnliol) (){iiccrs it)

J’ictmltl)cse \illagcs. ‘1’hc I’ict G)I\g are ,not [ryillg [() ])crs(l:l<lc

the ])cmflrlts of i’ictn,t[]] tllar G)]]]l)lunislll is goo(l;” Il)cy :Irc try-

ing to I)crsua(lc tllcl]] thflt tllcir lives ore insccurc IIt)lcss tl)cy

coopcr;~te” \\itl) tl~cllt \Vitll rcsol(ltioll” and coll!idcncc 01) :111sides,

;ln(l \\itl] the assull)llti(m of illtcrn;]tionnl rcsp(msil)ility for rllc

frol)ricr prol)lcln, [ l,clic\,e \\c arc going to I)ring this tl]rcot to

(IIC ill(lcl)cl)(lcncc ()( \Tictll:ll]\ IIi)(lcr c[)l)trol.

AIv \’ic\v is, tlwll, Ilmt \\c ._x)l]frollt ill gucrrill:l tf:lr~:lrc ill (I)c

t)ll(lcr(Ic\’c lol)c(l :IrCLI, ;1 systci)latic nttclllpt t)y the (“l]llljl)(ll)ists (I)

ini])osc ;1 scrio~[s (Iisc;uw oil tl)osc societies attcl)ll)li[]g tllc tr:lnsi-

ti(m to ]Ilo(lcrl]iy,;]ti(ll]. ‘1’his:lltclllpt is;l prcscllt (I:lligcr il] SI)\tll I-

csst Asi:]. It could (Illicl(!y I)ccOI]]C o Ilmjor (I:lnger in Afric:~ ;~nd

I.:ltil] Alllcrica. It i:, our” tnsk to prevent tlmt (Iisc;]w, if possil)lc,

and to elilllinntc it \llwre it is inlposed.

I[vcry Anlcric:l[l \lKJulcf [)c :l\!’~lrc of the nlilitor}’ :111(1tlw crc:l-

tiVC dilllCl)$i(JllSof IIIC Job. ‘1’l)ow \\itll \\lNIIII I luiic [Ilc })ri\ilugc

of \\orl(illg :)rc dc(ii L”:ited to tl]:lt ll)issioll \\’itl) ever\! rcw)llrcc of

Il]illd :111(1sl)irit nt ()~lr cOIIIII):III(I.
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WINNING IN THE MOUNrIIAINS–

GREECE

~-lll. .AN’I’I-!]ANI)I’I’ !!’,41{ Colonel J. (.;. Murray, USM(:

Victories Ilnl’c not ({)lnc {)fru) for the free world 3S it stllllll)lcs

;Ilol]g IIIC (Iill] on{l I)crilotis lr:lcl{ of tllc gucrrill:). [V IICI1)M ill
{;rcccc, SIICI) ;I viclory is Nol), it is fortunate if (I]erc is :1 tlis-
tingllisl)cd tllilit:lry m:liyst ()(1 the scene.

Coltmcl J. (“;.Alurmy is ivittcly recognized w onc of tllc Al:lrinc
Corps’ Iltost incisive tllinl{crs :1’IIcIwriters, m well as a cOlllt):lt -

tcslc(l troop” commdndcr. lVIc Iligl)ly delll:lnrJing jol)s I]e has I)ecn

xssigt\cd testify to (hc cstccl)) in jvhich he is held.
\Vc I)clicvc ~l)ilit;}ry profcssi, )nnis will find his stutiy p:]rtic(ll;irly

l<m)\\Ic(lgc:il)lc nn(l pcnctroti [lg. -l”hc Con)lllcilts of tllc (;,lzL’//c

c~lit{)rs ill 105+, \\’lictl tl)is orticlc first :)ppcnrc(l (ill 51)lllcIvl)nt
hmgcr foul)), I)igl}ligl}t its significnncc.





The Anti-BanditWar

COLONEL J. C. MUJ{J{AY

1?1 the Con f74.ring welter of intcr7]fltio)I,71 pT{Jl)lCVlIJ-cjjg(lqijt,g / /,,
iSttentiOn of t]Je Americm public following 1i70Tld ~i~flr 11, fly,

CLI?lCCr of ex{mlsionist Soviet Co7?17jlrlltis7f7 f~7.stc71rd if.rql~ i7t 7JIm)I \

flrefl$ withOrtt Ottrilcting @rfiC1//fll. fl(!(,lltif)]l, It ~[~fl.~Y]()?,”rllltiltillb
?mdignancy rcoched otlt to tflkc con! rol ()[ Gvcccc-the I)i?tl,
place of den?ocracy-that it wo~ rlcorl,y isolated mjti Iolwlc,i ,J,
S14Cb.Oticc identified, it ntet dctcmvriJtcci rc.rist~ncc, the vc.~rllti~)q
struggle focrfsi?lg the attention of the \ICC world first 011 III(
local proble7n-then on the larger isslic.

Forced into the field of active i~rtclnotionol msistancc hy tlv
financial inability of the British to TCVIdCI{r{,+ljcr a.r.~i.rt~r]c,,to (l,
Greeks, the U.S. decided to cowe actit’cly to the sllpport of tl~,
Greeks, thus ttiking the lead in iievcloping n policy of co~](,riit
ment. The infho?nce of thispoiicy lJfls hccn uw-ld-witic, Imf it
has come into open conflict with c.rpfl~)sionist (Jo?nwn[lji.v)? i,)
only three mcm-Greecet Korea, n711i lntiochi~la.

“The Anti-l] undit War’p is the fir.rt c{}rjrljrc[~crt.ritfcn}jflly.vi>,,\
the earliest of tbcse three co77flicts.

Some of tlJc conclusions’ are rmc.vpcctc(t. 7’Iw clrcct.s of (1 ..V

assistance Were perhaps 7no+e fm-rci7chi7\,y ill the politictll, C(1I
nontic, and !]~yc}Jological field.r t}]ml ilj Stri[,tiy T)lilitary VMII(,I\.
The ntilitary liefcat of the CoTInjnl\]i.<t.rTLWS” lJasIcIIc~i hy tq:II

notable events. l’hc first was Tito’s .jplit qcith the (,’t)?rtitt[t)lIII,
which itself 7tIigbt not have I)cc71 pos.silllc Ihr(i IIf)t ,47)Ic I i( ,IJI

assistance in Greece afutred a [ric7\dly /l(711ki)tftcn(iof7PIwI7Jli,q III

have otherwise been o segvncnt of {~o~j~i]tfo~]ll(,]tc.ir(i,~tlcltt. I I,
second was the appointn?cnt of Ficl(t ,\1(1)..<[I,IIl’lvp{r,qos,1.r ( :{1111
msnder in Chief of tlJe Greek Gox~crtnncnt \orcc.s.

The ittdy of this first contact lwtwccv c.~paijsioni.rt t<fni(I
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{:07u77nwif711 flmi the policy 0[ contflilmmtt is 0[ 7110TCthm his-
toricf71 i711erest. It is of immcdimc, cmv-cnt, mIti contimfing i7;-
tcrcst. The /7roMe7ns arising [Y07)I the co7m~mv \ro7tticr with
c.rponsiovist ~onnmmi.wn arc 710t conjincd to GTcccc, where the
prcscjtt scttlc7twltt IIMy h tr,71)Jitory. ‘/’/JL’yc.yisf ,7/07/,qthe entire
2t),00()-?trile ~ronticr of the Soviet empire. At my point along this
fro71t, the pattern of conr77tftltist,,aggvcs.fiovill G~eece 7m7y flppem
Or 7’C17/)/M’flS’ill WhO/C 01’ ill /J(17V ““l”hc Al)ti-ll,lllliit iVnr” lays
hrc the omto~tjy of this ~)ottcm oII,i di~closcs the ?mgnitttde O(
IIIC cj~ort rcqftire(i to ffc/eflt it in Greccc.

10)1”1’01{s

1.

!11 Augustl 1949, ill ttv{) swift l)l{)~fs, the (;reck Gf)vcrl)lllcnt
forces, 265,000 strong, drove tllc self-styled “lktnocrntic Army,”
umsisting of Icss tll:ln 20,000 Iiglltcrs, fr(nlt the soil of Grcccc.
SIlpcrficinlly, this fll)pcnrcd to I)c I)() grcnt fc:lt of nrtlls. Illdcc(l,

it scct)lcci scnrccl~ to IIlcrit a sccol]d tho(lght snvc for the curiow
circtllllstnnce tll;;t this tx)l])pnrfitivcly snlnll force had withstoo(i
the government forces for tllrcc ycnrs. ‘1’llnt the Democratic
Arllly Iv-t(l I)ccn nl)lc to do tltis, and. itl so doing, I)nd prevented

the cstnl)lislltncl}t of conditions” fnvotxrl)lc to tl~c rcc(mstruction of

G reccc, warrants serious study in its proper context. The prob-
ICIIIS arising from the common frollticr ivith Comnmnisln exist
today in lntn, Jlurllln, anti lndochint m well m in Korea, and the
pttcrn t)f Conltnunist figgrcssiofl in Grcccc, m distinct frolll
thnt employed in Korea, my nppcnr clsc~t’here in whole or in
pnrt.

\Vhnt fnctors present whcll tl~c govctlltllcnt nchicvcd its easy
victories ill l~itsi :lnd Grnllll))os ill I(M9 \\crc llr)t present when

tllc gucrrillns undertook operfitions il) 1946? LVhat factors present
(r(ill] 1946to 19481 \ncialtcrc[ll)}~ 1949, an(l illwlmtrcspcct? Had
cluttlging circull)stnnccs nltcrcd the significoncc of constant fnc-

tors in the sittmtion? In snort, \vllnt ucrc tllc fnctors tlmt lcd to
tllc dcfent of Conn]lutlist aggression in Grcccc in August 1949?

l; f)rtllc nwst pnrt, nns~vers to these qtlcstions arc to bc found
in events in Crccce during the ycors 19LW-49. However, the
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events of tlutt period have their roots il) tl)c Gcrll]~l\-l[~li:ll)

Bulgarian occupnti(mnnd in the lil)crn[ioll. “1’llcll too,” ll:l})l)cl]ill~!,

in Yugoslavia, Albania, and Bulgaria hn(l rcpcrcussiom ill Grcccc.
in addition, Grcccc wns near the vortex of tl]c (:(11(1\l’:It I)(,liti(,

of the great potvcrs, and its affxirs ~~crc ill(l[tcllcc(l tllcrcl)}. I(I :1

greater extent perhaps thnn those <,( :llIY ,)tllcr Il:l[i{)[l, ‘1’lltl,
reference must I)c made to trends nll{l CJICIIISi~llicll Iic f)llt~i(lc
the strict geographical md chronological! Iil)lits of [IIC :It][i-l):lll[{il

war. Moreover, although this stuciy {Ir:lls pritll(lril~’ t~itl) [IIC
lllilitary aspects of the war ngainst tllc g(lcrrill:w, ])oliti(,:ll :11]11

economic comidctntions inevitably intr(l(lc,
With the signingof the Varkisa ngrcclllcl~t, ill I~clJriinly, i’)t$,

defeat was acknowledged by ELAS, tl]c field ft]rcc of tllc.(ljlll.
t]]tlllist-dotnillatccl National Libcrntion l~l~)llt, t\llicl) Il:}d g;ltllcrc(l
strength by monopolizing the cause of tcsist:}llcc to tllc OCCIIl):l-
tion m-td husbnndccl it for the post~vnr S[l’llgglc f{)r Cx)lltlot [)1

Crccce. But this did not signnli7,c the C()[l]lll(lllist l%rty’s 011:111(1(111-
[Ilcnt of the struggle for power. Altlu)ugll ‘+[),()()()V“C;ll)OllS \\”cIc

s~lrrendered under the agreclncnt, tllcv !f’crc I:lrgcly lltwcrvicc-
nble. The better ivcap(ms were cached :III:Ij. for IIIC [}cxt 101111(1.
Although most of the nmnbers of ELAS rc( IIrncd to tl]cir I)(),),cs,
4,000 crossed the frontier to find sallctll:lry ~vith tllc wtcl]itc
l)eighbors..Othcrs remained in the mottnt:lirls, I)otclltial Il(lclci for
future bands. Tl~csewere hnrd-c()rc C()llllll\lllists ()lcrilllil];tls ii[l(]
could not expect to benefit by the parti:ll :llll!]cst~ fc~tllrcs of IIIC
Varkisa pact.

As the fagade of the National Libcr~tioll I;r(mr, I)cl)it](l Itllicll.
the Greek Com[llunist Party had origill~ll~, II I:IISII:IIC({ its forces,

fell away, the I%rty Iendcrs so~lgllt nc~v “c:lt:llysts. ‘I”IIC}J follll(l

tllcm in continuc[l ccononlic distress, ill tlw ill:ll)ili[~ of-l) oliti(vl”

Icndcrs to establish nn cffcctivc govcrnltlrlll, “211(1 in c~lrc IIIcs i!)

the treatment of the opposition by lligl)tisl gt-(ItI~)S.

Having previously failed to gain control” of (jrcccc It} p{)liti(:l]

nlnneuvering an(l mltright rcvolutim), IIIC (i)tl]]ll(l;lislt Il~)\\

sought to achicvc control” m n consequc[)cc of IIIC illc{lll)t)t.:lli(~ll
of Greece or parts of it in a Communist fc(lcrntioll {)f tllc Il:llliilll\,
Their purpose W:lS to facilitate the illlposifif)ll froll) ~[itllollt (t(
what they had f~ilcd to achieve from ~vitllill. “1’IICV11:1(1(MIIY to



crealc tllc vacutIIII into which cxtetvml forces, which stood wait-
ing, {x)(11(1fl[)uf.

“I’lllIs, J\lIcIltlIcl):It]{lsl )cg:III rorc-forill” f,)lh)u’ingtlw (irst post-
tl’:lr clcctiol~, Illc G)tlllllllnists Sollgl]t to prl)StriltC tllC (XX)llollly

:Itltl (Iiscrcdit tl)c go\tcrl)ll)cllt ~)rc]x)r:ltory to (heir lfltcr, but ull-

SIICCCSSIIII, clfort r{) cst;ll)lisl) a s:ltcllitc-rcct )gllizc~l “Clovcrnll)cnt
of I:rcc C;rcccc, ” or to (I13:IcII Gtwck Alnccdonia, and even p{)s-
sil)lv I;piltls and ‘1’hracc, tlltl)(lgll ailllcsalioll I)y YtlgoSlilViil,
:Illj:ttli:l,al}d IItllg:lria, respectively.

“l”hc assutnption of the initinrivc by the guerrillas tended t{)
define the ul)jectives uf the guvcrnment. These were: tu establish
:Iild ln:lintnil) conditions uf econnu]ic nnd political stability within
(;rcecc, to !iIlpprcss tllc disruptive guerrillil forces, an(i to inter-
(Iict tllc aid to thegucrrillns t4~hich began to flo\v across the north-

crll I)[)rdcrs.
(;(lcrrill:l ttnrfarc (Iislillgllisll:ll)lc fro!]] tll:lt f)f I(N2-W only

I)y its greater ferocity bcgnu m burgeon here and there during
tl~c stlllulwr of 1946. Initially it wns con filled to areas ncor the
m)rtl)ern I)urder but Right-wing extrcn)ists retaliated in kind in
tlw south, giving tl)c disotxicr o seemingly wi(iesprca{i character,
}Illiclt the Cmlln)unists, unfiiticci, cuulci uot hove accomplisilcci.
‘i’l]~ls :lttcntion Nvwdivcrte{i from the area in 1~’llicll intcrnai (iis-
t)txlcr cx)tfld Il;lve I)cetl attril)urc[i to forcigl] i(ltcr\,cllti(m, fiil(l

Ilw (~otlln)pnists won on cnrly ncivmltage in tl)eir ai)ility to cauwu-

flngc II]c \v3r m n (iomestic affnir-tile Greei( people :qylinst the

govcrnlt~ent in Athens.
.’\ltll(mghthe JTarliiSfl agreen)ent (iiti not su proll]ise, it may

IILIVCl)CCIIun(icrstowi thtt Ilritish truops were tu bc wfitllcirnwn
fn)nl (lrcccc f{)llo~l’ing the plet)iscite f)n Illc rcttlrn of IIlc King,
SCIW(IIIICII for Atlgl!st. It! vic\\~ of this, tllc (:olllll)llllists rcfrilinc(i

frolll cxrcl}(iing tllescopc of tile ciisordcr I)cfore tl~c[}. But wllcn
llritish troops rclll:lilwd lwyond that dxtc, Communist !cndcrs
Ncrc Ilnuilling to liclay h)tigcr. Gucrrilln oclivily, scri{)usly rc-

SLIIIWLI :lftcr tllc elcctiml in AliIrclI, lJM unlca~l~cli on n!) incrcmcti
scale ill Iatc Septcnll)er.

I’hc situxtion cievelopc~i slung tile lines of tl~e following sche-
luatic anti highly ratinnalizeci uutline:

“l-he campaign began with the murder uf isoiatc(i nfFiciais—



indi\’idual gendanlws or nuiyors of slnnll villages, and tllc bcatillg

an[l tl~rcotcl]i]lg of Right- \\’it]g citi~.cns (If pr-ol~lil)cl~cc. Mur(lcrs

\\crc coll)lttittc(l “for giviflg i[lf[)rll]atioil. “ l%l)li(i[y IV:IS given

t{] I)(JIII tlx event anti its C;I(IW ({) (Iiscouragc rcco~lwc ()( citim)s

II) [I)cir ofiicials. ‘1’hcsc ac,[ivitics tl}rew n I)cmvy I)lll”(lcn {)11 lIIC

gcn(l;lrl~lcry, wl~ich hod 10 cxtcn~l its p3trollillg anti llispcrsc its

f()l(.csi ll; illcff()rtt ()lll:lillt.[illp tll)licll)()r:llc in Illc:lfru(:[ c(l;lic:ls.

Attflclis on Slmlll pfittx)ls :Intl posts of tllc gcl)tl;lllllcr)’,f[)rcc(l
[[)CIII to CollS()]ill:lt G-—[() (Ic’CM!LISC [I)(! ll(llll[)C1’ of 1);111”01Sill (JI’(!CI’

to increase tl]eirstrengttl.

‘I”l]cn cfillle rnids on stI,;t 11 villages al)andollc(l I)y tlm gem

(I:lrl))cry. ‘1’heir purp)sc 1~.ts to olmtin f{)od :lnd it)tl)r{)vc I)nndir
security,

Next c:lrlle attacks on I:lrgcr gcndarn)cr)r ~ict:lci)[]terlts-–tllosc
of tl)irt~ to forty Incn. ‘I”llis cx]nfincd tlw gcn(L\rIIIcrv to tllc

I:irgcr t(-J]\rIS in tlicafieutc(l :II”c:ls. l~in:lily tllc :tri)t} !i:ls;:lllc(l ill.
‘l’Iw tactics \Isc<l:~gainst {l~c gcl~darmery were l}{)fv called illtt)

plny figai[lsr the arlny. SIII,III posts anti pntrols f~’crc :It[xcl{e{i l)}
superior f[)rccs. ‘i’i)is f~)rcc(l the :]riny to conccntratcl I)llt 1)} tl)is
tilnc tllcgtlcrl’il lns!i’ereal)le to ciircct attacks ngninsr tl)cir fn)nticr
p{)stsan(i againsr isolatcti ~::lrrisons of conlpanysi/.c.

A lltttni)cr of f~irly ~1’t:ll-cicfincci Ixl]ltiir ~rc:w IIOM”Imci I)ccn
cstablishe(i in \\rllicharl]lj forces could not nmvc (Jr [)l)cratc cx-
ccpt ill consi(icrahle strcnjfrll,

!Vitilir; tllcsc~lre2s, str()rlg l):lll(is cf)llcitlctcci sy5tclll:ltic raicisun
villages mci towns. They rcl)loved f(mci stocks :~nd :Ini[l)als anti
{ir{)ve il)l)nbitnl)rs ftx)l)) ti~cir Itotnes, soll)etirllcs ]I)urticring the
tuic{cnts of OIIC villnge I)cf{)rc watming tllc OCC(l[)i\l}t!i of others

to lcnvc. “I”hus, the gtlcrrill:w ctltl)orrasse{i the govcrnlncnt by

crc:]rillg a rcf(lficc pr(IIIlc III 31](I :\ggr;]\r3til\g (Iw f~)()(i sl~ortiigc it~

a uol]ntry :Iil”ca(ly \\~itllil) siql)t (If St:ll’Viltioll.

“i’() f(lrther isolate (Iic ‘I);lndit ;IrcM frol)l ~{)\fcrnil)ct]t in-

Iiucncc, the gucrrillos inili:ltcci the ottaci{ an(i sili)ot:lge of com-
l}}unications. E.rldcavoring to protect its own Iir}cs of con)tl)unica-
tion ;mci :~lwwcring the glowitlg political (Ielnan(i for protection”

of towns nnci pLlt)lic utili(ics furtl~er reduced the arlny’s potcntiai

for offensive operations.

The goverl)]nent forces, I)y now cngageci irl full-sca]c opera-



tiolki :Ignil}st the hnds, :Ichievecl so[nc success, but the bandits
:1~’oidcd I)cing I)tx)ught to decisive action. Tile ar-m~ frontier
I)osts Iuld I)CCI1 forcc(l to col)centr;ltc, len\~ing ltrgc strctclws of

[Ilc froflticr ull\\,:]tcl]cd. \Vl]cn gllcrrillns in the north ~vcre hard
l)rcwctl, tl]cy IIICICIY J~fitlltlrclt :lcrt)ss (IIc I)or{lcr, \tlIcrc pursuit
l~:ls :Irrcstcd by s:~tcllitc frontier gtmrcls,

Il:l!il}gtcstcd tllct)(Fcllsilcc:ll) :}l)iliticsof rl~cnrll)y,tllcl):l[ltlits
ill I:IIc 1947 lIcg:IIl to try to hol(l groiIn(l it) cctmin :Ircm to pro-

lc(.t their supply roIItcs. Alorc(}\/cr, tl]c G)lllinul}ists \\~crc rcndy

I(J lIl:Iy tllcir lrIIIIll) c;IrA, (IIc cs(:ll~lisllll)ent {If tlw “l>rovisiutml
l)cil)o~r:ltic Govcrllll)cnt.’” ‘i’ogi~~estll)stnllcct otllis” ficrion, they
11:1(1to I)c oI)Ic to sl]ot! tl}:lt n tc:m)nnl)iy lntgc nrca was cm)trolled
i)y Ilw “FI’CCG()\Jcl”llll)cnt. ” “[’l~is goverlln)ent was proclaimed in
Ii_w(; MIIIIIIOS ;IIC:I 011 Ilxcllll)er 24, 1947,

I’lw f[)rcgoi[lgo tttlillcst rcsscstl )cil)ili[-:lr\T” :lspects of tl)ct)pcrfi-
Iitu)s [}f Ihc l)clll~)crxric t\rIIly, I)lit it dots not conccnl llle salient
[l):lmctcristic {If ~tlcrrill:l str:ltcg.y; tl):lt is, thnt it ]Ir:vi cconolnic,
I),)lilic:il, :111(1tcrl{)ristic-:llltl, {)l)ly ill the Iwt instfll}cc, Il)ilitary.
I’l)c ~llcrrill:l ~)l(cl}sivc IIF:IS[Iircctcd t)ot :lg:tillst IIIC :IrtIIc(l forces,

lNtt :Igninst un;lrt]w(l civil ialv+, tllc p{ll)lic scrviccs, Iil)cs of COIIJ-
l)llll)ic;llit)l), tr:lllsl){)rt:ltit)ll, comllwrcc, ill(lltstry, :lnd :Igricu]ture
--tl)c \\:Irl) :1!](I \\(M)f of tlic cconol))ic, p{)litiml , al]d s~)cial or[lcr.
Siiclt {)pcrntiol)s m !tcrc conducted ngninst tile nn]]y were di-
IUCIC(II() iltt;lil)illcl)t of grcntcr frcctlolll of ilcrion m rcgntxls the
rc:]l ol)jccti~~c-clc stt-[tctit)ll of tile econ{)lllic, politicnl, al)d social
ortlcr, ‘1’hc gucrrill:t str:]tcgy WF:lSncitller offensive nor defensive;
II I!:Is cl:lsifc, I.:ltcr it l)cyyn to dcvclt)p fl ~lcfcl~sivc clmracter
ill ccrtzin :lt’CilS :Ihmg the Ilortl)crll fr[)l)ticr. I;,lscwl)crc, evasion
rclll:lillcxl tlw I{cy[lt)(c of [)lilit:lry s[r:ltcgy. Afcailwl)ilc tile rcnl
ii:tt-, IIlc \\;Ir of (Icstrttctioll :111~1s:Il)I)t;Igc (;I Il]c life of rllc I):ltion,
[~)lllill[tc{l UIEII):lIC{!.

“1’IIc ;IrI)]y’s first IImjor c:lll}pnign \vM illiti:~tcd in April, 1947.
I’l]c ])1:111i;:ls to nttncl{ first in cxmtrnl Crcccc :Ind thcll sweep

f!r:l(lll:lll}, IIortllv,ilrd to tile I)ordcr, destroying the guerrillas along
Il)c ftii}’~ ‘I’hcrc; lftcr the I)ordcr would I)c sc:iled ngfiinst reinfiltrn-
Iion. ‘lactic-ally, :Ircos mmt:lining gucrrillil concctltt-fltiom were
10 lx is{)l:ltc{l nnd surtwulldc(l, ullcrcxlpt)ll the tro])pcd gucrrilhw

~1’cl”cto I)c annihilated.
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After son)e months, it was recognized tlmt tl~is campaign was
a (oilurc. Ehlring its ctmrsc, the gtwrrilias waxe[l in strength and
illlltlence. A series t)f {)periltions l)hnned for tl~c \\’inter nmuths
!f:ls cnncelcd. liollo\ving” a rcorg:l!lizntioll , :1 IICWJscriu of opera-
ri(ms um begun in April, 19+8. A prclitllinar~~ pl};wc to clcnn up
so~lth-ccntr:ll (’l KCCCt! i!pl)C:l~ed t{) go WCII,’ hlt the tinletal)le
I,lggc{l :lnd Illc gtlerrill:ls consistently csmpcd tllc pl:lnned en-
circlcluclits. ‘I”lw c:\l\\l~.\igl\cllll))ilmlt{l ill :1 I)iltllc ft)r tlw Gran)-
IIN)S Alt)untnin :Ireo, \vl~icl} I)cgan on J[lnc 29. I’here, 12,000-
I\,()()() fylcrrill:ls (Icfcl]{icll tllctl)sclvcs ft)r ttl~) mld n hnlf Ill[)titlls

,:~gailwt tllC iltt;l~k of 5(1,()()()gt)\fCll}lllcn[ tr{)ol)s. “1’l~cg[~erril]as
cvcntu:l]ly \\’itltdre\v into .All)nlli:l, I)ilt ilnlncdiately reappeared
in tl)c Alt)lltlt t’itsi :lre;l, to tl)c m)ttlmst. Clpcr:ltiwls ngainst this
IWJ!, position” foiled. Alenntin}c, gucrrill:t nctivity increased clse-
\\’hel”c, particu]xrly in -tllc Pcloponllcsus,” where the guerrillas
giltnc[t the initi:ltive.

Ily ll)i~l\vintcr, tl]cgtlcrri!l:ls l];lll rccsl:]l)lisl~ctl tl]clllscl\’es illtlle
(; I:;IIIIIIIM ;lrcn, l)~lt tllc arllly, clllployil)g 2$,[)()() IIICII, IIm \vrest-

ing IIIC initintivc ftx)lll 3,500” glicrrillm ill tllc i)cl~)pol)ncsll$.
hlc:}}~ivl)ilc, rhc Anlly NJ:lS prcl);lritlg tllc 19-t9 comp:lign. It
[)l)cI)uI \\,itl\ a!lotllcr clcnring opcrntit)n in central (Jrcccc. As in
1{)-w, this pl)osc procccdcd successfully. llv the CIIII of June, it

\\:is in the Iwq)-up st;lgc :lnd tllc c{)nccl)tr:~tilm of troops for the
(jl;ll]ll])f)s-\Titsi plmsc was st:ltte(l. Folk)fving a diversion in the
(;l.;ll)lll} {)5 :Irc:l, an attack \\Jas I:I(IIIcIIc(I in tl)c Vitsi area on
:\It~I)\t 10. \Vitl~in three tloys, tllc pt)silil)l) I);ld l)ccn t)vcrrun.
ot 0 gllcrrilltl garris{)n of 7,i)()(), :~l)l)losiill:ltcly 5,()()() vritlldrew
to All):llli:l. Ii] tllc {;ra II IIIM)S ()})ctnti()[) hllllChCd (III August 24,
Il)c 200”syl):lrc tllilcs of the arm \\crc occupied itl five d:lys, and
-t,()()()~ilcrrill:ls witll{lrc~\~il)to All)nni:l.

(;u;rrill:l ll)onpt)\\er tmly I)e t)~emurcd ill tcrllls of tllrec cntc-
g(,rics of })crs[)tlllcl—tl) osc serving \\’itll tl)c I)ands in Greece, self-
~lcfcl)se collnlmrat(}rs, and Ihlndit reserves mltside Greece. ‘I-he
first category indicntcs tl]e itl]nledinte ct)llllxlt strength of tile
Ikl]lf)cr;ltic Arll]j’. Tl]e nulnbcr of coll:ll)orotors” gives a lllewure
()( tllc intclligcncc, security, ;Ind :l{llllilli5tr:lti\~c scr\/ices avitilable
[() the I):lnds. I’he IIUIIIberS outside Greece included wottncied
Iigl)tcrs, rccrllits in traillillg, and l)crsollllcl Cll~il~C{i in training or



Iogistica] activities. ‘l-o tIlese lmry I)e aci~ieda nunll)cr of {lldcr l)wn
and women and abducted cbildrcn of no con~lmt valtle. This
fig(lrc provides on index to the numt)er of rcpl:~ccl)lcllts and
reserves avnil~lble u) tlw l)~lnds. It is, tlwrcforc, a IIICWIIWof tlmir

stnying power.
Supplcll)cnting tlm Il}rcc cxtcgt)rics of personnel listed ~l)ovc

\\!crc ilndctcrmincd hill) drcds of Ytqy)slnvs, All)n[lial)s, and l]ul -
fyrians \vlN)wt]rl{cd Ixllind d~c I)[}rders of tl~tm {ollnrrics t{) ai(l
II]c gllcrrill:w

“1’llc rclwls slortcd oi,cr:lti(jns in 1°46 wirl) a wrcl~gll~ {,( 2,$()()
fighters. Ily tl)c cnd of tbc year, it Imd reacl~cd 8,(N)(). In April,
19+7, it was I-1,2.10, an~l in Novelnber, ]8,000,” \\’l)ere it l)q.yn to
lcvclt)ff. l;r()l)) tl}istii})c (){}~\:lrcl,tllclltlllll)el( )fgllclrill:l figl)tcrs,
il}spitcof aollc-tilllepcak of 26,()()(), ~,i~s l]mil~ti]incf! MJ coi]stat]tly

bct\vecn 20,00 t)-2S,00() as to tmise the conjecture tll;lt tl~is nmy
Ilovc I)cci] tlw cst:~l)lisllcil pcrs(jnllcl allowance for the Imn(is of
(’; reccc, IVlmtcvcrtt]c rc:ls,)ll,tl]c ,Illllll)crof figlltcrshcri, illg ,\itl,
tl]c gucrrillns rc[lklinc(l ill tl~c vi[ini[y of 20,(100” 2$,()()(), cxccpt
[Iuril)g Illc initinl I)uilcl-tlp nud :lgain j~lst prior r~t [Ilc Cl)llil])SC.

At this I:ltrcr [ill)c, tl)c s[tw)gth l]nd fallen to Icss tl):ln Iii, ()()().
I’llc IIujllericfil strcll;:th of dw “sc]f-llefcnse” clen)ent of tlw

guerri]l:l lil{)\)tlllcnt C:III OI)ly I)c cstitl)atc{l. “1’IIc vnlIIc of tlw

cc)ll;tl)i)rntor lily in the foct tllnt Ile was not knf)\vw---in doyligllt,
0 pcawnt tillill Ib lliS flC!!iS; :It lli@lt, hc n)ight I)cor intclligc])cc to

:Igucrrillo Ilc:l(l[]llnrte rsot-l)l:lcc Illines it} tllc])iglll!,:l},.s(]lllc \\,crc
(Iisc{)vcrc(l; others never Ivill tw. ‘lllcir nu]]tbcr w:ls grc3t. “I”llc
IIlagnitu[tc is in(lic:ltcd l)y tllc c:lprttrc or surrender of 1,600”col-
Ial)orators in col}llccti(~ll-\\itll the l]lilit:lry (Icfc:l{ (I( :1 f(~rcc of

1,600 gllcrrill:ls ill tllc l)cll~pont)csus in c:;rly 1949. I’l)c r:ltitl of
coll~ll)or:ltors” to gucrrill:vi wos CVCI1higl~cr on tllc IIl:lilll:lnd, p:lr-
ticlllnrly ncnr tl~c llt)rlllcrll fr(}llticrs, \\’llcrc tllc glicrrillils cxcr-
ciscd dol]litlfitif)n for 1(,I}g pcrimls of tin)c fin(] w!llcrc tllc price ()(
silrvival, in nml]y ilvm~(lccs, w:ls tx)ll:llx)rati{)n. ,All il~(licolion of
the p{)tcl~tial for c(~ll:]l)(~l”:]tiotlis avfiilablc clsct{l]crc. “I”hc tllrcc
clccti{ms I)cltl si[lcc 194° slN)\\Jtll:lt nt Icwr ?()(),()()0 ]]l;)lcs of
voting ogc were f:~v{)r:lbl), clisposed toward, or sltsccptil)lc to, the
itlflllctlce of the Collllt)tlt;isls. This dots not II)C:II],t)f course, tllnt



nll \vcre active collal]{jratiollists,” I)llt it is :1 factor to bc kept ill
IItilltl ill mscssing tllc strength of IIIC fycrrill:w.

hlnllyf)f tllf~sc scrt~irlg ill tl~clxtl)(ls~t’hell \i:lrf:lrc\ vnsrcllctvecl
Imd cujoyed the hospitality of tl]c ll(~rtlwrn ncighl~ors prior to
tllccwll to nction. ‘1’hc numl)cr crossing into tlw satellites follow-
ing tllc sifyling of tllc Jrarl{isn ngrcctltcllt \J’as illmut 4,000, nntl
tllc n(ltl]l)ctx of Imlldits Iulrl)t)rcd ill All)allin, Yugoslnvin, t-red
Ilulgnri:l thcrc:lftcr di(l tltjt frill lwh)tt this. A rcprcscntntivc esti-
lllatc of tllc lltlll~l~cr of Greek WIWIS ill tl~c wtcllitcs [Iuriug tllc
wtr is: Albnnin--4,500° cwlll)nt cffcctivcs :11)(I6,$()() lloncffcctivcs,
including older ll)cll :lild JVOIIICII,\\f){Iildcd figlltcrs, nn(l cllildrcn;
lltllgnriw—--2,002,50000 cwlllmt cfrcctivcs nllll 2,$00 mmcffcctives;
find Yugosl~via-4,0()() collll)nt cflcctivcs nnd I)crllfips 10,000” non-
cffcctivcs.

I;cw of these rcscrvcs ~verc collln]ittcd during the finsl bnttlcs,
:Ind tl}csc ft-oln Allmnin ancl l]ul~ari:l OIIIV. T“ito’s closing of the
(;rccl{-Yugt)sl:lv l)t~rdcr ill jitl~’, ‘1949, qt;nr:llltillc(l 4,000 c(mllxrt
cffcctivcs in Yugoslat’ia find dl-(tt’c n \\,c{lgc l)ct\\~ccnthe Illniu
strct@l of the gttcrrillm in cclltr:ll Crcccc nnd 2,000–2,500
gucrrillm in Ilulgnrix and 2,500” il) cmt illnccdonin nnd Tllracc.
“l-IICkrttcr, Itaving been dcprivc{l of tl]c protcctcd cmt-west route
n{~rth of the ftwnticr, could not I11OVC to the support of central
Grcccc m govcrnlllcllt ff~rccs c~~lltr(jllc(l the region l)ct\vccn sca
:In{l frontier in central Mnccd(min, ‘1’llus, tllc clf)sing of the lmrdcr
rcstlltcd in nn mltrigllt I(MSto tllc gltcrrill:ls (If 4,000 figlltcrs find
ist~lntcd m 111911vm 5,()()() IIl{)rc f.r{ItII tl~c Iml:lncc ()( the gucrrilln
forces. ‘l-his wa~ a pcrs(mncl loss of ?()-35 pcr cent.

Ground forces cllll)l{)ycd I)v tllc g(~vcrnlllcnt in lllilitxry or
p:lrfimilitat-y functions during ‘the nnti-l):~ndit war included the
Natitmal Arll~y, the Nrttional I]cfcnse Ct)rps, tllc gencfnrmery, rmd
arltlccl civilians. The strengths of all cl~lllpf]nctlts were increased
froll} tilllc to time as the magnitu(ic of the task of eliminating the
gllcrt-illas wm nmrc fully npprccifltcd nll(l m tllc lucans of main-
tfiining Iargcr forces l~ccntllc nvnilal)tc.

lVIIcn tllc g{~\’crnlllcnt rcrurllcll tt] Atlwtls ill Octol)cr, 1944,
(Ilc (rely rctnnants {Jf tllc prcwnr ortlly \\crc t!~,{~tttlits: tl~c Third
llligadC of 2,000 tllcn nnd the “Sncrctl Sfltl:l(lron” of 60&8t30
o(liccrs. ‘l-he United Kingd(tlll undcrt{}ok to cq~lip and train a



ncw army. The t]l)jcctive \vas to n]okc i( :111c(rcc(ivc f~}rcc {)1
100,000 by 1948. I Iowcvcr, by April, IW17, tlw ticcxl for CIIIIJI(,}
ing the army qpil]st the bandits rcsultc(l il} (Iccisi{tns ({t rv[isc i!\

strength upward to 120,000 rtnd to sll{)rtcll (Iw pl:llll)cd trnil]i[lf<
program.

In early 1948, it was incrcmed to 132,()()(). A tclllp~}r:lry il~crc:li[
of 15,000 was decided upon irl April to lwrlllit tllc tr:lit~ill~ ()(
replacements for casualties during the l)rojcctc(l r;ll]lp:ligll. ‘1’lli~
brought the n{IlIwrizcd strcngtll of t Ilc :IrtIIy to I47,()()(). Ill
Novcl]lbcr, this tclllpornry strength wos Ilt:l(lc ~)crIIKIIlcII[. .

As realization of tllc inconclusive cll:lr:lctcr ~,f tllc 11).IHC:IIiI
paign spread, Ix]tll the Greek Governlllcnt nlld tllc llriti~l] AIili-

tory Mission rtdvocatcd further incrcaws ill (Ilc Stlcllgtll !If tllc’
army. In fact, it !tns onc of the conditions l)~it for~~,ar(l I)y Gcn
eral Papagos m n prcrcquisitc to his acccp(nrlcc of the pmilif)ll {)(
Commander in Cllicf t[mt it be raisecl to 250,()()(). ‘l-ltis, Ilo\\C\CI,

proved to be lllll]cccss:lry.
The problellls cspcricnccd by tl~c :]rIII\ il] lJlt)tcc[illH [Ilc (i, ii

community during tile strmn)cr and f:lli {~f 19-}7 suggcstcti IIlc
formation of an <)rgnnization to provi~lc 2 sratic dcfc[}sc (If towns
arid villages. Iml)lcdinte!y after the Iil)cr:lti{)ll, ~vllcn tl~crc Iul{l
been no instrumcnta]ity to take contr~]! of tllc tcrril{jt-ics lJl-C-
viously dominatc(l by ELAS, a Natiorl:ll (Di\,il Cuartl 11:1<1IWCII
forn]ed. [t had c(,[]]bir]ccl ccrtnin <)f tllc 11(,1111:11(llr]cti(,l\s of II)(

police and the nrIIly, It wns hmtily org:lllizctl, l)(N)rly tx)l~trollctl,
:lnd given to CXCCSSCS,nn(l nr} OIIC wiu sorr), ii IICI1 IIIC gcII(l:ll rllcl \

rcplaccd it in Novcnll)cr, 194s. This cxlwricncc, IM)N.CVCI-,l)lI;-
vided a preccdc[lt that wrts drawn itlNN~ill lllcctil~g tltc IICI!
problems.

In October, 1947, it was decicfcd to ff)rr~r :1 Nnri(]l]nl l)cfcrlsc

Corps under aIIIIy control. The initial otithori~.nti(m Itm for to

battalions of S00 men each-a total of 20,000. Gdrcs f(]r tl)c

battalions were pr(widcd by the arll)y, :111(IIl\c Iillcrs \\.ctc u\-

servicemen. Mcrl fronl tllc snmc Iocntit), \\.cIc I)l:luctl ill rllc S:IIIIV
l)attrtlioo. After n snort pcrioc] of trnil]itlg, :1 ll:lt[nli(~ll \\:lsI}fv,l{.(1
to the region froll} wllicll its mcll]l)crs t’:llrlc. ‘I”IIc rllcor), !!:li tl):lt
they could live at Imillc, functioning [)11:1 ‘([llil}ll(clll;ll~’ I);lsis. III
this way, it was hoped thnr the civil a)[tllll(ll]i[\’ u(~lil(l IW 1)11~



tcctcd ;Ind the m“my freed to go after tile gllerrillas without
grcndy increming tlw dish~cntinn t)f the ntttitmal Iifc and econ-
tjllly. I:tlrthcr, it \\’iIS’expected th:tt the poorly {~rganizcd civilian
cf)Il]pments could bc dissolved and tl~e gendatvncry reduced to
its nnrnml strength.

III Jmunry, 19%, tl]e goal for the Notional Defense Corps was
cll:IItgcd to 100” b:lttalions of 500 mcn e:lch-a total of 50,000.”
llventually ,97 of these units were formed, hut the “minuteman”
})rinciplc wm gtmlunlly nlmndmed. Murc an~i IJlore NIX i)at-
t;liinn swcre’’vitfiiizcci’) m(i re(icsigne{i asiigl]t-infantry ixlttaiiom.
As suci~, tileir status wvts ~lllliistil]gtlisl~:~i)lc frim] (Khcr units of
Ihc arn]v.

“i’lIc ~cn[iarmery in Greece is an nrll]ed poiice force, wi~ici~,
un(icr the Ministry of Justice, nutintnins orticr except witilin tile
Iinlits of to~lms i]nving tnunicipni imiice. Its norlwti strength is
ill)(~llt 20,()()0. TiIc orgmiznri[m imti fallen into (iisrci](~tc ti]rfmgh
c{nltinlling to function utlcier tile CcrIImn occtlpntion autiwrities,
:III(i aitiwugh tilere vm no evi(ience of extensive active coliai)ora-
tion, it \vas consiciere{i necessary to rel]uit{i it fronl the groun(i
up foilowing tile iii)ernti(m. in tilis tnsi(, thcgovernll)cnt wnsni(ie{i
hv n IIritisll Poiice anti Prisons Mission. Un[ier its gui(imcc, tile
g~ll[inrlltcry \vnsrccf)t~stituted allciill N{)vellli)cr, 194$, itresunmd
its (iuties. Owing to tile growing threat to pui)lic ortier, its
srrcngth wns incrcmc[i r~I 32,000,” hut even ti~is was insufficient.
‘i’hc [i’isortim iM{i grown i)cyonti poiice proportions. Efforts to
IISC tile genciarmcry in army -iiife oi~erntions ~vcre unsuccessful.
it \!f~Sllote(illip~)C(i or traillC(i to ftUICti(Jll ill t[IiS lll:lllllCr. h’l(Jre-
ijvcr, wiliie the gell(iilrlllery piayed soi(iier, its primary function
sllffcre(i. A policcmm’s usefulness ciepenlis on his Iocai i{nowi-
Ctigc—n fmlliii:lt-ity with peopie an(i i>ixces that cnoi)ics l~im m
(ictect ti]c unuwni. l>oiice cannot i)c orfqnize(i in inrgc units anLi
lll(~vc(i from piace tn pi:lce witiwut sacrificing m inlimrtant prin-
cii)lc of iwlice orfymization. Consequcntiy, wi~en the NDC was
forlne(i, the gencktr]ncry was reciuceti in strengtil ami ctmfincd to
poticc u’ori{. Its strengti] rherenfter was mnintaineci at shout
25,000.

i7ron} tile first, tile government wns confronted i)y the ugiy
fact that its missi(m ilad two aspects. [t nlust protect tile civii



power and populatim so that the ecommly could col~tillue to
function, :Ind it must destroy tlw Imnclit forms. Ilt]t tllc Imdit
f(]rccs cou]d bc cngngcd mId dcstrnycd (rely I)y :Iggrcssivc pumit,
xnd, in tbe al)sence of anv instrltn]entality (Jtllcr tlull~ tllc gcn-
d:ltvncry for civil defense, the enlployment of the I]l;ljor portion
of the army in such operations would have Icft tllc civil colll-
Illilnity \vitlloilt direct protection. After its (irst Il)orc or ICSS

fruitless series of ofrcnsive operations in 1947, tllc arn)y suc-
cxlmbed to political pressures to 11121{Cstatic disptlsiti(~[ls of troops
for the protection of tile civil con]munity. ‘I”llis <!efcnsive t]lis-,
sion u’asn lmttomless pit which long nbsorl)ed IIIUCI1 of tllc ar]l)y’s

capacity for IIlorc pro(luctive Iln(icrtakings.
llventually, this higl)ly unsatisfactory situ:lrion \v:viallcviattd

by the forlnation of rhc NDC and by t!~c arll]ing of civil i:lns.
“I-bus, I)y an incrcaw in government forces of 50,000 for Iocol
dcfcnsc purpmcs nn(l l~~r(itili7,ing to some extent the capacity of
collllllunitics I() protc{[ tlwlnselvcs, nwrc i~rofitol}lc clllployllwnt
of tile :Imy I)ccamc l~r:lcticable.

‘l-hcgrcat (Iisparity III lltl~lleric;llstrellgtll bct\~ecn governnlcnt
f(~rcesill~dg{l(:rrills fighters isslmwn in the foll(,wing t;ll)~ll;ltion,
wl]icll rcprcsel]ts the :tpproximate status m of lIIC Illonth of July,
Ig+y:

Govmrfm?It FWCCS

Greek Natiolull Arnly i 50,000”
Nnti(mxl I)cfcnse Grps $0,000
Gclldilrmcry 2 s ,000

Civil police 7,500
Civiliilll c(~llllx}ncnts ?

232,500

Dewocmtic Army

JVitll I):ln{is ill Grcccc
(illcrrillfis in wtcllitcs
Collaborators
Satellite personnel

I8,000”

I0,()()()
>

j

28,060”



II.

171XN]Itlw smrt of the l~~llldit war to its end, the I>emocratic
/\rIIIy txmsisttd alli~ost exclusively {If Iigllt infatltr\~. ‘I-hc guer-
l-illas- llnd n “cav:llry llrigadc” ancl s(MIw antiaircr_afr and field
xltillcry. /\rtillcry, ll(~we.vcr, UJ:ISof Iittlc valiIc. Ncirlwr tllc glms
Ilor :Itly (Ill;llllity I)( illllll)(lllitioll cI)tll(l I)c Colltxxltl”:ltc(l for cln-
lIIIIyllwllt. I;,xccl>t itl the (iratllll){)s :Illd \rilsi :IrCnSl wlwrc it was
useil 1x)111in dcfcmc aid in sup~x)rt {If g{lcrrillil atlacks, srtillcry
l~ulsCI1lI)I{)VCK1only in delivering sfx)rodic llarmssillg fire on towns
or villilges: It contributed tt) the c:ln)paign of terrorism against
rl}c civil pop(llatim~, Imt itslllilitary significance was slight.

“1’llcscrviccsof dtc Democratic Arnly w’cre, forthc l~wst part,
cstal)lishcd I)cyond the frt)nticr, where tllcy were protected froln
;ltt;lck, “Illcy included [rfiinil)g mmtcrs, tral)sicnt c:IIIlps, hospitals,
;III(I forw:]r(litlg points for s~lpplics, \Vithin (3rcccc, except in the
IJ;IW ;IIC;IS, wrvicts ucru pr(widtxl 1)-ythe fighters themselves or
l~y C{]llill)orat(}rs.

“Sillcc they were Iighlly c(]uiplw(l al)(l llnil)l}~cAcd I)\’ scrvicc
clcllwllts or tcrritf)ria! responsibility, tile guerrillas I;ad good
IIl{)l)ilitv in n tactical sense and n high degree of flcxil)ility. Jkmds
aml(l ljesul)dividcd witlwut :Ipprtxiill)le h)s!it)f Cmlll)at cfficicncv.
C{)l}vcrscly, they could he increased to the limits of effcctivc
ct)ntr(~l. ‘Every Ilmtl was a fighter. ‘1’he bands Ilild m) soft rear.
‘1’ltcycoul(l,filcetotlle” re:lr~}rroa fl:lnk with facility.

I;!:lsit)n and tclllp{)rnry IOMI conccntrtititm of superior forces
—-MCII illl ilnportant page in tlw Iwuk of guerrilla tactical doc-
trillcw—-Jvcrc aided I)y this flcxihility. When threntclwd l)! ell-
circlctllcnt, lxin~ls c();II{I split il~to sln:]ll groups t{) Iic up until the
tla[lgcr pnsscd or slip tllro(lgh :Irllly Ii[lcs to rcassel]lblc far fr{ml
tlw cl{)sing mmsc. (>ffcnsively, a tcmpornry local c(mccntration
of stlpcrior forces COUILI I)c built up ill tile rear of aru~y lines or
ill tile IIlidst of govcrlllllellt-co[ ltrollc(l territory by the in filtra-
tifjll of such sIIIall groups.

C(]llccallllcnt, too, was aided by the factor of cmllposition. Of
m)ndescript appearance and without Ileavy equipment, the guer-
riil:ls o)uld sol]lctiIllcs melt into the civil population. Tl~eir forl~li\-
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ti(]ns were so il~txmspic{lt~us I)y contrwt with tllc I:ltge, cOlll-
p;irativcly well-cquippc{i cr)lunlns of the ;~r[l]y li):lt ti~c ffjrllwr
invari:]i)iy imci tl~e acivfillt[lge of better colnij~~ il]tciiigcllcc.

‘1’ile virtu~ll ai,sencc of service troops, wilicil gilvc tllc gtlcrriilas
so lllucil t2CtiCili Il)oi)ility ;lll(i ficxii)iiity of etlli)ioyl)lcnl, \v:ls :Iiso

ri]c sollrce of ti, cir grc:ltcst ~vealmcss. IIanciit illgisrius, cxcci)t in
[iw i}orcicr nrcm, m)uiti Iu)t support slistnilw(i c’f)lllixlt t~i)crntii)lls
nf)li f;~ileti clltircl}~ IIn(icr tile ticnml)tis of 3 i)rotr:IcIc(i cIlg:Igc IIIcIl[.

l:il):~lly, M rcg~lr(is fircl){)wfcr, tiw gllcrliil:ls lI;I(i ;I Iligll voilllllc
;Ir sil(]rc rallgcs, i)ut iittie or nlctiilllll ;I[ld I]{)llc ill ifIiIg Ir:lllgcs. ‘1’ilc,
gucrriiiw u,crc :It tllcir i)cst in at] ol)]t)usil \\ilicll tl}cy coul[i i)rmi(

OIF, if nceci bc, c() (iisnppcar into rougil tcrr;lin, ‘1’llcy were cx -
cciicnt in n rfiili on an unciefen~icd iocality or :1 tligllt ;’:li(i :lg:~illst
il Cicfcll(icd loulity, pmvi~icli tilcy ilad i)uilt Iii> i>rcvit}{lsi-y, :1s IJ’ns
li~cir Cu:lt{)ll), i if)cni sili~criority of force. “I’IIcY l!’crc :11-ti}cir
!l [)rst ill i] tiw Iigilt [Itmcl{ afyil)st a fortificxi i)llsititm or in ill]
clli)rt to dcfc’ti(i ii\’ il(]i[iing ground. “1’i)c?’ J\crc i[)[ulixli}ic ()(

“..
l\inning ]niiital\’ (icclsJ(JI)s itgai[]sr orril(]ti{~s forln.llitjrl~, il~lt IIlcl
ucrc wcii fittc(i to con(itlct w:lr against the civil lN)p\Il:icc.

“1’llc I)cl]locliltic AriIIy was cinpioyc(i iniri;iily ill :lt’cl~rcial)cc
Jtilil its caixli)ilitics; lll:lt is, ill anli)~lsi)illg sll):tli folc:es, it) r:li[ls
:Ig;linst pm)riy defen(icd iocillities, flnci in s:ll)ot:lgc of i)ui)iic
urilitics, As rcg:lrds tile :IrIl]y, ti~c guerrili:~s i)r:lc’~icc{i ililr:~sslllcnt
:ll~ci cvmion. Itl 1948, ilowevcr, tile Ilclllocrolic Arll)y iwgnil to
i)(~lti gu)unci. “1’ilc oici tactics were ll~)t given hi). Illcicc(i, w’l~cn
:IrIIIJ, ])rcsstlrc 011 gilcrrilio ix)sitions i]~(i to i)c easc(i, r;li[is il)
(Jtilcr orc:]s i)cc:llne Il]{)re frequent and tl~orc {ictcri)~illeti. it w:ls
sil)lpiy (iult a llcw strategy lvm supcril))posmi IIiNJII ti~c oici.

Its “ticcisii)n to Ilt)ili grounci i>lace(i ti~e lk(ll[)cr~tic AmIy nt a
(iis:lliv:llltngc :II~ticx)ntl-il)lltc(i to its [icfcat. (J1.g:li}i7Lltio[l:li ciul]lgcs
\\!crcIll:llic t{) ticcrc:lw ti}c tiisa(ivilllt:lgcs of tile I)c\v toclics, i)llt

tl)c gylcrriil;ls c(mici 11(J[;Iilcr l)u~tcri~lly tllc col]li)osi(io[l-of-forces
f;lctor, IIy ti]( (iecisiol] to iN)i(i grounci, tiw}’ (Ji)j)(wLi ligi]t il)-
fnntry ill iarg,;, reintiveiy static conccntratior’ls to ottaci{ i)y i)fti-
:IIlcc(i forces. l“hus tlmy exposed I!’csi<ncss to strcngtl~ nl)ci tiwir
initifii SIICCCSSin ti~c Vitsi mea wns tiuc oniy to Iilc :lrlny ’s ill-
al)ility m exi~ioit its own strengti~. Moreover, riwugil ti}c guer-
rillas turneci the government’s 1948 offensive into a stalemate in



ftxmt of l~itsi, they suffered scvcrc cmuaitics in tllcn and morale
fro!!! ~~llicl] tlwy never ftlllv rcct)vcrc{l.

(:(~lf)llcl C. Al. WINKllII)~I~c,l!:tr[illic c(~ll][tt:lll(lcr (If the Allied
hlissi(~ll t{) tllc (;rcck gtlcrrill:w, ill cf)llllllclllillg (m tllc c~)lltrnst
in st mctutc l)ct~~.ccrl III, AS (~ollll)l{ltlist-( lO1llill:ltccl” p:)rtissns)

nlld [?,[}1$3 (Rightist lxtrtisnm), (dlscr~’cd tlult ~J’llcrcm tllc Inttcr
(h’ploycd rol”ccs in SIII:lII Imt)ds cotl)lll:ltldcd I)y c(}lllp:lrntivcly
il![lc~}ctl(lrmt jllnior rtfliccrs, tl~c “:IIIl:ltctIr str:ltcgists” of I;,l,AS
{Icvchy>cd n Ifirge, cctltrfilizcd ntl)ly {~f divisi(}lls nnd corps, in
~}llich tlm clmin of c(mlllmnd ~~:ls‘:IIs() 2 Illilit:lrv Ilicrarchy. In
Ilis vicu,, this type of (Jrgnniz:ltioll w:ts cxccllcllt for inlpming
Iltilitnry law ml tllc :lrcns dolltil}:ltcd b~’ lr,l.AS, but pour for
gtlcrrill~ (q>crati~ms.

fVllcll gtlcrrillfi (~l}ct-:ltifllls~~clclcslllllctl itl lo}6,ci rc(ltllstfitlccs
ficrc [Iifrcrcllt. I“llc gtlcrrill:w ~tcrc un:il)lc t{) :ISS(IIIICrcsp(msi-
I)ilit}’ f{~r the g~)vcrnollcc of the civil p~)ptll:ltitm. A tcrritorinl
{~rynlliy,:lti(jll tvfis crcfltcxl I)ttt it ~!:vi scpnrntc fr(~ill the organ izn-

lion for co!lll)at. ‘1’hc 7,011Cof (qwr:lti{ms !J,OS(Iividcd into sectors.
‘(Scct{)r Ilcncl(lttnrtcrs” cxcrciscd coordin:lti{ln” IJilllill their nrcas
Imt (lid rl(]tcf)lltrolt ]l)crntiofls.” ‘1’llcir tnslfs~fctct llccstnl)lisl~lllcflt
of c(~llltlltltlicnti{)lls, itllclligcncc, h)gis(ics, nl](l tlw Iuln{iling of
I)(tlilic:ll Ill:lltcrs. \Vitllin tllcsccm]rs t!crc tllc Ilill Iltasscslvicd I)y
II)c ct)tlll):lt Illlits m t)l~crntitlg Im+cs. “1’lwC(IIIIII:I( tlnits \\Icrc I)nnds
f~f lliifcrcllt si7,cs ~vllich lll(~vcd nl~[]~lt frcclv fi,itllin a sector or.

lIclIJccH sectors. Ill otllcr ~~’ortls, Illis U, OS, l)\; \V(MNll M)usc’s stand-

nr(ls, n good orgnni7.ntiml ff~r fycrrilln {q)cr~ti{ms.

Ihlr”ing 1947, tllc l(x)scly org~ni7.c(l Itollds of sixty to seventy
Ilictl grc!v into I)i-c(]llllxtnics 01](1 I)nlt:llioils m gucrrilln strcugtll
illcrcmcd. ‘I-he gucrriltns cxpl:lillc[l tllcir fnil(lrc to tnkc tllc of-
fcllsifc during Ivilltcr 1947-48 011 tllc groIIII(ls of orgnni7,ntionnl
~vcnl{llcsscs. Ill prepnrati{)n (or tl~c ortlty’s sl)ring offcmivc, the
gllc~rillns{lcci[lc(l toc(ms{)lidntc (Ilc nrc:ls tl]cv I]cld, xnd to effect
;(,

11111)1’()\Jclllctlts“ ill Illcir Illilit:lry (~rg:llli~:llit)ll If) pcnllit war otl
Illc ~)l:litls. Ill sllt)rt, tllcy ~lcrc ;Iclxlrtillg fr(tltl :111ol.gfllli7,ntioll:ll”
strtlctt}rc suiutl)lc for tllcir purposes.

Rcmotls cxmtributing to this (Ice-isi{]fl c:]il only I)c surlllisc(i.
I’crlulps there were Il)ilitnristic tcndcilcics mIlOIIg the “m]]ateur
strategists.” Pcthps guerrilln strength lIn(l grown to the point



that the leaders anticipated challcllgil~gtllcnrllly it] ful!-sc:llc tivit
fare. Perhaps tllc difficulties cxpcricllccti ill directing :lli~l l{,
ordinating null}crous indcpcndcllt Ixllltls ffcrc tt){) ~~rc:lt. i\lol(

probnbly, ho~tcvcr, the decision t{) rci)l~::lllizc rcsllltc(l }~rilll:lrili
frf>illtl~edccisi,,ll t{)dcfctldnllalc:t:llt,rlg tIwIN)rtI,crI, IN,r<Ict..
l-he cn)ploylncnt of the Ixtnds in :1 tml{ of tl~is [Ijltlllc \II)IIIIl

require more cflcctivc mcflns of contr{)l.
The decision n) defend rcprcscl)tc{l n (lclxIrtIIrc fr{)lll tlIc I)lill

ciples of guerrilla warfare. To attcil}l)t to 1101(I Icrlilf)r} ill
Minitely is to rely upon force of :~rIII\, nt)tl IIlc gllcrl-ill:l \\lI{I

relics upon force of arms alone is df~{tlllc{l It] (Icfc:lt.
What inducc(l the guerrilla Icndcrs to Ill:ll(c [Ilis (Iccisi{)l)? II

may have bccll to give subsutncc to tile firtif)ll of Ilw’(j[)fcl-il

ment of Free (ii.cccc, or to ncquirc
.

:1 trt-ri[{)ri:]l I);ISC uOIIII)OI:IIII(

to Yenan in Cllilm, or tllc ‘(People’s ilcl)~ll)lic” ill Kf)rm; or it

may have rcflcctcd guerkillit rccognititlll tll:lt Illcv crNIl[l II()( (X)II

tinue operations without supplies fl{)lll :Ic’l”oss tllc l)ol’(lrl. “1’1,

secure their supply lines, tlwy Imd to dcfcll(l :1 lxwc :Itc:l [lIroII~!lI
which supplies could pms on the u.:I\. 10 IIIC 1):11}(1s.

In early 1948, the battalions of 1947 grcif illt[) l)tig:l~lt+, :IIiIl

in May, a guerrilla division lvns forlllc(l, f]). tl~c clld {~f IWIK, II]{

guerrillas hnd 8 divisions. _l”hcsc ~lilisif~tis ((,lltr[)llc(l sI~IiIc ?:
l)rigades,42 hnttnlions ,25 I)i-colllpntlics , :Itl(l IR il}~lcl)t.ll(lclll (.1)111

pmics.
Thcgathcringof Iightillfnllrry into Il,,lllill:}l “(livisit)l~s” (Ii(l I\,)t

Illol(c thcln divisions in the sense (I( :1 f(Ircc of Collll)illc(l :Ir III

No supporting nrms were oddcd. ‘T’lw :Il:lil:ll)lc f(~rccs Ilcrc sillll~lj
gatl)ere dintoI:lrgcr fornlati(hw. Thcw I\CI-C tlor c:ll):IIJlc(IfItIt(I

ing on equal terms the utlits tif the :lrtl)},, \\Ilicll cYItIl[l Iill(l, (i\.

md fight thcnl !I:ith greater succcss tll:lll”i[ Il;l{l IIIC sIIl:Illcr 1):111{1,
Tllcpcculiar o(ltniltagcso ftllcg~lcrlill; l Il:i<l I)ccll s:icrificcvl. ‘Illi.

departure frolll proper gucrrilln org:llli~:ltiol)” all[l t:l{tics ;Iwisl{ {1

the nrn~y during its 194Y cnlllp~ig!l.
The colnlxlt nrllls of tllc nrllly collsi~tc,l of il)(:llltr~, :lllill(’l\,

armored rcconl~:lissancc, tnnks, nnci c(][l}l):tt cllgil)cct-s, oril!ill:lll\

supporting stuns ~vcre not orgnnic to IIIC (Iivisioll, ‘1’llc\ \\cII

under the c(mlroi of various dircctor:]lcs of II)c gcIlcr:ll s~;l([ :111(1

units were ntt:lcllcd to, or placed ill sltlll)ott of, cx)rl)s or [ii\’isiolli
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according to circul~]stnnccs. ‘l-he division, then, consisted of little
Illorc than infantry, Ilendquartcrs, illl{l signal elclncl)ts, Supporting
arll}s, however, were established to provide certain attachments.
A II)(mntain division was normally reinforced by a cnvalry squad-
rfm, a Imwhitle-gun company, engineers, and a regiment of nloun-
r:lin artillery. Field (livisi~)ns were silllilarly reinforced, except
tllal arl)~{)red cavalry and iield artillery replaced cavalry and
nl~]tlntain artillery.

‘I”lw Ixtsic difference I)ctwccll field :IIILI I)u)tlntaill divisions, the
strengths of which ivere about 10,500 and 8,500 respectively, lay
ill IIIC IIIeaIIS provided for tlwir trallsl]f)rt:]ti{)ll. ‘1’hc field divisi(m,
t)f ~vllicl~ there were three, ~vnsorganized for war on tl)e plains.
“1’IIIIs, it wns equipped with l~lotor trnllsport. The Ilmlmtain di-
vision lV:IS providc~l anil)wl transport. Tlwrc were four such
(ii\’isions. ‘1’he relative avail at)ilitics of illlill):ll and motor resources
al)tl tlifrcril)g tq}crati(]nal rtx]~lirenlents resulted in llmny variations
fr(~;l} tllcsc stan{lar(is as tllc war wore ()!]. Finally, hy the spring
of I949, tIw then-existing cigllt divisit)l~s were placed under tllc
WIIICcsr:lt~lisl~lllcnt. ‘1’l]c IIC!V{Iivision, tl~c strct~gth of which was
al)ollt 9,300, incltl(lc(l :1s{}rg:tllic clcl)wl~ts al] cmgillccr unit, a scout
c(jlllpnlly, and a hnttcry of 75-111111.pack-howitzers.

‘I’hc stnndard division, a conlproll~ise I)etwecn the specialized
field ;Ind l)){)unt~in (Iivisi(ms, CO{II(I opctmtc eficctively over my
tcrr:lill. “J-llc ncw org:lniz:ltit)l~ also rccogl)im(l that tllc l~:ll)itu:ll
u’i{lml)rc;]d clllpl~)ynlcnt of firlny u[]its nladc it I]eccssary to in-
[IIIIIC :IS t)rgnnic parts {)f the ~liv;sion a nmdiculll of engineer and
:Iltillcry slll)p{)rt.

III al’1,six types of infantry were txl]ploycd hy the govetvlment.
in ;I(l(litif)n tf) the II){]unt;lin and field infantries referred to almvc,
Il)crc ucrc cotIIIIIaIIdo” ill f:ltltry, N:ltiol~:)l I)efcnsc Ct)rps-sul)sc-
~lllcl]tly Iiglit ill fillltry—gellll:lrlllery, aI)d nrlllul civil ion cfMn-
pl)lwllts.

At tllc (msct of guerrilla activity, tile arIIIy was not yet fully

org:tlli7.cd. It t\m dcficicnt in training aild, to sonic extent, in

tquil)llwllt, find the organization” of its colllhat units, even tl]ose

of the n]()~lntaill type, was not entirely suital)lc for combat against
the colllparatively Sllmll guerrilla hands of that period. There was,
lu)t~’ever, a psychoh)gical need for n I))easure of early success in



:lrrcsting the Aeprcdntions of the guerrillas. in tl)is sitliatiol), tl]c

Britisl) hlilitmy Alissi{u), i(s [Ilinking c(mditi[)llcll l)crl~:ll}s by tlw
expcricnccs of the United Kingdom in tlw eil~ly cloys of ~Vorld
\V;lr 11, sponsored tlw (lrgmiz~tirm nf colnIn:II)diJs to speed

trxining find to provide sll):]ll units specinlly tt’ilill~d to conll)at

gtl~t’t’illilS.
I:orty collu]mildo co]llp.lnics were fotuncd inil iillly. Sulw-

{Iucntly tllesc were or~lnizcd into four fyotlps of five coll)p:ll)ics
Cil(lll. “1’llc strc[qyll of tlw grollp w:ls ;llmut 62j. 111Illc sllllllllcr
[~f 1949, the ft)ur c[)ill[ll:lndo gr(mps ~J,ere pl:lt.c(l un(lcr two
I)rigil(lc l~cxdqu:ltvcrs, :Ind :1 fiftl) group \i’;vi org:]i)i~c(l.

As l];]d l~il]>pc[)~~lin tllc lJ. K. :Ind in the U. S., tl~c Ijcst (igllters
were c(mccntr;ltc(l in tlw toli)lll;lnd~) units. “1’llcj’ rcccivcd I)cttcr
jxiy, cquipnlcnt, 1mining, living cf)nditif)ns, :in(l I)wrc l)ut~liciry.
I;.\;erytllitlg \VilS (I(ll)c to scr tllclll up w+a s])cci:ll C:l[cgf)ry of ]Jcr-
sfjnilcl. ‘1’l)is tlq I)ccnll)c, l)ut tlw rcmon for ir I:ly not in tl~is
[:~voritisll). ‘1’hc “real sources of their c$prit (It corps \\ ’CI-C their

iilrcnsc I]lilit;lry :Ictivity 21J)LIa succcssiotl of [Ililit;lry victories.
ott’iilg to their {)f~cilsivc spirit au~l rhc \\fitlcq)r(;l(l col)fi(lcl]cc

IIlcy ins}) irc{l, II)c col)iill:]i)(lt)s I)cg;li) to goiu ;I IIIOI)I)lII)ly of 11].

rigl]t to figl)t tllc guerrillas. Othcr units, rccoglliz.il)g Ilwir sulw-
riority, were cxmtent to Ict d~cn] do w. COIIIIIl:lIldcrs, :lpprcci;lt-
illg tlwir qu:llity nnd the rca(lincss wit]l wl)icl) Illcy ~lll(lcrto~jk
f,~)cultiolls, Iwg:iil to IISC rllclll ill prcfcrcIIcc to OIIICI. tr[)ol)s it)

opcr:ltiolvi” of :]11kinds. It I)CCJIIIC Ilcccssary for lIIC (;olllltl:lll(lcr in
Cl]ief, ~tlm regarded these troops” M a kin;l (If strarcgic ccscrvc, t{)
stotc rhcir ptx)pcr role. Coinnlandos were t{] I)c USC(Inl{)l:g tllc
f<)ll(,l~illg Iincs:

I. III Itigllt mi(ls t{) 411)cII gops in (lcfcnsi\c \J,orks for I:]tcr

cs])loit;lliol]” I)y illf;]ntry.

2, 111(Iccp Lids it]r{) cl~cllly-collttollc{i” tcrritt)ry.
3. III pcnctrilriotvi to :Ittack the rear of CIICI)IY ttx)ol)s pinllctl

doJ\’n I)y fire, cspeci:llty Ilc:lr ttle end of tl]c figill”,
4. As- strntcgic rcscrvcs tu be transportctl to tl)c point of ell~-

I)k)ytllcnr by r:lpi(i n]c:llls sucl~ as nircrnft.

Except for :in initial reluctance to ncccpt tl]c i(lc:] of spcci:ll

units, the c[jIIIIn:uId(J concept was not qucstiol~c(l in (;rcccc.



They were regarded as lightly arl))ed, highly [nobilc, and very
effective.

Actuxlly the txn])lll:lndt)s were l~ot Iigl}tly :Inlleti; tlmy mrried
more firepower tlvln n corresponding nulllber of inf:~ntrymen
froth a standard unit. Their nlol)ility is questi~mfil)le since they
llnd m) means of transportsti(m save walking. l?xcept for arll)s,

llo\vc\~cr, they \vcre lightly cqili])l)c(!. G)nsc(ltlclltly, tllcy cmlld
I)c nloved rendily in trnnsix)rtation fri)tll cxtcrn:ll sources. “I”lley
could t)peratc cffcctivcly at nigl)t ot~ing to their Iligh state of
training. They could g;ill sllrprise owing to their Iigllt cquip-
n)ent, tlleiral)ility to nlal{c h)ngII~arcllcs, fil)d tllcir superior field-
crilft, nnd tl~ey coilld l]);ll;e deep pcllctrntions of tllc c(mllmt-
pntrol type ofiing to their ability m lllarch nll[l to operate for
snort pcri(ds ~vitll Illit)itnlllll cqlliplllent, ‘I-hey ucrc not suitable
forsttstiliilello ]~eratiotls,:lllcl they ilrerccle]lcll(lclltt(}a f:~r greater
(Iegree than standard units upon eXtCFllill fidnlinistntivc services.

It is doul)tful if the f(lnctions assigned conlll]:lllllos” \\’ere of

such n nature ns to unrtmnt the ll\ili IltCll:lllCC t~f special units, with

tile concentr:ltioil” of effort nfld dislocation}” of mor:Ilc tlmt sllch a
course of nction entails. To n degree, the cffcctivclless of the
coilt[n:]ildos \vas nchieved :It the cxpeilsc of Il)e st:ll](lard in fnlitry
Ilnits. \Vitl~ ptwpcr tlilil]illg, tl]e Iiltter could lu~~reperfonl}ed the
nlissions msigllcd tile COI1II11OI1CI{)S.“I-he}’ CO UI(I,in addition, have
Ilelclgtxmnd on tile {iefensive or have taken their pli4Cf3 in an
nttocl( ngainst a fortified position. They could sustain thenlselves,
nlt)reovcr, without excessive rcliaucc llpon tile service and sup-
ply agenciesof the nrn]y.

Arlm>red cavalry “and tnnks cii(i not play n significant role.
Umtide to penetrnte tile Illountaill arefis ivl~c’rc tllost of the fighti-
ng t{)oic i)lace, flrnmr notvl)xliy rein force(i tile garrisons of towns.
it tentieci to raise the Inorale -of tile sol~iiers nnci p~rticulnrty tile
townspeople,” wlm ~vcre ill~prcsse[i by such tnngil)lc evi(ience of
strength. Ckxasiomily, :Irllmr uws tlseci to supp(}rt n counter-
ofFcl~sivc to [irive gucrrill:ls out of n c;lptllrcti to}vn, ArIIIor may
lI:I\c (iis(llrlmi tllc g(lcrrilim, “i”llcil- cslclwivc IISC of A’i’ (;\l~[i-
t21111i) Illit]es, find tlwir efforts to Inlild Ilp an il[)tit;llll< cnpahility

I)ythc ~cquisitionof” A“I’ guns and I)y tile cicsignati(m of infxl~tr~
“talll{ figilters,” suggest ns mtlcl]. lt”is (it)ul}tf(ll, l~ou’ever, if tile



Pistols 55
Riflci 963
SII1311I]lochineguns 303
I,igflrlll:lcllinc gulls 81
llc:l,,~ Illacllillcgum 6
Ijigl,[- l])~)rr;lrs 27

lllt~liillll Ill(jrtilm 6



in the prescribed mnnner. Gucrrili:l It I(IIIIJ(l\ arc not character-

i7.cd I)y such precision. Nc\crtl)clcss, Ill{ I: IIIIC is of vntuc m an

in(iication of guerrilla thinking l~ritll rcsl)c{’[ 10 atvnan]cnt. Proba-

bly no more accur~te cstinmtc of tl)c ntilllbcrs and types of

wcnpons in the hands of guerrillas c(J(II(I I)c lll:ldc than onc nrrivcd

at by distributing arms to the total nu!lll)cr of gLlcrrillasin accord-

ance with the ratios cstntslishcd by this table. [t would be neces-
sary to add the Iinlitcd number of Ilcavicr crew-served weapons
not included in the brigade table of cquiptllcnt. These included
light field and mountain artillery, light antiaircraft and antitank
guns, and a few heavy mortars. The total llumt)er of wcap(ms

would 01s0 include those stored I(wally znci the resources of the
govcrtltl)cnts to tllc Ilorth. There is Iittlc c\illcncc tl)at the gucr-

rillm ever cxpcricnccd shortages in \vcap(ms, cxccpt in isolated

instances where they \\ere due to difficulties in distribution rather

tlmn to nn ()\~cr-fill sll[)rtagc.

The guerrilla \Jc;lkIlcss in wc:lpons \\w+ the result not of slwrt

supply but of lack {If stan{inrdizntion, There ~vm infinite variety
in their ~vcnpons. This diversity Itas the pro(luct nf their manifold
s(mrces. It gave the guerrillas n]any Ilcndaches and prevented them
from getting maximum perfornla&e frolll their armament. Weap-
ons training could not be standardizecl. Weapons maintenance was
rcndcrcci difficult by z shortage of spnw pnrrs and by the fact that
parts were not intc~clxtngcable nnl(mg tl~c I:lrious makes. Perhops
t~(jrst of 311 \tns the fact that nllllll(lllil i(,ll supply \\,:lsinfinitely
uunplicntcd. Wcxp[ms u.ere often ()(1( {)1 :l~li[)l] hccausc mnnluni-
ti[]n of tl]c prt}pcr t\,pc \\,as not ;I\;Iil:llll( :11 the right tilllc nnd
plncc, \\t)ilc locnl w}y)lics of :11111111111111,11\\crc solllctilllcs pnr-

ti:lllt’ uwlcss. “Ilcsc pr(hlcms were III II II II(I1 by the ~vidcsprcnd
(Icl)loylncnt of guerrilla units :111(1lM, I’ ,llllll~ll~icatiolls. A sig-
nificant increxsc to~t.ard the end f~f t III. ~I III Gcr]]mn ~vcap(ms-

riflcs, in particular- lllnv have t)ectl II, I 1<‘l\ to the exhaustion of

B:llkan stores thnn to :;n cflort 01] III , III of the guerrillas to
stand~rdizc ar]])s.

Apart frolll their iaricty, gucrritl:l \ ~ 1, ills Jl,cre those used by
infnntrv tllc [lorlll (Jvcr. “1’l}c cl)il[lill f. of the war, ho]~cver,
l)rf)tlgl~t tlielllillc illtogrcatp l”oll}illctl,” I Ilc guerrilla, lutvingno
I)}(m)r transport, c{)tlld plocc alltit:llll. III~II~S ;It \vill, knowing thnt



they would not interfere with his own movcnlcnts. The limited
ro:~d net and poor trafficability of the tcrrnin of{ the tmds
ensured a profital)lc return. Antitanlc and il]]tip~rsollncl Il)incs
were employed extensively, both offensively nnd dcfcnsivcly, and
for-sabotage. Their weight was a disadvnn;agc, l)~lt tens of tl~ou-
sands were transported into Greece and the hundreds of Icglcss

mcn one sees there today give convincing evidence of their cffcc-
tivcness. The mine was the most effective single wcnpon ill tl~c
guerrilla arsenal.

In respect to armament, the objective of creating a modern
zt-my in Greece had not been attained ~~’henopcrqtions against
the guerrillas began. Although there was a Still](lilr(l tal)lc of c(]uip

mcnt, the wrapons (m hand varied from (Init to unit ~lc,cor(ling n)
the availability of equipment.

The principal infantry weapons were the ,303 rifle, the Stcn
gun, and the Bren gun. The lost naII~cd \\;N ~liwril)utc(l tmc pcr
squad or about 36 pcr battalion. The 0111}”cl”c\\”-sclvcd \\’c:lpolls
in the battalion were mortars. A 2-inch l))fjrtnr Nm ploccd in cnch
rifle platoon. The only battalion wefipoll \\xs the 3-inch ]Il{)rt:lr.
In summary, the ntvllament of the battali[m inclutlcd:

3-inch mortars 3-4
2-inch mortars 12

Brcn guns opprox. 36
.303 rifles approx. 600
Stcn guns apprx)x. 75

“I”hc brigade consisted of tllrce-l~ntt:lliol~s. N(I supl)or~ing ;IrIIIS

were introduced at this Icvel. l-he division, ill turn, u)[lsistd (Ii
three brigades. No supporting arms were orgxllic \\itll the di\i -

sion. However, a medium-rnachine-gun con)pan}~ of 16 l~ickcrs
was normally attached, and there were availnblc fi)r the support of
e~ch division about t\vo batteries of artillery :ln(l n rcc(mnnissancc
squadron.

‘.
I he artillery was organized into eight rcgilllcllts. I’IIc ]l]ount:liu

regiment consisted of two batteries of 3.7 Ill(junt:lin Ilo\\itzcrs.

Sometimes attached \vas a battery of 4.2 lllortnrs. ‘Ilc field rcgi-

]Iwnt consisted of t\\x) batteries of Z-$-pounders. 111addition, there
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\\crc t\\tJ Ixlttcricx [jt’ tlw{liulll :lrlillcry cx)tlsisting of four 5.5’s
C:lcll.

I‘Ilc :IrIINIrtXlrcc(,illl:liss:lnce squ:ldrons, cqtlippcll \vith tl)e U.S.
sctjllt tnr nlld tl~c IItitisll-lll:l(lc 1Jtllnber nrlmjred car-, were organ-
i~,c(l illtt~ rec{}lln:liss~nce regillmnts, of \\,l]icl\tllerc tvere tl~ree.

‘1’{) cx)nlplete tile list of arl]]nt]wllt, it is (HIIY ncccssary to Mid
tlIrcc SIIMII t:ll}k tlnits, c[][lippcd \\itl\ llri(isl~ Cklltallr tanks of
lilllirc{l scrviccal)ility, :ln{l I;ltcr tl)c U.S. Sherlll:ln.

A cn.s~l:llillspecti<]n ()( this :~rlllatllcnt cstnl)lislmw[~t reveals that
it is Iigllt, c\Fcn I)v Illtnllltnin stnncf;lrd.s. l]:lt-ti~uli~rly striking are
its [Icficicncics in nlflchinc guns nncl nrtillcry. But Iilllitcd ntm~hers
011(1lirepo\\cr of the \veop(Jns were not t’he (rely shortcomings.
Nlllcll of tile e[]llip[lmnt Ilad Iwcn war surplus in tile first place
;Ind ordnance nlaintcllnt]ce \\as dcficicllt.

‘1’lw first cl)angc ill ;trnl:ltnc!lt wils the sul)stitllti(jll of the 60-
111111,for tlw 2-inch Il]ortar. ‘1’his \vM ff)llo\ved by the grndtml
slll~stittttion of tlte HI-111111. for the 3-inch Inortxr. Tile at)sence
(If sllflicicl}r :Irtillcry suitni)le for II)fmntain (}pernti(ms Ilnving been
m~ld, the 75-n Jill. l]:lcl{-ll{J\\~it7.eru,:ls prt)citrcxl al)d (lcliver~ was
III;I(ICill tllc s])ri[lg of 19+8. /\I)attl:ry (J( f(mr g~lns \\nlsptxividtxl
e:lcll ilivisif)tl, a dmw’loplllcllt tllnt \\Jcnt n long way townrxl
incrcasinfg its self-sufiicicncv and its effectiveness in mountain
u,:lrf:lre.

11~’l~cl)rllary, I948, tile c(~lltr;tcting {Iunl)titics of British weap-
{MISilictntcd their cxmcentrnti(m ill certain units. A (!ecision was
rc:lcllcti to replwe tile .303’s, tile Ilren guns, nnd the vickers
lll;lcl~il)e guns in three (Iivisions nnd nine Iigllt-illfillltry Imttolions
\\itll the 1903 ri(lc, the llr[)\vning a~il(]llultic ri(lc, nnd the
Al IO19A-I [l]ilchillc gltn, rcspcctivcly. ‘I-he clmltgc(~\~er was ef-

fcclc(l ill t\\() of the tlIrcc divisitms prior tt) tlm fill:ll Imttlc.
“1’IIc :\(l\,cnt of tllc U.S. light Ill:ichillc g(lil served to bring

:ll)(~llt :! rcol.g:llliz;ltioll” of tllc Ilulcllinc-gtln cstai)lishlllcllt, not only
in tllc three divisi(~lls to I)c U, S.-c(l\lippc[l Imt tllc five flritisl)-
ct]llipped divisi(ms m \\’eIl.‘I-hc Aivisi(m [Ilncllinc-gilll conlpany
\\M replnced I)y a four-gull platoo!l in each infantry battnlion.
“l-his incremed ~he nlachine guns ill the divisi(m fronl an entirely
ina(lw]u;lte 16 to 36, and placed them organically nt the level of
tllcir norlnnl elnploynlcnt.



‘1’0 ]])ccr the I)ccd for :1 (Iircct-fire WC3]JO11s~li[:ll)lc for iltt:icl<-
illg cx~vcrcd eln]Jl:lccl~lcllt\, t\\,(JIw\v \~rcap{Jns\~,crcilltrt)illlcc(l in
July, IYW--—thc 2.36 rocl,ct Inunchcr :Ind rl)c 7$ 111111.rccoillcss
t-iflc. Ilt)cl<ct-lallllcl]er tc:l]l]s ucrc organ imcl oil Il]c l)nsis f}f nitlc
per divisif)n, an~l :] mule-t I:lnsl)t)rtcd rccoilless-rifle c{)ll)]xll~y \v:ls
forll~cd. “I”lle htttcr \\rast,, I)c :v+signcd to tllc lli~llcst coll)i);:lll(ler
ill tlw I)nt[lc arw, \\JII{JCYJIIII.I rc;lssign its clcIIwIIl\ ill ;Iccor(ltII)Ce

u’itll the t:lcticnl l~l:ul on(l ll~c n:l[!lrc of tllc CI)UII)}Jftlrti(ic:lti(~lls.
‘1’llc c;lrlv co]la]]sc of tile ~!lierrill:ls di(l not ])cllllit” (till cv:lltl;ltioll

of rhc uscfu]ness of tl]csc i{c:]l)(jns.
\Vllcn the decision ~vnslc;~clletl to rc-cqllip tlilcc {Iiiisi(,lls \\i[ll

U.S. ;Irl]]s, it was also licci(led to re-equip the c(JttIIII:IIl(l(M Prior
to that date, they had he(.i] e(ltlipped \\’itll tllc ]()? rillc, a high
ratio of 13ren gl[ils, :In(i slli)l)lacl~inc guns, l)tit I)() Ill;lcllinc g(lns.
In this ewe, the hll rifle rnthcr than tllc Spri[lglicl(l rc])l:iccd tlw
.301. Ihcll group rcceivc(l .$Xllro\vning nutt,lll:lli(. ri(lcs t{, rcl)l:lce
a lili~ nulnhcr of Rren g(}lls, and Brcn gtlns on I]i]rl(l ill csccss of
tl)is nul)]l)er \\’cre rct:liilcd. I:i\Jc 2.36 tx)ckcl- l:II Incl Icrs \\fere
i5SLl~\{((II’ ~ groll]) lll;l(’[)i llC-~(111 ])];1[()()11. ‘I”IIC (’oll\”Cl”Sioll” of tll~

co[l)i]]:]n(l(J units \vm Ocut]lllplisl}cd quickly, :111(I:111(i\fc gr(~ill)s
were re-cquippc(l prior [{) the finnl canlpflign.

A coll~p:lrison” l)ct\t’eel) IIIC total nunlhcrs ~)f gltcrrilln :IIItl g~)v
erlllncllt ti’col)olls 1):1s I1(J IIl[)rc sigl}ifitxliluc lIMI1 :1 c(]illl~:lrisoll
bet\\’cen tile tot:ll pcrs(mncl strengths ()[ tile res})ccti!’c f{~rccs. II]

[he early stages of the \\:lr, the gl[errilla, nmll for I)MI1, \\rmm
well-arlllcd as tl~e s(~ldicr of the Nati(]nal Arlll~. Atl nrllly unit
II;}(I Ii{) fidvonrngc in (ircl~(,\tcr over a gucrriil:l I;llil of ctl~litl si~c,
cxccpt \\lIcn tile fornlcl- 1]:1(1the I)cnelit {)f :Irlillcry ;II)(l :lir
sllpport.

‘l-ll:lt Ilw fylcrrillw rc(.(yylixcd tllcir \\c:Il<I]css vis-ivis Illc
artillery {)f Clic ilrll)y is II rcstc(l by their cfff)rls, lJcl\\ccII IIlcir
defeat ill the {ir:il])l]los ill 19-IX :Ind [I)c fin:ll c:ll]l[xligll, to l)l]il~l
up a]] :lrtillerv :~rlll in tl~c I);lse flrcts, partic{ll; lrly \’itsi, \\’llicll.
they occupied the Iongcsl. A rtiilcry picccs of v:{riotls t)l)cs u’crc
obtained, I)ut tllc yserrillos \vcre ull;lhlc to conhritlitc :In cl fcxxivc

artillery ar])l. “l-heir fail(lrc I])fiy I)e attrit)ute[i t{) :1 I:lck (If :lrtillery
kllo\JJ-ilolv;” to tllc actit)ll (}f the air force ill wcl{illg {)llt :In(l
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dcstr[)ying gun positifms; and tf~ imtl)ilify to (d)tain adequate
wpplics of nrtillcry olmnuniti(m.

Ill.

‘l”hc tct-nl “condmt cfhicncv” lls Ilscd Iwlc Cllll)l%lccs such

fiwtors m training, c(mnnnd and stnff ftlncti(ming, discipline,

A mornle.

Any judgment on the trnining of the I)clllocratic Army dc-
pcIlds upfm tile frmllc t)f reference. By ortll(]d(lx stnndatxls, it
wm dcfkicnt in nllmm cvcr~ respect. Obvitwly, Imvcvcr, such
stwtdortls rtrc not sppr~y~riotc. G{lcrrilla w:lrf:lrc ll~s bccll Iittlc
r:lti{m~lizcd I)v tllc :lrlltics of (Iu Iv cstnl)lislw(l g[>vcrmllcnts. For
cwtmplc, mii rcccnrly the U.S. fi1711y Fit/d Scrvicc l{egv/iltio7/.f

devoted tmly eight p:ltmgrflphs to tllc sul)jcct. 1Iistorimlly, gucr-
rilht w~rfarc IMS IX2CIIs practicnl :lrt largely rclwilt frol]l the
ground up wherever the nccti for it flrt)sc. In rcccnt years, it has
I)ccn clnbrwecl by intcrnoti[mfll Conmlunism fis a tactic of revolu-
tion, md dlc en]pl(~yment of pfirtisall ~vnrforc hy the forces of
international Conllll{lnistll will in tilllc foster tllorc cficctivc anti-
guerrilla doctrine.

[n (;rcece, tile l)cll]twr~tic Atmly (lid not lIavc to start from
fllc I}cginnitlg in the dcvchqmlcllt of its t:wtics. It \VilS able to
{Iraw’ qxm n vast rcscrw)ir {Jf procticwl cxl~criclwc. Alnny of its
Icodcrs Imd served ~vith I;.I, AS during the (wc~t}xltion, but n l~ighcr
stfln(lard of pfirtisnll w:lrfarc hnd I)CCIIdcvchq)cd umicr “ritO in
Yufy)slfivin. ‘I”hc ncw Yugoslav AIUIIy Imd lllmly expert pnr-
ti$m ~varriors. The guerrillas of Grcccc I)cncfitcd from their
cxpcricnce.

I;vidcncc \\’as presented t-o tllc Ullitcd Nnti{~lls Conunission
Gmcctming Ftwnticr Incidents tlmt IIlcn l}ickc~l from the refugees
\\lI() fled across tllc Imrdcr folh)wing the :Il)f)rtivc rcvohltion in
( ;rcckc were trained in gltcrrilta wrfarc in Yllgoslovia and Alba-
nia. III Yugoslavia, Slnvic-speaking ( ;rccks ucrc amchcd directly
t{) IIIC nrlny for traillitlg. ‘1’IIc (l)lltll]issioll cxnlllillcd copies of
IIlilitary lll;nuals in the Greek lnnguagc used ft}r tiicorctical ond
practical training in guerrilla warffirc ill Ix)tl] Ytlgoslavin and
Albania. Finally, it was repmtcd tktt prim t{) the formation of
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the Government of I;rcc Greece, Gencrnl N:ltlj, ~ }rugoslilv cvpcrt
in guerrilla warfare, directed guerrilkt ol]cr:ltiolls” (1-011] Sk{)pljc.

Guerrilla leaders, then, were not witll[)lil tllc(~rcti[al tr:lillitlg

in guerrilla warfa rc, but there were fc\\ [llc{)ti\[s :IIIlOIIg IIICII1,

‘1’llcy were practicnl soldiers sclcctccf for tllcir :ll)ilit\’ II) get Illiflgs

done. Failure was ncccpted as cvidcncc of illc~)lll~wtctlcc :111(1tllc

Icnder who failed ~tm rcplnced, T“hc tcll~l},~ f~f ol~crnt it)l)s \[:is

stlch that an incmllpctcnt lender wns S(M)IIcslNw~l.
If the leaders were qualified I)y trnil)ing :111(Icxl)cricllcc itl gticr-

rilla warfare, they \\’ercless so for ortllo{lox Jf,;lrfnrc. “1’IICclFolII-

ti(m tf)wni-d a strntcgy tlmt depcnclcd upo II tllc forl)mtiol)” of l: Irl;Cr

IInits anti upon tllc n~loption of cotl\ellti~~tl:ll l]lilil:lr\, I:l(li($

tct]tlcd to deprive tllc Delnocrntic ArIIt), {)( lc;l[ltlsl]il~ :ttlC(l\i;IIC
to its requirements.

‘1’lw training of tllc fighters varied \\i<{cl\.S(,ttw \tctc ;}s \\cll
(Iualified as regards trnining m the Icndcrs; t11:1[is, cxlwricllcc ill
EI,AS, tntining in tllc satellites, ond cxpcricl}cc ill tl]c ficl(l. ()[Iw[-s

fell fnr short of this, particularly townrd tllc ctl(l of tl~c \\:lr.
‘~railling in the sntcllitcs wzts continued for llcif recruits, Imt tllc
jourllcy there was l(mg and oftcntil))cs impr~c.t ir:ll)lc. ‘1’htls tr:lil)-

ing \vns given locally in loosely org:lllizc[l tr:linillg ccl)tcrs, :IIltl

solllc recruits rcccivcd their only tr:litling ill tllc 1x111(Istllclll-
selves. This training !VS5 Ininiilla!, rnngillg (lt~\\,ll\\,flr(lfr(ull l\\()
lll(>lltlls t(.)nhnost notlli[)g. Iror exn!llplc, rccr{lifs t:llicll :It I<:lr(lllilw
\\’crc given only fiflccll cloys’ troining prior [{) tlwir I):lr[icip:ltioll

in the nttack on Karpcnsi(m. Since muclI {If IIIC tilllc \J.:ls [Icit)tc<l

to political indoctrill:ltiorl, militnry traiuillg cOIII(I h:l\’c illclll(lc(l

little more than the clcrnents of ficldcrafr :]11{1[]:]sic ~~c:lp[~r]s
instruction. Perhaps tl~e best an(i most cxtc!]sivc tr:lil}itlg C:lIIIC

fron) association \\’ith veterans on the jol). ‘1’IIu g~lcr}-ill:l \\lIf)
survived became bnttlc-wise.

If the impression llm been crcatcd tl)at tllc 1]{)Iic}r :11)(1str:ltcg~r

of tllc Conununists \\nsfir[ll and stcndfmt :11211tiltlcs, it Ilxs I)cct]
unintentional. Wllilc :1 cfctnilcd allnlysis ()( ~~l[rrill:l Ic:l(lcrslli])

old guerrilla morfl]c is scorccly pm; tic:ll)lc, v~l]]c itl(lic;lti(~ll of

the confusion thnt l~csct tl)c gucrrillos’ cfrorts [:tll I)c gi~’cll.
“l”IIc grcot mass of the guerrillm \\’crc cnrric(l nloIlg I)y tllc



Ica,lcrsandhy a delugeof ~]r{}l):lgnncla collce:llillg ad\’ersc &vcl-
fq~ll~cuts or rntionnlizing tllcnl in tllc light of the Party line.

“1’hcm wcuc two otxicrs of lllot’ill~ mIK)ng tl)e guerrillas. The
first \vns the lnorale of the Imrd-core Cmuinunists. Initially, a
Iligh proportion of the guerrilhs were of tl)is cast, bllt with the
ill(’rcmc of forced rccruitillg, n nmrnlc prt)l)lclll art)sc. “I”hc Inotmle
(I( [IIC I_I)rcui recruit, t~’llilc not neccss:lrily lt)\\r,\\I:lsof :) di(tcrcnt
(Ir(lcr, It depended upon the al]wunt of his politicnl indoctrina-
ti{m. [Vlwn possil~lc, tile nc\v recruit W:IS sent octwss tl}c borders
fi)r illllf)ctrilliltioll, \Vllcn this c{NII(l not I)c (IOI]C,his in~ioctrimt-
Iif)ll \\’:Ncnrried out io Grcccc. “1’his ttnining being incon)p]etc,
ci~lltinutms propng:md:l had to be rxrricd on u’itl~in (1w lmnds in
{)rdcr (II keep up morale. hlorc time wns spc[~t in this type of
:mi\/it}’ tlmn in l~lilitary trnil\ing. A g(MMlpcrccnt%w of forced
recruits rcsp(m{lctl favoral)ly to ill[l(]ctl.illflti(}t], Imt fcw I)ecame
7.cillots.

I]cginlling citrly in 19+9, the oppotmlnities for [Iw indoctrina-
ti{)ll t)f rcctmits decreased sllorplv I)ccnusc of the incrcnsing
:lggrcssi\Jcness of tl)e nrnly, ~\fIlici~kept gllerrilla units on tlw
llltl\c.”l”llcllctv,l illlitctl tl-nitlillg \\'nsscilrccly :lLlc(ltl:lte tf)c()llvert
:1 f{~rcc(l recruit into :1 hnrdcncd gltcrrillo w,I1Oc(Nlld endure tllc
ri~(~rs of guerrilla life \\,ithtmt ct)lllplnil]r. As 1949 wt)rc on, tile
Ic:l(lcrs Il:ld t)l[)rc nnll nltjre difficulty ill Ill:lintnining Ill(jr:llc. By
.IIIIv, l)rolMI~)ly tllc llmjf]riry of [he 18,500” gllcrrill;ri lvould IMVC
MIrrc II(lcre(l if given :1 cll:lncc; :]ild I)y lhc tilne of the Vitsi :lnd
(;r:tIIuINM I)artlcs, gtwrrilh~ lnoralc \iJ:tsnt tl~c l(}\\~cstcl)l) silwc tile
\t:ll’t of tllc \f’2r.

‘I’IM)sc\\ll~]:lrcillclillcclt orcg:~r(ltl lcCjrecl{ Arllly\\~itllil~t(jlcr-
:lncc for its eorly sl\ou,ing in the :mtiguerrilln \vnr w!(mld (10 well
t(] t~lrll Ixlclc the pages to the ymr 1940. The results nttained in
six lll{mths of cf)llll)nt \\’ith tllc Itnliau Arn~y affotxi a striking
Itulnifcst:ltiim of cimllxtt efficiency. Iractors thflrwent into it were:

,! \\cll-trnillcd lcgtll:ll:lrllly:ls :1 lluclc{w ft)rc~lxlnsion.
“1’r:lil]ctl rcscrvcs.
(l~!lq~ctcllt c{nllllmndcrs ond stnff ofliccrs.
lligl~ Il:l[io!lill lllot’illC, lllliVCrSill ;llld umtinting ptlblic support,

:Iml outstanding comlmt e$prit.



‘I’llcsc f:lcttJrs\\’elc dissip:ltc(l in tllc period bet~~’cell tllc Crcco-
Itali:lll \v:lr:lll{l tlw ivflr witl~ IIlegucrril]m.

l~r,nllApril, 1941.[~)tl~cs~lllllllcr(}f 19-1.5,tllc(Jrccl{ Arll]y (for
;111l~r:lctic:~l l]llrpost~) was nollcsistent , :)nd dllring [Ilis tilllc-lntlcl~
of its l{Ilo\v-lN)\\~}Jds lost.

AI1 ~rnly tliss(}lvcxl (or folli years is Ilot rcl~~lilt if) a [l;Iy, ontl
clr(jrts srilrlc(l in 1{)15 (till not progress r:lpidly< ‘1’loillil)g l)ro-
cccdd slowly, ;md IIlc guerrillo acti\’ity of the frill f)f 1946 follnd
:In :lrll)y Itnl)rcpnrc(l for ncti\~c operations.

III April, 19+7, tlw nrllly s[:lrtcd its first I:lrge-sc:llc olrcnsivc,
:Itld frfjlll tll;lt tilllc tlnw’flrdl its ul]its were so cl)g:lgc(l Illnt trnill -
ing \\Jwtllougilt to I)c itllpractic:ll)[e. Mt)rcovcr, 011 IIIC p;irt ()(
officers \vlKj Iwd l{~ilg been (Icprivc[l of collllllan(l rcsl)()[lsil)ility
or \\IhoI)nd it tllrusr upon ti~eill \\~itho[lt:l(lc(~ll:llc l)rcp:lr:ltif)i]t
dicre \\’:Isn I:IcI{ of :Ipprcci:ltion of the importnncc (If trilining,
p:lrliclll:lrly ill tllc ttl)its. ‘I”lwrc \vfls:l tcll(lcncy t{) feel tll:lt trnil)-
illg \\,itllin”:l unit \\l~icll I):lcl illrc:ld\7 seen acti\~e collll):lt ctlloilc(l.
~1loss of f:)cc for tllc unit ;lIIcI its persollne].

It Illayl)csai(l, thell,tllnt(hc lc\rcl\lf tr:lining in the ;Irllly lle\’cr
cxcwdc(l il)di\liAtlal trnining; ;IIld tlmt :1s tllc older rmcr\’cs were
rcplaccd, the level of indivi(lll:ll training was I)ecwning less sntis-
foctorv. Ill vic\v of” this, interest (Icvel[)pcd in Cllc t cvi(]llsly
neglected ficltl of ~lllit ttnining.

“1’ltissur\~e\’gives :ln in{licntioll of the st;ltc of tr:lillillg, which
was rc[lccrcd in tllc ;IrIIly’s cotlllxlt eficiency. It I\’011111Iw il)cor-
rect to ICXVClhc i{ll~~rcssiol~tlmt tl\e Iinlited vcl]t~lrm ill unit :IIld
fiel(l training (I[lring dw Iwt ycnr of tllc war lll:ldc :1 significnllt
c[mtributioll to victtjrv. lllf:llltr~ still }Jcrforltlc(l Icss cfliciclltly
tlmn could h dcsirctl at tl~eattxcl; in Vitsi in August, [949. llt)\v-
ever, the efforts were of wtluc.

As tlw ortlly cl)j{)ycd il >Ilpcri(lrity of ]() to I ill i)lcll nnd
Ill:ltdricl, its l)rolol~~cd” itml)ilil}, to cli(]]il)ntc tlK ~ucrrill:ls mists
a {Illcstioll M to tllc (Iufllit}’ of its Aircclioi}. lVns [I]c illcllcc[i\~c-
ncss of the nrlny tll{: result of foilltrc of cotIIIII:IIl(lcrs If) cllll)l~)y
c(Iccti\,cl}’ tlw forces ~Jl:icc{l :11tl)cir ~lisp(w~l? I)itl tl\c :lIWI}CC (~f
cf~cctivc Ic:l{lcrsllip I)r{ll(mq II)c \\:]r? ‘I’osolllcc !xtcll[, ” llm!(pcs-
tions II)ust I)c ;~ns\\crcd ill II}C :lflirltmtive. A I:ick of col]]l)ctcnt
and :Iggressive cmlll}landcrs pl:lgucd the ilrmy in 19-!7 ao{l 1948.
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A cotl]paratively low standxrxl of prx}fcssionfll [raining was not
Ilw (rely catlsc of ct)l]]lnand failures. Illlportnnt too were a certnin
I:IcI{ of discip]ille :ll)d tllc al)sence of a strong “\vill to fight.”

III sOIIW collntrics, effective constitutions! harriers have been
cstill)lisl\cd hct\\’cen lnilitary po\\’crnnd dt)lllestic politics. Othcrs
l~avc Iwel} Iesssucccssful in this respect. Greece h:ls been among
[Ilc Inttcr. Pcrsfmnl rclntionships I)ctwcell individual military
ofliccrs illl(t political lenders u’cre not uncomllwnj and lnany mili-
t:lry ofJiccrs Imd clmnncls I)y-passing tl~c :lrnly c(~llll~l:lnti and the
\V:tr Ministry through whii:l) they cf)uld rcacl} tllc govermnent.
Al(~rco\cr, tlic nrll~y c(~ll)llnnd, \vl\icll owed its tenure to the
govcrllnlellt, could nut disregard tile wishes of tllc political figures
\\ht) tunde it up. Thus, the Iltilitnry command’s control over the
;I1-ltlvtclldcd to Ilc circullwrihcd I)y political considerations.

‘l:hcsc n{m!llilitnry inflllcllcts nffectcd nrnly cflicicncy during
tllc early stngcs of the nnti-l)andit war. tncnmpetent officers could
llt)t he discharged without governlnenta] nction, and this was
tiifiicu!t to obtain. .AtteInpts to rcnwve officers were projected
il]to tile realm of politics, where they were not susccptihle of a
s~)ul~ds(~lution. ‘1.hc inat)ility of the nrmy t{) rclnove incompetent
alltl illstll)t)rclillatc officcrstetl(lcti to ciesttx)y respect for authority.
Slll)(~rditlatc c[nl)llvlndcrs fwmsi{mally disregarded orders, confi-
ilcllt tll:lt 11(}grcnt lllisfortttne \v(wltl accrue ro tllcil) through their
(ililllrc ~1)(]l)cy. “I”t)tlw Iml)it of Iullf-lllcns{lrcs ill thccxccuti(nl of
ficl[lf)rtlcls, \i’lliclll }rcv:lile(lill 1947 an(l 1948, nmy henttrihuted
sf)tl)c of the firmly’s lack of SUCCCSS.

Another fnctor tlmt r.mntrilmted to the ineffectiveness of the
:trllly, along with tl)e sttitc of its training and deficiencies in the
l~l{~fcssiollal(lttfilific:ltit) tlsf~f itsofliccrcoq)s,in thcefirliereffort,
lt’;ls tlw I:ICI{ [}f a srr(mg “\vill to fight.” ‘1’llis lack of {)ffcnsive
q)irit, \\’hichNFMrx)mpoilndcd of }ll:lny elcll]cnts, fcd up(m itself.
I)r{)l{mgc(l lack of succcss devchq)ed a sense of frtlstration nnd
(utility. “l-he arnly C;lIIIC to hclicvc tlmt it \vas engfigcd in a
Sis\fpllcau task. “[’he s~lnc (q}cratiotls \IJcrc repeated again and

:lg:lll~, ~111~1there \\’:l!i no cnd ill sight. lVh:lt UVIS tile goo~j” of Y,lc-
rilicillg Illcn find clfort in :1 hokl nttack to seize ail (J)jective,
\\lIcn it wxs ccrmin tilat the s:lllle ohjectivc would Ilave to be
takcll agaiil next monthornext Year? This feeling of hopelessness



rcnchcd its n:ldir \vl Ict] tl)ougl]ts of victory, cngcl)dcrcd by the

early success of tile 1948 cfimpaign, Were dosllcll to tllc grml[lll
by tk gucrrill:l dcfcl]se of tllc Vitsi arc:]. Ailorllcr yur (If ~var
l~;ldpassed :11111tllc end Jtas no nearer, Tile sitli:lti[)n :Ipj)cnred no
better ti)an nt the st:lrt of the cnmpaign.

‘T-his tn:ltigllnncy reccivcd nouristullcnt fr(]lll otl]cr sources.
.Ail]ong tllcm u’m tllc l;lch of disciplil]c. ‘l’lie l):ll)il of (]ucstiollil)g

orders, \\~llich \\Ias ]lw[~tiolled efirlier, affected tllc :Irllly’s confi-

(Ic[lcc ill i[s coI]]IIMIIti ;II)LI Ico(lcrsllip. A spirit of i]~(lwision ~v;ls,
fostered, \\’l~iclllllili(;ltc([ :Igsilwt {Iccisivc ;Ic(i(lll. ‘1’() take decisive’
:lcLioll itlvo]vcs the occqmnrc (}f risks. A I]]isc:llc{ll:lti(jll IIMy
rcsu][ in f’;lil(lrc an(l ucfu+urc. Sillcc tl~c I)andits scltli~l]) nttacl{ul
a large ll}ilitsry forlll:~titln, a c[~lnmandcr \vlN)tci)}poliz.e{i rcduccd
I)is cll:mces of Illql{ing Jii error. ‘l-he illlCti(Jl) ()( ;1 COII1llIOI1(!CI

Inight ll~vc disastrwls cfFects upon :1 canlp:ligll, I)ut if tl)cre were
no errors of colnnlissit)ll 01] his pnrt, it WM (Iifiiclllr [(J pr(mx(i
ag:liust l~il]l. Gmsc(l(lcntly, tile c(]l]]mlnders solllctillles sl]olicd a
tendency to unit Ior the g(lerri!lm to c211 tile Cllcs. I;niluuc to
toke the initiative ptxduccd fear of the cncl]ly’s op:lllilities fiild
wcakctld collfidcn[ e (m tile p:lrt of the arl]]y M to its (JwIl cap3-
I)ilitics. ‘[’his lack ,,f cotllplete self-confidence Icd tllc arlny to
1~’;tvcr ill its I)clicf of ultillxltc victory.

“I”llis ~!c:ll{enillg of a)nfi({cv]cc in ultilll:ltc \’ict(Jry \\’:lsllt~t
ct]nfinc{l l{) IIlc IMIro\\J ficl(l of I)lilit:lry ~’ rilliolls. II cxlcll(lcfl
into tlw \vidcr ficl(l \vhcrc tllc ol)jectivc W;l> tlIc ch[:ll)liblu}lcl)t ()(
sectlrity nnd ccoflolllic \\’cll-t)eing for the pcol)le [~f (ircccc. ‘1’he
Coll)lnunists Imd silccce(lcd in creatiug a siruxtioll tilldcr \\’llich
tllc g(]vernlmmt)s cl~cctivcncss was hnmpcred. If tl~c g(~vcrllll~cnt
\{m inc:lptl)!c (If u(msolidating such goins as ll~c al-llly Illight
Ilt:ll(c, \\’n\’ go 011 \\illl il? WIIy 111:11(cflllillcss xl(.lili{.cs? WIIy
Ilot “pc:llc ;Il ;IIly l~ricx” l~oiv, illslud of l;lter?

‘1’lw s{}l(licr WII(} ll:lti less tl~:lll c(NlfitlrI\cc il) tlw tllti}llatc fjut-
Cot)lc Il;l(l pcl”s(l; ~ glic\/:,l~f-ystll:lt rccl(lcc(l Ilis (Jfrcllsivc s~)irit.

‘I”IIc origill:]l c:)]! :tlw !fcre reservists of tllc OI(ICI”Closscs \vlll)

follgl)t ill IIIC lt;t, \\itl\Itnly. As tllcrc I1;IS for a lotlg Iii]lc II(J
rcplilcc[}lult pr(j~l ttll, IIICSCIl)cn II:](I no proslxc[ (Jl_ relief–-oilly
a vist:l of :1 succex,il)tl of illilitary {)pcrati(ms Itillil [Ilcy stf)l)~w(l x
I)llllctorste}>l)cti(lil a Illitle. Qllite:lpart fr(~lll tllcs(]ltlicr’sfccli!~g



tlult I]c iias hcillg cnlled upon to risk Iifc :IIId Iinlh wllilc younger
II IUI\ \\’:ltcl)cd fro]]) tl)c siilc lines J!’:w I)is c(nlccnl for Ilis falllily.
,\l:III\’of tllme oi{ler nwll w’cre IIl:trric(l n[ld tlwir I):ly ivas so low
IIl:lt tlwir falllilics lived {JII tllc verge of starvation.

i~itl:llly, tl)cre !~crcs{)lllci lcti~’eCol))l]ltll~istsill tl)c ori~~yand a
!filimprc:ld tolernllcc of v;lryil]g degrcesof (lm}lllunist ideologies.
Ikoll(,nlic con~liti(ms in Gi”cccc prodLice(l Illal]y dissatisfied citi-

7cns. G)ll)lllunist tcachinfy, once (irivcn ~lntiergrounti i)y A4etaxas,

goitlc{i c(msi[icrni)le currel]cy Killrillg the (~ccuimtifm and resist-
;IIICC. Ai:llly sf)i(iicrs atl(i cvkl) (~flicers were Illil(ily t(}icrant of
(h,lllllltlnist icict]lt)gics :ln~i pt)ssil)l}z ct’cn sylllixltlwtic rt)w:lrxi tiw
g(lcrrill;t Mltsc, ‘i’() Cv:llu:ltc this ~ilCtor olie IIlust rcc:lii tilnt tile
isstlc Ixmvccll %)vict cxpansi(jllist (l~l~l!ll[tnislll an(l cicllloctztcy
Iln(i IIOL i)ecllclexriy cicfine(i. lly gainil]g cxmtroi of tile resistance
Illovcl)lcnt{iuring Woriti \V:lr II, the G)inlnunists Im{i icicntific~i
tlwlllseives with the cicfclwe of Greece. “1’illls they Iutti g:~ncci as
~ltiiwrcnts mnny patriotic Greeks. it woulci tai(e time for tiwm to
recognize tile cimnge(i situation-that tile guerrillas m) ionger
foilgi]t ff]r(;rcecennli frce[i(ml, imr fortllc I<rcllliill:lll(isi:lvery.

I’lw IIIul(eIIui {~llct~sive si)irit, pr~)(iucl of tiwsc lllolly factors,
Ill:lllifcstcli itscif in cott)il)antict’s in a fiisinciination tt~ con]e to
rc:ll gril)s ufirll tile encllly. In the s(~itiier, it restllteti in tile ticgen-
cratitm of tllc i):lttic into n i>nltrocteli I(mg-rallgc fire figi}t from
ftilicll tllc gtlcrrilin lv:ls ni)ic t{) tiiscnfygc :lt uiii$ “i’ilerc was no
real cf~{lrt to ciose witil i~in~to secure i~is ciestruction. Tile net
rcstllt tvfis intiecisive nction.

i~.[li)rts lll~~ie i)y tllc Ilritisi} an[i American lnissions i]rior to
1949 tf) ilcrs~lfitie tl~e fy)vetulnlent to give tile nrll)y a free rein in
Iiw cx)n(iuct of oi)er:lrions, anti to encour~ge tile” anl)y to tai{e
tllt~rc :Iggrcssivc :Iction, !~’cre not to{) pn)(itlctive. it w:15 not untii
tlw <I:lri{ weci(s of tile \’itsi Stiliell)ilte of 1948, when narionai
il)ornle (irol~i~e(i to :ln all-time iow, ti~at the govermllent took a
s(ll)srantinl stci> t{) illli)rove tile situari(m. In Octoi)er, l’rillle klin-
ister Soi)llouiis” wrote Generai Aicxancier Papqps i)t-(q)osing ti~nt
IIC;Iccci)t sl[i)rcl]]ccol)lll):l[l(i of tiw Greci{ ianti forces.

(; C[lCIII i’:lp;lgl)s, :Iiti}(mgh Iloi(iing fin Iml)or:lry fli)i]{)intillcnt
in tlw (;{)tlrt, ~vas in llliiitnry retirclllcnt ilt tile tilne. Prior to
\\’IIrl(i \Var ii, i}e imi i)etm Ci~icf of the Arn}y General Staff.



UpIm Grcccc’s illvolvclllcnt in tl~at wlr, IJC Imc:lll)c (~{JIIIII\:IIIdCr
il] (.llicf {~f rlw Arnly. In this capilcity, he Ilad (Iirc{.tcd (IIC arIIIy
ill tl~c w!nr :qyilwt ltnly. ‘1’lm <Jcrlllan {Jccllp:llioll of (;rcccc 31)(I
llisillli~lisolllllcllt in Gcr]llntly deprived tllc (;cI)eMl, IIlltil :1 l:ltcr
date, of n full l)]casut-c of recognition for tl~is scrvicc. Ncvertl~c-
ICSS,l~isn)i]itary reputati{,l} ,vas establislw(l Nnd Iw ,,:Is lillivcrwlly
respcctcd ;1s a p:ltriot.

C;cncr;Il Etpagos did Il{)t i[unlediatc]y accept [Ilc g{)vcrl)[llcnt’s
Propo$l].” ] ]C rCpliCd dl;l[ !IC CO(ll(! (10 S() ol)!y if C’Cl’[:lill C’ollditiollS”

\\’crc atxcptd I)y tl)c govcrl~lllcnt. ‘1’l)cse l)ro\/i\i{)t)s illcl(l(lc(l,

;Ill)ong otl)cr tllil]gs, tlw cst;lblisllll)cnt of l~is jllris(li(. [ion m (11111-

II I:lntlcr ill Cl)iui ivitl~ pt)~icr to divcct t)pcroti~)lls, to tlcci[lc al!
Ilhlttcrs pcrt:lini[~g to Inilit:]ry orgxnizfltion , :111(111) ])f)st ;111(1ll”alls-

icr offi( rs. I ic \vasto lM\Jc“the right to rcctli to ;Iclivc (Iury any

rcti h ,)fliccr, \\llereas I)() retired oi?iccrs \J,crc to I)c rccwlld
\villlollt I)is ;I1)I)IX)V:I1.‘1’IIc govcrnll)cnt, oftcr l(JIIg (Icl):ltc, K-
cq)td these pt~)visos.

‘l”hc inmnccs ~vhere it is possible to put a fiilgcr on Ic:ldcrship
:111(1its \/:llIIc ii] :1 crisis :IK rnrcr tl);~ll lnilit:]r~r Ilistorics wOIII(I
II:IVCus l)clic\c, tlIc n)lc {Jf’ tlw CI)IIIIIIandCI is l’jitcl~ cx:lggcrilrc(l.
Il\lt l%png~)s !I.Id qualific:ltions that were IICC(ICIIat this tifnc.
ll:ivillg rcf[lsc(l to accept tl]c ~)ost as G) II) IIUII1(ICI ii] {I)icf until

far-rc:lching c(,inlnitllm)(s :IS to his ntlthority II;I(I l)ccn III:\dc, hc

W:IS in :1 ~)osirioll” to exert ;I firll) (lircction on IIlc coII(lIIc[ oi t)lili-

tary operations. Such direction was nctxic(l at this titllc to exploit
f(llly the m211y fnvorat)le foctors in the situntioll tllqt IMC1 Imcn

crc:lte(l l)y U.S. nssist:lncc, tile falting out of ‘1’ito a[)d tllc CjO1llill-

forll}, :md tl)c increasing rcxx)fy]iti(m of tile trtlc Imturc of the
g(l~rl-ill;l \v;lr i]) ~r~cc~.

N() dc\~ch)pl)lcllt Coll](l !1OVC hell IIIorc ior[tli tolls” tl):ln ~lIc

appointvl}cnt 01 Papngos. Il)lprovelllclltsi lllllcc flcctivc[lcssof” the

anuy \vwc alrc;dy under \\’ay and the I)egitll}il)gs of decisive

:lction lvcrc noticeal)k. Ilowcvcr, it wm Pap;Igos \vlI() coIlsoli-”

darc(t tlmc gnills and I)rougl)t tllc army to tllc fruitiou of its

p(J[cllti:llitics. llc rcstorc(t Aisci])lillc ill tlIc ;IIIlly I)y IIIC rtllt)lcss

rcn)oval of (Ills llitol)lc ofliccrs. He stressed aggmsivc nctiol) ;In(l

ordered IIIC (Ircck ArIIIcd Forces into a series of offct]sive opcrn-
tions \vllicll dq)rivcd t.lIc :ucrrilla of tl)c initiotivc :11111NffI)r(lc(l



llill~ I)(J Ircspitc. Ilc gave tllc guerrillas no opl)ort~lnity” to rccru I.
r(l)l:l(.cl)wnts for tllcir incwnsi[lg I)attlc c:lstl:lltics, I){lt Imrrieci
[Ilci]l Illltil lllc~ }!’crc [Irivcll fr{)lll (“;rccce.

[Ill(lc’t’ Pap:l&, (IIC ftIIIIV tvits galvmlizcd into action. Its fnan-
l)()\\cr \tns Ilot illcremc(l, ;ts training was not greatly ilnprovecf,
:111(I(l~crc lvns 110significant incrcitse itl its ctl(iipnlent. “1’lle arll)y
tJ:lh sill]l)ly II);](Ic to do \vhat it }vns cop:ll)lc of doil]g, and no
IIIIIIC tll:]ll this If’;]s tlwn IIcctlc(l to g3irl tllc \’ictory. Scvr31 Iltollths
;I(IC’I-IIIC al)l)oilltlllu)l of Palxlg[)s as COIIulIoIIdcr il] (. H)icf, d)c
\l:ll”\\’:ls;lt :111(211(!.

‘l’lll-OIIgl} tl~c npi)ointlllcnt of Papngos, tile ild\riSol~ functions
t)f [lie U.S. aIId Ilritisll Alilittry Alissi(ms GIIIIC into tl~cir own as
il IIIC:II]Sof increasing the effi;icnc\~ of tile nr]])y. ‘1’he nlissions
Ill{,vi{lc[l n llwchal~islll I)y fvhich ‘faults in thc”arlny down to
(Iit,isit)ll Imrcl could IW I)rought to tile attentiwl of the Com-
II I:ln(lcr in Cllicf, :ll(mg with illlpnrtial advice and reco~ll[nenda-
li(llls fflr illl])lovclllc[lts. TIIC v~l(lc of tile lllissi(ms depended not
(~tll}~111)1)1)tl)eir acceptance I)(It upon the ability of the Conl-
III:Ii)tlcr in Chief to ill)plclllent their l“cct)ljlll~cl~tl:ltiolls. Papagos
11:1(1,l)ri(~r to I\is app(jintnlent, sought to restrict the influence
of tlIc II]issiojls. Ilo\\,ever, following I]is nppointtnent, he gave

CICI}’ illdicntion of apprecintinrg the value of their services. A4rsre-
IIvcr, ~llllikc I}is prc(!cccssors, l~c was cfipnl)lc of ilu}~lclllenting
IIlcir l.cc(]l]llllcil( l:lti(}lls. IIis sltcccss MM ({UC ill 110 SIII:lII prt to
[IICIIl:lllilcr il) u’llici~ hc acceptccl tllc n(ivicc and rccoll]lllcll(l:ltio[ls”
~J1’tl)c LJ.S. ;III(I Illitisll IIlissi{)lls, :Illtl Illiltlc ftlll ~lsc of tllclll.

Iv.

I Ilucc :Cogl:l~)lliCill factors entct’ ptmlninently into a c{)lwidcra-
ti(jll 1)( tl~e disposition of forces. These arc the frontier, the
Ilt{)unl:lins, and the sea. I’llc influence of the sea and its inlpor-
t:lncc as a II)CWI)Sof ct)tl}llltlllic:~tiol~ arc discusse{! later. me frml-
ticr l}}:)}’ I}c rcg;lr(lcd as the source of the ivar m well as the
(IIC:lICS[”;Ill} ()[ (Iw l)clilt)cr:ltic ArIIIy ill prolo[lbrillbr” it. ‘1’lle.+
IIlotlnt:li[ls, roo,” \\crc an asset of illestil)]ahlc value to tlw gucrrillm.
\\’illl{~ul tlmlt~, tlw war in Crccce txmkl scarcely l)ovc I)ecll
sllw:lil)cll.



Ftl)lll [Ilc st:ul.llmint of tllC GrCCliS, defense of tlIc frontier is
a }lctuIleaII tilsl,. JrroIII IIIe A(it-iatic to tlw ‘1’llrkisll lmrder,
tlw fr~lllticr Ilw:l)llrcs ])}{)rc tll:l(l 700” Illilcs. [f (;wecc’s cigllt
\\’al-til)]edivisions were disposed al[)llg the I){)r(icl-, [Ilc average
divisi{)no! frontauc JvoLIId I)c neor]y 100 Il]iles. I][lt its lcngtll is
only a part of 11(c problcill. The trace of tile frol}ricr, running
fl’{Jill OI]Cend t, [he ot]lcl- thtx)ugh z IIIIZC of nlountains, has no
dcfcl~sivc strengl!l. ‘r. tllc Il{)rtll lie otl~er II)otlntxil}s, Iwrll]i[ting
(Icfcilsc 1)11succ~ .<ivc p{)silions, I)ut tllc c(wstnl l)l:lil~ tf) {Ilc 5011(11
affords I]() such l~t)ssil)ilitics. ‘rhtls, tllchistulic I-(NIt CS l)ct\\wcll the

Acgefln 311(1 tl]e central lk]lkans, which cross tllc frollticr in tile
valleys of tllc Stlilllon zn(l tllc <ixios ~r}d at rllc Alollastir {;ap,
I)rcju{lice (iefenst: of the frontier fr(ml the sOUIII f;lr Illore than
frol)l tllc north, I,ong al}(l dcfel]sivcly wcnl{, tl)c I]order is also
i[laccessil)le. Except IIcar ll~e rolltes just Ilamed, it is rcn)otc anti
c(~l)l[lltlllictltif)rl \\’ithit is itlnl(jst nonexistent. orlilod{)x lllilitary
fornlatio[ls cann,, t (Iperntc Ihere, and Illollntaill units c:lI1 I]wvc
;In[i I)e su])plic(! only witlt [Iifticulty.

An ndditiollal disadval]~.ige t{) the Greeks ill dcfel~ding tlw
fr[ll)tieristhnt tl,eeast\\,artl projection has no dcplll, ‘1’i)cscac(mt
lies only :1 few IIliles fr(,l]l ~he frontier , qnd in this rcgif)n, lateral
col)ll)ltl[licqti{)l~s on Ialld arc lilllite(i to onc rend :llld {me rnilrx)ad,
l)f)tl~ vull~cral)lc to attnck,

(;lcccciscol)tl)osccl(]f” Illt)tlllt:lills i[ltcrspersc(l withsllmll, inter-
Illollt;lllc valleys, “1’llc l)il~d~ts A40untains cxtcll(l soutlwast~:lr(l
fr(,lll tllc Alb;ll)i;l[l 1)01-LICI 160 Il)ilcs to the (;(ilf of Ct]rintll. A
stjlltll\\,ard cxtctlsion rises ill tllc Peloponllesus. ‘1’llc range vxlies
in widt]l from 40 to 60 tlliles. Its nlaxilnuln I)cight is 7,500 feet,
aTld it constitutes a nearly perfect barrier to cast-west cmnnlu-
llication between the Ali):ll~ian border and tllc G(llf of Corinth.
l\’letsovan Pnss, however, transits the barrier in north-central
Greccc at an elevation (,f about 5,000 feet. Ground movement
allywhcrc in tllc ]li Ild LIS is Iin)ited by deep, narrow val]cys having
fcw flood plains.

AII(){l)~r ltlf~lll)t:lill Il)ilss, AloUIItS f~cril)i(]ll-o lylll]]tls-oss:l-”
Pclion, f{)rlns a seitlicirc}]lilr arc aloflg tile western coast of the

Acgcal] s(jlltl~ofSfilollil{~,” ltrcacl~es i[llan(l ati[ssolltllct-lle xtrcll)-
ity t{) join witl~ the Pilldus range south of ‘ilcssaly Plain. A wide
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plntcou joins this ums u’ith the l)iIIdIIS ni)rtll t)f the sanw plain.
Along tl)c m)rthcrll coast of the Acgc:m, tllc Rhodopc Moun-

tnins extend from Ilulgnrin into cnstctm Afl:lcc(hmin nnd “l-hracc.
Althtmgh m)t m higl~ ~s tllc l’illd~ls, this rnilgc, tl)(}, is steep and
Illggc(l.

Ilccatlsc of tltcsc nltmt~tflills OIId i)tl)cls of lesser significance,
Iltovenlcnt in Greece is clmnncli7,cd sl(mg tllc fcw routes follow-
ing tile passes tllnt contlcct tllc illtcn]ttmtnnc valleys. Elsewhere,
pnrticuinrly in tile Pill(lus, grent nrcm mn bc rcncllcd only on foot
or I)y mule. MilitnrV fornl~ti(ms cnnnot operate ill these areas,
nnd they have trndi_tionnlly elljoyc[l considcrnblc frccfiom from
the poli~cpowcrof tllevari(~[ls g~)vcrtllllcllts tlmt lMVCcontrolled
tl~c territory tllrouglwut its cwllplicatccl Ilistory. Ninny of these
nrcm Imvc been used for gcncrati(ms I)y h:lndits as opcratiug
IXMCSand snnctunrics.

“l%c first octi\~ity of tllc I)on(ls was c(}llfillc(l to nrcm nlong the

m)rtllctm I){)rdcrs, IIcrc the I)fill<ls ctljoycd n tncticttl fldvnntngc
S(WII M is rnrcly gi\~cn to nny I)clligcrcllt. ‘I’l Icy could not IX
decisively cngngcd. Whcncvcr they \\’crc lKIId I)rcsscd, tl~cysilm

ply withdrew across the Ix)rdcr.
‘I-he Pil~cltls rntlgc, l)ct\vecll Alcts()t~al~al]dtllcGt1lf of Corintl~,

nnd the range l)ct\\’ccn Ircrll)itm nlld Pclion provided perhaps
n {IIMCNarcns suital)lc for gtlcrrill:l (Ipcr:ltif)lw ‘l”hcy \vcrc pro-
tcctcd by tllcir inacccssit)ility. Irrolll tlwlll it \\vMpossible \vithin

a fcw hours to mid villages 011 the plnil]s :lnd harass the roads
winding through tllc nnrro\v v:lllcys. Al~~\’clllclltfroll~ onc nrca to
another Wm m)llqxtr:ltivcly c:lsy, Imrticularly It night< ‘1’hcsc
nrcas were organized 0s Ixwcs of {Ipcrntif)m, Imt tllc lmnds were
m)t c(m]mitlcd to tllcir dcfcnsc. “I”llcy f(Jll{l\tcd guerrilln tnctics
here, moving frolll fircfi to nrc:l to fl\’~)i[lIwillg cllgfigcd,

‘I”hc estnhlish[llcnt of collcctltl:tti~~ils ill south nmi central
Grcccc involved nn additionoi c(~llllllittlwllt ()(1 tllc part of the
gucrritl:l high conmmd. A Iillc of ci]llilllllllicotio[ls by which
sul)plics could bc f(~rwulrdcclt[~tl}csc ct)llcclltl”:ltit)l}s \vm essential.
As the govcrtllllcnt ft)rccs c(mttx)llcd tllc cstal)lishcd rmttcs, the
Pilldus rnngc was used for this Imrposc. All :IICI of the northern
Pilldus M to bcsccurcd to protect tl~c I)oillt at which supplies

could I)c moved frolll Allmin or Yugmlnvia into Gr-cccc for for-
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warding via the Pindus route. To ll]cct this rc(li[it-cl]lcllt, [Ill
guerrillas conll]litted thenlsclves to tllc (icfcIlsc of tllc I):lsc :iI-r:I’i

of Grammos mld Vitsi. Although nltcrll:ltrs I{J tllc Pill{l(ls It)III(
wet-c sometin]cs used, tl~is decision rclll:lillctl :! kc}’s(~)llc II( tl]cil
strategy until tltc cm! of the wfir.

When the IMSCareas wcrc thrcatcllc(], IIIC gllcrlii!:ls tc,I~,ilI)I,II

their harassing xttacks elscwhcrc t~~ (Iiicrt g(IVCl-rlIllCllt f(II-C(m

from that front. During tllc 1948 c:ll)il):li[~l), [Iw grc:ltcst- cl~~)li
was made irr the Peloponncsus, Jvllcrc tl~crc IKI{I I)ccil Iittlc l)rc

vious activity, Because few govcrnI)lr3]t troo})s” \\’crc in tl)fit :IIc:I,
theguerrillaswcre very successful. Whet I tllc nrl]l~ tlcl:l~e{l SCII(I

ing reinforcenlcnts, several clcputies fr(llll rllc l)Cl~~lXJl)IlCSIlS\\,ill~
drew from the governnlcnr. The polic\ (,f l~t,llrci[l(,)rcc[]]~l]t ,,:,,
followed, however, until tl~c stalclll:l~c ill \7i(si IKWIIIC \\itltvl
bound, when nn ovcrwhcllnitlg force ,I:IS srl]t to tl]c l)ClOl)t)II

nesus. The gucrrilkrs had grown I)y tll:lt titllc to ;I strcngtl) (I1

3,so0, but their disposition was truf:lt(]r:ll,lc. ‘1’llc Il;l\,:ll I);llrt)l i!)

the Gulf of Corinth prcvcntcd tl}cir CSC:lIJCt{I tl~c lll:lilll:ll~d, :11](I
the ~uerrillas ill the Peloponncsus were li(l~ii~l:ltctl itl cflll}, [010.”

The establisluncnt of concentrntiolls irl s{)~ltll :111(1‘mtIt I:II
Greece and the [)a:e areas in the northctm l’il]d~ls did not lIIC:II,
that the other nrcas along the rrorthcrr) fronricr were illnctiv~tc(l.
On the contrary, perhaps six Illountflir] tcgiolvi :l(ljnccl~t t,) Y~I~t)

slnvirr and Bulgnria were used intcr]llittcllll V m (q)cr:ltitlg bmm,
and approxim~tcly one-fifth of the tt)t:ll g(lcrrilln strcrlgtl) !I,;IS
disposed there. A great advantage’cllj{)~c{l I)Y tl)c gucrrillwi (Il)cI
nting in Maccdonin and Tllracc \\J~stllcir :;l)ility to IIN)VCfro!))
area to area under cover of the frol)[icr. }’t Igosl:I\i~ {Jcc{lllic[l :]
central position in this covcrc’d ro(ltc of collllltlll)ic:lti{)l]s. ‘I”llt

Tito-Cominforlll rift, tl~ercforc, with IIIV tr,{llt:lllt (I,KIIIC (If 1111
l)ordcr, ‘wls 2 serious blo!v m rcg:lr~lf lIIc (Iisi){)sil if)ll of 111{
guerrillas.

In the 1948 cnlllpnign, the gucrrill;ls t!crc :IIIIC to r~l)l){Isc tllvil
mainstrength to the army first in the (; I:IIIIIII(H , :1!)[1 s(lllsc(lwllll\
inthe Vitsi regions. in 1949, tllrx)ugll f)cc[l})l’ill~ I)otll ;lIc:ls 5illllli
taneously, the}~ nllowed their forces t~~Iw”sl)lil. ‘I”llc :llrll}r cot!
ducted its co;]ccntration so that tllc g~lcrrill:ri \tcrc IIIt:Il)lc t~)

determine wl~crc the main effort fvm to I]c tII:I(lc. l;{~lll~i~irl~ :)
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I){)lding nttack ill (~rmIIlll[)s, lhc nttack wns delivered in Vitsi.
‘1’l)c f)perntiotl lvns tx)mplclml s{) quickly that m) willforcelllellt
MFaSpossil)le. ‘l”IIc Vitsi force \vas so disorganized and cienmd-
ized tll:lt it was unat)le to reinforce the GraInmos position. The
gnerrillm had com]l]itted tlw fatal error of allowing their forces
tt) I)c divi(lell. l-hey lMd perlml)s anticipflted thnt they woLIld be

al)!ctosllift forces fr{)ll)oncarc:l to tlwothcrastlwy I)ad ill 19+8.
‘1’llcir innl)ility to do so contril)uted to their defeat.

As of 19+7, the nrllly kv;ls organ iy.ed into an arll]y command
nnd t\t’o corps. ‘1’hc forlller was I[)cntcd at VOlos; tile latter at
l,alissnnI}(iSalotlil{:l, respectively. At tl]istinlc, fotlr(livisiol]s:~[~d”
tufo intlepcndent I]riga(lcs ossigncd t{) (N]Ccorps were disposed in
‘1’lwssflly, I;pirus, and ccl)tral Alnccdollia. ‘I’lllccl livisif)fls and OIIC
il)(lcpctldcnt I)rigndc assigl)ml tt) tl]c other c[)rl)s tvere h)cntcd in
cmtcrn Alaccdollia ill~d ‘1’hr;lce, ood four imiq)clldcnt I)rigndes
were ~lispt)sc({ i}} s~)tttlmrn {ircccc am{ tlw Pcl{qx)nncsm. Sul)sc-
{Iuelltly a tllirci corps ivas activated. l-he assify)lnent of corps areas
an(l the Aispositi(m of troops varied thereafter in mxxsrdance with
{q>cratio[lal requirements,

(;rcecc Ilas tllrcc IIlajf)r Iincs of knd c{)llllllllllicatiolls. One
}),ll-:IIICISthe t)in~ltls twlge 011 tile west to connect tile ~ulf of
(l)rilltll ~titl~ the Alt)al)inn I)or[ler. A sec(IIId, passing I)etwcen the
I’il)tllls :IIICI tllc \rcrl)~if)tl-l’cliot) ri]ngc, connccrs Atticn with
S;llol)il{:l, tlIc l\141n:lstir(;:1]), :IIId IIIC sit]glc lil)c (If mst-west ct)l 11-

lllunic:ltiol]s, ‘1’IIc tllirtl folh)wrs tl~e llf)rtll slmrc of the Aegean
l);lr:lllclillg tl)e Ilortllern frol)ticr, I’he In:ljority of tllc towm arc
:,it~liltc(l 011(II nwr tl)csc tl]rec rt)lltcs. \\ritll tl]c ~ucrrillivi cxerc is-
illg :I })rccariow I)ut tcnaci[)us control over tll~ lllounttiill areas
I)f’ IIIC I’indt)s range, the \rerlllion-Pclioll range, find along the
I1OIIIICIII I)orllcrs of Al:lcul{)ui:l and ‘1’hr:]cc, tllcsc IX)IIICSonci the
t{)Jllls sc:)ttcrc{i aiImg ti)cm were cxtrcl}]ely vull)crai)le. l;rom
(~i)cratitlg i)ascs in tile umun[ains, tile guerrillas couid reaciiiy
cicsccIIci to ilarfiss tilcnl at noy point. “1’hc wor, ti}creff)re, devei-
iIpcti M :1war witl)our a fixc(i front.

()~fil}g to tl~c ciisi){)sition-of-forctxi” f:tctort ti~c gtlcrriiia hnci tim
il~ivantage of fy)mi terrain for cvxsi(m an{i for ciefense. ‘I”ile nortil-
CIII frf)llticr, i)ei}inci wi)ich i]c v’ns ai)ie to conduct aii manner
fIf’ l]lilitary nctivity in alCilS licnieti to the arn)y, was n i)articuiar



:Idvnntngc. ‘1 ilis \vLIstHllcclcd in part I)y }’~lg{jslnvi:l’s support
fl)lh)ving tlw ‘l-ito-Colllillf{)rl)l” split. C)Iltsitlc tllc l){)rtllcrll I)asc
areas, where (Ile nrtl]~ c(mtr-ollec] the rf)utes of co~lltlt[lt]icatiol~”
;Ind tile guerrillas oper; l{cll frf]lll :ldjaccl)t and intcrvclling nwun-
tain nrcas, the war dev{lopcd as a wm- ufitlu)ut a front. Ilere tk
;tr]]~y's c()t]tr[)l ()fc()llll))(]llicntic) Ilsgavc itstrnrcgic (Icxil)ilitynll(l
t:l~ti~ill stnying p[)\!cl’, Whcncvcr atm)y fi)r(:cs vcl}tllrc(l off the
cstfit)lished rx)tltes, ;1s tllcy I]ad to in order to cngngc tl)c gucrril]a,
tllcy foUlld tllc tcrr:lil) tllc greatest Ol)st;lclc. ‘1’IIC gllC1’rilli\ 1)1][1

superior ol)scivnti(m, [IIC nl)ility to cxcclltc r:l])i{l tacticnl muvc-’
Il)cntst ;Ind tllc ability 1<)interpose tcrrnill ~)l)sl:lclcs I)ctwccll l~inl-
SClf illl(l tll~ gt)vcrmllcilt forCCS.

‘I’l)cg~lcrrill:l’s cotltl(,l [)fcoll]l]ltlllic:lti otls[)lltsiiletl }c” I)wc;lrcils
Ivas of a h)~v order. ‘1’l~isin(lllenccd advct-scly I)is :ll)iliry to c{)n-
CClltriltL! forces and tt) supply tlwl]], particlll;)rly (luring a pro-
Il”:lctcd Cllgngclllcl)t. ‘I’l)is ~lis:;(lv:ltlt:lgc ~!oslllii)ill); ]lsf) Iong:ls the
l)cl)wcratic Army cx)nductc[i guerrilla-type {)pcr:ltions using
sl]];}ll I)ands. It greu in significance :1s {I)c l):ll)ds f{)rl]lccl into
I)ntta]ions, brigades, an(i divisions.

In cnch day of col]~l,:lt,tl)c U.S. soldicr~wcs 37 poulllis of sup-
plies, incluclil)g: 6 potlnds of rations, 6 potlnds of c(luip])lcltt,
5 ]]f)Lll]& of fuel allcl (*ii, and 20 poIIn(ls of zllllltuniti[)n. [lad tile
jylcrrill:ls Ilsc{l sul>p]ics 011 ;1 cOI)II)31”:II)IC I):lsis, Illcir 25,()()() IIICII
\v{mld lla\rc Itccdcd I Illillit)ll pOUUdS(jr +09 2J&[t~II tiiicl{lt);l(ls
tl:lily. Nec{llcss to say, they did not usc su])l)]ics ()!) this smlc.

‘l”llc nvcrogc gucrrill;l w;]s inured to har(is[lil). his l]cc(ls Ilfcrc

few. IIc ww s:]tisficd with is diet of I)watl, IIlilk, CIKCSC,I;IIII!),
3nd goat. SIIch irct}ls 2s salt, sugar, cuffce, :Itld tt)l)actx) Ivcrc
difficult to cfm]e I)y al](l }vcm sol])climcs ]llissi[lq. 1Iis c(]uipl]]cntL
cx)nlpriscd I)(x)ts, clotllil)g, ;l I)lnnkct, :1 h]tifc or I);lvol) et, :111(1:1

fire;lrnl. A4eilical supplies, while negligil)lc on a pro rata I)nsis,
did in the augregatc cf,llstitute a significant (I(lnlltity. ‘I”hc alllllIu-
nitioll carried on the illdividllfil was 20--30 rollllds, \\,l~ilc200--300
\\”crccflrrie(l for ]I]acltinc guns. Oy{,ing 10 tl)is IOIV i(liti:]l ;Illf)\v-
;Incc :lnd the difictllt}’ of cfl’ecting resupply ill coi)ll):lt, ;lilllllutti-
tit)ll \\’ilS\lSCdSl)Orillgl)r. ‘1’IIc ]I]ine, Ju)wcvcr, Iv;]s (KC(Icxtcnsivcly.

In considcril~g al)tl])l[l~ition requircl])cnts, :1 (Iistincri{)ll lllllst l)c



III:!(IC ljcX\\wcntrm)ps t)pcr:lti[lg within tllc defending base areas
:Il)d tllosc (Jpcrilting clsc\vhere. “l-he number of artillery, antitank
:Illd :Intiilircraft guns nnd heavy nlortats in the forlner areas
incrcnscd requirelncllts there, Ch])itting this specinl case, the daily
rcs~ll)ply for the average gucrril]n did not exceed s pounds made
li~~:1s folloi~s:” rations, 3 l)ollll(ls;e fl(lil}l))el]t, 1 poun(l; and amnm-
lliti~)[l, I pound-q total of 5 p~llnds.

“1’IIcrequirement for trtinsport prwlxtl)ly vnr-ied between 1 and
~ l)~~IIII&pcr {Iily for CafJII gllcrrill:l operating in solltll and central

(; ICCCC. “I”llisscen]s ilwignificant, but ncitlwr tl~e supplies nor their
tlu:ll]tity were insignificant. Without these supplies, which could
I){)t I)e ol)tained Ioc:llly, the guerrillas cOUI(I il(~t f\lnction effec-
ti\cly. ‘I”hcy were vital, therefore, to guerrilht operations.

lri\’c tlmusand guerrillas in south and centrol (jrecce \vould
luI\c tiscd 50-100” :Inill)nl toa(ls daily. “1’:lliillg 120 Illilcs ns the

:t\’cr:lgc (Iistance t’rf)tl] the I)ose arms to tllc uscw, tlw turn-around

til)lc \\wi in the Ilcighl)orlwoci” of two weeks. ‘l”hus, 700-1400

al)iltl:lls \vould have l)ecn employed constot)tly in this tmffic, even

if 110 :tlloIJFnncc is Illade for losses in transit. “l-hesc were actually
(Iuitc high. AIuIc trains were intercepted frctluently I)y the air
fol-ce{)ra[lllyutlitsallcl (I:llll:lgecl (]r{lestroyecl.

‘l”lle prol)len)s involved in organizing the rotlting and protection
~Jf tllc slll)l)ty~trnins tlloving Imwccn tllc ke areas and tile I)ands.
in cclmwl nud southern Creece were t]lany. ‘l%ey \vere greatest

\\l~cIItile anl}y was active. I)uring s\IclI til]]cs, tl)c I)ondits \vcre

cxl]cll{ling Illorc sul>plies tllotl l\orl\l:llly. ‘1’hcy \\ferc forced to
:Il)nn<loIl stores ttutt c(mld not hc cfirricd. “1’hcy were Ilnable to
rc~ll]isition supplies in areas through which they might be passing,
:1s tl)is rook tillle nnd provided ill forlllation to tile arlny. Sinli-
I:lrly, r:lids upon to\vns or arllly stores were impracticable.
I:in:llly, the n~u!e trains from tile north Ilad grenter difficulty in
gcttillg tl]rougll, ni}d not infrequently the b~nds were unable to

keep rlleir rendezvous \vith such trains. on top of this, greater

IIll[l}l)crs of cmmrltics reqllircd el’:lcuation to the Ilortl). On many

(Iccwiolls, I)allds expcricllccd Iotxl nn(l tcll]porary shf)rtngcs of
sIIpl)l}’ (I(lc to tl)esc factors. l~llril)g tllc 1949 cnt}llxtign, lwwcvcr,
(Iw ~llmr:ttit)lls f)f tile nrvny st) rcduccxi the effcctivcncss of the



gtlerrilla supply systell) M to render it incapnl]le of Illeeting tlw
lllininlunj I]ecds of the Imnds in south anti ccnttztl Grccwe.

YUgoSlilViil occupied:] ltcypositiol~ in tlw pr(J\isi(Jll of foreign
aid to the Greek guerrillas. It Il;ld n pivotal position gcx)gt-~pl~i-
tally. IIlllgarifl was renlote frmn the area of greatest guerrilla
activity. Yu~FoslOvia lay hct\vcen Alktn ia and Ilulgnrifl. hlore than
that, it cxmtplctcly surrounded Allmnia so that tl~e latter hncl no
access to the U.S.S.R. or other satellites exccl)t vin Yugoslav
territory.

As tl~e Grallllnos area \vas adjacent to Albnnia, supplim tm~vcd
to Crecce thrf)ugll this :lrea h~d to pass tl~rougl) Albania, but
this does not tl)can tllcy Ilil(l their source tl~cre. Ot lhc contrary,
tl}e greater port cztne frotl] Yugosla\Jia. The Vitsi positi(m could
ijc re:tcllc(l from either A!l)flnia or Yttgos]nvia. ]~ri(}r to January,
1~~~, tllc INIII{ of supp!ics entering Vitsi came froltl Yugoslavia.

l)llril~g [Ilc Illollth of J;tIIII;Iry, llo\t’c\fcr,slll)l]lics fi-(nl] Yllgoslnvia
dcclincd to allil(ht n(~tl]ing, nn[i virtually all s~l})plim ttceived
after thn[ date came ft-on) Altmnia. This, nnd tllc lo\v levels ill
certail] classes of supplies found in the Vitsi an(l (jramllms posi -
tif)t)s after tllc collapse of the guerrilla defcme, sttggcst tllnt the
‘l”it[)-Coll)itlf l)l’111 I_ift S!) ~~fC(’tCd [hC Stlj)p]y Si[U2[ioll of r]K

l)cttlocr~tic Atmly that it was, I)Y the spring of 19-t9, nfj I(mger
capal)le of carrying on operatil)n~ on the scxtle of 19+7 311d 1948.
lIldcd, this 1IEI%Iutvc I)cc[l ti)c l)roxilllatc MLISCof tlw guerrilla
Collapse.

Sulq~lics atl(l cquipll}cllt \vcre provided tl)c N;llional Atllly 011
ll~c hnsis of atttllorized rnljles of cquipnlcnt, “1’IICSCtal)lcs pro-
vi(lcd fc\i’ luxuries and \\Jcrcin some cases tw) sl];lrc. ‘1’l)c Jlrilis]t
had hcen unal)le to nlcct all requirelnents, I)ut the IImst essential
c(~llllxlt supplius and cqllipl)lcnt had I)ccll pr{)vitlcxl. lVith U.S.
aid, tl~c nmly \\rascotl~plctcly equipped hy the I]li(ldle of 1948.
‘I’llcrcnftcr, ~~l,)ctlretllcllt \\:lsdcsigne(ito hcep itsl)c(lllil)~>e[iall~i
supplied and Ix)nlect (Ilc rc(ltlircll]elltsca~lse[i I)y increases ill tl]e
forces or ill their all(~\vances. Supply shortages prot)al)ly IIevcr
scrit)usl} affcctc(l tlw ct)l)]l)nt efficiency of tllc :lri]}y. If so, it \\nvi
it\any &se flllly cqilipl>e(l and stlpplicd accotxlillg 10 tlw :lcccl)fcd
Stanciards hy tiic nlid(llc (If 1948. ‘l-llcrcaftcr ll)~rc were tll) sig-
nilicnl~t slmrtagcs.
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v.

Air (Jpcratiolls agnil~~t tile g[lcrrillas \\rcrcof t\v{) general types.
‘I’llc Iimt ct)tlsistcd of nir ()])cmti()ns aillle(l :It “isolation” of the

I)a(tlclicld.’) Ilowcvcr, all~reece \vasa hatrlclield and the objcc-

li\c of SUCII ol)cmtiol)s” \\as sillli)ly tllc dcsttwction of gucrrilkt

forces. ‘l-l)c second type of air acti,n) \\~asdirect support of ground
tl’1)())s.I

‘1’llrcc tcclllliques Ivere el]}l>loyed in cond{icting the first type
of (]l~crati(ms. l~irst, there \\’crc preplanned strikes on tfirgcts
I(}c,ltc(i in odvflncc I)y grount{ intelligence or I)y acrifil photf)g-
raphy. ‘1’llc second, nrIncd rect)l\l\:liss{ll\cc, \vns normally c(m-
(Illctl!d 0111}” wllcll in funlmti(m inclicfitcd the prol)al]itity of
(ill(ling a prl)fitnl)lc target, as \vlIcII n large cnclny forl)lation was
kn(J\vIl ro I)c (m tllc 1113rcll in a gi\’cxl locality. ‘1’lw third tccll-

l)i(][lc, and tl}e one Iltost connllonly” einployed, \tr3s to k)cxte

targets I)y the clnploylllent f “Meseof reconnaissance aircra t.
rcl))aille~l on station until the arriwt I of strike aircraft to guide
tlwtll (Jllto tl~e target.

A high percentage of the tot~l air effort t\~entinto ~ttacks of
this I}l)c. “l-hey uere dcli\~cred against trwq~s on the [Ilfirch, in
l)i\{lliac, or in cnnccntrntions for nttack or defense. I“hey were
[Iclivcrcd ;Igainst bandit hcadqtlarters, I)al)dit-held tnwns, supply
il]st~]!lationsl and defensive positi(ms, They tended to restrict day-
Iigl}t Illovenlcrlt of guel-rillas. They harassed his col]cct~tl-:ltiol~s”
;IIl(l l~tlllisllcd Ilis f{~rccs during \\,i(lldrat\v~lfroli~ action, “I”lmonly
Iilllitillg factors to this independent air con]pfiign \vcrc tile avail-
:Il)ility of pilots, sl[ital]le aircraft, and the difficulty of target
i(lcnlificatic)ll. ‘I”llcsc (~pcrari{ms were bcillg con(ltlctcd over
(;reccc, n{)t hostile territory, ond c\rcrytlling that nlt)vcd cnuld
(lot ix attacked. occasionally, txm, army units an({ l\ar[nless
ll{~l}ci)[tll):ltnllts \\ere attncked, I)ut the nullll)cr of legitillllte tar-
gets \vasgrcat, and a ll)ucll greater efi’ort in ttlcilirto locate anti
:III:lCI: such targets would still Ilave paid dividends.

I)i[-ccts[ll>port took Innny forlm. It included con]l]]and liaison,
taclicol reconnaissance, air observation, air sput for artillery,
aerial l)l~otngraphy, nerinl resupl)ly, the dropping nf propaganda
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Ica(]cts, anti tl~c attocl: of torgctsin conjunction” \vith thcgrx)ulld

forces. ‘I”l)c l;isr n:]lil(,l was, of course, tlw i))ost illlport:lnt. ‘1’llc

it)ll)ort;lllcc (Jf dircc( :lir s~l])port was cnlwllccd I)y ll~c Iilllitc(l
:Illiw;ltitm of artillery :Ind lll{)rt:lrs, by tllc j):ltllre (I( the tctrai[l,
\vllicll often prevclltc(l the clllpl{)ylllcllt of :~ttillcry, :1!](I lJy Iilc
f:l~t tll:lt thC l)311dits ({d Il(Jt StIlld thCir ~IY)Ull(l, l)Ut SOU~llt to

\vitl)(lraw froi]i actioi~ hy nloveluent. ‘[’he provision)”of [llountain
firtillcry improved fire s(lpport in IIlountain opcr:lti~)ns, Ilut ttlcrc
pcrsistc(i in (-jrcccc n IIcc(l for “flying ortillcry” such as scldonl
1]:{s I)ecn experienced elsewhere, Given pr-opel-ly tr:liucd pilots,
suital)lc aircraft, air-ground coordinati(m, ond ct)ll]llltll]ictltil)lls,

‘I’e w’ort’l’litics for IJrofit:ll)le ell)ploylllcnt of aiccr:lft in direct
stlpl)ort uollld 11:1VCI)c(:I1 lll~rri:ld.

‘l-lIC retold of Royill llcllcnic Air I:orcc f)pcratiom {l~lrillg the
\\~:lrIcads tf) the con(.lllsioll that the rcturl] fr{~lll (Ilc :Iir cflOl-t
illll)ltwsurnl)ly c.~ccedcll tllc retllrll fr(~lll ally ct)ll}l):lr:lljlc effort
on the ground. Its n]:,np[)\ver cost rflnged frol]} a ll]illil}l~lln of
5,000t{)n lll:lxillltllllof” 7,500, ascompareti toa I)linilnulllof 120,-
()()() xn(i 3 Inaxinlulll of 150,000 in ref. plor arllly Iinits alone.
Moreover, cwwoltics sustnineri in the air were itlfil)itesimal as
c{)lrlp~lred with those s[lstaine[i on the grrrund.

“1’hc finnnciol cost {~f nir operations in Greece canilor be re-
g:~rllcd as rcl]resentati\cof Il}cc{wt of such ol~cr:ltif)llsgel)crillly,
since low-cost surplus oircraft and equipl))ent \vere cll}ploye(i.
‘l-l)crcl)y, the cost of nir operations was only a fr:lctiou of the
c{~st of grounti opetxtions, probably less than 10 pcr ccnr.

‘1’I}C Colllt)lillldo” gtxlu})s l12d I)cen org3ni7.c(l as :Inrig(lcrrillx
forces. “I-hey were enlploycd, Imwevcr, in actiotw tlmt scorccly
;Ihtiiicd tllc ll]:lilltcllo(~cc”of spccinl (Illits. ‘1’hc Ilrilisll Alilitary
IAlission ild VOCiltC(l tllar tl)cy I)c rct)rgflniz.c(l ;1s l){lls~lit forces to
rnnge \viticly and rtpidly tllrwugh tl)c l]lo~tnt:lillolls collntry in
pursllit of the elusive glicrrilla. “l”hey were to I)c air supported,
nir wpplicci, anti, insofnr as pr;lcricahle, nirh)tmc and nir tr:lns-
portc[i.

‘I”hc union of the c:lp:ii)ilities of toctiml 3ir lvitll those of tllc

rliding forces wOII141have multiplied their efirxxivcnm. Such o
uniotl IIligllt well l~i~vepro~iuced tl)e tnost effective syl~tl}csis of
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Illc:]ns for conducting nenrly all phases of the ilntigue,rrilln war,
cxccl)t Ilw dclil)crarc attnck of fnrtificd nrms.

“1’llcrc \vmfi significant fnilurc to visualize tllc possil)ilitics that
l:I\Iin ftlllcrexlllf)it:ltiollof” tlmgrcatcst wcnl{nessof thcgucrrilht
--l~is l:lCli of air cnpnl)ility and any ]wsitive Ineans to combat it.
I:;llllty techniques were endured because of this failure as were
iils[} p(N)r nlnintcnmce, the continued use of aircraft of limited
stlital)ility, ,‘Ind all the other factors that rohhed Greece of a full
rct~lrn (Ill its in\’cstmcllt in the air. It was this fi~ilure, too, which
]Ir;vcntml the alhwrti{m to the nir of a greater porti(m of the total
Ciiort.

‘1’lIcrc I\w no ~vor nt sea during the. guerrilh uprising. I-Iow-
cicr, III) corrcsp(mdi!lg nulllhcr of n)cn contrilmted Inorc to the
Illtil))nrc victory tllnn those of the Rt)yal Elellcnic Navy. Its tx)lc
\\M Ilt]t N (Ir:lll)atic one. On all a\~eragc of al)out four times a
NIcel{, stlips were called upon to deliver gunfire ashore to assist
ill Ii]c dcfelwc of a beleaguered coastal village (jr to support an
:Iilllt’t ]!litol>erotillgtl cartllec<)ast. Ofttimes guerrilla swouldsteal
or c:Il)tttrc ~ c:Ii{lIIc, an(l it w{NII(I I)c necessary for tllc novy to
g{, ill pill-suit of it. S{)ll)ctillws a naval l~llldillg pnrty W(NIICIbc
1)(I( :Isl}t)rc to in\’tstigate reporte(l guerrilla activitity. Frequently,
:trIIIV r:iidillg parties \vcre cmhtrked and lnndcd to lll:II{c such
SC:II;.1W5(Jr to III:II{C:lncillnry lillldillgS in conjunction” with Iflrger
t]pcr:lti(~lri ;Islllll’c. 011 OIICoccasi(m, tllc Ilnvy WilS C:l!lCd Upon tO

])orticipntc ill a large-scale alnphit)ious landing. The day-to-day
tl~l(ics of the R1l, N \vere the patrolling of Crcelc wntcrs and the
llrf)\isi(Jll t)f sea t~illlSpolT for the nmvclncnt of troop sand sup-
plies. ‘1”11(1stile nnvy n]nintaincd control of the seas surrounding
(;rcccc, (Icllying thrw \\,atcrs t~~(Iw gucrrillm. Ry pr{~vidillg sca
II; II IS1)OII, it assis(cd il) tlw full cxl)loil:ltitm of rhc ndvalltagcs that
;IccrIIC(l to IIIC govcrnllwnt thtx)~lgh its cOII)I)I:IO(I of the sea.

It lllay I)e said thnt the factorof command of theses has been
:tssifyled too much importance, since the guerrillas had no naval
c:llxll)ilit~r. True, I)tlt it wxs hecausc that capfihility was denied
[IWIII 1)~’ tlw navy. Save ft)r the ii;tvy, the gucrril!:ls could have
g:lincxl ~lndexerciseda lill~itcdcot~trolof” thesca lanes. That they
ctmld get possession of any of tile hundre[is of caiques which
ply tllc \4aters surrounding G recce was often demtmstrated. Had



thy been al)lc to opcllre tllf]sc vessels, the ct]ursc of tllc }vtlr
Woul(i IMVC I)ccll Vcly difrcrcllt. lllStilllCCS of flttCl)ll)t S to USC

vessels frul~] All):llli:l fol sLIpply l)ilr~}oscs[)ccllrrccl in tl]c Pcli)[M)n-
ncsus in Scpten]l)cr, 19-I}J. Had tlwrc been l~o t-csrr:linij)g infl(lcllcc
in tl)c fotvl~ of a t3reck Novy, it is even possit)lc II]ot :lrll]cd
vessels lllight I):lve found their \JFay into guerrilla l]:lllds.

l):ltrollillg~ v:lscarrie[l ~>utt(] cllf(]l-ce sllil>pingal](l sniling regil-
]ations, and suspicious vessels were t~ken into custody for invcs-
tignri(m.

Sf)llw of tl~c spcci(ic [)l)jcctivcs of p:ltrolling dircctctl ag;linst
the gucrrill:ls \vere: (1) preventing cstnpc, (2) prcvcllrillg rcill-
ft)rtclllcl}t, (.3) preventing rcsllpply, (4) preventing rcillfcst:tti<][l
of (’l(!nrcd nr’c:ls, (5) is{,l:ltillg gtlerlill:lc f)llcclltr:ltif)lls, (6) keep-
ing the Col]]ltlunist viitls frol)l spreading to :Ircas IIl:lt 11;1(1Il(lt
I)CCIInllccted previous!’, l)y preventing tllc I]]OVCI)lCI)lof :Igei)ts
nn[l (~rgallizcrs, and (7) gtinrding tl]c islnnds ;Iroui)cl (ircecc t)n
wl)icll prisoners Of war were internccl.

011 tlw politicnl, ps\/chol{@c:Il, nnd cconolnic fronts, f:lctors
tl);lt col)trilmtcd to tl)c (Icfc;lt {)f tllc g{lcrrillas were:

‘1’lw lhitil13m)({ U.S. pTo,qrf1711so~fliiito G7CLICLI.’” I’IIC prcsctlcc

of Ilritisll troops” in Creecc nt the onset of guerrillfi opcr:]ti[)ns
excrciscd n rcstrnini[lg inflllcncc on tile U.S.S.R. an[l tlw satellites,
I)rcvctl[illg (Iircct i[ltcrvc[ltif]l] ill Crcccc ;Intl olwll oi(l I(I Ille
gucrrillos. U.S. porticip;lrion strcngtlwncd l$is resrmirling i[lfltl-
encc. ‘I-hc Ilritisll and Alncric:ln aiti ptmgran]s sust~incd tile gow
crnlnu]t of (Jreecc and CIUII)IC(Iit to nml)ili~.c, cqllil}, :l[ltl sl]]}ply
Iargc l])ilitary forces, \\;llilc :lt tllc SIII]lC time st;lvillg of~ tl)c
cx)!ldpsc of tllc n;wion;ll ctxm(m}y.

Al}]cric:lll inrcrcsr, Illtjru)vcr, tcl~<lc(l I() (ill IIIC V:ICLIIIIIIivlicll
tlw U.K. al(nlc could II() I{)llger prt)vidc support {}11tl]c rct]uired
sc:tlc, Al]lerican assist,lllcc JVOSprovided on sucl) a scnlc :1s to
illlprovc the lm}rolc ()( tl]c (-; reck nation by giving it lmpe that
peace n)ight be rcstorc,i and thfit a degreeof econ(jll]ic stability
llligl~t f)ncc ;~gilin l)c acllicvc(l.

7}JC 7ito-C~oT/li/]~o?v//rift. Ytlg(}sl:]via l~cld :] piv~)t:llgct)gr:l])lli-
cal position among- tllc three satellite countries :llong Clrcecc’s
nortl]ern frontier. Yugoslav Conununism quite naturally, tlicre-
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fore, hnd tnken the Icnd iII the C{)l)lillf{)rlll-clircctc{{ nggrcssioo
..

‘Ig:llllst Greccc. I he ~ It[)-c(lll}lllforlll I_lft btwkc dOWll the l]]ccll~-
~~isll~cstnldishc~! to provide support to the g~tcrrillns and resulted
ill it division within the Ic:ldcrship of the gocrrill;ls, Althollgll this
[Iivision wts rcs[)lvcd in ffivor of tllc Col)]infortll, tllc rift tended
to dq)rivc the gucrri!ln Inovclllcnt {I( tllc conviction of inunc-
(Ii;ltc l)tlrl)oscf~llt}ess. Moreover, tile cstnl)lishncnt of 0 new mcch-
:Inisll] for providing misutncc to tllc gucrrilkts was scarcely
l)r:lcticrtl)lc, owing to the key gcogrrtphiml positiot] of Yugoslavia,
‘1’IIc fltll il)lplicati(ms of the “1’itf]-(~olllitlff)rltl rift u’crc not felt
illltllcdiatcly, but were experienced prfy.ycssivclv froll) the frill of
IWI ~lutil JIIly, 194Y, at which tillle the t3rccl~-Yug{)slav l)(rrdcr
l~m closcci by order of Tito.

‘I”l~e Titf)-Coitlirlfortll” rift was, to SOIHCextent, :1 product of
Ilritish nnd Amcricao aid to Greece. l-lttd Tito felt that tl)eguer-
rill:ts could win in Greece witl~ attendant cncirc!c])lent of Yugo-
sl~vin l)}, Cotmlmnist governments, it is doulwful tlurt Ilc wwulcf
II:IIC Il:l;ltllcwurrtgc tosrnnd hisgr(mnd it) thc(lisp[ttc ~vith the
(I)lllitlforill. Thus tllc ‘l”ito-Cottlillfortlt ri(t ~tllicll aided Crcecc
ill tllc nnti-lmndit \\’nrMm itself, tf) n ccrtnill extent, n I)v-pro[luct
()( IIritish SIKl Atl)cric:ln nid, particular-lv the Inttcr.

011 the militflry front, factors contrilmting to the dcfent of
tllc gucrrilkrs were:

‘1’he tippoinwnwt 0[ GCIIW171 I’flp(l,qo.s os f.’07j)71ft7if( lcr in ~;hicl

of Iht ,~fmcm7ne7rt ff)rccf, “1’hc :Ilq)oilltll)cnt I)f (;CIICIXI P:Ipq.yN
rcsttltcd in tllc futlcr dcvcloplncnt of tllc collll):lt p~)tcntinl of the
(;rcck Arllwd Forces. lIv the relief fin[l (Iisl)liss:ll of unsuitol]lc
CIMIIIII:IIIdCI-S:111(1I)v ct~~l)lmi7,ing cxnltinmws, :l~~r~~si\,coflcl~sjvc

t)l)cr:lfi{ms og~inst ihc gucrrilkts, (jcllcr:ll l’ap:lg(w ttscd tllc cxist-
illg IIlilitorv ft)rccs Ill{)rc cflcctivclv. “1’here Mm m) illcrcm in
tlIc nltlllcr~col strength of the nrlllcd f{)rccs during his tenure. It
I\:Is sil; lpty tlmt tllc f[)rrm, . .IS d)c~ existed, were IIscd more effcc-
tivcly. Cmtinuous pressure kept the guerrillas on the move,
in(lictcd 11C9VYcmwnlties, and afforded thef]l no opportunity to
Icsttjq)l\’ or rcj)lacc cwntfiitics. Thus, their rcl:ltivc conllmt power
~mdu:lll~’ dcclincd during tllc six-!ll(~l~tll period that prcccdcd
tllcir fii~nl collnpsc.



The Papagm appointment brought tllc I)l:lnl}itlg :111(1:l(l\’isor~

function of the U.S. and13ritish Militory Missions into tllciro\\ll
m factors contril)uting to the victmy.

The Tit@ Cmvivfmm rift. The I“it[)-(;t]tllillf{)lltl rift rrtlIIcc,l
tlw amount of nlilitary nid nvaihhlc to IIIC gllcrlill:ls. Ii}’ l:lllll~lr},
IY4Y, supplies filrnishcd through Yugoslo\~i:l l)n(l fallc_II I)IT 1()”:1
Incre trickle. There are indications tllnt sIIvlll-:IrIIls :IIILI :lrtillcl\
ammunition may Imve gone into simrt s~ll}l)lj’ l)ri(~r to tllc fitl;ll
collapse of the gucrri]la operations. ‘I”llc fillfll 1)101!”to tllc gllc’r-

rillas as a result of this rift was the clositlg of tl)c Greek-Y(l~osl:lv
fronticrlnJuly, lW9. This clcprivcci the gtlcrrill;lsof tllc cffcctivc
mc of npproxirnfitcly 30pcrccnt of their (iglltcrs 011(1(Icllic(l IIWIII

the use of the regions north of the frontier :1s n pr(jtcctc(l ;II:tIICII-
vcr area. Supply shortages and lllanpo~vcr IOSSCSlcs[lltirlg’flf]tll
the Tito-C,otninforrrl rift Inay justify its itlcntificoti{m ns Illc
proxilnatc cause of the guerrilla collapse.

Tbepmtial n6,1?ldoz?vre~]to fgtterril/o ttrcti[.~l~y the I)c’l)mcriltic
Arwy. The tcn(lcncy of the I]cnmcratic ArIIIV (!~ll-illg I’)IH :111{1
1949 toward n ltlilitnry strategy tllot dc})clltic(l for its s(Icccs\
upon the organi~.;ltion of Inrgcr f(trll):llif)ns :111(1[Ilc CIlq)l(lylllclll
of orthodox military tactics ilnp!icd :1 gro\\il)g rcli:lllcc III}(,I1
military force alollc. Under the existing ut~ll(lititjns, :ln}~ SIICII
development pln~cxl into tlw hands of tllc qo\cmillcl]t f{)rcc\.
The gucrrillas\\~rc ~)~llx)sing weakness t{) str~(lgth. ‘1’I]c (lcci\ivc
dcfcatof thegucrrill:ls \\:lslllaciep{)ssil)lcl )}”t Ilcil{lclJ:lrt{lrc frt)lll
[]ro~)crgucrrillno lgnlli~,ltiotl ancl tactics il;tllcit clTI)Ir t{) {IC(CIIII
the hsc areas nloIlg Il)c northern frollticr :In(l tllc g:lll]crillg 41f
lhcir one-time SIII:III I):lllds itlt(i Iorgcr f[)rlll:ltiolls rnl}gillg ill \i7r
(II) t[~ tllc cfivisit)tl.
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WINNING IN THE J UNGL13–

MALAYA

VI(;N)I{V IN (h4A1.AYA
I.iclltenant Colonel” Rowland S. N. Mans, A4111~

“Never in IIIC history of ~\~arfar-ehave s() fc\v I)ccn chased M)
lnllch by so mmy” Inight well sum llp tllc om]plctely successflll
Ilritish anti! errorist campaign in Malaya, Iltlt the jungle is tl)c
great equalizer, and 3S usually hnppens, c(~ll)hrt cmtne cii)wn to
]I]:ln-to-l]lotl in the infantry, in wkrt at tinles was an flllllost
nlicr(wco]~lc war.

1,icutcn;,llt Colonel A4ans fo(lght that w:Ir og:]illsr tlIe terrorists,
tllc Icccll(, !, and tlw jungle frolll 1953 to 1956. 1[e w:w :1 rillc-
c(JIIIp; lII-y(ot]ul)aIl(lcr of II)c I;irst II:tttalioll of Illc fJIIwII’s R(Iy:Il
Rcgil]wnt, for n)orc tlu)n a year~ krtcr, Iw served (NI rlw I lckl-
t]~lnrters !+aff of the famed Scvcntcmttl (l IIII; II:I I)ivisi(]fl. I; IOIII

that experience, hc presents here t\\’() pictures: tlw l~igll-lci’cl
()\~ervic\\,of dcplo}’il)g llnils, ;ln(l tl)c sl)l:lll-lll)it vie\\’of il)(li\/i(lll;ll
n)cn at w:lr. Tllcre :Irc Icssom in c;lcI). [t lllusr I)c IIIILlcrsloo[l”111:11
tlwse are I.ieutcnfinr Colonel” Al:lns>soufII opiilions” :In(l in I)() \v:Iv
sl]oulci Im construct 0s representing I\isgof’crlllllcl~t’s views.





Victoryin Malaya

LIEUTENANT COLONEL ROWLANI) S. N. MANS

I.

‘l”hc emphasis being placed on gocrrilln \\:~r(:lrc :lt ,1Ilc l)rcwllt
tilllc by the arme(i forces of the UnitcA Sl:ltcs 11:1sstilllul:llefl
ct]nsidernble study of antiguerrilla cnlllpniglls fotlgllt itl ICCCIII
times. Prominent alu(lng these is the war ~v~gcd I)y tlIc Ilt-ilish
~gail~st the communist terrorists in hfqkty~. It II:ISI)ccn sIIggcstc{l

tllnt the tactics cnlpl{)ycd in Malaya nlighr I)c c{llially SIICCCSS(III
in Sfmth Vietnam. “1’licrefore, an examination of llo~v xild JVIIV
the Reds were defcntcd in Malnya may bc of valtIc ill planning
simi!nr operations in the future.

The Communist movement began in Mol:lva m f~r IMCICm
1924, when agents of the Chinese Marxists atvi;cd il] tllc colll]try
with the express intention of luring greet ntIIIll)crs of Ovcrsc:ls
Ctlinese into the P~rty. Some initial succcss tjm nchicvcd vith
t~~’oChinese races in particular, the H~kkm :Ill(l”tllc I Iniloillls; tllc
I:lttcr, although they Il:ld a nionopoly of ccrl:lill t r:l(lcs it) M:llnyn,

SUCII m running eating places and grocery storm, \t’crc not IIIIICII

cstccllled by their fellow Chinese. TIw II:lil:lillls, ll{)\vcvcr, (lid

constitute the bulk of the domestic servants, cspccinlty in l~.uro-
pcan households, and it is interesting thot l)mtl~ of tlwsc \vllI~,
prior to 1942, had served senior officials 111(1“nlcrchants, l~tcr
bccnme leaders of the terrorist movement.

With the Malays, the Communists had Iittlc SIICCCSS.“l-his ct)(lr-
tc(~us, easygoing people found nothing attr:lct i~c ill nll idc{)l(~gy
tllnt mde hard work ond sacrifice its bmic ])rcccprs. ‘1’Iw ill:ll)ility
to win Malay support was to be n continu:ll stlllltl)lillg 1)1(wI{ to
the C~]lnmunists in tlw years ahead.

In ti~c late 1920’s :Ind the 1930’s, the Collllll~Iili~ts it] fil:ll:t}:l
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at]d Sil)gapt)re, \vith tile help of their .Soviet xnd Chinese Inmters,
grodually cfmsolicinted their position. “Ihe fnlllili:lr pattern of
infiltroti{m into trade unions, cncouragelnent of labor disputes,
:111(IIllc distril}llti(}li of stxlitiims literature Ilecatllc increasingly
:}pparcl~t. in 1936, tile Party promoted a series of strikes in
Al:ll:lyo. At Ikrtti Arang, tile country’s only coal Illine, 6,000
litlMIrCl-Sseized the I)tx)pcrty, ;Ind it rc(luirc~l n siz:ll~le lllilitary
(Il)crati(m to bring matters ~lnder control.

Ai [I]c (JlltlJrc:~k of World lV:lr 11, the slrel~gtl~ of the Malayan
( ~(~lllllltlt]ist Party \vas 37,()()(), half of wllicll wfis in Singapore.
At iirsr, in col)limm \\~itlltheir c(Nnra{lcs ill Britain and Frame,
(Iwy (Ii(l their best to disrupt tl~c Ilritisll \vnr effort. It \vas not
~lllt”il(icrl}l:llly attackc~i Russio, in June, 1941, tlmt they decided
t[~ C(){qwrate with the govermllent. 130\vever, even then, the
policy \\w+t)tle of convenience {mty, and they stressed their deter-
I!lill:ltion to expel tlw Ilritisil fr(ull Alalaya as S(M)IIas I)ractical)le.

(ljopcrfiti~)n Ineant that sclccttxl Parry lllcw}l)ers were trained
:It N(). 101 Specinl Training SChool in Singapore, which had l)een
set (I]) early ill 194 I by the British Army to give instruction to
I)otl)s(]ldicrs and civilians in irregular \varf:lrc agoillst the tilne
\\!lwIlJ:lpfln might enter the \\mr.Al)(jllt 200 nlenlbcrs of the
Ill:ll:lyan C[)lutllunist l’arty (illCl)) wcllt tllro~lgl~ tile scll(m], and
}wt\\iell the frill of Sing:lporc, in ~ct)r~lary, 1943, nnd illay, 1943,
\\IICI] tllc’ Ilritish rcg;lil~c~i cx)tltnct \\’itll allti-Japanmc g(lcrrillas
in Alolayfl, these ttwinccs forllmd tl]c Iulrd c[)rc of tllc Malayan
Pc(q>les“Anti~Japanese Arl)~y (AIPAJA), the lnilitary side of the
Al(:l) rcsist:lnce lm)\lelllcnt. St:\rting in Dccel}d)er, 1943, British
:Iwist:incc in tl)c form] of liaison teallls, arlm, food, and equipment
\\’;viin(cnsifiedt until I)y J’-J Ilty, tl~crc \vcrc ll}ore tl]on 4,000
outivc guerrillas ~lndcr Ilritisll coll)inat]d. At the sallw rilnc, lmw-
cvcr, illlkno~vn to the Ilritisll, there \\uls~n(~tllcr clandestine group
of silltil:lr strength whose ll)issi{m wns to fornl tile imrd core of
:llltigo~’cll]iltcllt gucrrilta forces wl)cn a terrorist cnnlpnign was
I.lllllcl)cd.

\ViIctI tllc hlPAJ/\ wws disl}al)dcd ill I)ccci)ll)cr, 194S, LIMny
{~fits Illcllllwrs rcs]>tn\dtd tlj the call to hnnd in nrllls :In(l on]u)uni-
(i(]ll, Imt Iargc caches of tllesc were I)idden in tl~c jungle for use
later. I )uring 1946 and 19+7, there \vas much internx] dissension
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in tbc MCI>. This centcrcd around die colltro\~crsi:ll figure ()(
l.oi “rnk, tbcn tlw Secretary General. An .Anll:]ljlitc like 110 Chi
Minh, with \vhoI]l be nlet often in tile 1930’s, I.t)i ‘1’:11(had for
some tinle been s[lspectetl of double-crossing tl~c I):lrty, In A[nrcll,
1947, when he \v:lsdue to l~einterrogated i)y tlw (klllr;ll [;{)lllnlit-
tee, he anticipori. [! events an{l decarnpecf with 011the f[lllds, 1 lC has
never bccll seen ,incc.

The Iacl{of c,)hesionin A4C11policy in tl~c yc:lrs illill)cdi:ltcly
f(jllt)\ving the tfar, coupled with the rcill:lrlt:ll)lc rccl)very of
Alillilyil during IIlis peri{)tl, mnde it obviot]s t{) tllc Ai(:l) tl)ar it

Could :tc!)ic\~e ils :~im of [l People’s Repul)lic ()()1}, I)y :It-l]Wtl cotl-

llict. “1’hc MCP was cnc{)ttraged in these vic\v~ at tlic lt~lssinl~-
sptmsored Jllcctil]g of Asi:lll oncl A\lstrali:lll (l)llllll~ll]i~ts Ilcl(l ill
C:llcuttn in Iicl)illary, 19-IH. in h’larch of ll~at yc:lr, ti]c (Iccision
to cnll)ark on a terror calnpaign was tll:l(le, :111(1I)y Jllllc, :lrsoll
;Ind Il]unlcr m,crc widcspmad. On June ]8, the IAi:IliI),:Iil(;OVCN.
Jncnt proclaimed a state of elnergency, an(l (MICf)f tllc (irsl ‘(lu)t”
]\~mrsof tile CO](I War lMII begun.

“I-he MCP W:IS well prepared for battle. [t 11:1(Il)l:lniled its
political :lnd Inititary cll:lill of coi]unanll SOIIIC)c:irs I)cf(,rc, ill
tlic \\~aningdays of the Japfincsc war. “l-lx jun~lc ~)rg:lni~n(i~)n
IIul])l)crcd about 10,0()(), :~lrl)()~lgll:lcctlr jltc figures \\crc ilill)c~ssil)lc
I(J compile, The overwhclll)illg mfijority \vcre (Jllillcsc \vitl~{JIlly
ii fc\v Al:]lnys ~ttd lndinils, thus I)clying fr{jnl tlic S[;III rllc AI C:l)’S

clailll to be nn “all -Mal;Iy on” lllovell)clil. 1[1 :Id(lililjl} t{) Ilw force
in the jungle, :] inucb greater nullll)cr of syll)lxlllliz.cl-s rcll):lincd
in the to\\jllsall(l vill:lgcs. Con(i[lcllt of il quick victory, tllc Nl(;l>
started its shooting wnr.

_l’llc lcrrorist organ inti(m Iwd :1 consi{lcr:ll)lc ill[lllcllcc i)n
llritisl~ dcphlylllcnr (lurii~g the c;ll)lp:ligll. ovci-;ll! policy was
evolved :In(l (Iircwtcd I)y :1Ccntr:ll (ljlllll)ittcc [)f t\\clvc Itlclllbcrs
headed by the i~c\vSecrct:lry <jcner:lll Chill I> CT]g.Sl)enccr Clmp-
IIlan, the \v;lrtill~e gucrritl;l Ieadcr, in Ilis Ix)f,l: ‘1’hc )r///g)eIs
Nc’?ftrddcscril)us Cl)ill Pc[lg as “flrit:lill’s lll{>st tr(lslcfl gtlcrrilln.”
Ilc very s(mn Iwcalllc Al:ll:ly;]’s [}losr \\al~tc(ltcrrolist. I)ircc[i\rcs
frolll ti~c Ccntr:ll Co[)lll~ir~ec \\cnt to tllc NOIIII :Illtl S{)lltll hl:l-
Iayfin Ilurcaus, these ill turn pmscd ii)structiolw t{) tlw State
Committees, and it wa sat this level that tactic:ll (}pcrations were



118 Thr Gtterrilla—And f!ow to l:ight Ilint

I}l:lnucti. ‘l-he State orgnnizati{)tl wm ft)undcd on tile political
fralllc\vork {If the K’ederati(m: nioc stiltcs cacll witli a ruling
Sllltall :11!(Ia State govcrlllllrmt, and tllc t\v(J Ilritisll-n(lll] illisterecl
scttlet)ltmts of Mal:)cca and Pcluli)g. Thcclulil~ of collll)land from
tllc State Cotlltl]ittecs \\cnt rllt{mgh l)istrict Coulll}ittees to
l{l”illlCll (h)tltlllittccs. ‘1’llc I )istrict illl(l lll”illl~ll Col]llllittccs had the
t:lSli ()( kccpillg ill (Iay-tt)-d:ly toucl) wi[ll the Alil) Yuen, or
AI: IWCS’ illo\~ct))cl~t, ils it is I(ilown in G)lllll)lll)ist ~hil)a. “[’he Min
Yllcll \VilS m VilSt llCt\vo14( s(lpplyil~g tllc tct-tx)rists \\~itllfood,
clotllil~g, and lncllical sltpl)ties, as \\’ellas pro\~illing tlwm with a
lirst-elms intclligcllcc syslcll). ‘1’IIc exact IItIIIil)cr of \\~illillg,itnd
~ltl\villillg, Iucl)}l)ctx of ti)is orgalliziltit)l} \\zilll~cver be l{nown. [n
Ilis 1)()()1{Alc)lirce i/1 Al,dflyfl, llilrry iliillcr Il)qdc :1 tmnscrvative
c~[illl:ltc of 500,()()().” l,iaisf]n lxt\\’ccn IIlc tcrrorisrs in the jungle

:til(l IIIC Alill YIIcn \\wi [Il;lint:)ille(l I)y “A40sscs’ Ir,scc\ltivcs,” who

(“;lrric(l oil their cvcry(l:ly l)usincss ill to\\’ns illl(l vill;lges while

;Ictillg m lIndcrco\~cr” I)ICI1 for tllc I)istrict Conlnlittecs. In this
\vay, lJr(Ipag2nd:I COLIICI I)e fed intf) tlwsc c{)lnillunitim while, at
Illc SaIIIe tilllc, tllc IIN)IC lnatcrial means of existence could be

s“’’’H@l ‘)”r”
Initi:lllyt tl}e fifCP tric{i to keep its political and l)lilitary organi-

mtiol!s SCl)ill’ilte, Il)lilical direction was to be passed down the
(’t~llllllittcc cll:lin :ln[l Illilit:lrv t:lsks carricll [)~lt I)y tllc Nlalaynn
Rnccs I.ilxmtitm Arit)y (A41~l.A), “1’IIc AII{I,A I)cgan Iifc with a
gl:lll{lit)scl ):ittlcortlcff)f rcgillwtlts Imt tlwscgradllally dwinciicci
to ill{lclm}tictlt i}iattjolv+, ill i:ltcl” ol)Cli]liollS,” tlw AfilI, A \vasoftcn
:Is$isteti i)y Arlllcti Wotk i(orccs \vim \verc their lilli{ \viti~ the
l\lin l’ucn. As tile ilritish gainc(i tile initintivc in tile jullgie war,
[tic Al( ;l}, Iiiic IIlally si[llilfir nl(}vcll)ents before anti since, founci it
illlpr:lctic:ll)lc t{) tiivorcc tl}c political from the miiitary :ln{i con-
sulucnlly the t\vt) structllres (luickiy illtcrlllit}gicli. Quite often
St:ltc [J~)lllnlittec nlelnl)ers were also regilllent~l cx)llunanders.
I’llis fllsi~)ll iwc:lt)lc illt)re pr(mouncc~i M tl~c terrorists” strengti]

\\’;l’i rc(illcc(i.
011 Il]e g{~\crlltlwl]t si{ic, tllc liay-((~-(ii}y ;l[illlillistr;lti(~ll at tilis

Iilltc \\asixlscli on tllc stotc fy)vcrnlt)ctlts, \\’ilicl~were ]argciy run
i}}) Ai:liay ofliciais witi~ Ilritisi~ a(iviscrs. ‘I”iw state suitans and
lhcir governlnents ila[i a Illcissure of autonomy, but in tile final
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analysis, they \verc rcsponsihle to the British Iligh (l)ll)lllissioncr

in Koala Lunlpur.
initially, the hurdcti of tile emergency fell upon tl~c sht)lil(!ers

of IIle [rcdcral ion Police, l-l]is wos a mixed force of S~JIIK 10,()()()

n]cn of all rolll{s—cf)l)l]>risi[lg A[al;lys, Chinese, al)d :] fc\v Indinns
—tll~der llritish ofliccrs. They were not orgalliz,ed for ;I jul)gic
war ill tcrllls of citl~cl persol~(lcl or equipment, I)tit they lN)rc the
brulltof tllefirstsllo(lisijl :u1 cxci)ll)lary monncr. It \v:Is:I special
s(lu:l(I of Chinese m]d A4n12y detectives that g~\~etile (l)llll]lullist
terr{)risls (or CT’s, as they bcc~mc universally kno\v I)) their first

sctl)ock. OIIJILly 16, 11)-HI,tl~iss~lu;]({,led hy J 111-itisl~ l~t)licc ()(liccr,

Bill St;~fford, kil]cd I,iill Ye\v, tl)c comll)andcr of ti)c AlltI. A.
A’luc]l of tllc credit for weathering the stormy days of 1948 :u~d
1949 Illllst go [0 tllc lAlalayan police.

‘1’llenrl~ly tll~itsio illalayn and Singapore wcres till il~I-llc Illtxws
of l)ost\v;lr rc{)rg:lllizillioll. “1’l)c Ilrilisll (Jtlrkllil rcgillicllls, \vliicl~
were desrincd to pi:]\, n clecisi\,c pnrt ill the \v:lr, l~:)tl <:IIIY just
I)ccn re-formed after’ the division of the original ~l]rkl)a I);iga({c
l)crwcen Ilrit;lin and lndia when the latter country \\as gr;lntc(l
its illdcpcndcilcc. Furrhcnlwrc, flltllough the arilly set out 1~)give
the Illaximun] fiid to {l~e Fedctntion Ctsvernment, it al~v~lyslu~dto
keep ill~ eye on tile colony of Singapore, where AICl) :lgcnts
\\~crcactive :lllmng tljc very Iargc Chinese comnl~lnity.

Ill tllCCilrl~ ci;lysOi tile \v3r, the CT’s had c{msi(lcrnljlc s(icccss.
‘l”lIcy c(mcclltratcd {m rLIl)l)cr estates anti tin II)illcs ~vitl] tl)c
ol]\/ious”it]tu)tio[~ ()( disrul)tillg Mnlnya’s t\\’() I):lsic ill(ltlstrics.
‘l”lwir ltl:lin t:lrgcts \vcrc ll(lro])Cilll plontcrs al)ll Ill:]ll;lgcis, rtj-
gethcr \\ith Chinese and Indian overseers. ‘I-lw Alill Y~Lcil g:lve
tlmm llj>-t{~-tl~c-ll~il~tlte information ot~ tile lllo\~cl]lcllts ()( tllcir
illtcntied victims, an{l providing tllc lllurdcr >\,:vicvl-ric(l tlilt cxpe-
diti{)us]y, tl~crc \\w little Clloncc tlmt tile Securit} I:ol-ccs w(jtlld
nrrivc in tithe. (“Security Forces’” \vrastlle c{)llectit’c (Icscriptiottof
all arlncd antigucrrillil agct}cics, )

“1’hc terrorists” tmk \\,wtll:llle Illttcll c:lsicr at Illis tilllc I)y tllc
Iltcscncc of a \’cry Inrgc ntll)]hcr of (jl)incsc “s[l{I:Itlcrs” Iivif}g
near (Iw jut]gle M“IRC.TIICSC “s(lufltters” lvcre IISII:llly tllc I:ll)or

f()rccf()r iltij:\ccI~t]l)illes:Il~cl cst;ltes ~lt~dtllcrcforc lij}cgl[jtll~tl({,r
A4in Yucn activity, Whettlcr or not the inllahit:ll~ts \\mllte{i to



:tssist tllcm IImde little difiercnce to tllc cr’si nftcr :1 few \vell-

(.llr)sctl Illllrdcr victinls Ilnd Iwell dispntchcd, tllc rest tjf tllc com-
ltl[lllil~ \\nssltficiclltly cf]\\’ctl to ngrcctt~ :Itly dctllol)d, cspccinlly
:N Illc execution wns nortlmlly by stntngul:lti(nl t\’itl} n Icngtl} of
lli:lll[~ \\irc, for Itullcts were wtlu:lblc to tllc Cl”s :Ind not to 1X
ii:lstc(l on n fc~v rcc:llcilrnll(s of tllcir [J\\n WCC.

:\llIllllcl’ llotiCCillllC fcntlll”c of C-l’ tnctics ill tllc c:~rly days of
Illc c:ltlllmign wm n definite tcudency to m(}vc al]rmt in l~rgc
l)(~tlics of up to 100 in strength, On the rnrc occmions when
wctlrit}~ forces c{mtflctcd these Inrge gangs, null~bcrs of c-r’s

IICIC I{illcd. _J’llis grcgnrit~tls nttitudc colltrnstcd sl~:]rply with
!tlctll(ds they ach)ptcd latct-. A4any n “-l’oillmy’” ~jr “Jolmny
(;~lrlilln’’ scl~,itlgi llAlaloyni lltllcllli<ltllc 1950’st l~~](igllt\t’istftllly,
:Iflcr lI{Iurs f)f fruitless p:ltrr~llitlg, of Illc (I:lys \\~llclln Colltnct
Illulllt n g{)(d scrnp \fitll n l:lrgc gxflg, iflstcn(l of :1[Iuicl{ sllot.nt :1
iill[glc Ilccing figure.

I“IIICClluli(~r f:lcts I)ct-:ltllc :lplxtrcnr :It Illis tilllc. I;irst, tlmt this
fi:ls to I)c :1 long nntl ftIclu(NIs cnll~p:ligll, tll:lt tllcll !1’:1s 110 Cmy
r{mtl lo SUCCCSS.Scc{MId, thflt it c{mld Ilt)t Iw f~(m II II ICSS :1 first-

(.l:lsk intclligcncc [Jrgflni7.ntif)n wos built u]). ‘1’llir(l, find most
illll}t)rlxllt, tlmt this \\’m:1 IIvtr tllc milit:lrv cf~tfl(l Il{)t win 011 its
fI\\II; tllc illtricntc \fIcl) of civil atllllillistr:lii(jll, l~(~licc, nrfny, ond
ciiic lc~dcrs Ilod to bc wovctl into :1 c(Jllcsi\’c \\holc, cnxt )Ic ofI “[
(Illlt!iilllillg :1s n \vnr-\\”inningnlflchillc. ‘1’l]is u)llccpt \vns cx-
l~l[s,c(lill l}isttslt:~lsttccillct \I:Iy l~y (;cllct:llSil(;cr:iltl “1’clllplcr
\\lIcIl l~c :lddrcssc(l n press ct)llfcrcllcc ill lA)I](l(Itl S(N)II nftcr hc
11:1<:lpli~~illtcd I Iigh C[)tlllllissi{lllcr for AI:II:I}:I: “1 slI(Iuld lil{c it
(() Iw clc:lrlv ~tlldctxtt~(ld tlmt in AJal:l}’:1 \\c :Irc c{)tltltlctitlg tllc
tntlll):ligll :i@illst Collllllunisnl ~m nll fr(~llts. l\~c :Itc fighting Il(jt
rJIll\ (NI tllclnilitnry fnmt, l)~lt oil tllc ]I(jliric:ll, s[)ciol, nlld cc(J-

- “ It \\mSir Ccrnld’s I)rc[lcccssor, Sir IJcnryIlt)l;lic fr{mts m wcil.
(;t II IIc\,, tr:lgic:tlty killctl I)y n Cl” fi[tll)tlsll ill oclol)cr,” 1951, who
Iil\l y;{)kc tllc \v{Ir(ls tllflt I)cc:lillc the slf)g:lll ~)( tllc c:llllpnigll in
\l,ll;l\’:1: “’1’his is :1 \\:lr ff]r tllc I}c:lrts :IIltl tllill[ls of tllc l~c(qllc.”

1!!”1050,” I.icutcnnilt (jcncrol Sir Jlm-ol~l Ilriggs \\:Is ;lppointcd
l)ilcc(r)l- I]f opct:ltiolls” ill AIolnyn, 01)(1 :lhllougll Ilc held tlmt
:Ilq}oii)llllcllt for !Nlly just over cightccll Iliotlrlls, tllc phtu hc con-
~’citc(l during tlmt time Ioid tl)c foundntiml ff)r fiwtl success.



7“IIc Briggs Plan had three main nims:

I. ‘[”o bring the population, especially tllc isolntc{i scctifms,
ulldcr effective administration nnd ptotectiotl. ‘1’llis illclll(lc[l IIIC
rcscttlcmcnt of %qtmttcr” communities.

2. Concurrently to expand the police nn(l I(tcill-[lc(cl)sc f[tt(cs,
1. “[’o estab]isll autli(icd civilian, police, nt]d [Ilili(:lr}, systclt; ()(

coll)lnsnd and control for all antiterrorist opcr:lti~)lri.

‘1’hc resettletncfitplon involved the trnnsfcrl,f lll(,rc tl~:lll 11:11[
~ I]tillion people, but its worth was undcrliilcxl I)v tllc \,i(}lctlt
rcnction of the CT’s; they used every means to ~lcl:ly :111(1Ilitl(lcr

its ~]pcrntiom Thnt the Ccnnmunists in Soutllmst /\\i:lrc:lli~c tllo
:ldvcrsc effect that rcscttlcnlcnt can Imvc 011 tllcir ~tr:ltcgy is
Iligllliglltcd hy their LIctcrlllincd efforts t{) illtclfcrc \lilll tllc
Agl(~villcs cllcll}ci llS[~tltl] Victrlnlll.lllAugllst, 1{)61, tllcg,]\rcrll-
lll~tlt of Solltll viCtllllll, CollllllClltillg 011 tllC (;ollllll(llli St 11{:111of

c:lllllxlign ill their ct)ulltry , stated tilat frolll 1°5H (}!] s~ll)vcrsivc
and violent nction was c[llploycd with the nilll of (Iisr(ll)tillg rltr:ll

(icl)io}’lncm mensurcs al]ci crcfiting lnsccurit}r ill IIIC co(llltrvsi(ic.

In ilnhlya, the resctticinent of Inrge null~i)cm of (:ilillcsi illl(]
pr~)tcctcd villages hadfi twofold effect. Itnm(ic tile (~i”’sct,lllc ({,
wcii-~icfincd areas to coilcct fboci nnd suppiics ;illci thus cxl)(~sc
ti~clllsclves to Security i;[]rcc nmimshcs; furtilcrlll[~rc, it r:lisc<i tilr
ltl~)rnlc of the ‘%ew vill:lgcrs” by giving ti~clll Imllcr iitillg coll-
tiiti(~lls, Silowing thcll} tllc tntlgihic cvicicllcc ()( \\iuIt (ic II II JcI:lu}f

iI;Ili to offer was also instrulncntai in oiling tllc !tllccis of ti~r

illtciiigcl)ce mdchinc. Ct)lltcntcd citizcl)s nrc Ill{tlc iikcl} t,) C(I
f)l)crntc \vitil the forces of Iatv flnci otxicr tiwll (iiscf]lllclltcti (IIICS,

It \\m oi]vious that if G)lllmtlnist nttcnlprs to i)rml( {io\\Il Illr

rcscttictl}cnt plan were to i)c dcfeztcci, tile nc\v \.ii12gcs IIIIISI il:lvc

rllc lllcnils to rcsistattnck until rcinforccincl]ts :llti\~c{l. “I”ilis Illc:lllt

:1 collsitlcral)le expansion of the police force ill {)r(icr to l)ro\i(ir

pcrtll:lncnt resident (icfcllsc groups. Cr:l(i(l:lllf, Illcir l)ll,l~~li!c
titltics ~vere taken (}vcr I}y ll(m~c Guar[i ul~”it~[(IItIIc(i I)JF tllv
viilogcrs tilcnlseivcs. As tllc \t:lr rtgainst tile tcir[~]i~ts l)r,)gl:c~sc(l,
tllcsc liotne Guards t~~ok a more and tnorc IJl(jl]lil]cll[ }xirt ill
t)flcmivc operations; there was a good” deal of in[cr~’itl:lgc rii’ail-!)



(Jvcr tllc compatmtivc efficiency of tl~cir respective units. Much of
tllc credit for the pcrfornlonce of the [It)inc Guords must go to
IIIC tllnny nrtlly and police units MIIO provided instructors for
thctll.

Gcnctzrl Ilriggs npprcciated that n policy of resettlement and
pr(ltccti(mof those rcscttlcd \vo~llclllots~lcccctltl t)lcsstlleoperz-”
Ii(jnnl Illacl)incry for prosecuting the \\’firwts pmpcrly gcfircd
t{) tsl{c full advantage of the dividends from such n policy. He
collcltl(lcd tkt \var I)v cxnlllnittec, oltllougll it is nil flllntllcnln t{)
tlt{jst soldiers. was the only sure way of co(]rdimrting Imth plan-
IIing nlld opcrntions. He dlerefore crentccl War Executive Com-
Illittccs nr stntc and district Ievcls. “1-0 initifltc policy, he set up
:t lVar (l~llncil, consisting of Ilin)sclf flfld the sclmtxtc hcitds of
tlw civil :ltllltillistr:ltif)tl, p(~licc, orlllv, :lild flir f(~rcc. C{nltrol fit
tllc iliglwst Icvcl \\:lsccl~tlnliz.c[l f\lrt~~cr\\’l~cnGCIICIMISir Gerald
“1’cvl)plcr nssulllcd the apl)(tintlllcnts (If l]{)tl] I-Iigll Comnlissioncr
:1!)(I l)ircct~)r of Opcrntiom, in Fcl)ruory, 1952. lIc mnalgalnatcd
tlIc l:cdctvtl Exccutivc Cmlncit ~vith tllc WOr Council, stating at
tl~c tilllc: ““l-here cnn I)c hut one instr~ltllcllt of policy at Federa-
Ii(m IIlnti{ulall IcvcI. ”

l:.nrll’ in lhc c:lltqmigl!, it \\:ts (Icci{lc{l to (~rg:lllim the illtclli-
gcIwc :~gcllcics nrouild tllc police ratllcr tl)nn the arllly. l-his

c:tl)it;lli7.c(l 011 the static IIaturc ()( I)olicc (Icl)loylllcllt, \vllich

VII;l I)ICS the police to Imil(l up tllc illtclligcllcc }~iuttlrc itl onc fires
(~\rcr:1 hmg period. “1’hc ngcncy rcs]~ollsiljlc ft~r c{)llccting, collnt-
ing, nnd dissclllinnting intcllig~ncc \\m tllc Special Ilrfinch of the
I;cdcrntifm Police. Spccinl Ilrnnch ~)(liccrs \\crc Iocntccl nt the
(c[lcr:ll, st:ltc, SII(I district levels. l,i:~isml I)ct!!ccll tllcln nncl army
tlnits \~wrking in tllcir nrcas \\rastvtrrictl (Jilt I)y hlilitnry lntelli-
gcllccofliccrs (Allo’s). AllCl’s \\t)rkc(l :ll,)tlgs~tlcSl)ccial ]Irnuch
(~lliccrs ill the S:IIIIC ofllcc ntI(l in II I:III\’ u;ws ml-ricd out each
f) fllcr’s dtl(ics in ml clllcrgctlcy. (;r:ltl\I:~ll\I, Illis s}stclll provided
:111ever-itlcrcmitlg flout [~f infortllntit~tl fi~r IIIC Security Forces,
:fs tllc \\’flrl)rogrcsscd, nlilitflry coltllll:ll~(lcrs ill Aln13yn cfllnc to
Il:lvcfll(wc nlld tllt)rc respect nnd fitlll}ir:lli{m (or tllc work of tllc
Special Urancll. SOlilc of the nmst dcvotc(l ~)fliccl-s ill this service
\vcrc tile Chinese inspectors WIIO functi(mcd nwstly at district
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level and thus ra]~ a daily risk of death ~t tllc ll~ll[ls of tl~cir tcr-
tx)rist fellow countrymen.

The build-up of police and local-dcfc!~sc (01-CCS tll)dcr (IIC

Briggs Plan enablecl the Army to concentrntc on {lffc(lsivc treks.
A ~ine qt~ no?z for the success of such o]>ct-a{i{)m wm tlmt C(IIII-
mnnders at all levels as well as troops hnd to krI{IT\’ intiltlntrl~’ IIW

particular area in which they hunted, g“llis \\:Is~jt-(lvc[l tilllc nn{l
time again when otherwise efficient units \\crc i[lttwducc[l to n

strnnge sector where they were unfamiliar \vitll ( Ilc tcrutin :In(l

tllc habits of the local CT’s. From this fncr (lcvcl{~pcd the systc[ll
known as framework deployment.

Framework deployment evolved zrouu[l t IIC il~f:llltry colllp:l[ly.

A I)attalion norlllally covered n (Iistrivl, \\illl il~ (.ollll);]llicf
occupying definite sectors in tl)c district. S(IIIICIitl)cs it \\vs 1)(Is

sihlc to keep onc cotl]pany m a rcscrvc I_(t( III}f[J[-CSCCIlcirct[fl)-
stnuces, but usually districts were so lnt-gc tll:lt rcscr\Fcs crj(ll[l
bc kept only at higher levels of comlnand. Anyway} the ililpor-
tant thing was to have the troops on tllc grf)(llld, tvllcrc tllcy
could take immediate advantage of Spccinl I]txtlch infonll~tion.
Battalion and brignde commanders still l-ctniilc(l S,IIIIC i(lllcrc{~t
flcxil)ility by being ahlc to denude OIICfit-c:l ~~(IUNJIMtclllp~)ral-ii},
ill order to support finother wllerc the C 1“s i~’ct-c :wtivc. I l(Jrv-
cvcr, these reinforcements were often a Itliic(l lllcwil~g to Ilw
ct)lllpilny commander in sit?f;nlthougl~ tllcy rc(l~[[r[l t IIC ill(clhity
of patrolling for Ilis own plfltoons, tllc (; ’[”s, Iikc r:ll]l Jil\, Ilo(l :1
Imhit of going to ground when too m?tl~ Il(llllcl’s \!clc HC:l IIIJ’.

I believe tliat higher commanders Il)ust resist n tcll[lcnr~ t{) s}~:l]lip
nn orca \vhcre gucrri[las are begin!~ing t~~III(JVC :11()(111<1I]{lltlly.
“Ilc ncccllt should hc on normal actit’ity f{)r :]s l(~ilg :1s l~f)ssil~lcto
tempt thcm to oveq>lay their hand. In the j\IIlglc, LIlc slc(lgcll:ltl)-

lncr Ivts n habit of IIlissing the nut.
1 can best ilh.tsttzttc how framework o]lcr:tt i,llls \vcrc cINlttxlllc(l

hy drawing upon l]ly o~vn cxpcricncc m :1 c(IttIl):iIl\ colilitl:ll](lci

in Mfilnyn in 19S4.
My compnny wm deployed ill a districl {I( NOItl\ J(]llorc, :111(I

in this cmc, as our Il:lttalion covcrcd tllrcc (Iis( I i<ls, I rc})rcscll(ctl

my commanding offlccr as the military Illcllll)cl” of Illc II K’;II

District War Executive Committee (Dlk’l~,(;). (hlr c(~lllr]littcc
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was a typicfil f)nc. “1’hc Chair-man was the h4nloy District Oficcr.
‘1’hc IIIcII)l)crs umsistcd of the Ilritish Adviser to the District
(Miccr, the %nit)r Police Oflicct-, the District Ht-sme Guard
()(liccr, the I)istrict Itlforlnotion Officer, tl]rcc local civilians
((me lJ,tIr(Ipc:III, (mc ~l)incse, and one N4al:1y), nnd myself. The
(1111ct,llu]]itlcc I)ol-ttl:]lly Illct once lvcckly Imt the Operations
!+llwf]llllliittcc W:IS [~(tcn in (I:lily session; this consisted of the
I )istrict ()(iiccr, 1IICScnit)r Police Officer, ;lllil Illyself, with others
c:llhxl in if ncccss:~ry. I Illust stress thnt wllcrm we planned as
:1 c[n]]lllittcc, the (Iny-t{)-day conduct of opcrzttions was a joint
Itlilit:try-police rcsp(msil)ility. We ran a joint operations room
tlmnncd by a nlixctl tcarn of soldiers and policemen. This was the
nerve umtcr of all our work and the control stfition for our radio
coll}l]lttllicatiol~s” to nnny itnci police patrols. A patrol requiring
clcarmlce to pursue Cl “s outside its allotted boundaries would get
this by a rildio Illcs$.rgc to the joint operati(ms room. In turn,
:Iny Ixrtr(}ls (ll)Criltillg in the viciuity would I)c quickly wained of
Ihc l}c\v (Icvcloplllcllt, “l-his wm vimlly neccssfiry if groups were
not to clash w,ith CVWII(~thcr in the dense jungle, where one shot
first :111(1qllcstioncxl ;I(tcrward.

Ai{)st of our \\otli wns routine nncl nlundnllc, to the extent that
jungle patrollil}g can ever qualify for either of those descriptions.
\lTc folk)wcd ul) Spccinl llranch information] nnd we played our
{~tvi) IINIKIICS. “l-llCrCwere few spectacular successes, but we kept
tlw terrorists (NIthe IJWVC}constantly lmrrying them and doing all
ill ~j~)rpf)u,cr r{) srnrvc tllcm out of the jungle.

‘I”hc ttwst succcssflll (q>erations in Malaya were those aimed at
{Ictlying mIy f,)nn of fomi supplies to the CT’S. They were

ilsu;llly conccivc(l :][ smtc level ancl p]anl]cd in detail by the
{list rict conccrllc(l. SIIch operations went oil for a considerable
rilllc, rhrcc to ((wI” Il)f)l)ths in many instances.

‘l”l~c dccisi(m tf} strike at a certain area had to be taken in the
gmtcst sccrccy for it entailed nttncking not only the stomachs
{)( II)c C’l-’s IItlt ;IIs(} [hose of tl]cir potcllt i:ll suppliers in the
villngcs. I{ari{millg U:N stringently enforced, even to the extent
~jf insisting tll;lt :]11 Mns should I)e pierced I)y their purchasers

I)cforc lcn\’ing a shop t{) prevent their being put into food dumps
for terrorists. Ill n ftl(~d-denial operntion, the innocent suffered



with the guilty, hut m Il]:lke exceptions \VilS fill itivitiltioll lo

fnilurc.
As their food r-whcs lvcrc rcc{uccd, tllc C’1”’s gre!v lilorc ~il](l

more dcspcnttc. I’lwy took” risks tlu{t cx~~t)sc{l tlwlli t(l %ctirily
Force ret:llintion. Inf(}rllmti(m I)cgan t{) fl{)\v, :~l)d for the ~rlll~,
life hccmm truly hrxtic. An)imshcs nt]tl p~ltrt)ls wcm tlw OI,ILI
of lhc d:ly, ‘1’IIc slr:lin (N] junior cx)t))ll);]l)(lcrs W;IS c(}llsi(lcml,lc.
A spoiled fiIlll)i}~lI l]lCili)t l]ot OIIly [I)c CSC:ll)C of tclror,ists IILII :1
grc:lt 10ss {If prestige in tl~c ,Iistricr. I,[,yill citizclls WCI-Cl)rc~):lrcfl

to Um{crgo Il;lr(lsllip ;)nlt tlcnr StilrV!lti(~ll if [l Icy s;l!v tllc r;li)gil)l(
signs of SUCCCSS,but tllcy were not so cngcr if the nrl]ly 311(1tll(
police failed \\llell the opportunity firosc. I well rcnlclnl~cr {)(]<
occasion when a carclcss ]Iwvcment by onc tired n]an Cil(lSC(l oil

ambush to he sprung pren]fiturely, after tu~cnty-cigtlt d:lys ()(
wniting for a C~ ctmrier to pms nlong il trock. “1’lm.llnfortul]:lt{:
soldier \vnsllf)t :Ill(Jwcd 10 f[]rgcr his I:l})sc easily.

Lack of fmd often forced it C’f’ tt) sttrrcn[lcr. I Ic woIIltl still

aw~y from a g:mg ill which hc hml spcllt ll]:luy yc:]rs 21t(l IIUII<(
his wily to .tl~c r(md to give Ilill]self ~11}to ;] pnssing plal}tcr or t IIC
nc~lrest pt)llcc pf)st. In his lNM)kI<ed .Shflilow oavf Af~rliryfl,Ilrig J
dier 1 lcnnikcr rccour}ts how one C-[’ rl]iln:lgc[i to appc:~r just 0[
the Inmnent that Vice-Presi{lcl~t Nixrm ;]rrivc~l nt o villngc pi)li(’~
post during his visit to Malayil in 1953. Tl]c Vice-Prcsidcl)t \\IOs
milt-cd th:]t rl(]t even tl]c IIritish Arrr]y !v{)uILI I]:IVC rric[l [t)
“artnnge” n sideshow Iikc that!

The mentolity of a surrer~dcrcd terrorist ill ~l}lltya was clrl-it)~ls
Within minutes of giving hilmelf up, I]c W:IS (]uitc prc~xlrc({ 1(,
lead Security I;f)rcc pntrf)ls to l~isrcccllt Ilitict)ut :trl{l vvtcl] c:llr]ll~
wl]ile they flttackcd and ki]lctl his crstu Ililc cor]lra[les. [ cl IN+cl\
questioned {mc (m the suhjcct and I)c s:li(l \{’i Ill I)tutnl ft’ill)lillcs,

dlat whcrl mlc rcfllizcs that tllc Cause I):ls fililcd, ~vlly wmtc Iilllc
Iloldirlg imlilcsts? I[sp{)lrse the ~vinnillg side :1s quickly M p[)ssil,lt
\vidwtu furtllcr rccrin]in:itif)n or rcgrcl, ‘1’llis tr~rly cvi{lcllccs :Itl
nl)ility to p~rll :1 lx]l]lt)r~i) curtilin {1{)1)1] ()\Icr tlic Il]irl(l; I)(I[ it i
:Ilsf) :1 trait of fot:llislll thot wc sIIoII1(I cxl~lt~it to tllc Iltillost \\lI(II
fighting Oricnrfil terrorists.

The full ct~ccts of food dcllinl i]r~d IIIC cf)nsc(lutmt Cl” l~m(,
hy dcoth fln(l surrender were const:lr]r Iy nladc knowt~ ttl t II(,



rcllulitltlcr by tllc hnlg ntvn of psychologiml” worf~rc. “Loud
Nloli(ll’” airctxft fit(c(l with powerful Iolldspcflkcrs, Icaflcts, mlti
r:ltlio l)r(mdtnsts were all used to nmkc ccrt:lill th:lt tlmc who httd
CSC:lI)C(I so far were made fully cogni7.ant c)f the perils to come

;III(I of tlic very simple :lltcrl~ntivc—stl rrcllclcr. (In onc occasion,
I took”pnrt ill ir INwcl ty]~c of opcrntioll in which tl)c CT’s were
:c+stlrcd by nil nvnilal)lc lllcans tlxrt there \v(Juld bc no slwoting
it! :1 ccrtoin nrcn fl~r tllrcc [Inys in (lr~lcr to nilow’ thcm to sur-
Ictl(lcr \vitll[mt danger. “I”llcrc \\’as i)l{lcli wrgging of hcnds l)y -
tlw ])cssilllists, but \\’egot tllrcc surrcntlcrs ami ti~csc were tiircctly
t-cs~)f~l}sil~icfor tile ciilllillnti(m of four tlwrc C1”’S. ‘i-llc troops
tlu>tlght tilis n very gowi {iividend for tilree days’ rest.

111tile Imcr st~fjcs of tile cnmpaign, Ixmlbing of terrorist cml}ps
;Ichicvc(l sotftc vcrv cfmsi>icuous succcsscs, i}ut it wm in ti)c rcnlm
of :Iir trnns~)(]rt oliti nir stlilpiy tilat (ilc nir (orcc rcoiiy ilmtic jts
tw]tlc ill i?lnlay:l.

“1’hcni)iiity of i{oy:li Air I;orce n[ld Royni Austrniinn Air Force
l,il(,ts to cirop sopplies in tile jungie wittl pinpoint accuracy meant
t Il:lt I):ltrt)is c(mici contiiluc to opctntc m iong M ti~crc were ter-
rorists t!) follov.. Y(mr h~gistic “taii” \\’:lsImt n fixcci i)xse on the
g r{ml)(i i)ilt ml nircrnft tivrt cou!ci nppcnr {wcr you at any given
Iilllc :ltlli (irt)i) tllc \\!hcrc\\itil~l to figilt nn(i Iivc. 1 recaii being
:I}i’:ly frwn i)nsc for ni~~mt six wcchs fin(i rccciving nir supply
tli oi)s every f(mr [iflys, m rcguixriy :1s clf)ci(worl<, \viti} nn occn-
si(nlnl ll)fip “fix” tl\rot\n itl i)y a friclltily pilot when 1 was none
I(MIsure of (mr cxnct iocttioll.

“1’hc Itclic(q>tcr \vm xilf~ti~cr wil}nillg tt)~)l in Niniaya. It cnnizied
tl-{)(q~i t!) i]e put ciowm into clcnriogs ill tllc [iccp juugic minutes
:Iftcr toi{eoff from tile toflin base, tilcrci)y ill)tllcllscly increasing
Iocticni [lcxibiiity. l-+o\vcver, tile Cl-’s S(M)I1grc\\r wnry of tile
u,l)iriyi)ir(is, nnci nutncr(nls strstagcnvi ilnti to I)c cv{)ivcci in tileir
llsc. OIIC ct)tliti 110 hMl~Cl try to (ICSCTI1(I iifCl”:lll}~(111 top (If X

(:II IIiJ, f~)i”tllc (;1”s Ilcor[l the lwlicoi~tcrs :lly~r{n[llillg and very
[l~licl{l?’ liis}}crsc(i. “1’iwrcf~]rc, wc ifltl[ic~i p:lt r{)ls sillmitnncousty
ill :1\\i{ic ring nrf)tltl(i tile sltsi)cctc[i flrcn, {lsill~ sotllc t)f ti)c patrois
to i)rf)vi{ic “stops’” wiliic :! sclcctc(i :Iss:t{tll p:lrty lll{}vc[i in. Many
v:lri:lti(~lls of tilis driii hmi to i)c ilscti if \vc \vcrc to get ti~c nmxi-
IIlutll v:li{lc from ti}csc illvniuni)ic S55’s nllti tVhirlwinds. Ti~c



first question our soldiers asked when bricfc(l for a (Iccp jl]nglc

opcrntion was ‘Will there be choppers? “ “1’lic :Illctn:ltivc ~1’:vi:1
\vcarying approach t)larch, Insting prtrbaljly tl:l~s, \\i(ll :In)’lllillg
itp to fifty potinds of ammunition, fomi, ntl<lclllli~>lllcllt to rflrry.
Pmpcrly employccl, the helicopter is x hott lc-\\illtlil)g ~~calmn in
nntiguerrilla warfare.

Success in Malnya did nor conic cmily. II I):](I I() I)c \\OIlfC(l
for. Hundreds of OMI1lwurs of patro]lin~ llftcll l)l{)(l~lcitlg llt)tll-
ing but f~ustration-or all Illight turn on a sl)lit-sccol)(l c[lrx)llo(cr.

“l”housands of troops” Ilnd to be incioctrinatc(l ill t I)c :lrt of fighting

an elusive enemy and nt the same time to~lgllt tll:]t Iivillg ill tllc
jungle was no mystery of eating roots on{l [Ililll(illg out of llnln-
boo but rather the undcrstnnding of nn llil(~flici:ll I)ut \vcll-trjcd
principle of war.

“I”nctical drills al]d patrolling tccl~ni(lilcs \\crc l)\~ilt Ill) gr:\tl-
wrlly from the experiences of ]mmy ulli(s, cs])cci:llly frolll tllosc

splendid Gurkha Ixttt:lliom that spent n~orc }C:IIS i[~ N[:II:IY:I tll:]n

anyone else, and yet were still hunting cf’”’s ill 1959 ~\.itll tllc
san)c zest as they shf)~vcd at the beginning (J[ IIIC cll)crgctlcy.
Their combat experiences, together with [IH)SC of lllany otl)cl-s,

\\’crc tested at the Jut)glc Warfare Tr:~inillg ( klltcr.
T() try to sunllll~rizc 111 tllc ingrcdicl)ts of our sllcccs~ ill

IMnlnyn is extrelllcl~ difficult, for tllcrc ~~crc 11]:111)’.Solllc Itc
discovered early; otllcrs took nluch tin]c :111<1c(({~l-t If) I)rtdlluc.
But 1 believe the following factors were vit :11:

1. The evolution of a coordimttcd ilitclligcllcc nctuwrk. ‘1’llc
existence of an eficicnt police force WM illv:llll;lljlc ill (Ilis c(jn-
ncction, mtcl in coul]trics wlwrc the’latter dots not exist, I)uil(lillg
onc up may Imve to bc the first step in tllc c:lnljxlign.

2. “I-hc l~cnrts-nlltl-l) linds campaign to ~~it~IIIC s~ll)p(]lt {)( tllr
pc{q>le, cnrricd oot \\itll cnthosimn) I)y nll r:lllks (tf tllc Scctllity
I:orccs. 1 Icrc it sl)ollld bc rcmclnhcrctl tll:ll s~rrucvi I)rcc{ls sllc’-
CCSS.A bnttnlion tl):lt climinrrtcd most of tllc ( ;I”S it cll[’l)tllltclc[l
Id Illorc influcncc for good orl tllc IOC:I1l)f~[)[ll:ltil)li tll:lil (Illc
that Id :1 series (If foilurcs.

3. A well-integrnrcd commml systctll. A Iml rc(l~lilcltmlt
under this heading is tnct on the part of tl\c lllilit:\r~ coll}lll:~nt!cr
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\\’[jrking with tlw civil nutl)oritics. I-it)wcvcr, in tl~c final event,
Iw Illilst (I];il(c it pl:lin that I)c alone c(NllnNu)ds and issues orders

to I)is own soldiers.
4. ‘1’he need t{) appreci:l[c [hot this type of politico-military

\v:lris a slow business. It toolc”eleven years before N4alaya could be
(Illici:lliy dcclnrcd free frolll [l\c lnen:}cc of Collltl}unist terrorism,
atl(l twcn now a sl)uill group of Ilard-core I_allatics sl-ill remains on
tlw A4nlayan--1”hai Iwrcicr.

I.;ts(ly—nnd, it} IIty view, Ilwst illll>ort:lllt-sllcccss was due to a
well-trained Security I;t)rcc tcalll nble to kill and harry their
cncl)]y until he was exl}austed. ‘l-hey fo{lgl~ttl}eirol]l>otlellt in the
jungle anti out of it, anti beat ilim.

ii.

Wirll the possibility i{mnling that Unitc(i States forces Inay
fin{i tllcllv+eives face~i witil oi~erntitms in %wti~enst Asia simiiar
to ti~{~setllc i]ritisi! f:lce~i in Afal:lya-\viti] tile ai~i of Curi{im.
Aiill:Iys, iriji:uls, :IiICiAfrimlls-it II1:lY iw [~f vaiuc to lmis on SOIIW
i}f tile fruits of uur cxi]ericnce.

As a i~rc:ullillc to :lny (iiscxtssi(m [)f lllill~~r t:lctics ng;~insr gucr-
riil:is, i Illust ellli)lmizc Iny i)eiicf tiult troups slloui{i never be
intr~)(iltcc~i “c{)i(i” to such operations. A carcfuily c(mr{iinated
(raining priqyoin, prCfClili)i}~ carrieci out in ;1 coll~i]arativcly SJfc
arc:l witilin tile country in ;vilicil tilcy are gt)il)g t{) figi}t, cnailies
tl~cl)l to Icorn tilcir trade in tile right I{walc nnti :It ti)c snnle time
iwx)illc tilt)rollgiliy acciilnntizeci.

ii! Aiol:Iy:i, nii ilwtnlting Illlits \tfcrc illitiotcli illit) :Illtigucrrili:l
t:tulit’s :1{ (Iw i;:lr i;,mr ‘i”r:iillillg Cclltcr il} Stmliwrn Joilt)rc. ‘i”ilc
cxixricllcc of l]ly OU,II i)~lttaiion \IJ:Ntypicai. our unit mivance
p:lrty, c(msisting of ali ti)c rifle-cm l)pany ctm}nwntiers iln(i 3

sclccti[~ll of pintoon” colnl)l;lntiers nnci rlollcf)l)lll)issiolleci oflicers,
\\as p[lt tllr{)ugil ;I Il)ontll’s illrcnsivc cx)llrsc at tlw (;cnter, cui-
Illitl:ltitlg in a SIrcllu(ms tllrcc-ti:ly p:ltrol. ‘i’l~c rrnining nrca wns
Uwliiy free of C-l”s, i)ut tile fcw wI)() ~xxasi(maiiy intru(icti in-
jcctcd just em)ugi~ spice illro tile pr(]cceliings to i<cep everyone
(N1 ilis toes. Our pretieccss[)rs iMd in fact i{iiicci x C_i’ un tileir
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final training patrol, Ilius registering their first SIIC-CCSSin ill;ll:lya

white the lnnin I)fdy of tile battalion was still [)11tl)c l~igli SCM!
‘1’hc cnd of ildVilllCC-])~l’ty training was tinlctl r{) coincitle \vitll

the nrrival of the rest of tl~c unit. The COIII]MII}7 coIII In: IIIdcrs,

u’ith their trnined assistant instructors, then put tll~ir ll)en tlltwugh
the sanlc troining progrom M they thenmlvcs Im(l j(lst conlplctcd.

I)uring [I]is titnc, ollr conm]andit)g officer, \vi(ll I)is il]tcliigcncc
of?icer and other headquarters staff, nm(lc periodic visits to the
Illlit u’c \vcrc due to rclie\~e._l”hcrcf(Jre, I)y tljc til))c Illc tmttoli{m
nlt)vcd tlpc(~[lntry to its opcrnti(mal nrca, :]11rnl)ks were :lcclill):l~
tizcd and Iul(l receivc(i ml elcmentmy hut ncvcrl I)clcss essential
introduction to alltigucrril]a tactics. l-he ])olisll to the nmgll
article was al)p]icd later. .At the same tinlc, key ])crs(mncl l]ad I]ad
the opportunity to IIleet the civilian adnlil~istr:tt(lrs awl p{~lice
officers witl~ \vhonl tl~ey would soon hc working; tlwy were nls{)
in n ptxiti{m to hricf col])p:~i)y and pl;ltoon” ctjil~lll:lll{lcrs (H1SIIUh

matters as tl~c terrain ill the nc\v area and the Il:ll)its of local C’l”s.
T() Inany, this lengthy preparation may sccl)l m {Jvcrlcisurely

~pproflch to wnr in tl~is nmlcrn age. 1Iowevcr, ill this kind of
warfare, il ~lnit’s initi:]l sho\villg has a profo~lll(l cfFcct, for g(w(l
{jr bad, on tIIC enemy’s mor:tle. Tile better thc I}reparati(m, the
l)lt)rc chnncc there is t)f getting the ream aw:ly t{) :] flying stnrt.
I;urthcrlnom, an early success can have x sllxrp e(fcct on x
wzvcring Ioml population. It nlay well coax inft]rlllation fr(]lll a
loyal Imt hitherto frightened civilian; nnd inforn)ation” is the lifc-
hkmd of the antiguerritla system, for it leads to tlmt ]I)ost profit-
ilhle form of operation-the ambush.

By far the most s~lcccssful and, in terms of effort, the easiest
MI;IYto cli[l)itl:ll-c CI”s W;IS with :1 well-plannc(l :lIIII)USII. For tl)is

IC:I; OII, its pl:mning iInil cxccutioll dcscrvc dctailcti snt(ly.
The first essential ill the plannit)g of an all]l)ush wfis in fornm-

tion. This was usu~~lly supplied by the Special llrnncl~ of the
[~cdcration Police. It “Itlight tske the forll) of a very careflllly
compiled lk)ssicr on IIlc lm)venlcnts and Il:il)its (If ccrraill local
terrorists {)\’cr a pcri{~(l (If Illt)lltlvi, indic:ltillg i[ rcl)tlczvotls for :1

food” lift or n meetin~ :tt a specified d:lte an(l tilllc. Altcrn;ltivcly,
it could be information of ~iout)tful
informer in need of cash. Whatever

reliability I)rollght in I)y fin
tllc s(NIrcc, actil)ll Il:ld to I)c



taken ond taken fret. In Malaya, many fnlse trails were followed”
and a Ilrgc nunll)er of hours spent in great (liscon)fort” hefore one
!Iwt \vitll success.

(hce the il]ft)rlllation was rcccivcd, the next and lnost difficult
task was the reconnaissance of the likely area. Overt inspection
usually in\~itcdfailure; the mere presence of an officer in uniforl~l
in it ruhher field or llCill’ the wire fence of a protected village was
sufficient to \varn all rul)hcr tappers and other nearby workers
that ill] 01111)(1S11Was in tllC ofling. l-he word WM qtlickly prosed
to tllc Iocnl hflasses’ ]i,xccutive, and the proposed food lift or
Inecting with tllc terrorists was cttncclcd. Vari(ms strntagenw had
to he :tdopteci m defeat tile curious in these circumstances. A
i)rotiler of%ccr in Iny battniion, ciresseci in civiiian ciothes and
carrying a themioiite, (mce pose~i as a surveyor of tile Pubiic
Works [)epartlnenr in ~lrder to reconnoiter a ciifficuit anlimsil
site. On anoti}er occmi(m, i had In awkwar~i haif-llour in tile
roie of tile representative of a colnpfiny timt soi(i a latex-growth
stitlluiant. Whiie a pinnter friend kept tile Cilinese overseer in
c(mversation, 1 took a s~lrreptitious im>k around, uncier the guise
of carrying out a seelningiy cietaiic(i insf~ection of the nearby
rlti~i)er trees. Wi~ere even seriow playacting was too risky, we
Imcito rciy orl estate !naps, aerinipi}c)tt>gral~lls—\f~i~ercti~e jungie
cilllop~]~crlllittc(i these-—anti,in tllcfillaievellt,lf)ci~i i{no\viecige.
\Vc i)(liit ui) our recorlis of tocai uqmgrai]ily i)y insisting tilat
c\ci-y ixltrf)i colllnlantier writes I)rief report of his patroi in tile
C(}ll)pnny Patroi I.og upon his return ami, wi~ere pmsii)let include
ro~lgh skctchcs of tile (crritin. in ti~is way, \vc cstili)iislle(i a good
picture of our oi>ernti{mai area. Wilcn information was “hot”
anti i~ati to he acted upon inm}ediately, our locai imowiedge was
often tile tmly guicie to pixnning the an)bush location.

After recxmn~issimce, ti~c next stci> was to tictcrminc wiiicil
i{in(i of amimsh wouili i)e most suitai)ic. Generally tilis ciecision
was influenced i)y three tnain factors: ti]e type of target, tile na-
ture of the terrain, and tile time of (iay, or nigi~t, wl~en tile trap
\\’as iikeiy to i]e sprung.

‘l”ile target c{ml(i usu:!ily i>e classified in onc of two i)tx)ad
categories: an inciivi(iuai or a sinfiii group of terrorists coming to
a nleeting, or, aiternativeiy, a mucil larger body moving in from
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[IAMPLE ELFANAR[AAMEu$N

OREPRMNTS FIRE GROUPS

tl)c jungle to take a food lift fronl a pn)tcctcd villoge. Wl)crcls
rllc s(nall group \vould prot)al)ly be IM;l({ILxI l)cst I)y a fc\v picked

slmrksl)lcn, a larger gang ncccs~itated tile (Iel}loy[llcslt of a IIIUCII
I)iggcr force in wkst was known as aIl :IIC2 aIIIlmsll. llcca IIse
ii~forllla[ion on the exact number of (yI”s likely to I)c involved
l\’asf)ftC1l very SliCt~lly, tllc arcfi allll)tl!ill \\’:lstll~ l:lyotll llorlll:lll~
Cnlploycd.

The ~reaallll)~lsl~ consisted of a nun][)crof sllla]l grollpsof two
or three nlcn dcph)ycd so as to cover all pmsil)le avenilcs of
L!ssxlpc l“ron} tl]e :lctual CT rel)clezvo~ls, Ill thick jungle, tlwse
Cs~il])c l-{mtes were limited to paths or gal])c trails, hut in ~ WC!l-
kept rul)ber estate, where the undergrowth was cut short between
the lines of trees, considerable ingcn~)ity \v:Is rcquirtd in tryitlg
to predict which direction tl)c (lccing (;1”s \v(IIIld take IVI)CIIfire
was opened.

When CT’S were suspected of movcu)wnt into ~ultiviltc(i areas
bordering on the jungle, a modification of the arcn Inetllod was
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pf)ssiblc. This took”the forll] of Inyiug tllc al]ll)ush froln the jungle

si(le, lookinfj into the clenring or pl~ntntion. FIowevcr, this type
of plan was suitable only for tinyligllt operations.

Most fnod lifts took place at night, and the site \vas nearly
always somewhere in the wire peril l)cter of a prutected village.
Ill tltcsccnscs, tl~cctlstoll}nr yprocc{ltlrc” \\’:lsfortllci~llll)llsl} pnrty
to lczve camp ~ftcr the evening-curfew Iwur. “l-he men would
IIN)VCstmigllt itlt[) tl}cir prcnrrn[lgcd l~(]siti(jlvi and rcnmin tllcrc
ltnlit tl}c C1”S CO1llC.If tllc IIlissi(m wm nbortivc, tlmy returned
tocfilllpi)eforc thccurfew \vaslifted, at dilwn. Ill the Intterevcnt,
core \\FmIld he takcll to ol)literatc signs of tl]e occup:ltiotl against
tlm p(]ssil]ility of Ilaving to return to the snlne spot on several
successive nights.

When the inforlll:ltioll in{licatcd tltc p~)ssil)ility of t daylight
:lI)IINIsI] neor the jungle edge, the troops wmlld nwvc out osten-
sil)ly in onorllcr [Iircction, m if ptxwccding on a n)~ltinc patrol.
ot& in tllc forest, tlw f{)rcc II1[JVCX1to nn area bct\vecn 500 nnd
1,()()() yilrds fIOIII the jullglc c{lgc 311(1 estnl~lishcd a tcnlporary
lKISC. I;rln]l here, tlw ct)tll}t~:llldcr lll:idc a careful and covert
rccxmmtissance, t:lking care to avoid being seen by twMser toppers
or cultivators, OI)ce in(livi(lu:ll positions had I)ccn sclectc{i, the
first gr(,llp for duty Inovet{ ft)r\vard and occ{lpicd tlwill m silently
m I)ossil)lc. in Ilwsc circ{ltllst:ll~ccs, I )it IV:IS :1 \\,J m n{lvis:ll)lc to

st:llioll ill Ille rmr of IIw aIIII)IIslI Ixlrrv a gr(ml~ \\~lNEwtnsk it
\\’:lsto I(){)k I):lck intt) tllc jtlllgle. CI”’S 11:111:111()(1(1 lmbit (1( i’l\)-

}>rlxlchillg frolll uncxpcctu! directions.
‘1’IIc strnill of rcl~l[lining constantly alert in tlw Ilot, humid

clillnte of the jtInglc is cxmsideral)le , nnll this wns ofrcn acccnt-
~I~llcdI}y tlw })roxilt)ity of hut \v(~rkcrs. If Ihl’y Sllspcclc[l all
:IIIIIMSII, (l)llllll(lnist syllllmtllixrs \votll(i Suddenly I)cconlc (ltl-
tIsually clumsy ai]d drop their latex buckets with as much clnngor
M l)f)ssil)le, Ti]is wrs il uwll-known sigt~al indicnring that Security
I:(,rccs \\’crc in the vicinity. ‘[’() sustoin splir-sccon(l rcactiom by
tlw nwn, tllc nnllnlsll party hml tl~ Im rclicvcd fnirly frequently;
ill lily c(NII~xIIly,\f’eustInllv \\mrkc(l(m the prii}cil]lc of two hours
im :tlld ff~llr hours ofT. Reliefs \voIlld cOI]V2 f{Jr\v;~rd frolll the
]utlgle Imsc camp, m(wing silently, Imving left :111their heavy
cxluipn~ent l)el\ind. This kind of ambush could be maintained for



up to four or five days, proviliing sufliuicnr rntions I];ld I)CCII

I)rougl)t in tlic first inst:lncc. The sanle IIlctllod WIS used when

it was suspected that C1”’S might return to (mc of tllcir c:l]l)ps

sul)sc(lllcntly ,Iiscovcrcd hy us. Onc Such :111)1)11s11W;ls Illoulltc(l

I)y a ])lat{)tm of our I);ltt:;lion for tcn d:l~s. 011 lIIC tcl)tl} d;ly,
C’l-’s dici in f:lct return to the camp, find “just \vlIeIl rhe pl:lt(,{,n
coll}l]ulndcr \\’as \\’;titing for tl)enl to COIIIC\vill~in l)oillt-ljl:ll~k
rongc, an ovcrnnxio(ls sol{lier opcncci fire l]rclll;ltlircly :111(Itlw
g:lng csmpcxl. [n tlw IJritisll A r]]ly, \\Icl~:lvc :1 s:lyi[)g tll:lt, cx-
prcsscd in polite terlm , states that tl)erc is :11) i(liot ill CVeI-y ‘scc-

tioll. III ;lntig(lerrill;l operfitions,” it is [Ily csl)cricnce [I):lr IIC (w1311y

:lpl)c;)rs \\,hcII hc is lcmt \velcoll)c. WC lliC,l tf) \\CC(l <){,rs ,)[,t ii)

tr;lining I)ut {Ile o(Ic1 (me escnpe(l tile net il) tl)is cmc.

AI)y forlll of nnll)usll, whettwr it was :1 sl)c(:i;ll jol) for n SIII;III

group of piuke(l lll:lrlwmcn or iln nrcn nli:lir in\olvi[lg (1w I)cst

p;ll”t of n Colllpnny, merited very carcftll rcl]c:lrs:ll. WC w()(II(I

first try to fil)(l 2 piccc of ground ne:lr [IIC C:IIIII) Illflt rcscltll)led

:1s f:l I- as p(Iss Il)lc tlw fictunl WIII)USI1 site. (jro~l})s \voIIILl [Ilcl) I)c

posilionccl to \voI-k out nrcs of fire. If IIlis I)I(JCC(ILLIC~vns [lot
fCilSil)lC, the ~11:111\\ould I)c srlt{iicd fro]]) o IOIIglI VIII(I IIIIIIIUI
(]llickly consl ructcxl ill tile c:llnp arex. \Vlwn t{) open fire \\~as
ill\\’;l~S a tricly prol)lw] for :Illltmsll Collllll:ll}tlcl-s, :111(1glli{l:ll)cc
coIIl(l be givl t) on this cluring rcflcfirsxls I)y I];]ving otllcr II IeIII-
I)crs of tllc C’lolllj):lll), sill](tl:ltc IIIC ;Il)i)ro:Ic .11 (I( 2 (:”1” [;oIIg (.ol)li[]{<

froll} a nul)ll,cr of tlifFcrcnt (Iirekti{)lls, IIIIIS giving IIIC :IIIII)IISI1
~)ilrt~ an ()])lr{)rtunity to gauge 1)()[11 (Iistnilcc ;It}(l size of t;lrgcts.

if ti~ltc peril,lttc(l, this iirill \\Iasalso gf,l~c tlIrtJ~IglI :11l~igllt. Night
illllll)itmting [Ievices were also tested. ‘1’llr[)[lgllollt tily tilllc ill
M:tlily:l, \\’c were c(mstantlv exlwrilllcl]till!{ ivitll clc(tric:lll\,
(Iclf)ll:ltcd fl:trcs to give LIS prcciolls Iigll( :11 Ilw I))(llltctlt II]c :1111-

l)ml] WM sprung. N()\J,;ld;Iys, l)ort:ll)lc illfr;lrc(l (Icviccs \\Jt,IIlll I)c

inv:lluable for tl~is purpose. The ClnyIlli~rc-ty]w \\c:lp~)I]\vt)(il(l
also nppear to IMVCn dcfinirc place in IN)lII Il}c niglit :111(Id:t}r
types of nml)llsh.

1[) 0111 rcl!c:lrs:lls, \\fcillso Imitl \/cry (:11cf~ll :Iltcll(ioll 10 [tic
drill for pla(il~g the II]CII in all)l)usl~. It \\f:ls(IIIr rllle Ll]:]l ;Iflcr
tile cotllll~nn~lcr g:lvc a prc:lrr:mfyxl sigll:il ll~:)t :111l)ositit)lls llil(l
been occupicti, anyone llwving in front of II)esc l~f)~iliolls \\I}tIl(l



Ijc shf)t. Sinlilnrly, tllc stnnd-th)wn I)rt>ccdut-c hfid t(j I}c rchci~rscd
:lnd :111sigmtls tmtnplctcly undcrst(wd. We alsfj pmcticcd a drill
for cx:]lllil~ing the SCCIICof nu :l[llI)usII once it I):ld Ixcll sl)rung.
‘1’l)is illvt)lved tllc c(lllllllolldcl”s dclnilil]g :1gt~lll]) aS il SG1l-Cll p:lrty.
on Ilis f)rdcr, they \voulA cOI]IC forwnrd to CIICCI{ deacl and
NJotIIldcd Cl”s. “l”iw rest of tile IIIIIINISII~);lrty w(mld cover thclll
in this trek.

1,mtly, nnd IIwst illqx)rt;lnt of all, \\fcop(msllfld to be tlmr-
{mgl)ly tested ft~r :lccuracy. ‘~l}is ww done (m tllc jllngle range
[Il;lt t cwnpnny either inherited or umstructed. I’llc jungle range
\\fisnn improviscti Imt very useful ancillary to every camp. It
l\’O!iIlsll:llly nbotlt 20-30 yil~(lS in ltmgtll, \\iithn snn{ihngged butt.
‘1’orgcts rxmld bc sillwucttcs rcl~rcscnting Cl”)s fixcxl in n station-
:Iry positi(m or Ilwving on :tn cxtelllpf)riztd pil]lcy systclll.
\\’enp(ms \vcrc tested Iwrc froill positions i(lcntiml with those
n~)rllmlly ft)und in :Itnl)usilcs, i.e., :Ir(wnd trees, ()\Tcr hqyi, find
~lt)l{ing tllrougl) jungle ul]dcrgr{)wtl]. ‘i’his wns ;Ilso tllc till]c to
ctvi~lre tll:lt wcnp(ms \vcre functioning correct}>.

A ftcr the rehcnrsol, illl tl~nt reltlnillcd \\mtile” finnl check. This
Il:ld to IK I]wticttl{)tls. .Aily c(luil)llicnt tllot r;\ttlc~i 1};1{1to h rc-
lllt~\’c{lor” ftxcd \\itll ndlkive til[)C, Imir crc:lnl \vns washed off
:1s this cotlld I)e snicllcd by the Cl”s, and hlnck greasep:~int was

:Ilqllic(l to nll CXpf)Sc[l lml”ts {)( tl]c lNdy. ofi~crs (l~cll il~spcctc{l
oticc :Ig;lil} f{~r lII(JSC5111;IIII)llt Icllit)g [Ict:lils tljnl so oflcn II)uult

I Ilr (Iiiicrcllcc l)ctl\ccll sw-xxss :Iml f:liltlre. I)cscribillg tllcsc illl(l

IIIl\cr I)rcp:ir;ltiolpi tlut l\is I)iltt:llion Ilmtlc Iwforc an ;Inll)usl\, tllc

I:IIc Riclulrd Alicrs, ill I\is IMN]I{S})001 (0 Ki//, sulll]ll:lrizcs tllclll
0s t-ollo\\’s:” “()\crcl:ll]{)lntc preparations f[~r well ;1 I]liscroble
CWIIIJ’? Not 011 your Iifc. After living for so long like h~lnted
;Il)il)l:;ls tllc tcrro;.ists lI;Id ncquircd 311 instinct for d;lnger find n
sl)cc(l (Ii rc;lctitm t{) it \\,l]ich were Iittlc snort of the Nncnnny.
\t tIK \liglltcst Ilillt of troul)lc tlIc)’ J!’CIC ofl-slipping ;lild

t\\islillg rl~rt)llgh the un(lergrt)\\’tll Iil;c soi]lc unearthly djinns. ”
‘I’IILIS I)wpnrctl, tl]c nt]ll)usll I);trty \\Ioul(l IIIOVC out. ‘l-l]c troops

;Il)l)rcci:llc(l tlult [Ilc cI1311ccs of success Ilullg on a slctlder tl)rcad;
lllc\f kllc\\’ thxt if rllcv \\’cre umurxcssftlt, ]lwrc inforllmtion
\\’oiIl(l lMVC to I)e sou~tlt, :lild even if dlcy killed or cnptured
(T 1“’s, :1 follt~\v-up \vould prolmt)ly result. [n both cases, they
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wt)llld hc fxc.1 \vitll tlm more fornlidfil)lc kin(l of nntigucrrill:~
ol~cr:~tit)ll-jull!:lc p:ltr[)lling.

l\rl ICrCaStilt ,IUII)IISII(m infornlflti(m \tvM:1 cf)ll)}mr;ltivcly cmy
Il)ctl){)d of elililill:ltillg tl]osc CT’s SUC1]as I)is{rict :111(Illrnllcl~
Ctnllil}ittee n), Illlwrs, \vho llabitunlly \VorliC({ I) Cill’ I)rl)tcctc(l

vill:lgcs ond esl,ltcs, tllc hat-d cot-c of tile nu)vclllcnt, sucl~ as tlw
Stiltc (hnmitf l;CS ;I1ld Indepcnticnt Platoons, SCIIIOII) vcnt~lrcd
out of their (II cp jLInglc hideouts. It was tllcrcforc ncccss:lry to

K() ii) ;lnd fin(l [l)cm, :Ind this required a so~ln(l l; III)\\JlccIKc 1)}’ fill

;nnl{s f)f the flI( of jungle patrolling.
I tl~il)l{ 1 c:l,i hcst illtlstrntc tl)c variolls

:Ido])tcd hy (11scribing onc f)pcrntion in
tllflt W:N long cnougll for us tu try out
tcclmit]ucs.

Itl Al)ril, 19 J4, I was ordered to take n

“sI)IIlc\\zl)crc111tllc ‘1’aseic Ilcr;l srcfi. “ Tl)is covcrc(i :Il)[)tlt 80 I1];II)

squares, e;lci~ :Ii)ollt

tlp tllc ntwl ;mlong

C:lCII ll):lp s(ltl:lrc. i

1,000 yntxis square. ‘l-],~rcff)rc 1 Ila(i to (iivid’t

II)y piatot)ns ~n(i start :] systclll:llic scnrcl~ of
kept OIIC plm(m U[l(icr Illy Il:lll(i :It [Ilc fort



;Ind Aislmtcl)c{l tlw {Jtllcr lllree t{) I{ml{ for tlw Ilctxllc in [Ilc hfiy-
S(:lcl(.

I’Iw first task of COCII l)l:ItooII” ww to IIIL)VC (ml to its :Illottcd

:lreo zl)d cstal)lisl] n jtll)glc Imc cOIIlp. “1’llis WOIII{! I)c tllc nwlnl
l)f)int frolll wllicl~ patrols would searcl] the ndjncent awn.

A Iulse mmp \\vIsusu:]lly set llp I)y a pl;ltf)im, nltlmugh on
iwc:wion, colllpnny Imses \\I(mldIw forllm(l for a Inrgc-scale opcr;l-
ri{m. \Vl]atcvcr tllc si~.e, lIIC drill \vosthe s:ll}m. -1’hc pl:ltoon” colll-

l)mlldcr \volIl(l select a likcl~ nrca for Ilis first IXISCfri)nj tl]c n];lp
I)cfl)rc Ile set out (m Ilis Il};ssion. I Ic W(NIM I(N)I{ for a spot that
W:IS efisily idcntifiahlc on (he nt:~p so thnt his pntrols would have

:1go(j~i IIl:lp fiX fOr their starting poillr , :In(l hc \\roul(l also prefer

to I)c IIc:lr n strcnl]l ft)r his \v:ltcr stlpply. “lktsillg lip,” M wc cnllcd
it, w:ls ;l jungle riru:ll [Ilat {lescrvcs c cwn Xit)ll, l~irst, the pro-“1.”’]
posed I)ase arm was searched by snlnll pnttwls to ensure. that no
(;1”s u’cre ill tllc vicinity. ‘I-hen the l]mn \verc dispersed in a.
tx)ugll circle facing outward \\’itll pldtoon Ilc:l(iqunrters in the
ccntcr. (%ly then c(Ntl{l evcry(mc st:lrt to erect l~is ilnpro\/iscd
dwltcr. ‘1’hcse were lll;ldc frolll the pollclw-t~pe gn)llnd sheet,
using :l\~:lil:ll)lc\~incs:ln(t l~ranclles :1s supports. Cutting Wm dis-
co{lragcd, for the s[NInd of a Inachctc on WO(N!c;lrrics a long way

in jungle. “I_he men usunl]y pairetl ofT for this jol~, and while
(N)C\vm inlptwving tile “l~(msc,” tlw t)tllcr w(~llld stort prcpo ring
:1 Ill C!I}. \vC 21\\/;lyS :ltC 01) O S! IC!(CI” lJ:l SiS. ~h)llCUl”l”Clll \\’i[ll thCSC

I)rcl):lr;lti(ms, \\Ict(~ok turns going u) tlw \\’ntcr point to lxlthe,
:\l\\’:lysunder the cyc of n sentry. “I”hisuns the tillw that I alwnys
[clt p:lrtic~llorly \Iulncrnl)lc, dressed ill Nlt)thcr Nnttlrc and jtlnglc
I)()()ts, flntl corrying a sul)l)lnclline gtln!

‘1’() fylidc tlwsc within m ~vell m to th[v:lrt the il)truder, 0 vine
\\~mstrctclwd arotln(l the peril lmtcr; from this, orllcr guide vines

\\crc run to the nren of phttwm Ilcmi(l(lnrtcrs, \\llere the night

I ~ y h)cxtcd. Ilc relied entirely on Ilis cars to givescl]try ~v;ls 2 \\n s
\\:lrrting of suspicious lnovcnlcnt in the vicinity of the base. Our
illvnrial)lc rtlle was no lllovcmcnt for nny rc:lson olltside the
Iwril)wtcr l)ct\vcen (Iusk :tnd d:I\vn. -

1 lnving established bmc cflmp to his satisfaction, the plntoon

c(m)lllnllder snt in his sl~elter nnd pl:lnnc(l his potr(ll progrxm for
Illc Ilcxt dfly.



EXAMPLE OF FAN PATR(Mllt’G

\Vc Illa(lc usc of tuw basic patrollin~ tccl)ni(lum in this opcr:l-.
Iif)ll: tllc f:l~l l):ltr{~l :Ind tl]c strcnlll pntrol. 11(;111{11(X 111(!;1)0(1s

\vcrc fou!)(lcd 011 Lhc old nxlxil]] of “l~i[l(l, l~ix, ;IIId Att:lck.’)
“1’l}crcforc, Ilw pril)lary function of tllcsc l\\JtJ(ypcs of p:ltrol wwi
to ol)tilill in fornmtioil. ”

‘[”!}C filll I):ltl’()! \\’21SS() C:l]lCd I)CC:llISC (IIC 5Cl):ll”;ltC pOtr(JIS l:l(li-
:ltcci out from the I):lsc like the ril)s of a filn. A fill) p:lrtx)l Ilt)rlllillly
colwisteci of tlwcc or four l)lcn carrying (rely their wmpons and
:Illllllunitiol); they left :111tllcir hcnvy e(]~liplllcnt ill tllc Ixv+c.lr.:]cll
p:ltrol was {Iircctc(l oil a definite c~)lll}]ass-l)c;lritlg frolll tl)c I);lw.
‘1’llc interval l)ct\\ccn tllc ril)s dcpcIldcd I:ltgely on tllc st;lndard

of training. 1 usu:Ill)~ operfitc(l ;It tell-dcgrw sp:lcillgs. “1’hc (lis-

tilncc out irom l)mc wm governed by tlw mnlrc of d)c jtlnglc.

( )n the ‘I”nscl( BCI”;I t~pcrati{m, \\’ccould IIl:lll:lgc (Illly :Il)olll 1,()()[)
ynrds duc 10 the thick bclukar. In prilll:try jungle, “tvith little or
no tluciergro\vtil, tilis ~iistance Illight i)c cxtci){lc(i IIp to 2,()()()
Y:ll”(is. 1 lo\v(!vcr, \\’c sci(iol]l tric{i tf) I:ly (if)\\’1]{ii\l:lil(cs I)(II
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worked on a tinle Imis. Irrmn experience, we lcnrl)cd that a patrol
c{mhl Iwt be expected to l~~ilint:~intile rcq~lircd l~igh stnndord
of nlcrtness for Ilmrc tlltll ahotlt tllrec hours. ‘I”hcrcfore, our
patrolling wos usunlty gcnrcd to this till)c Iinlir. Patrol IIwven)ent
IM(I to I)c slow, c:lch step made cmrcfully, for a c:lreless Imot on
n tx~ttcn branch coitld lllcal) giving the al:lrm to a neorby terrorist
call)p. I;yes and ears were uwnlly tile I)mt weapol~s, but a keen
sense of smell was often instrumcnml in literally sllifflng out CT’S.
‘l-llcir presence wm frequerltty bctmyed hy tile odor of Chinese
cooking, or of curry on the rnre occmions when Malay or Imlinn
tcrtxjrists \verc in camp.

1l:l\’ing rcocheti its ;illle or distance Iilnir, the p:ltrol nlight re-
turn in either of t\\f) \vays. It could follow the lmck I)earing of
tllc outward course, dltls rcttncing tile original line back t-o bnse,
{~r it ct)ul(! IIIOVC n prcdctcrlllined distallcc in pilces to its right
(jr left mld rctutm (JN :1 I)nck bearing of plus or IIlinus five degrees
(If its ollt\\~ar(lCourse. l;(l I’ obvious rCilSOIM, tllc Illctllo{l to be
used and tlte all)[)~lnt of rigllc or Icft movement lutd to I)e laid
do\Im by the plntoon comllmndcr I)efore the patrols left the base.

(he of my plato[ms il} Ihc Tnsek llcra was located in an area
hcnvily intcrlficcd \\ith jtll)gle streants. in tl]is cmc, the platoon
ct)nllmnder use~l tllc strcall~ metlwd of pntrolli[lg. As in the fon
l);ll r,)l, gro~il)s colviistc(l of three to fotlr lncn, I)llt illste;ld of
f{)Ilo\ving specific Imnrings, they worked their w’a~ up and down
tiw banly of strcanls find ctecks. I.ikc us, the CT’s preferred to
I)ositif)n tl~cir c:ullps near txmning \vater and this method of
surcl]ing \\’ilS {)ftcll sltc(xssful ill finding tllcll),

1 Io\\’ever, in ]lIY opinion, tl~ere is one serious drnwlmck to
strcalll ]mtrolling. Occ;lsiollally, there were considetxl)lc wtriatiom

l)et\\~een tile acttmi direction of strc:ltns and their aligmncnt as

sho\\”ll 011 tllc map. This resulted in the very real donger of patrols

clashing witl~ each other. “1’hercf~)rc, if this Il]etlwd is to be used,
tlm ;Iccuracy of the III;Ip slIould I)c cmrefully clleckcd heforchand
:111(1IMIIV tlw Illiniil)llll) i)tll])lwr of patrols dcpk)ycd in tl~c area
;It OI)Ct’illlc.

\VlwII scll{iilig ~mt Ilis (nil or strcattl p:llrt)ls tt) cover n tlwlwmd-
y:lr(l lnap s~ltlarc, tl)c Illiltooll” colllllmlldcr \VOUldalways kCCp 2
twcrve in l)asc so tlult hc coIlld (]\licl(ly take advantage of any
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illf(~tmmtinn his patrols I)rought in. Furthcrlllt)rc, IIC Ilad to tllnill-
rfiin good rzrdio coll}municatitm with I)is (.0111p311y col))innl)(lcr

so tl)at the l:~tter co(ild l)ring in cxtrn troops” if tllc task appeaw(l
beyol~d tllc capal)ilit}~ of one platoon. ‘1’lic fltlvcnt of tile llcli-
coptcr in h4alaya gf:catly facilitated prol~)})l cx])loitation” 1)~ a
large force of any il)formal-ion gaine(i froi]l rccoll[l:liss~l}ce”l):t-

trolling.

If a patrol detectc(l or even suspected tile presellcc of a C;I’
cnnlp, the drill was (or one or two Itlen to ll)f)vc Imck nlong the
hearing orstreanlto \varn tile base wlliletl~c (~tl~crtwo relll~ine[l
to \vatch the area. ‘1’hey would do tlwir l~cst t{) gxin further
information as to tile extent of the layout, Imt Ilppcrlllf)st in their
Illinlls wfls l-he fact tll;lt they must not prejlltlicc Illc opcr:ltioll” l)),
prenuturc movement fit thisstage.

Wllentl)e platoonc ommanderreceivcd \\ral-nillgf)f nsuspcctcd
calllp, lle garhcrcd up all availal)lc IIlen ill lnsc-lea\~illg (JIlly :1

small refir party—al~(l nwvcd out,guided 1)}~tllc IIICI1~vl]() I)ad
returned from tile rclx)nnfiissnnce patrol. “1’llc~~a(lviscd l~illl ~vllcrc
to halt the main body so that its prescncc \vould not t)e dis-
covered. ‘I”lle platoon commnnder then n]ovcd for\vnrd ond c{)ll-
tacted the rest of the patrol, getting up-to-(l:llc infotlnation fronl
thcm. 13c had no\v to cnrry out the Illost dclicotc p:lrt of tllc
operation---his o\vn reconnaissance, whic]l ll)igllt take hours if
I)c \\~ast{)gctago(j(l idca(~f tllcstrengtii of tlw ~~sand at ttlc
sajl)e time escape detection from-t l~eir sel~trics. At the cnd of
this reconnaissance, he hod to mal{c tllc decision as to wlwther
Ilc could lnanagc tllc job alone or wllctllcr I)c sl]olll(i radio the
cx)lllpany colnnlal)dcr and ask him to coltlc ill al)d t:lkc over.
}Vllatever course hc took,” the platoon col])[ll:llldcr wOIII(I t)e ttlc
key Illall in tl~e acti(m sii]ce hc l)ad IN](I tile I]cst 1001{ :lt the
ground.

In the Tmel{ IIcra, we had ~ chain of cvcllts silt)il~r to tlmsc I
I]ovc descril)ed, and the platoon coinmandcr (Iccidc(l tll:lt tl)c cnl]]p

\vas small enougl~ to take on without extra slipport. [lc thcrcforc
carried out the next part of tllc {Irill, \\,l]i[ll \\JMto s(irro(lll(l
tllc camp area.

When a small force, SUCIIas a plato{)!l, t\’ai s~llr[)l]n{lillg :) (;1’
calllp, it could not lIopc to form a contin[l(]tis cllilill of l)nyoilcts



ntOIIIId tile site, Ill this CMC, an msault force of some six men led
I)v tllc platoon collmmndcr Wm dct:lilc(l :llld IIIC rclllninder were
(Iivi(lcd into “stop’” grm]~)s of two to tllrcc lllcn c:lch. [t was the
Itsk of tile platoon sergcnnt to put tllcsc into position. He clic!
this l)y moving around tllc area of tllc c:lllq) (m :] series of right-
:Inglc t)earings, dropping off “stops’” (m nll Iil(cly cscope routes.
‘1’his particular cafllp wm near x sn):lII Llkc so tllc assnult was to
I)c mndc from the land side, with stol)s (m either flank near the
Ifll(cshorc, Whcrctherc wcrcno well-dcfinc(l getaway trails, the
proccdtlrc wm to phcc stops flbout 3(10-400” yfir(is out fr(ml the
cstinlatcd perin)cter of tllc crimp.

‘lhc short jungle dny seldom allo\ved the whole operation of
fill[lillg acatl)p, carry irlgotlt thedctailed rec(mnoissancc, placing
the stops, atlcl finnlly attocl(ing to I)c cwl)plctcd during the doy-
Iight Iwurs-especially as an attack j{lst before dusk precluded a
[()ll{)\v-\tl)ofescapiilg H'sitldayligllt. -l`llcref()rc, it wm usually
necessary for the stops and assault ~roup to rcnmin in position
throughout the night. ‘]-his placed ; considcr:ll)lc strnin on all
concernc{i, but the troops nlways rcspolldcd I]ol)ly m they rcnl-
i7,cd that this might I)c tile climax to lm)nths of hzrd “jlwgle
I)m+llil%r.”

As soon as there wm suflicicllt light, the pl;ltoon conulmnder
sigllalc(l tllc assault group to advance. Moving at tl]c dout)lc, they
clutrged directly into tile crimp, firing at fill the visible enemy
atld nt the jungle shelters constructed by the C3”’S. I’hc terrorists
invflriably had a well-rellearsed escnpc plan, nn(l the not hit by
tl}c initinl bursts fr(ml the nssmllt.grollp wmll[l spcc(lily fade into
(IIC silrrounding jungle. II was the twl( of IIIC stops to piclc thcm
011 m tllcy cscnpcd. As soon as nll firing fillisl~ctl-~lld it scklom
kwtcd [(ir Illore tlvtll a lnin~ltc-tile l)l:ltootl” c{)tllnmlldcr organ-
i7.cd ~ follow-up of ally terrorists WIN)were SCCIIto IMVCcscapcd
Ihc Ilct. Usually Ilc ll~d fi tr~ckcr dog or 011 Il):in to resist him in
dlis trek. lbans were specially cnlistc(l trackers from Norti~
Ih)rnco, skilled in following trails and distilqyishing between
Iluillan anti anilnfll signs.

If a colnpally-sized force was involved itl the attack, the tac-
tics \\crcsitllilarc xccpt tht tllccordoll of st(q)s wflstighter, with
lll~)rc ii)cu available for this trek.
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Thecamp wcfoundintheTmck Ilcr:I JJ:lS, ill f:lct, ul}(icclll)ic(l

when the assault llmved in; it wos t!isctJ\crccl I:ltct- IIl:lt III( ill
Iutbitants had Icft on n fot)d-f(jr:lgillg cxl)c(li[if)tl so(lil ;Ifl(r 111(

reconnaissance p~trol heard tl)eir II IOVCIIICII~S, OI)C rctttrllc(l jII\t

as the platoon colnmander rcachcd tllc ul(::lrijl{( ill tllc ccll(cr of”

the terrorist shelters. Iltch snw tllc otll(’1 silllllll;lllco(lsly :111(I !Il(

CT made off. l~c was chased and I\(JIIII(lc(l, :111(1:111111111[<11II(

escaped on this occasion,” his wound \\:ls s~l(liciclltlv scl-iolls l,)
make him surrender a few dnys htcr. I lot!clcr, this ;I)(i(lrl)[ J\;I

typical of the lllost cmnm(m forlll of cOI1l:III l)ct\vcrll Scclllil\
I~orces and CT’S in the Malsyan jungle-tl]c CI1:lIICCcl~c{)ltlltcr.

No matter IN)JVcarefully plans arc I)):l(lc, tlIc I-c \tiIl !)c II IOII\

occasions whcll patrols stumble on g\lcrrill:l\ I)v UIIOIICC.W(.
found it neccss:lry to Iutvc n sin)plc (Ii-ill for this (jccllrrcll~.c, :111(I
it often worked well.

If a leading scout an(i a CT sa$v COCII()(ilcr nt tl)c s~lltc tit)l(

and there was no po.ssibiiity of gtining s{tq)risc, tllc Sco(lt Slll)lltc(l
“Bandits!” and cllorged, followed by tllc rcsr ()( IIIC p:ltt-ol. \VIIcII
there was a ch~lnce of bringing off ml illil)rol])j)t(l :IIIII)IISII, (11(

patrol would slip quickly into the jullglc oil citllcr si(lc ()( [II(
track and try t{) Ict the CT’s get m CI{N+C:]s I)ossil)lc. If OIIIS \\’:I’l

only a small rcmmnaissnnce patrol, tllc Ixltrol Im(lcr Iiligllr Icl :1
large gnng of C1”S go by nnd and follf~~v (IIcIII to mcclt:lill 111[.
whereabouts of their camp. 1 know of t\v[) {Jccosi(jlls !vIIcI1 tl}i~
ksttcr variatioil was cnrried out succcssf\Illy I)y G{lrklln troops.”
[t does, however, “demand a very higtl st~n,l:lt-d of jtIIlglcc I:Ift.

III these cases, quick reaction I)y tllc Icst of t IIC I):ltrol to t Ilc

Icnding scout’s \\rnrning was’ csscnti:ll :111(Ifl]is (Ic})ctl(lctl ~tfl :)
thorough km)\t’ledge of silcnr sifyl:lls I)v CVCIVIIIIC.Silcl) (’c i,

golden in antigucrrilla operations; “tllcrc(l}l’c, :t c{)tll])rcllcllsivc li~.1

of silent hand signals WM clcvisc{i. ‘I”llcsc r:tIl~:cd fl-f)lll “ I’CIr{)l i~t
in front!” (fist clcnchcd, with tl,tll]]h ,),)il)til,K to tiw gr,,,,,,tl) t,,
nn il)lprovised OIICin my n~vn compnil~ tll:lt c{~lviistcd {If r:li~illtl
the jungle hxt accol)lpnnicd by n k)\\Ji)(l\\. 1[) ()\ll”IWlgll:l[:c 1IIL

Il)eant “Request the company crmlmxll(icr t{) cOI]IC to tllc flol~t
of the column!” After six nwntlls ill (IIC Nlnl:l)nll j\lll~lc, xII
soldiers found it second nature to collvcrsc 1)~~Il:llld signals.

Tl~c clmncc cncountcr thnt took plncc ill rIIC”I:ll{csi(lc C:IIIII) \\:I\,
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in fact, our only contact with L-r’s during a six-week stay in
‘1’nsck .Ilern, [t \\zasdiscx)vcrcd later tlmt our illf(jrilmtiim (m
N{). I target Imd lwcn prclllaturc; while \\’c\\~crcsearching
him, hc was still in Johorc. However, it had given us itll an

the
the
for
in-

valu;ll)tc opportunity” to polish the rough surfilcc of our earlier
training.

in ad(lition tu these Ixwic tactics in figl~ting the CT’s in A[alaja,
rlicrc \vcrc, of course, II I:IIIy \~:lriiltiol\s-s(jll)c Atw to circulll-
stances ami terrain, otlwrs :trisillg fronl tlw di(Fcrent fighting
cllarnctcristics of the nmI]y natiomrlities involvc(l. Iror instance,
the flwt-footed I;ijinns often prcfcrrtxl to CIMSCtheir opponents
twthcr tlutn wait in OIIIIIUSIIfor thcm; this unorthocit)x but ex-
tremely cffcctivc tcclmiquc mn[lc tllell~ sotl)e of the I)wst feared
tcrr[)rist-llill)tcl”s in Alfila)f:I. JVll;ltevcr the tactics used and the
il~tcrprctation put 011 tllcl’tl hy different units, I think 1 can wfely
soy that adhcrcncc to tllc fulluwing Illnin principles \VilS munlly
tlic fotlndntion of successful opcrntions against the CT’s:

I. A Jpirit of i)litifltive [I))(I ,lg~rcJ~io// lMd to I)c instilled into
cvctyone. At nll times, junior Ieadcrs had to conmlunicnte to
Ilwir nlcn tl}cir dctcrl)linati(m to seek o~lt aild destroy tlw tmelny
tlf) Ilmttcr \vhat the physical ~iiscoll)forts Illight hc. This WM not
nlw:lys CMY to do ill a country cxmtailling S(UIIC of the most
diflicuit g(;illg imaginable. Most failures to clill)il~xte L7’s in
f:lvoral)lc conditions \vere attrihutfll)le in son]c degree to a lack
of “go” (m tl)e part uf junior leaders.

2. A I>ighstmdwd of ?}j(lrl’s?t~o~)s}]ii)(It short rilnge>. ‘1’hc jungle
contact, m wc termed it, I)etwccn friend and foc \vns flcctillg in
the extreme. fly Aay, the encl}ly \vm usual!y I)wvillg quickly, and
Iy night, he \vm difIicult to sc’e. Success, therefore, depended un
being nhlc to shuot fast and accurately. Constant practice is the
only key to success here. %me purists say that every mm must
rca~h the sal}le high standard of shooting. This is a very desitztble
ailu but there is often ilmfflcicnt tilllc to nchicvc it. Therefore,
1 would counsel any unit tlmt wants positive rcslllts in this kind
of war to make certain tl~at its I)est shots arc up front!

3. ~071fimd hvining h jfm,qle I]mvi,qfltion,Ilsing con]pass and



[[lap. If fan- itnd strcl[n-type patrolling arc to I)c used, then every

IIlml nlust ktvc :11~clclnel}tar y knowledge of coll~pws work. III

I])y cxpcricncc, lIIC ll)(ht s(lrprisillg l)coplc uIIIcrgc :Is skillc~l jtlllglc
navigators. OIlc of IIlc best in ])ly coII)l);IIIy \tOs :1 yot IIIg c{)cl<t)cy

s{)ldicr WIIO Ilad nc\’cr Ivvm out of l.ol~<l(~[ltwft~rc IIQ s:tilc(l f~jr
lhlalaya.

4. ‘rhc~licvdopMtIt 0/ jzmgle(:r,7ft. ‘1’llis :111-cllll)r;lciflg lCrIII

])rol)fil)ly ilcfies de[<lilcd nnaiysis I)(It I tllil)k it is I)cst s}llll)oli7.c(!

1)~~ l;icld l\lillXll:ll \\r:lvcll’s Acscriptit)l} ()( [tic itlcill il~filntrvlllnn:
“~-Ic n)ust I)e a coilli)ination of cnt I)llrglor, g~lllll):l[l, ;IIl(i po[~clwr.’”
Certilillly the go{)(l jungle warriors in Alol:ly:l nccdcd all tllesc
:lt)tisoci~ll cllarnctcristics and a surprisit)gly l:lrgc nun)l)cr ficqllircd

rhcnl.

Our til(’tiCS in Illol;lya u’crc I)y 110 Ilw:ll)s I)crf(:cl, ‘1’llc gift of

Iiindsigtlt cIInlIles IIl~IIly of us to scc wl)crc li’c lvult l{rollg 311(1

how wc c;lI) in)l)rovc in the fut(lrc< nut rl)is ~vm a IICJJ sort of

War fotlgllt 0Vf2r SOI1lC I)f the Illo St fol’lllid; llJIC [CrrOill ill t!)~

world. II) tl]e I)cgi[lning, wc had to itl)proiisc :IIItl g:lill csl)cricncc,

:Ind this ((ml{ titllc. Ncvcrtllcless, in tlw fitl;ll c\Ic[Ir, \\’c\\erc :tl)lc

to devise nwthods tkst cnal)lcd :111tllc voric(l forces involvui to
inflict :1 (Iccisivc (icfcat (III ll}ilitant Colltlll{illislll. For (Ilis, rll:ln}’
C;IIItokc (re(iit I)(II none more so tlulll IIIC il)l:liltrv pri~:ltc sol(iicrs

of Illmy n:ltion:]litics who sweatetil fouqllt. IIlci \I’I)n in tllc.
jlingim of Ma!ayfl.
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LOSING IN THE JUNG LJZ-

lNDOCH1 b/A

INSIDE THE VIIWMINN (; CIICMI170 NgI’IycII ,( li:lll

STREET WITHOUT JOY lICII1:l I’[1 Il. 1“,111

The fall of Dicn Bicn Phu marked tllc foil of :In clllpirc, in S(,tltl,
emt Asia—and the demolition of IIIUCII Illilitxry d{)g[llo. 1lcrc .I
notably hack\~,:lrd oriental country tri~ltlll)llc{l slll:lslliliL:l}, C)V(I
onc of the Illl}st technically advanccxl \Vcstcrll co(lntl-its, \\t II

suppliecl with ;lirpower, tanks, nrtilicry, 3[)(1 grn(l(latcs of III!
KcOIC dc (3ucr Ic. The man WlIO pl;lIIIIccl IIIC N(JIII) \~ictil:lI)l~-.,
campaign wm Gcncrnl Vo Nguyen ( ;i:ll~, ll{)iv Alil)istcr of I )~

fense. His coll)l))cntnry on this nctiotl Il:ls j(lst I)CCOIIIC :lv;lil:ll)l(

We think you \vill find the sections \\c Ii;lvc cxtrnc( c(I cxt rclll(l\

thought-f )rovokillg. His complete 1)(){)1{ 11;1sIlo\v I)ccn ])tll)lisilr(l

I>eopie’s Win-, Peopk’s Army: The Vict (.’on,y 17)stoTcctio7i ,1!,lI)
rwl for Uvde~(icveloped Countr-ic$ ( Frc(lcrick A. l)r~cgcr, 1962 ).

IJr. Fall is also an authority on the ]Il(l[)cllilll dcl)nclc. I IC ~~,,11
his doctorntc 2s a result of his tescarcll ill tllc !icl(l ~fitll tllc I; ICII,II
forces. Reprintccl here is a chapter (rOIII Ilis (Icfinitivd 1)()()1,
Street WlthoIIt Joy (The Stockpolc (Uoll)p:ltly, i06 t ). I I(I is l)ot!
at ~vork on a forthcmning politiul I)ii[(}r}, //Ic ‘1’ww l’if’///,l///,

:.

(Frederick A. I’racgcr). l~txml Pllll(,llll,cit’11, Ilc ,, litc~ 1Ii,l( J“i,l
COng Regiment Ninety-five is IEICI{:lt its {It,! st:lllll)irl~ gr,IIIIl,Is ,,II
the “Street’’-’’and nasty m ever.”
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Insidethe Vietminh

GENERAI. Vo NGUYEN GIAP

1.

Victmtm is one of IIW oldest countries in Southeast Asia.
Strctchirrg like an imll ,ense .S along the edge of the Rtcific, it
includes Iktc 11o, or N~,rtl) Vietnam, which, \vitll the Red River
[)cltti, is z ttgion rich in ogriculturnl and ildustrinl possibilities;
Nan] II(), or South Vic~nan], a vast alluvia] plain furrowed by the
arms of the Alckong oild especially favorable to agriculture; and
‘1’rung Bo, or Central \Tictnanl, a long, narrow I)clt of Iillld join-
itlg tl~em. T() describe cl}e slmpe of their c-mlntry, t Ilc Victnamcsc
like tr) recall fin itl):lgc f~miliar to thenl-tlult of :1 shmllder pole
with a basket of pad(l, :~t each end.

Vietnam extends o\;cr nearly 128,000 squort ll)iles, on which
lives :1 poplllation {)( i]ppi_OX;l]latCly 30 n]illi(}n. IJurillg their
[ll:li~y III(NIS:IIMISof yL:Irs of Ilistf)ry, tlw \/ictll:lllwc lwoplc Iwve
:ll\vnys Imel) able to Illaintain a heroic tr:l{litioll of str(lgglc
afyinst foreign .iggressi(m. Jh-ing the thirtccl]d] cclltl]ry, in par-
ticular, they succccclc(l ill tl]warting nttcm})ls at iilvosi(jn I)y tllc
Alollgo!s, WI)O h~d cxtcndcci their d~)l)~ill;lti[il) (JICI tlw \vlNJlc of

fcxltl:ll Cllil\fi.
‘I”llc \’iclil:llllcsc l)c(~l~l~’s\\ilr (If Iil]cr:ltit,[l it its :1 Illsl \\,;Ir. 11s

:lin) \vas to win back IIIC lndcpcndc Ilcc ;II)d \lllit}’ ~)f tlw Cotlll(ry,

to I)rillg lmId to the l)casants, and to dcfent] tllc :lchic\’cn~cllts {)f
tl~c A~lgust Revoluti{, n. Thnt is why it \vm, first :11)(1forcnlt)st, :]
people’s wnr. To cd~lcotc, mobilize, orgnnize, zlld ;IrIII the w’l){)le
people in {)rder tl]ilt I I)ey might tfike port il] rhc rcsistnncc WM
the crucial task.

The enel]ly of tllc Victllfinlese nation WM :Iggrcssivc illlpcrial-
ism, \vhicll lmd to Iw ovcrthruwn. Rut, m tllc illtlwrialists Ilnd long



since jt)incd \\itll tllc fclltlal Iantll(jtxls, tlm :Itlti-ili}l)cri:llist strug-
gle dcfinitel}r c{nlld not I}e scpor:lted fr{)lll :lllrifc{l(lxl :Iction. On
[ILC t~tlwr lI:In~l, ill a lmcl{\\:Ir{l ct)l(~l~i:ll coil{l(ry SUCII :1s t)ilrs,
\\,lIcrc the ptmsants Ill;ll(c III) tlw lllajority of tllc p(q)ill:ltion, it

l)c(Iplc’s \\’:Ir is csscntifllly n ])cmi:lilts’ w:lr uII(lcr the Icatiersl]ip of

IIIC \vorking class. A gcIIcral lll(jl)ilizatitltl of tllc w1lOICpc(~plc is,
IIwrcf{}rc, ncitlwr ll){)rc tu)r Icss than a IIlf)l)iliz.:ltioll of tlw rural
IIlnsscs. “1’hc I)rol)lclll (If 1:111(Iis of tlccisi\~c illll>[)rtilllcc. ‘l-l)c Vict-
l):I!IIcsc war of lil)crnti~)l) wns csscilli~llly :1 l~:ltioll:ll dcltlocratic
revolution ci~rric(l oltt ull(lcr Illilit:try follll. It 1),1(13 t\\Jofold”
fundfll]lentfll tilSk: tile overthro\ving oi il)lperialislll an(l the defent
of the felldill lamlk)r(l class. ““1’IIc;lllti-illll]cli:llist struggle was
i)tinmry.

A l)nck\vard coloni;!l” country \\’llicl) Iul(i oi)ly just risen up to
pr{)cl:lint its il~(lcpcndcncc nnd install pe(~f>lc’s pf)\vcr, Victnalll
I):ld only recently dcvek)ped artncd forces. “l-llev \\cre quipped
\\’ith still nlediocre atum and hnd no ct)lubat experience. The
enemy, on tl)e other lMIId, WM an i[llpcrialist po\\’cr \vhich had
rctnined n fnirly ctmsiderablc cconf)illic :IIIA Illilitory p~]tcnti;ll
despite the recent Gernxtn (xxtlp:lti(~l~. She ha~l Iwnefited, tlwre-
t~ver, frotn the active supp(lrt of the United St;ltcs. l-he Imlance
of forces decidedly she\\/e(l Ilp mlr \\~e:lknesscs nfytinst tlw cncn]y’s

strength.

“1’lic \7ictt)3tl)csc people’s w:~r, tllcrcforc, IMCI to I)c hard and

long lilsting in order to succee(l in creating conditions for victory.
(l)nceptions born of impatience and ailned at ol)tnining speedy
victory could only I)c gross errors. It \\qs ncccss:lry to a(h)pt a

strnte~y of long-tirnl rcsistmce in order to lnaintail) and gr~clually

:Iugmcnt [)ur forces, while nibbling at nud progressively destroy-
ing time of tile ellell)y. It wm nccessnry to nccuillulatc timusnnds
of small victories ami to turn then) into one gre;lt success, gt3(i-

IMlly oltering the balance of forces, trallsforll)illg our \veakl]cxs
into po\ver, nn(l cnrrying off fin:Il victory.

At an early sutge, our Party wm :ll)le ~() (Ikcertl tllc time chnr-

nctcristics of tllc \v;lr. IIy pr(uxxling fro[ll this ol)olysis, tlllwugh-

out tile duration of hostilities nn(l ull(ier p:lrticlllarly difficult

conditions,” the Pnrty solved all the prol)len)s of the resistance.

“1’his ju(licious leadership Ie(i us to victory.



k. ‘1 Bac Bo

‘e

—.
(North Vietnam)

DlellBlel]PIIII -

THAI LANC “%

.

. - . - .-.-.?-+, ./”” n./ .- 1 w

==J ‘*”’””A J 1==



1$[) The Gueniilo-And How to Figi]t Him

OiIr stmtegy was, m we have stressed, to wage n long-lasting
Imttlc. A \var of this type, gcllcrally spcol{it)g, entails several
pllnscs. III prillciplc, st:lrting fron) n stngc of c(mtcntion, tlw war
gtws tlltxmgh a pcri(d of e[luilibriulll I)cfore arriving at a general
c{)(llltcrolyctlsive. q’l}e \vay it is carried (m can be subtle and conl-

l)lcx, (Itqxmding (m tllc lx~rticltlflr cxmditions obtaining on btstll
sides duril)g tllc C(NII’SC of (J])(!l’;llh M)S. only N long-term war

c(IIlld enable tw to utili~,e to tile Inaxilllulll our political trump
cords, tfj overcmlw (mt !nttdricl llillldiCOp, and to tr;lnsft)rm our
\\’c:Ilmcss into strength. ‘1’0 Illailltain nnd incrcfise our forces was
tllc principle to which we adhercci. We contented ourselves with
;Iltilcliillg \vllell Success \vns ccrtaii], refusing to give batdc likely
to inctlr losses t{) us, or to engngc in hazardous stctimls. We had
to I)uihl up our strength during the octual course of fighting.

‘!’l\c f~)rlll (J( (ighting Im(i w I)e colll]~lcte!y adapted to the
situati(tll. IVC IMA to r:lisc our fightil)g spirit to the maximum

al)tl rely (m the heroisnl of our troops to overconle the enemy’s
Iu:lrcrial superiority. In tile main, especially at the outset, we had
to rcsorr to guerrilhl figl~ting. III the Vierna!llese tlleatcr of opcra-
ti{ms, Il)is Illctll{)d mrricll ofT grc:lt vitm~rics. It ct)ul(l bc used in
tlw lllf)llnt:~ins fis \\’cll:1s ill tllc cIcII:l; it C(NIICIIw waged with good
l~r Ilw[litwrc llmtdricl, even witiwut nrn~s, and was to cl}nble us
c\cflttl:llly to cqllill f)tlrsclvcs at tllc cost of tile ellcl)ly, lVhcrcvcr
rlw I(xl)cditiollnry Corps \\~cnt,tlw entire populatifm t(wlc pnrt in
tlw fighting, l;vcry C(nl]lllune ha(l its fortified \~illage. Every dis-
~rict had its regiotl;ll tr(x)ps fighting lmdcr cmnmand of local
I)r:ll)clws (jf tlw Illrty, in Iiais(m \vitl\tl}c rcg\\l;lr forces, in order
r{) \f’car {Ioivl] nlld annillilnte [Ile enemy.

‘l”llC~CilftCt_, \\~ithtile developn)ent of our forces, gttcrrilla war

cl]:lllgc(l into l))ol)ilc \\~:lrf:lre—rllotlgl~ still strongly n]nrlced by

~~lclrillil tilctics—\\’llicll :lftcr\\,:lrd I)cc:ll]]c :l~c Ixlsic forlll of
{)lwr:ltiolls 011 tllc Illilill ftwlt, tllc Ilortllern front. in this process
of (Icvclopllmnt, ollr atw)y c(mst;lntty gre\v nn~i Ixsssed froln the

st:lgc of cng:lgements ill;olvillg a section or colnpany, to fairly
I:lrgc-sc:tlc call)paigl~s I)rillgillg into nctiol] sc\~ernldivisions. Gr~d-
u:llly, the nr]ny ’s equiplnent ilnproved, mainly through seizure
{)f :Irllls frtml the French and American illlperia]ists.

Fro])l a military point of view, the war proved that an inade-
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quatcly equippetl arl]ly, figl]ting for a just muse, cnn, with

apptx)priatc Strilt~gy ;Incl tnctics, conquer a nw[lcri) flrmy of
. .

:Iggrcsslvc Illlperi:llislll.
111 tllc Illamlgclllcllr of a war ecom)u~y ill an agricu!tur:llly

I)ackward country ul)llert:lkil)g il Iong-tcrill rcsistalicc, Ilw prtJlj-
ICIIIof I)ltildillg I)mcs in rc:lr areas arises. The r~ising nlld {Iefeljsc
()( ])rfxiuctioll , and IIIC dcvclt)l)lllent of :lgricultilrc, VC[”Cprf)lh
Iellri uf great ill~lxjrt:lnce for supplying tlie frunt :1s \vcll m for
progrmsivc inlprovelllent of tl)e people’s living condition s.” ‘1’llc

ll)atrer of I}):ltltlf:lcttirillg :~rllls was not one \vhici} coul(i I)c set

asi(le.

111 the I)uilcling of rural I)mcs imd tlm reillforccl]wnt of rcor
areas to give impetus to the resistance, dle agrarian fmlicy of tile
Party played a dctcrlnining role. Therein loy the :l)ltifcwlixl tnslc
of tl)c revolution. l{] a col(my where the nltional q~lcstion is
csscf]ti:llly tl]c l)cas:]l]t (lllcsti(m, {-ollsoli(l:ltit)ll” of tl)c rmist:lncc
forces \vas possible mlly t)y soluti(m of the agrnrian prol)l.elll.

TIIC August Revolution” overthrew the feudal stntc. Reduction
of IXIIJ rents and rates of it}tcrcst, decreed by people’s power,
l)csto\vc{l (m tl~e pensants t Ilcir first l]latcrial ~dvallt:lgcs. I and
Illol}opolizc(l by tllc illlperialisrs and trnitors was tx)llfiscalcd a[ld
shared out. Comnluna] land :llld rice fields were Ilwre c(lllital)ly
distrilw~cd. 1[1 19S3, dcculiog it ncccssary to prolllotc tlw :Icc(jIII-
plisli[t)cnt of 2ntifcudnl treks, tile P:;rty dcci(lc(l to achicvc
agrnrian rcfornl even during the course .of the resistance \var.
I)espite the errors that blel))islled acc{)lllplislll?lellt of tl)c rcfornl,
it wvts a correct policy crotvncd witl) SUCCCSS.It rcstlltcd ill real
Illatcrial advmltagcs for tl]c peasants an(i br(JUght (() tlic :ll-IiIy al]d
the people a new, breath of enthusiasm.

“1’lutuksto this ne\v agroli:lll policy, the life of (I)c pcf)l~lc, {l(lr-
itlg tl]c most L]ifflCUlt coll(litio[ls” of tlw w:lr, gcl)cmlly illll)rovc[l,
not (Il]ly in tllc vast free ~.ollcs of the Nortl}, I)ut CVCIIill (Ilc g~lcr-
rilkt bases in South Victn;lill.

‘~l)c l~ictnmllesc \~ar brought out the illlportancc of I)tlil(lillg
rcsist;li)cc Imes in the collillrysitlc and clllpll:lsi~c{l IIIC clt)sc :Il)d
h(]kSolUbk rClil[l(JllSll;p bC[\\’CCIl [I)C :lllti-il Il[)Cl”lil!;S[ lCV()]ll[i()ll

anti the anti feuda] revolution.
Irrolll a politicxtl p,)int of vic\v, the question of unity afl]ong tlm



people and the nmhilizfitit]n of :111their energies was of poranmunt
inlportance. It \vm tl~e Nntional United Front against tile im-
I)crinlists :IIICItllcir I:lckeys, tlw \~i tc Il;ll]wsc tmitors.

In Vietnan), our Party cnrricd off a great success in its policy
of Front. As early m World Wnr 11, tl)e Party forn)ed the [,eague
for the ln{lcpcndcntx of Victn:lll). l>~lring Ille early years of tllc
\!’ilt’ of rcsist:tllcc, \\’C!l)ostl)l)llc(l tllc :ll)pliciltioll of ilgril~i;lll l-c\/()-

Illti(m, lilllitillg our progralll to the rc(l(lction of hnd rents an(i
illtcrest rates, \vl]icll cnnl)lcci us to netltro]izc lxlrt of tile lan~ilotxi
cl:lss :Ill(i to r:llly aroull(t Iis tllc nmst p:ltrii)tic of tl~clll.

i~rom the early tiil~s of dle August lle\ollltion,” the policy of
l)r02(i Front wi(~pte{i I)y the P:trty neutralized the wavering elc-
lncnts anK)IIg the Inncilor(i CIOSSmId }ill]ite(i acts of snl)otngc hy
p:lr~isitns of tile ~’ietn:lll] QtIoc-IJ:II~-l}iltlg (Notiolu\list [%ty).

_l hereafter, ill the c[~ursc of tl}c \\nr, WIICI1figmri;ln reform
Il:lti I)cc(nl]c nll urgent nrxcssity, (mr Pilrty ll)atie :1 tiiffcrcntiation
\\’ithin the Inncilorci elms I)y providing ciifferwlt trefitment for
each type of Inndlord nccor(iillg to Ilis political :Ittitucie townrci
Ii(lllidiltitlll of fcudill ~ll>lll(~]~ri:ltioilof I; Ill{i.

‘1’Iw [)olicy of Illli[y :IiIl{MIg n:ttiotl;llitics :l(lol)td l~y the N:l-
tiol)ill Ul)itcci i:rotlt :Ilso :lcl~ic\~c(lgrc:lt stlcccss, ;Ill{i tllc ]~r(}grnlll
of ul]ity \\,itl\ tlw wrioth rcligio~w circles :lminc(i goo(i” results.

“[’he Natiol]a! Unite(i Front \v:ui to be a vast asseml)ly of all
the forces cnpnble of l)cin~ unitcci, ncutrfllizil)g all tllosc \vllich
coitld i)c neutr:llized, (iivi[i;ng nil those it was possil]lc to divide.
“i’l]c object of this \v:ls to direct tl~c spenrlles(i :)t tlw chief Cnelny
of tl~c revolution, ” ill\/:l(iillg illlpcri:llislll. l-he i:ront \vas to t)c an

;Illi:tnce l)ct\\~ccn \\’orl(crs nlld I)cnwnrs un(ier the Ic:lticrship of

the \\’orking cl flss. Ii} ~~ictn:llll, an aili:mcc bctwccn workers nnti
pc:wtlts I\ws I)ncl(cd I)y a ciwxiing Ilistory nn(i firnl trnciitions.
‘I”llc prty of the \vorl(ing class I};l(i t)ccn tllc ()[lly political pnrty

to fight resolutely ill :111circ(lll)sulnccs for l}ationill indcpcnticncc.
It \f:Is tllc first to put f{)r\tor{i the sh)gnll “I ,anli to tl~e 7“illers,”
:III(i to struggle detcrlllinc{ily for its rc:lliy.:ltioll. i lf]wcvcr, in the
mrly yc:lrs of the rcsistxnce, tlll(lcrcstilll~llioil of the illlporclnce
(If tile pcas:lnt question l~in{ictwi \Is fret]} giving all tile necessary
:lttetltiml to the \\’orl(cr-l]c:lsill\t :Illinncc. ‘l-his crrf)r WM sul)sc-
{]ucntly set right, esl)cci:llly frot)l tl]c Il]otllenr I\Illen the Pfirty



decided, by n]c:lns of ac.complishi]lg ngrarian rcforv]), to mnkc the
peasants the real ]Ilastcrs of the countryside.

‘1’lle JVnr {~f lil)cmti(m ptx)vcd tll:lt, ill tlIc f;]cc {)( :111CIICIIIyw
powcrflil m he is cruel, victory is possil)lc Imly hy tlnitil}g [hc
14/hole])uople under n firm and wiflc n:ltil)n:l] fr[)llt based {)11[IIC
uf(~rkcr-~wasanr :~llixncc.

‘1’() I)tillg viclory, it \vml)t)t cllollgh t{) Il:lvc i! correct slrxtcgic
g(licling ~)rinciplc. An appropriqtc gtlitlillg prillcil)lc of figllring
\VilS;11S() II CCCSS;IIy inordertocarry” OIIr [Ilcs(r;ltcgy. Ill gcllcr;ll,

ours was a guerr]lla w~r moving gr~(ltl:~lly to reg~ll:lr or Il)(ll)ilc
\\’:lrcx)till)lllcd \vith p:lrti:~l entrcl~clw(l CVIII]} i{:lrf:lrc. Ilmicnlly,
\vc h;ld grasped IIlat gcncrll law; lwncc, lvc Were Sllcccssl-111.
I[()\vcvcr, wc (Ii(l not Ilmroughly gtusp it fr(]lll tl~c t)cgil~l)illg,
Imt only oftcrit I);]d hcc[l tested nnd tcll)pcrcd ill tl}c pr:lcticc 01
\vnr.

Ill tl~c rcsiw;ll}cc iv:lr, gucrrill:] :Ictivity }Ililycd :u) cxrrcl)lcly
illlport:tllt role. (;ucrrilln \var is the forlll of fighting I)y tl~c
Itm+scs t)f il wcok :Ind Ixldly equipped c{)~llltr}~ :Ig:lillst :)11:]ggrcs -
si\~cortll)~ with I)ctter ciluipmcnt nnt! tc[:llni(]llcs. “1’l~i>is tllc \l;l}’
{)1’ figlitillg n rcvol~iti(m. Gucrrill:ui rely [}11 IIcrf)ic sl)irit to lr~
[Illlpll (~\cr In(dcrn \vcapons, n\~oi(lingIIIC CI)CIIIV\\Ilwti IIc is [Ilc
stronger mld :lttacking Ililll whco Iw is tltc \I’c;ll~cr.Nc)\\,sc:lttcr-
ing, no\\!regrouping, now \\’caring {)~lt, no\\,cxtcr]llill;ltillg [Ilc
ellellly, they arc dcternlined to fight e\’cr\~\~fllcrc, so tlu}t \vl~crc\~cr
tllc cllctlly goes I]c is suhlllerged ill o SC:Iof ;lrillcd people \vh{) Ilil
I)ack at hiln, thus undermining his spirit :Ind cxllallsting Ilis forces.
[n o(lditioll to scattering in (~rdcr t{) \vc:lr ()(11-IIlc Cl)cllly, it is
ncccsssry to rcgr{)up l~ig arl))cd forces ill f:lt’(]r:ll)lc situ:ltiol~s to
nchicve sttprcll)acy in nttxcl{ :It n gi\~cn Ix)illt :lud til)lc t{) ~lnlli-
Ilil:ltc tll~: cneIII\. S(lcccsscs ill lll:i[ly SIII:III (igl Ils :}(ltlc(l l(jgclllcr
grn([tl:lll) wc:lr [Jut tltc cllcllly III:IIlptj\\cr, \\llilc Iitllc I)s lifllc
strctlgtl~~ning our forces. ‘1’l\c Illnill g(,:ll of tlw Iigllti[lg [1’IUS[I)c
(Icstructitm of cI)eII]y lllnnpot\,cr. our ofl’n II]anj]oi!!cr sI)OII1(I not

l)ccxhnll~tcd fr[)lll tryillgto l:ccpt)r(w:ctll~\r I:LI1,I,
(“;llcrvillo \\jlr \\;ls ol~\i(J\\slyill ftlll l:ccl)ilq< \villi Il\c clxtr:lc-

teristics i~f o(lr resistance w~r. In tl}c c:lrl\ pcrio[l, rcg(ll:lr \\:Ir
wns not possil)lc. When tllc \\v]rst;irtc(l it] Solltl~ \’ictn:llt), ()(lr
pl:ln \vM towmgcgucrrilla warfare, all(l ill prxcricc, gucrrillo \\:it



t(l(~k slmpc. Dut SVIICI1dlc n:ltiotltt’i(lc w:~r lIr(Jkc out, tl~c policy
(If nlainly wngitlg gucrrilht warfnrc wns not clcnrly set forth. At
tlic I)cginning of nutunln-winter 1947, tllc P:lrry Ccntrnl Com-
Iilittcc decreed the launching nnd cxtcllding of guerrilla activities
over nll the occupied nrcm. Onc part of our mrtin force was
divided into indcpcndcnr cmllpanics, opcrnting scpmntely, which

pcnettvttcd deep into the enemy’s rear area to carry out propa-
gnndn nssignmcnts rtIIMmg tllc people, to dcfcud our Ixrscs, and
to intensify gucrriikt nctivity. I“IIc policy of using independent
conqxtnics c(mcorrcntly with conccntrotcd lmttnlions was very
sutxcssful. As gucrrilht nctivitics \vcrc intensified nnd widely
cxtcndcd, many cncllly rcnr nrcns were turned itlto our front lines.

‘r. cope with our cxpmding gucrrilkr nctivitics, grcx efforts
\t;cre nlflde ~)y t[lc CIICI)Iy to lfiuIlcll r-cpcfitcd nlopping-up (q>crrt-

tions with ever bigger forces. “I-he ailll of these operations
was to annihilate our guerrilla units, destroy our politicrd bases
and crops, and plunder our property. The enemy hoped to
crush our resistance forces and “pncify” his rcnr. That is why
[nopping-up operatiom and c{]lllltcr-lllopl] irlg-(11~operations be-
r.vtmc the chief form] of gucrrilln war in the enemy’s rear.
‘l-hrough the cotlrltcr-rl}(~l>l~illg-11~]opctxttions, mlr people brought
to the utmost their cndurnncc of I]nrdships and heroic fighting
spirit, creating extrcllmly rich f(~tmls of figlltillg. To maintain
xml extend gtlcrrilln nctivitics in tl]c cncrl~y’s rcnr, our P2rty
clcvcrly combined the coordit}nti(~ll of polhicnl find cc(momic
struggle with atvncd struggle. “I”hc Rtrty strove hard to avail
itself of favorable opportunities to push the people into the armed
struggle, develop our forces, nnnihihrtc nncl wcfir out tile enemy
forces, turn tcmpotvtrily occupied zulles into gucrrilln zones or
the ktttcr into our hses. When lllectin~ a diflicult situntion, our
Ihrty cleverly switcl~cd the rllovclncnt-in fyml tilne to preserve
our forces rrntl snfcgwtrd our Imscs. Gucrrill:l activities in the
enemy’s rear were the Ilighest expression of the iron will and
cotlragcous spirit of our people, ond at the SOIIICtin]c were proof
(If the tnlcntcd Icn(lcrship of the I%rty.

Frmn tllc strntcgic poitlt of vic~!,, guerrilla ~vnrforc causes Illany
difficulties and Iosscs to tllc cncrlly nrd \\’cars Ilinl out.’ To anrli-
hihtc cnclny manp(}!t cr nlld Iil)cratc Ixnd, gucrril!a w’flrfarc has



~oring in the Jrt?rglc---lil(io(l)i))tl I(;

to change gradually to mobile wnrfa rc. “1’l]r(}llgll gllcl-rill:l :Ictil
ities, our troops ivere gradually forvllcd, (igl]tillg fit-st with SIII:III
units, then with bigger ones , moving froi]l sc:tttcrcd fighting II,
more concentrated fighting. Guerrill:l \\:lrfitrc gt-:ldu:llly [Icl’cl
oped to mobile warfare —a form of fighting ill which i]rillci~>lc~
of regular wrtrfare gradually appcnr Imr still hr n guctrill:j
character. Mobile warfare is fighting \\.itll c(]nccntr-stcd trmq~~
of the regular nrmy. In this type of war, rclntivcly I)ig ff)rccs nrc
grouped and operated on a relatively \’:lst IJnttlcficld, fittackillg
the enemy where he is relatively exp(]sctl , :ldv:lncing deeply, IIICII
withdrawing swiftly. Such fighting is cll:lr:lc”tcri~.c(l l~y cxtrclllr
dynamism, initiative, nlobility, xnd r:ll)i(lity of dccisi(,ll in f:lcc (I(
new situations.

As the resistance war went on, tlw str:ltcgic r(~lc (If l]~(}l)ilv
warfare became more important with every lmssing tl~y. Its t:lsk
was to annihihrtc a bigger and bigger Il(lllll)cr [~f tllc cncll)y ill
order to develop our own strength. ‘I”l]c tnsk of gucrrill:t I\mI-
fare wa$, to wear out and dcstrwy the cllclll}~’s rcscrvcs. “l”hcrc-
fore, mobile wnr nnd guerrilla war went [Mls~tlc I)y si(lc. only 1)~
annihilating the enemy’~ manpo~vcr c()(II(I \vc sinmll Ilis l)i~[
offensives, safeguard our km and rc:lr nrcns, mI(l ~vin the it]i(i:]-
tive. By wiping out more anti more of the cllcll]y, I)y Iil)crn[ illg

larger and Iargcr localities one after tllc (J(hcr, \vc cmlh~ CVCI\-
tunlly destroy tllc whole cncnly form :llld Iilwr;ltc (Jllr UOIII1lr}’,

in 1947, with tllc plan of opcrnting collllmllics scp:lr:llcly :11~(1

Ills.ming battali(ms, we bcgnn to “J1lOVC to llll)rC CollCCllll’:ll C(i

fighting, then to I]]obile warfare. In IW8, 11’c IIIndc rclntivcl~
large ambush nnd surprise att~clw \\’itll {)IIC or sc\crnl lmtt:ili,)ll~.
In 1949, we launched small cnmp~igns lll)t (~l~lvill tl~c N(}rtl) 1)111
also on other Ixrttlcftwnts. From 1950 ~)11,~tc IWg;III to l:]llncil
cnmpnigns on nn ever larger smle, cll:ll]lillg ill[)l~ilc \\;lrf;lrc t{,
play the r,lain part on the rwrthcrn I)fi(tlc(icltl, \vl\ilcclltrcnclw,i
crimp warfare wns on the upgntde. Tl]is fnct 11.:lsclc:Irl)~ Ill:lnifcst.
in the great Dicn IIien Phu r.xmpnign.

Once mohilc ~f:lrfarc nppcnrs on tl]c I):ltllcfrollt ()( gllcrrill:l
wfir, there must I)c CI(MCfind correct cf)orllill:lli[jll l)ct\fccII IIIC

t\vo, This is another gcnctd la~v in the c(llldtlct of ~i:lr. 011 IIIC

one hand, guerrilla warfare lms to bc CXICII(IC{Ito III:lI<Cfllll tlw
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of the new fnvorablc conditions btwugl}t Olmtlt I)y mobile wnr-
fnrc. C)tl the other Imlld, mobile warfnrc has to bc nccclcrntcd to
annihilate Iargc enemy forces nnd concurrently to crcatc new
favorable conditions for further extcmi(m of guerrilla war. In
tllc course of the dcvclopnmt of Ilwbilc warfnrc, bccnusc of the
cncnly’s situntion mld ours on the Imttlcficl(ls, cntrcnchcd cnnlp
\vflrfnre gtmdunlly cnlnc into bcillg. It I)ccnlllc p~rt nnd pnt-ccl of
Ilmbilc wmfmc, continued to dcvchq}, ~nd occupied a more and
tlwrc important position.

“Ihc conduct of the wnr had to mtimin n correct ratio be-
tween the figltting fornls. At the I)cgilming, wc IMCIto stick to
gucrrillfl \vnrfnrc nnd extend it. Pining to n ncw stage, as mobile
~vfirfarc nmdc its nppcarmcc, wc hd to hold firm the comxlina-
tion between the two fornls, tllc cllicf OIICl~cillg gucrrilln w~ar-
fnrc. Mohilc wfirfnt-c wos of Icsscr illlportflncc I)tlt wfis On tllC

upgrmlc. ‘rhcll cnmc a nc\v WI higher stage. Nlol)ilc wtrfnrc
IIWVC(Ito the tlmin l~(tsition, nt first (M1(MIly (mc Imttlcfictd, tllcn
tNt it widening scfJpc. During this tilnc, gucrriil:l Wvlrfnrc wm
cxtcndcd, but nftcr n while it fell brick to a Icsscr Inlt still ilnpor-
tnnt position.

On some lxmlcfronts we nlct with cliflicultics I)ccmssc wc were
Imt (ictermincd to advance from guerrilla to mol]i]c war. On
~nllcrs, rashness in speeding up nwbilc warfare Im[i a bmf in flu-
CNCCon gucrrilh activity, and tllcrcf(~rc Inol)ilc worfnrc niso Imd
ttxmblc. [n general, however, the correct rnti(] of cmplmis was
Innintaincd. T’lle 110R I]inh campnign um t}~picnl of coordimttion
l~ct!}ccli gucrrilkt ttnd Ilwl)itc unrf:lrc Il;lils (m tllc Ilortllcrn
Imttlcfrmt. “1’IIc I)icn Ilictl Pltu colllp:ligll :In(l tllc winter-spring
195 3-5+ calllpnign were also succcssfut IINNICISof coordination.

Bccmse of the enemy’s sittmri(m :tn(l (IIIrs, there nppcarcd a
system of free zones interlaceci with cllcllly-colltrollccl areas,
intersecting and encircling each other. ill cllclll}~-colltrolled” nreas,
dlerc were also guerrilla zones and gllcrrilln hscs. These zones
nnd l)ascs expanded m the Ivar progrcssctl, ft’l}ilc c!lcllly-(]cc[ll>iecl
xrcas nnrrowcd.

“I”IIcstrntcgy of Iong-term wutr ntld tllc I]rillciplc of cxpallsion
fr{)lll gucrrilh to rcguhr war were slmcssflll. StIch were tllc basic
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strategy and tactics of the people’s tv:lr in :1 SIII;III n[l(! IMck\v:Il(l
agricultural country under the lcndcrsl~il) {~f {mr Psrty.

11.

At the first shots of the i]npcri~list illf:wioll, ( ;CIICIX! 1,CXICIc,
first commander of the French Expcditillll:lr} (Jf~rlJs,”cslilll:llc(l
that the reoccupation of Victnnnl \v(JtIlfl IIC :] Illilit:ltv ~~:llk-()!(’l.
When encountering resistance ill the Soti[ 111 ‘[Ilc l~lcllcll gcncr:ll\
considered it as weak and tcmpomrv :111(Ist{lck to their fq)illioll
that it would take ten weeks at tllc most (() t~uc(ll)}”qll(l I]:tuif}’ [IIC
\\~holeof South Vietnam.

Why did the Fr-cnch colonialists III:I1<Cs{lcl~ :\Il cstil}}at~? Ik

crusc they considered that to meet their :lggrcssif]n; tl~crc Illltst
I)c ml army. The Victnomcsc Arl]ly IM(I jtlst Iwcll crc:l[c(l. It \\:Is
still numerically wcnk, badly i)%utllim{l, Ic(l I,j illcxlwricl]c(tl
of7iccrs and n{)~ct)t]llnissi{)ned- oficcrs, :1!](I l)rf]\i(lc{l \\i~II (~ltl :111{1
insufficient equiplncnt. It had a Iilnitcd stock of :lllllll~ll]iti(~ll nl)tl
no tanks, airplnncs, or artillery. With S(ICI) :ln ;lrllly ho\v CI)III(I

serious resistance I)c undertaken and the ~tt:lcks of n po~~’crf~ll
nrmoreci division rcpcllcd? All it coul~i (lo II; M to usc up its stock

of munitions before laying down its nrnls. ill f:lct, tllc k’ictnoll)csc
Army was then weak in all respects and \\as (Icstittltc of cvcr~-
thing. The French colonialists were rigl~t ill ~I\is rcsl~cct. ilut - i(
wns not possible for tilem to undcrstnnd :1 tllll{l:llllcntfil ancl dcci -
sivc fact: the Victmtmcsc Army, thollgll \\c:lk Ill:]tcrislly, \\vIs:1
pcopie’s army. ‘1’llc war in Victnal)l I\;IS 1101 II ICICIV tl~c ()})l)()si

tion of two ar]]lics. in i]rnvoking Imstili[ its, -tl}c c(~li)lli:llists 11:1(I
nlicnated a whole nation. And indcctl, tlic \I,lM)lc I’ictllolllcsc
notion, the entire Victmtmcsc i)copic, msc :lg:linst tllclll. LJtl:lltlc to

grrtsp this profound truth, tllc French gcl]vl:lls, \\lIf~I)clicvctl ill
fin cmy victory, u’cnt insten{i to ccrtnin (Icfc:lt.

Even to this tiny, imurgeois strntcgists l]:t\c ll(~t (jvcrcolllc tllcir
surprise nt the outcxmlc of the war in illd{}cl]iil:l. 1 i{)\\ c{)~ll(l IIIC
I’ictnn]]]cse nati(~l] have defcnted zn illlpcri:llis~ ~~~~~~cl-SIICII :I\

Frimce, which WVIS hckc(i i)y the U. S.?

“I-hc Vietnanlcsc i’c~~l)lc’s Ar]lly \vm 110111 ;lII(I grcti III) ill tli(

flames of the w:lr ()( nntionai Iil)crnti{]ll. IIS cllll)rvo I\vIs tllc
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wlf-dcfcnsc units crc:ltcd Ijy the Ngl)c An So\’icts, \vhich nMn-
~Igc~lto l]olci po\\,cr for o fc\v IIlol}tlls ill t[]c ]Jerio(l of revolution-
:Iry upsurge ill tllc years 1930-31. “1’hc crcxtio!l t~f rcvolutimurry
arlllcd f(~rccs, hfj\vcvcr, \\’aspositively c(msidcred only at the
t)tltsct of World W:Ir II, wlwn prcp:lrnti(jn for nn nnncd insurrec-
tion cxnle to tllc fore of our ntrcnti(m. Our ]l~ilit~ry and partt-
l~lilit:lry forl~]ations nppcarcd at tile IIoc Son uprising nnd in the
rc\vJlttti(~llnry lnwcs in tllc Cilo fhng region. F(~ll[~wing the setting
III) of the first plnt{xm t)f N:ltif}lull S:~lv:lti(m, (Ill I)cccillbcr 22,
I9++, fint]tllcr l]l:~t~)(~ll-siz.c\lnit \\’:ri crcotctl: tllc Propaganda
Ul)ir {If the Victllol)l l,ilwr:ltif)n ArIIly. OIlr \t’:lr Ix]scs were at
tllc till]c Iinlited to a fc\\’districts in tllc provitlccs of Cao Ihmg,
Ilac Can, and I.ni~g SOn in tile jungle of the North. As for the
re\’ohltionary arn]ed forces, tl~e}~still consistc(f of people’s self-
dcfense units and :1 fc\v gro Ilps nnd pl:ltoons” con]plctcly free frnm
pi(xlucti(m work. ‘1’llcir IIullll)cr ilwrmsc~l lluick!y. There \vcrc
:llready sevcrnl tlmusand guerrillas nt the hcginning of 1945, when
tile Jxpxnesc fascists tleli\ercd the cor[p de krice to the Frcncll
cf)loni;llists. At the tilllc of the setting tlp t~f people’s power in the
rural regions of six ptw\~incesin l’iet Iklc, u,hic[l were established
as n free zf)ne, the existing nrnwd t)rgnnizations Illcrgcd to forn~
tl}c Victnall] I,ihcrati(m A rl]ty.

I)tlrillg tllc August, I9-+5, illsurrccti{m, side l)y silic \vitll the
people nn[i the self-dcfcllsc units, tile 1,il)cr;lti(m Arn)y took pat-t
in tl]c conquest of power. lly incorpt)r:lting the paramilitary forces
rcgtxmptd in tl]c course nf the glorious ciays of August, tile
arnly’s strengtil increitscci r:lpitily. Witil hctetx)gcncous nmt~riel
\\’rested from the Jnpnnesc find their ]klo An troops (rifles alone
twnsisteci of sixteen different types, including old French mmieis
nn(i even rifles of tile Czarist forces tni<en hy the Jai~ancse), tilis
V(NIng anti poorly eq(lilq~cli arlny smm l];~(i to f:lcc the aggressi{m
of tile Frencil ihpc(iiti(~ll:lr~’ &rps \vl]icil Iul(i llw~icrn arnut-
n]cnts, Such anti[]tmtc~i equii]lncilt rquircci froll] tllc Vietnamese
Ant]y an[i pety}lc ctmy>lctc scif-sacrifice ;In(i supcri~tlnmn i]croism.

Siloui(i the Cncmy nttacl< riic rcgi{ms \vhcrc otlr trt~f)ps \verc
wati(mc[i, the i:lttcr \\J(NIiligi\le im(tie. SiMNilci iw ferret nimut in
ti]c iarge z[~llcs \vherc there were no reguiar ft)rl]mtions, tile
peopie wmtici stay i~isncivnnce witil rtl{iintentary \vcapmts: sticks,



spears, scin]itnrs, lm\vs, flintlocks. Fro])) tl]c first days, there al)-
pmred tllrcc tyl)cs of armed forces: par:ll]]ilit; ]ry orgal]izations or
gucrrilln uilits, rcgit)ll:ll trtq]s, :Ind reg(ll:tr [Ii]its. “1’llcw forlllw
tions were, in the field of organiz,ati~)n, tile exprcssiotl of IIw
general mobilization of the people in :Irllls. “[’hey cmjpcratc(l
closely with one ;lrmthcr to annihilate thu enemy.

Pcai:lnts, workers, and inte]lectutils cro\\’dcd i~lto tl]c r;lnks of
the nri])cxl fnrccs of tlw rcvt)lution, I,cn{liltg c:ltlrcs of tllc Pnrty
:111(1rl}c Stntc :lpp:lrarus I)ccatllc officers froth ll~c first IIIOI!ICIII.
‘[’ilc grmtcst difficulty wm thnt of cqui[)lllcl}r. ‘1’lir,)~lgll{)~lt Vic(-
n:lill there was 110 f:wtory manufnctllring \\’:Irll~:]tiricl. l~or tle:lrl~
a ccnttlry, tl]c p(nmssi(m and use of orllls [lad I)CCII strictly for-,
bidden I)y the colonial administration. Ill~lx)rtotion was ~lnpos-
sible, tl~e nciglllmring countries being hostile, “l-lIC sole source of
SLlpf)]y collld Only he the t~attlef[-i)llt—t:ll{e w21 Jllot<ricl ftx)lll tIlc
cncllly and ttlrl) it :Igainsc hill). Wllilc corryillg 011 IIJC :Iggrcssil)ll
against Victn:ln], tlm French lZxpeditionory (.hrps fulfilled anotl~cr
task: It I)ccallle, ul]\vittingly, the st!pplicr of the Vietl~n~n l)C(II)IC’S
.Arnly \vitll ~rcllcl~, c\’en U.S. arins, In sl~itc of tllcir cl)t)lmnus
cflorts, the arnls fnctorics set LIp I;ltcr (m \\~ith Iilnl{esl]ift lncans
\\’erefnr from hciilg al]le to ]Ileet all i)tir ncc{ls. A great pnrt of
our military rnatdt-icl came from war Ix)oty.

As I Imve stressed, tl~e People’s A rl))y COUI([It first bring into
colnbnt only sn):lll units such w plattmns or rxlnlpxniw. ‘I”lw rcgu-
lnr forces were cojllpelled to split up into c(mlpanies operating
scparate]y to ptx)llmtc the extension of guerrilla :lctivitics, wl)ilc
mobile battalions were nl:lintnincd for Im)rc illlpf)rt:lllt ;lctif]ns.

Tempered in con)hat and stimolfited hy victories, the g~lcrrilla
formations created conditions for the growth of tl]e regimlnl
troops. And the latter, in turn, pronmrc(l dcvclf)plllent of the
regular forces. For nine successive ycnrs, I)y ft)ll{]\ving this heroic
pth bristling ~vitl) difficulties, our army gmv III) wit]) a dcter-
minntion to win nt nll costs. It became :In arll)v of hundreds of1
tllousiln{ls, succrssi\~clV :Inl:llgnnmting illtt) rcgiltlcllts an(l tlit~i-
sions, :In(l direct( i{ toward progressive st:lll(l:lr{liz:ltioll in f)rgnlli-
zati(m and cquiplllcnt. This force, ever Illorc l)[~litic:llly c(jlwio~ls
and better trainc(l nli]itarily, sllccceded in figlitillg nl]d dcfcnting



tllc $()(),()()() Itlcll of tllc l~rcnch lr,x~~c[lili[tll:ll”}~[l}rpst cquippetl
:111(Is{lpplic~l I}y tllc Ullitcd .St:ltcs.

Politicol work is tllc worh of proi):lg:llldn m~N)ug nnd cducrt-

tiotl of the IIMSSCS.It is, ftlrtllcrllll~rc, tlw orgnlli~.nti{mnl work of
tllc Palt\’ in the ntvtt~. tVc Imvc nlw, nysgivcll p:lrticular nttcnthm
to strcngtltcning tlw Party in tnlr mj!itnry units. l~ronl 35 to 40
pcr ccllt of tlw ofTiccrs nnd enlisted Illcn Imvc joined it. Among
tllc oflicers, tllc perccntngc even cxcccds 90 pcr cent.

“1’hc Pe{q>lc’s AriIIy IMS nlw:lys been txmccrncd with cstablisl~-
illg nntl nmintninillg g(md rckrti(ms \vitl\tllc pc(q)lc. Tl\is policy
is lmscd upoo tllc idclltity of tllcir fiitns. The l)coplc arc to the
arllty w“lmt wntcr is to fisl~, m tllc snying goes. And this snying
Imsj)ro(oulld signi(icnncc. (lur firllly”fmlgllt (m the front; it Ims
also ~~”orkcdto cdllc:ltc the pcol)lc :111[111:!shelped thcnl to the best
f~f its nbilitv. The Victlmltlcsc (iglItcr il:ts nlu’nys tohcn cfirc” to
t)l~scrvc Point 9 of his ();ltll of lI(~llf]r: “ln contflcts with the
people, to follow’” these three rccr)tl~ll)cllclntiorls: to respect the
pcfqdc; to Ilelp the pcfq)le; to defend the pc(q}lc ., . in t)rderto
t~in tllcir confidence nncl nffcction and :lchicvc n perfect under-
stflllding bct\vccn the pcfq)le ond the nrmy.”

C)Ilr arnly 110s always organized {I:l}m of Ilcll) for pcmtnts in
pr(ductitm work nn{l in the struggle ;gninst (10(N1nnd drought.
It It:ri nlwvr~s(d)scrvcd n cortcct :~ttittl(lc it! ils rcl:ltions with the
pc~q~lc. It ilns never d(mc itljttry t!] their l)rt~l)crty—not even n
needle or n hit {~f tl~rcfid. l)uring tllc rcsist:lllcc, cspccinlly in the
cllclllv rcnr, tlw nrllls I)ro(lgllt c\,crvthillg into ploy to defend
t)tklinary people’s Iivcs nn(l prt)l)crtv. III tllc Ilc\vly liberated
regions, itstrictly cfirricdmlt tltc (]rd~rs of tllc I%rty find govcrn-
tncnt; which emrblcd it to uin tl}c unrcscrvcd support of the
lm~ndcst nlosscs$ CVCIIin the nlin{)rity rcgi(ms nud Gttholic vil-
Ingcs. Since the rcturl] of pence, tll{~~wtllds of ofIiccrs find men
Imvepnrticipnted in ngrnrian rcforln forngriculturnl collectiviza-
ti(m sntl socinlist trnlwfornlati(m of Il:lll[licr:lfts, ildustry, nnd
privotc trfl~lc. “1’IIc nrllly 11:1sncti\cly t:ll{cll Ixlrt ill rhc ccwmmic
rcct)vcry fifl~l ill s[wifllist worh dnys. It 11:]s Imrticipntcd in the
Imikiillg of Iincs of cf~tllt)l{lflicntioll; it [1:1sl)~lilt its own lxtrt-ncks
nn[l clcnrcd Inntl to ftmnd Stntc fnrltls.
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The Victnoln People’s Atvny :llt~:l~s sttil!m t~) cst:tl~lisll ;III{I

maintain g{N)fl rckrtions l)ct\\’ccn I)fl;ucrs :111(1Illcll :1s \!’cll 1.
nmong tllc (Jfiiccrs thclnsclvcs. Oligill:lliflg (1”{)111Illc \\flrlLil,~(
strata, officers and mcn also serve II)c I)ct)ptc’s itltcrcsts :11111

unstintingly devote then] selves tt) tl)c c:ltlsc of Ilw II:lti(jll :1!!(I
the working elms. of course, Cvcr}, I)IIC of tllclll 11:1sIwrlit.111II

responsibilities. But relntions of u;ulrndcsllip txls~[l (,11 IJ[)li[irll
equality and fraternity of classes Imvc IICCIIcst;ll]lisl]ctl IW(\\(~Il

them. The ofiiccr likes his men. FTC II IIISt 1101 OIIIV g\li(lc IIICIII ill

their work nnd studies, but Inust [nkc :111illtcrcst ill[llcir (Icsil{.
rmd initiatives.

AS for tllc soldier, he nlust respect Ilis sl~]wri~)rs:tl)~lyorr(’(111
fulfill all their orders. The ofTiccr{)f tllc I)c(,l)lc’s ArIII\F, IIIIISI VI

a good example from all points of \iC\\. Ilc Illllst sllIj\\ llitll.(11

to be resolute and I)ravc, ensure (Iis(i})lillc :111(I illtrrll:ll (ICIIIII(

racy, rtnd know how to ncllicvc perfect IIllity :Iitlt)Ilg I]is 111(11.

He must behnvc Iikc II chief, n lcmlcr, \,is-1-vi~ [IIC I]l:lsscs ill I,i.
unit. The basis of these rclatitms hct~vcc!l clllistc(l IIICnnn(l {tfi(xI.,
like those between ofliccrs or I)ctuccll solt[icrs, is solicit} ill

combat and the mutual affection of I)rotllcrs-i tl-ntllls.

The army pmcticesa strict disciplit)c, :lllicxl to n \vi(lc illlvl-ll:!l
democracy. As required by Point 2 of l~is oarll of l[~mor: “’1’11~
fighter must rigorously cnrry out the {Irdcrs of I)is s(lpcriors :11111

thro\v himself Iwciy and soul into the illllltc(li:ltc :lfld s(ri(.1 ftll(ill
!llcnt of the t:lsks entrusted to Ililll.” (1:111\\c s:ly tll:lt gllcrlill.1
warfare did I)ot require scvcrc ‘(liscil~lillc? of c(nlrsc Ilf)t, II i,,
true that conlmnndcrs and Iendcrs Il:ld :1 ccrt:lill Illnrgill (If illiti;!
tivc in order to undcrt~kc-every l](~siti\c :lrti~)tl tllcy rtl(~llullt
opportune. But ccntratizeci lc~cicrship :111(IIIllific(l CX)rttIIUIIl(l :)1 :1

given degree nlways proved to hc ncccss;lr}. TIc i{h(] s1)c:II{s 01
the nrmyspenhs of strict discipline.

Such discipline is not in contr~dicti~m to tt~c it)tcrl):l! (ICtII(N
rncy of our troops. In cells, in exccuti~c col])illiltccs ~)f lIIC I’:1111
nt vnrious ICVCIS,and in plennry nlcc[ings ()( fighting (Illits, tl](
principle of dclllocratic ccntrnlism is lIIC r(llc. ‘l”IIc (:ICIS lI:I\~
provcci tllattllc rllorcdclllocrncyis lcsl)c(tc(i” ~li[llilltllcllllils,lil,
rl)orc unity v’iii be strengthcnc(i, ciis(”i~)liltc r:lisctl, 311~1IJI(I[.I!.
carricci out.
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I“he restoration of peace lMS crented ill Victnntl] n new situa-
ri{}l]. “I”hc North is cntire]y lil)eratcd, Imt the %utl} is still under
the y~}l{c of Aulcrimn illlperinlists nnd their kwkcys. North Vict-
IWII~11:1scntcrc(l :1 stogc of s(wialist rcv(>l~lti{)ll wl~ilc tllc struggle
is gf~illg ml to free the %uth frolll ct~l(minl :111(1fcudnl fetters.
“l”{)snfcgtlnrd pence find socinlist crmstructifm, to help io mnking
IIIC North a strong rnllqmrt for the pcncc(IIl rcullific:ltiuo of the
c(nll)try, the prol)lclt~ of f~)rccs of nflti(m:ll dcfcl~sc sll(mld oot bc
ncglccicd. The People’s Army must (ace tllc hcllicosc itims of
:Illwricxtn impcriolists nnd tl}cir Ifickcys find step I)y step bccomc
:1 rcytllflr nnd mfdcrn army.

II is csscnrinl fictively and firn)ly to c(mtintlc tllc pr(ypcssivc
Ir:}l~s({~lttlntif)!l of tllc People’s Arl;ly into n rcgulnr nod modern
;IIIII\. “1’lmttl{st(} Ac\,ehqmlcllts duriog the Imt ycnrs of tllc rcsist-
;lIICC \\’at-, our army, which was inndc up of in ffllltrymen ooly,
is II()\vcolNposcd of vnrioos hraochcs. I f illlprovetl)cnt of cqoip-
IIwtlt and techniques is itllp(~rtmw, tlmt of trnitlitlg cndrcs ancl
s(~ldicrs cnpnl]lc of using tllcm is lllO1-Cillqmrtnnt. our nrnly has
:Il\\:lys Ilcctl conccrncd with the trnillill~ t)f uficcrs find warntnt.
(]fli{,crs of \\wrl{cr otld pcmnnt origin, or rcvolutionnrv intcllcc-
tlt:tls tcstccl under fire. It helps rnisc tllcir cultllrfll nnd tcclmicat
lc~cl to I}ccf)lllc tx)ll]pctcnt [)fliccrs :llld \\nrrnllt officers of a
Ivgltlxr :IfId Itwdcm nnlly,

‘1’{) rnisc tllc fighting pm\wr of tllc ornly, t~~bring about n
itrfmg ccntrnli7,ati{m of cotllilmlld ntld rlosc c(~f)pcmtion between
!IIC {Iiflcrcllt I)rnnctlcs, it is ncccss:lrv to cnforcc rcgulati(ms

Iiltc(l to n rcgulor ntvny. Not tlmt m)tliiug IUIS I!ccn (1OI]C io this

licld (I;lring the ycnrs (If tllc rcsistoncc \\nr: it is n nlnttcr of

l)clfcctillg, existitlg rcfguhttit)m. I“hc Ill:lit\ thing is m)t to Iosc

si~llt r)f tllc princil)lc th; lt nny ncw rcgtll:ltif)ns tllust draw their

ill~j)il:ltioll frf~lll tllc pol)~llflr clmr~c(cr of Ilw :II”I1lJ’ :llld tllc nl)so-

IIItC ncccssit~’ of nl:~intfiiuing tllc lcn(lcrsl~il) {~f tllc I’orty. Along
\\illI gcllcrnl rcgul:lti{ms, {)fiiccrs’ stntutcs IVI!ICI)CCIIproll)ulgntcd;
:1 rorrcct systcnl of \\’figcs Ims tfil(ctl tllc l)I:Icc of tllc fornlcr pro-

cxxltlrc of ollot\vmccs in kind; the qucstit)n of rc\vnr(ls nod dccora-
ti{)lls Ims bcco regularized. All tllcsc t)]c:ls(lrcs strcngtheued dis-
cif)lifw amlsoliclarity withio the army, nnd Iurvc instilled a gre9ter



Losing in the Jrt~lgle—l?ldocl]illfl 163

sense of responsibility among officers and wntrxnt ofllccrs 3s

well as among soldiers.
Nlilitary training and political cducatiol) orc hcy tasks ill tl)c

l)uilding of the ntul)yin peacctimc. conll):]t rcg~ll:ltiotls nl}(l tocti-

cnl concepts and principles gnin particlll;lr iltll)ort:lncc. “1’I)c
objective is to synthesize past experiences ;lIIcI to nllalyzc otlr flrllly

organization and equipment in relation to otlr cconoll)ic” str\lu -

ture and the terrain of the country-—+ land of f<~rcsts011(1j(?n,glm,
of plains and fields. I’hc problcm is to msittlil:ltc \\.cll tl]c.lllo(lcrn
lnilitary science of the nrmics of our brotllcr cfn]ntrics. [Jnccm-
ing effort is indispensable in the training of tl{)[)]~s a[ld the devel-
opment of cadres.

For many years, the Vietnam People’s A lrtlly \\’:Islmscd 011
vo]untary service: All officers and soldiers vr)llll]t:lril)~ ullislc(l for
m indefinite periocl. Its ranks swelled wi[ll }1)11[11al\tJoys rc:ldy
to answer the appeal of the Fnthcrlalld. Since tllc rct~lrll of I)cacc,
it I)OSbecome ncccssnry to rcpkrcc volullt~ry scl\icc I)Y c(MlIIJtIl-
sory n)ititary scrvicc. This substitution I]m l)lct \vith- \\’srll} re-
sponse from the population. A great nunll)cr {If VOI(IIIICCIS, :Iftcr
dcllwbilization, ret~lrncd to fields and fzctotics; otllcrs :lrc \\;otk-

ing in units assigned to production work, tll(ls Illnl(ing 311 active

contribution to the building of socialism. G)lvicril)ti{)l) is c]lft)rccd
on the basis of the strengthening and dc\,cl{~l~ll)cllt of tllc self -
defcnse organizations in the conmlunes, fnctf)rics, nntl scllfNJls.
The members of these paramilitary rsrganiz:ltif)l}s nrc rcn(l~ n{)t
only to rejoin the pcrm~nent army, of \~,llicll Illcy coIIstit IIlc n

particularly importflnr reserve, l)utals(> t(~cllslltct llcscc~lrit\;lll[l
dcfcnsc of their localities. -

The Pcof)le’s Artlly was closely linked ~\,itlllllcn:lti{)rl~l lil)cr:l-
tion war, inthefircof whichit waslmrn n[ltl grc\v hp. At I)tcscllt,
its development sl~{)tlld bc cii.wssociatcci ncitiwr fn)lll ~llc Imil{ling
of sociaiism in tllc North, nor from ti]c pcf]i)lc’s strllgglc for :]
reuni(ic(i, indcpcncicnt, nnci de!lwcratic I’ictll:llll. (~{lflfi(icllt of tlw
people’s affection and support, in these tinys of i~cncc m (itllill[:
tile war, tile army ~viii acilieve its tasks to (icfcll(i i)cocc nn(i tllc
F’atilcrland.

Rigi~tat the fottntiingof out-army, tile fir~t ~rlllcti gr[)til)santi
piatoons i~ad their I)arty groups and brancilcs. ‘1’ilc })l~to{)lls iln(i
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tlwir political colnlllissnrs. As stmn as tllcy were formed, the
rcgilllcnrs turd politicnl colnt]lissfirs. ‘1-11~lllCtl)()(l ()[ l]iltl~ Colll-

Itlittcc t:lking the lc:l(i an(l tile colmlxln({cr nllotting the work nlso

took” shape fr(ml the very first (lays. 0fTicet3 were provided with

Imndl)()()ksl The Po/iticd ~w)tn?issm-’s I]ook or Political WoTkJ in

the A 17Jty.

After rlw A\lgmt Ilevolutiol),” the tr:ldition:ll method of I%rty

Ic:ldcrsl)ip and political work was l);~sictlly kept up, In the first

years, ho\vevcr, there appeared a tendency not to t;lkc into due

;Ictx)\IIlr tile pnrt plnyed by p{)litical \vork, md tl}e political
wvJrkcH Aid not yet gtmsp tlmt tllc main task wns political educa-
tifln :In{l idcok)g-ical Ica(lershil). S(jll)ctifllcs, tllc Party’s pt)litic:ll
agit:lti(m in the nrllly wxs not closely co(}rtlinntcd with Party
\\’tJrk.After tl~e Second Party Congress, tile I%rty’s leadership
\\mstrcllgti}ene{l ill tllc nrt})y as in nll other t]rancl]cs of nctivity.

IAeologicnl” renmlding courses in the Party find tllc :lnny brought
:Il)(mt iilcrenscd education in politiml nml military policies.

in contmt with Orll)ics of the exploiting class, our nrlny put
illt(] practice n rcgillle f)f internal dclnt)cr:lcv frt)lll its illccption.
Intcrnnl relations l)et\\~cenofficers and met; :1s well m rehtions
lwt~vccll tl)c nrllly :lnd tllc people express cx)lnplctc unit}~ of minti.
Ilcousc of tl}c dcllmn(l of rcvollltionnt~ ftork, tl]crc ‘ore in our
:Irll)y differences in ranks afl(l ofliccs, Inlt these llifrcrcnccs have
1)(M:lnd cal)not illfl(lcncc the rcl:lti(ms [If politic:ll c(lll:llity in the
:Irlily. I;t’)r this rcm)n, inlcrll;ll LICIIII)CI:IC J s I(){IILI XIII(Iamltl lx)1
cnrl:ic(i out in tl]c :IIIIIy. ‘1’() ptwcticc llcilMKracy is :IIs() to nl)ply
tllc mass line of tl~c Party in Ic;lding the arll]y.

l)tlril~g tllc resis(:incc wnr, (Icl)mcr:lcy lV;M cxcrcisc(l in three
wnys nnd t)rought nl)out good rcwlts: “

1. l’o/itic(l/ [iwwcrflfy. At grms-nm Icvcl, dcl]mctmric lncct-
il]gs :111(1mIIIy coIlgrcsscs \vcre [IcI(I rcg(ll;lrly so thnt Incn as well
w ofliccrs lwd tllc opporttltlity to sl)c:~k tllcir views on fighting,
work, stmly, and living questimw. In our nrll)y, not only hvc tile
officers the right to criticize the s{)l(licrs I)ut tllc klttcr :11s0 h:lve
tllc right to criticize tl~c fornler.

2. ,lli/itffry de7mcn7cy. III fighting :1s well m in tritining, cfcm-
(Jcr;ltic lncctings were called wllenevcr circumstances permitted,



m cxpoilnd plans, prolnotc initiative , and t}vcrct)tllc difTictiltics.
3. Economic ffc7vocr17cy. In our artlly, officers nnd sf~ldicrs

ktvc the rigl)t to tnkc lxlrt in the Ilmn:lgcn)cllt :ttlll illlprt)\lclncnt
of ]Ilnteri:ll life. Finance is public. Thauks to tlw carrying out of
democracv in an extensive way, \ve succec(]c(l in projlloting” tile

activity 211(I creativeness of the masses of officers an(l nlell, an(l

concentritting their wisdom m SOIVCtile most (Iifflcult aI\d com-
plicated problems. , also thnnks to it, internal unity \vM strengtl]-
ened and the eficctivcness of our nrmy increased.

Under Illc rfcm{)cratic rcgilne, our :~rluy still IMS \Tcry strict,
ct)nsci(ms (Iisciplinc. (lmscif)lls disciplil)c is I)llilr III) ot) tl~c ]J(lliti-
c:llcotlsci[)tlsllcssf ]fofficcrsnl ~dl)lcl~,” ‘1’hc [))~ht inl]xjl-t:lnt Illctllod
for nmin[ilinitlg discil)line is educ:ltion :lu~l pcrsuwi<lll, t!\tls IIMl{-
ing the soldiers, of their own accord, rcsl]cct :ll~d rclllin(l cfich
other m {Il)serve disciplil)e. When \ve spc:ll( of strict (Iiscil)lillc,
we rnenn II}at everyone in the Orltl,y, rcg:lr(l!css of roIlk or oflicc
n)ttst ot)scr\lc ciiscipline. N() infringements :lrc nll(I\L,cd.

Our nr,lly hns alt\/nYsthought Iligh]y of (Iisciplinc Iwcollsc it
lm I)cen cdtlcated I)y-tile Party nnd kn’()~ls th:lt LIisciplil]e is 01)12
t)f the f;lctors that itllprove cotlll)ot c(l_ccti\’crlcss. ‘I”llcrcfore,
absolute i)l)ctiiencc to orders find strict OIMI.lI:lI)CC{)( [Iisciplinc
were written (Iown clcnrlv in the tcn plc(lgcs of h(IIIor, ‘1’I):IIII{s
to tlult, tlw 1:1s1(swt l)}’ the Ihrtv ti’crc fill(illc(l ;III(I :111ligl]till~
otdcrs \vcrc tliort)llgl}l~ cnrricd t)ll~in cxl IcIIIcl\ II;lr(l :111(1nr(itl
ous circun]stanccs. NI)\\~tll~t our artlly is I)tlil(li]lg itself into :1
regul:~r nll[l m(dcrn ollc, tllc dclll~Il(l for (li\cil}litlc, (crltr:lliy.w
tion, md ~lnificntioll is :111tl~c grc:ltcr,

Alodernizntion of tl]c army is vit-tu:llly :1 Iccllllic:ll rc\~i)lliti[jt).
“l-he tlwrc ndvancc[l ~)ur arnls nlld tecll~)i(]llcs, tlw I]l{)rc flo \{’c
need tllcll uII[) arc ai)lc tt] nlmter tl~clll. olllcr\\!isc, ll~{xlcrn tccll-
niwl equipment csnnot dcvcl[)p its cffcctivcl]css :111(1tllc :It-illy’S
efficiency \\’illnor lx incrensetl, “l-l~isis ;l qrcill rcsp~lnsiljiliry in.
training:

‘T’r:lillillgt~ft)ficcls isccntrnl. ‘1-llc{)fficcl’s ll:l\’cl)ccll tcs[c(l:lil(l
tcnqwrcd in :Ictu;]l Iigllting :lIld lM\Ic cx])cricl~(c ill I)ltil(lillg [[w
army and Icaditlg IIlc figl]ting. lI()\vcvcr-, IWC:I{ISCtlicyII;IVC
gtx)wn up in the cirr-xllnstances of gtlcrrill:~ \\:lr, otlr {)fliccrs xrc
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\\Jc:Ikin l]wdcrn tnctics. Therefore, while they have ceaselessly
[(I r:lisc tlwir ]}t)litical and idcolt)gical Icvcl, consoliciatc their class
stand, and citlti\’ntc illarxiw-1.eninist theory, they must, at the
s3111ctill]c, do their Iwst to ndvnIIcc their tcclmical military sci-

CIICC.“1’llis is of particular ilnportflnce in the lmilciing of the army
:It the present till)c.

oltr Party :Idvtwatcd that, to hmnch the people’s war, it wm
tleccssnry to Imvc three kinds of armed fottcs. It attached grcnt
il]ll){)rt:tncc to tllc lmilding find dcveloplllcl)t of self-dcfcnsc units
:IIId gucrrill:l tlllits. A4ilitia was set up everywhere. Thanks to the
f(mlding of people’s ildnlinis~ration everywhere in the country-
si[lc, ond the cxistcncc of Party branches in every place, the
[Ililitia sprcd far and wide and the people rose to fight. In the
cI)cIIIy’s rear, gucrrilh units, in coot-dination with the regular
nrl)ly, scottcrcd and wore out the enemy, nailed them to their
I)ascs, so that I)UI regular army could lnunch mobile fighting to
;tnl)itlilatc tllclll. ‘I’l Icy turned the enemy rcflr into our front line
311d I)tlilt gucrrilt;l Imscs w starting points for our regular army’s
t)ircnsivc, rigl)t in the heart of the enemy. They protcctcd the
people ntld their property, fougl~t the enemy and kept up pro-
d~lction, a!Id flUStl’iltCd the enen]y’s schcmcs to use war to fceci
wnr an(i Victnallwsc to figi~t Vietnamese. In the free zones, guer-
ril];l units cffcctivcly fougi]t tile enemy ~Ind kept watch oil
traitors; tllcy were cficctive instruments for tile local odministra-
tioll an(i ioCili i)arty; at the SillllC time, tiwy were tile siwcic fOrCC

in prmiuction, trnnsport, ~mi suppiy. Ti]rotlgil combat anti work,
tiid gucrrilia Ilnits i)ctmnc an inexi~austih]c xnd precious source
of rcplcnisillllcnt (I)r the rcgulor army, s~lpplying it witi~ men
;Imi officers who were poiiticaiiy weii educated and rich in figlw-
ing cxi>cricncc.

“1’hcsitumi(m im now ci~anged and tile revolution has shifted
to a ncw stil~C. Our People’s Army is i)ccoming a regular anti
IIl(xicrn arlny. If ~ ncwwari)rcairsout, itwiilbe a modern war.
I!ut (m our si(ic, \vaI wiii aiways i)e a penplc’s war. Consequently,
ilv+rca(i of piaying a nlilmr part, the miiitia wiii be more impor-
t;ll)t. “I”ilcIllilitin \\iil niways i~c ~ strategic force, arid tile guerriiii~
\v:~r~ strntcgic proi)lt[ll. In tile future, il!i formcdy, our ftrl]lc(i
forces wili illciwie mlt only ti)c rcguiar arn)y, i)ut aiso the pcopic’s



armed and sclninrmcii f{jrccs \vi~icil cootxiinatc witl~ tllc;IrIII} ill

miiitary opcr;ltif]lw.
At present, in pciiCCtil])C, Nt)rti~ lTiCtllill)) is a(l\vlllcil)g to so(i,ll

ism. Tile sttulggic iwt\vccn two pn[i}s, soci:}iisn] or cnl)it:llislll, is
being waged in to\\n ;ln{i country si~ic. WC Illmt c(ms(]iiti:l[c ,111{1
intensify ptx)ictfiri:ln ~iictntorsi~ip; tlllls, the strcngtilcnil~g (Ii III(

seif-defense units ill tlw count t-ysilic, cities, OKICCS, :m(i cntcrl)l’iws

ilas ali tim nlorc signific:lucc.

Parniici wirll the i)tliitiing of ii I)crlll;lllcllt :Itllly, :1 ~rc:ll rcwl \’L’

must l)c imiit, fiimc(i :It organizing :IIICi ctiucnting Iilc III;IWISS

nlilitariiy. l“i~e imc of tiw rcscrvc is ti}c self-[icfcnsc utlirs. “i’l~cir
tttsks arc: tu repicnisi) the pctvwtncnt nrmy; to nmintain sccuril)’
and protect production; to serve the ftxmt iiilc ami cnrry tI\Il

guerriiia activities in \vartime.
Tu consoli(iatc nnd cicvcinp ti~c self-ticfcnse units, t[~ i)ilil~i ii

strong reserve, is a Illnst in)portnnt tasi(, CSpCCiilliy in pcflcct illlc,

wi~en a SUl)Stfilltiill rc(iuction ililS iwcn Illa{ic in tile strcllgl II ()(
the permanent army in otxier to ~iivcrt l))anpowcr to cc[m[)llli~.
reconstruction. To pcrfot-nl ti}is tnsk s:ltisfactorily, it is ncccss:ti-j’
m grasp tiwrougilly tile theory of pcopic’s wnr. We nlust sliti:
to the ciass line in orgnniznti(m an[i ctiucntion, (icvci(q} tIIC
miiitia’s fine traciition and precious cxpericncc, anti strcngtiw[l
tile ciosc relation between tile pcrn)nucl]t army, tile miiiti:], ilt](l
tile reserve. At tile same rinle, ti~c ica(icrsi~ip of Pfirty col)lll]il IC(SS
in the iucal llliiitary orgnns, tile ll~ilitia, an(i tl]c I-cscrvc II IIISI IK

improved.

111.

Dicn Bicn Phu was ti~c greatest victory sc(~rc{i i)y tiw l’ictll:llll
People’s arnly. It mnri(cci m impurtant turn in tl~c nlilitary mItl

politicai situation in in(iochina. The soii(iarity of our arllly :III(i
pe()pie illti~c struggle \;~asti]e ciccisivc fact()ril] t)ursucccss. ~lll{i
this is the greatest icsson wc ilavc {irawtl froth our cxpcricll(c\.
Dien13ien Pi\tltnught its tlxlt:

A weaic and smsll notinn anti a pct)plc’s :IrIIIy, OIWCrcst)l~c(l
to stand up, to unite togctilcr, nnti to (igllt for imicpcmicncc :illtl
pcfice, wiil Imvc tile fuii pnwcr to (icfc:lt nli :~ggrcssivc ff)ltx\,



CVCII(I)osc of”:111illlperialist p(JwcrstIch as il])pcriolist France xi(ied
I)y Illc Ullitul St;}tcs.

At the stnrt of tile winter of 1953, the pttriotic \\’ar of our

I)co})lc entered its eight!) year.

Since the frontier c:lln]);lign (tlw coltl)tcrolFcllsivc” in the f~ict-

l);lllt-(~llill;l l)ordcr rcgif)n ill 1°$01, our :lr{lly Iml sc(~rcd succeS-
si\!c \)icti)rim in llml]y colllp:ligns :lnd kept tile initi;]tivc on all
ljattlcfr~mtsin Norttl Vietn:~ll~. Aftcrthc Iil)criltion of l-ion llinl~l
IIW guerrilt:l b:wes in the ReA River I)elta were extcmleci, and
wst :lrens in the nort[}\vcst were \von Imcli onc after the other.
‘I’IIc cncnly found tll:lt to sovc tllc sittl:ltion tl)ey Iwd to I)ring in
rciltfolcet}lctlts, rcsl~llflle gcncr:lls, ~11(1 111:1})ollt :1 nc\v plan. At

Il):lt till)c, tl)c \var in Korcfi 11;)(1 jllst Colllc to fill Cllll. It \\’ilS in

Illcsc circtlll)stnnccs tll;lt Itllc l;~~llco-Atlicric;ll~ illll)cri:llists I

\\i)rl; c(l otlr tl~c N:lv:lrrc I%n.
Ill i! \\OI[l, [I]c NiItItIIIC Pl;]ll \\,Is il l:ltgC-SGllC slr;llcgic ])lilll

:lil)tcd :\t \\il)iug ollt the grcotcr I)xrt of ()\lr t]l;lin forces \vithin

ciglltccn months, nnd occupyil)g our \vlNIlc territory.

()/1 Illc onc h:li)d, tl~cy [Iccidc(l to collcentrntc their forms in
tllc I{rxl River I)cltn in the illlt(lll)ll nn(l \i’illtcrof 1953 to Illt)p up
f)ur guerri]ln bases; on the other hand, tllcy planned to Inunch
:Ittacks (N1nur free nmc in order to nttrnct :In(l cxh:lust our Innin

f{)rrcs. Sit}llllt:lllco~lsly, tl~cy intel}(lc(l to crc:ltcllcw I);l[tnli,)nsof
I,(ll)l)cr soldicrs:ln(l rcgm[lt} nc\\, units.

111 ;lccord:~ncc tvitl~ tl]is pl:lll, in the first st:lgc f:~irly strong
Il)ol)ilc forcci 11’oul(l I)c rcgroupc(i ill tllc Rcd I{ivcr “I)clt:l to
;]tt:ick :Itld \\”c:lrout ollr Ill;tin forces, :it tlw sIII)c tiil]c occtipyillg
l)icll Bien Phtl-tlllvi turning tl]e ten)pornrily occupied area in
tllc m)rtill~’cst il~to n strong sprillgl)():lrd. “

‘1’l)en, during the r:lin~ scm)n, when our l]lain forces ]I)ight
I)e cx]xctcd c{)l)c \\orn &lt, the cncn]y JIwl)ld r~lsh forces to the
Sl)~ltll t()()cctlpy 211()llr frcezt)llcs:ltl( lgllerrilln l)ases ill thcliifth
2.(MIc ltme of the 74MWSinto \vl\icl\Virxn:llll \vm divi~lctl dtlring
tlw uarl :111(IN:tIJl IIIJ.

l~liritlgtllcfltltllltlll :lnli \vintert)f 195$, ;lftcrtllc “l):lcific:l[i(~ll”
of tl]c %)uth, very str(mg Illol)ilc f(~rrxs \v{)tlld I)c regrouped on
tllc I):lttlefront of the Nortl) to I:lllnch ii I)ig {)fFcnsivc ngoinst our
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rear, Slatting silt) (llt;l[lco(lsly froln the Delta and Dien Bien Phu,
tIIC lN~v,Jcrful Il)[)l)ilc Il)ass of the French Army \vould annihilate
~}tlr Il)aill forces, (Kcupy (Nlr free zone, and I)ring the war to a
Sllcccssflll Cnd.

In IIIC nutulnn ()( 19s 3, General Navarre launched this strategic
l)lan. \Vitll tl~c slog;lns “AIwnys keep the initiative,” and “Always
(MItllc [Jflcnsivc, ” LIWI ligl~ Con]nutnd of the French Expedition-
:Iry (l)rl)s cx]nccntratctl ill the RCCIRiver I)clta forty-four mobile
l):lttilli(JllS, lillIllCllCd ficrcc mopping-up opcrnti(]ns in its rear,
:Ittackc(t Nintl Rinll an(l Nlw Quan, thrcntencd “1’hanhhoa, parn-
Clllllc(l troops” 011 I ,ang son, .Ind threatened PIIU The. At the
salttc till~c, tlwy aril]cd local bm;dits to sow confusion in the
I]ortllwcst. ‘l”IIw, on Jnntlary 20, 19J4, Navarre dropped para-
CIIUIC troops” to nccupy l)ien Bien Phu. His plan was to reoccupy
Na %n, consolidarc 1,ai Chau, and extend the occupied zone in
the nf)rtll\vest.

Al)(~ut Noveml]cr, nftcr wiping out a part of the enemy’s forces
Im the Ninli Ilil)l\ I)nt(leftx)l)t, our army opened the winter–spring
cnl)llxlign to s!nosl~ tlic Ni~varre Plan of the American and French
il]~lwrialists.

In I)ccclt]l)cr, 19$ J, our troops nmrchcd on the northwest,
;Illnil]ilatcd all il]ll~(}rtallt part of tl)c encllly’s l}lanpower, liberated
I .;li Cl]au, anti cncirclcd I)icn llicl~ PIIu.

A Ist) ili Ilcccl]llxr, tl]c Pathct I.ao fi)rccs nl~cf the Vietnam
Ilx,plc’s Vo]untccrs la~tllched an offensive in h4itidle Laos, wiped
(jut illlportnnt cllcn]y forces, liberated Thakhelc, and reached the
I14cko1{g River.

In, Januory, 1954, ill the Fifth Zone, our troops launched an
(Jl[ct]sivc (ui tllc Western Highlands, aonihilatcd considerable
cncll)y ll)alipowcr, Iil]cratcd tl]e town of Kontull}, and came into
cx~lltact with tllc ncl!,ly Iil)cratc(l [h)lovcn 1lighlands, in Lower
I ,:10s.

AlsI} ill JaIIuary of tl]at yc:lr, tllc Pathet I A() forces and tile
Vicrnanl People’s V{}luntccrs launched an offensive in Upper
1.aos, sttcpt away itl]p(}rtant cnclny forces, Iil)crated the Nam
1III tmsifl, and thrcatcnc(l Luang Prahang.

‘1’llrougho~lt” this period, in the areas behind the enemy lines
ilt North and ~cntrill Victwrnl, as well as ill tl~e southernmost



part of Trung Ilo , :t[~dill Nan) no, gllcrrilla warfnrc \vas greatly
intensified.

in the second week of Mnrch, thinking tll;lt t)ur offcllsivc wos
over, the enclny rcgtx}tlpcd a part of tlwir forces to rcs~]flw IIIC
“Atlanta” can~pnigl~ in the south of l-rung III) al~d ti) (~cc~ipy
Quy Nhon on A4arch 12.

On the next day, illflrch 13, our troops l;IuI~clIed tlw big offen-
sive against the calllp cntrcnchc(i at Dicn IIicn Pl]u.

our troops fought (M1dw Ilicn I]icn l’hu Ixlttlcficld fot fifty-
fivc dnys and nigl]ts [Illril tllc corllplctc (Icstr{lction of tlw cn-
trcnclwd cm)p was l)ro[lgl~t al)out on Alay 7, 1954.

The winter-spring c:llllpaign of our nu]iy CIIIICCI\\itl~n l~istt)ric
victory.

The strategic direction of the Dicn IIielt Plill calllpaigll al)(!
of the winter 1953–spring 1954 c~mpaigi~ il} gel~cr:ll was 3 tyl)icill
success of the rcvoluti[)mtry military Iinc of Af:lrxis]l)-1.ci~illisll]
applied to the actual c(mditions of tllc rcvolutionqry” ~var it}
Vietnam.

Our strategy startc({ frolll tl~orougl~ all;llysis of tl~c cIlcIIIy’s

contradictions. It aill]cd nt conccutratil~g oilr forces ill the cnctlly ’s

relatively exposed sectors, annihilating their l)lallpowcr, Iil)crat il)g
n part of the tcrritor y, and conlpclling (Iw[li t,) scnttcr tllcir forces,
thus creating favorflblc conditions for a dcuisivc victory.

For the French tlxpe(litionary’ Corps, tl)c \var was a contintwus

process of dispersal of forces. Tile encilly divisions were split
into regiments, then into hfltta]ions, compnnics, nnd platooll.s, to
be stationed at thousands of points and pints IU1tllc vfirio~ls I)attk
fronts of the lndochina theater of opcratiolw Tlw cl)cl]iy found
himself foce to face ufith :1 collttmdicti(m: Wi(h(mt scottcring I)is
forces, it would I)c il])possil)lc for Iliill to (Jccli[~y tl~c il]vo(lc(l
territory; in scattering his forces, hc put llil)~sclf”in diflkuhics.
The scattcrcd units Ivould fall cmy prey to (Itlr tr(mps, their
mobile forces would hc more aild nlorc rcduccd, and the short-
age of troops would bc all tllc nwrc acute. Of] the (Kllcr hall<!,
if they ctmccnttntcd their forces to lIU)VC from the dcfcl)sivc
position and cope with us with more initiative, the occupation
forces would I)c ~vcal(encci and it would I)c difficult for tllci)l to



Imld the invaded territory. No\\~,if the enemy gives up occupied
tcrrit{~ry, the very nili~ of the \\’orof rrxonquest is dcfentcd.

(hlr strategic line was to extcmi guerrilla \\fnrfarccvcrywhcre.
/\ml in each theater of opcrati(ms, wc chose the pt)siti~)lls where
the cntm)y \vM relntivcly weak to cwlccntratc (mr f(]rces tllcre
;]!)(I annihilntc his mn{)po\vcr. As n result, tlw more we ftmght, the
stnmgcr we I}ccmlle; our forces grew with every passing day.
An(l pnrnliel with the process of the cnenly’s dispersal of forces,
(MII ;II.IIIC(I forces ttllccnsillgly illtcnsi(ic(l ;In[l cxtclldctl g~tcrrill;l
activities, while I)llil(lillg up regular Iulits. Wc went gtmlually
[rot!) indepcnAcnt c(,tllpnnics t,perating scpar:ltcly t{) t~lt)l)ilc lxlt-
(illit)ns, tllcll fronl Ixlttalions to regilnents nml divisions.

Ill iy-f~, \vhcn the Navarre Pkln \\ils I)eing \vorked out, the
I;rcIwIl illlpcrialists fmlnd thcmsclvcs f:lced \\~ithn (iilelmna: lack

{}( ff)rccs to \\,in l)ilCk the initiative, to a(tack aml allnil]ilatc our
Ill:lin fi)rces. ‘[-hey set to building up their fighting forces again
:It ;111c{)sts, rind, in fact, they did concentrate I)ig forces in the
Rc(l Ri\’cr Deltn. Wirll these forces, tl~ey hoped to wenr out our
Illaill ft>rccs, and c(mlpel us to scatter our arnly l)ct\veen the
I)clt:l mIA tllc nlt)untni;wus regions, with n view to carrying mlt
Ihcir plan gradually and prcpnring for it I)ig decisive offemi\~e.

ItTc \\,credctcrtnincd to bre~k the Navarre Plnn. But how to
(k) it? I;;lce(l \vitll the ncw diffkmltics, it was necessary to iulalyze
(Iw situntit,ln to {Ictcrlllillc :1 cu)rrcct Iinc of :Ictif]ll \;~l)icll w(mld
cl)stlrc success.

‘1’lw cxmcrctc ptx)blelll \vas: The encllly was ctmcentrating
ff)rccsill tllc Rcd River l)elta, nnd I:l{lllcllillg :Ittncksf)n our free
~f)lws. Now, SINNIIC1\ve col)txmtrate our ft}rccs to face the cnclny,
(jr Il](llliliv.c tl~cllt f~]rattacks in other direct i{}lls? “1’hc prt)l)lct}~ was
tlifliulllr. In cxmccntr:lting t)tlr forces to fight tllc cncllly in tile
I)clt:l, \\cc{)llIci[ lcfctltl{ )llrfree7,()llc; l)lltl~crct llectlclliyt vnss till
str(mg :lnd \VC COIIICI cmily lIc {{ecimate(i. 011 tlw other I)sn$ in

oll:)cking in other (Directions \\’ith {Nir Ilulin forces, JVC could
cxpk)it the vulnerable points of the cncnly to alulihilate tlie bulk
of tllcir forces; hut our free z{mc would tl}tls I)e threatened.

After n careful study of the sit Uiltioll, the Party’s Central Cum-
lllittCC kNC(l (]le fo]k)W@ Sklgfill to I)reak tile ~aVarre P]an:

“l>yunll}islll, initiative, mobility, an(l rapit!ity of decision in face
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t)t new slt~lations.’” Kccpiug the initiative, J\~esl]~}til{l concentrate
ollr forces to ntlnck str;ltcgic ])oints \vl)ich \vcrc rcl:ltivcly v(ll -

ncml)lc. If \\Jc succcu(lc(i in kcxq~ing tlw illiti:}ti\,c, \vc C{)ltl{l
:lcl~icvc sllcccsscs nml C{)]])pcl tl}c cnclny to scollcr tllcir forces,
:1[1(1fill:ll!y, tll~ir ]~klll to tll IWtCll (Jllr free z.i)[]c c(,(II(I I}ot be
rc:llizcd. 011 tllc {)tlwr lloi~[i, if \\’c~~crc drivcl~ 011 II]c (Icfensivc,
not otlly CXNII(I\venol- ;lnllihilxte lnany encllly ft)rccs, Iju[ (~{lrown
force ct)illd ensil~sll(lcr losses, and it ~vould IIC {Iifficlllt for (is to

l)l’C, II< ([IL! Ctwllly tllll’:lt.

Al\vLlys convinced [Imt the csscntixl tl)il~g ~f’:]s (t) (Iestroy tlw

Cllcmy’s lll:lnpo\vcr, tllc ~cntral Committee \V[)l’liL!(l ollt ils pl;lll
t)f xtion by scientific onnlysis: to conccntra(c ~)~lr [)(Fensivc

..c
:Ig:llnst Inlportxnt stmrcgic points \vhere tile cllcll~y \\crc ,.~l~_
tivcly wc:lk ii) order to \\ipc i)tlt a part of tllcir lll:lllpll\\er, :lt
tllcsillllc tilllcct)tllj>cl llllgtllcll) t()scfltter tlleirf()rccs t()c()l~c \vitll
us :lt \~it:llpoints \\’hi~”htl~cy hnd m defend nt al! costs.

‘1’his stmtcgy proved cx)rrcct. tVllilc tllc CI}CIIIY \\,:tsc(~nccll-
troting l~ig forces in tl]e I)clta to threaten our free ?i)llc, i!lstc:](l
of Ictving our nl;lin forms in the I)clta or scnttcrillg ollr f[)rccs

in the frw Z(JIICto defend it hy 3 defensive 3cti(lll, 11’c rcgri)llpc(l
our forces ;lII(I I)oldly ;ltt:lckc{i in tile (lirectiol\ of (Ilc l~or(l)\vcst.

Indeed, our (li\~isions lll~rched on tile n(lrtll\\cst t{itlt :ttl irre-

sisril)le illlpctlls, S\\’C])r O\V:lY t]lollSalld S of ](K’:11 ll:lfl(!itS :lt S(JI1

1.;1 :111(1“1’llll;ll) (:1):111,iill(l I;l)cr:ltcd I.:li CI1311, ~.tltlillg 1{1 ]]icccs
tlIc grutcr part {jf tllc ctIcIIIy ’s c{)lunm, \rhich flctl frolll I,:li (ll:i~i.
Siit)tllt:lllcollsly, \Ie encircled Dicn llicn Phu, tlltls collllwllillg
tl)c clwll)y to corry [)llt ill l]astc a rcinforccillcllt lll(~vclllcl~t r{)
sfivc it frolll Iwing wi]w~l out. III :Iddition to IIIC RCII I{ivcr
I)clt:l, I)icn Bicn PI)(I I)cc:]lllc :Iscct)t]d poil~t (If c(lll[clltr:lti{}[l of
cncllly forces.

Concurrclltly witl~ [,llrofTcn5ivc i[l tl]c Ilt)rtllttcsl, ti]c I.:l(lri;]w
\’ictn:lnlesc joint ft)rcx:s la~Incllcd :1 SWOIIL1off’cllsivc ill 211illi]]or-
t:tnt direction wlwrc Ilw cI)cIl)\’ \\’ilSrcl:ttivclv CIIN)SC(I1[Ilc hlitl-
llle l.aos front.

Scvcml cncil)y Illf}l}ilc lll~its \\’crc :Illnillil:ltcxi :111{1tllc l{t\vIl of
‘1’lmlclwl{ ~vas Iilwrate(l. ‘1’lle joint forces pusllcd 01) in tllc Aircc-
ti(m of Scno, an imp(lrt;lnt enemy air bmc in Silvnllnilkllcr. ‘1’hc
cnell]y hod to rush forces ill hwtc fr(m tile Jlcd River I)clm ;III(I



ftxnn all [Jther Imttlcficlds to reinforce Seno, thus turning it into
:1 tllitd point of concclltrntion of their forces,

III sl>itc f~f dcfwls at various points, the ctlc[lly remained sub-
jccti\c ill lll:)ltil~gcstilil:ltcs. llccnusc of the cascwith which they
occl]l)ic(l l)icll I]icn I’l Iu, the CIICIIIy thought \vc were incapable
of :ttt:lckitlg it. Acct)rtlitlg tc) tl)cir thinking, the entrenched can)p
\v:Is too” strt)l]g f{~r (Ntr trl){)ps, hIorcovcr, they thought that tlw
(Iist:lncc \vllich scpnuttcd it from our rear created insuperable
s[i]~l)ly tdmlclcs for us. Tllcy thought we had ]xtsscd to the attaclc
:It otlwr \)oil)ts INW:IIISC\vc (iid not know how to deal with Dien
I]icn I’l]u; tllcy tl~{mgllt that shortly wc should be obliged to
cvacmatc the northwest because of supply difficulties; then they
would fin(l the nw:ins to destroy n part of our main forces md
U,IIIIILIomtintlc cxcctttitm of their plan: the occupation of Tuan

(;iaf) 011(1Sfm 1,:1, :Incl tllc return to No San.
It l!:tstlliss atllcs(ll)jcctil rcestit]lntiofl which nlnde themolaunch

tllc All:tl}t:l {q}cril~it)t~ :Ig;linst tljc s(mth of l)lm Ycn in the Fifth
XIMIC.“I”llis w,cll-prcporul nttnck was the first step in the occupa-
ti{m of our fi’lwlc free zone in the south of Central Vietnam, as
forcsccn I)y the Navarrc Plan.

I;.nrty in 1954, \{’l~ilcthe cnen]y were feverishly Iuaking prepara-
tions for their offcnsi\’c agninst our free tcrri(ory in tllc Irifth
Z(JIIC, 1)111 plan \f:ls to Icnvc only a small part of our forces to
I)r(}tyc( IIIIr rc:lr fin(l to collcclltratc hig forces to ottnclc tl}c Wcst-
cm I Iiglllat][ls, lvllicll l!crc ;lI1 ilnportnnt strategic positi{m where
tllc uv3~Iv !t’ctc rcl:ltivcly cxp(Mc[l. our odvnncc to tl]c \Vcstcrn
I Iiglll:ll]{ls tlas :ltx(jilltxlliic(l I)y rcs{)un~ling victi)rics, Illllx)rtant
CI)cItI~~ ~lllits \\’crc \{il)c(l ()(It , ;lIICI tllc town :ln(l whole province
(If l{ OIItuIII \\’crc Iil)crntcd. Our troops made a mid on Pleiku,
c{)lllpclli~lg the CIlCIIIy10 llisparch IIlt)re troops there in reinforce-
Illct)t, WI(I turning Pl;iku and various I)ascs on the Western High-
l;InLls itlto a fourth poi[~t of concentration of French forces.

I)(lring tl)c s:llllc pcri{)d, to create a ciivcrsi(m that would Ict
0111.I I()(I]M step III) prclxlr:lti(ms at l)ien I]icn Phu, the I,notian:

\’ id Il;llllcsc joint forces ha{{ lounchcd ml offensive in Upper IJnos

(rollt I)icl] llicn 1%1!. Sc\Zcrnl cnculy units were \vipcd out and the
\w[ N:lIII I III Imin \I/wi Iil)cratcd. The enemy \\~ascompelled to



rush additional forces to I.uong Prabang, wllicll hccalne the fifth
point of concentnlri(m of l:rcnch ff)rccs.

In the first phase of tl~c \vinter-spring c:tl}lpaign, riftcr three
months of activity Iy ollr illllly, the cncllly had sl]ffcrcli grcnt
losses on all h;lttlcficlds. hl:Iny vast or-cm (If strategic illlportoncc
Iuld I)ccn Iihcriltcxl, :illtl tlw Novnrrc Plnn of rcgrotlpllwnr of

ft)rccs wns foiled. ‘1’IIc ctlcllly , \vho Im[l II I:l(Ic grcnt cfiorts to

regroup fairly strong ll)(~l)ilc forces on n single Imttlcficld-tlw
Reci River Delta—\\crc cx)lnpcllcd to ch:lllgc their pl~n hi colI-
ccntrating forces ~]n :1 sll);)llcr smic at l]}any (Iiffercnt poil)ts, in
other words, the Ni]v~il.1.cP1OIIof rlctivc rcgtx)uplt)cnt of forces
had in fact been turned into a compulsory ~iispersnl of these s~nle
forces. The mucl~-v:luntcd “Navnrre nu)t)ilc corps” in the Dclt:l
hnd been rediicc[l fr(~l)l forty-four to t\vcllty hntritlil]ns, illl(! n
great pnrt of this l[)rcc was no Iongcr ll)oljilc. It I]nd to Iw scnt-
tercd in order to prf)tcct the c{)l))lllllllic:lti~)ll Iillcs. It \vos tlw

hcginning of tllc CI1(It~f tlw Navilrrc l}l:ll).
For us, the first plwsc of the \villtcr-spritlg c:!lllp:ligrl \v:Is ;I

series of offensives I:]ulwhcd sirnultnncously {)t~vnri{ms itnportant
sectors where the cncll]y were relatively exposed, in wl~ich we
annihilated part of tl~c enemy’s forces ~nd Iihcratcd occupied
areas, at the sanlc tin)e crsnlpe]ling the cllci]ly to SCilttCt’ tlwir

forces in mnny directions. Wc amtinllally I<cl)t tile illirintivc ill
the operations illl(l dtx)vc tl~c ci)clny on (IIC {lcfcl~si\?c. Also in
this period, on the lilxin I):lttlcfrt)llt, \\Tcpitlllc(l di)\vn tl)c c(wl]]y
at Dicn ]Iicn PI)(I, thus creating favt]r:ll)lc col~[litions for oilr
troops on other l)nttlcficlds. In the nntioll; ll rllcntcr of ol)er;ltions,”

rhcre was Imgc-sc:llc coor(linntioll” hct\ffccl~ [IIC Illnin hilt(lcficlds
ilIld tile theaters of (q~crotion ill tllc Cllclll),’s rcilr. [n cxcll tllc:lrcr,
there was also cIOSC coordinrrtion l)ct\v;cll tllc lnain Ixrttlcficld
and the fronts in the enemy’s rear. C)II ttw Ind{)chincse battle
front, Dien llicn I’llu l)CCillllC the strongcsr IXISCof rcgr(mpllwllt
of the encrny forces and tllcrcforc the Illi)st ill]portant hnttlcficl(l.
As I)ien Ilien Pl]u Iwd hccn encircled for a I(mg titllc, tllcrc were
new fnvornhlc coil(liti{ms for intclwifying gllcrrillq activities :11)(I
\vinning Illnjor SIICCCSSCSill the Rc(i Ri\~cr 1)cltl., :li)d in Ilw s[~litlI-
ern pfirt of ‘l-rllng I](), M Ivclt m in N:lIII Ill). ‘I”IIc cl)cll]y I:lcl(c(l
the forces to launch mopping-up t)pcrntioils (m any cxmsiticr:]l)lc
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SC;IIC.Il(lring this till}c, otlt” flee 7,011(X\\ct’c [10 Iol)gct” tllrcX-
CIICCI.AlorcN)JPcI-,our ct)tl)patriots in tltc frw zones c(NII{I go to

\\I)rl;ufctlitl tllc (l:l~’t-illtc \\itlltJlit I)cil]g Illt)lwtctl 1)~ enemy
:Iircr:lft.

[t \\:1s :Iho ill (1}~ ~{)111’s~()( [IIC fil”St I)IIMC of (IIC \\’ill[Cl”--Sp~ill~

c.:l[lll);lign tll;lt J\c cotl)l)lctc(l (IIIr l)rcj)i]r:llio!ls for tllc w+tult (m

I )icll I!icl) I)IIIi. l)~lrillg this lwri[,(l, I I)c ~lisl)tlsiti(llls of tlw f{)rti[icd
CIlrl”l!llclltxl Cillllp 11;1[1 :Ilso Ull(lc’rg(mc j.ylt dmgcs. or dlc one
11:11}~1,tllc cllcl])y’s f(~rccs I]:ld I,ccll illcrcnsctl :In{l tllcir defenses
strcngtl)cnd; (m tl]e otl~er Iland, after the successive liberation of
I.ai CIM~I, Phollg Saly, and tl~e Na]l) 11[1 river v:~lley, l)ien Bien
I)litl \\:ls coll~plctcly isfjlatc[i, S{MIIChllndreds of Iniles frum its
tlmrest supply IXISCS,[Janoi ond the Pl:line des Jnrres.

I;r(tlll Alnrcll 13, 1954, tlwrc Ixgnn tl)c second period of the
ifif}tcl- sl}ril]g callll):ligtl. \Vc I:llltwllctl tllc l)ig oflcnsivc agninst
IIIC folti[ic(l clltrcncl~cd c;ll))i) aL I)icll Ilicll I]IIU. ‘1’llis \\’w a nc\v

step ii) tile pt-ogress of the Ilostilities. Sticking firlnly to our strate-

gic I)rillcil)les—(iy ll;ll))islll, iniri;ltive, nlol)ility$ an(i r~pi{lity of de-
cision in the face of nc\v situ:ltions-nnd having the conditions for
\’ictory \vell in hand, \ve directed uur nlain attack oll tl~e most
po\vel:ful entrenched camp of tl)e enenly. The task of our regular
forces on the nllin battlefield was m) longer to encircle and
illllllt)l)iliz.e tl~c enemy in their t)arracks, l)llt to go over to the
fittilck and to concentrate forces to nnnillililte I>icn IIicn Phu.
‘1’lle task of the l)tller Imttlefronts in tile n[)rtll, center, and
so(ltl~ of Victqan) was to intensify nctivitics continuously in co-
or[lill:ltifm with l>icn Ilicn 1’IIu, in order to allllillilfltc !llor_e enemy
Illal)powcr, find scatter and pin do\vn enell)y forces, thus ham-
pering the envmy in their efforts to reinforce l)ien I]ien Phu.
(1) IIIC I)icll IIicn Pllu I)nttlcficl(l, (mr cot)llxlt:lnts ffmgllr with
rclll:lrk:tble Ilerf)islll anti stltbb(jrnness. oil fill tile coordinated
Imttlcfronts our truops did their titlnost to ovcrcol]le very great
(lifIiclllties. “[’hey reorg:lnizcd their f[)rccs while fighting, and
c:lrricxl out the order of coordillati(m \vitll :Idlllirfil)le. dctcrnlirta-
lioll :llld Ileroisll}.

Stlcll was the essence of the sttvttegic directifm of the Dien
Ilicn 1}1~(1cnt]qxtign and of the winter-spring canlpnign as a
\tlNIlc. Its nlain object urns tile destruction (If enemy manpower.
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It rook full advantilge of tl~c contradictions in which tllc enemy
\\uviil)volvcd ;lnd developc{l to the utmost the spirit of :tctivc
f~(Tcllsive [~f the rc\~olution:lry army. This corrccr, clcnr-siglltcd,
:11)(IImid strntcgy cnflhlcd tts to dcpri\~c the cnc]lly (If al] ]Jt)ssi-
Ijilily of retrieving the iniri:tlive, nnd to crcnte f:lvf)r;ll)lc c{m(li-
tiolls to fight a dccisivc bott]c (m a hattlcfielcl choscil otld ])rcp:ircd
ft)r I)y lis. ‘1’llis str:ltcgic Airc(rion ensured tllc success (if tllc WII(JIC
witlter--spri[lg cmllp:lign whi~h was crowned I)y tlw great victory
of 1~icn 13icn Phu.





StreetWithout Joy*

13ERNARD Il. FALL

1:(}1”years, c~}llll)ltlllicntit)lls along the central AIln:m} coast had
I)txn pl:]gue(l I)y ~on]il]unist attacks ag;tinst Road 1, tl~e main

Ilt)rtl]-s(mtll artery along tllc coast. ‘I%e principfll source of
ttx)lll)lc was :1 string of hc:lvily fortilid villngcs ahmg n Iinc of
s; II1(I (Iutws :Imt s:llt II):IISIWS strctcl)ing from 1Iut to Qunngtri.

ll\r 1953, the I:rcncll 1ligh Colnmand had assembled sufficient
r&crves in tl}c zrc:l to attel)q)t to dear up the tlmat once and for
;]11. In the Incnntime, losses h:ld been heavy; one French convoy
:Iftcr another passing on the ro;ld had been either shelled or am-
lNrilwd hy tlie l~lack-clnd infwltry of Vietminh Regilllent Nintty-
live, n I)attlc-ll:lrdcllccl, regltl:lr Cwmnul)ist unit infiltrated behind
l;rcI)clI Iincs. This inspired the Ft-cncll soldiers, with that kind of
I)l:ick Ilulllt)r pr(qwr to :111soldiers, to christen that stretch of
Il(xltl I “li~rr/tIsaris joie,” in I:,nglisl], “Street Without Joy.’”

It! JIIl~, 1953, tllc I:rcnch 1Iigll Coll]ill:lnd dccidctl to clcnn up
tllc Street \Vitlmut Joy. Cnlled “Opcration C:lmargue,” the action
in\’(jl\’cd a iill}ultallet)us landing of tr(]t)ps along tile snndy coast
of ccntr:ll ,I\IIII:III), c{NII)Ic[l \\~itltt\vo cf)ordilmtc[i thrusts by
:Irttlf)red units, \vith :Iir-l)orllc forces rell)aining in reserve to seal
OIT:Ittetllpts fit escnpe hy tile Conmlunist forces in tile tmp. With
IIIC clcll]ents t)f 10 in fnntry rcginlcnts, 2 ilir-l)r)llle lmttilliOnS, the
lNIlk of 3 nrnmred tcgilllents, I sqwldton of armored launches
:lnd I :Irtni)re(i train, -1 nrtillcry battalions, 34 transport aircraft,
6 rcc(mnaissnnce aircraft, and 22 fighter-lmml)ers, and about 12
n:li.y ships, including 3 1.S1-’s—this force was not very inferior

“ I{cl)rilltc{l here, with special Iwnllissiw of tlw pul)lishcrs,“Ik Stisckpdc
(hIIIIMI)y, is (hptcr 7 of [Jr. ~a]l’s Slrcet I~;thmf ~oy, cupys’igh @ 1961
by Ikrnad B. Fall.
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in size to some of I Itose used in landing operatiw)s in World War
11 ill the Pacific. ( ‘ommunist Regiment Ninety-five nnd the few
guerrilla forces around it obviously had very little chance of
escaping the encircluncnt.

I“he attack was to bc carried out by two allll~llibious forces,
tllrce land-borne groilplnents, an{{ one nir-borne f{~rcc, Illlder the
over-all col]][nand (If Celler,ll I,cl)l:lnc, \vith C:ICI1of the task
forces under comI)]:Incl of a colonel.

~;roupn)ent A was to land on the coast on July 28, at d:I\\m.

Croupment 13 \vas t-o advance overland i[l tl)c n(~r(l~ about two

hours later and veer south bebind the line of advance of Group-
ment A. Grottpment C was to participate ill tllc nttack at almut
the same time as Grottplnent Ii at 07 I5, a(ivancc directly on the
Van Trinh Cfinnl, nnti p(ish all enemy clcmcnts \t’csr of the c:lnnl
~gainst tl~e canal OLacross it. Grouplncnt C \vMIt) poy p:)rticlllar
attention to the coordination of its movements \vith Groupment
1), which was to ]itnd south of Groupmcnt A on tl]cnorthcm
peninsula of the lagoon.

Groupmcnt D, in turn, was to land as early as p(wihlc, at 0?00
for its amphibious elelncnts and at 0500 for its illf:llltry, no[i push
northward :lcross tile peninsula in order to form) o co]]]tllon front
\vi(l~Groupment C as soon as possible. The. two nir-lmrne bat-
talions were helci in reserve at the ciisposal of the 1Iigll CoII)Inand
011(1~verc to bc c(m)ll~irtcd only upon its cxl~rcss ]Jcrlllissioll. ‘I-his
was to lMVCserious consequences when tl)cy \\’crcfinally tllro\vn
into the battle.

At first view, LIIC forces assigned to this ()})crati()n appeareci
i[))j)rcssivc. Using 0 force of Illorc thnn tl)irty I)otr:lliom :111(1two
artillery regiments, the operation against the Street Without Joy
was certait]ly one of tlm ]l)ost fotu])idablc ever cnrricd out in tllc
Indochinwe tktter of operations. Yet the encll]y, I)n tllc other
side, amo(mtcd to a n]axilnunl of one weak i[lf:lnrry rcgiil]ent.
What II121(Icthe operation” so (iificult for the Frcl]cl] was, as USU21
in Indochina, tl)e terrain,

From the coast, looking inland, the zone of opcr:ltiol)s” divided
itself into seven dis~inct natural strips of land. ‘l-he first \vas the
coastline itself, fairly strzighr, covered with Imrci s:ll)d, an(i offer-
ing no difficulties. I1o\vevcr, a bare I 10 yamis I)cy(md I)cgan the



dllncs, v: Ir\ringill Ileigllt fr(jlll I 5 to 60 feet, \Fcry Il:lrll to clilllb,
;Intl cndini (III the I:ln(l si~le ill verit:ll)lc ~litcl~cs”or ]]recipices. A
fc\\’ Iishing villages \vcrc prccnt-iously perched in tlw dune zone,
\t.l\icll in certnin phccs Ilil[i a depth of ll)f~rc tll:lll ;I mile. Then
C:llllc :1 Zollc nl)ollt 75 y:lllls (l(q), entirely Covclc(l \vitl) Slllilll

[)il~()(lfl!i, or tl)llll)S ~111(1tClllplt!S, itfllicll (~l~crcd csccllent protec-
ti[jll to finy [Icfcnders. ‘1’llis ?.f)nc \\m ft,lh)\ved Iiy tllc Street
\\’itll(]ut Joy itself, fringctl Ily :1 txtlwr cllri(ws systcnl of intcr-
hwlcing slmtll vill;yyx sclxlr:lrcd {NICfr(~l]l tl~c f)tlwr, (Iftcn I)y less
tll:lll ?()() to 300” ynr(ls. I[:IcI1 \rill:lgc f(,rlllc~l :] vcrittlblc Iittlc
lnl)yril]tl~, which nlc:~s~ircfl Ixlrcl y tl]orc tll:ln 200 feet by 300 feet
:111{1\\m sllrr{)ttll(ltxi l}~f I)tlsl]c$, I)cdgcs, 1)1”I);ltlllj[)() trees, flfl(i
stlmll fences \\’hicl] ln:l~le gro~lnd :1s \\scll:1s 3erinl stirveillnnce
;lll)lf)st illlpossil)le. Regilnent Nillet~-fi\,e had spent l~lore thm t\vo
Ycnrs fortifying tllc vill~gcs \\itl~ fin interlocking systcm of
ircllcllcs find ttlllncls, ui)(lcrgr(mnd :lrltvi depots, :ln(i first-aid
st:ltiotw, \\’llich Ilo sil)glc I)r{ltnl thrust I)y ktrgc Illol)ile forces
CXNII(Ittncovcr or destroy. CIOSCto 20 Illiles long :111(1n]ore thxn
100”ynrds \\’idc,this y.~)tlc(}f vill:lgcs ct)nstitutrxi tllc hcort of the
(~ollllllilnist resistflncc ~,t)lle :ll(N~gtl~e ccntrnl AnnoIn cmwt.

011 (I)c I:lnd si<lc, tile Street lVitht)ut Joy \\,wiprcccded hy
:Illt)lllct., Icss \\,ell-llcfinc(l Iinc of \,illxges, the ccl~ter of \\,hich was
f’:ln ‘1’rinh. ‘I-his \\’:Nprotected in turn I)y I vwx zone of swnmps,
s:ln{l I]OICS,:1[1{1quicks:lnd lNqy, ex(clltling :111tl}c \tfiY to Rend 1.
l\’itl\ aIl :Ivcmgc width of :Ib(]ut li\~c I)liles, it c(~llstituted an
:Iltlli)st ill)pnss:ll)le b:lrrier to t:lnks find other tll(m)riz.ecl vehicles
of tlw l:rcll~l] Arjlly, cxccpt ~)n the fc\\,rfxlds crossing it, \vhich
\\crc, of umrsc, Iwovily Illillctl ;Intl sill)(lt:lgcd. ‘1’his, ill snort, \v;ls
tllc f{~rtress lii}()~’1~ M the Street Witl}[mt Joy, \\’llicll the lrrctlch
were now detctvninc{l to cr:lclc in n cl)lllljinc(l nir, SM, :~ml land
:Iwllllt’.

[\~ll;lt fllrllwr c{)!til)lic:ltctl IIlc sitll:tlif)(] for tllc Fl”cllcll ,Vx!j

tll:lr tllc \~ill:lgcs IuI(I rct;litlcd lllcir ci\ili:lll p(q]tll:lrit)ll of SIIMI1
f:lrlllers nn{l fishern)en. Since this popul:lti(~n \vw, tllcoretical]y at
lcmr, to I)c cxmsi~lcrc(l “fricll(ily,” tlw FI-CIICII Iligll (l)nmmnd
(Iistrilnltcli directives to :]11its Il;lits on tlw [In}’ Iwfi)rc the tqY2r:l-
tion lwg:lt~ tlmt they hod to slmw n “i~~llllnllc”at-tittillc” nnd treat
c.ivilifim respectfully. Above nil, they were not to bombard vil-
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ktges or set fire to thcnl. It is cerrnin that the limitations placed
upon the enlployment of their weapons reduced the effectiveness

of the French assault, pnrticulzrly \\’lMl it calne into direct con-

tact with major Victll]illl) resistance areas.

1-i hour \vm rtt da\vn on July 28, ]953. The Iun}hering LST’S
hod Icft their mscluhly arcm the evening before, and had steamed
tllrfmgll[mt the nigl]t t(j\\’flr[ltheir Iandijlg zone in the center of
the const facing the Street Without Joy. [)isendmrkment of the
illlqd~iljious landing craft began at 0-+00 in a clanking of metal
and a howling of engines, m the (labs and Alligators of the Third
Amphibious Group took to the writer.

‘1’l~e (l-fibs and Allig~tors were French nicknames for two
Alllericau-built amphibious vehicles. The Crab was an an~phib-
i(ms cnrgo carrier 29-C and the -Alligator an 1.VT (landing vehi-
cle, trnckcd) 4 or 4A. As their nanms indicated, the Crabs were
never destined to Ixcoll]e a combnt vehicle, but the 17rench in
lndochinn soon found that the w’h(]lc squodron of Crabs could
render imlllensc service m carriers of amphibious task forces
(q)crating in tile rofidlcss swnl)lps an(i rice paddies of Vietnamese
h)wlands and coastal areas.

At first, these unarll)ored vehicles, lightly ~rnwd with a few nla-
cl~ine gum and mortars, became the victinls of enemy bazookas.
“I-his led to a cllnnge in tactics, and I)y 1953 the amphibious group
and ntllphil]io~ls subgroup had becmlw regular uoits of the Frenctl
A rlnored lrorces in Indochina. Tl\ey \vere regularly cwnposed of
t\\()s(]{lx{lrons of tllirty-tllrce Cral)s CXCII,which were used as re-
tnmnaissance and pursuit elelncnts; three squndrons of Alligators,
which formed the breakthrough force, since they were both
nrlucd md nrlmsred; and, fin:~lly, one’”platoon of six I,VT’s armed
v’irll howitzers prx~viding the group with its own Inohile artillery.

on the ncfptive side, Imth types of vehicle were considered
frogilc nnd required a greflt tieal of Ilmintenal)ce, \vllich was often
hard to come by in the swamps of [ndochinn. T-he Crnb-initially
h~lilt for cnrrying cnrgo in Alask~-lit~ke(i floatahiiity in water
:ltlci towerc[i too lligi~ on i:IId, tl)us offering m easy target to

ellel]ly gun!lcrs, wI]() soon foun{i out tl)at it was not arllloreli.
on tile other hanti, it was small enough to be transported on an
arllly truck wi~en not in use, or coui(i i)e embariced in iight land-



ing cratt or lhtrges. ‘l”lIe .llligir[or, IIIUCII llc.~vicf ,Ind :~rl~~~]rcd,

took \vell to the wwter l)ut w’as too heayy oil l:IIId for its fmgilc
tracks a[ld relatively weak engine. Also, it could not travel great
tlistanms on latid but ha(i to be transported on special t~nl( car-

riers, si[lce it \\’as too I)ig find too hmvy to Iw tr;l[)s~)ortcx! (NI
trucks.

Yet, it’w:ls:l!l impressivesigllt os the 160 \’cl\ic!tsof tllc’1’l~ird
An}phil)ious (;rtsup opprwtchcd tllc AIInnIII C(HM, cacll Ic:lvillg
a wide \vake ill the leflden-colored water, wil h tile bright recog-
nition strealnets of the various groups flapping ill the morning
breeze on the Iips of the radio aerials. At 0600 tl~e first landing
wave of the all~phibious group hit the beaches, illllllcdiately fan-
ning out through the coastal villages and occupying the first hill-
crest lil~e overlooking the comtal dunes. “1’l]c French assault
against the Str(:ct Witlmllt Joy had begun.

“[he regular infantry clel]~cnts of tile “[-onkillcse Mol)ile (iroup
Imd n tougher time of it, Of tile three hattali(ms, (rely (mc--tlle
‘lhird lhttalioll of the “I”hirtecntl) Foreign I.cgioll 1l:llf-Jlriga(lc-
hatl had Any experience in se:~-borne operations; II]c other two
battalions tl~e l~irst Alu(mg Mountaineers :111,1tile ‘1’\\cl]t~-sixtll
Senegakse Rifle Battalion, had had no such experictlce. Un~ql])iliar
\vitll the landil)g ship’s cargo nets and the rocking landing cr:~ft,
nnd plagued with seasickness, it took thcnl cIOSCI() four Ilollrs to
get ashore instead of Ihc two Ilours msiglw(l ([) t Ilat p:lrt of the
operation. In the rneantin)e, the men of the ‘1’l)ird Altlphibious
Group were struggling with their vehicles at{)]) the dune line.

Alany of tile heavily loaded Alligators had I)ogge(l d(I\vIl il) the
sand as soon ns they hod left the coastal strip a[ld Ilod to I)c
Ilnloaded on the spot. 111Inany other cmes, tllc Iiglltcr (labs I)ad
~Jushcd (m ntol) the dunes only to find d~cll)scl\cs face If) face
with a deep pI ecipiue. I Iowever, they finally folll)(l a I)rcak t)e-

t\veel) lhc fisl IIIig vill:lgcs of Tan An and ~ly ‘1’hNy, :Iml soon

I)cgan I)ushing inkmd (m their OJVII, (;onlll)[ll~ist rcsist:lllcc was
nlllmst l~onexistcnt. A few lllen were seen flccillg tllc first Iillc of
fisl~illg villngcs near iAly Thuy, :)11(I f:lrtllc’1” [(l Illc 11(11”111,I\\”{)
cncIIIy platoons were swn pulling out.

In ;he meantime, Groupment B, under tllc co[])nlnnd of Colonel
du Cornil, had not remained inactive. By 0610, two battalions
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of the Central Vietnamese A401)ile (lroup reacl)ed and crossed the
V:UI Trinh Canal, and by 0745, the lead elements of Groupment
1! saw the sqwtttish slmpcs of tile Tl)ird Amphibious Group’s
( ;ral)s cra\vling o\~cr the Ilill Iitw; the Street lVitl\out Joy was
SCillCll off to tlW m)rtll.

“1’() [l~c rigl~t of tlw Central Victnallw-ie hfohilc Croup, the

Sixth AI{)r{)ccan Spahis were not w Iucl(y. ‘1’l]cy ran head on inro
tl~c I){)tt(nlllcss swsll]ps and sand I}oles cast of Roa(l I, t\’lwre most
~]f their vehicles, with tl)e exccptitm of AI-24 Iigllt tanks, soon
lN)ggcd d<~wn.‘1’hey succcedcd ii~ rcaclling the canal-which \vas
to bc [Ile line of dep:lrture for the nmpping-llp opemti(m on the
I:lntl side-nt al)tmr 0830. lN their sector, also, there was no sign of
cncll}y opposition. In fact, the \vh(}lc countryside seenled fibso-
l~~tel~dead. No farmers were to be seen on tile roads, and in tl)e
SIII:III \lill:lgcs tl]c p(qmlati{)n stayeti ill their I)(nvw. ‘1’llrouglmut
tllc \vlN)lc dcsolntc landscape, the only lnovil)g ol)jccrs \\’cre the
l~rcnch armored colulilns and trucl{-borne infantry, as they stag-
gered through sand dunes and morasses m the Van Tril)l~ Cxnal.

only at tile cxtrcll]e right fkrnk of ~ri)ul~lnent 13 \vm there
nny sllt)(lting. ‘1’l~crc, an Algerinll rifle ct)tnjxlny ran into uncx-
[M’tul lirc from what nppcorccl to be m) I)wrc tlmn twenty or
tl~irty \’ictlninh. Private Alolmt]lllled Al)d-cl-l<nder of Second
(h~ll~patly fell f(~rwnrd m a burst of fire froth a l]m\vning Auto-
IIt:lti[’ l(illc c~ltlgllt l~illl (Iircct]y in tl}c clwst. \V:lrily, Iiis (oll)ra[lcs
[; III IIC(I (JUtill sliillllisll f,)rllmti(ul atl(l snot I):IcI( :It tl)c i[}visil)le

cnci~lyl)idden behind clttlnpsof hushes and ill sand holes. Abd-el-
l<:l(lcr \vasthc first [rrench cmuxlty in the flssnlllt.

“1’i~tllcrightof Grotll)llle[ltl l,[lr(}ll[>lllclltC, ~lllclcrI.ietltcllill)t
(l~lfjllcl C:llltllicr, had to cxcclltc the nwst conlplicated maneuver
{~f tlic {Ipcratiotl. ‘1’IIc bulk of irs trool~s cr(v+scd Road I in the
~lircxtit~t~of tllc caIMl to tlw m)rtl] of Aly Ciiatlll. A SCCOII(Icol-
1111111started along n pnth running parallel ro [load 1, thcl~ veered

\l\;tr})l}, to the right to re;lcll the caIlal I)cturccll tlw village of JTnn
I’ril)ll”al)d tl)e lil~()()ll. Lastly, tl)c Ninth AIoroccan Tfl.4or (Ilat-

l:llit)ll), LIIIII);III;c(I 011 l:ln~lillg crnft, \\wlt aslwre at 1.3i-Ha at
{10 10. M.,lllc,l ;1 t)(v(ltllc:l(l, :Illti lllc~ll s\\’llllg southeast :Ii(mg the
1111.111,1LII,151 (II (Ilt. l.1~01)11 ill (~rf{cr I{] ctul)plctc the scaling-oif of
IIIL SII ccl \}”i(liolll 1()}, ~)11(1w l;Ind side. l?Y 083[), it had r-eacl)ccl
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Tay-Hoang ant! completed its part of the oper:ltion’s first phase.
Groupment D, under command of l,ieutenant Colonel I..e

Ilagre, was to seal off tl~e long penillSUlil reachil)g down nlong
the I:lgoon nhni~st to the city of Hut. Colnp(w[i of exlmricnced
troops, it encountered little of the difficulties wllicl~ I]i]d faced
Croupment A. The lamling began at 0430, \vith tl~c Scvcntll
A mphibiotts Group in the lend, followed in rapid succession ,hy
Marine comnloudos and tlie Third Battalion of tlw Third A]gcrinn
Rifle Regiment. The tx)llunamh)s and the an]~)l~il)ious group hit
the beach ahnost without stopping; tl~e alnphihious group inlule-
diately headed north in the direction of the head of the lagoon,
\\’bile the comlnandos secured the little city of ‘11)~ Chi Dong
and, cutting str:light across the peninsula, reocl~cd the Ilorth side
of the lagoon at 0530. For all practical purposes, Vietn)inh Regi-
mcllt Ninety-five wns trappc~i.

Now began the hartlest phme of the wI1OIC opcrnti[m-the
mopping up. (“;eneral 1.cl)lanc ordered the nilvy snips sranding
offshore to move four nlilcs to the north of the vill~ges of lls-
I.img ili~d An-l Ioi in ortlm- to seal off any ilttcll}pt of tl~c rcl)cls

to flee hy sea. On the l]orthern end of the Street lVitlmilt Joy,
(lroupll~ent 11I)egan a lllCtlKldiCill sweep of every \’illngc, a p:lins-

t:lliillg upcrati(m which Ilad to he cnrriccl otlt \\/ith tllc grcatcsr

of care, regardless of results. l~ach village wos first sllrrolltldcd
:111(1scolcd (IfT I)y trmqw ‘1’lwt), Imnvily :IrIIN)rc(l illf:]l)(r)~ II141VC(I
in and searched the houses, wl)ile nline-detcct(lr nlld I)loodllollnd”

tcalns probed in lxlmhoo busl}es find px]m-tree stnnds for hidden
cntranccs to tltldcrgrouml caches in tl}e lnidsr of tlw S(IIICII and
sih pOpUkIti[)ll. As it Ill;lttet’ Of roUtinC, 1110S(.of []lC young lllc1l

frf)lll the vill:lgcs were arrested and detained pclltling a screening
by intelligence ofllccrs, I]ut even this Ilod l)ccxIiIw n sort of I-itc in
~vhich cverymlc particil);ltcd witlmut any gre:lt coilvicti{m.

By I 100 in d~e morning Croupment B IuI(l \vorl{ed its woy
ilbollt fo(ir Illilcs south tluwugh the Ial)yrint II of I iny villngcs,
Ivith(mt Iutvillg encountered any resistmcc, WIIWI1it rc:wllcd tllc
\’i]]age Of hJIl~-@~, IOG1(C(] 21111fJS[ ill (IIC (:(’I IICI” of Ill(; SIJ”UC!

lVithout Joy, at the illb213CCti[Jn (Jf Several [1;1[11S [Ca(iillg :Iclf,ss
the dunes to\\’ard the Jran Trinh Canal. In tl)c (J]d days it had



col)taincd :1CIISIOIIISptxt whose brick structure was still standing,
aml this alst) gave it a certain inlportmcc.

lXmg-Qut lily ill the hot mi(lday sun, snllg]y ncst]cci in its

swoyillg h:\Inl MmIwtlge, the very image of rum! pmccfulness in
tllc m(msl)on SCilSoll, wlien tllcre is little left (or the farmer to do
I)llt to pmy for mill :Ind \vntch the rice grow from a tender green
t(t a rich Iwowllisl] yellow, fiut IIOW, Dong-Qut! was the target
()[ ilw M-2+ light ti]l}lis t)f the Sixth Moroccan Spahis. In fact, the
WIMIICnortllcrn tllrtlst scctlwd to he a Aloroccan” show, what with
[l\c Spnhis Iwing scrccilcd by tl)c l~irst Iinttalion, Moroccan Ilifics,

;t]l(l I Iw \vholc force Iwing covcrccl I)y the ll~)wirzers of COIOI]CI
Pir{}tli’s Sisty-nintl\ African Artillery l{cginlcnt Which, in nor]l]al

tit}lcs, Imilcd frolll I:C7,, in northern Alorocc(h I’hese were l)attlc-
Imrdcncd trmq}s; tllcy haci fought lLOIIUIICIin Tunisia, wadcci
through the Rapi(io anti clanlhcred up tlw Petrella in Italy,
knocked {mt rhc Cctvnnn Nineteenth A rnly in the Black l?orest,
aitd Mccd the Atncricnns to ficrchtesga~icn. “l-hey were the elite
of l~mncc’s Nortl~ Africnn troops, nnd more Aloroccans had risen
((~scmit]r r:\nks-c\’cll to generals-in the l~rcnch Army than any
<\ll\crnatifmnlify. I Icrc ngain, tl)cy were d~)ing a workmonlikc
joh clcnring their scct{)rs.

Keeping tllcir illtcrv:lls crrcfully, the M-2-I tanks had wtwkcd
tIicir \v:Iy to\vard 1)(mg-Qu4 at a pace \\l]ich permitted the
in(nnrry tf~keep ttp \\ith thcm, With the innntc sixth sense \vhich
(Iw ~i(~roccons sccI]I tf) IMVCfor detecting Inincs anti bfwhy traps,
tlwy 1):][1c{n)]c to \\’itllin I,500 y:lrcis of the village without Iosit}g
a 111:11}or a tnnk, I]ilt tlmt same sixth sense told them that some-
tl\ing \vas \vr(mg with Dong-Qu&. [n silcncc, the infantrymen
Iwgal) to peel ()(T tllc dike on either side of d}c tanks.

Atop the vchiclm, the tank collmmllders ])ad so fnr rcnmincd
silting (m their (qxl) Il:ltchcs, as IIIUCIIto see Ilmrc of the c(mlltry-
si{lc ;Itx){lnd tllcl}l m to catch a l~reath of l~rccze. (At the First
I;tjrcign l.tgion C:t\I:Ilry, one crew, which Illllst have Cl)lltilillCd

:111cx-N:wi clcctrollics engineer, nctually succcccied in mounting
n rqyllnr ;Iir-collllitiol]cl”” into an armored mr. The story came to
Iigl\t wl)cn tllc vcl)ic!c got caught in an sl~)hush and its crc\v
\tct)t to IImISIIal lcllgtl~s to iicfend it, onri, when it was disablcci,
t(} rctricvc it. ‘1’Iw n)ct] were duly decorated for their bravery an[i
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then, in trtlc I;orcign I ,cgion tradition, were scl)t (() tl~c sI()(I,;I(Ic

for “taking Iillcrtics \vitll Governllwl]t ptwpcrty.”)
Major Dcrricu, c[nnnmldcr of tllc lending squ:drol~, lo, JI:((I

straight ahc:ld into tllc small to\vil;the rxmd ;pl)c:lrcd clc;ii 01
my rhstaclcs or the suspicious I1)OIIII(IS of l~; lstily (Itlg Il)illc (III

placements. Ncvcrtl~cless, tl~c tnnh clIIIrI~cd tf~ a Iutt I(J Icl ill,
mine-dctcct[)r tlct;lil il);lkc one I:lst s\\Jccpl)cf(~rc ~t}llill[; ft~t\\II 11,
Mctllodic;llly, tlw r:)nilc(l il)cn with tl]c It)llg-llnlldlc(l (r)!it)g l).lll’$

and the carpllt)i~cs \v(wkcd tl]cir \tIoy tt)ward lhJIIg-(~11(, ~tili

quiescent II[ldcr rhc tropical sun. [Jnlcr, it \v:ls illlp[~ssil)lt II,
decide WIN) llnd firctl first—the M{)rocciln scrgmllt :1( IIIC 11(,11I

of the dcntinil~g thmil \vho saw a rillc Ixtrrcl Il:vili iii II]c ~ilil,
or a nervous \~iclininl~ \vho felt that tl)c Aloroccans ~vctx gtI t il~{;

too” cIOSC for cf~lllft]rt. In any case, rhc fire fight (IcvcI()])c(l \\illl

incrcdil)lc vi(~lcncc nt very short range. It wns ml!y duc It) II)c
hair-trigger rcnctions of the A40roccans ilto}) tl~c rt)a(l, \\lIf)~illl
ply dropped to the gtfjund and r{)llcd ()(T into tllc s:)villg JJ)lltl
of the adjoining rice paddies, thnt nfmc (If tllclll \\’asScriijllsl}’
\voundcd.

“1’hc t;}llli!i \vcrc c(]tl:llly lucky tl~:lt tllc \ricts 11:1(11~1’i~llllll\
tipped tlwir 11:11111illlCil(l of tilnc, fol” tllc t,vo 1),1?.(){)1{;1s 01 (11(

defenders (q}cnccl fire only as tl~c Icml l;lnks :~ltu~dy Il:ld Ic(l (IN.
dilccs in a clatter of tracks ttmi a lN~\vlof engines for Il)c (1~111-

pnmtivc s:lfcty of the dctpcr-lying iiclds. Now “lmt(,}l}c(l l]]),”
the turrets s\vung out in the dirccti(tll of IIlc Suspcctc(l t ill !:(’I $

hut still holding their fit-c. No point in wmting lligl~-pclwl ml i, III
shells against thatch huts when tllc mrcllinc guns COU1(Itl~) it
nluch more cficctive job. The inf:lnrryl))cnt ill turn, Ii;ld sl)IL ;I(I

ill an arc around lhIg-Qu& I)ut wirl)<)~lt Il){)vil]g closer. Ilcllil], I
O1lC of tllC lllillly gt%lVC llll)UlldS wl)icll ill\\’ilyS (lot tlK l~ill l:;l(,l (’l II

c(mnrrysidc, the I):lttillioll coll)l)]alldcr Il:ltl s(lll:lttcll 114)!J’11011 lli~

lulunchcs in the nlud$ a nl:lp usc (m his l(nccs aIld IIIC c(n)ll)ill;ll il~ll

cnrplloilc-]])icro~}llollc of his radio set in l~is 11:111(1.‘1’im SC( ii wI(
\\’as dlixcd to tllc bock of a Victlxl])wsc ~vho hall ols(~ S(lIIXII ((l

(h)wn and \vllo l(}(~l{cdst[didly ahc:l(l Iln(lcr his Ixlttcrul I)il[l{l-III(

down cnnlpxign h:lt at the heat h:tzc sltilllll]cring (}vcr IIu i i(r

fields.

‘rhc hnwitx.ws of the Sixty-ninth got (Iw rflngc (jf tlwir t:tl!!cl



wi(llil} a fc\v riiimtls, altd, Illinutcs nftcr rlw first r:ldit) cnll for
slll)[)[]rt, lXmg-Qut I)cgnn literally to disintegrate tln{lcr the im-
p:lct of their I)igh-nngle fire, One hy one tlm rice tlmtch uf the
ronfs begnn to cntch fire with a deep crackling SOU[)CIthat could
occ:lsionnlty be heard even above the clin of the sIwIIs. Still,
lt~)ljt)(ly r:ln; mvc for tl~e agitation in the I)nlnlxw lNIshcs around
tlw vilkqy and the (Jccmional flasllcs (tiardly visible fit high noon)
t~f gulllirc, the village Illigllt os well lmve hen deserted. “Illen, all
of a sudden, a trelncndous explosion shook the village and a
pillnt of dense, black snwke rose in its center.

“’]’he shells Inust’vc Ilit fin undergr(mn~l depot,” said Derrieu
tx~ his crew as hc wfitched the shelling over tl}e tank’s scope.
“1et’s smldlc up.” With a howl, the idling tank engine shifted
into high gear, and the lumberiug vclliclc, follo\ved by the other

tanks of the squadron, begnn to roll fi)rw:!txi in the direction of
Ilw inferno that 11:](1I)ccn l)ol)g-(~li~. “I:OIIOW” ill lillc, ” said lk_-

ricll t)vcr the intcrconl, and, n{) d(ml)t ilS nn afterth(mght due to
his fart)lcr nncestry, “and watch \\llcrc you’re goil]g. No sense in
rtlillit~g their whole rice crop.’”

NOW, sIIIall I)lock figures Iwg:lll I(} :Iplw:Ir, scclllillgly i](lt {~f
JiI)\vlwrc: ftx)ln the wildo\~s of ihe I]ousm, lhc roof frames, and
fr(~lll [Iugf)tlts {m the side of the road, a veritable flwd of hunlnn
lwillgs, c(]lnplctely blocking tile advalwe of the tanks as they
ri)llctl illtt) tltc vill:lgc. ‘[’his \vas phwc t\\/()of tllc Ilsli:ll Victlllinh
(Il!fcllsc pattclw: (kc tlw positit)l~ iuls lxxx)[ttc (Intcl)al)lc or
I)rc:lclwd, u$c tile civilinns as n shield for tl~e \vithdrowal of the
(v~llllmr:lnrs. ]Int this tit)}c, tlw r\Isc failc(l. ‘1’llc tnl)ks ~vcre Ilot
;II(MIC ;III(I tlic I)lack-cl:l(l figuws \vllicll IIt)\\’lwg:}i~ (f) Ic:lvc the
vill:tgc filn strnight into tllc IIulchinc-gull lirc nf the h~oroccam.
Ily I 300,” it wos al! over for the “1’llird CtNIIp:lnv, Il:lt(alion 310
of tlw Nil~ct~-(ifth Ill(lcpcodcnr Rcgilllcllt, “\;ictl]:tl}l I)coplc’s

} ,“ hut iis swxificc lmd Im{lght cxnctly \\hat tl\c colml}ander!\llll ‘
llnd nccdcd-two hours t)f tillw to lNl\~ctile I)ullc of the unit with-
lIrn\v t(~\vnrd the s(mtl~erll CI1(I of {he I)f)cket, \\’l]crc the 1’:111
“l”ril)i~Cfinnl ended in a sort of l]vlrsl]y, pl:lllt-c[)\?crcd licltil \\’hicl~
Ill) (mc could cfTectivcly I)(qx to SMI off.

on the French side, (lmcr:d l,cI)I;IIIc also rcxtliz.c(i that “the
cllcl II,y, for frm}l fighting to tl)c death, \vm trying desperately to



l~liy tillw to I;uit ul)til Ll)c cvclling in nrdcr I() \vitlldr:~\villtf) tllc
nenrt)y hills west of Road 1, and he otdcrctl t tic dropping ill of
the [irst of the two p;lratroop battalions still I]cld i!) rcscrvc. At
1045, the Second fhttalion, l~irst Colonial l>aracl]~ltc Rcgilllcnt,
hqving fh)\vn in all the way froln Hanoi, drol,pcd into it’s assigned
asselnhly area near tl~e village of llai-J.oc, at tl~c l)~)rdcr of the
tillnc zone close to Crfj(lpl)wnt J), aild illll~lc~liiltcly Ixg;ln its (lri\c
toward the mouth of the Van Trinl] {lln:)l. ‘1’l)c I: ICC for tllc
closing of the net around Regiment Ninely-fi\~c IMd I)cglln in
enm est.

By Illidlm)rning of II day, there were $Lill \\i[lc g;ll)s to tlw

south of tile l~an “~rinh Caoxl nent- Pl)u-Atl :111(1I,:li-ll;l os tllc

Nil~tl~7`abor strtlgglcll tl~rc)llgll tlles:ll~~l l)its:~lltl Il];]rsllcsto rcacl~

its line of depat-turc. Apparently, the Coll~tllllllists IxI(I correctly
sutmlised thirt tl)is \vas indeed the \\c:ll{cst pl~int in tllc I:rcl)cl)
pcril)lctcr and Iwd rcoctcd accotxlil)gly. At 084.$, jtlst :1s tl~c

Moroccal~s\vereill)(Jiltto ellterPllu-Al~, hc:~vy (Il:lc-llillc-gull aI]d
slnall-arrlls fit-c Iqyqn to sJmtsh intn tllcir r:IIlks frt)lll tllc sur-
rollnding dikes. Sillu)ilctted against tllc I)luc sky :1s tllcy a(1\7:II~c-ctl
over the (Iikcs, and agninst the watery sllrf:lcc of tllc rice l):~[l[lics
as they plodded dltx)llgh them toward Pliu-An, (Itcy {)l[crcd pct-
fect targets and illlillcdiately suffered llcavy It)sscs. Pillncd (i(lu’n
in the open, the Ninth now began to call for Ilclp. It is Ilcrc tlmt
its slll)[}rtIill~ltiO1l to tl~c faraway Croupllmlt (: rn([lcr Ilmll to
the nettrhy alllphil)i~)us Groupnlcltt 1) l)Ltl.Jilll to Ixlck(irc; r:l(li{)
Iiois(m to the croup’s field commaild posl :)[ Aly (;l}finll fnilcd
to f~lnctii)ll ptx)lwrly, aid it \vfis I}{)t Illllil 0910” IIl:lt (“k~lol]cl
(Jou(hicr f~)llld ()(11 tll;lt tl~il)gs lln~l g{)l)c sf)[ir 011 Ilis CXIICIIIC

right wing.
Illlt tllc Victl)lilll] \\rmImr placing all ifs l:l{lic:ll eggs in :~

single haskct. At 1100, sllli)llcr Ill)its of (Iw (I[,lllllltlllist 227[11
~nttalit)ll nls()tltt:lc14c(ltl~c:lssntllt g~ll~s()f tllcl;ilsrl ;(J(cigrl l.cgif)[l
Cavalry with heavy tlmrtar fire and f(~ll[)wcd ~11)this ,Itt:lck willl
an equally Ilcavy mortar she!ling of the Sccotld Ilatt:lli[)n, I;our{h
Alor(~cc:lll Infontr!. l{y0940,Ciatltllicrl)~~i (Ic(i(lccl t[)collllllit Ilis
last reserves, tlvo ct)il)pnnics forllle(i fr(~lll troillccs {I( :1 llcarl]y
Vietnnmcse NC(J SCI)(N)Iand three Vietnfllljcsc illf:llltry C(Jlll]Ml)i;5

hastily brought up from Hut. F’inally, t\\(j :I{lditioll:ll infnnlrv





a better tar[; ct to ground fire), anti 31s0 spread (Jvcr :1 f:lr wider
nrca when Imding. To load the Vietnalllesc d{)wl~ with more
equipment was no solution eitl}er, I)ecause (JIICCon tile ground
they cottlci not possibly carry it around. T“llis liglltncss, collpled
wit]] the hip,ll wind speed, was to have ciismtrous conseqllences.

By now, tl~e insertion of an additional l)att:~liol} had-become
absolutely l~ccessary i)n tile peninsul~l, in or~lcr to cllsltri sexti[lg
off the Vietl~linh forces from the lagoon :lnd tiw scmhf)re. Thus,
an ~dditk)nill battalion had to be dropped rcg:)r[lless of the con-
sequences to the n)cn themselves. At ]6$[), tllc first “stick” of
Viernmnese paratroopers left the lead flircr:lft, follolvccf w}tllin
a fe\v secol]{ls by those of the other planes, qn[l tile hundreds of
parachutes I,cgan to float down in the deep I]llle sky like a v:lst
sclmo] of I)tjrtugucse men-of-war. Every tllillg seemed to ll~vc
gone all right. C)nly one parachute failed to {~pen, fil)d tllc nlcn
of tl)c ground party saw its hunlan burden come (lI)\vn, feet first,
held vertically by the drflg of his utlopc[lc(l l}~r~cl)ilte,mstirrillg
up a small clolld of sand, like an artillery sl~ell, :1s Iw snloshed into
the dune,

‘I”l)e strong wind clught the other p:lr:ltroo})crs” :ll)out 1$0 feet

:ll)()\’c the ground. It \vas as if on i[lvisil)lc fisl 1):1(1I)ccn (lri\’cll
throtlgll tlwl]); sollle of them left tile vertic:]l position and Iwgnn
to fly off alll)ost horizontally. Others, closer to tlic ground, were

slamlncd into it and dragged over d)e I) USIICS,~)larshes, and dikes

fit the speed of a t-acing horse. Two par:ltrt)[)pcrs were strangled
to death by the slirouc! lines oi their own pnrficllutcs as tllcy
dcspetntcly tried to liberate tlwmselvcs lwf(~rc I)cillg (!rfiggcd
:l\\ay. Tl); cquiplilcnr p:~rilchtltcll \\irll tl)c I)flll;llit)ll SIIIICIC(I ail

even worse fastc. Since most of the pnck:lqcs were sf)nlcwh:lt
]ightcr thal) tllc p:lratrtmpcrs, tllcy fl(uiic(l’cvcll f:lrtl)cr nwoy,

solllc of thcln fallillg into the sex an{l 111:11)}1()( II ICIII (Iriflillg into
C(]l]]lllllrlist-llcl(l tcrritf)ry. Wl)cn lllc lli~lt:ilit}ll fill:lll)~ was as-
se[ill)lcd ~t :I[x)llt 1730 (sonle of tllc IIICII 112(1 I)IXI1 (Irnggcd Ill(]rc
than a mile l~efore they had been able to Iilwrntc thci])sclvcs fr(~i)l
their runqw:ly parachutes), it was at best a JIC:II{ rifle force. Close
to 10 pcr ccl)t of IIw nlcn had suffered jllltll~ :Ic{’i[lcllls, :111(Il])tlsl
of the heavy etllli~)lllent—rllortars, macl]ii]c glins, rcc(~illcss rifles,
and allll)ltlllitioll-l~ad been lost in the drop. I]ut it t\J:Isin time
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to take up its pusition in the southern tip of the pincer around
Rcgin)ent Ninety-five, l)ct\\cen the Third An)pllihious Group
an(l the Secon~i Paratrtx)p Iklttali(m, \vl\icll l\ad Ii(ndcd in the
lilt)rllil~g. By niglmfall, wirl) Phu-An nn(l VaII ~’rilll~ (xxupicd,
tlw cnenly Imd now hccn constricted into a pfwkct ill)t)llt nine
n)ilcs long and two Illiles wide. “I’() fill appenrntlccs, Opcratiml
(;:ttltnrguc was a success.

llow’cvt!r, tl)is Sllcccss 1!’:1S t])orc one Of ~ppClllilllCC th~ll Of
rc:llity. “l’t) hc sure, onc-ltalfof the Strwt With{~ilt Joy nlready
Imd fallell itltt)Frel)cll l~atlcls—l]ut \f’itll[)tlt tllecxf)ecte~ll)c)otyof
Cllcllly prisonersnnd eqtlil>lllellt. Tllisl)lenllt tlmt thecnelny forces
;tml cquipn]cnt \vcrc still in the pocket. Ilw p{xket, if tlm l~rcnch
were tosttccecd, had to I)ecollle N fiirtight trap.

‘I”IIc trap, however, lmdmlt becxmm airtight. Along thesrmth-
crn sector of Croupnmnt C, tile last-ditch defense of l%u-An and
tllc c(mntcrnttacks of ]Iattalion 227 had kept the French from
rc:tching the mtturnl Iwundary of the Van ‘I”rillh Canal. The
rcsulr \vm that four Irrench battalions had to guard n front more
than seven miles long in order to prevent the CSCill)C of about
2,600 Il]cn. It wm obvious thnt this pocket had severnl illlportnnt
gnl)s, pnrricularly the whole I}ctwork of tiny rivulets and canals
cnttting across tile \~itn‘I”rinl) Cnnal townrd R{md 1.

“!’() I)c stlrc, the :ltllphil)i~)us Crnl)s oild Allig:ltot-s were sta-
Ii(]llc(l llmr, {)r even ill, tluiny ()( (Iw cnn:]ls; i]l)d Illlldrcds {Jf
inf:lntrymen spent m uncomfortd)le night standing in the knee-
{tccp Il]ud of the rice pn[hlics, \\,atching the blnck cxpnnsc ahead (If
tllcill, where tlw slightest noise could he tlmt of a frog jumping,
or of n (hl)lllunist infiltrator sttunbling over a branch. There is
m}tliing tllllt souIIds nmrc Iikc a p:~trol seeking its way forward
in the lmld than a stray bllffillo plodding t{) itsstnb]c.

“1’hc night [Jf l) dny phls (me passed \vitlwut l)liljor incident.
\\~lmtcvcr slmming occurred Mm nt (hwing sha(lows. Ilcre and
tllerc, a French par:lcl]lltc flare lit up the pocket orca in its
ghostly grccnisll light Iwforc it fizzed into tlte wet underbrush,
[)r the headlights of a l~rclwh tank or mnpllibiotts vehicle probed
the night to search out the sources of suspect noises. I{ut nothing
noteworthy was detected.



When dawn broke, the men resumed their Ilmrch forward,
tl~is time on all fronts :tt once. The countryside :lppc:lrcd coll)-

plctcly empty in the Ilmrning sun. The fatv}wrs again did not

COIIIC out of [Ilc vill;~~:ls to till their ficl{ls; tllc litrlc J’ictll;llllcsc

boys who nrc always Iiding tl)c luml)cring I)ufr;llocs ollt to paS-

turc were nf)where to Ilc seen with their cl):lrgcs. Ag:lin, tl)c only

things that seemed to I)c moving ill the c(]tlntiysidc \vcrc tllc
l~rellcl~tanl{s, theanll~[,illious \'el~iclcs\vitl) tl~cir It)l}g:tcrials dil?-
piilg in the breeze, nII)l long lines of grinly, \\’cary, IIIu+cal(cd

in fnntrymcl~ now plo(i~ling througli the fields in al] :lllll~)st lill;
broken line from hori/[Jn to I}orizon.

By i300, with the :(II1 beating unmercifully (m steel I)cln)cts

and berets or campaif, II Ilots, Groupmcnts A :IIld 1), nlong \vitl~
parts of Gtx)upment 11, reache(l the Vnn Tt-inll Cannl through(mt
its whole Iellgth {m tllc si(ie opposite to COIOIICI”(;:lutllicr’s (;I{)II~)-
ment C. Tile trap Imtl been sprung on the Street Without Joy.
The steel j:lws of n lnodern armed force, Sllppol’tcd I)y IMV:lI
ships, flmphibimts tnliks, and nircraft, had slall)nlcd shut on a
force of Il(lrricdly tl,i[]cd f:~rlllcrs Icd by IIIM1 \\li~), in (M]ly il

fc\v cases, lMCIre’eei\(’(1 tl)c tmining of ~orpor:lls find sergcnilts.
.4 tmp tcn (illles tlw ;im of the force to Iw tr:llq)c(l 1):)[1sllllt—
:In(l had callght nothing.

‘1’() I)c Sllrc, “suspc(ts’> were found: that is, Illcn of n)ilitnry nge

\fiI() cI)uld Il(]t prove IlI;It IIIcy lwloIIgd to tllc vill:lgc wllcm they
\\crc arrested and U’IIIJ could, thcrcforc, tsc ass~l[lwd 10 Imvc I)ccn
ll~clnl)ers of Communist fighting units. A fe\v rvwpol~s u’ere nlso
f{)un(l, and nt the northern end of the pocket-, wl~crc the Vict-
II)inll had ]l):lcic its stall(l at Dong-Qu& solnc prisoners \vcrc t:lkct),

nrllls in hi~ntl. I]ut 01) IIIC \vhole, ns of I) d:ly p]tls tllirt)~-six notIrs,

operation Cafnarguc .Ilrcndy was n failure. I lowcvcr, it \vas ll(jt
entirely over.

Sol))c of tllc If)ltf-llying Afotxnc f)l)scrvatio]l plHIIcs II:](I (lc-
tcctcd susprxt ll){)vclllents in tllc dirccti{)l) of At)-1 It)i–-])rt)of
that sO1lIC clcilwnts 01 llcgin)cnt Ninety-fi\’c II;](I CS(:l])C(I to\\,:lr(l

tllc north, At 1300, tlwrefot-e, Gcncml J.cl)li]ilc {)r[lcrc[l a Il):lril)c
comn)ando unit find infantry frolll (lroupllwn~ A t{) cnrry ollt
a sea-borne raid on An-1-loi. The raid WM carried mlt s\viftly



cIlo Ilgl I; tllc tro[q)s landed at 1500, llwppcd up rapidly Wl)ilteVCr

stls~wcts coold he found, and returned to their ships hy 1800,
IIlcir IIlissi(ln ncctm]plishctl.

I’lwrc rmlurincd {JIIC ul(jre task It) I)e mxml)plisllcd in the now-
(Icctlpictl villngcs, the nmh(dicnl Imusc-to-hoose search for hid-
(ICII cl)tr;lllccs, Cilllll)[l flagcd srornge dulnps, nnd the mle-in-a-
tit{)t[saitd chance (If finding x really important Col]lnwnist
c:l{lre, (N)c of the tllmssunling I)lacl{-clad cftn-ba who, often
Ixitcly t\venty years trld, really ran the war for the enemy. Hun-
(Irctls t]f infantrymen sw,arnwd o{lt with Il)inc detectors or, sim-
~)ly, hjng n}ctai rods, thumping their rifle butts on the grould to
(Iclcct suspicious hollow nrcas; (~thcrs wwuld strip and, holding
Il:ln(ls, ft)rlll n chain aml wollld slo\\~ly w:llk through the
Iti:lrsl]cs nnd ponds in the Ilf)pc of finding we~pons and equip-
ItIcI~( dt[llq}cd into the water at the last nmmcnt--n sort of giant-
\iTc hIItIIan rake slotvly Inoving up and down tile countryside.

i Icrc and there, ol]e “of the mcmhcrs of the human rake would
scrc:llll ill pain , and his friends would pull him up from the water,
Ilis foot” pierced hy a rude hut effective mltrop-a small wooden
1)1:1111<studded with seven-inch-long h~rhed steel arrowheads,
\\lticll collld picrcc a foot even through the thiclc soles of a jungle
I,,)(}t. lVllflt with the usnnl infecti(m, the sl)ldicr w(mld he disflbled
for tllrcc Ilwntl}s f)r nmre. lhlt the hunm chains and the mine
~lc[cct4)rs :111(1Ijl(x)dh(mnd tc:ulls kq)t on with their llwn(mmolvi
:lINI fulstroting work, full of the knowledge of its futility.

,110]) the snIlll dullcs, the Crabs and Alligators of the Second
:111(1‘1’bird Alllphil)iolls C;r[mps \\~ercstill hcrdillg suspects toward
the comtal village of Trung-An for combing out by Vietnamese
:IIld l~rcllch intelligeocc nod security teams. These were the real
vicrinls of tile wirr, the hapless civil inns caught in the how wave
of n I;rcncll armored group plowing under in ten minutes a rice
crop tll:lt Id hccn the fruit of five nmnths of Imkhrcoking work;
or c:ltlgl~t in the ever-present clutches of a Victll)inh “tax cadre”
(Iclnallding his party’s share of the crop’s proceeds, after the
farmer already had paid close to three-fourths of his crop to the
I[lil(lh)r(l, tltc Iwtrcr, n[]d the g(n~ernillcnt tax cf)llector. ‘I-oo had
—tllcrc \\~illI)c no shirt for Iittlc I ioang, \\ho was to fy) to the



VilIilgC school” this yc. Ir and there will he 110 pork [(J s{ll~])lell~~l~t
tlw diet of rice and fi:.1~for the lunar New Year, tlm ‘1’il.

Ily tlw end of 1) (I:ly plus t\\Jo, all f]rgfillizc(l wsistnm.c Im(l
CCWCXI,and (M1tl]c (tJllo\\~illgdoy Ixg:ln tlw \\’itl~~lr:l\\r~llof Llw
first-line tulits—tile p,lratroopurs , amphibious groups, a]ld Aimine
coll)mnndos. Now calne tl~e real joh of perm~ncntly (:lmtro]ling

d)e nc\vly occupied area, Bri(lges that had hecn dynan]itcd over

tlw past years had to be rebuilt; roads cut into rit)lmlls hy Vict-
n)i[)h saboteurs had to he filled ill; the WIIOIC artificial desert
\\,llich tile C011)1~1t111i5tshad created around the Street Wittlout
Joy Iuld u) Iw clin)iniited. Vietnamese Government at!lllinistr~t(jrs
IIlade rllcir tilllid appcorance ill the face of a IIostilc tjr friglltcncd
})opi]li~tion” wl)ich, after a week’s fighting and ye~rs of Iifc in a
sl:lte of siege, ncede(l everything frolll rice to antilll:ll:lria (al)lcts.

‘Tunlly,” said M;ljor Dcrrieu of the Sixth Spal]is, watching
s~)nle {If tl)c nc\v ndn)inistrators in tl~e village of lhlg-Qu4, “tllcy
just never sectn to sticceed in striking the right note with tllc
population. Either t l~ey come in and try to apok)gi~.c for tllc
mess \\’e’vejust made with our planes and tanks; or they sw~ggcr

and tllrefiten the farlners m if they were enemy Ila(itjll:lls, \\lli(.l\
—Ict’s face it—they are in many cases.”

“1’hat nloy be 5(>,” said yo(lng I.ieutemmt l>~lj:lrtlill, st:lndillg
(m the shaciy sicic of his A1-2-t, “but 1 wouldn:t cilrc to l~c in Ilis
SIN)C5tolligllt, \4~l~ell\ve pull out. He’s going to st:ly light here
in rlw lN)usc \vllicll tl)e C{~lntnic con]ma{~der still t}cct[pic(l yes-
terday, all by lli[nself with the other four guys of his :]dll]iilistra-
tive tcanl, with the ncmcst post 300 yards awoy. I Ieil, I’ll hct
hc w(m’r even sleep here hut sleep in the post any\4rny.”

“lIe probably will, and he’ll immediately Iosc face \\’ith the
population find hec~)n~euseless.”

“An(l if hc {iom~’t, lw)li proi)ai)]y bc ticaci i)y tt)ll~orrow, :)IIcI
i)c just as useless, In any case, tilere gOeS the Wh(JIC pSyClM)k)~iC21

cf~cct of the opcmtion an(i we can sutrt tile WIM)!Ctl~infgali over
~gaill tilrec nlollths (ronl IIOIV. What a hopeless IIICSS.”

“weil, if tile Vietnnn)csc can’t licit that, wc ccrtailliy can’t.
After aii, it’s their country. iet’s saddie up.” With a slmlg, i)oth
men wnii<cd back to their tani{s, ciimi)ing into tl)c turrets with
tile litheness of long practice.
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llelo\v them, on the tiny sqtmrc of rui[lcti Ilmg-Qut, the

yollllg, cnrnest l~iCtllillllCSC ndlllinistrfltor, ill l~is I{l):lki shirt nnd
slwks, was still tnlking to tlw villagers. “~llCy Stoo(i” tl)Cl”C illlp:lS-

si\~cl~, like S0 many woodcil stntucs.
on August 4, 1953, the 1 ligl} (hl]lnand called ~}ft’ Operation

Cmnat’gue. According to tile newspapers, it lNNI been a “total
success, dcnwnstratitlg once Illore tllc new ag~rcssivcness and

nlot)ility” of tile 17rencll and tile value of great amounts of nmtor-
i~.ed c{luipnlent i}] sw:lIllp warfnre. l!) their own reports, the

French trentcd tile operation with nlixed feelings.
“1’(I I)c s~lre, Ilcgimcnt Ni[lcty-five had, for tile tilne being,

(Iis:li)pcnrcd m n c(mstant mcn:Icc nlong the central Ai)n:lm coast.
‘1’\vl~(Ilrz.cn villages (jr Itlorc IM(l I)ecll placc(l under flt Icast pilrtiol

illfl~lcncc of tllc llntim)al outhoritics. Illlt tilis had hccn m) opera-
ti(nl “on the chenp.” Important nul]]l)crs of troops and nultt5ricl
Id to bc witldrawn fro!)] otlwr vito] sectors wl~erc they were
sorely Incking, anti where their absence began to create enler-
gcmcies of their o\vn.

And the results in actunt loss of ene[ny con)l)at porcntinl had

Iwctl [rustr;iting. h’or I;rcncll I(MCS of I7 (Ic:l[l :IIld IO() \v{mndcd,
tllc enemy had ]ost 182 dead nnd 387 prisoners, al(mg with 51
rillcs, 8 sulmmchinc guns, 2 Ilmrtars, nnd .$ llAR’s-nnd how
111:111}1of the Acatl :JIld pristmcrs \\’crcrcgtll:trs t)f the Nil]cty-fiftll
Ih’gilm’111, ;Ill(l 11411 lllcllly 10(’01 rnllllcl”s or Illcllll)cls of dw

:il\\;l}s cxpcll(l; ll)lc I)u-l{icll (Cfmllllul]ist Vill;lgc lllilitia), rc-

Il)nincd [)pcn’ to question.
As regards swamp warfare tactics, {)pcrati(m ~il[])~rgue had

(NICC Ilwrc provc(( that it wns ilnp(risil)lc t{) seal 011 a I)(jckct ill an
;Iirtigllt f:lsllitm ;Islo IIg:vi:I I):lltaliolt Iln(l to l~old iIIt)rc th;III 1,500”
y~lrlk of grmnd-aml llmst of tllc Imttali(ms alo[}g tlw southern

Il:lnl( of tile pocket had Ileld more than 3,000 yards. Thus, the

f;lct tlmt tllc 1)1111{of the C{nlllllunist forces co~tld slip through the
“l>[~llcl~rge’’-tlle ring of French infnntry and armor-wasa f{~re-
gl]tlc c[mcltlsi(m fls sfx}ll as tl)c slow progress of tllc il}fantry on
tllc first day clilninated all hopes of constricting the pocket to
lllillMgC:ll)le size I)y nightfall.

I:or the progress of the infnntry had been slow. II) fact, it had



I)CCIIil craw] of about 1,.fl)() ~~Ids ~11l~OUI,(III IIIU ;IVCI:IgC.JIiit
here ngain the tactical colnnmndcrwm caught ill a {Iilclllllla. ‘1’IIc
purp{m of tllc l~pcr:lti(m \\’Os[lot t]lc !iurf:l~~ OL’C(ll)O(ioIl” of t]l~
\~ill;lgcsI)ut the IIuslling-t)(lt of the encl]ly fr[)ll] Ilih \icll-cxII]{)u-
flil~cd hiding ploccs nnli underground inst:lllilliolls; Ilcnce ,:~;]y
speed-upof the ;Iclv;lnce \t(Juld beat tllcexlxtlse (If IIlc tlli)l-{)llgll-
ncss of tllc scnr(.11 for \veapons, men, and sccrcr :I(llt]inistrative
organ izatimm ‘1’llis dilelllilla wm one that ]>(Mc(Iitself tillle and
ag:lin ill tile ctjursc of nlop-up oper:lti(ms :ln(l ~~,:lst)cvcr s:ltisf:lc-
torily rcsolvecf.

11(1[,htsically, the major defect of (lpcration C:li]}:lrglle f~fls WIC
\\~llich\vasslmrcll by pri{(ticnlly :]11sill}ilnr {jpcr:ltif)lls in tile Indo-
cllil)csc \\’:Ir:NI~ sc:lling-fl(f(}f ill] cllcl]lv force {()(11(! IN,~~tcucssf~ll
UI1lCSStlw ])rol)ortion” 01 ilttocltcrs to tlcfcl]{lcrs \\:ii 15 10 I or
even 20 to 1, for tl]e emllly Imll in its f:l\~t)r:IIJ itllilll;ltc lLl]owl-
etlgc of tllc tcrrilin, tllc ;l(l\’:lnt:lgcs (If dcfclwi\c (~rg:llli~:ltiol~, :111(I
the syillpathy of the po])lllatiol].

Another definite aclvnntagc of the cnellly \\I:lsits ulgc ill cx)ln-
Imt inrclligence. Very scl(lom did the French l~lloiv cxnctlv ~;’llilt
llIcy were I{)oki[lg for in tl]c C:WC(IF SLIClI2 IIII)l)tll). (Ill Ilw
other Iulnd, the very size :Ll)dnlcclmni?,ation of tllc [Illils clllployc(l
;Ig;lillst tl~e ~~ictll~inl~sooner” or ]flter gave a\vay l:rcllcl) illtct)tiolvi

:ln(l even their (~rdcr of I)attlc; for tl}c p(~siti~jnill~ of” I:lrgc [tnirs
rc{l~lircd IIIC l)l-i(~r :Irriv:ll of rccollll:lissallcc (Ic I;I(’IIIIN.IIIs ;III(I

Iiaisf)n oficers \fhosc prtxcilcc r:lrcly rein:lillc(l tlll(lclcctc(l. l’lIIIs,
tnctical surprise W2S, \vith the exception of nir-l)[)rl}c r:li(k, Il(nl-
existcnt, ;Ind the tcrr;lilt itself prccludcd tllc \Isc of Iligll speed :1s
n c~)llll)cns:~ting factor.

\’ictlllil~ll Itcgitllcnt Nitlcty-live Ilo(l Iivc(l ((, (iglll ;IIIOIII(I (lily.
[11rllc sl)ring {}f 195~, it :Ig;lin Iwgm to illfiltr:lle luck illlo its 01(1
I)untinfj groun(]s, where it ambushed scvcrnl coIlvoys” t)n Road 1,
:Ind cvcll att~CliC!d 2 Victnml)esc I)nttalion st:lti{)llccl llcnr Ill Ii.
C(mllnunist f(~rccs hod C(Jevacuate the arm in J{Ily, ]954, WIICI1

f“ Itile GcIw\’:1 CWSC-ilc s >Iit l’ictnnln ill t\\r[):It tllc I7th l’;Ir;Illcl,

\\’l~icl~nins ;l lxIrc ten i)~iles tf) tllc Ilorth of Qilnllglri. OIICC i))t)rc,
the I]M1 of llc~il)lcnt Ninety-five cnierged froth tllcir I)idc-[)llts,
picket] up their \vcapons froln the marshes and swali}ps, :Ind Il(J\v
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IIlnrclwd north in brond daylight along that Road 1 for which
tlwy hmd fought so bitterly. 1 lcre and there nlong tile road were
st:ltitmed some of the tanl<s of the Sixth Spahis, gum elevated and
tllrrct hatches open.

l}~il~c had come again to tltc Street Without J(Jy,





WAR, IUWOLUTION, AND

TERROR-

RUSSIA, CUBA, AN~ CY PR7JS

(:OAI 11.4”t’INGSov]ET GUI: IIRII.I,AS l~rl)st v(n) Dollnanyi

~ {OW CASTRO WON 1)ickey ~lmpclle

‘I”M{I{O1{ IN CY1’l(US I.icutenant (l~!onel B. 1. S. Gollrltiy, Ollt:

A point to ren~ember about unconventional warf:lrc is tl~at it d{)cs
not :Il\wlys follow the conventionally tlncotlvcl~tioll;ll” l)nttcrns of

t“ireece, Mal;lyat and lndochina.

Guerrilla \\Jar is the l(jrm of war that the we:lk [Itust c!wl)se.
It dcveh)ps lnaximum }I,)wer when couplefl with tl)c sllpport of
regular forces, Such a situotion occurred in Russia (luring World
War 11, and Ernst von llohnanyi was there. Ik)m of (;crl]~an
&t)zigrt parents in Kiev, he was educated in llussi~l :In(l [;ernmny
nml won the ir{m Cross, h[)tll first and second <.1:1ss.‘1’llis l)r(~])lmtic
nrticlc was w’ritten in 1955, three years oftcr his rclc:lsc fr(tlll al)
eight-year term in :] Ruwian prison calllp.

Mrs. Clxtpcl]e is a wide-ranging [Jl~otogr:ll)llcr-clj[rcsl~()[~[lcllt”
for I.ife, Rea(icr’s l~ige~t, and-we arc proud to say—rlw (;nzcttc.
Her beats Imve inclu~i(.cl Castro, the FLN ill Algeria, nnd tl]c
interior of a I Iungariail prison cell. Meeting her ill i]nprohal)le
locales, many military [Itcn have asked: “ what’s fl TLW’1)1(~11doi)tg

kc?” l-hatis tlw title of Iwr rcccnt t~()()l{(\\Tillialll Alom)w :111(I
Company, 1962). WC tIlink there is a lesson in Iwr ouxmnt of
lN)WCastro won, but tllcrc is an even more significnllt onc in why
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Ihtist;t Iost-uusc to pon(ler tlw rclnrion of politics to nlilitary
lI()\\cr.

1,icuten:\nt Colonel Gourl:\y, Royal IWlarines, descriljes still an-
(Jtllcr f]nttctm-tlutt of sneer tcrroriw in a tiny area. One of

I]ritnin’s nmst respected young professionals, I\e was picked to
I)c tl]e cmmnnndcr of the first hlnrincs (4 I Ccmllllnndo) ahonrd
1I.il 1.s. )I?flwflrl’.
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Combating SovietGuerrillas

ERNST VON DOHNANYI

1.

Gllerrilla \varfnre Ims hecorne an essential part of nmdern
strategy, a factor ~~hicll should not he overh)i)l{ed I}y tllc Illilirary
Icnders. ‘~his was suf%cicntly proved hy tllc guerrill~l :Ind re-
sistance Inovcments in allnost every occupied IItltx)pcan country
{luring Worlci War 11, in Indoncsin, Indochin;t, anti K{ JICO.

It seclns, however, tl~ot the possibility of gllcrrill:l \varf:lrc Ins
hcen completely overlooked i)y ttle military ])l:lli[liilg st:l!~s of tile
Western worlci, Conseqllentlyl the nmdern s{,ldicr is l]cing tr:linc(l
to use every conceivahlc weapon to de fen[i hiillsclf ngainst the
lnost terrihlc tools of destruction on land and in tllc oir, l)~lt Ilc
stili remains unprepared to cope with the e{]u:lll}’ tl:lllgcr{)us an[!
exacting work of cw)lt~ating guerrillas. This ncgligcn(e (II] ttlc
part of generat staffs mfiy prove to he as Jis:lstrl)lls ill IIlc f[lturc
as it was for the Gcrlnnn arme(i forces fiu[itlg [Vorl(l lV:lr I1.

The ciogmatic attitude of tl~e GcrI&II Gcncr:ll Stal~ (Iliriilg tl~c
Soviet calllp:lifyl was, un(loul~tedly, onc of [Ilc IIl;lill tc:lsolls ft}r
its ffiilure, origilullly to prevcl)t, :Inli Iatcr, t-() stil~prcss IIIC S()\’icl
g(lerrilla lil{J\~cment w]lich ill flictc{i s{) nl:ll)y I(hscs 111)011 tllc

(JCIIIIOI1 figllring f(~rccs. l)cpcl~dil~g (In tllc 511(CCSS{If Illc t)lil7-
kricg nnd ttw p~]litic:il \\c:tl(ilws of tllc (;f)llltllllrlisl rcgilllc ill IIIC
S~)\~ictUlli{)tl, tllc ~~crtll:ms failc(l t{) Il)nl;c l)lclxtr:ll i{,ll\ ~f)r tllc

severe Russiiln winter, tnd apparently colllplctcly cxclu[tcd Illc
idea of a possible guerrilla threat froln their lllinds. ‘1’l~c :lrrogallt
:lII(i foolish ]mlic~ of tllc Cetmmn civil govcrlllllc[lt ill rcg;lr~l t~~.-
thc Soviet ]Jc{)ptc canl){)t t)c ;Icccptcxi :1sfill CSCI15Cfor IIIC II: Irro N-

min(ie[i p]nnning of tllc Illilitary auth{)ritics. [)r;lcli(:lll}f (Ilc i(lctl-
[iCilt shortsighte(i ilttitll(lC M thflt of tllC (; CI”III;II1”(i;ll~l’:11 S[:lfl
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(Illring World Wnr II \\~asdisplayed by the U.S. military ctml-
IIIiUId tturing tl]c Sclliim)lc It)dian War in Florida under Jackson’s
:IIJII \’:in Burcll’s :I(llllillistratit)lls. The governlncnt troops tiis-
l)nlchcd lf) lxtcify tlw llldinns were certainly sufficiently trained
It,r orllit)(lt)x I}:lltle I]llt, tlt)l I)cillg fanliliar with IIldian fighting
til IIW WII(KIS,tlwy Iuli{l ;I tcrrihlc toll in blood ft~r their eventual
>11(’ccss.

II} (Jr(lcr to ctIItll)rclIciI,l tl}c alnazingly swift development of
~!llctl-il];l II;Inds, it is ileccss;lry to twview the evcnrs of ]941. Seek-
ill~ to nltnin tlwir Ilnin ol)jcctivc-the imnil)iktti(m of majorSoviet
I(,rccs-(jcrIIIan spc:lthcads rushed eastward, brol{c thruugh So-
\.ict (Icfcnscs, sut-roul]dcd entire armies, and spread confusion in
llwSt}\’ict t-car; hut unft)rtunntely, theypaidl ittleattentionto dis-
Iwrscd tmits and scilttcrC(l personnel who renmined in the oc-
(llpicd:lrcas. Nattltnlly, Soviet of?icers andenlistcdmen who did
tl{~t c:lrc to surrender disappeared into the countryside. Some
cscl]ilngcd their tlllif{ltvl}s for civilian clothing and sought refuge
in villnfyx; otl]crs I]id ill swnlnps and forests; tl]c nmrc active of
tlicl]l (Irg;ltliz.cd guerrili:t hands.

“1’hc early willtcr, tl~c uncxpcctcd setback at Moscow, the
ilm(lqwttc supply of winter clothing, and the breakdown of
stlpl)ly Iincs forced the Gertllnn troops onto the defensive.
I)cwp sntI\v and scvcrc co]tl cotnpelled the poorly clothed and
c(ltlilqxd tr(}ops to st;l~ ill settlements, which in turn permitted
IIIC still SIIIOIIguerrilla ~xtndsto remain undisturhcd in the woods.
Ily the springof 1942, it \vast{ml ate-numermw guerrilla groups
Iui(l gnincxl c(]tllplctc control over the territory not directly
Ijc[.llpicd I)y [;crnlnn forces. Innuntcrable assaults (m communica-
lit~l] :I[]d sllly)ly Iillcs (;lml even on small Gcmutn garrisons)
I(IWC(I (I)c[jcrill:ln ~lllits toc(]t~cclltrntcs olclyoll” defending these
~it:ll :Irlcrics.

I’IK t,rganizatit)!l ()( S~)vict guerrilla bands was comparatively
‘,itlll)lc. Rccr{litc[l ftx)n) Il]ilitnry personnel an{l fanatical Com-
Itillnists, tile IXII1(IScstilljlisllcd their headquarters :lnd camps deep
III illocccssil)lc \\fNNll;lIl{ls:lnd s\vanlps. If no direct threat of a
(;cr!llan ;lttacl{ W:IS cxpcctcd, they billeted themselves in villages
III(I SII]:III to\\,ns frolll wl]ich, in msc of emergcl)cy, they could
id I):lck to tlwir Iliding phtccs in the forests. The population,
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who \\’ere given no protection” hy Gcrlll:ln forces, tvillingly

accepted and supp{)ttcd tl}wn, The han(ls varied in null]l)cr fronl
flpproxinmtcly fifteen to 200, depending on tllc terrflin, tllc :lv:\il--
nhility of volunteers, :In(l rhc nttittldc (~f tllc ]xjpulncc t{)war(l
the Ccrllliln inv:ltlcrs. SIII:lllCr I):lnds v’crc Iu[ l)y :] dcl:lci)lllcllt

cmmmtndcr :ll)d a ]](~litic:ll colill)lissilr. I, GI(ICIS ()( t:lsk giIIII.~)s {Ii

Sfll)otflgc S(]\lil(lS—[liS[ 1:11CllC(l to il)tcrccpt :1 ~;crlllnn supply tr(lcl(,

to dcsttx)y il r:~ilr{m([ I)ri(lgc, or to pr{lctlrc ft){j(l –\\fcrc ;lpp~)illtc(l
fronl iIIIIong the Ill,)w cficicl~t IIIC1111W13()( tllc group, ‘

hux, large gucrrilh l)onLls \vcrc s~lb(lividcd into platoons nn(l
squads. Two or thrw lx_IIILhwere Im)scly organixcd into hrigo({cs.
[11 tiIllC, Collllll(Il)iCiltiollS” \VCIC CS[al)[iSIWd l)CtWCCll b;lIl[lS iIllL1

l)rigaclcs andthc S()\’ict Suprcl]]e ComIIIiIII(l ocross tlic front Iilws.

Procurement of orms nn~ :Ilnnluniti{m vos cmily accml~plishc(l
frmnequipmcnttl lrown awny hy tl~c s(]l,licrs of tllc rotltcd St)viet
mnlies. Food supp]y wns flvai]ai)ic in vii!;~gcs ;II)LI cx~iicctivc farlns
which, in most COSCS,IM(l not I)ccn dissolvc(l i~y IIIC Gcrl)ull)s il[l(l

were frequently still m:luflgcd I)Y the S:lIIICS{t\~ictfullction:lrics-
nn error which pr{)vcd to I)c oigrcat nssistnllw to the gucl-rill;ls.
On the other hand, the Inck of clothing :md lncdic~l supplies
appeared to hc a cx)nsiderahle Imndicnp to tllc guerrilla I)ands.

Their operations were chiefly Iimitcd to s:ll)ot~gc, cutting of
German supply Iincs, mining of railr(mt! tr~]cl{s and roods, nnd
occasional assaults upon snmll Gcrn)ztn units. ‘l”llcse nlissions were
usually executed hy sn)nll grouf>s at night. In coi)~parativcly fc\v
cases did the gucrri!lns attach Iargcr Gcrln:ln units, and tllcn only
Ilncler the most a(l\’;lllt;lgcous CirCUlllStilllCCS. “1’l]us, in the winter
of 1941--42, a Gcrlllan engineer h:~ttnlit)[~\\:Is :~l~l~illil:ltcd,wl~i]c
ctnlxtrkcd on n tr:lill lllo\’ing \vcst of 13LY:IIISI(. Il:lving stol)pc(l
the trilill by rclllovillg tllc rails ill :1 clc:lrcd ;IUX, tllc gllcrril!:ls
{}pencd fire witl~ four or five heavy IIlnclliilc gi]ns oud succcc(lcd
in killing most t)f tlw Gcnllnns Iwforc tllcy l)i:ln:lgcd to c\’actl:ltc
the trilill find rcocll a sno\\’-covcrcLi” c[lll):ll)l<i))cllt. llo\\rc\~cr, ii
offered no hcttcr protcctioll” than had tlw trilill :lg:lillst tllc IiI(lr-
derous fire. Tllc ;IIM)VCinci(lcnt \\m m] isol:llcxi cow; gclm’:llly

the gucrrilhts dis:lppc:~rcd into the woods m smm w the xpproach
of a Grmnan unit wos rc]x~rtcd I)y their sc[ltl-its,

Greatly alarmed hy the ncw thrcnt, tl]c (Jcrllmn cI)IIln121111
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illili:llc(l il\tctlsi\~c stII(ly of :Ippropriotc Il)ctllods of sul)prcssil]g

tlw gllcrrill;l :Iclivilics, “1’4) accol~)plish this, C;ICI1 commanding

(Ifti(cr \\:is ;t(ltllori~,c(l t(t (10 \vl);lt I]c (ICCIIIC(I I)cv+t.~crt:lin of them

ttic(l t{) 11111)1[l{I\\II Illc g~lcrrilla Ixll]ds I)y (Iiy)ntclling comlxrt
Ill)ils it)tfj tl)c \~{NNls.‘1’l]is mctlwd provc(ito IICunsuccessful. IF
Ill)t collfrot)tc,l” l)), sltI)cri{lr gucrrill:~ forces, or dccimfited in a
trill), tlic coll)l)~ll]icso t”l); ltt:lliolls rcttlrncd afteroll abortive search
\\’itll u))pty I)nn(ls. “1’hc great fitfvnntage of guerrilla bands in
\\,ij~NlliiIl{lSlily in tlwir m(]hility and their ability to disperse ancf
(Iis:ll)lmr :IIII(mg tlw pol)ul:lti(m, tl)cir cxccllcnt communicatim)
\\illl IIIC I(Ic:II illllnl)it:ltlts, :tl)d in.the clull)sincss of rcgulnr army

Illlits illcxpcricllccd it) Imckwo(ds fighting.
l:.ll(]ltst t]clill)iil:ttc tl]cg\telrill:l Illovctnent Iilrt)tlgllretali;ltory

IIIcwiIIrcs ag;lit)st tlw IJol)ul:ltion” \\Icrceven nmrc disastrous, The
cIl(l:IIIgerc Ll pop(tl:]tioll” llccl itlto tllc s:lll)c inilcu!ssible areas nn[l
j(,it)cd Il)c fytcrrilltls. it IIW oftcl) like mI ctItllcss chain. $n]all
(;crfll:lll (tllits or slIIJ~)ly trains \t’crc ;ltwckcd ill it villngc mld
rIIIIlctl. (icrl)l:tll Icitlft}l.cclltcllts :lrri\?illg Inter follllti no trace of
{<llclrillw ‘I”llc I)ol)ltl:ltioll” \vns rcluct:lnt to gi\c ;lny ill fl)rllltltion

lc~;lr{lillg tl)c ;lll;icl(crs, t,IS tl]cy knew tll:lt after tl)e departure of
IIlc (jcl”tll:ttls, IllC}, \\(Jllld nil VC to ilCCOllllt for tllcir “treason” to

IItcgtlcrrill;ls \\lN~\\crc the ;lctllnl nlwitcrs of tile unprotected
f,lrllwr. “1’llcir I“clllct:lllcc to Sl>(!ilk SCC1llCII to tllc Germans to I)C

:1 llt~tllifcsr:lti(ttl of loynlty to the Ixlndits. Iinr:lgcd by the sight of
tllcirdcnd coiltrn~lcs, tllc Gcrnml)so]diers frequently took revenge
I}y sl]l!~)titlg S(HI]Cilltl(wcl~t peasants or by burning down a part,
(~r:)ll, (,f ;I \,ill;lgc. ‘1’l]cw: Ilnjust nets II)ercly illcrcmcd the hatred
I)( IIIC ll:lti\,c ~or (Iw (icrlll;tlls ;lnd citlwr Icd Ililll to join the gucr-

lill,l lntltls, or II);I(IC Ilitll :1 \\illitlg sl)y for tllclll.

I,nrgc-scale t)l)cr:)tiolls col][lllctcd by scverai regular divisions
(Iitl little 1101111 I(J lIw g(lcrl-ill:l Ilu)vclllent, ‘1’l}cse thorotlghly

l)l:IIIIlc(l :111({ cxl)ctlly cxccutcd (JfTcnsives might haveguamnteed
\ict(]ry ()\wt :1 rcgtll;lr ;Irtt)y \ll)it opcroting ill nn orthodox mfin-

Ilcr, I)llt tllcy \t’ctc Ilot c(fcctive ag:linst n foc \\III() had no pernla-

llcllt IMSCS, wI)(I :wte(t :]s on orgnnized firlncd force one day, and
llccillllc:l gt[,lll)[ ~f]~cilceftlI farmcrst henext. lI~lvillgstlrrott{ltlc{l
il I:lrgc gtlcrl”ill;l-colltl”ftllc(l ;Ircn, the Ixtttali{)l)s would spread out
ill :1 lillc, crctrc :] tight circle xroun[l the objcctivc, and advaocc
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slowly tlwf)ligll dw lJr~151i:In(l SW:II1l[) ill :1 ct]llil)illg (qwr:llii)tl.
Whenever S(ICI1 n tlllit Ilmt (q~positioll, rcscr\Jcs, rcillf(}rcctl 1)~
tallli$ and ;lrtillcry, \\fItll{l IIC disp; ltcllc{l 10 I)rcol; [Iw ()])l)()sili()ll
;IIld to nnnihil:ltc tllc IMIIILI.III sl)itc I)( CICVCI-I)ldlltli[lg, tlIc 1110

jority of tlwgllcrrilh I);ln({susu:illy ll~:ll~:][~ccl,rocsmpc fr[)ill Ill,
enclilngcrcd ilrco Iwftjrc tlw t)lwrntiO1l stntlctl, sill}]~ly Ixx;lusc tl)c\
had been forcwflrml l)y the incremc of tro(q)s in the rcgiol), 1~1
by local inforlllants.

In2(lt.litionto tllc:lctive lllenstlres (lcsclil)c(l fll)ovc, tl\cGcril);\tl

colnnmnti wits ff)rccd to cn]phly Illally (Iivisi(ms for the Stilli(’

clcfcnsc Of ro;lt!s, r:lilro:l&, ;lIILI otl)cr IIIC:lIM of collll)lllllic;lliot),”
‘rilcSc vitol Iillcs 11:11{Iwn ff)rtific~l—tl] t)llsill][ls (If I)(illltcrs, I):lli
swles, and entrenched posts h:Id Imen built nl(~ng tl]c rnilr(m(ls ;III~l
roads; })fltrok \\’illkCLl frolll })OSt to post ill orLlcr to ])rc\’clll

snl)ot:~ge on the trilCl{S find to (Ictcct Ililldcll IIlincu+.“1’l~ist:lsk \\J:ls
perft)rn]cd chic(ly 1)~ Gerllmn gtli~r(l rcgil)lcl)ts, II\jl~~illiill] ;]I){{
Roln:mh units, ;Inci ill{ligcn[)us vi)luntccr lll~its. N(mc of IIKJII

were very rclial)lc: the Gcrnxln units lwc~lllsc of ngc illl(l (I(lolil!!

of personnel (citllcr too” 01(1 I)r l)l)ysic;llly (lis~l~t:llilicil (or scr\,i~.{
in Collllmt units), tllc nllics bcc;lusc of tllcir (ln\\illii~gllcss l{) Iiglll
f()rtlle Ccrlll:~ll c:\tisc, tI~cillcligcll( )lls\~~)llil~tcclsl)cc:ltlsc tllc~l 11,1,1
no rc;ll rcas(m to fight,

lt was a dnllgcrous sitwtti(m for tlw ClcrIII;II)s. All of lI]cM:
efforts id fnilcd to elimimttc ihc &IIIgcr of g{lcrrill:l r:li(ls \\lli(:ll,
in filet, were gro\ving in frequency nn[l fcr{)city.

In spite of this apparcnt]y hopeless ~ituilti{)n, s(~n)c GcrIIi,IiI
genernls:md collllllall~lersclicl find :lIq>ropriotc IIlc:lnsto I]wct Illis
tllrcnt. ‘l-llcir IIcsil]lc pl:il)s cll:ll)lcd tlwl)~ [t) :I(lfq)r [lllf)rtll{]llt]\
t:tctics :IIId, in [l{~illgst), fill:ll!y toS\lLU!Ct[ ill f{)I’L’illg (liC [\llL’1”1’111.l

Immls to \\fitll[lr;~\\or to rcil;lcc tiwir :lcli\ili c\.
“1’hc l]l[)st ()~llstnlllling cs:llllplc \v:Is ctl!~ccivu(l I)y tlw uOIII

lmnding gCl)~l’:11[)( tllC [; Cllllilll SCt:oll(l I);llwcr A1’111~,<;~ll~l’~11
oberst (Coloilcl (; CllCrill) Schll)idt. In rxl-!y l)ccc[lllwr, IW1, tliis
atmly hnd I)ccn stopped south of Mostx)\t” flll(l 1);1(1 filllCll IIIICI( 10

the stilbilized Iillc 7.1~iz[lra–Orcl–l< llrsl{. it \\J:tsdiscovered tlult
nhnost the entire rcnr, \vith tlic cxccprio[l of lnr~er to\\~ilslike
Jlryansk, Ilczhitsn,
was under gucrritl:l

Kilrilcllcv, lllllirNJ;Sk, I)lllitri;v, find Scvsk,
ci)lltrol. “l-he supply lines for tllc whole :IrIII~’



u)nsistcd of :1sil~glc r:lilroaci-Orel-Ka raci\ev-Ilryansk-Unetci~a-
orsII;I -{]iillslt-:ll~, itllclligl]\\:lYO rci-Ilry:lilsic-i{ tJsiavi-Sll]olel~sk.

‘1’llc :ttcns s{}tltll of Iltyol)sl(, il]citi(iing i.okot :Ind Trui)ci~cvsk,
:illci north of tl~is city, i’llclu[iing Dyat’kovo anti Lyudinovo, were
coIltrollc Ci” I)y stlollg g(lcrrill;l ban~is wilich were a constant tiweat
to tllcsc siIi}i)iy Iilws. ill the spring of 194.2, ti]c towns of Dynt’-
kovo” nn(i i,ylltiit~ov(, lI;I(i IICCII cleared of guerrillas by German
lr(~t)}}s. iio\\cvcr, lhcir g:lrl-is(llls were connected with one an-
f~lllct i)y II)c:tns f)f {)111}’OIICroit[i al)(i a i)rancll railroad line whicil
Ilcru ;IISI) s~ll)jcclcli I(; frc(itlcllt gucrrii]a :Itt:wi{s.

“1’llc arm so~[tii {If ilryai)sk \\,Nciivideci i)y tllc 13ryansir-L’gov
r:lilroo(i into :] \\()(xic(i sccrioll \\’cst of tile miiroad and plains
c:l~t [If it. “1’IICcil~tcrll sccti{m \vm soon brougilt under controi
IJ\ ttlc (;CIIII:IW. ~;ilrlisolls~~cucstatit)neti in Karacilev, Brassovo,

N;l\ly:l, Onli 1,(11(()[. “1’iIc (Iistrict enciose(i by ti~ese towns, witi~
[IIC cxcci)tioll {}f ils Ilortllcrn pnrr, ofiere(i no protection to guer-
rillo I);ln(is anti \\os(luici; !y ahancioncci by thcnl. On the otiler hand,
rl)c :Irc;l l)ctuccn tllc roilro:l(i nll(i the IIesna iliver was covered
\\,itll \\,()()Lls :illli s\\:lIIll)s \\i)i(:il forll)ed perfect terrain for guer-
Iill;l ili(iitlg pl:]ccs :IIl(i c;il))iw. An cstinmteci 6,()()0 guerrillas and
ill) c[i(l:ll lliiilllwr [~f f:trlllcrs :ln~i tllcir fan]iiics ix)ptriated tilis area.
“I”IIc ;t\;lil;tl)lc (~crtIt:IIl rcscr\c+--—s(u)lc llutlgori:tn regiments-
\\cI-c or(lcI-c(l [() gtlilr(l (IIC I)ty;lllsii–l .’g(]v rililro:ld iine. Tile com-
Ill;tl)(iil)g gcl)cr;ll of IIIC %conci P:lnzcr Arl)ly assigned only a
sjll:lli IIIIII)l)Cr of otlwr tr[)oi)s to clwck tile gucrrii]a assaults.

‘1’11: t:tctius fc)rlll~ll:ltcd i)y Gencraloberst Scilmidt to suppress
gllcrrill:i t)}wl-:lti(~l)s s{j~lth of Bt-yansk deserve a special study
!f Ilicll, llrlf(tl-t~ll};ltciy, c:ll)not i)e I))ade at this time. However, a

I)ricf ticscrii)tiol~ of tiIc cvcllts lI)i~y suffice to cicmonstrate the in-
gcl}~lity ()[ I)is i)l;III.

i II Al; Ircl), i 9-+2, :1 Ilorw-tir:ltvn slcti from Knrachev arrived at
N:Lvly:i ;In[i i ,ol;f)t, l)ri[lgil~g a slno]i group of Russian civilians,
I’IIc cllicf, OIIC K:ll)lillsl<i, ;I slcl)licr, energetic, !I)icidie-aged man,

I)rcsclltc(i to tIIC( ;CIIII:tIl gorrison c(}llmlanders “to-whom-it-mny -
Collccrn’” or(icrs sigllc(i Ijy Gcncraioherst Sci}nlidt, which rc-

II IICSt C(i (~crtl);ln llnits to rcn(icr every possible resistance. to the
!)c:lrcr {)f tl~c or(icr. i~~lrtllcrlm~re, tile order appointed Kaminski
:]s g{j\~crtN)r()( tl)c :Irc:I inciu(iing tile towns of Navlya, Lolcot,
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l)l}litrtJ\sk, l)lltitric\’, and SCvsk. I Ic wos ~l~lll~t)rizedto net indc-

pcl]dcntl)’, tt) :Il)p{jillt I(KxI t)llici:lls, to (Jrg:ltlizc the ctxmoilly of
tlw :Irc:l, end, ~i’ll:tl is ilwrc itnportnnt, hc wos msponsiblc ooly to
(jcnct-nk)lwtst Scllltlidt. N() Get-mail officer in this mca was to
illtcrfcrc \vitll l<~ll}lilwki’s activities.

‘1’hc Ile\\’ g(J\IcrIM)r ill)mc{li:ltcl}r :Il)l}f)illtcd Biirge?wrei~tcr
(l)t;l~’{)rs), prl)clniil]c(l tlic ol)olishll}cilt ()( tlw c(~llcctivc-fnr~ll sys-
tclll, sulwrviscxl lIIC (Iistril)llti{m of tllc rcul:iil)itlg ilnplclllcnrs :111(I
stock :llllong (;II”IIICI’S,,,It}ll stnrtcd the ~)rg:llli~:lli{m of local Il)ilitin
for IIw pr{~tccti{nl (If this nrcn :lgninst gl[crrill:l raids, This rcor-
g:llliziltiljl) Cll;ll}gc(l IIlc sittlnti(jn entirely. l;l”l)lll thCll 00, CvCry

Cl)\\’, horse, pig, :111(1 kmf of hrefid wwrc”Illc private property of
(I)c f~rlllcr l\mINJvor l%trov. The p(q)ttl:ltit)ll went to work with
~rc:lt c:lgcrllcss. At I:lst, it seemed, the GcrIIl:Ins were ncting as

the}’ had I)ccn Cxpcctcd to: At Imt they bcgnn to abolish the hotcd
ColiCCtivc fanm, to give the population” self-government, *nd to

Iittlit tllcir ()\vn infl~lcl)cc IIlcrcly to IIlilit:lry needs. At the smne

till)c, (I1C lw\\l\ crc;llcd pr(q)crty ()\\t~cls l(ltmed tllcir wrnth
;Ig:lillst gllcrrill;; s t\ 110 still visitcll tllcil \ill; lgcs ilt night seeking
f(,(~ll. Prior t,) Knltlitlski’s titllc, (he f:lrlllcr Iwd wntchcd :tpmhcti-
Cilll}’ \vhile (Ilc f{)mging Imnds Ctmfiscatc(l ctjllcctive-form stOCk;
ltr)\~,cvcr, no\\’ I)c \\M directly nffcctcd, hc \\M going to Iosc his

OUV1 prt)pcrty-l~is cIJ\v, or p;g. Alnny y(mog nlen enlisted in the
IIwal nliliria ;od \\,crctrcfitcd hy tllc popol:!l i(m with the greatest
respect. Ily tl]c suiull)cr of 1942, the nlaro~l(iing guerrilla hfintis
\\rcrctlwt \\itll iicrcc rcsistnllce. I;vcr Y SW o~ltside of the Pro-
tcc~ing \\’(jo[ls IXC’:IIIICdilllgCr{)\lS; for every I)it of food scizeti
in :1 \~ill:lgctl~lrillg :1 Iligllt r:lid they Imd to p:ly with blood. lhXh
lxlrtics\\crc:ll l~~llllcill(l}is tcrritory;l)(~tll (t~llgl~tf{)rtl~cirlivcli-
Ilo{)(l; 1)0111 fought witlwot IIlcrcy. Cr:ldo:lliy, the antng(mism
lJct\\’ccn gttcrritlns :il~d f;lrlllcrs I)cgiln to ovcrsl)adow the events
of tllc \\vlr, polilics, ;m(l CVCII their dislike of the Germans. The
Illiliti:l, umwsistc{l I)y tllc Gcrlll:los, equipped itself with wlutt
cINtltl l)c ftmnd in tlic woods--left there by tllc retreating %]vict
.Arillv. Ilflfjrts \\crc Il)odc to rcl)t}ir and cl)~l~loy the alxtndt)llcd
%)vi;t I)cnvy c(]llil~lllctlt—tillll{s, ootitanlc gtlns, howitzers, lnor-
t:irs, li}:lchil;c g(tns, etc. lrill:llly, Kxminslii’s force became a for-
ll~i(lill)le I)rig:l{le, c~mslstillg of five or six I)nttnlions of 500 to 600



mcn MA, a t:lnl(unit \vith rcn to twelve ligl~r t:mks, ;UNI :trl
artillery lxtttilli(]tl with .5(JII1Ct\\’cnty f.ylns. “1’l\isnunl~)cr w:u+INJI
only sufficicot to stop the gucrrill:l r:lids 011 tllc vill:lgcs :ln(l tt)\vlvi
of the Zrcn, btlt :11s0 to Inunch countcrr:li(ls, ;md, with tllc resist
:lncc t)f sml)c Cctvlmn units, even ii colllltcr(}flctlsi\’c in the spring
of 19-+3. Iluuillg this {Jffcmi\’c, K:lll~il~sl<i’siltiliti~~cltxjvc the g{lct
rill:ls fr[]lll IJrnctica]ly [Ilc entire :lrco bctwccn lhllitr(t\wk,
llll~itricv, Scvsl; , ond l.(~l<f~t,:Intl puslwll (Iw Imrdcrs of,tllc “lilj
cmtcd arcn” six to nine miles m)rtll\vcst of I,t]kot fiIICl i)l)out f4)III

illilcs \\’cstof tlw llry:lmk-1,’gtw rnilr{u~ti Iinc. C(msidcrillg 111(
f;lct tllnt hc rcccivcd neither :lrnls nors II])l)ly frolll lhc (;crtll:lf)s,

Kimiml(i’s succcss CXCCC(ICLI ill] expccrntions. N() d(ml)t, h:~tl IN)(
tllc Ccrln;m tctre;lt intcrtwpted tl~is (Icvcloplncnt, Kfll)linski

would h;lvc silcccccicd ill Itis tnsk of p:lcifyil)g the ciltirc :Ilc:l

tmtrusted to hilll. llvcnts, however, forced d~e illdigcnotls Il)ilili:l
to join the GcrIIliIn forces in their rctrc;lt \vcst. A fe\v weeks Inter,
Koil~inslci’s !Ililiti:l, having lost tllcir prilll:lry rcnstm for figlitillj:,
dcpri\~cd of tllcir property, ;Ild kno\villg ll~lt tllcrc \v<)ul{lIw I]{)
p:lr&)Il by %)vict :lutlloritics, hccnlllc :1 IIlcrc g:lngof lmi~(lits \\,lItt
plundered the ]xpl:ltion, indulged ill (Iriilkil)g, t]mrrclc(l \villl
the Gcrm*ns nild nlmmg tllcll)sclvcs, rcf~lscd to tigllr, :111(1III I:IsI

were ~!isl)mlc(l I)y tl]c Gcrnulil COI1lIII:II1(I.

S(IUIMI iclcm Iv&c so[)]ctil)lcs 01so l)om :IIIIOIIg field pcrsoIIIIcl
of ti~c Gerll];~n Arn)y. %llie bnttnlion, c{)ltq}nny, nn(l pl:ltt){lll
Iwdcrs f[)rll)[tl:itc,l Illctllo(ls fi~r cffcclivc SIII:lII-SC:IIC:Illtigllcrrill.i
\\rilrfilrC. If pl’ol)crly (lcvcl(Jpcll, tllcsc illqs (:011111 serve ;Is ;1 l)mil

for die or~lnix.:ltion of spcci:ll :lntig(wrilln I[l)ils ill the :lIIIw(I

forces of tllc Wcstcrll world.
After the rc[rc:lt ftxnll hl(Mx~\\~ill (Iw \\il\ter of 19-11-41, x

Gcrlluln C{)lllllllllliciltiolls I)iltt:llioll wos f~nlclc(l tl) t)ccll~~y
Bczhitsa. As Iws I)CCIIn~cntioncd, tl~is sllrrollndc(l town ;InlI iti

outskirts were rcpcxtcdly tmidcd by gllcrrill:~ lMIIIdS,which WCIC
hiding in the ~voodlmlds Iu)rtll and mlrtllwcst of rl~c t(j\\’tl. Itl
order m keep tilcsc lluplcasnllt nciglll)ors n~v:ly fr(ml llcAlitwt,
the I)ilttnli(m c(]llllll:lndcr cst:ll)lisl~cd scvcr:ll olltll{~sts oll llic
pcripllcry of tllc city. ‘1’hc Illost advnncc(t I)(Js( \\,:lsst:ltit~llc(l ill
tllc vill;lgc of Clxlil<oviclli, :Il)imt t\vo I)lilcs lwrtll of llcz.l]its:i.
Fortuilately, tllccf)lllll):lll(lcrf)f dlispt)st 1~’w:l Gcrll]:ln \\luI Iixtl
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spcvlr llwny ye:lrs in tlw Soviet Union and \vaS fiuniliar \vith
l{~lssian custotw, tile Russinn mind, and the Russi:lil hnguagc.
Ililvitlf.j n(ldefinirc otxlcrs, tlIisofTiccr was at Iihcrty to wnge war
in his OWII wny. “I-he post garrison consisted of ftftecn German
sol[liers nnd ahout as nlany l}irtive volunteers (sons of ktdaks,
lwrstms persccxlted by the Soviets for politicnl or criminal rea-
sons) and solne ad\’enturers). It required no special intelligence
to discover tlmt guerrilla scouts were watching this post from a
very snort distance, dlat stmle of the villagers were guerrilla spies,
and thnt every German Inovc wns imn~cdiate]y reported to the
Imntlquarters of the guerrilla Imnd. l~ith insulting ill)pudencej the
gucrrilkts constantly lllitwd tllcrond froln Bezhitsa to I)yat’kovo
j~lst (mtsidc of CIlnikoviclli. Almost wcry dny, trucks proceed-
ii]g in convoy m l)y#ko\w \verc destroyed on this unpaved
r(xld. ‘1’IIc conllnandillg ofliccr of tl~c CIlnikovichi post dwidwl
rh:lt SOIIICaction nlust hc tilkcn. lInving picked out a group”of
t\\’clvc rcliol)le Gcrnl~ns and natives, hc undertook to reconnoiter
the surr(wmling :Irea. lr[~rscveral days, this squad crisscrossccl the
cutirc region, avoiding deliberately the woods and ravines until
c\rcryone hecamc fanliliar \vith tile terrain. Then, paying atten-
tit)n to utmost secrecy, the patrols were shifted to nighttime. At
irregular tin~es, w’itlwut confiding his plans even to the German
pcrst)tlnel, the post c(~llllll:lllflcr s~lll~lllolle(l hissqufid and left the
villilgc, usil}g 3 c{)vcrcd r(Nltc in {)r(lcr n) :Ivf)i(l olhcrv;ltit)[]. I lav-
ing rencl)cd tl)e extensive woods north or west of tl~e village, the

st]u:ld \v:litcd until da\\vl. ‘Ilisprecauti(m wits ucccssary in order
to dcccivc the gucrrillfi sentries \vntching the GcrInan post from
\ari{ms points during tllc day, and pcrll:lps frolll tlw vill:lgc itself
nt Iliglit. An encouutcr with guerrillas in the forest was not to be
fc:lrcd. ‘1’he squad was equipped with autolnntic weapons and

Iwld grenades, and was thoroughly” indoctrinated for such a fight.
[f \vorst came to worst, a retreat would present no difficulties:
‘1’l)c tree trunks oficrcd silficicnt ptwcction against rifle fire; an
ell\’cl(q>l]lcnt by the enen]y woulLi hc extrenle!y difficult to per-
ft)rjll; the fircpowcrof” :I[lt(]nmtic riflcsallci stil)l]lncllillc guns was
slllticient to crcnte a fyp in n col]qmratively tl~iil ~uerrilla line.

,\Iortx)\cr, it \4ils ttnlikcly that a guerrilla hand WOUICJstand md
Iigllt a (;crtl)an unit III}(W strcllgtll was ufIkm)\vn to tl)cll).
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Af[crajwtitNl[jf :]]Jl~rtJxil]}:ltely ff)tlr\\ccl{s, tlilrin~which tin]c
sc(jlttinfj \v:Is carrict! (}n :Iillltvit {Ioily, tllc sfl(lild had suflicicntly

CSpll)l”cd tl)c Orc;l to (Ictcrlnine the appl-oxifl):ltc location of the

gtlcrrill:l cal)tp. Scollts tlisct)vercd fresh pa(l]s and guerrilla nlcs-
sagcs or \\’ntnillgs ~irittcl~ (m the bark of trees. Most of the paths
lc[lfr{jllitllcll~:ltgil) of lllc\v(Jt~ds tc}nswai)ll)y tlistrict solllct\vt)
an(l a Imlf Illilcs insille the forest. ne first il~~portant work had

Iwcn :tccolllplisllcd, I“hc conmxmdcr reidizcd that his unit was too
SIIMI1f{~r nll attack t~n tl~c l~idc-out, Consequcllrly, reinforcements
w’crc rcqllcstcd, The request wns approved and the reinforce-
IIwts I)roll)isc(l for a {Iilte in .thc near future. Meanwhile, the
rcc(ml]aissancc s{lu:Id in Cllaikovichi shifted from scouting t[}
;)II IINISh ractics. I,c;lving the village with tllc wtme crmtion, the
sllll:l(l ll\il~CllC(l aftcl’ S(lllSW across tllc collntry tt) places frolll
wllicl) tlwy could watclI tl~c Ihxhitsn-[lyat’l( ovo” road, which frc-
[Iltclltly \vits Illincd I)y gtterrillil snboteurs. The ptttience of the
sqiiad \vas put to a considerable strnin; having spent a night at
t]t}c pl;wc, tl~c aIIIl)wh party lcatvlcd tll~t tnincs had been laid at
nnothcr site. lI()~ve\~cr, one night, while lying in the grass on a
flot knoll don~innting the road, the scouts saw tl~ree or four figures
mt)ving on tile road. At a signal from the leader, the squad opened
fire, The surprised gllcrrillas ran into the dark without firing a
singic sll{m, lmt Icft ol~c of tl~cir party, a boy of about seventeen
u’111)II:](I IJCCI1I(illc(l I)y a I)tlrst of machine-gtln fire. This rather
SIII:llI victf)l”~ u[nlltl not hc wortlt while Illcntioning, had it not
caty.(1 tlw (llsc(tlltil~tl:lllcc of tninc-ktying ol~ tl)is road. The gucr-
rill:ls sccIllc{l to Iw grc;ttly surprised an(! aplmrcntly frightened,
sillcc tlwy di(l not I; I)(]w lw\v tnnfly such atlll)ushes were .Iaici,
fr(jlll \\Ilwnccthe ciwl]]y came, nnd how strm)g he was.

SOn}c days I:ltcr, returning fr[ml a reconnaissance trip into
tllc \\(NX!S, the sqlln(l surprised a lnan lying under a tree about
I I() ynrds in frwlt of tl~c woods. In a semicircle, concealed by the
Iligh grins, tllc sc~)ilts npproochcd the mnn. Startled by a critclc
of :t dry I)rnltcli or sol]te other sound, the str~nger jumped to his
(cct, ;Ind sccillg sc\’cr:ll Germans, took to flight. A few bursts
I)t(nlgl)t I]illl (l(I\In. A sectmd mtn, unnoticed so far, jumped
(h~{~n frott] tltc trcx ll,ith rniscd lIands. It appeared that this wns
:1 sclltrv l](~st \\:ltcllillg tllc traffic on the rmtd to Dyat’kovo. In



addition, this post \v:Is t{) notify tllc g(lcrrilli~ C;IIIIp I)ack ill tlIc

woods” of npptxxwhing dal)gcr.
At last, the ])rill]liscd rcinforcclllcnts :Irrivc(l in lhxllitsa. Ir \\:I\

important not to :ItxJtisc tllc s[lspiciolri of [I]c g~lcri-ill;is in ~l);lil;()

vichi, Thcrcforc, I)(jtll tllc infantry coiilp:]lly nntl lhc’ rccol}niti>
SOIICC Sqtt;ld \\’Cl’C cll)l):lrk C(l in t:lrl):llt lil)-co\clc(l tl”\lCli\ ii)

IIezllitsa and, t{)gctllcr w,itll tl~c usunl ct~llvoy, tlclxlrtc(l :Is if ((,1

Dyat’kovr). Tl~c~ assault force disn}f)u]l(cd f’r,jl]] ‘trucks. [Iccl) ill
the woods ah)vc Chaikovichi and [I(JICIICIIS[ of the suspcctc(l
guerrilla camp. ‘l-he mpturcd gucrrill:l sentry wos t{) I)c tl~c gui{!c.
Witi~ his Ilnnds tied, and Icd on a rope, IIIC pris{)llcr ~t,;ls nul{lc I(I
undcrstnnd tllnt (lis(~lwdicncc or trcachcry wolIld ]llcnil ccrloill
dc:ltl\ to l~ii~]. After al)(wt :1 t\vo-l\()\}r IIMWI), tl~c \ll\it nrrivc~l
\villlf)tlt inci(lcl~t jlt tllc s\v:l I))p. I)is(los(lrcs I)y IIIC gllcrlill:l
itlllic:lrcd that tllc Cilllll} \vos pitclwd i]l)t~ll( 5$() y;lrtls f:ll-lllc!l”
southwest on n hill in the middle of this :Irc:l. ‘1’l)c s\v3tllp :1])
pcarcd m be only waist deep. mlc COIIIl):IIIy sprca(l olit ;Ind t III

sol{iiers advnnccd at intervals of five or six ]Mccs il] ortler not t{)
]ose sight of onc another. In spite of this, tllc !cft wing (Jf [he

company adv~nced too quickly, and tl~rce or four tTlcn poppc(l
up in the guerrilla camp long before tile rest of tile cmnpnny II:](I
arrived. The surprise was complctc. Tl~c hand l)a(l just stortc(l

their breakfilst, wl]ich wns served in prill]itivc pots 011 rougl~-
lle\vn tahlcs. “1’crrificd by the ;llddcn appc:lrat~cc of tllc Gcrl\u~ns,
tllc gucrri]l:ls, :IiIIOIlg \\’ho III tl~crc \vc[-e scvcrnl w(m]c[l, flc(l ill
pflnic in all dircctio[)s, Icnving cvcrytllillg I)cl]illd. I“l)osc \\Illorat)

townrd tile npprimching Gcrln:ln Iinc t\fcrc citllcr killed or cnl)-
turcd; t)tllcrs IINIIl:Igcd to cscapc into tllc puotcction of tl~c lJrtIdi
illld high grins. In nll prol)ability, tllc n]:ljor part of tllc rollrc~l
band found ot]lcr guerrill;l groups and continue[i dwir nativities
in another district. At imy tntc, the :lI_Cil lXt\vccll Ilczl\itsn all(l

Dyflt’lioV() secn)cd to be tal)()() for- guerrillas froln this tililc {)11.

Not a single ms:~tllt, not n sillglc ll~inc, was rcpt)rtcd or discovclctl
until the retreat of tllc Gcrl)mn troops ill Aug(k.t, 19+3.

Ncitl~cr of tl\c two cx:\i)l~~lcs—Ki\l~~il~sltianti tl~c Cl}~\ikoviclii
sqund-~vas n dccisivc \rictory over tllc gllcrrilln IIN)VCII]CI1[.111/(,
and this cannot IN sufficicndy strcsscti, they (Iclllollstratc(l OIIC
very csscntinl tllillg, n:lll)cly tl):~t gucrrili:ls c:lllrli)t sllrvivc ill illt
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arcx wllcrc they arc deprived (If a ftmd supply and freedom of
lnt)vcl~lcnt. To acl~ieve tl~is objective, l)lcthocls other than those
prescribed for normal conll)at must he ndopted.

11.

‘1’lw cffectivcncss (If a rqyllar tl]ilitarv unit CIC1}CIICISchiefly
llpon its cmllhined firepower and coordinated action. If control
is lost so thnt each slnall unit Inust operate without this over-all
c~){)rdination, it loses a great deal of its strength. Consequently,
~vl~ena unit is forced to fight in a stmnge country over unfamiliar
terrain, this unit will prefer to fight in the open, where control is
cmicr and firepower can be fully utilized.

t%theotherh and, thevery nature ofguerril]a bandsaccounts
for their preference for close country and woodlands, areas where
they can cmily retreat nnd hide thenlselves. Since there is no
cwttral audwrity such w the stnte to cnforcc {discipline, it is
illllloSt il])possible to forge a guerrilla Imnd into a unit that would
I)c theequrd of a regular conlmand and that could offer battle in
the of]en.

Ihltin their native mountains, forests, orswarllps, guerrillas are
far superior to regular forces, since they can attack their enemy
Whenever they hold the adwrntages of time and terrain and are

:Iss{lred of a safe retrent. From their hidden can]ps, they can easily
\~’atch the enemy, maintain coll}ll]t]llicatiolls with their agents in
occupied settlentents, and between their own bands, It requires
n{) special’ intelligence \vork for theln to find out the location of
cllcii)y troops as-well 0s tlwir vulncral)le supply anti conmlunica-
ti(m lines. Knowing tltese things, a guerrilla can live and move
al~(mt in his area without great clanger. lle can even enter the
villages and towns that are under tl}e control of the invading
forces.

Apart frorll the purely politicnl and psychological means of
preventing or suppressing a guerrilla ilm\’enlent, it rcnlains to be
considered what can or cflnnot he done front a strictly military
point of view. The nnswer dots not scenl tt) he very complicated:
(guerrillas must he fought \\itll guerrilla methods by specially
trfiined units that can be trained and equipped without great cost



;Illd withoilt (Ictriinci]t to tile u)ajot- force. llowc\cr, it is IIcccs-
sary that serious considerfltion he given to tl~is ptxd)lcil] I)y tlw
rcsp(msihle comIImnd.

As soon” M an at-n)y pcnctra[cs into foreign territory, it Illllst
:wsign a certain number (JI ul~its u) guard its silpl~iy :II\d c[Ml)-
Il]unicatiol) lines, 0s well :Ii for g;lrrison duty. “1’llc elll~)ll)yrllcnt
of s{~ltlc ()( tlwsc units for :Ictivc suppression of guerrilla l):II]ds
\vould tcntl to tlccrcase tl)cir olllni)cr rathtr tl]:ll) rcxl(lirc :l(l(li-
ti[)nqi personnel. IIut these :lntigucrriila units nl(lsl Ilc prcvit)lls]y
(Irgal]ixcd nnd trained ill {Irder to achicvc sllccess.

Cernmn experiences dul ing World WIr 11 prt)vc(l tll:lt:
Units assigned to guerrilla warf~re nlust operxtc (iircctly IIlltler

a corps or army staff.
They lll\}sti~cconll)letely mobile insun]mer ond winter.
They n)ust consist of :,ppropriately eq[lipped, indepcndcl]tiy

(~jlcr;lling cmnp:tnies or Ixitt:llions.
'll~e13ers(~llllel mtlstt)c citrefully cll()se1l:lfl(l tllorougllly” tminc(l

fort hiss pecia] (:1s1(.

A suggested organizfition for such an alltigtlerrill:l lxltt:lli{)[~ is
as follo\vs:

I. )’ersomlel. If possil)le, volunteers to hc clloscll fr{jlll SIICII
professions as rangers, \\~(j(dsmen, and ptx)fessi(mal an(l a[lultc[lr
Ilunters, as well m fronl the rural populnt’if)n of w(wdc(l ~nd
lllountainous areas. Pc(yle who are acquainted \vitll Il~c ter[-ain
and language of thepresu[llcd enelmy country ore to I)c prcfcrrcd.
Volunteers frmn urban :Ireas Ina y also I)econ}e pro(icicllt. Age:

I)ctwccn cightccll nlld forty. Special re(luirclllctlts: tvcll-tlcvcl -
oped ability to find Onc>s bearings, bC ~ ~()()(1 lllill”l{Slllilll With

several wefipons, maturity, and good pl~ysical c[~n[liti(jl).
i. Tr(li//i7/g. Basic I)]iiit:)ry training: have 3 Il]ort)llgl) klIow!-

edge of and lx expert in use of all organic \\rcflpons~n(i, if
possil)lc, those of the .ncmy. Operational tri]ining i[) w(N)(Is,
swamps, and tnountains: operating alone (d)c fenr of fighting
when alone against guerrillas nlust I)c taken frol)] [lIc figl)tcr), or
within a squad or in pkt~)on fornlation; training in tl)c syste[natic
search of towns and villages; ,Iccurate snap-shf)otillg; tllc use of
nline-detectors; laying and removal of mines; skiing; cond~lct of
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opmttions in the winter. , use of snow m shelter, nnd woodsman-
silip. In addition, lectures shoil]tl I)e delivered rcgardin~ the way
of life :Ind tllc custollls of the presutncd cnclny people; the I]est
\vays to trent thclll in order to win tlwir friendship nnd support;
rllles of land \varfarc and how they are to l~c applied in cme of
gucrrill:l wnrfnre (justly hut severely), ald cconoll)ic conditions
of IIIc (Jccupicd country.

3. CIrgmiization omi Eqttipn)cl)t. l-l~e organizati(m of a A4aril~e
Ct)rlJs lmttalion with its s(]umls sul~ciividcd into fire tc:lllls nlld its
great firepower \wsuld roughly meet \\/iththe requirclllents of an
antigucrrilkt Imttali[mo Its equipment nmy generally bc the same.
1lo\\’ever, keeping in n)ind the fact tl)at companies, platoons,
and even squads luay he forced to operate independcndy, some
additional equipment Inust hc supplied to these units. Squads dis-
potcl~ed into \\wodsor moul~tains IIlust be provitic{l \vith means
(If c{~lllllltlllic:lti{)l], tlult is tt) S:Iy ligl~t, portfihlc r;ldi{)s \\~itlhsuffi-
cient mnge (at least three ]l)iles); platoons need Inorc po\vcrful
sets in order to nlaintaill colllllltlllicntii~rls with the cw]lpany hcad-
tlu:lrrcrs \\’llich lnny l)e Iocatcd at a greater distal~cc. “I”l)eImttalion
Illtlht I)c c[luippcd \\~itl]a sll!licicnt n~ll~ll)cr of trucks to gunriult(!e

tllc ll]ol}ility of the unit :imi i~s su[){iivisiom. ‘1’ilc a\~ailal)ility of
ollc [Jr two armorcci cars w(mlci gt-cntly facilitate tllc nl~)l)ility of
Ixlttnti(m :Imi tx)lllpfiny c[nlllll:ln{iers, as well m being n valuable
nswl \vlwrc gre:ttcr fi_rc suppt)rt is llcc{ic{l. Sil)cc il) S[)IIICplaces
gllcrrillns IISC fortifications ({iugouts ntld I)llnkcrs), tl~c nssign-
IIICII[of t\\o {)r three rccx~illcss gulls, :Iml l)crl IiIps ;I llxlllc-tl~rt~\vcr
tc:llll, \v(NIIciprevent unncccssat-y casualties. Alit~c detectors should
bc a\;lilal)le to every pl:ltoon.

-1. ~~per~miom. l-he qntiguerrilla battfilit)n, being directly at-
t:lclwd to tile nrlny or corps I)eadquartet-s, n]ay I)c uscci for &ard
duty, Scnrch of towns, etc., until the receipt of information on
Ihc presence of guerrilla han~is in a certnil} area. Then, cicpending
(MI tl)c suppose{i ntlmhcr of guerrill;w, a pl:ltoon or cotnpany is
tiis]xltcl~cd to tl)e enciongcre(i sector. COIIlp:lny hcildtlu:lrters lnay
lx SC( up in the to\vn which is the nc:lrest to die area of opera-

tions. A platoon of this cnnqxmy may be sent into a village in the
itlllllediatc neighlmrhood of the sopposcti gucrriiln hi(iing place.
‘1’llis c(mpamtively slnall unit will not unduly alarn] the guer-



rillas and \\~illleave t!lem unprepared for a possible round-up.
Squads will reconnoir(r the nearby woods and s~v:llllps, to intcr-
cel]t guerrilla runners itld sentries and lay aIIIl)\ishcs for gtlerrilla
]Iiillillg teolns, until !Jf)sirive infornmtion OIJ tlw location nnd
strength of thegucrrill(l hand is obtained. ‘t-hen tl]ec[,lnpany, find
if nccmsflry the Lsatt; ll,l)n, may be calle(l in a[)(l cnn he skillfully

dircctcd to w+tult an{! 10 annihilate or, ilt Ic:lst, tlisl)crsc the l)a[ld.

During ttwse prepnr:~lions, the mclnbers of :llltigllcrrilla units
lll(lSt CStili)liSll ColltlCt \\ith tl)c poplll:)tion” ;11)(1sll])])ort their fight
by psychological trc:l~illent of the Ilfltivcs. ‘1’hcy Illllst Iw illways

rcndy to help the farl~ler, to protect bin), all(l, if l~(jssii)lc, to \vin
hill] as an associate all(l cofighter. Members of tl~cse units Inust
al\\’a)rs be on their gll,trci against treachery. Paticllcc and caution
are the first and most important rules for a succmsful (q>ctution
and for the preventit)ll of unnecessary casu;lltics.

If tllelllilitary alltig~lcrrill:l :Ictivitics arc:lssislc(l I)y :1 rcsottrcc-

ful and flexible polit),, perh:lps m displ:lyetl l)} (-;cllcr:llolwrst
Sctullidt dllring TVorl.1 lVar 11 in tllc llryllll~li:l.t~l{f~t :Ircn, tlw
msl{ of supl)rcssing a ~~ucrrillo nmvcll]cnt, or :It Icost of rcdllcing
it to insignific:\ncc, \\’ill he greatly facilit;ltc{{.

It Il)ust I)e cnlpimsiz(:d that in or(ler to vagc ;If] c[luctit’c :lnti-

gucrrilla cal}lpaign, m)t only nlust [Iw respollsil)lc lco(lcrs I)c \\rcll

:Ic(l(l;linrcd \\itl~ tl)c physical aspects of” Il)u cllcllly f~)r(’c,

I)ut also tlwv nlLlst fillly understand the l)s~’cliology” of IIlc in-

digenous population. ‘1’his kno\vlcdge \\~ill ctl:ll)lc II;CIII to tW:ll)-

Iish :] policy thxt tl)c population” \\’ill recog[)i7c IM)( only for its

cffectivcncss I)ut, wl):lt is I))orc import;lnt, for itsll\ll}\;~l\c:~l~tl j~lst

consideration” of the \velfare of the local illhai]it:lf)ts. Gllerrillas
stnrve \\fithout tl)e Sllpport of the peof)le.





How CastroWon

DICKEY GIAPELLE

Jllst \vcw of (;uxnt~nnnw ~lty lies a Im[}[l ill tile Ccnttxl I li@-

wny \vhich is a textbook alllhush site—n h[)rseslwc of asphalt
alnwst n mile from end to end, lined every y~rcl on both sides
Iy steep ridges ti~ick with jungle growth. One hot morning early

in I)ecelnhcr, ]9s8, tlw cLlrve WM ready for its fate. At tilCl] end,
several 2tX)-pound mines lay under the road surface, and near
thcin n hidden rerlelde rested witl~ sweaty hands close to the
plunger. Seven light nlachine guns were enq>lacecl in the greenery
of the rocky slope, the nertrest forty yards from the road md the
r)mst distnnt almost on top of the ridge. More than 200 riflemen,
nmly with nutornatic weapons, were dug in, two find tl)ree to a
Ilole, al(mg the rise.

nut the henrded oflcer, Cnpitfio Josr5 Vane, who I)efore the
war lmd hecn n trnflic clerk in irn illlport firtll, was not satisfied.

I Iis lxoptc lIad hccn l]lanlling this mIIINIShsite rmv for thirteen
d:Iys, :111(1iil tktt tit)lc tlwy 11:1(1eaten thirteen mcols. S() IIc did
not think they \vere filcrt any Iltore. As he walked I\is lines, he

told tl)em thc~ could expect to l)e hit nt any hour now by a

ct)htll)ll of I,k-rtista’s troops” Inaoy hundred st~.ong. Other rebel

forces were besieging one of the”governn)ent’s fortresses, that in
Ihc to\vr} of l,i h[nya ten tl)ilcs f;lrtllcr \\/cst,wld Ile predicted a
relief c(~lu[lm \v(mld hc dispatchcl{ t{) tllmll frol)) tllc irrlny gar-
ris(m at Cumlttimtmo City.

lhlt tllc cnptain was incrcmillg]y aware tllilt Ile Ilad givctr these
snl)~etro(q)s this sal)~c word every other tllornillg (m tlIc site, too.

S() to(lay Ile tlccidcd to cllqnkc tile disposition of his forces.
1Ic sc[lt f[)rty rillctl]cl) illlll a light Il]acllille gun \titll its crc\v

two Iliiltx up the road. T“l)ere wns an anlhush spot thefe too, a
hush-covered slope lining the left of the road for a thousand
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yards. l-lis orders to this odvoncc guard I)e wpmlcd t \\’ice.‘1’l~cy
were to hide in t[w jungle grass, fire on the relief c(jlullln when
it was at the point nearest tl~em, then leapfrog ill tI]rccs and fo~~rs
hack through the cnnc ficl(ls to the m:litl 01111)u5[1 arcj~, I(ccping tl~e

convoy under fire only as long as tlwy cOUI(I do it \vitl~()\lt expos-

ing themselves.
“’l-hat will do no harnl :Inci II)21{C cnougll noiw so everyone

will he wide aw:tlce before we’re really hit, ” he finislw(l.
J{]st hef,)t-e m,on, the c,)cn,y column did appear. “l-lmm was a

lead jeep, :In arlll{,red c:lr , 0 ttnl{, tllrcc l)ilscs lw:i\TilyI(J:IcIcII with
troops, 2 rcm-guard jeep-—~nd une clemc[]l- tlw c:tptilin Il:ld llf)t
thotlght about—:~ir cover. Two Cuban Air ]rorce 11-26’s were
flying wide figure cigllts :ilong the rood at an altitude of fllmllt
1,()()0 feet.

The rchels of tl)e advance guard, well concealed hcllirl(l chunky
hushes anti wide-hlacfcd grass, opened fire. The innclline gunner
accounted for the driver :lnd the oflcer in the Icad jeep and a
burst from a BAR killed t Ilree soldiers in the fr{)nt scat of the
first bus. The convoy halted dead in the ro~cl. A Imndful of
sf)klicrs in tl~e crowded I)IJSC5wrcstle(] their \\efipons il~to firing
position hut tlvcy could not see a target. Neitllcr could tile tal~k
crew, slowly tmversing tllcir 75 mm.

Nor could tl~c Incn in tl]c B-26’s. Illlt thcy kIlc\v tlw fire IM(l
cm)lc fr(m] the green l~illside, and they hcgan to str:lfc it fr(}lll cn[l
to end. “1’llcy so persistently stitched-hack a[i(l f{)r(l] tl]:lt tlic

rct)els one hy one looked quickly up, hesitatecl, mI(l tl~cn fell tmck
I)ehind their concealn)enr. A half-dozen heg:}n [o cl))pty their

P\vca ons at the planes. One ~-26 gunner tqxl]ed fire \vitll I~is 20

mm. lie hit downslope ftxml the rehe]s, ~nd j)}~)st of l])eln com

til~llcd to clllpty clip after clip at the stfillcd c(~i}voy.
“1’hc Il]cn in the driverless bus pnnicked an(l llcd I]:lcl{ through

the ditches to the cover of nearby mnc ficllls; n score dropped

their rifles as tllcy rnn, al~cl three fell \volln(lcLl or (Iyit)g. ‘I”llc
llrivcrs of the other tfvo Imscs I)ackcd tl]cl)l for iwrl);Ips fifty
yords, hmdcd IIw I1)CI) \\lN) ll:~d hccn I}it, tl)cl} [J-I\Ii[Icd :IIId

jil]kcd hack. I-he tank 011(1armored-car drivers 1)-tll]l)ed where
they were t(o cover the buses. “1’hen the \vhI)lc cOIIIIIII], Imviug



I)IIIY [IW t\vfj wrcckcxl vcl~iclcs, wm grinding ~mt, faster and
l,l\lcl’, I(J tllc C:lst.

II \\’as:]11over in a III;IItcr of Illinutcs-all over, that is, but
lot tl)c vcrl);ll I)yrtjlcclu)ics (If (Ilc rcl)cl cnptaitl, uflmn the leader
tII Ilis :ldvMlcc gttar{l rcl)ortcd. T]lc coptnin pullc(] Ilill] behind the
(Iuwrlcd I)uilding of n c(ljltinn near the main ambush site.

“A1y ,)rdcrs were dust you should fire and withdraw, fire and
i;’ilh,{tmw!” Ilcslloutc(l ~)vcr and overat his red-faced junior.

“IVC wtmld ha\Ic, \vc \\xNildhave, my (ltptnin, but that we had
110co\J(!r (1”()!11tllc 11-26 and . . .“ the licutcmtnt I)cgan.

“Ytnlr CXCXISCshal~~cs<ltlr dcfid!” the captnil) il)tcrruptcr!, “if
\l)ll 11:1(1tlolw wll:ll I told you to <h), wc w{NII{I Ilavc captured
Illc \\,llolcconvoy,” Iw ucnt (Ill, rt)cl~ing on I]is tow. “This way,
\\ll;ll (h) \\t! h;l\~C? “l-\\!(l W,l’CCkS 111)(1S{JIIIC 1)!()()(1 011 t[lC CClltr31

lligl)\t:ly! And [Il:]t is all tlwtc is to silo\\’-{or” tllirtccn days of

\t:litil)g!”
Ile f]pcncd his Ilal)llson(l put tllcm over his hcardcd face. The

lictItcnnnt tiirnc(l :IIMI \\mll<c~ slowly out of tllc yard of the
,Iwcrtcxl rfl/ttim7.

(laptnil) l’:lllc l~r(jl);ll]lyst;ltcdtl~e ncttactical j.yt in totherebel
l.;ltltp:]ign c(~rrcctly. Iltlt to an onlooker and possit)ly to the his-’
II)rinns, tllc action \\’Mlll(~rc significant. It wm alil)ost a vignette
ftl t[lc (;UIIIIII rc\, oltltioll, ” :In nnswcr to the (Iltcs[i(m: llOw did

(l; IsIro’s ritlculwt} tinw ;III(I again tutm hack ll:lList:~’s tanks and
planes?

Aly tnvn ctmclusi~m \\w+that they earned all tllc real esti~tc by
IItflking $vcry nlist:tkc in tllc Imok-hut eve. Tllcy consistently
~lclivcrcd a higl} vo!mnc of fire. After they started shooting, tl~cy
mrclylct nnything-the enemy’s reaction or their own com-
II]:lndcr’s orders-stop tl~cll) from continuing to fire until there
\\:tsn(dlitlg Icft to fire on.

“H~cy I)arcly ailllcd aIId they did not conscrvc x}))munition. But
tlwy unltiistaknbly cottllnunicated their will to fight to an enemy
\vlNjsc slllxrior cquiplucnt was unmatched by the will to use it.

Ilcrc isa rcp(]rt fronl tile Culmn fightitlg:
“1’llc forccsf )fC:lstr{): tttl]ctilllcl knew thclll Ilmvedandf ired

:IS :tn arnly, not n band or t)I(Jb. Fidel estimated there were 7,300
it] (Iniforil) (hlucorgrecn cotton drill-fatigues) by thetllird week



of Deccmbcr. ‘l”hcy wctc directly SIIl)p IIIICJ lIy On LXIII;II 11111111)(1

of f)crsonncl t[Il(lcr [ttilit:lty orders, \i”lIosc (Ill(ics il~cltl{lc(l \\{JIIL

in to\vns still policc(l I)y II:lristo, :In(l \\!lN) wow civil i;lll clollli!l~!

OnC in tcn of (tic (iglllcrs ww :1 tioil (;III):lII lh)lllilli(;lil, ill I\

icxrn, Vcncz(lcl;]il, Nic;lr;lgimil, Argcl)tillinl). AIJout (IIIC ill IJ\JCIII)
wxs ~ WOI1l;III; cxcc~~t for onc sniper pl:~u](m, tllc \volllcIl ill Illli
form were Tlorlcollli):lt,lllts” wI]() di(l Ilo(lscl{ccping aIId Sll~)lllV

msignments.

The basic unit of tile rebel nri]ly ww a ft)rty-11~111pl:]tt)t,li
commanded l)y o scc~m(l licutemtnt. ‘l”hc rcl)cls insisted tlwrc ~t(rl
no differences ill r;ltc :ll]l(mg the n(m)fiiccr pcmmncl; in Ilra(ti((,
1 m)ticcd III;IIIy “n:lti[r:ll NCO’s” \\,itlI tl~cir (~\\,tlf[~llt~\\ill[~{)(
fron~ six to a tl(wcfl IIICIJ.“I-hc officer I;IIII<Swere tlw S;IIIIC ;Is I ~.};.

ranks up to Il)ilj{)r, (Jr co7/ur/)dil//tc,hlill Ilic Iliglwst r:ll]k ill IIi(,
Cuban lnilitary forces. (-l”llc single st:lr [N] IIic ~IIl);III I’lill)c illill

ister’s cpoulcts t(dtly signifies this Mlll:t :1s it did (I(liillg IIic
fighting. ) [n the field, 1 \v(>rked with tl~c c,,lnl]):ln[l gr{,lll,s 41[
three n)ajors I)csi[ic the Chstros. Ibcl] Icli ;Il)ollt 500 Illcll :111(1

twenty-ucici officers.
This sinlplific[i uthlc of organiz:ltif,n was rcficctcd in tllc (Iii i

si(m of rcs]x)tlsii)ilitics. JVlmt wc c(~l~sitlcr S-1 ftlnctions \\ill
allllost entirely cnrric(i out hy tl~c sclli(lr f)fliccr or Ilis tt)l> ;litl(~
])CIXollillly. ‘1’IIC S-? :11]11S-4 Woli{ \\’ils{l~lllc I)y Illcll ill Illlllli
‘1’his left Il)c Ilniforlltcti f(jrccs tlw sil~glc l)ri]l):~ry c(}t)ccrtl (If
opCriltiollSd”

‘l”hc Stnffs Il,l(i 110 proi)icms of pxy-llo p;ly, Imilcc I)() l~r(}l)lflll
—--or of recruitlllcnt, sillcc there \\,crc JII(}W w{)ulli-l)cI:i(lcli)((r$

ti]an rifles \\~ithwhich to arnl thclll. ‘1’hc sure mcthmi hy wlli(ll
n voiuntcer became a Aarb?tdo wm to ~iisarm OIIC t)f 11:1[ist:1’s
soldiers (by force or purclmse) nn[i hike into :1 Castro cotlllll:lll~l
post with his rifle, nmmo, ,lnci conrccll. OIlc I)oy of fiftccll Il:lti
m be acccptc(i wllcn IIc rcportc(i \vitl] n llAR whicl~ IIC insistc(l
l~e l~ad gotten tllc hat-d way.

Mure thxll l~;lif tllc rebcldc figlltcrs 1 kllcw ha(i I)ccn ficiti II;IIJ(Is
ill tile cxrnc fields or coffcc f>lantati(ms {jf [)ricntc l)r{~vil)cc. I! III
n high proportion of tile otiwrs hfili city l~:lc!;grolln{is ;II)(i \vi~il(’
cuilar expericncc, w the t}vcr-all Iitcrocy rate \\uisvery iligll (III
Cuba. Probai)ly the most capable imttalion officer (UOW G-3 1)1
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IIIC [; II[);III Rcl)cl Amy) WflS Comandflntc Autonio Lusson,
\\IIMMcfal]lily IJ\ww[l a I:lrgc cane plantation near tl~c Castro fam-
ily’s OWII fields,

Alost of the enlisted lncn I knew had undergone a basic train-
ing stint of fro!ll twn to four mond~s in the most remote reaches
()( (Ilc Sierra hlficstrc Al(mntnins. They had learned scouting and
}xlttx~lling tllcrc (~mc hatl a cnpy of FM 21-75 in his pack), but
tIw prillfi)ry purpose {J( the training nbvious]y was to condition
tl!c llwn to cxtcn(icxi pcrimk of hunger and fatigue, to find out
wI)() w(NI1(IIi[cralty rat Iwr fight tlmn eat. Not many had lettrncd

to IISC tlwir wcai)ons cifcc~ivcly, nor to rmtinurin thcm in the field,;
th(~sc w’IM)had Imcmw prkxl men. But the fmhdos almost with-
()~lt cxccpti(m M dcvekqxd a genuine esprit de corps.

_l’hc wicfc dissinlilarity of military capability among them was
l)rol)ahly less significant than the one common llmtivation. All of
Gwtro’s fighting mcn were terror victims to the extent that they
Iwlicvcd (hcy would hc killed if they went back to their homes
wllilc Batista rellvlincd in power. I knew dozens who showed me
whitt they said were Ilmrks of torture on their bodies, or who
told mc how they had buried the bul]et-ridd}cd bodies of their
ffldlcrs, sons, or brothers.

“1 always knew I.atins could hate that “much, but not that they
cxmld hate thnt kq.j” is a cwmnent 1 have heard about them.
One explanation is the conviction most of them expressed that
tllcy as individwrls could not expect to live if they did not
destroy the Zl~tistim]o~who were then still policing their home
cwmlmnitics.

‘l-he otl]er side of the coin-the persona] motivation of govern-
I]wnt forc,cs—was n p:lrticular target of psychological assault from
tllc first.

ilcforc I Icft the U. S., the Castro underground in New York
Ijricfcd’llic (m tllc tactics this way: “We return prisoners without
even intil]li(lating rhcm. We do not exchange them, you under-
stilt~(l; tl{)t (mc of ours II:IS ever been returned in the field. But we
just dis:lrnl our cnclllics when wc capture thclrt and send thcm
Ixrck tllrou@ the Culxtn Red Cross.”

I was cyllicfil shout
to a I’cl)cl {~flicer tllilt I

this claim and once in Cuba I remarked
would be n]uch surprised to see unintimi-



dated, un\vo IIn(lcll pris{)ncrs being rc(IIrIIcd, I)ot cxcl)allgc(l. ill

the middle of a sllt)t)(il)g wnr. ‘1’tlis ru))ark lVOSa ll~islakc.
That s:m)c evening, I W:ltchc(l Illc S(ll”lcl)(lcl (If htlll(ll”c,l\ 01

llaistimos from a sI]):\ll-to\vn gorrisol], “1’hcy \vclc ga[ll(’1 C(1

within a hollow stluare of wbcl ‘1‘ol]ll]ly-gtlf)l]crs fin;i l~~lr:lll~~lt(tl
hy RiIt’11C;lstro:

“We hope thnt you \vill stay \titl~ us aild fight ogainst t I)c
master who so ill-llscd you. If you (Iccidc to rcflv+c this ill!il:l
tirm—and 1 ~nl not going to rcpcfit it—you will he dclivcrc(l I()
the custody of tllc Culxtn Rcd Cross

.
t(~lllf~rrow. Ollcc yl)ll :Il”c

umicr Ilotistn’s ortlcrs ngain, wc l](tl~c (I}:lt YOU \\~illilf)t takr Ill)
at-n)s agiiinst us. nut, if you dot rclticllllwr tliis:

“We took ycm this ;ime. WC cm) t;ll;c you again. And It I)cil

we do, we will not frigl~tcn or torture or 1( IIIyoII, any Iilorc 111:111

we are doing to you at this rnonwnt. If y(m arc calJ~urctl n scc
rmd time or even a third by us, we \\ill ngain returl) you cx;lcl l\
as we zre doing now. ”

This exprcssitm of utter contclllpt for the fight i[lg p{)lcllli.11
of the defcntcd ktd an alnlost pllysicol illlpnct (m thcll]. S[~IIIc
actually flincl~ed as they ]istcned.

The following day, 1 could not qtlcstion tlmt tlicse nlcn \\cic
returned unharmed. 1 counted 242 across a i)ordcr check point
marked by t\vo burned-out car wrccl{s overlooking Santiago tic
Cuba.

Onthenlattcrof casunlty figures over-fill for tl]c ttto yC;IIS 01

active fighting, 1 came to accept Cmtro’s estimate of 1,()()0 J-CIKI
dead because 1 wasahle to verify petw)n~lly that tile rel)el (It:ltl
announced for the actions I saw were correct. (But an even J]l{Irc
important and still controvcrsia] cmuntty figllrc is the rebel IIII;II
loss from terrorism in the cities ratllcr tha]l [Ililitary opcrntio]]s
in the country. This is believed t{) I)c more tl)an 10,()()() ()\’ul ~1
five-year period. )

The Fidclista cornhat intelligence was superb. ‘1’hc lhtis[a
commanders could not go to the hc~d without a perspiring rli I)-
ncr arriving n fcw minutes Iatcr to tell Cilstro nlmllt it. illost III

the informants were Volunteers-fatvl}crs or villogers.
While the bullc of such reports Ivns Imrdly Inarkc(i hy ;Ic(II-

ntcy, Fidel l~illlsclf placeci the greatest reliance on thclll. “1lJC
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I)igllt wc n]ct for the first tillw, hc and his comtmtnd group were
stanliing within 600 yfirds of where a huge enemy patrol was
sutrclling for him. 1 resumed he was there to command an action
to llittllc patrolorcl]t it ofl.

“oh, no,” hc cxpl:lillcxl. “It’s ton big. They :lrc coming through
tl~c \\’(MNlsin a Imly, with lIICII in pairs (m either side. When tllc
nc:trcst p;lir is n fc\\~hundred ynrds nway, people will tell me and
\\’c\\’illIMvc,”

I;ilcll)y scouts did in f:~ct comein ten mioutcs after his depar-
ture. In their asperity, they burned to the grtmnd the farmer’s
Il(msc Iwsidc wllicll hc hod l)ect~.cf)llfcrrillg. The farmer became
:{ fighting l~i[idist~l Ix(orc the ashesof his Iwusc Imd cooled, bring-
il~g :1Spring (icl(l riilc I)c had kept lmricd, appnrcntly for just this
eventuality.

onc tril(litiotl (If tl)c Gstro forces had it spccinl usefulness to
Illvir intclligcllcc-—llw Ill:lttcr of the hcards. ‘1’hc nucleus of the
C:lstr(J forces grc\\’ thcnl hccause there were no razors on Pico
“1’tlrqllinf), \\hcrc tl)cy hid. But ill tillle, tile l)c:lrds served as an
i(lrlltilic:lti(m (lc\,icc. l\~hcl} you saw m man with a six-month

gr(~\\’Ll~{)fll:~irnn~l \\lliskcrs, you could I)esurc he had not been
in cx]lltact \\’itlI tlw Ilxtista soldiery for x long tillle, since to them
:1 Iwnrd \v;lsc~IIsc for sullmlary arrest.

I )uring tlw mrly Ill[jtltlvi l)f tllc fighting, tl)c tNIly military tactic
IISCII lJy tlw rcl)cls \\4s to aIIIhwJ\ smll govcrl)lnent patrols for
tlwir \vc:Ipt)ns. As tllc patrols grew Iilrgcr, tllc rel)ehfe undcr-
gr(wn~l f~lrllishcll Illillcs, and tl)c Fidcli~fm were :ihlc to turn back
scvcrnl pllniti\~c tlirlkitsl]ladcnt thcnl in the nmuntains by ringing
tllci.r stronghokis \\”itllthe mines.

‘l-l~cir exl)cricllcc ill stopping mnvctnent along roads and trails
Ictl to tl)c ttctic I}y \\liich they won much of Oriente Province.
Its gcIlcr;Il id)jccti\c \\:Is(() isolate the govcrnl)lcnt garrisons hy
I)nllil}g allsurt;lcc troflic. ‘1’hc rchcls hlc\v up tllc railroad bridges
first, IIMI IIlillctl Illcsi(lc roads, and fimlly the II)ain artery across
(; IIIM, IIIC CcIIIr:Il lligl)\\#;ly, l“hcy halted and I)ln-ned every +us,
C\’cl)’ C;lr, aII~l every truck. Notlcoilll);lti~llts” \vcre wallccd’:lt
gun pt)int Imk to \\;lwrcvcr they came
:Illtluctcd, incllldillg the U.S. scrvlccmen
t\\cllty-sc\~cn tl:tys in Jlily of 1958.

fmll--except for those
and tcclmicims held for
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Bycrrrly llccell~l}cr, tl~croads: l[l(lll)ostof thccountrysidc III(I
come under rebel control nfter dnrk; hy (Iaylight, nothing IINJ\ICti
but Batista's ff)rccs, inn()tlcss tl~nllcfJlll]):lily strcllgtlla~l(l usil:llly
with nmks and nir cover.

Ilut Ilwst town nnd village ctfflrt~,ls were slill ftllly garrisol)c(!,
and the government rxmtrollcd the l)~lilt-lllj arms.

Agtinst them, Castro’s forces used three kinds of (~ffcI)si\c
action: coml)at patrois, assault, alltl cllcirclclllcnt. I]ut C:ICII ~)1

these tcrnxi is only correct in the nl(m Iimitcd sense.
The patrols were night marches, off the roads, of onc or t\\tj

platoons with the ohjectivc of snaking ilp a garrison hchill(l ifs
concrete walls. Weapons inclu(lcd rifics, BAR’s, To]]ltlly-gliivi,
and one or two LMG’s. On (mc p:ltrol, tl~c IIICn hroUghI :111

81-nmI. mortar with five rounds for it. on anothert tlwy carlic(l
a 20-rim I. cannon recovcrcd frwl~ a wrcckc(i Cul)a[l Air l~(jt(t
plane. For it they Iladonly notoriously” lrl}dcpcildaljlc I){)lliclll:i,lc
ammo.

The patrols crept C1OSCto the cvmtc’1 Ivalk (atAI:II1(}, ~till~ill
forty yards) anti opened fit-c. TIIcy stlstail~cd it m) rllattcr \tlI:It

came hack at them until their atl]lll{) ran low or, as llal~l)clictl
twice, the gnrrisrm set fire to their Iittlc fortress al~(l ml] tllc icljcl
gomut inthcir trucks. At Sanl.tlis, tllc gnrrisf~ll resisted two SII(II

rilidS vigorously” find, tllc d:ly after IIw sccoIl(l, \vitllArc\v in j~(l~~

and il truck il~to tll C Ilcal”c%t Iargcr C1/,7t/l’l. ‘1’llcir COIUIIIIIt~)ic I)Y

a rchel aml)ush, which Imppcrlcd to l~c (acing tlw \vrorlg w:]}’, ~11)~1
not a shot was fit-cd.

Thetactic that the rcl)elscallcd ail assault \vas llt)t an wis:llllr ill
all as we use the word. [t meant tllc rchel cf)rl~nlalldcrs w(J(LI(I
infiltrate their troops hy dark to p(}sitiorvi as C1OSCto an ol]jc(rivc
as possible without risking exposure. ‘1’lwy would tllcn I{ccl) il
under unintcrrllptcd sn)all-arrns fire t\vcmty-four hours a (II?’.
But they would not advnnce nor \\oul({ tllcy usc (Icl]l[)lili{lils.

[n the fortress at lxt Mayn, they thus trapped 525 people, 125
of them the v’ivcs and childrcrl of gllvcnll)lcl~t soldiers, for SCICI1
tCCll CiflyS.111A(iilffo, tilCt’C \\’crc 150 /l~rfiJtifl)Jos w’iII)Iwi(i {)u1 foi

fourteen days nnci tilen surrencicrc(i. “1’l)c artiilcry avniial)ic 011

either side was ncgiigii)ic. ‘rile rchcls ilsc(i {mc 20-Illr]}. carl[]llll
with comic effect imxttlsc of pwr lIt)IIIcIIla[ic al]lrn(h an(l IIIC
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g:llrison at Ala(lwoIK night expended nine mormr shclls-pre-
sutnnhly tll it had—against a rebel sound truck that had been
hornnguing the troops to surrender. On this (xxasion, the accuracy
W;lS {mtstanciitlg; ftmr rel)cls were I{illcd and thirteen wounded.

In spite of the fact that small-arms fire spattering concrete
walls hardly soumis effective, tllcse encirclelllcnts of the Ikttista
cufvtels\\’crctllc dccisivc acti(ms of tlw rcvoltltion. in tlw fight
for Santa Clara, tl)e final and Iargcst action, it \vas a tminload of
troops which the rebels encircled, not o fortress. And ill this one
WC, tlwse who could fire from buildings had better cover than
the troops opposing them.

I Iuwever, in the fighting that I saw, the rebels only sought out
concealnlent, ami (iici aitlmsr \vitivmtt dug-in or sfinciimgged
positions, Often ti~ey exiwsed tilcmselves ~ielii)erateiy for no
it)gicai miiitnry purpose. once, when a \viloIc i]iatooll” was (iis-
c(~lwoiatc Iwcausc tilcir rific grcnn[ics were lnisfiring, their imt-
taiion conmlamier ilill)seif icci a tiozcn n]cn in a clulrge out of
tilcir c[mceailncnt. Ail encllly i)ioci{iwilsc iay 1JO yar(is away, and

iwrlmi~s some of ilis Illen nssumeci that i~e pianne(i to fltni< it.
But \vitiwut grcnacies, ciellwiitions, or mortfir fire, i}e cimrged
out fifty yards, tilen ciisimseii ilis nlen i)ehind tile foot-iligi~ cover
of tile ~o;mtiation f~f a w’reci{cd iwii~iingl ami frf)lll there emptied
several lIAR magazines into tile concrete blocklwuse walis. He
tilcn ran ilis peopie i)aci{ ti~r(mgil n crescendo of incoliliug fire
frolll the i)ioci(lmuse to ti)cir twnceaicti positions. i]ut for skinned
knees and eiiw\\~s,no msunlties rcs[llte(i. ‘i-he effect 01] morale was
cxcclicnt. ih}t tiw M(wkiwtlsc \vas no iess ictiml ti]an i~cft)re.

\VIIy were tiw go\’ernllwnt garrisons unni)ie to brenit out of
tiwir cu~litvl$ ami i)iiwiti~{mscs?

Slt]cly tiwy ct)uili ila\,c i)rokcn ti)c ring t~f iwsicgcrs, ililt tlwrc
wt)IIlti IMVC i)ccn casuaitics, atiti ti}c cxmnrrysitic \\’asactivciy
ilt]stiie.

\Vi~y were tile cmrtelsnot rcillforced? Or i)etter resupplied?
Ulltii tile iast vccks of Llle figlltil~g, tile iargcr ucrc, in effect,

rcillforceti by tile flccitlg garrisom frol]l tile smaiier.
ih]t ils to wily these in turn did m)t imid out, purely tactical

answers are not entmgil. Wilen tile 525 peopie from tile La Maya
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ftll’tress surrendered, tllcy still had food)” Watcl, and illlllllo. l“llCrC

were seven wounded, t\vo of them dying, in the group. Nine
people had I)cco l{illcll, il[~(l buried inside tl~c \\nills (and seven
of tl~c rehcls had hccn killed, two from tl~e air). ‘1’lw Cul)on Air
Force Imd not been w~:ccssful in its resupply c(forts. But it IM(I
never tried drops direttly within the c2fmfe/ ~it~lis, prcsunmt)lv
I)ccausc of tl~c risk of Ilitting sonic of tl~c pco]~lc \\fitll fnllil~~
pacl(ngcs.

Which tnises what tfns to me a great mystery of the actions
I observed: the astonislling]y good perforn~ancc of tl)c R-26’S.
‘l-rue, they hrmbed an(l strafed the town of l,n Moya twice a
day at least and the roi~ds around it at all I)ours. Ilut the}r did
this so hndly that I tf’;vi able to photogr:lpll tllu)),sonl;tilllcs
twice, after they Ilnd I)cgun their runs, and tlw]l, [Isually leis~lrel)r,
to nlovc to dwltcr.

“1’lw Ctll);ln Air l~oim lL26’s-il~ pairs ll~iog it) cclwlo[l-
usually collllllitted ill tile adjoining co(lnty al)(l (I]cn strxfcd frolll
an nltimde {If 300”to J(N) feet. They proved tllcy lil]c\l lIOI\Cto {lo

I)cttct’ \\hcll they \\’crc covering an un2rIIIc(l [X;-] tmlking a
resupply (Irt)p, tllcn tllcy came in at right :IIlglcs to e~ch [)tllcr
and went ~11~the streets with wing tips at house-t{q) level.

1 came 1(I two cot)clusions ahout tllc cltrit)us II-26 ]Jcrf[]rlll-
anccs:

t;irst, the claims of the pilots at+their s[llmqllcnt triols that
they did everything short of incurring c[)tlr-llt:lrtifil to avoi(l
killing noncolllhatnnrs ore entirely valid. (YOU mlIcIIIl)cr, [:i(lcl
set midc two trials i({luitting flyers on tl)is isstlc :In(i ordered :1
third, after which C:III)Cexecutions and pris(jll wvllcnccs.)

Sccf)i)d, Illc psycl~,,l[)gicnl in]pnct of the 11-26 tqwr:lli(llls on
lIw lw(q>lc of rilr;ll (:lll)n \vill I)c I lnaj(~r lj:~rricr lo fric{}{ll} [). S,-
~Llban relations for :1 gcnertition to cO1llC. 1( is 11(J (ISC to pt)i[ll

out that U’C sent Ilalista these planes for :Inotl]cr p(lrposc, and
stopped sending thcl)l at all in March of 19$8. ‘l-he planes, no
IJlattcr ho\\Ipoorly flo\vn, utterly tcrrori~.c{l tllc l)r{)\’il\cc, :ln(l,
ll]oral judglllcllts entirely aside, tl~c fact is [I]:lr \\Jc:Irc Iw:lr(ily
IIIIC(I l)CCil(lSCtllCy C:lllSCd S(lCh fCilr.

At the time, incidellmlly, the rebels, wit!lou[ oircraft or :\cl{-
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wI(, did not ignore the planes but enlptied rifles and BAR’s up
at them no innttcr what tile rmlgc. I never SJW n hit scored hut
the psychological ef~ects were dramatic,

Supply was n controlling factor in tlm entire Gtstro offensive.
01) the nutttcrof food illolle, the rebels’ SUrViVill as n cohesive

fighting ~lnit W:IS frcql~cntly ill doill)t. Being I)oth guest and
\\’olllilll, I ill\\~~~!i 110(1 lllo~C to Cil[ thilll anyollc C!ISC,l)Ut at one

point I Iivcd (m raw sugar-crew for two days, an(i fit :Inotlwr

tinw I ate only one meal a day for five (htys in a row. The char-
acteristic “hot chow’” of tlw rebels in the field wuts n mush of
rice with pieces of fresh-killed beef in it, served fronl a bucket
hungntl a pole which \vnscnrried hy two runners from one fox-
hole to another,

Personnl cquipl]lent WM severely lilllitcd. Cotton drill shirts and
p:lnts were issued, hut goo(l footwcwr, cnnteens, and blankets were
lM)t, and thC rl’/lC’/6”$”$ aIWll)illlLk, ShoU!(]Cr piltChCS, ;llld illSigllia of
rank wcrc sewn and ell)l)roi(lercd by Ilis wifcorolleof the village
w~lnen.

l-low C;lstro received l~isarms and nlmnunition was a sul)ject of
:Icrillloni(ms intcrnnritm:tl delmtc for a hmg tillw.

Ilcforel went toCulm, I wzwtoldt hat nwst \\~cnptmsand ammo
were smuggled in hy air from the U. S., Mexico, and Venezuela.
IJictator Batista’s Secretary of State once gave mc a personal
il~ter\~ic\von a holiday to colnplnhl I)ittcrly tht Al)lcrican laxity
ill arresting the smugf$ers was the reason the government could
not defeat the rebels.

Illlt there is little cvidcncc for this thesis. Rccel}tly I nlct a
(~{llxln Ilicr who had flown nrms froll~ tile U.S. to Cuba for
tl)ontlls during the revolution. IIc said hc hnd lwen told in Mianli
tlult U.S. I;l\v-cllforcclllcl)t agei]cies were illCrtC!{i in cnrly 1958 to

I{)oi{ for a fleet of iwn\~iiy-ltmdc[i stnti(m w:lg(ms :mli several
I)c-?’s. . .

“So\\~imt we tiici wasto [ly tim stufFin n pnirof Cessna 182’s,
\Ve got it (mt to iomiing strips ncor Key West in an outboar~i
fisi~ing i)(mt ioa{icci On a tliliicr. OIwc I \vm (iriving tile traiier
:Inti i lwci a flat. ‘i’iw l)[)iicc i]cipc(i mc clulngc tl~c tire ;It tllc side
t)f tile i)igi~wny \\)ithout ever iooi{ing un[ier tile tarp wi~ici~ cov-



ered my boat. If they folded it hack, tllcy \\J(J~LldIl:lvc ff)llnd
twelve Tonln~y-guns ~nd the nlulno f(lr tl~clll.”

After 1 Iulil hecn u,ith tl~e lJiJc/istm f~)r i] fc\v \\zccl{s,1 II(J
I{)ilgcr []tles[i,]tled tllci]{)rl-tl~e-s[>t]t itlsistcncc tll,lr only ol)~)tlt 15
percent of tllcir ~vcap(jns \veres(] “illlportctl.>’ ,111 (IIC rest, [Ilcy
s:lid, \vere c:ll)turcd.

‘1’lw \vc:Ip(,I)s that I s:l\\’\terc not new, :111(1lIIC grcilt llliljt)rity
\\’crcof tlw t\,pe tllflt \i’efurtlishcd to ll:ltist:l---Sl) lillgficlcls, Al-l’s,
IIAR’S fln(l “Iolllllly-gllns. AIId Colt ,4$ ;Illt[)l]l:ltics, llm[ly of tllc
lfltter (le111()11str2t) lyca})turccl lven~3()rls\t'itl) I)([tt j)l:ltcs still cnrry -

ing tlleinsignin of the (ltl)an Army.

Inthecmcof .30-cnlil)er 2tl}lllo,l slfv irl)ci])g c:l])turc(l (luring
the b;lttlc of I,a Alayn. The acti(m Iroun(t [lie l~I\\,IIinvotved
Illore th:ln 250 relwl[ics, nctu:~lly firing (m tl]c Iillc day :lnd l~igl~t

for tl\’11:ln(l n half weeks. Yet when the I)ol[lc W:N over, ll~c
rctwl ;ltllil]{) invcnti)ry \\Mf:ltter ll)i][l \\i)ctl il I)c[;:lll. I;t)ur titjws
(iuril)g the siege, a govcrnnlcnt 1X-3 hxd [IILI(ICon air drop (no
parncl~~ite; they just pushed the pochagcs (]~tt of the (loot-) of
:11111110for the fortress, nnd fotlr tillles IIJC rcl)cls IM(I cll:lrgcd out
ulldcr Ilcnvy fire and (Iraggcd tllc packogcs Ixtck I)cllind tl~cir olvll
lines. I:rtlni these I)ul)dlcs the rel)els nlso g:{ilwd large quantities
of mcdic:ll supp]ics xnd sonle of the best cig:lrcttcs I ever sllwked.

l’\v{) weapons \vidcly used hy the relwls \\’crc nlantlf:~cturcd
right ill CulI:t itself l~y tlw umlcrgrounli.

One \\vwtl~c200-pi)llnd land nlin~, Inadc fit first fl-[~lllexplosive
sfil\~agedout of unexploded oerinl lwn~bs th:lt I1;I(I I)ccn dr(qy>c(l
l)~tllcClll);ll~ Airl:t)rcc, “l-l)c ltlincs~lsu:llly \\crc c[ll])l:lccd t{) Iw
tlct(]natcd clcctricnlly I)y a soldier on CO1llIII:lI}[I,

“I”l]c otllcr hollwlll:i(lc de\icc \\xi ~1 ri!lc gt-cl)ii(lc \\l\i[:ll rc-
scllll)lcd no otllcr grcl):ldc of wl)icl] 1’VCever Ilc:lrtl. 11 tffm 0 firc-
crilckcr shape nlmur eight il~clms loIIg ~vitl) 3 (.ollic;tl c;ll) 011 one

cIId. It \\Jas (lctonntc~l I)y a fuse of cottt]ll slril}g. ‘I’() fire it, yell

affixed it to tlw end of n rifle, lit the fuse, :111(Il)(Illc(l IIIC trigger.
In theory, Il]c grcnn(ic cxpltdcd four sc~’{~ll(ls l~ltcr. I \\;Itrllc(i
Im)re than 2 score of tlwsc fired. Ike]) till)c >I)l])ctllil]g iilllil)itc(l
tl)c clMn gcr:tw;ly of IIJC grcll:i{lc fr{~lll Illc ri(lc ;III(I it (IUIOIIOICII

within fifty yards of rnke-off.
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A specinl logistic probleln to the rebels was motor trimprt.

“1’heir few dozen vehicles were jeeps, either captured from the
government or cxpr(q)riarcd at gun point from oil and mining
ct)tnpnnics. (1 remelnher there was a “duty mnhulance’) at the
Imttle of Jiguani-a sky-l~]ue enameled pane! truck marked ~~r
sr,4R c,mwms.) Impulsive driving nnd no maintenance at all con-
stantly reduced theavailabilit yofvehicles. flot the Iimited mileage
of roads and jeepahle tracks in rural Cut]a probably reduced the
itllportance of motor transport to Loth sides in the fighting.

Attlleclilllax ()ftl}erev(iluti( )1~,tl~el>ers(}lll~el inthcfieldunder
Fidel Castro’s direct orders nunlhered about 15,000, half in uni-
fornl, including a high proportion of men Inentally and physically
superior. There was ultimate nmtivati(]l] throughout, and disci-
I)line within small units was goo(l. “1’he lnen were almost totally
lacking in nlarksl)ianship al)ility, ctmventional military know-how,
~nd experience in fighting as a cohesive force of any size. Their
attitude toward rheirenemies was one of contelnpt leavened with
compassion.

Their combat intellifymce was unexcelled ill quantity and of
depencinhle accuracy. It was not organized on any military basis
lmtorigina~ed in the civilian population, which felt itself a direct
l~articipant inevery action, andgelleral!y wclcwlled tile rehclsas
llherators from terr{)rism.

l"lle Castro) tlefcllsivc ()l>crnti()tls tlc[JeIlciecl largely (~lltllisilltcl-
Iigence and 011 foot” n~~)l)ility; tllc rebels sin)ply did not remain
\vhere they were sought.

Their’offensive operation sreste dontactics involving the high-
est degree of surprise, the fewest men, the lowest risk, and the
greatest freedom to disengage. These included road ambushes,
raiding patrols, infiltration, and sustained siege by slnall-arms fire.
No dependence on artillery or motor transport was de\~eloped.

‘l-heir logistics were printitive nnd in other (ban the near-ideal
wentller and terrain c(mlitiol)s of CUIM would Ilave been disas-
trom. Their food supply was not adequate hy any ordinary.
standard. Their primary source of arms and ammunition was the
enemy, although perhaps 15 per cent were smuggled into Cuba.

a
Th&ir consp~cu&ts nl~litary”virtue was their a~i~ty to maintain
high volume of fire lltlderc[)l~diti(]rls that would have discour-
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:lge~ leSS Il)(]tiv:lre(] ftg}lters. I’llis Virtlle f{l]ly cx~)loitcd tllc lll;ljol”

WWII(IICS5 of tllc wwll-equipped govcrnlllult forces, which w;ls LI

lltMr-pilr;llySiS of tllc will to fire at all. If tl)crc is :Iny Inilit:lry

Icsson ftx)[n d~c (.hll)m rcvt)luti(m for :111Allleric:lns, ill :111(It)~it
of uniform, 1 think this is it:

Machinery doesnot win wars. Men do.



Terror in Cyprus

1. ItIUTIINANT COLONEL B. I. S. GOURLAY

“/’/);S 4!l”tilT/L’?1’1!>”W“;f/L’11 ill !9f9, @St f?efore the $tr?iggle
[.’OIOIUJI(the’11Jlujor)Gom+sy de~crihes came to a?tend.

II \\its d vcr\’ ortlil):lr~” l,ic\clc. [caning there ngaillst the curved
II JI rIIg;IICIl ;IOII si(lc ;)f tll~ canteen hut, the metal fastener on its
(~1(1wd(IIcI);lg glinting in rl)c horning Cyprus sun, it looked as
iltlloucllt as ;I cl)ild :ISICCP,:IS much a natural part of the everyday
~(~IW M IIIC trucks, jeeps, aIId stfiff cars that stood parked within
III( l):lrl)c(l-~tirc pcrinlctcr of the sprawling military crimp.

II \\MItlncllt illlc. ,A Cill’CfrCC grou]) of British sol(licrs, chatting
:111~1I:l([gl)ing ~IINIng tllcil]scl\~cs, IImvcd across the parade toward
I II( (xtltcct) ill cllccrful ~nticipatioo of tl~e ice-col(i beer which
.IIt :Iitcd tlWIII nr the I)ar \\ithin. As they approached the hut, they
III:I\’ lKIhIpS IMIVCgl:lncc(l nt tl~e hicvclc, but only in the most
[III:S(JrV w:Iy; tlwy l~llrriccl (III ond, joking still, pwscd through the
I! (“lcotlling ,(loors--+n(l” ii)to illlmedifite oblivion.

t:I)I :It 111:11~)rccisc Iliol)wllt IIW flilnsy Ilut was rcllt hy a sudden
(\l)l(lsiotl wl~icl] slulttctc(l tllc sleepy Iniddxy stillness with a deaf-
~t)il]g ro;tr, ;Ind ust I\igl\ III) il~to tile sky an ugly twisted assort-
111(111of till)l)cr aII(l corrtjgntc(l iron, newly painted furniture, and
!I:III)I cIIlorc(l citrt:l ins.

I;iccc I)y piwc, rim (Icl)ris can)e wheeling back to earth and
WIIICLIil]()(ll~(l the sorly tnnglcd skeleton of the hut. With it al!
,:IIIIC the )l)issll~ll)cil I)its Of \\~hnt so recently had I)ecn a very

1~1~lill;lry I)icyclc. of the SilLl(ilCbX~ there was no trace.

?JOI” of I Ilc ()\\~llct’ \\’as tllcrc an y sign, Could hc have been one
I)1 IIIC IIUInv I)ui](icrs’ \t’orl(IIIcn in the camp? If so, he had, no
(i, ,111N, lIIIIg: since I);ISSC(I tltlsilspcctcd out of the exit gates under
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the eyes of the rcd-c~lppcd milimry police :Ind CVCIIIWW, :1s IIw
cchocs of his lumcli\vork rcnchcd his waiting ears, stt celcl)r;ltil}g

in sonw distant hnr, his illission WCII pcrfornlc(l.
Incidents such M this IMVC frllcd tllc filcx of Ilritisll security

forces ever since April 1, 19$$, when I;OI<A (Notionxl (>rg:uliz:l-
tion of Cypriot Collllmt;mts) lnulwhcd its C;IIIIp;IigII of intilllitl~l-
tion, Sill)ota~C, wId Illllrdcr with a series of island-wide Iwml)
explosions. Surprising though it m~y SCCII1to those unaw:lrc of
the background to the unrest, the chief s\tfIcrcrs have” h$en the
Cypriots themselvcsd They have been suljjccrcd to tcrril)lc {nlt-
rages. The following fc\\’cxal]]plcs indicn(c tllc lengths to wl~icl~
the terrorists hfivc I)CCI1prepared to go: All :Ild)ot 11:1shcen slu)t
dead in his own m(~l]mtcry nnd a sick WOIII:III in Ilcr hospit;ll I)c(l;

a tmtn has hccn n)urdcrcd in church, d~lring il scrvicc, I)cforc [Ilc
eyes of his own children; lwnllki Iwve I)CCII tl)ro\v[l it)discl-inli-

natcly into bars :lntl cafds. ‘I”hc tale of horror” is long and of xllllost

endless variety.

The purpose of this article is to outline tllc natllrc of the f)rol)-

lem that such terrorism presents to tl)e secttrity forces in gcilcr;ll
and the military grounci forces in particlllor, nn[l to dcscribc s(mlc
of the nlemurcs t;~ken to solve it.

It will he ilnmcdiate!y {dwious that if tllc prol)lcm \vcrc il
simple one, a solutiim UWUICIhnve becll rcaclictl Iollg Iwfi)rc no\v.
In truth, it is far fron) simple. Terrorisnl (I]c world over derives
its impetus frol]l p[)litic;d, rncial, or religious f:wtors. III (;ypr\ts,

all three arc present. We mnnot, tllcrcforc, ull(lcrtakc all ix:lll)i-

Il:ltioll of the prol)lclll \\’itllollt t:tl<ing tllcsc f:]ctors into :lcc(~lll)t.
lhc tlmst illlportnnt (mc is prt)im[)ly [Il:lt (I( I)olitics. It d(m lull

Iic witllitl the sc(~IJc of this :Irticlc, or tllc qu:llific:ltitms ful(l
province of the \vr;tcr, to discuss the rights or ~vrongs of IIritisll
politicnl fiction in Cyprus, l)tlt it \vill I)c IMxcss:Iry to give il l)ricf

ilCCOUllt of politic:]l cvcllts in the i$ililll(l over tllc I:lst Ilundre(l
years in so far as tllcy can help us to underst:md tl~c I);wkgrml!d
w unrest. This accx)tlnt, ond indeed tllc \vholc article, nmkcs {rely
the most superficio! rcfcrcncc to the point of view of the Turkish
Cypriot, his rcilcri(ms to tcrrt)rism, an(l his rcl:ltit)tv+ \vith the
Creek Cypriots. Unless it is ilppreciatcd tlulr this is d(mc dclil)cr-
t~tely in order to comxntr:ltc :lttcllti{m {m tcrr(~risll~ itself, \\Iiicl~
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is tlot of ‘l”url(isll i[lspiration, an unbalanced ilnpression will bc

IOHIIC(I [hat the (Jl)rus prohlcm concerns the Greek Cypriots
:IINIthe llritisl~ alone.

‘1’hc S(NIWCof tlw unrest is the agitation for enofis, or union
\\itll (; ICCCC. It is II() nc\\’ iden. lnciced, at tl]c very outset of the
Ilrit ish (Jccupatit)ll of (lyprus in 1878, when Turkey ceded the
islal)ll in rctiitn for Ilritisll pwtcction against Russia, the first
I Iigll (;[)lllt}lissiotlcl \\;Iswclc(NI)cd (m his nrriv:ll I)y a local Bishop
\\’lt(Iis sai[l [() II; IVCcx})rcsscd the Impc tl)nt G rcat Britain would
“IIcI1) Cyprus, :1s it t!id tile lol~inn Islm]ds, t{) he united with
Al~Jllwr (;rcccc.’)

YINI \vill n(micc tlic sigtlific~nt” fact tlmt it wns a local church-
MUIIIWtt(j cxl]rcsscd this political hope; significfim because today
it is still t]ic cl)urchlllnn who seelcs to assume political leadership
in tl~c struggle for ~lnion with Greece. To the Western mind,
tlic (q)cn association” f}f tllc Chttrcll with a politicnl party or creed
is, to s:l)’ tl]c Icmt, UIMIrtIMKIOX.Dut we have to reinember that
tIIC I;,awcrn cl)ltrcl)us IMvc long I)ccn a nursery for those aspiring
IN)( c}nlv t{) ccclcsi:ls(ic;il power I)llt to posili(ms of authority in
t~:ltioll:ll allaim, I(NI.

111ottol})i]t)” tilllcs, {Iw Creel{ Ortlwclox Cl]urcll of Cyprus, lcd
I)y its IJU’11 Arcllllisllt}l), \vas not permitted to play ituy part in
}>i,lilics, Imr it (lid enjoy a considernhle say in the administration
of tllc isl;uld. lVith tlw arrival of the Britislt, it handed over its
:llllllillistr:lti\’c p{)\\’crs.Anxious not to lose tclnporal influence, it
(Iircc[c(l its ac[ivitics illorc nud n]ore into politics, and advocated
ill its i)llll)its, II]) 011(1 LII)\vn the isht[)d, the cause of enosis.

“1’IIc (irst Ilmjor cl:lsl~ with Ilritish authority occurred in 193 i,
\tlIcII tllc Ilisllop of I<ititlll} issued a seditious l~~anifesto and Icd
Illc lc~iglutlioll (if ;III (IIC Ortlml~)x mclnl)crs of the Cyprus
l,cgisl;ltivc ~oitncil. Iliots cnwcd and Govcri)lncnt House was
l)~lrtlc(l do\vn. As o rcsuh, a number of leading politicians, includ-
ing the IIishi)p, \vcrc deported. Thereafter things quieted down.
‘1’hc exiles \vcrc c\cntually allowed to return. nut agitation for
Illliim \\’itli Crcccc IM(I Iltn hccn completely stifled; it lay dor-
tll:ltl[aml rcl]lnillcd so for ncar]y two decades.

AII(I tllcn, ill 1950, there calne upon the sccnc a leader of the
( ;rcck ct]nltl)tlllit y \\lIosc part in the struggle \vas soon to make



his nanIc world faIIIotIs. That In;ln JV;IS Alzkarios the g’l~ird, II)c

present Archhishijp allcl self-styled l[tl~narch (Nstiowtl 1.cndci ).
Youthful and intensely ambitious ‘ ““, ~ ]~olltl~lall to his fillgcrtil)s,
he took up the lcn[lcrsl~ip of tl~e twosls [llOvcillcnt witli n vigor :IIILI

aggressiveness Ilot Ill:ltchcd hy his prcdccwsors.
In 1951, IIc I)rijllght (.l)lonel George Griv;ls, n ft)rlllcr (~r(cl(

Army ofliccr nn[l lxwt\\t~rgucrrilln Icndcr, o\rcr froll~ Crcccc for

:1 visit, tott[ivisc llill~ (M1tllc f{}rnl:lti(~ll of :1 IIlilitnllt yi)!illl (~r[{:ll]i
zttion (P[;ON). l;rf)lll tl]ilt l))on)cll~ (III, it coul(l ol~ly I)c jl IiI;I(ttI

of tinle I)cforc tllc [Iccision V,LISt:ll; cn tt) IISC\~iolcl~cc ill (Ilrtllcr
ing the cal}lp;ligll fl~r cl)o~is. Andil) 1954 t}ult decision wfls IiIlicII.

Griwts returned t~~(:jrprlw to Ic:l{l I!OKA. Ilc illllllcdiiltcly WI
about building up o tcrtwrist organizntit)ll I)ilsc(l on PIION, \\lli(ll
by now wmnn underground nmvcll~cnt. (M April I, 1955, ns \\c
have seen, \titl~ full npprov:l] of tljc Ilthn;lrcll nlld Ilis advis,,l\
council, the I):lttlc (q~cncd with co(jrdilliltcd hon]l) cxplosiolls :111
over tllc islnn[l, the CyprIIs Ilrondc:ls(illg St;ltion I)cing {mc of Illr
first gnvcrnnlcnt I)llil[lings to suf~ctr. l,mflcts Stt’c:lll)ctl frolll

l; Ol<A’s sccrct dtlplic;ltors ill c\)cl-ill[lc:lsitlg l~ill])l)crs. “llrili .11
St)ldicrs,” tllq’ tlllu)(lcllxl, “cl~(~f)sc: I)MCC (jr l\~:ti”-–-(IIIr(ricl~~l
ships or otlr I)(lllcts!” “I”llcy uctt sigi~c(l, “l;.Oli:\--’l]c]c Cllicl
Ilighcnis.”

In those clrly dnys of tcrroristll, tllc rcnl i(icl)tity of tllc III;!]!

who styled Ilii)lsclf Digllc!iis WM [lot I}i)silivcly l{no\\JIl :III](Iil~:
the Cypriot people as a wlwlc, or illdcc~l in British of7ici:il cir(’l~\.
The mystery surrounding the t]all]c llnlli~~ll)tc{lly :I(l{led to i[~

glamour. It s{)OI1cmnc tocxcrcisc:l lJt)\rcl-fill Il(,ld 01] IIlc illl:]~:i
nation of tllc Greek Cypriot collli)~llnity, IIy tllc tilllc it \tII.
kn{)\vn to Ix tl)c7/07nJc~7fcrn of Colt)nc”l Cri\,w, it C{)tIII114111(l{,l
not only f~)rlllill;ll)lc rcsl)cct tllroilgll(]tlt Cy])rlts Ijlit ;Ils~) II]f
serious ;Ittclltif)n
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Gtwcrnmcl~t umicr Field Mi~t-sl~~ll~~pi~~oshad formally raised
tlw mntter in ]954 in the United Nations, There were Greek
tln~ionals in the rnnlcs of lK)KA nnd Greek arms and explosives
\\)Cl”CSllltlgglc(l into tllc i$ilillld. [Jaw, I)ut I)y no IIIC:lI)S least, tile

state-controlled Atl~ens radio gave continuous backing to tl~e

movement by open incitenlcnt to violence. E)ighcnis clearly did

m)t lack for sulqwrt frolll Greece.
Il]llilt Iuatlncr of Illan is rl~is Iligllcllis, this Grivas? UndoulX-

mlly, l~isacllicvcll}cnts m date mark hill) :1s fin outstandingly ;lI)Ic
g(lC1’ril]il ](!ilLIC~. In Iiis sixties, Iw is a strongly built Illan uf mc-
ditltll Ileight, dark haired, swmrthy, and lll~lstnched, \vitl~n strong
ia\v and intense ciark eyes, III chamctcr Ile is austere, sclf-~iisci-
plillcti, (ictcrnlintxi, cllcrgctic, anti twthlcss to a {icgrce; hc dici

not slwink from otxicring tllc placing of a ti]ne INMNI)in a trans-
p[)rt aircraft wl~icl~t~~asscl~e(i[]lelltf) takeoff with l]ritish service
fflmilics on Imatxi, ‘rhc imlIiI, in the event, cxplo(ieci prcnxtturely.
IIcisancxcellent minlinistrator .1-l eisnnMsterof tiisguise< Over
jil]tl :IIN)VCall this, Ilc is a fanatical cluln}pinn of ellosif an(i, in the
wt)txls of the fortller G(wcrm]r t~f Cyprus, ~ieki Afarslml l-lard-
ing, “]>:ltll{)logically fitlti-Coll}lll{lnist,’”

Sllch is the nlan. kVhat of tlw islnnd he operotcs in? VVllcil he
rcturne(i to Cyprus in 19S4 lvith d~c tasi( of orfylniz,ing terrorism,
he wns returning to his Il(nllclan(i, for Iw \ww born in a slnail
rO\\nin tllc northeast corner of tllc islnn(l, IIc thcref(jrc wm wcli
:I\\~:lrcof tlw n:ltltrc t~f tlw gr(NIIld (~vcr \vl~icll Ilis gnl~gs \vcrc to
tqwr:ltc, nmi Illust h:l\lc ffmllti it I}lucl} to l~is Iiliillg. ill[icc~i, the
is!;lnci is inmauy \\Iaysidc;llly suited t{) guerrilln :lctivities. Its
grmtcst Ictlgrh fro]]] cw+r to \vcst is l-+() nli!cs :lllli frolll north to
S(Nltll, sixty IIlilcs, Its cllic[ (CiltllrCS arc t\\”() lllotllltilill ranges anti

:1 Inrge pl:lill \\’l\icll Iics l)ct\t’ecn tlwtn. “1’lle Kyrcni:l Range in
tlw llf]rtll runs aloIIg the length of the cfmt, never i]mrc ti~an a
fc\\lllilcs wicie, itsshaq} riliges risiilgto:l hcigl)t of obout 3,000
fwt. “I”l)e “1’romlos Illoun[nins m the s[jtltll of the central plain
:Irc :Iltogctllcr luorc exrclwivc, nmi :lt tl]eir highest rise to 6,000
Iccl: \Vi{ll IIlcir I;lrgc f~)rcstcd ilrC:lS (IIN Cyprus stare forests
cover 19 pcr cent t)f the \vlNJlc isiami), their steep sh)pcs, inlpres-
sivcly rtlggcd tcrrilill, aII(i isolatc(i villogcs, tllcy provilie wonder-
ful lcrritf)ry f(lrgtlerlili:l-tyl)e opcrntions.





“1’IIcIllfliu towns Iyiilg in the central ptnin and along, the cwsstal
f ringcs flrc in tlmi r OWII wfly equally suited to terrorist operations.
‘1’hc visitor to Nicosin, the island capitnl, will notice how the
houses crowd upon ench other and how tile narrow side streets
n)enlldcr on nml lose themselves in countless cross-connecting
I: IIICS.‘1’IICSCclosely I)uilt-llp orcw with tl)cir Greek and Turkish
quarters, which ~11 the I])ain towns share, provide the bomb
thrower find killer with excellent cover for terrorist operations
and cqualiy cxccllcnt escape routes,

%)lullchthcl} forthc scene of Grivas’ operations. Now for his
:Iil]]s an(l I])ctlm(ls. As we have already seen, his ultimate desire
is m scc Cypr~ls united with Greece. To help achieve this, it
might I)c tlmught tlmt he is bent on seizing control in the island.
‘1’his is not so: To bc brief, it isimpracticahle for him to do so.
Rather, he nilns to mnke the British position untenable by worlcing
on public opinion inside and outside Cyprus. He intends to keep
the struggle for cnosis constantly before the world by violent
action, and to build up a powerful body of opinion which will
sylupathize with EOKA in its struggle against an oppressive
a(lt]~illistrati{)ll. As for the Greek Cypriots, they must help him.
If they will not help actively, they mustt)e terrified into silence.
If they workagainst him, they n]ust be Liquidated as traitors.

kVl]atcvcr il]l[)rcssiotl EOKA’s activities may have had on out-
si(lc opinion, there is no doubting their effect on the 420,000
Greek Cypriots living in tl)c island. Bombs m-c thrown; no one
Itc{rs thelll, Murders arecolnmitted in the crowded daytime; no
O1)CSees thclll. “1’hc prevailing atmosphere is one of fenr and
suspicion.

Crivw has not found it diflicult to bring his compatriots to this
sorry pass. AmoIIg 011Greek Cypriots, there is a strong sense of
I)eing tied to Greccc; they are Greek in their way of life and
thinking, Greek in what they eat and drink, Greek in their re-
ligion. lr,VCII ll~cir sclwolteachers are, in Inany cases, Greek
n:ltionals trilincd in (;rccce. Admittedly, a strong case can I)c
aIgIIcd on politicill and racial grounds to show that the Greek
(:ypriot is nor a tr~lc Greek. But the fact remains that he feels
passion~rcly tlult I)c is a Greek, and that is what matters. Ccr-
[:linly, it isen~mgh tolllake him well disposed ?n principle toward



the Illovcll)cllt of l’//ois,s,Cvcn though Ilc my, for” tllc 1110s[1):11”[,

abhor EOKA’s hrut:ll mcthmls.
With tllC-l’lll”lii$ll Cypriots dlings :Irc (lifIcrcllt.O \ltllttllll,~lctl

hyfourtooue, they bitterly oppose cnorisl which to then) SIXIIS
doom. They claim p:lrtition but accept partnership \vith the 1]1it-

ish. nut if tl~e Rritish elect to leave Cyprus, they are prcpnrc(l lo
goto cxtrclllelcllgtl~st(~ preventthc isl;~nd, wl)ich Turkey I{IIc{I
forhundrcdsof yc;lrs~n(lwhich iss{)closc m the Turkish ll(,lIIc-
kmti, from falling into Greek h:lnds. “I-hey are a proud and rcs(J-
I(ltepcople,l ]lorccollsciotis tod:ly of their tics with Turkey [Ili][)
ever I)cforc, ‘l”l]cir Ill:lrti:ll qu:llitics col)]llmnd respect aIIIof]g

Greek Cypriots , nlltl to swl]c cxtcllt offset their nunlcricfll in(cli -
ority. Tl]cy will never IN)Wto Grivas.

EOKA’s active ft)rccs probably do not cxcecd a fe\\’I)uII<IIc(I
in number. They are orgnnized il]to districts. These in turn c~ltII-
prise a number of mountain, villogc, and town groups or g:lrlgs.

The mountain gangs, COCII with nn avctnge strengtli of six Illcn,
comprise the Ilard-core terrorists. I“hcy ]ivc in the llill~ rcgif)lls
where ideal training areas and hide-outs can bc found. - Ch:Irgctl
with the more difficult military operations such as raids on police
stations and military outposts, ambusllcs, anti nlissions of dcstr(lc-
titm, they rely on quick Ilmvet’ncnt al]d on tlwir hide-outs to S:IVC
them from tile attention of the security forces.

l“he villogc gnngs carry’out tasks rc(luiring Icss skill: sllpplyillg

tl)e llmuntain groups with food, arll}s, and nlnlllu nition, pmsillg
on infornl:lti(m, silllplc salwtagc, an(l tl]c like. Tllcy nmy rl{)(
rclllain forlll:llly constituted all ~l~c till~e, collling togetllcr (J[.-
casionally in varying strengths for specific tasks. They rcccivr
their instructions through the district leader, and, unlike IIIcir
lllore conlpctcnt nwulltain pnrtncrs \vlIo have precisiml w~c:ll~[lllh,
are usually issued shotguns.

The to\\mgroups hove z multiplicity of t~sks. It is tlwy \\II,J
distribute tllc well-known leaflets vl~icll nluwunce I; C) I<A’sre-

actions to c\’cnts of tllc day, record its thrcnts, nn(l pr(wloilll ili
truces. It is tllcy \\’lio provoke tlw Ilystcrics of [lcll}(~l]str:lllll{(
scl~()()lcl~il(llcll, \\IIN)give ilsyluil] ttl llwl))llcrs of tllc (~rg:li~i/ih
ti(m} an(l \\JIN)(Ic:ll in ;Iss:lssil]:ltif)ll.

All these gl”t]ll})s---llloltl~t:~ill, \ill:l~c, :11)(I to\lfll-–colllc” (11111( 1“
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IIIC strict c{~tllrt)l f}f (~l”iVilS hil))sclf. Ilc c{)nccrns hin]self in their

ever)’ :lcti\’ity :ttl(l I:lkcs n pcrsoll:ll interest in n]ntters of the

sllutllcst (Icl:lil, \’il:l I to this ctmttx)l, which he exercises from il

Ill{d]ilc C{MIIIII:III(IIjtjst, is :In cficicnr fin{l secure coll~lllllllicfitit)lls
Syslclll. “I”llisllcll:ls lJ~lilt tll]\vitll acl~nit}I)f rcli:ll)lccouriers,l)otll
Ill:llc :ll)d fclll;llc.

S{) (ill’ \\c hn\’c pnintcd a picture of Cypl-US which is hut half
Iillidw[l. It is, for Ilw Illost pnrt, olw of Icrtx)rism set figninst tllc

I);lckgl”oullli of a rtlgged islmd l~ndsCil])c. TV give the picture

I):lI;IIIcc, \\c no\I” I):IVC to fill ill the forcgr(mnd and depict tllc
story [If c{)~liltcltcrrf)rislll. .

11.

Ill Cyprus, I]ritnin Imrs very spccinl rcspfmsibilities, not Icnst [If
\\’llicllis ti]c lm~intcn:lncc of law and order. It is upon the security
ff~rccs, s[~c:lIIuI, tlult tllisstcrn tnsk lies.

‘1’IIc tcrlll “sccuriry forces” ciocs not ]]lc:ln the fighting scrviccs
tnlty, hut rnll]cr n p:lrtncrsllip with tllc police anti all the civil

:l~CllCICS \VlloSC tOSk it is to keep tllc pcflce. If there is one grc:lt
lcss~m tlmt IIritnill 11:1sIc;lrncd in dcnling \\’ithsecurity problems
tllc \\tIrlAover, it is that they can only I)c st)lvcd when the civil,
I)(,licc, illlLl nlilit:lry authorities work together in unison. in cfli-
cicnt security ff)rccs, d~erc is no room ft)r those who think that
d~cy c:ln go it ahmc.

In tl~c cllslling pnrngraphs we will chiefly be concerned with
tllc IIlilitary grotIIM{ f(~rccs. Spncc does not allow us to do full
jllstiw to tlw pnrr {)thcr sections of the sccllrity forces arc play-
it]g. A I)ricf il~~(lllllt, thercf(jre, nlust suflicc.

Scclltity t]pcrii(iolvi in Cyprus arc under tllc over-all control of
:1 Itlilitnry I)ircclor I)( Opcrati(ms WIN) is responsible to the Gov-
crn{)r. 1Ic works tllrougl~ a combined stnif on which arc reprc-
scntcd the three scr\’ices, tile police, and tile civil administration.
‘l”l~isn~ixed staff is reflected in District Security committees dot-
ted ort)und the island and consisting of civil, military, and police
rcprcscnta[ives. I“hcy work in the closest accord and their dc-
cisifms :~rc in\~nri:d)lyjointly taken.

‘1’hc mnin tml{s of the Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force
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Illay I)c sai{i I)ricily tt) cxmsist in Cl)illlll:lll[lillg tlw w:] :111(1iii!
appro:lcllcs to tllc isl;ltl(l in otdcr to ])rcvu)t sll)ugglil)g.

-1’llc p{)licc f(Jl”CL!,Solllc 2,000 Strong, is COIIII)OSC(I”of (;l”CL’li :I[lil
‘[’urkisll Cypriots Imclic(l ~lp I)y st)ttlc 400”i[lsl)cctors :11)(1scrg[:II)l\
from the Ullitc(l Kingdolll police ct)llstill)lll:~rics. ‘1’IIc fir~t ((III
tingcnt of the I:lttcr rmcllc(l Cypr\is i[~ 1956 at rlw illsti~:lti(lli 1)1

h’icld il’lnrslull I lar{lil~g. “I”lwir l~igll stan(lar{i of integrity 211{1Ill{il
cahll pcrforillnllcc (jf (Itlty in {Iificlllt rill~cs did Il]tlcl) to l~t~()~l
tllc shaken Ilmr:l]c {Jf the local f(}rcc il] tllc c:]rly days of tcl I1)1-
ism, m}d c(mtinuc to LI(Iso t(dny.

‘l-I)c civil ;I(ll])itlisrrt)ti[)ll, it IICCII Ilnr(lly I)c said, ])ro\fi(l(> ;III
tile essential cxpcriciwc ill local affnirs \\itl~(]~ltwllicl~ tllc cllt)itf
of the security forces are likely to I)c almrtivc or ot I)cst lllis
directed. It is iltlp(}ssil)lc to think of nny type of opcratii)ll ill
which their views \vill not be st)tlghr, on lnxtrcrs rnllgi[lg fIOII]
ti~c protccti(m of villngc u’ater sllpplics to the prol)lcll)s of II I:I\S

fil)gcrprillting.

Wc call I]()\\’ t(ll”ll to tllc grolm(l forces, \Vc Il:lvc :lllc,l (l\’
gained a clear cni)~lgll illlprcssiol] (If lI)c terrain ill (;yl~l 11’, l;)
fpcss at tllc rcstricti(ms nnd difIic~lltiw wl~icl~ it tlligl]t illll}~)w
on the t)pcrarion of fyoulld troops. l~~lttllcrc irrc f)tller ill~~)t~lI:)i}l
restrictions to I)cnr it) lllilld. ‘rhcsc ;Irc tllc Icgal (mcs. I;irst, tllclc
is the basic principle of l:nglisl~ la\\”,wl]ict] ap])lies to all lll-ilislt

territories OVerSCIS, thfit fihell troopS” (JPCI:l[C ill S111)])()[( of I IIC

civil pourer, they llluw not use any IIl(jrc force tlmll is stii(tl\
necessary to achieve tile illmledi:~te nill}.

‘l-his is ct)lllnt(jnly kno\\In as tltc pril]cipte of millimull~ for[”c
and is (Mlc Ivhicl) is illlprcssed tlp(m tl~c lllitld of every sill{~lc
IIritish sf)lclicr. It cnrrics spcci;lt illll)ortancc for tllc Illilit:lr), lN--
culllsc dlcy go ;Il)t)llt tllcir tlutics :Iritlcxl \\itll Ietll:il ~vc:lj)f)ll~.
I]ccausc tliilit;try c(jllllll;ll)(lcrs c:ll~ I)cc:lllc(ltoaccolll)tif” LI)c} (l~j
not observe this principle, those ill tx)nllllalld of troops f~l[illg
serious disturbances mny he caught in a dilemma. If tllcy Ilcsil:llc
too long in using their firepower, they run n risk of being {I\cr -
whelmed; if tlleysll[mt totsearly,tlle ystandto be collrt-lll:lrti:llc(l
for using cxcessivc force. Itis not only tile commander WIN)f;i(:cs
this dilemlno. The individual snldicr or Mnrine lwtking an ~rlcs[,
or surprising on intrlldcr [m Illilimry pt-clllises, to tfikc t\vo sil)l})lt’
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exanlples, Ims also to keep the pt-illciplc in mind. IIut neither con~-
Inan(icr nor individual soldier is likely to go far wrong if he acts
with il~lpattifility, with preventive and not punitive intent, and
in good ffiith.

‘l”l\erc arc occasions WIICII troops \vill have no hcsitwion in
(q~cnitlg fire; to t:ll{e one olwious exnnll)le, \vhen tllcy themselves
c{~llw under fire. “l-lwir :wtions in SUCIIcwcs fire guvetmcd hy the
l:l\vors lJcciale l)lcrgcllcy rcgtll:lti(jlls isstlctl frolllt illlct(~tilllel)y
the (Jt)vernor< I;[llcrgcllcy legislation ct)vcrs such points w powers
()( ilrrest, powers of scorch, power to remuve ohstructiotts on the
roads (if tnacfe of stones, these c:ln he used as n]issiles against the

security forces), rclll(}vnl of nnti(mnl fl:lgs, I)anncrs, and slogans
frolll btlildings, interrogation” of the plll)lic, action to he taken
\\llen civilinn vclliclcs fail to stol), and a host of other matters.

Illlo{lgllllasl]ecll \vrittcll tolltal{ei tclcnr( llattllcs olclierll asto”
l<n(I\vn great deal of the policell~an’s j(~l) in nddition to Ilis own.
III his (Inily dcalillgs \vith tl}c pul)lic, Iw is l)l{~rc p{)licclllon than
st)l[licr. Ilc IMSto I)c cmq}erativc nnd friendly; yet lie know’s that
it is tllc pul)iic \\IINjslliel(ls tllc l~OKA nssmsill. It is nor easy for
Ililll to forget tll:]t IIIany {)f his coInr:I(lcs Ilnvc I)ccn killed on
dllty ill the islnll(l. ‘1’akw all in nil, his t:lskis not str;tig lltfor\\~;lrtl.
It c-onnor hc Icflrnc(l in a (Jny.

\VIIcII all tllc coIIIpI)ncnts of tlIc secllrity forces arc working
I{)g(!thcr fis ;1 tc:llll ;It (!Vel’y Icvcl, ;ln(t IN)W IIIUCh ]Ilorcczsilyt his

is sni(l IIultl dol)c, llwrc will still I)c t\vo re(](lirci]wi]ts vit:ll to

51N-CCSSill colll)tcitctl .orist” opcratiolls:” “1’lw first is first-clxss COIll-

IIitinicatit)ns, the sccol}d, in fornlationo

\JTlWtI vi(~lcnce I,rokc out in .4~Jril, 105$, ill [:y])rLIs, ncitlwr

c(istcxl. li(~r l]lally IIl{)nths, \vllile s{lital)ic cquipnlellt \vM ljeing
ljr(mgl~t otlt fi<)ll} Ilrit:lin :)1111illslollc[l, opcr:ltiolml” IIwwgcs had

l{) Iw c~)n\’cyc{l to :111]Mrts 01’ tlw isl:ltltl I)y disl)iltcll rider or
c~)~lricr and \’i:\tllc fc\\, illsccurc p(tst-oflicc lines that existed. It
lt:ls \\’cll-nigl~ iil]p{)ssil)lc to orgallizc r:ll)id c(]ulltcractioll ~~gainst
tlw tcrrf)rists ill such circulllstances, let alone t{) acllicvc security.
‘1’llcpicturc isn{)w diflcrcnt. Irirst-cl:lss coll)lllllllicatiolls do exist.

“1’he acquisition of in forllmtiun 11:1snot hecll such an easy mat-
ter. N() almmnt of prupagnnda or threats \vill drag determined
tcrrt)ris(s fro!ll tllcir lairs. I’hey ha\~eto l~e sougtlt out and de-
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stroycd. But to he successful in tl]is, we nlust Il:lvc in forlnati(m;

yet without success we get no information ‘I’llis isa \’icit)tlscirclc
and one that had M he l)rol:cll duril~g the scc[)llti i):~lf’of 195$
\\”lliletl~e build-up of tr[mps nnd cquiplllcnr \t:ts g{~ill~ 0[], It \\”ilsL
Ill;lny months before useful illforlllation Lsegilrl to C(JI]ICinto the
hands of the security forces, In tllc early s])rillg of 1956, tllc
pattern of UOKA’S orgal)izati(m gr~du~ll~ I)cgi]t] t{) take sllope,

Iargclyasn result of nulncrollssnlalt SUCCCSSCS.\\Jccks of ]j;~ticnt
]}i!tiollil)g, road cl~ecl{s, l)rLlsl~es \\itlltl~cto~\ll gr,)tIIIS:IIld III(jtIn-
taln gangs, and a lucky I.)rcflk from tin]e t-o tilllc, ]J~lt tllc sccurit}’t
forces in tt position to launch large-scale offcllsi\’c operations.

Ily Julyof the same year, sevcro] of the lll(Jlllll:lill gilngs had
hccn clilninarcd, Tl]cn the Suez crisis intcrvcncd 011(1tllc forlna-
titjl]s ll)(lst cfjllccrtlc[l \\’itllo~>criltiolls”ill tllcll~[)ltl lt:lills, ’1”llc’1’llir(l
Commando Ilriga(lc, Royal Marines, ilnd I):lri]clltltc Ilrign{!c,
were divcrtc(l to otllcr 1:1s1{s.‘l-l~c story tllcrc:l[lcr is OIICof l~llls
ill~(l truces, n~ostly occurring nfter major IK)KA scxlmcks, :li~d of
rcncwcd offctwives cul[)lin:lting in tile security forces” silcccsscs

d(lring tl)e I;lttcr Illontlis of 1958.

In Novel)lljcr of rhnt ycm, Kyrinkos M:ltsis , :111:li)ilIIIsll expert

and the most sougllt-oftcr EOKA Iea[ler after (;rivos, I\vIsslIr-
])riscd ill a village ill tlw north of the isl:lnd on{l killc(l.

‘l-l\c story of his LIiscovcry throws light oil (IIC ])roljlcl]ls :IllcIl(l-
illg scnrchesof lnountain villages. Sue]] a story ~IsII:llly sl:irts lvitll
tllc rcccipt of il]forl]lation as to the \vllcrc:ll)OLl15{)( :1 g;lng or
individuni tctm)rist Iexdcr. More often thn!l IJOI, this \vill !cad (o
tllc cordoning ald scilrcl~ing of a house, a villtlgc, scvcrtl villzgcs,
or even n large troct of u)untrysidc. Al) olwr:itit)ll of (I}is sort
Il]ust achieve surprise to s(lccecd, If tllc g~extcst c:lrc is not taken,
IIlc I)irds will have (lo\\t} by the tilllc tiw cOIXI{)II is ill l>t)silioll.
.J\sst)[)n’as troops IC:IVC~lwir camps, their strcllgl l], colllpositifm,
and direction of tm~vclllcllt \vill reach llnfricl~(lly cnm. ‘1’lw elll-
ploymcl]t of l~clicx~ptcrs tail find does http 1(; {)\wrcoIIIc this

pml)lelll, but for large operations great ntil~~l)crs of thelll nrc
required. Even in odrtlinistrztive matters, it \vill Iw ncwssary to
resort to deception if operational intentions arc not 10 l)c give[)

away. For-exwnpic, heavy demands on base storm I)eforc ptx)-
tracted operations nlay result in a noticeable incrcmc of ndmillis-
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trfitivc traflic. “1’his, in rum, nl:ly reveal tlmt sollmthing big is

afoot. Iiurthcr, it Inny help llOKA to dcducc what units me

invol\~cd.

Once the cordon” is in position” (troops” ill tl~c order of hun-

{Ireds may be needed for this task), it is for other ground forces
to conduct the scilr~h. In default of pill-point information, this
l)roccss is Iil(cly to l)c n long one, mcosurcd in weeks or eveo
Illtmths. The wnnrcd mcn will clearly not be walking about
openly in tl~e Ilills and villages. They \vill be {mt of the way, in
Ilidc-outs. “fle locntiwl of dlcse hide-outs will be clcternlined by
f:wtors such as efisc t)f c(mceallllent, accessibility, escnpc routes,
ald so on. A Icss (d)vious factor \vill I)e the Ilced to bc within
rmsonnhle distance of sources of food, water, and amnmnition.

Most hide-out sarerherefore ftmnd either ina village orilmile
or two away from one. Matsis had elected to stay in the little
villfigc of Kato Dlliktmlo wllcn nc\vs rcachc~l him of the big
security dt-ivc in the Kyrcnia Range. I-{is discovery, so typical
of silnilnr successes in previous operations, c:lll)c shout to some
cxtcilt I)y clmnce. ‘l-he IN) USCin \\llic]l hc lay hi(!dcn cnmc under
swrcli for nrilri. ‘1’hc sc:~rch secltlc(l to he unstlcccssful. As a
st)ltlicr UJ;IS Il:lviilg a I:lst loot{”otx~llntl, Ilc IISM1Ilis Ixty[]nct U) prod
tile tiled fl{wr of tllc lMcI{ parlor. In testing the cefl]ent between
t\\’ntiles, his bayonet went straigl~t thro~@l wI(1 into what tran-
spired to I)e tlw clltr:incc to :) rm(ly-usc or cllicrgency hide-out.

hlarsis:lnd t\\()(~tllcrs werccrt~llcl\cd l)clo\\”tlw floor” in a hole
six feet long, ftmr feet wide, and two feet deep. IIk companions
chose to give thcll]sclves up. Mntsis, resisting every persuasion to
(f~ll[)w suit, cvcl]tually killc(t I)illwl( \\’ith Hn alltolllxtic wcopon.

It IIlllst not I)c th(;llght, though, tlmt illl Ilwuntain operations

t:ll(c the forl]l of Iorge-scnle sweeps :In<l sc:lrcl)cs. “I”l]e infiltration

of SIll:lll l)iltl(ll S, tllC postingo fot)scrvcrs, an)l)ush porries, mdthe
Iikc Imvc :lcllicvcd striking SIWCCSSCS.“1’hc ]xlrticul:lr advantages
i)f tllc sl]mll party are that it cnn hc introduced into an area
s~ttrcl)ritiously and that, once est:ll)iishe(l, it LIocs not excite the

:Ittct)tion \vl~”icllthe Innss nl(~vcnlcnt of troops inevitably does.
‘1’lw ~ll>pnrcllt :tl)scncc of troops ill ml nrca will tend to lull the

rcsidcllt ~angs, tllcir supply parries nild couriers into a false sense
of security, find n)nv induce carelessness 011 their part. It is under



tllcsc ct}l)dition~j tlhlt lhc scc~lrity p:ttr{)l Illny s(lt-j~riw :1 g:lllg {)11
tllc Illove, Cil~_)t(lrC couriers with inlportflnt (Ioctlll)cllts, or stllllll)lc

;icross the cig:llcttc p:lckct \\l~icl) provides vit:ll cvi{lcllcc of n
ncfirby hide-out.

All hide-outs, lt-en(]t w modestas theonc il] \vl~ich Nlntsislllet
his death. llis was csscntinlly of a type dcsigllc(l to ptx)vidc
tcnlpor;lry cover during surprise sc;lrch opcr:l(i(ms. “1’IIc IINIrC
elabotztte hitic-t~ut is I)(lilt to lwuse several lIICII, xtltl is stt)ckcd
\vitl~every re(]llircll]cnt for a Iol]g stay.

llef(~re ct)nclllding IIlcsc I)ricf colllillcnts 01) Illotlntoin ol)cr:l-

tions, ll~ention Illust I)cn}:ldeof infot-mcrs. All illtcgrnl p:~rt of filly
scnrch is the surccnil)g of every I]mtl and \voIII:lII \vitIlill tllc cor-

don. “1’his process invo]vcs their passing I}cfore :1 Ic:il]] of police
interrogators fllrnisllcd tvith the details of \v~llltc(~lwrs(~l)s. ‘1’llc
\vork of these Intcrtx)gotors can be grc:ltly enllanccd if tllcy :~re
wppl)l’tc[l by ttl cx-tcrrf)rist \\,ho, ill {J1-dcr 10 siI\”cI]is llcck, is
jWCpa~C(i to ]W’k Otlt I(OI{A ll)CIllbCt’S. ‘T’l~is III:](I is cf)llli]lollly

Ilidden I)cllinlt ,1 screen :Is tllc villngers file lMS( :II)CIso rct:lills l~is
illc[)gnito. Wll,jle \~ill:]gcgongs lvl\e I)cci] i(lclllilictl ill IIlis lt:ly.

lVcl14vci l{)\\'learllcils l)lllctllillg( )flll()lll]t:li ll(jl)cl:lti()lls. IVluil
gocsonintllc (owns? ‘1’llccl~icf]~rol)lctl~s IICIC :ll-C tliosc ()( (lc:Il-

il]g \\riththe ~t,unnmn, dispersing un12\vful ;Isscllll)lics, n[lt! sllp-
prcssing riots.

Solllc illdic:lrioll (}f tllc ;l(l VlllltilgCS 111;11~ul}lllctl (lljl)}’ i(l II IL’

crowded nan{)w streets has alrcndy I)cei) gi\cl~. All cllcctivc

counter to tile ruthless killer is not cmy to till(l. “1’() Iill IIIC strccrs
witl} itrlllcd soldiery is cxf)rl)il-:lntly cxpclwi\’c ill lll:lllj)lI\\rcr :111(I
C:II1i)tlly Iw ltl:lillti(inu(l It)r slN)rl I)cri{ds. Sll:ll) \uiIrclIus {)( II I:IIC

Imsscrs-l)yin tllcllo])c{ )fc;ltclliilgt l)ctcr]oliil” \\ill) o \vc:Ilx)II 011

Ilis pcrsml llI:Iy Ixlvc s{)lllc (Ictcrrclll cIIccI. St) :Ilv) 111:1),tllc
i~ril)illg of l~rilisll ci\ili: ills, tllc usc of liccoys, ;1[1(1 {Illlcr lt)c[l~()(ls

of dcccptioll. Ii\lt it \\ill IIIlly bc :] ll]:lttcr of tilllv I]cforc :1 I):lliclll
killer \\’illlil~,l n safe tq)p[)rtul~ity to sl~imt. S])cci:tl l~OKA sur-
\~eillance psrti~s I<ccl) :1 cl]cck on tllc Illo\’ciIIcI]ts O( [}rthl)ccli\’c
\rictiills, :uld !vilcn a tli}ily or u’cckly ]xl(lclll is cw;ll]li\l\ctl,
CINNMCthe Ill(vx propitious IJlonlcllt for tllc [Icc(I.

‘l”llc dispetxll of Ilnl:lwflll :tsscll)l)lics ;lncl (IIC s(ll)l)rcssif)ll f)(
riots present tile sccwrity forces \vith tlwro(l~lllv Ilnplc:wlllr :Ind-.



[lI:IIIklCSS t:]sks.A ~lcitt ItUIIIy pllotogri~l)l)s” I}:IVC :~ppc~IccI since

1955, ntld CSpCCiillly in tlw nnti-Ilritisl) press, of ugly riot scenes
in Cyprus. lt is \vell to rclllelllber th:lt the quelling of disturL)-
nnces is x difficult business; it requires froln commanders nice
judgment and a sense of tin]ing, and from everyone at every level,
n cool head and self-restraint in the face of severe provocation
and personal cianger.

Hkth)es tlle~o~lll~lallclerof troops goabtmt the problem of
cro\vd clearance? Stnndard British militnry doctrine lays down

tlmt it is tllc police who are rcsponsil)lc, in tlw first place, for
dealing with Ilnruly cro\vds; that \vllcIl the police find the tmk
ttwnluch forthel]l they receive the rtid of thenlilitary. In Cyprus
it lMs been necessflry to depart from this procedure, o\ving to the
nttmerical inferiority of the police. As a result, troops are trained
tome f>olice methods in controlling crowds. They are no longer
strangers to the baton and shisld.

When a hostile crowd forms, then, it will ptwbablyfirst clash
with the police or troops acting as policemen. It will also proba-
I)ly find across its pnth a thin concertina-barbed-wire barrier or
t)thcr hastily erected hnrrier. Its more enterprising elements will
tlmn try to find tile flanks of the police, who, in turn, will use
reserve forces to seal off the crowd’s movements. The police will
try every nonviolent il)cans to disperse the crowd: Loudspeaker
allll{)tlflcerllellts, written exhortations on large hxnrters, the read-
ing of a procla!nation and warning to disperse, even the produc-
tion of cameras to photograph ringleaders, and colored-dye
sprayers’ to assist subsequent identifications.. .

Assun~ing these ule&lres fail, the throwing of bottles and
stmles by rowdies will start about now. These will be aimed as
It)[lcli frim) the tops of nenrhy houses as ftxml ground level. They
\\’ill hurt. Even a sl]iall bottle thrown from a height or hurled at
short range can CIUSCunpleasant damage to the unprotected face.
After the bottles find [he stones may COIUCtile first “bomb,”
usII-lly made from water pipe of about three-inch diameter filled

explosive, nnd scnlccl off at tlw ends. Ily the ti]ne this hap-

Ile stage is set for stern countermeasures.
“e considering these measures, \vhich cu]ll)inate in the

of fire hy tl\e military, it would be well to mention that
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nil crowds do not nc[xxfirily reach n really vii)lct)t sta~e. lll:lny
disperse lwfore the h{)mb-throwing stage is I-c:lcl)ml. Scl~[mlcllil-
dren, for example, stage many denwnsttntions ~~hich for the most
part do nor feature boilll]-tlllow’ing. But, nonctllcluss, they call lx
awkward to handle. Provoked by EOKA Icnflets, they will sti-cam
from scho I,l,girls as UICI1as I)oys. In aleafiet od[lrcsscd to scllo~)l-
children, ( lrivas once told them that the cause of euosis was
“lnore sacred than yoilr tcnchers, your nmtl~cr, or y(j~lr fothcr. ”
A likely o[:cwion on \t’l~ichthey will oppc; ]r is tlw f{lncral of :]i~
ex-tcrrorisl. ‘l”urning \Ip by the hundrcdsl clm)tillg sl(qyns, :11!(!
I)ccoming Illore unruly m they go, they C:II) oftc[l I)c disl)crsc(l

only by tl)c use of tear gas and pl]ysiml [ll:~llll:ltl~llillg. “1’lw
snatching of the leaders, often youths and girls in their teens (all
of equal truculence), and locking them up out of harm’s way
for a few hours often has a salutary effect on these youthful
gatherings.

Buttortturntothc riotous crowd. Theholnb IMSbeen thrown
and \ve have on our hands a serious breach of tl~e peace. The
police, or troops acting as such, will no\v, if they have not already
done so, ellhsrk on i~series of baton cliarges. If the wind is right,
they maytvnploy tear gas delivered in hart(i-grcnntie form or shot
from ionfyr-range riot guns. If troops arc handy, the bayollct
nlay have l~cen resor(c{i to, though tl~is weapon Ilm its ciismivan-
t:lgcs ill tl):)t tile user i]]ny l)cc(]ll}c too” closely cl)ll)roilc(l witl~ Ilw

crowd. If ;!11 these n)casurcs fail, if.more i)ot))l)s nrc (Ilrow[l or

i)uildingsarescton fire, and the crowci still \vill not (iispcrse, the
nmment arrives to usc the uitimate meam of forcitlg tl~c issue, the
hullct. WC hove now, more than ever, to go mrcfully.

‘l-l\c first requirement before opening fire is for tllc Illilitory
col]lllmn[icr oll the sl){~t to he quite satisfic(i [Imt II() (I(lwr cx)urw
is open to him to achieve the immc~iiate ailll of restoring law
aoci otxicr. The next is to give the crowd :1 clcor w~rninfg thot
they wil] bc fircdupol) if they donotciispersc. ‘1’l~cy Inust I)c then
given the opportunit~ to move off. If and when fire is cventtlatly
opcnc(i, it is cnrcfull, control]cci: Two h(lllcts ll~llst 1)01 I)c used
if 00c will sufiice. l~ire will be directc(i at tl~ose octu:llly pcr-
pCtriltillg tllc violcncc. Shots must not be pl:lcc(i [)vcr tl~c I)m(!s
of the crowd, as this serves only to pniiic tllc Icss I}:)rciy l])cllll)crs
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and an ugly scramble to escape may leaci to casualties from
tralnpling underfoot. Thronglmut, action ]nust be aimed to pre-.
vent furtl)er trouble and not to hand out wholesale punishment.

When these stern and distasteful measures succeed, as succeed
they will, immediately steps are taken to succor the wounded on
I)oth sides. Arrested lnen \\~illbe handed over to the police. The
scene will return to nom)al, though it ]nay be, as often happens
on dlese occasions, that a curfew is now imposed to prevent
(utrllcr crowds front forniillgj and to allow tempers to cool.

‘I”he ilnportant thing to remember in this type of operation, as
with all others in tl~is troubled island, is that the armed forces act
in support of the civil power in order to restore law and order.
Alilitary measures alone cannot solve the Cyprus problem. What

is required urgently is a political settlement, but this will not be
achieveci so long as the Cypriot fears to open his mouth to express
his true tlwughts fltld mpirations,

l-he primary objectives of the security forces are to uphold
tile law, eliminnte the terrorists, and put an end to intimidation:
in suln, to create con(iitions for a political settlement.

‘l’hc task is hard, sol)~etillles dangerous, often distasteful. But
it must not be thought that the British servicern:~n looks upon all
Greek Cypriots as his enemies and vice versa: Witness the friend-
liness shown towatxi cnch other when an IWKA truce has seen~-
ingly I)r(]tlgllt t)pcr:lti(lns 10 an end. I Ic looks” forwar(i, w all
fair-lllimicd Britons illld Cypriots must do, to ti]e day when i~e
call resum~ tile oi(i, ionfg-estabiisile(i friendsilips.





VI

SMALI UNITS WIN SMA1.1. WARS

MARINIW,(“;(JI;RRILI.AS,ANOSMALL L4’ARS
Major Alich:wl Spark, USAfC

CoM llAr FIIF.I.ICOIYIXRSIN ALGERIA
A4ajor Hiiaire Ilctlio(iart, I~rellcll Arllly

ShIAI.L-UNI, OPF.RAIIONS Alarine Ch)rps Schools

lf you are ltmking for 9 pat, comp]etc, fin,ll s(,ltlti(,n to tl~c guer-
rilla prohlcn~, you will not find it here, What yfjll \\ill fin(l is sOI]IC
rh(]ught-pro\?oking materi~].

idea=—-[-hc threat goes rigl}t to tllc root of l)lili[;lry (jrg:lniza-
tion, training, equipnlent, and doctrine. Sec \vh:lt Mojor Spat-l{,
a career Maline, has to suggest,

ldefl—The helicopter, properly used, cOIII(I Iw dccisivc t:lcri-

C:llly. Rca(l how lIIc l~rcncl~ used their “clu)pl)cls” ill k4:~j(~r
llcti~(mart’s piece. As tl~is is written-ncxrlj’ t\\(, ycili-s l:ltcl-—
(rely ill South JTietnanl is nmre valid tx}wriel~cc Iwing glil~ctl
\vith the latest Illncllines.

ldeff—Small-unir actions—patrols, an~l)mllcs, scnrcllcs, rfj:ld-
blocks---+re the key to tactical victory. l;acll of [II(XC (Icpcllds

on specific, detailed know-how.
The “hannna wars” of the 1920’s and 19.?()’s were guerril]a

wars. Mnrilles can]e out of the jungles after chasing Sandino,
Charlemagne Pernlte, and other tacos, iujllrlfectos,aII(lgcncrall}r
had actors. From their reports,

.
the Marine (k)rps (Icvciopcd tllc

Ilotcds?)lfl// lvflrj’ /l f(7/mfll, Iir(Jlll it, yell C[)llld lcalll llo\v to Illo(lllt

a Phillips p:~cksacldlc; the differing psycll~)logy of Iiorscs, mtIlcs,
and burros; and to watch for male clotllcs in t!\c wasl~ wl~ilc you
were flying over villages where only WOIIICIIwere to I)c SCCII.
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A “!ltlts-al~d-[){)!ts lllalltl~l,” the prt}fcssi{mals calleci it, and the
Marine Corps Fllucational Centm, Mnrine Coq)s Schools, Quan-
tict), Virginia, 11:1stl(J\v hr{)ugllt it ul) (I) (la(c. ‘I”lw title of the
nc\v Iluutlltil is I:lect Al,zrinc i;orcc Al flmt,I1-?l (lAfl’Al-21)—
Operation~Agaimt Grferrilla Forces. The first draft \vas printed
e~rly in 1962 ft)r use al the sclmo!s. Rcflncd I)y c{)!l)ll~cnt from
tile field, it will eventually I)econ)e doctrine.

‘lhe ~mz,ette was struck hy the weoltll of specific detail con-
tained in the Appendixes. We have rc]~ril}ted the first A]q>cndix-
“Small-Uuit Operations’’-which draws heavily on British doc-
trincs usedin A4alayn. The entire manual isstrongly recommended
f{)r tlw serious student.



Marines,Guerrib, am]

Small.Wars

MAJOR MiCHAEL

NI) f(jrcc ill the W(ldL\ today is !)cltcl
for countcr~uerrillo operations tl)nn tl]c

SPARK

c{]tlil)j)cd :Illd t)qylllinxl
lJ.S. Ai:lrillc (l)rps. S{)li)c

foreign armies Imve fought guerrillas well :ll)d I):li-(l ill “lhc l)oi(
fe\\ryenrs. None of them can match the Al:lrillc C,)t-]]s’ potcn[ial,
once it is fully matured by a sound and itltcl~sivc trflinil]g prt)gr;ll)l.

C)ur special assets are numerous, deriving’ l)f)tl~ frolll Iong-l)e]d
concepts :ll)d fro])l recent refincnlcnrs to ]I)cct tile dclll;ll)tls of (J~lr
alnl)l~il]iotls mission.

\Ve are the only Inohi]e ground f{)rcc of c{)nlbinc(~ nnns (in-
cllttling c(jlllbat planes) in the world. ‘1’hc Al:lrillc (;orps hns
CVCrytlli I)g a ]lM)(]Crl} COUntt31&lCrI_ilh fol’CC OIUS( ]13VC: C(JIIII):I(

troops,” stll)port ul)itsl Iwlicoptcrs, anil :ltr:wl( :Iircrflfl-. In OIIC
scrvicc \\’eCollll)illc ever y wefipw tllx~ c:ln I]c l]r{)~l~l]l t[~ I)c:lr

:lgainst gllcrrillw.
‘1’he Corps has always IICMto tl~e vit:ll dt)ctrillc tl)nt all hlorillcs

Illust Ix qualified :1s infaotrylllen. Thcrcftjre, ill gllcrrill:l sitli:l--
tions, our combat service and support u!lits wo(ild be inl~crcnl l\~
capable of self-defense. If necessary, tllcy could :]1s0 undertflkc
ally antigucrrilb tasl{s that did not denlall(l :1 l~igll Icvcl of inf:~t}-
try unit tr:lining. This would give trelllcl~(l~)us tocticnl flcxil)ilit}
tt) tlw hlarine col)~llmoder. He could lluslml)(l Ilis in f:lntry for IIW
t)ffcllsivc I)lows \vhicl\alone can crusl~ guerrill;ls.

As a sc~\~icc,\vc nre conditioned to a[lstcrc logistics. hl:lrincs

get Inost ,0( their jobs done witl~ less mot~ricl [ Iuln otl)er militxry

orgaoizntlons find occcssary. We do not tort nround :1 large sup-
porting structure, so rhe target ofiercd I)y our logistic I)ase is
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stllollcr. lICCOUSCgllctrill;w oftc[l strike at supply lines, this would
I)Uill! [() {IIC ~(}od. l\lol’C of OUI”OVCr-fi!l SIITllg[]l COllld bC dCvo[Cd

to off’cl)sivc ;lnt igtlcrrill;l tw+ksinstead of I)cing used to protect :1
c{)ll)I)Icx llct\vork (Jf il)st:lllntions.

Still, ill i]ny (]lwr:llioll, troops must be moved, fed, and rcamnlu-
nitil~l~ctl. Ovcrlan(l rcs[tpply is always vulnerable to guerrilla
il[tnck. Cuct-rillos canll{)t, however, effectively interdict air and
SC:] rotltcs of s(il)ply. I Icre \\’e would benefit from our mobile,
sca-lmwxl orient; ltion.” Bccnusc of our ainphil)ious lnission, we hnvc

long I)CCJI ncc(lstotllc(l to logistic support via ship and landing

croft. l~~itl) ottr IIII)(lcrI~ ill]]pl~it)ious doctrine, wc have evolved

c(Tccti\’c IIIC(I1OCISof I)clicoptcr ‘resupply. Trained to get hy with

Ic]-y Iittlc, 31)(1 ;IIIICto IIIOVCover the sea and tlmrmgh the air, wc
ilolll(l ri)l) tllc gtlcrrilla of tllc very targets I)c prefers most.

I{CCCIII]}rcp:lt;ltiol~s for gcllcrnl war also illlprove our readiness
to (Ic;II with g(tcrlill:ls. AIIICI) of tllc doctrine developed to meet
(Iw tl(J\tf-\\’:lllillgtllrc:lt of tactical Otol]]ics hns allnost equal appli-
c:ltioll ill tllc s~ll]l)rcssi(lll of guerrilla outhrcaks. For years now,
\vc II:IVCI)ccn ]xrfccriilg vcrtica] envelop! nentl perimeter defense,
coor,lin:ltion of ]Jl\ysicnlly sepxrated units, atld combat patrolling
of tlnoccupic(l :Ircm. In facing guerrillas, these skills would
SCI-VC(Is to g(md a(lv:lnr:lge.

(hir c(ltlil)tllcl)t for guerrilla war is good snd getting better.
I Iclicol)tcrs :Irc t Ilc j)rcfcrrcd vclliclc for rapid concentratim~
;Ig:litlst gucrrill;w, ‘[’IIc Al:lrine CoI-ps has been in the forefront of
Ilclicol]lcr [lc\fcl(jl>tllcllt nnd cll)ploymcnt. ‘l-he new Vertol
111{11-I \\’ill ]Jrf]vi(lc [IICCorps with n qunntutl) increase in vertical
lift c;llml)iiily. Its g;ls t(lrl)illcs will free us fronl the bugaboo of
lift rcdllcti(lll ill Iligll-lcll)l)crfiture nreas.

Ncw siflglc-si{lc-l ):]1~(1and radio~relay equipment provides
c~~cctive tacticnl collllllllllicatiolls” for antiguerrilla operations. In
LIIC Alccllanic:ll AIuIc, uc l]ave ~ good rough-country vehicle. Our
:llll])l~illi{)~lstrnctors :lre excellent for use in the swamps and deltas
oftcll faw)rcd I)y gucl-ril!as.

‘1’llc NA’1’() series of small arlns, the M79 grenade launcher,
Iiglltct- p:icl(s, al)(l dcl~y(lrntcd rations will improve the firepower
:llltl rc,lucc tllc I)urllcll of antiguerrilla tean)s. The GV-1 Her-
t’ulcs will grcot Iy incrcasc our air-transport and delivery capabil-



ity, in the A21;, \\,care soon to get an attack airctwft Ivilll I(lllg

endurttncc, al)lc to cnrry a grcnt \\’eigl~till Ix)n]hs, nil :IIIIKJSI i{lt:ll
antigucrrill:l pl:i[w.

Bccausc tlw gucrrill;l tllrcnt is gro\villg, \vc Illtlst slrivc t{}lllill
tmusly to impr[~vc our readiness to Ilwct it. “1’l)c circ~lllv,t;lll{’ci
under \\’hich \vc llmy have to fight Imlst bc anticipxtc{i w) (~t]r
trainil)g:ll~(i (lc)ctrillc \\~illdevclol] logically.

OIletllir~giscIc:ll-. Wcarenotfy)ing tol)cgllctxill:is. AI II(II of

our organization and cquiprnent \\Itmldbe wasted in sucl] ~1rl)l(’.
h40reilllp[)rtallt, \\'care unfit forit. Gtlcrrillns ll:lvct()l)lcll[l \~illt
the Ioml populnti(~ll. They nlust spcah, 1001<,”Ott, all(l tllillli Iili(
natives of the troul)lcd area. Rncc, Iangllagc, an(l Inck of illlilll:llc
Irnowlccfgc of Ioml tcrrnin and cust{lins :111lmr Ils frf)tll :In cII(cI ivf
gllcrrillil tx]lc m ml t)rgflnized ff)rcc. UIllcss wc l)l:Itl 14) lil:l)l iil

Utah, \\cslwuld train [0 rcfitlc (JIIr c~lpitl~ililyas 0 coiIIIlcq~II(i I ill.1
force. ‘1’llis dirccdy aficcts the pntl} \Ic slw\Ihl follow” ill I I .Iillillf:.

Significnut diffcrcnccs exist l)ct\\’wl) [he needs of glicl-lill.l; :111(I
antiguerrillil troops. I;or exnmple, gucrrillns Illust I)e pr(~li(i(’t~l ill
the use of demolitions find cnpturcd 11’cnl~(ms.Co[llltcrgll~il ill.],
have more interest in fiir-ground cooperation, control” ()( (it ilidf)s,
and defense of fixed installations.

Our training must also reflect tiw t:lctical cir(:iiiils(:lll({\ ill
which wc Inay meet gucrrillm. It is \,cry p(issil~lc \\FcItI:i\I .i}~ilill
find them working wfil] a m:lj{)r cncllly ftlrcc, as tllc?’ {Ii[l ill
Koren. The Conln]llnists have n grcot deal of cxpcricl}cc iit :;II(II

tactics. In this role, gilcrrillas ml) seriollsly IIlrc:ltcll :1 11I.11ill<

anlphil)ious campaign.
Our offct)sivc tilCtiCS stress dcq), llclico]}tcr-l) 4)r11c ])cl)ctl.ili,,ll:,.

We accept the possibility of iniri:ll, \fridc uoi[ scpnmtitm. l“14~iiI

by-passed areas, gucrrillns can strike at our suppf)rling CICIIICIIIJ.

Their lllission ~~'illlje t()tliltlte (~~lr;ltt:lcli. llachof ourlillil\ iIIII:,I

betraincdto repcltllese:lttncl( s\vl\ilc acc()l}\l>lisl\il}gits }}lil\(ilJ:\l
task,

Because diffctwlt }Ilissi(ms Ill(lst Iw (Iiscll:lrgcd I)y \,xri~)ll\I.)11(1

ing-force clcnlcnts, there \vill I)c \’:lri:ltiolls ill tllcir :ltllifill~liillt
problcnls. N{)tlllit’sllt)rillal role C:III Iw forgt)ttcll \\lmII1)1.lllllill[:
antigucrrilln training. in gcncrill, fi)r trililling p~lrp(~scs, :t I)rt),i(l
division into three cntcfy)rics call Im Illtl(lc: infantqf :ln~l llool~s”
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operating m or with infantry; cwn)bnt service and support units,
:II}LI;lvintitm ground pcrsollllc]; and :Ivintit)n (ligll[ Ixrsonnel.

l;acl) of these groups needs a Aiflerent order of antiguerrilla
trnilling priorities. “1’lmre will never l)e enough tiule to train in

everything. Tile objective of every trnining plan Inust he to teach
in sequence tile subjects tlmt best prepare the pnrricular unit for
its prol)al)le role in gucrrilln \vnr.

Sonte antiguerrill:l subjects, of course, are needed by Marines
in all units. These include: intelligence briefings and psychologi-
cal illcloctrination; civilian control llleasures, cotll~terilltelligerlce,
:Ind security; small-unit defensive tnctics, especially of installa-
ti(ms; bivouacs find Im)tor convoys; physics! tr:lillil]g; and escape
and evasion.

In gucrrillit war, the best tactics can be negated by failure to
tc:wh the troops the f]roblenls, Impes, and fenrs of tile local popu-
I:ttion. Quoting Aim) ‘l”sc-tullg, “The people ;lrc the sea in which

gtlcrrillwi swiul.” A prilllc gucr[illil ol)jecrive \vould I)c to turn al]

tllc people against the Mfirine force. Misllllclerst:~Ilclillgs and rml-
~lt)ln reprisals w(~uld excite the vdry sitllntion tllc troops were sent
to suppress. In Russi:l, the Gerlllnlls Ic:lrncxl to their sorrow” that
IMI(Itrcatl])cnt of civilinlls tllultiplied gucrrillo e[fcctitcncss.

G(NM! illdoctrinnti(m aI)d strict (Iisciplil)e WOUI(lgreatly reduce
ottr prohlcms with civilians. I1owever, some gucrrilkt sympa-
(lli7.crs :Ind ptovocflterfrs \\(]tlld :Ilw’ays hc prcscl]t. ‘l”lIcy would
try to create disttlll)illlce!i \vl~ichall u;lits lllust I)c tr:lincd to sUp-
[,rcss. “[-IICstrictest security to prcvcllt Ieak:lge of Iililitary il~for-

Itl;ltion tl)ust also I)cstresscd, I)ecousc gucrrill;ls nln)ost 21\tvlys have

:111exccllel)t network of civil inn in forl)lers.

“1’llor(mgh grottndillg in (Icfensive t;~ctics is rcqilircd by all units
f:lciilg guerrillas. ‘1’llc illarinc c(~~llt)vlndcr con select the troops
ior {)ffcnsivc tasks; the guerrilla strikes :It tnrgcts t)f his o\vn choos-
ing. Alost often tllesc targets \vill be rwr-area facilities, motor
coIlvoys,” at)d tlw like. Every unit Inust be taught to defend itself
:Igninst sudden and violent attnck.

In guerrilla wmr, pl~ysical training has increased ilnportance.
l,ong distances often separate units. Motor n)ovement is often
di(Ticult and dangerous. ConltMt security patrols arc arduous, long



IInrchcs comnwn. All troops need the ;Il)ility T(J carry coil) l);](

and survival loads over (Iifficult terrain. ‘1’lley I}lust lenrn to Iivc
illld work on rcducc(i r:ltions, under prill)itivc conditions,” with

little sleep. Unit integrity is a must. In gttcrrilll \var nobo(iy call
bc]eft behind.

Ikc~pe and cvwion training is essential to all types of units.
[i) future, Marillcs \vill be traveling ltlt~rc al]d I)I(JIC I)y heli-
copter. OccasitJllally, Illese aircraft Inay crmli in a gllerrilla-
infested area. Ih~Ib crew and passengers n)ust have the l{now-ho\v
tomakethcir w:lysafely l,:lckto friel~dly positimls. Itoraging:ftmt
aid, dca(i reckol~ing, and IiIap reading are Imic skills in which all
Mnrincs rnwst become pl~)ficicnt.

111addition to (Ilesul]jccts already n]entioncd, soll)e ilSpCCtS of

counter guerrilla unining are of particular il])portance to infantry

troops. On thclll the burden of hunting do\~mtile guerrilla will
frill. A411ch of [I,c coll\cntion;ll” training of i[l[:llltry IMs alltigucr-

rilla application. “I”hepro blcln is one of emphasis.
Proficiency in (Iccp patrolling, anll)usl)cs, :Ind ct)(llltcrall]l)llsl~cs

Inust Ix stressecl. (Jllforttll}ately, it is difficlllt to support properly
field exercisesin tl]escsubjccts. Deep pattwls rc(lllirc large, varied
trai]ling areas, often unavailab]c to infantry I]:lttaliolls. lh)[ll
pxtrol and ambusl~ exercises require lligllly sk’illcd aggressors for
maximum training I)enefit. In the past, aggress(tr tactics Imvc oftctl
tended to reflect zeal in the role ilt tl)c cxl~cnsc of rcatistic im
struction.

one s(~lutioll to tllcsc problems \\ould I)e tllc crcntioll of di\~i-
sion patrol schools. If estilblishcd, however, SilCtJ SCll(lok” d)olltd

not t)c pcr]llittcd to destroy tactical integrity. Ilc\t results \vill bc
obtained if infnntry colnpntlies and plato{~ns l)II;lsc thr(}ugh tllc]tl
as units.

CcIltr:lli~c{t scll{)()]s ()rl)()t, all obS[:lCIC [() (“(lllSktCllt 1);111”(11011(1

i]l}lbttsl] training is found in our smnctilllcs \!jlg(Ic doc~rinc ;ln~l
Iild( (If 2deqUatC l“eferenCeS. COO(I Arllly R:ll]gcr I1]:IIIII:IIScxis{
but are hat-d to coll~e by. Up-to-date hlarinc (“;[)rps doctrillc is
lacking in son]c tactical areas. in 1940, ft)r illst:lllcc, tllc Al,r[i}),.
Corps Sfmdl Wars Afa71nai recommended an il]l]l]c(iiatc xssault I)Y

ambushed units. 1s this still our policy? 1f s(), :It \vllat ranges?
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For infantry units, survival tt-aining and Iow-level air-ground

cooperation need II)ore attention. ‘he goerrilla’s refuges are
lnountains, swalnps$ jungles, find deserts, Ilt SOCI1nrew, small units,
often operating il](lcl)clltlclltl.v, \\,oiIld Ilavc to I)unt Ilinl down.

hlnrioe infantry Illust learn to fend for itself, survive, anrf fight in
:111types of ~dverse terr:lin. (lmcurrently, stllall Ilnits Inust also
illq~rovc dlcir al)ili[y u) \vork with supp[)rtillg aircraft. To the
plato(m (q)crating indel)cl~(lcntly, n single hclicx)i)tcr Ioild could
I]lean survival, a single n(tack nircraft, victory. Silnple signals and
})rocc{lorcs most I)c \v{Jrkcd 0111- and pracricc(l. Patrol leaders,
incloding NCO’S, must learn to benefit from nir reconnaissance
of their intended routes.

Other special training prid)lcnls afiect tl~e infantry unit leader.
I:or Ilim, antig-ucrrilla wnr \\wuldrc[l(lirc a Incntal transition. His
tr~inillg has elnptlasized the rapid, violent, cohesive action re-
(]uircd for the nlllphil}iolls msnll!t. I%rticolarly when seelcing
guerrilla contact, hc IIlost Icartl to Illove dclil)crarcly, s(n)wrilncs
sacrificing speed f{~r secrecy. On occasion, he ll)llst accept 10ss
of contact with his sqtln(ls and fire tcalns, In the covert, dispersed
fornlatioos of the guerrilla hunt , ofIicers cannot bc everywhere,
th~ing evcrytllillg. I:ronl his personal experiellcc, tl)e writer can

testify that these lessons need to and can be Iexrncd in field

c~erc’iscs.
Our service and support units have antiguerri]la requirements

thot often differ from those of tlie infantry. In some ways, theirs
is the most difficult training task of all. They nlttst prepare to
discharge their nornlfll functions while silmltaneously fighting
tjf~ guerrillm,

They nlust work out detailed pr(wcdtlrcs for allocating Inen
Iwtu,ctm work al)d security tasks. I;lcxihle standard ,)pcrating
I)r(mcdorcs, cfll~~ll)lc t)f adjusting to wrryiog dcgrccs of threat,
Illitst bc set f(~rtll all(l tested. IICC:IIISCtrainiilg ti]lw for scrvicc
units is always meager, their tactical training should stress their
probable defensive role. Sec\lrity patrolling, ()~~tposting, road-
blocks, and convoy defense rather tl)no long-range combat patrols
should I]e emphasized.

Service/support units also need to give nmre attention to pm-
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sive defense. Mines, wire, field fortifications, and concefilll]cnt C;III
compensate for slmrtages of ]nanpowcr. Scrvicc troopssl}ollld” IIC
trained to fortify, mine , and wire in [Ilcir install:lti[ms quicl{ly.
Done properly, tllcsemeastlrcscan prcscl]t:lll cfrccti},e ol)shlclc to
surprise guerrillx attack.

The ;Illtigllcrrillil slrills required ofavi:lli{]ll (light pcrs(IIII)cl ;II-C

again (llfT’crcflt. l~(~rtun:ltely, nlost flight clews Invc Ixcll attcn~l-
ing e~i ,:llent esca])e ami evasion cmmscs for ycnrs. l~or Iwlicoptcr
crc\\fs, llo\vcver, SIICI} training ill tl~c (Illllrc slif)tll(l I)c Iwltl ill
c(mjullition \vitll gtxntnd units. In a cr:lsl], 11’()()pp;lsscngcrs ;lII(I
pil()ts ll,igllt tJotilsIlrvive. q`llec(Jllllllissi( )l]c[l ],ilot, I)ccatlsc ()( l~is
rank, I)}igllt bccollle the Iea(icr of an illlproltl])tll collll):lt forlll:u
tion. }Jistraini(lg dwuld gi\~cIliln coI)fi(lcncc ill I}is :11Jilit\f to Ic;I{I
it to Si’lfCty.

Othelw,ise, fligl, r-crcv tr:linitlg for ;llltig(tcr[ill;t [:]s1;s sI){)u I(I

Complcillcnt tl)flt {}f the inffilltr}r. ‘l-ccllllitlllcs ill\,{)l\)itl[~sill[:lc
nircraft ill support of ]Il:lto(m :Ind S(]ll:l(l p:ltl’ols IIl(lst I)c ])r:l(.-
ticed. l;xpericncc nlttst I)e gainc(i in rcspoll[lillg to the single
c011)llltlllicatio13s”s(]ch smali units can carr ,}. A grmtcicalof \vork
is necessary as WCII in the diflicult prol)lcIII of ;Iir dctccti{)ll ()(
guerrill:,s.

For all units, tile capstone of antiguerriil;l tr:]iniilg slwul(i be
it major comhine[i at-nls exercise. ideally, it slII)uld feature civilial)
controi problems nnd guerrillas in the~r nl(xt dangerous role-m
auxiliaries to regular enemy fo~ces. Such all exercise slmul~i last
at least seven days. In some previous nloncuvcrs, we have cw
hausted the troops in a brief perio(i anti el]dc(i tl]ecxcrcisc 0s oilr
renlistic coml)nt capability dtwppcci townrli Y.cro. WC u)ul(i j)oy :1

Ileavy price forneg]ectof thissort if it I)CU(}IIICSx Imijit.
C(mcurrcnt \tilll intcmificd tr:lillillg, \\c sl~ollld rcvic\\ :111

otllcr possit)ic :l\’(,llllCS fol” illlj)l( J\JClllUll[ ()( II!II :lllti~~[lcilill:l
u:ll):ll)ilil\~.(hlu t)l)\it)usly csscllti:ll sIcI) is III LIII~ldIC:111(1Icissltc IIIC
S}/)01/ Il;ws Ilf(7///ILl/. As :1 pnrailcl, \\Jcllligl~t \iell illcrcow Ilic
number of A4aril)e officers sent m olwr\cls tt~ tricll~!l~ ari[lic\
engage[i against gucrri]las.

If wc (io not altudy i~avc one, we IIs() IIcc(i :1 coIIlpletc c;It:I-
i()g~~e()findividl~al sl(ilis (]seful illcol]]t):lti[ ~ggtlcrrillas. Itsh)(ll(l
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he prepared on a Marine-Corps-\vide if not a nntional military
Ilasis. SUcll an inve!ltory should include interpreters, former area
residents, nnd lnen with specifil skills such as ll)ountfiin climbing,
clcscrt survival, and aninml packing. ‘1’he personnel listed should
I)e readily available on request l~y a Marine c(~tlllllallclercolnlnit-
ted to an antigucrrilla opcuttion.

Ilooklets colltilil}illg Ianguagc tips, Imsic area geography and
sociology, survival hil~ts, and the like c(NIld WCII hc prepared in
Ndvancc for potential ttxmble spots. on the squad level, they
would fill the vital orientation function now provicied staffs by
fornlal nrea studies, Probably the total cost for coverage of all
Iikeiy “hot spots” would bc less than that of a single tank.

Another cheap hut useful antiguerrilia tooi would be gained
I)y reactivating our war-ciog platoons. I)ogs have always proved
their worth in security anti tracking tasks. They are cheaper,
nml-e versatile, anti I)rcak {iown less often than sonle nc\v radars
which are designe(i for sin~ilar purposes.

More expensive but essentiai is a retlmvable ra{iio in the VHF
range for attack aircraft. In guerrilla war, tile number of deep
patrols at any one time n]ay far exceed the number of available
air-control parties. If air-ground ctm}munications are to be estab-
lisiled, attack aircraft need a ratiio that wili net with infantry
PRC-10 radios. Such n rildio would have a modest range and
\v(]ulLipresent a space prolllclll ft)r the carrying aircraft. It would,
l){)\vcver, provi(ie a vitai Iinic fro!)] plane to slna]l patrol tilat is
I;ow lacking.

Also useful lvoulci be tiille lnines that couiti i~c preset to deacti-
vate after a specifieci perioci. ‘l-his \voulci allow rear-area units to
Illinc thelllselves in \vithout creating an urgent nccci for mine
ClefllilllCC \vhell tl~e unit liisplaceti.

“l-he itenls {iiscusseti by I1Onlcans constitute an exhaustive list.
otlly the inlaginarion Iinlits the numi)er of new, tiesirai)le anti-
gucrrilkr tools. Ne\v gear itself, however, is not our Inost pressing
pt-oi)lem. What we Illust (io is critically exmnine our structure and
policies in rclntion t{) tlic rc{]uircnlcn[s of guerrilla \var. Wlwrcvcr
t)pimrtunity for in~pro\~cmcntexists, we silould grasp it.

l-he lllarine Corps I\as fougllr ,ylerrillas in sn]ali wars ~iuring



most of its existence. ‘roday, emphasis {JI~ offensive s~irit, the
individu~] fiqhting ,Marine, air-grotlnd tcqn]worl{, nnd austere
logistics lllillLCour Corps the nation’s idcnl c(l(llllclgltcrrill(l force.

Moderate refinements in training, tecllni(llics, :lnd e(luipn)cnt
can make us even tni)re effective in tl]~t I(JIC. ‘1’IICSCndjustlncmts
can he made without detriment to otllcr Alfirinc (“l)rps Illissions.





Combat Helicoptersin Algeria

MAJOR HILAIRE BETHOUART

‘1’Iic IWW \V:lY to cxl)loin French usc of helb)ptcrs in Algerin is

to tliscuss S[)IIICtyl)icnl cxnlnplcs. \vlm-e helicopters were a deter-
Illinit]g f:~ct{~r ill the issue of tile battle, In such a war, the need
for fnst, :Iccllr:ltc illfornlation” is vital. When a few troops arc

scattcrcd in a very Inrgc country, it is necessary to know when
znd where to linti the enemy. Helicopters can be, aud are, used
in securing this infotxllation. In a zone where finding rebeI troops
is I]ighly prol}ahie, SIIMI1 helicopter-borne units often perform
sollics to obtain or to confirm their location.

I Iaving first-class information, the compnny commander can
set up n plan of hattlc in which helicopters, when available, will
:Il\vays play the main role because they cm reach almost any
point quicker then the rebels. Here are four typical kinds of
iiclicopicr opcrntions:

1.’ Enveloping and In:lneuvering by air,

2. A quick, unplatll]ed change in the area

3. Speedy action when using helicopters.
-1.‘l;llll Sir-l){wnc :tcti(m in a desert area.

of maneuver.

1. I;nvclopin<q ami AI(lt)ettvcring l)y Air. On January 3, 1958,
tllc c{)imnnndillg ()~ccr of the Twenty-second infantry Regi-
lllcnr rcccivcd in forllmtio!l” th;lt a colnpany-siz.c rebel element wns

I,)c:ltctl in tl~c {;lIilntg[)~IIIM Yralley, living in caves. The CO decided
to circle the stlsl}icitms nrcn the next morning find to search the
l’:lllcy \\~itl\all flVilil:llllC lllCanS. The valley is about five miles long
nn(l t\i’1) lnilcs \\’i{lc.‘1’hc floor is at 4,OOOfeet. The top is 7,000
feet. “1’IIc tcrrnin is rocky am] brgken.

260



The comll~nnllcr I)nd cigl)t coinpal)ies c:]rcf~]lly COIIII)tlw arc.]

The action stat-ted at (MOOwith tl)c l:)n{lil~~ of tl)rcc c~)l]ll):ll]ic,
on the. crest of tllc I)jcl)cl Fatx)oun to I)l{)cl{ II)c ci]cll)y ’s 1101111~1II

escape route. At the sanlc tilllc, tlircc c(]l)]l]:lllics startul to l’lillll)
the right side of the vnllcy and rmc colllpany I)cgan cli]l]l)ing ~]]~
left side. Anotllcr c[)l])pany was ii] rcscrvc will] tl)c Ilclicoplcl},
ready to join the Imttlc when needc~l. At 1000,” tl~c CIC1lWI]IS(III
the right side Iocatctl a[ltl opened fire 011 IIIC rcl)cls.

The rebels fled {lo}tn the valley to tl~c west. Itl]mcdiatcly, I IIC
CO sent his hclicopwr rcscrvcs to the heights w’cst of the v:lll,j.
Tl]c rchcls, stlrr(luntlcd in a sl)rinking arm, tric~l to light tl](:it

vay out of tlw t~ct. Ullft)rtunatcly, this lV:IS in Jnntlary. ‘1’llc (l.I}J
wm short, an(l the ct)llllxlt c(mld not l)! catlcd ofT I)cff)rc I)igllt
fall, The companies tried to maintain contact duril]g tlw night I)y
using aerial flares. Tl~is was not completely succcssf~]l, lIo\vcvcr,
and the remainder of the enemy unit v:lnislmd during tl~c l~igl\[.
The success of the operation, though not cwllplcte, was due 0111)

to the helicopters, which allowed tl~c cx)rlll)landcr to I)lotl,
quickly the road the enemy wanted to USC.

2, Unplanned Chunge in the A~efi of hffi)~clrucr. Sil~l\lll:ll~c
ously, eighty miles east in an area near -1’cl)cssa, tllc co of Ill{

sector received word thnt a rcbci unit colllill~ frt)lll ‘1’llnisia \\:l\
resting for a u,l}ile in the rougl} nl(}~lllt:lillolls’i~tca cnlle{l IIaflliill:ll
Gucrr-n. I-lc ill]ll)cdiatcly dccidcd to (Indcrtnhc nn oi)crfitiol)” 1(J
mop up this nrea, Al)t)ut nine companies, two arlllorcd squaclrol)i,

and an H-2 1 colnpany were involved ill the operntion. Tl]c ~rc:l
is about six nlilcs wide rind ten miles I(mg. After having circlc(l

the suspicious zone, using only land llicnlls, tllc Ilall)in]flt GIIcrr:l

was completely cond)ed witlmt finding anyrlling hut snlall ICIJCI
elements flushed out five miles to the nortliwcst I)y tlkc illcolniil~!
troops earlier in the lllorning.

At noon, ~ftcr the search wns over, tllc C() (Icci(lcll to 111:11{~
a COlllpillly-SiZC rcconnoissancc in tllc Ilills five Illilcs so~]tll\vcsl.
Around 1500, this unit met head on with an i[]qx)rtant rcl)(l
element. Immc(liatcly, the comnmn(!cr jlllllped into Ilis llclic[~]]l~”r
and flc\v to\\fardthe fight \\~hilche alerted l~cliu)plcrs allfl rcscI\ I
troops. At 1700, four companies were alrea(ly transportc{i l))
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helicopter, circling the rebel position. The assault force \\I:Is
landed and tllc rchcls dcstroyctl heforc darl{ncss.

What means, (Jtl~cr then hclicoptcrs, could have pcrlt;itrcd 1tic
cmmnandcr to cntch up \vith an n(lvcrs:lry ~vllo was I)ot foun(l ill
tllc planned ktttlc nrcn?

3. Specliy flctio)l lVhcn Using Hclicoptcr>’. [n :1 rcll)otc ilr(o

on the very ri[ll of the %har:l Desert, tllc colllnmndcr of tllc Aill
llcidn sector rcccivcd accurate an(l timc]y infornulti(m 111:11;I

transient rcl)cl unit conling from “1’unisia ww+[Iuc to iw+t in 1IIC
Djchel Tarf during the second wech of j:ltl~l:lry. ‘1’hc in’forlll:lt if}l~
spccificd tl~c cs:wt vnllcy where they \\’crcsll~qmsc(l to stop.

‘l”:lrf Momlt:lin, stnll~ling like n Illilsllr(]olll ill tllc desert, is isf)
I:ltcd, It is tcn ]Ililcs fron~ the nearest poi[lt wllcrc Irrcncll clcllw[lts
are stationed, thirty miles from the first ilnpotnnt I?rcncl\ ]Misl.
It is, moreover, n beautiful ohscrvation post.

The CO dccidccf to set up a fast, combined hclicx)ptcr all[l
motorized in fxntry opcrntion whicl] was schcdilled to store :It
1500 on January 1(). The unusual scl~cd IiIc wm htendcd to t;lkc

maximun] ndvn[lt~gc of the clclnent of sul-l)rise. At 1430, tl~c (il.(
ccllelon of a pnrfitroop con)pnny was ]Iicl(c(l lip I)y Iwlicoptcl :1{
1A Meskiana, thirty nlilcs smlthcast of the ‘Iilrf, 011(1lal]tlc~l l!
1S00 on n prcscrihcd spot.

At 1455, a t\\()-c()llll>:ll~y-size cIN~v(Ij’ Icft C:lilr{)lwrt, tell i))il(,
north, and rushed df)wn toward its prc(lcsign:ltc(l ol)jcctivc. ‘1 II(
first paratroop elcnlcnt s\\rcrcengngc(l, il)llllcdi:l(cly after lnll(lil~~(,
in hard fighting against strong oppositi{m. “[”he Sccon(l Sllllttlc 01
helicopters could not Innd at the prcvi(ms location, and \\:I>
directed townt-d d(mlimtting heights onc Itlilc n{)rtllcnst. ‘I’ll,}
nwrc co]l]pnnics were succcssfLllly IIIII{Ic{I ill this nrcn, wllilc III(

Iirst clcmcnts I]cld the rcl)cls Im ;Ilcir l)osition.”

At 1600, all clcn)cnts, air-l)ornc an(l Illotoriz.c(l,” were on IIIC SI)I)I

and started crushing cncn}y positions.” “I”l)rcc msnults were (Icliv
ercd during tl~c next Iwur. At 1815, tllc Iigllt \\’:lsi)vcr. “I”licJ-eh(l,
all were killed or t:llic[l prisoner. fr;lri~ltr+ nn]lamcmts, itlcllldill~i
thirteen machine guns, nineteen :ul)ll}acllinc guns, and a trclllc[i
dous amount of supplies nnd cquiplllcnt were c:lpture[{.

Speed was tllc Iicyn<)tc of this (y)ctx(iol]. Only three INnlls ;}I){I

fifteen minutes \\’crc nccessnry to llcstroy n strong rcl)cl II[lit



tlctcctcd thirty-odd nliles from the Frcncll ll~:lio position. During
tllc figl~t, air f~]rcc and n~vy fighters gave tl~c ground forces
CI(NCand strong support.

4. !;uI1 Air-hntc Action in a Desert A re~. N(~~vlet us go farther
wmtl~to a desert arcn where oil fields were fo~lnd a few years ago.

onc day (l~lring the winter of 1958, two tc:ll~~sof oil drillers
and tlwir Iigllt cscx)rt \vcrc slaugl~tercd ill nl] awn which was sup-
INNCXII() [JC rnl [Ier qtiict. A few d~ys afrcr (l~is nction wits re-
l~f~r[ctl, further inf{)rnmtiim indicated a rebel (Init of about 200

Il)en \t’:N strolling :Ilf}l}g II {Icsert sand area nhotlt 200 nlilcs long
:111(1 I50 Il}ilcs \\Ji(lc.

“[-here was m) possibility (If ground reconnaissance in this Irea.
The mission was nssigned to an aerial reconnaissance team. Mean-
\\’hilt, a task force mfide up of a paratroop battle group, a heli-
Clq)tcr’ company, various types of cargo plnncs, and a fighter
s(lll:l({ron was set (tp nllci I)nscd 00 the main airfield of Timimoun.

‘1’hc rccxmnaissal~cc Illission was rather diffic~llt. To find sev-
crnl platwm-size units in all area covering 20,000 square miles wm
j~lsr al)(~[it Iilic fin{ling a nccdlc in a haystack. Navigation was a
pr{}l)lcll), t(m, Notllillg is nmt-e like a sand dune than another sand
(Iunc.

1,-19’s \vcrc ,)rgonim(l in tcoms of two, c{)lll)lcd \\’itl~all air
f[jrcc t\\’ill-engine I-cc(mlmissance plane. Tl]e L- II)lS acted m llunt-
itlg [logs, flying at low ~ltitodes around the sand hills, trying to
Iill[l cl\Ics l~f ct]cl)}y activities. Tile nir force ])l:lnc was tl}c big
Im)tlmr, {l~lillg :111tllc Ilavigating, ,WIIJ dircctitlg tl~e L-19’s as a
Iltttltcr <vf)ttld direct l~it dogs. Tllc aircraft zctcd as a radio relay,
:Itld \\(asc~ltlippc(l witl~ I])any rescoc dcviccs in cmc of emergency.

\!’lIcn {Inc 1,-19 did (iml a CI(IC, l)ig brotl~cr called for the heli-
~x~l)tcrs, \\llicll I:lndc{t o (\\,o-platofm ground rec(mnaissance unit
{111:1sl)ccilicti Ialldillg zone. At tllc sallle tilllc, froill the main base,
:lir ft~rcc wrgo plai]cs took” off I(xrdcd \vitl} ]):lratroopers, anti
\\erc \\ai~illg[Jvcr rl)c :Ircn. If gr~)und rcconnaissollce did find the
cnc]tly, tl]co the Ixlra( r(~f)pcrs \vcrc to bc cfroppcd. As the battle
(Icl,clt)lw(i, Ilclico])tcrs \\crc used agoin to pick II]) ground forces
;III(I I() I:lo(l tl~clll {H] ploccs l)cttcr located. This allowed the com-
l]];}i~(lcr I() Cnvcl(]l) tlw rcl)cls tightly and to spcc({ the fight.

(j{,ltll~:lt [jf IIlis I<itl(l is long anti hard for I)(}tll men and ma-



tdriel. Nearly five \veeks were neccswr y tf) search carcfllliy IIIC
20,000 square miles. Two major fights occurred. %veral hclic{)]J-
ter-borne ground reconnaissances were cf)nductcd prior 10 c,](II
major fight. Two-thirds of the rebel force was dcstroyc(l; II)c
remaining third vanisheci in the desert. Sol(liers sc;ltterc(l ill(iivi(l -

ually, trying to join a rest camp in Al{]roccan territory at l~i~~li[~,
some 130 lnilcs north.

TI)CSC fcw cx;]l))plcs do not prf)vi{ic :1 colllplcrc I]i$tllrc ~)( I]ic
missions assigned to helicopter ullirs il] Algcri;l.’ ‘l”lwy arc, hlI\\-
ever, typicnl of rotltinc opcrfiti(ms cnrricxl (m d:lily, ‘l-lICy illllh-
ttwte some of the Icssons wc Icarncd fr{)lli pl’CVi(JllS ()])C1-;lti()l)S,

Althougl] any type of combat unit call be helicopter-lifted, [ IIC

best use of transport helicopters will t)c nchievcd if they nre \Isc(l
for the lift of specially trained and cquip])c(! troops. Very (~ftc[l,
soldiers I:indc(i by helicopter close to the rcl)cls arc iii~tllc(liiltcly
involved in Iocol, somctilllcs unc(mtrollc~l, Iirc fights of tl]c glI(i-

ri]la-warfare type.
In Algerin, tmnsporc helicopter Ililits arc very often c(j~ll~lctl

with an infantry unit thlt is well trnincd and ndill)tcd to rl]is kill(i
of fighting. “I”hesc are usu~{tly air-hornc troops. I’aratroopcrh” ,IIC

familiar with shock action, well cq(lil)pc(l with Iigllt, p(I\vcI I (Ii

arnlnnlent and all sorts of ra(~io sets. OfTicers ;ind N~()’s ;)] c

numerous and their basic t-raining is pcrfcct]y a(l;lptc(l to IISC I)(

helicopters.

~~llcn the salnc helicopter Conlp;illy works frc(lucnrly \\i[ II I 1,(

sn]Ilc t)attlc groups, ne\v and invisil)lc I)ollds arc ccl)) cnrc(l for I IIC

benefit of all. Mutual tlll~lcrst:~lltlill~, all{l a c[)ll]lni~ndcr cs~)c I i

cnced ill employing hclicxpcrs, :lI”Cof IILlllost I)cllcfit \\’llcll 111(’
Ixtttlc rcacl]cs its clilllox. .4chievcll~cl]t (If tllc <ll)iccti~~e is fil, ili
tntcd becnosc tile cx)lnll);lmler caIl give Ilis orders ‘in :1 fc\v sill)l,lc

\vords over tllc rociio, ~iitl~ msuml]cc (Il:lt IIC \\’ilii)c u[l(icrsl(~(~{l
I-lciicoptcr uilits in tile i{ill[i (1F\v:lr f{)(lgilt ill Algcri:l Illllst III,{

i)c tic(i cio\\I) I)y a prcplflnl}c{i scl]c(iulc. Nor [Illlst tiwy Ilc IL
quire(i to ask l~ighcr con}l]mnci ccl~clons for :lllthority t{) lilitc f~lT

Tile hcst tc:ll]l for Aigcrio is n Imtlle grolii~ of p:lr:itl-~)tl]J~lS
c(~upled witl~ x helicopter cmnpm~y. i iciic(q}tcrs give ti)c imlII(.
group (X) csscntiaily tile moi)i]ity an(i Ilcxii)iiity ilc ncctis 10
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c{)pc with the vnrying situations he may have to face at any
Illolllcnt.

1t \vw gcncrnll y found that helicopters, except for particular
rcmt)ns (stlcl) m I)locking action in a broken terrain), should not
I)c ilscli at the I)cginning of an action when information about
Illc cllcllly is still VilgllC. Ilather they should be kept in reserve
fi]rf~lrtll~r tlccisivcnc(i(}l~. 13cfore using hishelicopters, the corn-
IIlat)dcr sl](mld try, vi:~ ground forces and aerial observation, to
Vclify find :lqyellt inforn)ation. When he kno\vs the approxi-
Inarc position” and nullll)er of the enemy, and after having studied

Ilw tcrr:lil) carcflilly, I)c cnn then .commit his helicopters accord-

il)g to tlwsal]lc Inviic principles that an armored infantry battalion
txnlllmmder would have used in 1944,

Using helicopters in a ground maneuver requires from the
c[~illmandcr and his subordinates some indispensable qualities.
“1’l~cscare: speed of decision; keen understanding of the situa-
rif)n; boldness; illlnginntion,

I.ocI{ of [me of these qualities will cause inlmediate disorder
and loss of tilllc, lllcn, Ilmney, and efficiency.

Itl using helicopters in Algeria, many problems were en-
c{)~lntcrcd. The major (NICSwere liaison and safety. In a relatively
SIII:III arc~, there \\~crc1.-19’s carrving out observation missions or
:I(ljllstitlg arrillcry fire: light heli&q~tcrs for staff Iiaison or medic
c\’ac~latit)m; 11-21’s mrrying troops; H-19’s mrrying resupply;
‘1”-6’s frolll tlw air force for light close support; Corsairs frmll
IIIC navy, and ;lir Iorcc jets for heavy close slipport; sometimes
11-26’s f;)r \~cryhc:I\,v cltw w pport; and last, tl}e Broussard from
(Iw air f(]rcc for Ica[iing fighter strikes.

‘“1’bougheverybody isstlpposed to fly at a prescribed altitude,
cw)rdinntion is quite often difficult. The aircraft belong to three
llilrcrcl~t wrviccs ot]d rlwrcfore nre not fitted and used the same

\\’ay.

‘if) S(dvc dlC l) IOI)ICIII, [IIC Alouette was equipped for use as a
11)’ing (;1’ I)Y Ilic cotllltlall(lcr. ‘l-his was successful to a degree.
“I:l)c Al,)tmt~c is a Iiltlc too” slwtl] to hold evcrytl)ing and every-

I)()(IY nccdcd. ‘1’IIc Alollctlc 111, however, should makea suitahlc

c(III)III:lnd helicopter.

Iltlt tl)c trlle solution is to have all the aircraft involved in the



ground fight belong to the same scrvicc, al~d therefore fittc[l III(S
same way and having tlw same chnnncl of col]lnl~nd, “1’hc I:rc[~[ll
Air Force, tlwugh, is very reluctant to give Ilp nircraft. Arlll)
aviation was devclt)pcd only m a KCSlllt of tllc wars in Ill(locllill;l
and Algeria.

Safety in using hclic[)ptcrs in the I)ilttlc flrca is a great C(JII

tern. When lnllding hchind the Ctlcll]y lil)c, you never lilll l\\
whether or not yollr Iall{ling zone \vill t)c CIC;II- of cllcll)y foru(~.

Your olrservatif)n airpl:tlw tllay tell you Ill:lt tltc ;IIC3 is ~lcar WII(I]

it is not. Arzths arc very good at caIIM)Iiilagc. WIIcn nt-tillcry :111(1

air force figl}tcrs :Irc :lv:lilnl)lc, yt)ll [II:IY rc(lllcst st)i]lc Ifill(l t)l’
ncutralizatirm fire prior to Imding, I)ut you (lo Ilot alw;lys ll:l\u
these means. .%metilncs speed is uf pril)lnty illlportonce and yl I(I
do not have enough tin~c for such prcpnrntion. Even if yell call
use all these means, a gap always rcl]lai[]s I]ctwccn the CII(I 01
neutralization fire Ind the first landing of tl]c Ilcliu)l)tcrs. ‘1’llii i~

enough to allo\v our adversaries to sI)()()L down Ilclic(q)tcrs \vliil(’
they land.

The first solution thought almtrt ~vts to xrlll the first Iwlico])lct
that landed. 11-2 I’s \\~erefitted wit]] four Illaclline gui)s 011(1
thirty-eight 68-Innl. rucl{ets. During the final approach prior t{)

landing, this twlicopter W:IS sul~posc[l t{) sweep tile lnl~ding ~.[)11(
with machillc-gull fire and r!)cl{ct l)l~lsts and to UI]I(M(l Ilis tl-(~ol~~
“ill tile sil)ohc uf tllc explosions. “ ‘1’llis was rcliahle, I)llt WIWIIst]
equipped the IH-2! could not c:lrry anything hut the pil{)~s.
Therefore, we were, Inissing our goal :lnll wasting x carg[~ llcli -
copter. So we looked for something else.

The next solution was tu arnt the Aloucttc helicopter. It is ii
good, rugged, and powerful aircraft. It \vm nrl]led with t\\t)
containers, each onc Imving eighteen or thirty-six nwkcrs of I7

11111)., according to the Itlissionc ‘1’l)c 37-111111.is a IIc\v I<ill<l{)1
tx)ckct-very rclial)]c.

Ant)tllcr pl-ol)lcll) was wfcty for tl~c l)l:{tlc itself :Ilid [IIC cI-cii.

~Vc tried to ill~l)r(~vc il. All lI]c 11-21’s nrc II{)\v (ittc(l \\/itl~:IIilI~
n~ntic-sc:llillg r:lt~lis. “1’llcy :lrc oftcll I)cccswry. \Vc :I,IO1)IC(I 1

regulation [Ilaliillg it Iiulll(l;ltory to Imvc t\vo {l~l;llificd ])il{)ls CVIII

in the small Ilclicoptcrs. In case onc is kitlc(i, IIlc {)tlwr C:]II I)riill,,.
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I)ack tile nircrnft. ‘l-l}at has Imppe[)ed. crews are required to wear

flak suits and their seats arc now armored. This particular feature
saved mnny lives.

All these soluti{ms (t{) which were added a fc\v regulations
c[mcerning rules of flight) proved very successful. Despite a
stca(ly increase in hours of flight, our losses dccremed regularly
(Itlril}g tllc Ixlst tllrw yc:lrs:

III 1957, 56,()()() hours were flown by helicopters in combat

operations” and 62 helicopters were hit. Nine crew members were
killed and 4 wounded.

Ill 1958, 64,000 hours were flown hy helicopters and 50 were
hit, I)ilt only 5 crew men)hcrs were killed.

in I 959, 66,000 hours \vere flo\vn by helicopters, 35 were hit,

~ crc\v !I)enlhers were \\wunded, find none were killed.

It is interesting to colllpare losses tlmt occurred during the
S:IIIICti!ne to the fixed-\ving (Jv+crvatioll airplanes:

1!1 I957, rougl]ly 120,()()0 Imurs were flown by army fixed-wing

over the Imttleficlds and 158 were hit. Of the crew members, 8
\vere killed nod 11 were \\/ounded.

in 1958, 14.5,000 hours were flown and 201 airplanes were hit.
‘1’l\ere were 9 crew nlellll)ers killed and I7 wounded.

In 1959, 150,000” hours were flown; I06 nirplancs were hit, 7

Crctt’ Illcllll)crs \\Jcrckillc[l, ail[l 9 wounded.

/\ll:llysis of tlwsc d:l(:l slIi)\vs that for tlw sal]lc ntltlll)er (If Iwurs
of flight, t\vo helicopters were hit as conlparecl with three air-

l)l:lncs, ““l”hc explanation is that helicopters in Algeria are highly
\~ulneralJlc during the approach anti landing. Compared to the
Icngth of fliglit, this is n vcrv slmrt period of tillle. ‘1’he solution

\vc worked tmt to illlpt-ove securitv in this phase proved suc-
Ccssf(ll.

on the other hand, ohser\ultion airplanes are often obliged to
fly over enclny troops to control their Inovement and to give
tile cmllnmndcr tile latest in forlnation a\railable. Mnny planes are
Ilit while mnrking targets with snwke devices. Therefore, it is
true to say that light airplanes are I)mre vulnerable than heli-
cxq]tcrs in \varfare of the type fought in Algeria.

WC hnve learned llulny rllings in Algeria as for as army avia-
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tion is conccn]cd. l%rt of this expcricncc \\OLIl(l [lot ;t~)j)ly ill

finotl]cr tlvcatel of opcmtion. A411ch of wllnt \vc Imrnc(l, IION-

ever, \\’illI)c v;llid ill any situqtion. Onc tllillg is clmr: I Icliul)ptcrs
used I)y :1 I{(X 11 co IIII II:iIIAcr ill :111 :lj)prol~ri; )(c silll:llioll :Irc :1
deterlnining f:l(:tor in tllc tichievcmcnt of il IIlissit)ll.



Srnall-UnitOperations

MARINE CORPS SCHOOLS

1, (J1lN1lRAI,
it. Scope. Oper:ltions ilgisinst guerrillas nre clulr;wtcrized by

:lggressivc SlllLlll-Ullit aCtions, ‘1’hcy are conducted hy nunlermts
squods, plntoons, Olltl coll}p:lnics (q)erntillg cmltillu:llly through-
(mt the guerrillil :Irc:l. “1’llis :Ippcldix c(mt:lins tlw t:lctics and
techniques enlploycd hy these units. All s!lulll-ullit Ic:ulers :Imi
(Iwir nlen sl~(mld thotxmghly undcrstnnd tlw contents of this
appendix. It inclu{tcs estxl;lishing n pnrrol Imse, pntro]ling,
ntt:wking 2 gucrrill:t C;tllll), mIIIAIcs, cotllllcrilllll)[lsll :lction,
:Ind search procedures.

1). Exilmple. To SIWW tile inqwrtnncc of slmlll-unit opern-
tiims, two exnn]ples arc given: a[l opcr:ltiun cx)llductcd in
August, 1954, in the Philippines nnd an operiltioll” in 195+–55

in Nf;llayit.

(i) ‘rlw Alert Plnt(,ot,. C,~tl,](crg\lcrrill:, opcrati,ms were
colductcd I)y tllc l>l~ilippinc Arllly dtlring tl~c pcrimi of
I946-60. ilcgitlllillg in Sciwclllbcr, 1950, tl]rotlgll pcrsonai
Ic:l[iershii) :m(i increasc(i intelligence eflorts, collcentrlted
offensives were inuncivxi. once {iisperseci, tile guerrillas were
gul~iualiy ilunteci ci(}\vn i)y snlnli units.

“l-ypic:]i of the Slllilii-tlllit response was tllc ;Iction of tile

:llcr( plntoon” of the Sc\~cntcentll 11~~ (iktttniion Conlbat

“1’c:lI1l) in ti~c vicinity of Alal]iin, August 16- I7, 1954. About
llli~inigllt, :In intciligencc agent reportcci the presence of tcn

fylcrrilins bivotl:lci(cci in :1 ilut, prepnring for Iul :Ittaci{. lnl-
Incciiatciy, ti~e alert plntoon was ciisixitci~c[i in a vei~icle to
:1 point ;Ibout :1 Illiie siwrt of the hut. With t\vo civiiian
guides, tile pi:ltoon prwccc(ic{i on foot to tile t)i]jcctive. Tile
tcrr:lin anti :1 fuii inootl f:lvortxi (ilcir nlovclllcnt. “l’rails to
tlic imt were cfisiiy foIio\vcd.
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Abuut 2! IO yards from the objtxtive, tlw plat(]on Icndcr
(Iivided hi> platoon into two groups and gilvc ilwtructions.
At 0430, August I i’, the first group ndvollced toward the
(Ibjcctive } ,,lli]c Illelllbers of the Scrmlld gI{)tlp pf)sili{jncd
tllelllselves :Ilrmg tllc guerrillas’ avenue of witl\(lr3wal (H1the
right flank of the ol~jecxive. % that meml]crs of tllc nssault
group cotIli deliver ,1 l~rge volume of fire, they forlllcd i[lto
sl{irmisher~ about sixty ~~ardsfrom the ol)je[. tire. ‘[”IIcguer-
rilla sentry opened fire, hut was inm]ediatc]y I{I1{K1{c(I (Iotvn.
A fire figl, t with tile g(lcrrillas in the Illlt cx,l~tinucd for
about twcllty minutes fil~d then they l)rokc cxmtnrx. At-’
tell] pting to witl)(lr;]w, tl)cy were shot l)y rl)crrll)crs of the

second grf]llp fror]l tlmir arllbusll p[witif)ns.
(2) “Ol~eration N:ISSOU.”During the pcri{,(t 1’)48 -60, the

British c[)rl(lucted Itrany diffic~llt t)i}ernti{jr]s ill Nl:llay:l Ily
1951, tllc I{ritish forces cstablisl~cd w’cll-{lcfii)c;l (~l]jcctivcs
an(l thcll [)cgitn tllcir C(){irltcrgl]crrill:r olwr:]li(~rl.

Victory in this cwunterguerrilla opcr:lti(~rl is pri]]laril}~/
attributed Io good intelligence work, eficc[ivc c(jr]llllullic:l-
tions, r:lpid deployrllent of troops, :Irld f{)td(’oi]trx)l lllcm-
urcs. Rapid deploy~llent was xchievcci I)y tlc]]l(~yirlg srual]
units in i):lttalion-c{) ]~trc)ll{,cl operations.

operati(~ti Nassatr, tyl)ical of tl~e Ixltt:lliol]-sixc f)l)cratiol]s
ir~ 1!4alaya, I)egall in I)cccrllbcr, 1954, arlcl CI1l!CIIill Scptclll-
twr, 1955. “l-he South S\vnnlp of Kualfi 1,:llrg;rt ct)vcrs on area
of over 100”square r]liles. [t is a tirWsc jtlllglc Ivi[l] trees trp to
150 feet t:lll w,l]erc visibility is Iirnitc(l to :Il){]lrt thirty \TnrLk.
A ftcr scvcrfil :}ssiissir]~ltiolls, a IIritisll I)att;llion lv:ls as;ignc(l
to tllc nrca. U(KKIct)rltroi was acllicvcl! tl]lt~llgll 2 syslcrll of
rotioning, convoys, gnte checks, and scarcl]cs. OI]U corrl]xlny
began opcrntif)rls in the swamp aimut IXxxl]ll)cr 21, 1954.
011 Janllary 9, 195$, full-scale tactical {)lwr:ltions I)cg:ln;
artillery, nmmm, :Ind aircraft hcgan lmr:lssii~g (ircs in SOIIIII

Sv’amp. Originally, the plar] \\’as to holr]i) :ln(l shell tllc
sltamp dily and night so that the tcrmrists ltoul(l I)c llr-ivcn
{Jut into :Ii)]bushcs; I]ut tllc terrorists were tvcll prc]x]rc(i to
stay indefinitely, I~ood pot-tics catl]e ollt twcasi{)r]olly, I)llt
tllc civil popukrti(m \\’as t(x) afraid to rclj{)rt thcrll.
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Plans \\wrcIllfdificd; Immssing fires were reduced to night-
tillw t)nly. /lIIIINIdws continued and I);ltrolling inside the
su’illl)p W:IS illlcllsi(ietl. Opcr Otionsi)f IIiis nature continued

for tttrcc IIN)IIIIN \vitilt)ttt results, I:inally on March 21, an

:lII)I)usI1 })ar(y, nftcr forty-five hours of waiting, succeeded
in killin~ t\\’o of eight terrorists. The first two rcd pins,
signifying kills, :ll)l)c:lrc({ 011 the operatio[)s” map, and locnl
mtn”alc rose :1 Iittlc.

Anotl)cr Illonth prosed before it was learned that terrorists
were Illaliillg n cont[lct inside the swamp. One platoon estith-
Iislw:l illl mI)l)Nsh; onc terrorist appeared :llld was killed. May
prosed without n contact. In June, a clvmce meeting hy a
p:ltr(]l aaxmntcd for m~e lcilled and onc captured. A few days
liltCr, nftcr four fruitless days of patrolling, one platoon en
route to can)p ::ccountcd for two n]ore terrorists. The Num-
hcr ] terrorist in the nrea surrendered anti reported that food
cfmtrol \v:Isw cfrcctivc that one terrorist Ilad been murdered
in n (](lnrrcl l~\Jcr fold.

On July 7, t\\o :ldditi{mal companies \\’creassigned to the
area; patrolling and Ilarassing fires were intensified. Three
terrorists surrcn(lcred and one of them led a platoon patrol
to tile tcrtwrist Icncier’s camp, The patrol attacked the camp,
killing four, including the leader. Other patrols accounted
for four nwrc; hy tl)e end of July, twenty-three terrorists
rclllaincll ill the swan)p with no food or communications
with the (mtside world. Restrictions 011 the civil population
Were lifted.

“[”his was tllc n:lttlre of operations: 60,000 artillery shells,
30,000 rounds of l]mrtar ammunition, find 2,000 aircraft
I)(nnl)s for 3$ terrorists killed or captured. I!nch one reprc-
scntc({ 1,500 IImn-(l:tys of patrolling or waiting in ambushes.
“NOSSOU”\vm cx)nsidcred a success, for the end of the emer-
gency wns onc step nearer.

2. I;.S”l’AIII.IS1 IING A PATROL BASE
n. Gcncutl. ‘1’() cf)vcr the entire area of gtlerrilla operations,

it is (IstI:llly Ilcc”ws:lry t(t cstnl)lisl~ telnporary pfitrol bases solnc
{Iist:lllcc f;t)lll tlw Imrcnt Imscs. ‘I”emporary pntrol bases arc



established I)y cmnpai~y or smaller unirs and occupied f~ll”:1
few days or ICSS.

b. I)cccption, A pot rf)l I)osc is sccrcrly occlll)ictl. Sccrccy is

Illaintained by pr:lcticil]g dcccptiol~ tcclu)i(lucs tlult ilrc care-

fully planned, I>cccption plans should include the follo\ving
crmsidcrations:

( 1) If possil)lc, tllc IIiarch to the base is cooductcd nt nigllr.
(2) The txmtc selcctecf avoids centers of population.
(3) If ncccssary, local inhabitants Inet hy tile patrol ill

remote arcfis arc detained.
(4) Inlwihitants of arcw that cmmot hc mwidcd are dc-

ccivcd by the mnrching of troops in a dirccti(m that indimtcs
the patrol is going to some other arcz.

(5) Scouts operate forward of rlw Illaill lxdy of tlw
patrol.

(6) IImcs arc lo~i~tcd hcyond orcas that nre patrt)llc(l
chtily.

(7) If fircsnrc ncccssflry, slnokclcss fllcl isl)tlrnc(ld
(8) Nornlnlly, not mot-e than one trail slmuld Icad ii]tt)

the base and it should he camouflaged and guarcieti.
(9) Tile ixwc is occupied as quicl{iy and quietly m lms-

sible. Security is established beyon(i sight an(i souild Iilnits
of the base.

( 10) TIIC route to tile base is sclcctc(i I)y (lSC of photos,”
Illaps, groun(i and treriai reconnaissance.

( 11) If practical, the patroi Icncicr lllnl{cs an aerial rccoll-
naisstmce.

(12) Terrain features tilat fire cmiiy i[iclltiiicci arc sclcctc(i
as chcch points and rest breaks.

(] 3) I]aily acriai ond gro(tnd reconlmissallcc is colltil]~lcti.
If necessary, other cover operations can bc contiucteci.

c. I.ocatillg tile lhse.
( I ) Its site must be chosen so tt}at tllc patrol can carry

out its assigne(i IIlission.
(2) It Ilt[lst l~c sccrct and secure. A Ixltr(ll oi)crating fr{~lll

n Imsc uI)l{Ilt)\\fIlIt) (Iw cnc[ny illcrc:lscs (Ilc pi)tsil)ilily ()(
gucrriiia c[)tlt:lct. A sccttrc base pcrltlits [iic (r(~()~wI() rcsl.



(3) The base must have facilities or terrain suited for the
erection of adequote radio antennae.

(4) If it is allticipatetl thnt an air (Irop or a helicopter
resupply will I)e required, tile Ixtse shmlld have a convenient
drop zone or landing point. These are generally better if
located on high groond, For security rcmons, the drop zone
or I;lnding point sh[~llld not Ije located too close to the base.

(5) ‘1’lw base nltlst nllow n)en to sleep in comfort. Wet
rtreas and steep slopes are to be avoided. Nat and dry ground
that drains quickly afFords the best Iocatioll.

(6) It should be close to water that can be used for
drinking.

d. l,ayout of the Ike. A II units should have an SOP for
quickly establishing a base. (Xce an SOP is clearly understood,
laying out a base beconles simple routine. Tbe patrol leader
indicates the center of the base and the base direction. The
members of the patrol then take up positions in their assigned
areas and are checked and corrected as necessary.

e. Sequence of Establishment. A suggested sequence for estab-
lishing a base in jungle or heavy woods is as follows:

(I) Leaving the ROM! or Trail. The jungle and heavy
woods provide the best security from surprise and the best
conditions for defense. Generally, the best nlethod to use in
leaving the trail or turd is:

(x) Select the point at wl~icl~ to leave the trail or road.
(b) Maintain security wl~ile tlic column nmves off the

trail.
(c) I Iavc mcn attlwend of the colunul camouflage the

area where the exit was n)ade from the trail.

(d) [k)lltilluc I)lovcl]]cnt ontil a sui(al)lc bivouac site is

rcacl]cd.

(2) Occupation of tile Divouac Site.

(z) This occupation” is based on ;l platoon of three

squfids, l)ut tllc force In:ly I)c Inrger or slnalier. Using the
clock Ilwtlwd of designation, the pntml lender sends for
his squitd leaders nnd then selects the center of the base.

(b) Upon nrrival of the squad leaders, dle patrol lender



stands in the center of the base, indicates 12 () ’cI()cIc, and

tl)en ciesignatcs the area to be occupied by cacl~ squad.

(c) Encb squad moves into its msigne(l ~ren u[l(icr tile

control of its squad leader.

(d) Eilch s(]uad estat)lishes security posts to tllc front

of its assignc(t position. The security is IIorllmlly lllail~-
I:lincd by ollc fire team and tllc rclll:lillitlg Iwo prelxlrc
Ihcir positions for defense.
(3) Digging In. Tbe extent of diggil~g is (Icpcndcmt (Ipon

the length of time the position is to l]e occupied. Slleltcrs,are
not erected until aciequate individual protection is assure(i.
Tl]e clearing of fields of fire will bc acconlp]isheci con-
cllrrently. All field works are canmuflage[i M they are crm-
Stl”uctc(i.

(-l) Sentries. UiJorlc()[llpletion oftl~cir llefensivc p()siti(Jlls,
each squaci security pntrol is repl:lced I)y fit Icmt (mc sentry,
tl~e exact number depcmfing upon visil)ility and likelil)oo~i
ot’ contact. During darkness, the sentries ~re posted forwarci
of the squad position but cioser to it tllnl~ tiuring daylight.
Squads may have to post additional sentries on the trail an(i
on key terrain features.

5. Water. A reconniliss~nce is nlade for a silitable woter
point. A simt is selected for drinking an(i for bathing. Nf)r-
nmlly, batlrs fit tlw patrol base are not taken wlvsn die patrol
is tlwre for twenty-four houf$ or less. lntlivi(iuak slIoulCi fill
canteens for other lncmbers of their s(lun(i, %curity is pro-
viticci.

(6) Garb~gc. lhwb squad will dig n g:]rlxlgc pit to rcducc
the fly on(i tnt IIlcnncc. It will bc covcrc(l pcritxiicnl!y.

( 7) Pcri[llctcr Path and Marking ‘1’mils. N; IIIX)W potl)s :lrc
ctcarcci from platoon beadquarters to tl]c center of each sqtiad
position :Ind then around the insille of the perimeter to facili-
tntc movcunent. A vine, rope, or wire n}oy I)e strung \vaist
high nlotig each pnth M a guide.

f. llase Alert. ‘1’lw critical periods for dcfcrldillg tlw base :lrc
(ia\vn and dusk. I)uring these periods, the entire patrol rcnlains
in m fllert status, ‘1’be base alert serves tllc f{~llowing ptlrposcs:
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(I) It enables eacl~ man m see tile disposition of his neigh-

bors nn(l the nature of Ilic ground to his front and flanks.

(2) It allows the Inen to ndjust their eyes to the clmnging

light so tllcy \\ill ncqllirc a nlcntnl picture IIf front and flanks.
(3) It provides n definite cut-{)fl’ period for tllc change

of r[)lltinc. Ilcginning with evclling alert, all Inovclllcnt and
noise cease :Ind Iigllts ore extinguished. After the niorning

‘:llcrt, tile daily routine begins.
(4) It enahlcs the area squad lenders to check details while

all men me positioned, “This will include a check on main-
tenance of weapons, equipment, ammunition, etc.

g. Alarm. The patrol nl~vx have a suitnhlc alarm signal for the
approacl~ of eit her friclldly or cncIIIy troops. This signal should
II(X s(IuIId foreign to the jungle, but Illllst be detected only by
patrol I]lembers.

h. .411111irlistr:lri(~11of the Me.
( 1) Cooking Fires and %m)king. “l”IIcSIIICIIof cooking and

sIImkc can c:~lry more tlmn 200 yards in tbc woods or jungle.
g’hese fires are not allowed when the Imse position is close
to the cncllly, or when guerrilla patrols are active. If cook-
ing is petvllittcd during dnylight hours, smolceless fuel only
is used.

(2) l,ocation uf [ leads. }lcads are Ioc:lted in protected
:lrc:w

( 3) I)isp)s:ll t)f (;arhagc. Gnrbagc ~nd rrdl ]Ilust be dis-
posed of m they occur. Uefrsrc evacuating n base, the patrol
Icadcr ens(]rcs tllilt all trash and f(m(l arc c(mlplete]y de-
stroyed nnd callmuflaged.

(4) Water Purification. The patrol leader must ensure
tlmt water is sterilized.

(5) Couking. ~~lllell cacl] l}l~n ~~lrries I,is ~}wn ratiOns,

cof)king will be done on an individual basis. If S-in-l or 10-
in-1 type rations arc carried, other group cooking arrange-
ments are lmtde.

i. Leaving a Base. Ilefore Icaving the base, nll signs of occupa-
tion nrc removed. Any shelters are destroyed. “rhe area is left
to appearas though it has not been occupied.
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~ ])/j[’RoL,], [N(_J

0. Gcnernl. Successflil opcmtiom ngninst gllcrrillm \vill ofrell
he tile result of successful small-unit })atrols. ‘1’() l]lal{c u)n[:lct

\vitll guerrillas is difficult, xnd infantry trool)s” \vill l)c occupied
prill}ariiy uith pntrol xctivity. Routine ]Jillrf)llillg SCI{II)III])l-f~-
LIllccs positi\’c results. Bemuse of tllc tcrr:lill, \fc[+ct:llit)ll, :111(I
cncllly taclics, Iuotlificatimls of norlllal tccilrliq(lcs l]];ly I)e
Ilcccssary. I’ntro!s need to he all-p~lrl>{)se--[ )tc]~sie(l to fight,
anlhush, pursue, and reconnoiter. Scc l;M 21- 75, (.’o~)~htTr~i)/-

i7]<q of the lt)divi~f[~l Soldier mld l)atrolli)],y, for det:lilcd i[~-
forlllation.

h. I>atr(jl ~\uthority. Tl~e autlwrity to col](l~lct Ixltr(]ls is de-
centralized wsmuch as practicable. Although (Jvcr-:111potrl~llillg
policy, and certnin special patrols, may he (Ictcrllli[lc[l I)y I)igllcr

headquartcls, the extensive pfitrol activity aII(l ra})i(l rcspotlsc

usually nmhe it c!csirill)le to assign patrol :I[[lllority t{) lower
echelons, I]ilttalion, company, or platoon lc\Jcl llt:ly Iw mtigncil
}Iatroltilltll,}rity. Irlcxil>ility istlle~>rilnc cl}llsi(lcr:lti~ )fl. Spwific
authority \vill be determined bysuch things as lcrr:~in, g~lcrrilln
nctivity, c(mrdilmti[)ll prol)lelns, nnd tr(x)p :lv:lilill)ility. ‘1 l~c
actual control of patruk and the dece~~tl-;lli~.:ltioll{If :lutll(jritv
:lrc inlpro\~cdby tl~e msignlllent of rq}erationol areas of resp<)l~s~-
hilityt oal)attalion, which, in turn, may sul)divide its :Irm in[{)
cx)lllp:lny :lrcm. ‘l”IIc :visigni]lcnt of opcrnti{m:ll nrc:ls \vill re(]~lirc
ct)llsidcral~lc ct)(~r(lilliiti(m u) ~Ivo~(l ~);l[nJl UIMIIC5, I(I I)cllllit

tlm pursui[ of guerrillas fronl one firca to ;Inotllcr, etc. (l)-

ordinntion” tnay l)c ochieved laterally l)et\vccn col))nmnds or l)y

their p;lrc{lt collll]mlld(s). Altl~ougll p;ltrol :ltl[l~ority II);ly I)c

dcccntralizcdj patrol activity \vill be reported to lligl~cr lwld-
quarters. “1’0 prescril)e nnd facilitate cxmtrol a[ld coordinnti(~ll,”
SOP’s tllay I)c dcviscxl.

~. Plnnllillg find I)l”cpilr;ltioll hy tlic (l)ll)lll;lll(l. “1’llc ccllcl(][l

that has tile authority for conducting ptrr[)ls l~as nu[nctx)tis
responsilli!ities in col]nccti(m \\~ittltl]eir l}l~lnnillg ;lnd prcpOrx-
ti(m. Dcl~~l~~iing1)1) II)c cchclon, it \\’illIw IIlcir rcsp{}nsiljilil!’
to do all or most of rlw follo\villg:

(1) Notify the pntt-ol leader well Imfore the tilllc of
departure.
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(2) Assign the patrol its nlission in clear, concise terms.
(3) Pro\’ide the pntrol le:der with mnps and photographs

for study, and futulish special personucl illl(l equipment as

required.

(4) Carefully consider xnd select the best method of in-

troducing tile p:lrrol into its operatitmnl nrea, to prevent loss
of security. Sucl) Iiwasurcs as mnvcmcm by night, use of
helicopters, and use of civilixn vel]iclcs Inust be considered.

(5) issue a brief Wiltllillg (Irdcr to tllc patrol (see. sul}-
paragraph c l)ck)\v).

(6) Make i} recol~l~:liss:l!lcc, ])rcfcrably acrinl, in connec-
tion with a detailcci i]mi~ stutiy -

(7) F’otmmiatc a (ictni Ieci plan prcscrii)ing tile route,
security measures, inlllmiia(e action tcci~niques, etc.

(8) A4ai<c finili c(]ortiinntion fill(i alilllinistrmtive arrange-
ments.

(9) ]ssue patrt)i otxier (see sulyxlragrai~i~ f i)ciow).
( I0) Comiuct a rchcarsl] to cilcci{ cx)ntroi, security, ac-

tions to hc tniien, etc.
( 11) inspect mm]li)ers of the I)ntroi for pilysicai fitness,

equipment, unifornls, rations, water, etc.

( 12) llrief tile patrol ieacier, il)ai{ing avaiiai)le ail possii)ie

in forlllntioll” \vllicil Ilmy affect Ilis Illissi(ms. i)revious patroi

lea(iers famiiiar \vith tile area may particiimte in the i)riefing.

(i. ]>ianning all(i l%ci)flration I)y tile i]attx)i I.e:lcicr. i~ronl the
tilllc of receii~t of the initiai i)ricfing untii tllc cici>arture of i~is
Ixltroi, tile patroi Ica(ier accxmli>iisl~es tile foiiowing:

( I ) Hc Il)akes ccrrain ttlat tile Illissi(m an{i ilii pians for

sllppott, collllllttllic:ltit)lls, etc. xrc on(icrstooti.”

,(2) loiio\ving a Inoi) stu(iy, l~c fornluiates a tcntntive

1“’tro’ i“~’”~ ~(’’’si~i~rio~ S“i’i’’)l’t* f<)()~i :IINi water nee(is,
\veaimns nmi cquiplncnt to be carried, etc.

(3) lie lnaiws a prcliminflry coor{iin[ltion concerning
fricndiy units, fire support, etc.

(4) He sciects tile troops” for tile p:ltroi, i)cing Inin(iful

of phvsicai contiitioll , spcciai skilis ncc(icti, etc.
(5)” He arraogcs for i~clicoptcr support of tile pntroi wi~en

feasil)ie and as requirc(i.
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(6) l-ledeterlllil~ estl~esize andcompfJsitifJIl (]ftl~cpatrfJl.
(7) lHearrangcs forpatr{}l rehearsal wl~cnpractical)lc.
(8) lIeprovitiesr eliillJlec ()tllll}\lllicatif )llssf)g tlcrrill:lc()ll-

tact can hc quickly reported and a rApi(l response call l)c

made. lle!iance cannot and shoulci not be solely (m electronic

means.

(9) In addition to conununications, Iw I)rovidcs other

I]leans and meth(ds of control and coordination, such as use
of check points nnd cstfihlishmcl~t of lxltrol Iinlits and
boundilries,

(10) He prescribes time of departilrc anti approximate

tinle of return. l.atitudc must bc given to tllc patrol Icadcr
concerning his tinle of return.

e. Sanlp]e Patrol Warnil~g Order.
(1) Composition 0[ the patrol.
(2) Designationof tl~esecot~d-i(l-c(~ [l~llla[l~l.

(3) Statement of piltIVl lilission.
(4) Time ofpatroldeparturc.
(5) Uniform.
(6) Normal and special equipment to Ix calricd hy in-

dividuals.

(8) Camouflage measures to bc taken.
(9) Directions to specific individtials as to wl]cn ~ncl where

to draw ammunition, water, rations, and special equipilmnt.
( 10) Directions for the rem~val of personal letters, etc.
(11 ) Directions for the cleaning of weapons.
( 12) Directions for ensuring that all e(]uiplllent token on

patrol is secured to prevent rattling.
(13 ) Direct an individual to supervise I)rc[):lratiolls in the

event you direct the secolld-ill-collllll:lll(l to accmnplish
other duties.

( 14) Set time and place for reasscll]l)lY to rcceivc your
patrol order.

f. %nqdc Patrol Order.

( I ) Situation.

(n) Enemy Forces (size, activity, Ioc:ltion, unit, terrain,

tilne, equipment).
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(b) l;riendly Forces (routes of friendly adjacent patrols,
fire support).
(2) Missifm (\vho, whst, when, where).
(3) I;xcctttiml.

(it) CfJllceJ>t {)fO~]crfiti()lls (sctf(Jrtll i[l[]r(Jati terlllstlle
manner in \\llicll y(m inten(i the pntrol to be executed hy
outlining tllc gcnelill scl)cl)le of Ilmncilvcr).

(1)) N:~lllc (Jffirst t:lctic:ll grt)l!l)illg ()rilltlivilltlal. (1”’he
next Icttercd sulqmmgraplls, beginning with tl~is sulq>ara-
grapll, assigl~ specific tactictl lnissions or tasks to each

tnctical grouping or inllividun] of tile pntml, on the route
nnd nt the ol)jecrive. )

(c) Nall~e()f secf)llcl tacticill gr(}tll,il)g {)ri1ldividual.
(d) Narneof tllirdtnctical glouping(~rifltli~~idual.
(e) Coordinating instructions.

(1) “1’i!lle of departure.
(2) “1’ill\cof return,
(?) l)assngc of fricntlly position (\vliere snd how

acconlplisllcd).
(4) Return tt~ f~iendly position (where and lm\v ac-

complished).
(~) Initial fornlati(ln.
(6) lloLltctol)efollo\~et] (describe indetai!ench[eg

by distance, nzimuth, terrxin features, etc.).
(7) Alternate route of return ([iescribe as in (6]

shove ).
(8) Cllcck points (dcscribc in detail).
(9) Vircsuplxlrt (c(mcc}\trntit)l} ~llil)}l)crt)rc[)llc, lo-

cati~)ll).
(10) lJescril>ti(Jll [}ft)l>jective (describei ndetailrela-

tive to terrain, avenue of approach, cover, concealment.
disposition of enemy and his sutomatic wenpons).

(12) Action at objective (describe planned action in
minute detail).

(12) Rally points (tlescribc first rnlly poilit if pre-
designated; dcsct-ihe acti(m you want taken at rally
points).

( l?) Actitn~s at danger areas.
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(M) Actions upon enemy contsct.
(15) Actions in event of anlhush.
(16) Thrust line.
(17) Anticipated light colltlitif)lls :IIId Illf)t)nrisc.
(18) Reporting results (whcll flild to wI1oI1I).
(19) Rcllearsal (time and pl:lcc}.

( 4 ) Administration and J.ogisrics.
(a) Ordnaiwe (hy tacticnl grolll)illg or illdi\’iliu:ll).
(h) Amillunition (by weapon).
(c) Grenades and pyrotechnics (I)y t:lctical gr(lllpin~

or individual).
(d) Uniform.
(e) Individual equipn]ent.
(f) Special equipment (by t:lctica! gcottpil}g or in-

(Ii,,idual).
(g) Camoufiagc.
(11) Ilati(}ns.
(i) Casualty plan.
(j) Prisoner plane

{$) ComnlaIld and C{)mnlllllic:~ti{ lils-l;lectr(~llics.
(a) Communications with Ct)Il~IIIxnd Post.

(1) Type.
(2) When used.
(3) Code words (code word ~nd Ilmning).
(4) Call signs (cmmiland post, potrt)l ).

(b) Cf)lllllltll~icatif)Ils with Su]~pc)rtillg Aril}s.

(c) l[ltr:]p~trt~l Cf,,,,ll,tl[]ici]li{)i}s.
(1) Visuat.
(2) Audible.
(3) Pyrotechnic.
(f) Codes.

(d) Cl~allcl~geandpass\~(]r(l.
(e) Cllaill{)fc(jrll[llalld.
(f) I.flcntiotl( ]f]];ltrollc:ttlcr.”

(6) Aretherc anyqttestions?

(7) I“inle check.
g, Administrative Help. A silnp!c plat~, or SOI’, ll~~lst i)~
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understood” by fill patrol members and cover the following
itclns:

(1) Clc:lnillg of wenprsns and equipment.
(2) T{lrt}illg ill{Jfspecial e(lllipl~~cIlt tlrnwnfor tl~e patrol.

(3) l’crson:ll \vashing and hygiene, to include availability
of sln:lll itclns of nlcciical supplies.

(4) I;oodnnd rest.
(5) Use [jfcxclmngef acilities,if avail~ble.
(6) [)iscussionof Illistal<es aillollg melllbersof the patrol,

if not covcrcd at the dchriefing.
l]. l~cl)riefing.

(1) Rcnlrn to Iklsc. It is essential that there be an SOP
for rhc rcccptitjnt)f }}:ltrols\ll>onretur~lit~gto base. This can
have c(msidcral)lc nl[lrnle value in a cmnpaign in which most
patrols\\ill Iwt(,lltinc andcontact the exception.

(2) l>cl)ricfitlg.l-l~ctlseof adebriefing form grcxttlysim-
plifies the j(d) of the patrol leader in making his report. As
tlw pntr(]ls rcturl) ftx)ln the operational area, they are im-
Illcdiatcly dcl)ricfcd by a qualified debriefing officer. The
entire patrol Ill:ly hc brought into the building or tent being
used. A tcrraill IIwdcl or large-scale map is used to trace the
patrol r{)tltc :ln(t to corrclatc various bits and pieces of in-
ft~rllmtitjll. A rclilxcd, Mlm, infotvnnl, ul]lltlrried atmosphere
Illllst lJrc\~:lil. “1‘Iw (lcl~ricfing officer tills ill the cichriefing
f{~rll~,m tlw (Iel}ricfing progresses.

(]) SsInplc Patr,)l Debriefing Report,

I)csifyl;lti(m of pnwoi
. ——- ———
Date

‘1’{):
,\l APS:

~il) Si~.c :lll~i ct~lllpositi(m of patrol.
(11) “1’:ISI{ (I)liwion).

(c) ‘i’ill)c of (icparture.

((i) Tin)c 01 return.

(c) Rourcs out and imck (show sketch or annotated
overlay).

(f) Terrain (information rmroads andtraiis approach-





(1) The pattx]l normally flpproaches and occupies its posi-
tion during darkness.

(4) The pntrol is no larger tlmn thnt required to carry out

the I]]issi(m. A l:lrgc pmrol is hard to con[-rol, difficult to
c(mccal, and ln:ly IIInkc too much noise.

(5) ‘1’IIc ill)})r[):l~l) is made quietly and cautiously. Bnrking
(l{~gs illl(l other allitlulls often warn the inhilhitants.

(6) All av:lil:ll)lc c{wcr is used.
(7) All avcoucs of escape arc covered, either physically

or hy fire.
(R) If the Inissitm is to capture the occupants, and armed

resistance is not cxpcctecl, surhtnd the house and approach
it ftxml fill sides.

(9) If the ntissi(m is to attack the house, and armed re-
sistance is cxpcctcd, the patrol is located so that every side
of tllc huihling is covcrcd by fire,

l}. Attil~king COll\pS.Many of the instructions for attacking
houses are applicable to attacking camps.

(I) A guide who knows the exact location of the camp
is used.

(2) The guide ]nakcs a sketch of the camp and its ap-
proaches. This can hc traced on the ground.

(3) “l”hc trail is Icft as soon as it is convenient, and the
can)p is approxchcd from an unexpected direction. When in
tlw vicinity of the cml]p, approach slowly and cautiously.

(~) Norm~lly, the patrol is split into two or more groups.
Onc group atti]~lis the camf] while others cover the main
avenues of guerrilla withdrawal.

(5) After sighting the camp, the leader makes a careful
rcconnfiissnncc.

(6) Whci} the pntroi is in position and prepared to open
fire, tllc kiidcr otxlcrs the enemy to surrender, In the event
II)cy refuse, the Ic:ldcr opens fire. All men clirect their fire
iflt{) tllc guerrilla citll]p.

c. I )cstroying Captu rcd Bivouacs. The value of a camp as a
linowtl enemy site is considered before destroying it. Guerrillas
(wcupy camp sites they have previously found satisfactory,
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pilrticttlarly if shelters have been cxmstructcd. The I)[lrnil)g (,I
shelters rnrcl~ scr\~csany useful purpose.

5. AM13US11ES
n. Genct-:11. AI) :lltll)ush is a surprise ottack frm)~ a Ili{l{lc II

position ngainsr ;I lll[~villg cncil]y. It d(~cs l]ot attctlll)t to cal)[ III (

and Imld groul~d pcrll~ancntly. “l”l\crcarc t\vo types:
(1) Ilnlncdintc. An inmledintc ill)]l)tisl] is onc set \vi[il I

lninimunl (If pli~llning. I,ittle tilllc is nvailal)lc for rcconll:lis
sance and occupation, and tllc lllctllod Cmploycd @!lltl\

entirely upon the cmnmnnder.
(2) Dclibcrnte. A cieliberatc anll)ush is (N1Cpl~n[]cd al)(l

executeci as a scpnratc opcrati{m. Gencralty, time will all(~\v
planning, prcparationl and rchcarsa].

b. Characteristics. To i~chicvc success, the followiltg sp{)tl
mncous cw)rdiuatcd oction is nccdcd:

(I) G(Mjd firing positi(ms (kneeling, sitting, stamlitlf<,
lying, and firing from behind cover).

(2) Training in ambush teclu]iques.
(3) Planning and briefing.
(4) Security in all stages of tile aml)ush.
(5) Proper positioning of troops.
(6) Collccalmcnt.
(7) Ihttlc discipline dwoughtmt the operation.
(8) A sil~}plc plfin to begin flril}g.

c. The Positioning for l)clibcratc Alllbushcs.
( I ) Priilcil>!cs. ‘1’llcrc arc r\i’t~ f(ll]dnllmlr:]l princil~ics ({,1

pf)titi(ming troops.
(a) All possible npproacl]cs slu)uld I]e covered.
(b) ‘1’llc fllllbush Il)ust 112VCdcptll.

(2) Approaches. Infomulti[)ll i)]ay frequently give t II{:

destination] of the guerrillas l)~lt will rnrcly give tl~c CX:I(I
route they \vill t~kc. N(J matter I]{)iv good” tllc inforllmtioll,”
gucrrillns Ilflvc o flair ft)r arriving frolll nn ullcxpcctc(l (Iirc(.
tion. This fxctor calwcs a lligll fnilurc rate in flmlNIslIcs. It il
cssentiol that all possil)le apprt]acl~cs bc covcrcd.

(3) Depth. At the first burst of fire, guerrillas sca[tti
rapidly, and the clumccs t)f getting a second lmrst fr~)nl IIlr
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snl])c position” are sn)ill!. Therefore, withdrawal routes must
be covered to provide nn opportunity for subsequent fire at
the fleeing guerrillas.

(4) Tl]c AI~ll)usll Gr()l]p. AI~allll)~]sll isll)ncie t]p{)f a series
of sn]al! elements of troops. Tile rifle squad facilitates the
organization of the ambush group. One or two men are posi-
tioned where they can listen nnd observe, while the others
rest in the ambush position. in positioning the men of the
squatl, the squad lender must:

(a) Consider concealmcnr as his first priority. Move-
ment in the area is kept to a minimum. l?ach man enters
his position from the rear. The squad leader ensures that
all traces of movement into the position are removed or
concealed.

(b) Ensure that the man detailed to begin firing has a
good view of the killing ground. He begins firing when the
guerrillas are positioned so that a maximum number cm
be killed.

(c) Ensure that other menlbers of the squad have good
firing positions.

(d) Position his Ilwn for all-round defense.
(e) Choose his own position for nlaxillmnl control of

his squad.
(5) Ambush (lroup Employ lncnt. Groups may be em-

ployed in two ways: the area ambush and the limited ambush.
(a) Area Ambush. All approaches are covered. They

are covered in depth to catch scattering guerrillas. A series
of groups, each witl~ its own leader, is fwsitioned as part
of an over-all plan to encompass a particular guerrilla party
that is expected.

(b) Limited Ambush. When there is only one likely
approach, groups are positioned in depth with all-round
defense. This type of ambush is used when t!le area am-
bush is impossible, or it may be used as one part of the
area ambush.

d. Planning the Deliberate Ambush.
(1) Intelligence. information can be olstaincd from maps,

recent patrol reports, police, special intelligence agents,
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photographs, and ground and aerial rcct)llnniss~nces. Nulner-
0s.2spieces of information, such m sigl~iillgs of SIII{JI{C,cfinlps,
patrols, food plots, trails, and foot tracks , :Irc evaluated prior
to seleciing the area for the ambush. ‘I”llc cx)lnillandcr 01)-
tains all che information available on g~lcrrillx tactics zn(l rl]c
manner in which the guerrilla will react wlwn :IIIII)USI]UI.
Details (If the enemy might include:

(a) Time of movement, strengtl], orgalliz.ation of the
guerrilla patrol, type of supplies c:lrric(l.

(h) Details of size, routes, Imhirs:ls t(}tilnc(~l l(nt~(~ll,
frequency, and arms.

(c) Size of the guerrilla working p:lrties, ration porties,
and similar detachments.

(d) The guerrillas’ technique of patrolling.
(e) Interval that the guerrilla patt-ol maintains between

men.
(2) (;learance. The time of cieparture, route used, loca-

tion of ambush, time of return, signs and countersigns, and
friendly patrols in the area are coordin:lrcd ond clcarcd with
those forces that need to know.

(3) Time Factor. Tile time for dep:lrtllrc nnd establishi[lg

the ambush is based upon intelligence atmut tile guerrilla
patrol to be alnl)ushed, the necessity for I)cing undetected,
and tile route that the patrol will use.

(4) Security. Planning sho~ld ensure that every aspect of
security is maintained throughout the planning and conduct
of the operation. It provides a secure plnce for briefings and
conduct of rehearsals. Secrecy is maint:~ined in the coordina-
tion of other operations that are to tnhc l)lacc in the vicinity
of the nmbusil. Daylight aerial recon[laiss:ll]ccs to the front,
flanks, ond over guerrilla trails are plaIInc(l. “1’hc pilsswot-d,

signs and countersigns, and codes for tlw operation are in-
cluded. A secure route over which the ambush party can
move to the ambush site is selected. “1’IIc plan will normolly
provide for the patrol to move to tl~c aI]~bush site during
darkness. A cover plan is also considered.

(5) Ground. Terrain that affords the atnbush group cover,



concm!ment, and comlnand of the site is selected for the
ambush. All possible approaches are considered.

e. Preparations for the I)elil)eratc AII)INMIL
(I) The time nvailnl)le for preparnlion is often limited.

Certain items are kept in a state of constant readiness:
(9) Wenpmls are zeroed nncl tested.
(1)) Allllllullition, Ilmgaz,ines, and chargers are kept

clefin, nnd the nmgazines arc freq~lently emptied and
refilled.
(2) Preparati,)ll (m receipt of illtclligcllcc incl~tdcs:

(0) 7’ht]rt)l@\ l~ricling.
(h) Rchcarsnl, when till)c nlh)ws.
(c) Finnl checking of ~\Fcnp(N]s.

f. llriefillg. AlllllellllJers tJftl~c illlll]llsl~ l>;lrty arc ftllly briefed.
Ilriefing is divided into two parts:

(I) Prcliminnry hricfing ~t tlw base can]p. This briefing
may include n five-p:lragrflph order. The anlhush cmn-
ma;ldcr hricfs his collunntld M thoroughly as possible to re-
duce the tiltw spent 011 litl:ll or[lcrs, and w early as possible
to allow Illflxilllul)l titllc for prepnratio!] and rchearsa].

(2) [;in:l! I)ricfiug in the :IIIIINISII firm I)y the ambush
colllnlander. This ll]ny bc Iinlitcd but must include:

(a) Geneml at-en of encl~ group, incluciing direction of
fire.

(1)) Ordcr to Ilcgin firing.
(c) (hxlcr (M1ct]llq)lcti(n~ (If ;IIIII)u511.

(d) V~ri:lti~llls fr(m) tl~c rcl\cnrs:ll ill rcgnrd to individ-
ual tasks.

g. Rehcfirsal. Rchc:lrsak will illcrcme CllilllCCS for success.
ltchear~lls are n{]t cnrricd (mt nt tl)e i~lllh(lsl) site. All possible

and. likely gucrriiln nction is sill)~llated, and the ainhush groups
practice under n vnricty of circulllstances. I~in:ll rehearsals for
night aulbushcs nre conducted at night. When planned for,
night illumination aids me Cmplt)ycd.

h. Positioning the Dclihernte AIIIhush.
(I) Area Au\hushcs.

(a) ‘1’hc itmhush c[mllmulder first clmoses tlte killing
ground and the general area and ciirections of fire for each
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grt,up. lle then designates the fisscilll)ly point :Ind gives
tht administrative plan.

(1)) The ambush f]arty moves to a (Iispctwrl point frc)l~~
which groups can move by selected rotltes to tl~cir posi-
tirnls. The anlbusb conlnmnder l]]av I)c al)le to position
tml~ one group in detail, leaving the relllfiintlcr to hc posi-
tioned by group leaders.
(2) Lillliteci AlllbLlslles. Onrencl~il~g tl~eallll)tlsll arcn, tllc

comlllmder will:
(:1) Make his reconnaiss;lncc to (II(II)SC :1 killing grollll(l

ml) consider tile extent of his pimitioll, I)c:lring i’n Illind
th:lt guerrillas usually mo\7e wit]) large intcr\~nls I)etwccll

on : another. A killing ground of sixty-five to II() yards is
dr irable. The ambush positi(m SINNII{l~)ffcr c{)nccallllcnt.

i b) Ensure that the man desig[l;ltc(l to begin firing IMISii

g(j,rl view of the killing ground.
i, Occllpation of the Ambush Positi(~ll. ‘1’hc occufx]ti(m p{)si-

tion of an ambush party is carefully conccalcd. (Such i}lit\{~l-
iten)s as smell of hair tonics and pcctlliar food” odors” Inay olcrt

a guerrilla force. ) Each individual s110(11(1 l)e abIC to sce ])is
sector or responsibility and he prcp:lrcd to fit-c froln any p(]si-

ticm once firing begins.
j. Lying in Ambush. Once a group is in position, tlwrc musl-

he llos(jlll~(l (,rnlovenle[~t. Thisis 2 test of trnining :Ir]d lmulc
disciplil~c. Mcn ;lrc tr;lincxl t{) get illl{) :1 cwtltlft~l-t:ll)lc lx)>ilioll
and rcl}):lin still for long periods. IIllrillg tlw wait, C:ICII 111:111

has his \veap(m ready for ilnmccliatc nctitm.
k. Begin Firing. The firing bcginswhcn all ]>ossil)lcgtlerrill:ls

are in the killing ground. There [)~tlst I)c II() prcln:]t~lrc nc(ion.
All men must clearly understand the orders :Il)d mctho(ls for

opening fire.

(I) I~irecan l)eo]}ened pr()vidillg tllcg~]crrill:ls are1ll()villg

towanisomcone ina better position t{) kill. A Iilj}itcd allltmsh
can be commenced by the comnl~l~dcr.

(2) Should any guerrilln spot the allltmstl, l~cgitl firing.
(3) Oncc firing begins, t;lrgcts I)c(olllc (Ii(licttlt 10 ci)g:lgc;

to cope with moving targets, men i)lay Ivtvc to st:md up.

(4) A signal is arranged to stop firing, so ilwncdiatc fol-
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low-up action and scarcll con start as soon” as the guerrillas

disengage.

(5) When the firing ceases, men previously detailed search
the immediate mea under cover of alnbush weapons and by
covering each other. These men will:

(a) Check guerrillas in tllc killing area.
(b) Search surrounding area for dead and wounded.
(c) Collect arms, ammunition, and equipment.

1. Assembly Point. An easily found assembly point is selected
at which troops collect itt tile end of an action, Assen~My begins
following execution of a prearranged signal.

m. Long-Ternl Ambushes. When ambushes are set for periods
of more than twelve hours, achninistrativc arrangements for
relief of groups for eating and sleeping are necessary. In long-
term ambushes, an acfntinistrative area is set up. It should be
located away front the :tn~hush position. Trails may be cleared,
and water should be available.

(1) Consideration is given to reliefs, particularly in the
case of the area ambush. Normally, the relief will come from
the administrative area along the communication lines. Al-
though the whole party in the an)lnrsh is relieved, only one
firing position is changed at a time. The reliefs take place
when no gucrrilln nmvcmcnt is expecrcd.

(2) (Aw Inctllo{l is to divi(ic tiw mIIlnIdi gr(mp into three
parties, one in tllc aIIIINISh position, one in reserve, and one
at rest. (III relief, the party nt rest takes over the ambush
position; the men in the imlbush position go to the reserve;
and the reserve goes to the rest area. If the party has fewer
than eight men and the duration of the ambush is long, the
whole party should be withdrawn to rest during set periods.
Such a party would be responsible for its own security while
resting, When all ambush party is lnore than eight men but
not Iargc cnouglI to carry out the three-gmup method, suffi-
cient mm for all-round ohscrvntion carry out the ambush.
Tile others nmve away fron] the al])bush’position, post sen-
tries, and rest. The party at rest dots not smoke and cats pre-
cooked rations.
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n. Nigl~t Ambushes.
(I) General. The techniques applied in the dny ambush

also apply to the night ambush. ]n d~rkncss, concealment is
easy, Intt shooting is less accurate. It therefore becomes nmre
inlportant to have good positioning of wcapol)s so that killing
ground is covered by fire.

(2) l?actors. Tile fo!lowing factors :Ij)ply to night mlI-
l)ushc>:

(:] ) ~“he shotgun can be the primary we~pon. (These
will have to be requested early. )

( i)) An~bush should contain a bigll proportion of aut{)-
llutl ic weapons. The M 14 w,ith selector is n g(wd wcxp(m
f{)r Ibis purpose.

(u) In dilrkness, all weapons, pnrticulorly nlachine gllns
firi]~g down trails, may have their left and right limits of

fire fixed m eliminate danger to the mnl)ush party.

((1) The ~mhttsh party never n](jvcs alxmt. Any IIN)vc-
ment is regarded as guerrilla Irrovcment.

(t ) Clear orders, explicit fire-cf)ntro] instructions, and
clenl asselul)lv points and signals are essential.

(1 ) Men a~ld groups are positioned clt)scr together tlulll
in d:iy. Control at night is all-i nlpt~rtnnt.

(p,) It is difficult to trike up on :lIIIII(lsI1 pf)sition at nig]lt;
wlmre }}r:]ctical, tllc positi(m is (~(’cll]~ic(l (Illring I:IsI Iigl]l.

(J) lllilll~i]~ation, The sLtcccss t)f a Iligllt arlll)ush nmy dc-

pcncf on artificial illumination. Only ill (JIKX~ country, with :1

bright moon and no chance of cl(JIItls, is it possil)ly to rely
{In nn unilluminated amhusll, In fl-arcd dcviccs (Sl]ilwr
Scopes) lnay be used to great advant:lgc. As a general rule,
~11night arnl)ushes are provided witl) :Irtificial itluminatiorl in
sonle torn]. Any illumination at gr{)urld level is placed to
prevc)jt the atlllnlsh p~rty from receiving gl~rc, Tllcrc arc :1
v:lricr: of rligllt-illlll)lirloti{)ll aids a\’oil:~l)lc (II:lIKI illunlina -
tiotl IIrcn~dcs, trip Ilarcs, rifle grcn:l(lcs, Ilnl]d-fired illullli-
nant:, paracl]lrte flilrCS fired l)y rllort; lis, orlillcry :11)(Irl:lval
gunfil e, and parachutes dropped frolll iircraft). onc pos-
sible method of employing illim~ir~atioo is to c(mmlence
firing without illumination. Illunlirlation is then fircci bcllind



291 The Gllcmillfi—A?]li flow to Fight Ili?}l

the guerrill:w “1’hc petwmnel WIW go forward to check gtrer-
rillas in the killing arm nnd to collect nrlns and equipment
should have ilhllllination. This illumination is pktccd directly
on the killing zone. Upon completion of the activities in the
killing zone, there is normally no further requirement for
illumination.

o. C)l)stacles. The ohjectivc of the ambush is to kill all of the
guerrilla force. A useful ambush nid is an ambush obstacle. The
anlbush obstacle niay consist of a series of antipersonnel mines,
Claymore weapons, sharpened stakes, deep ditches, barbed wire,
or any device that will citller delay or inflict casualties upon the
g[lerrillas. Possible places for obstacles are:

( 1) On likely guerrilla lines of retrent from an ambush.
(2) In dead spaces tfiflicult to cover by the weapons of

the ambush group.
(3) In the likely halting place of the main body of guer-

rillas.
p. Immediate Anlhush. I.ittle time is available for reconnais-

sance and occupation, and the techniques usecl depend on the
patrol leader.

( 1) The immediate ambush is elnployed when the point or
scout sees or hears a guerrilla group approaching.

(a) The scout decides that an imlnediate ambush is
pr+sil)le and gives tl]c sign:ll.

(b) On seeing the signal, the !eadillg clement inunedi-
~telv takes cover and remains still, even if it does not have

a g~od firing Position< The other meI~ or units have time
to cll(wse gtmd positions (m the sal]w side of the trail or
roati. The machine guns are carefully positioned.

(c) When the patrol lcat!cr estimntes that the enemy is
caught in tile aIllbtIslI, l~e opens fire hinlsclf. If the ambush
is discovered l)cfore the patrol leader opens fire, fire will
be opened by any nlenlher of the anlbmh party.
(2) There must be a prearranged signal to cease firing. An

illolnimttion rifle grenade of silnil;lr sifymi n)ay bc adequate.

q. Required Sigoals for the I)clil)crate AI])IN]sII. III rehearsing
a deliberate ambush, tile following signals are plant’’ed, re-
hearsed, and understood by all luelnhers of the ambush party:
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(1) Enenly approaching,

(2) Colnmcnce firing.
(3) Cease filillgo
(4) Check tllc killing zone.
(5) Witlldl:l\\frollltll el<illillgz(lllc.
(6] Withclln\vf rotiltl~e: lIllb\lsl~~>i,siti,,ll.
(7) Alxmdt)l) theposition.

r. Checklist. The following are items that llmy C:IUSCf;ilurcs
in a“mbu:lhesagainst guerrillas:

(I) ilisclos~lre by cocking \\,eap(ms anti l\~()\ing ~~lfc{y
catches or ch; lnge levers.

(2) llisclt)s~lrcby footprints.
(3) I,ackof fire control.
(4) I.eaders hndlypositioned.
(5) I.ack of fill-round securi!y.
(6) A4isfircs and stoppages througl] fxiling to clcnn, ins-

pect, :lnd test \veapons and nlqyzincs.
(7) tack of ,1 clearly defined procc(l(lrc for opclling fire.
(8) l~iring prelllaturely.

6. COUN”l”ERAAII]US11 ACTION
a. General.

( 1) Planning. In plnnnil~g for defcllsc :lg~linst 31111111sII,
initi:~ll~ cousiclcr tllc ilVililill)l C forces. “1’i\cslil:lll-lillit Ivntlcr
respolisible for nwving a unit in(iepcll(lclllly tllr(](lgl~ :1I’c:ls
where amtmsll is likely, plans for tllc followillg:”

(a) The fornlati(m to lx use(i.
(1)) Mnrcll security.
(c) Colnnlunication and control.
(d) Spcci:ll eq{lipmcllt.
(c) Acti(m if n]l]hushcd.
(f) The reorganization.

(2) i?ornlntion. A dismounted unit cl]l[)loys :1 forll):ltiofl
thnt provi(ies for all-roun(i security wllilc ct~ nmtc. Alorch
intcrvitl is Inscd on the type of tcrr:lill, Iilllits of \,isil)ilio,
size of the patrol, and to a ccrtaill cxlcllt on tllc Il)cxlls (I(
control availilhle. Tile interval hetwcc[l illdivi(iuo]s nn(i units
at night is closer than the interval used {iuring [iaylight, ‘Jl]c
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interval is also great enough to allow each succeeding ele-
ment to deploy when contnct with the enemy is made. How-
ever, the distances are not so great as to prevent each element
from rapidly assisting the elelnent in front of it. The patrol
leader is located well forward in the formation but not so
far as to restrict his moving throughout the formation as the
situation delnnnds. Units nre I)laccd in tl)e formation so they

may distribute their firepower evenly throughout the forma-
tion. 1f troops are tt) he motorized, tactical unit integrity is
n]aintained.

(3) March Security. Rc~at-dlcss of whether the unit is on
foot or motorized, security to the front, rem, and flanks is
necessary. A security element is placed well forward of the
main body with adequate radio or pyrotechnical conmnmica-
tions. The security element is strong enough to sustain itself
until follow-up units can be deployed to assist in reducing
the ambush. FIowever, if the enemy is not detected, it may
allow the security element to pass unnmlested in order to
attack the main body. If this occurs, the security element
attacks the ambush position from the flanks or rear in con-
junction with the main action. Flank security elements are
placed out on terrain features adjacent to the route of march.
They move forwarci either by alternate or successive bounds,
if the terrain permits. This is often difficult because of rug-
gedness of the terrain and the lack of transportation or
communications. The next best thing is moving adjacent to
the column along routes paralleling the direction of march.
Rear security is handled similarly to frontal security, and
plans are for the rear guard to assist in reducing the ambush,
either by envelopment or by furnislting supporting fire. Air-
craft above the column flying reconnaissance and surveil-
lance missions increase security. In an ambush, fighter and
attack aircraft can provide support. Communication between
these elements is a Inust.

(4) C(Jll~]ll\lllicati(Jl~ and Control. All available means of
communication consistent \\’ithsecurity arc used to assist in
maintaining control of the snlall unit. March objectives and
phase lines nlay he used to assist the commander in control-



Iing I)is unit. Cmnmunication with security clcn)ents is nlan-

dator~, Iktailetl prior planning and I)ricfillg, and rchearsols
for ail Ilnits, will assist in control, Alternntc pkns at-e IIIadC to

prevel~t confusion and chaos. If the unit isan)bushed, higher
hcadq!larters is notified as soon m possil)lc to ~lert other units
in the vicinity.

(5) Special Ilquipment. It is often l~cccssnry to provide the
unit \\,ith additional items of equipnlcnr an(i weapons, SUCII

m cng ineering tools, mine detectors, an(l dctll(jlition tx]~lip-
ment. Ample commttnication equij)lllcllt is always ncceiwry,
incltlding poncl sets or smoke grcn:~{lcs for identifying tl~c
amljusli to aircraft.

(6) Action if Anlbushed, If the unit is an~hushed, the most
important counteraction is for all av;~ilal)lc pcrsonnet to re-
turn fire as rapidly as possible. Tr(wps riding in trucks
remain alert at all times and are trained to disenlbark imme-
diately and to return fire. When trucks are required to halt,
drivers halt their trucks on the road. Tllcy {io not pull off
onto the shoulders because they may be mined. Trucks used
as lead vehicles are reinforced with sandbags to reduce the
effect of mines.

(7) Method of Attack. lf the strength of the unit is ade-
quate, envelopment is usually the nmst desirable method of
attack. A holding element and an attncking elelllent are
designated in all plans. Each elen~ent is hricfcd thorotlgl~ly oil
its actions and alternate plans necessary to meet different
situations. For example, a plan calling for the mclvance guard
to be the holding force would not succeed if the enemy
allowed this force to pass unmolested. I f tllc strength of the
ambushed unit prevents their attacking l~y envcloptncntl tile
plan should L)c to break out of the imlncdiatc area rapidly to
minimize casualties. If a unit is surprised by the enemy, it
tries to overcon)e him by returning all availnljle fire ilnnle-
diatcly. ‘rlis also allows the alnbuslltxl uliit to deploy and
maneuver.

(8) ,\lert Force. An alert force, j)rcp:lrc~! to move by foot
or helicopter, is on constant alert for cnlph)ylllcnt hy t]igher
headquarters in the event a patrol is all]lmstlcd, or for cIn-
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ployll~cnt ft)r otl]cr purposes. The alert force studies the
plans of Ill prowls. 13y studying the routes, check points,
and dcsign~tcd I]clicopter landing sites, rtnd through means
of collllllut~icntiolls, it can rapidly reinforce an ambushed
unit. If ambuslwi, the patro[ Icader may request reinforce-
nlcnts. llc dcsignnrcs his fmsition by reference to check
points, dmign;licd Ilclicoptcr Innding sites, terrain features,
Slnokc plnc]s, Ctc. If possible, he sends a guide to the place
(Icsignntcd to g~li{lc the reinforcements into position, A sys-
tclll for ropill ctlll)loyment of alert forces, ensuring defeat
for the gucrrilkt ntllbushes, mal{cs the anlbtlsll less likely to be
clnph)yc(l Ijy the guerrilla,

(9) lleor~lniznti(m. The reorganization after an ambush
involves the usc of assembly points and plnns for security.
Care is taken to Illinitllize the possibility of the enemy’s press-
ing tl~e ntmck during this period, All personnel (including
wounded ), cquipll~cnt, and supplies nre assembled. lf }eor-
ganimtion cannot be accomplished because of guerrilla
action, it is accmnplished after rcinforcclncnts arrive.

1). I)ismmlnted Units.
( i ) General. lllll)lc~liarc-ncti{)[l (IA) drills are taught and

tl~l)rouglily I)racticcd. The underlying pt-illciples of each drill
Illltst I)c sill) plicity, :]ggrcssivcncss, nnd speed.

(2) Ill\l]le~liatc-Acti(]l~ Drills. The 1A t!l-ills to be practiced
wlicn n unit is caught in ambush are of two kinds:

(2) Where only the foremost elcn~cnts of a unit (pa-
trol) arc cnugl~t in the ambush, an illlmcdiate encircling
nttack is carried out by the remainder of the unit (patrol).

(I)) Where the entire patrol is anlhushed in open
ground, aN imlllcciiate assault is carried out by the sur-
vivors.
(3) Encircling Attack. The encircling ~ttack is the cor-

tcct rcacti(m to n gucrrilia al]~bush and is boscd on the normal
principles of fire and nmncuver taught in slllall-unit tactics,

(n) l;orllmti(~lls arc designed so tlmt tmly part of a
pat rot shou Id I)c caught in the ambush. 1f these formations
arc practiced ~nd tile distances correctly observed, the



whole patrol stmu]d not be pil)ned down t)y the ol)clli[ll;
t}urst of fire<

(b) As the unit advances, tl]c patrol Ica(lcr always 1);1s

the terrain situation in mind. He takes control of the Ixl[ IIc
by signaling or shouting “Envelop Right (or I.cft).” “i’lli\
should be all thnt is necessfiry m ii]itintc fiction. The tr~j(ll~~
will lMVCpracticed the drill an(l will kno\v tl~cir p{t~itif~il~
in the nttack.

(c) The Icading element Inys d{)wn a base of firt (t)
cover tllc ttlillwuvcring clcltwnt. I f tl]c Icatling clcit]c!)t li:]~.

smol(c gttllil(lCS, tllcsc ttrc usc(l m scrccn tlw clcll)cllli
caught in the killing zone.
(4) Illmlcdintc Assault, If the guerrilla aIIJIN]sh cxrctl(ls (III

a wide frontage and occupies a colwidcrable porti(m al~)1){:

the trail or road, then a different tactic is called for. A SIII:lII
patrol, even with correct spflcillg, can be clugllt witl~il] Illc
ambush. Sufficient room for mallcuver is often lill)itc~l, I(!.

quiring an immediate assault mottnted directly at tlw gLlcr -

rilla, It is seldom possible or tlesir:ll)lc to try n[l[t riikc (1})
firing positions and exchange fire wit]) the gllcrrillas fis lI)I)~;

as tile patrol (or unit) is in the killit]g ZOIIC. “l-IIC [):11 11)1

moves as quickly as possible to o posi~ion (mtsidc tllc killill~
zone, and then assaults the guerrilla iwsitiol~.

c. Moul~tcd Units. -
(1) General. The guerrilla \\ill sl)ril)g I)is ;til)l)lisll 011

ground that he has carefully clwsctl snd org;lnizc(l, (1,,111

which hc can kill by firing at p[)il)t-l)lank range. “~”hcl)] if]
ciple I)ehilld the 1A drill is tl~at it is ilm)rrcct to st{q) vcl)i(lis
in the aren that the guerrilla has clmsen w a killing 7,01)C -
unless forced to do so. The proper action is m drive on \\,lIcII
fired upon, to stop only when past tl]c ambush area or I)cforc
running into it, and to counterattack immediately frmn fl;lnk
and renr.

(2) lll]ltlctli~tc-Actiol~ Tcchnif]tlc. lVllcn vclliclcs :irc Iii (,I
upon:

(a) Ilrivcrs dri\c out f)f tlw ,Iai)gcr z,jnc.
(b) Vclliclc sentries rctllnl fire iJrllllcdiatcly.
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(c) llThcII vcl]icles are clear of the danger zone, they
stop to nllo\\~~lnlonding and offensive action.

(d) Sul)sc(lucnt vehicles approaching tile danger zone
\vill Ivtlt sll(jrt of the area and tllcir (wcupants will take
t](Tcnsivc action.

(c) }Vhcn vehicles are forced to halt in the danger zone,
ttxwps \\~illquickly unload under the covering fire of the
sentries, \vhich should include smoke if possible, and will
Ilml{e for cover from which to join the attack against the
gucrrilln force.
(3) Countcntttack.

(a) Guerrillas me always sensitive m threats to their
rear or flanlw C)fTensive action to produce such threats
cm hc corricd out only by those troops who are clear of
the dal]gerzonc. 1f there are no such troops, then ~ frontal
attack under cwvcr of smoke is made.

(b) in nction when no troops have entered the danger
nmc, the convoy commander will lxunch an immediate
Ilnnking attacl( on the guerrilla position, using supporting
fire fl-om such weapons as machine guns and mortars,

(c) In action when some troops arc ahcnd of the danger
zone and otlwrs arc halted short of it, confusion may arise
as to which gtxmp should initiate the attack, The party
which has not yet entered the ambush sl~ould make this
attack.

(d) The I)cst \vay in which an arl~lored vehicle can
assist in countcrnmbush action is by moving to the danger

zone to engage the guerrillas at very short range. ln this

\\’:Iy it cnn give good covering fire to our flanking attack,

and niTfwd pu)tccti(m to any nf our own troops W11Oare
c:l{lgl~t ill tlw guerrilla killing ground.

(e) It is ptwiil)lc that the convoy cmllmandcr may bc
I{illul or w(mntlcd by the guerrillm’ initial burst of fire.
It is csscntinl tll:lt vehicle commanders understand their
rcsp~msil)ilitics for organizing a counterattack. This is
clcorly st:ltcd in unit convoy orders and stressed at the
I]riefing.

(f) The techniques outlined above arc practiced repeat-



edly ill varying situations until the natur~] reaction to :1
guerrilla ambush is the application of fin [A drill.
(4) Vehicle Unloading l)rill.

(a) Grmcral. in an ambush, d)c guerrilla first trim l,,
Stop one or nwre vehicles in his killing ground hy tlw Ir,c
of mines (jr obstacles and/or hy firing flt the tires ;III{I

driver. I+e then tries to kill the troops in the vehicle I{,:](I.
It is essential that the troops unload instantly wllcn a vclli-
cle is brought to a halt in a danger zone. This must I)c

taught and practiced as a drill.
(Ls) Vehicle Loading. To ensure ease of unloading, all

packs and cargo are pileti in the center of the vcllirlc
nnd/(]r cxcessivc quantity of cargo is not loaded.

(c) I>rill. Wl}cl~tl~c vcl~iclc is f,)rccclt{)stol]:
(1) The vehicle commflndcr slmuts “Unload I{ifilll

(or Left)” to indicate the direction in which troops \\ill
asscnlb]e.

(2) Vehicle sclltries tl~ro\\sllloIccgr ellatlesalltl f~p(i}
fircinuncdiatclyon rhe guerrilla positions.

(3) Troops unload over both sides and the rear of IIIC
vchiclc and run in the dircctit)ll indicated.

(4) As soon m tile troops” arc clcmr of the vcllillc,
sentries follow and join in the ntrack.

(f) At d~is stagt of the Ix,ttle, the ol~ject is to collect
the fit mcn for counteraction. WoiIndcd troops are C:IIC(I
for after countcrnction 1)3s Ijecll taken,
(d) Training. This drill must he practiced frequently

by vehicle loads, e.g., infantry squnds and platoons. Wlww
lnisccll:~ncous vchiclc loads arc r]l:ldc up I)efore n III~)\i.
ment, two or three f>ractices :Irc l~cld before rl~e conv(j~
111OVCSout.

7. SEARCH PROCEDURIIS
a, General. Misuse of police or IIlilitar-y authority COI1 :111

versely affect the uttimntc outconlc of operations” against gu(l.

rillas. Seiz(lrc of contrnhnnd, evidence, intelligence Infircri:il,

supplies, or other [naterinl, during scnrchcs, must I)c nccoiII

plished ln\\fully and properly rccordcd to he of future lc~;tl



Jo{) The Guerrilla—And How to Fight Him

value. Seizure of guerrilla supplies alone is not m damaging to
n guerrilln nmvcnicnt as the apprchrmsion of tllc suppliers and
agents, along with the stlpplies or Ilmtcrial, Proper use of police
powers will gain the respect and support of tile people. Al.m-
sive, excessive, or inconsiderate police mcthuds may temporarily
suppress the guerrilla nmvcmcnt hut at the sfime time may
itwrcme tl}e civilixn p{q}ulntion’s sympathy tt)\\wrdend/or sup-

port of the guerrillas.
h. Authority, Authority for scorch [q~crati(ms lnust be care-

fully reviewed. Marines must beaware that they will perform
searches and seizures in piaccs and areas witilin military juris-
diction (or where otherwise lawful in the exercise of their
police authority), for purposes of npprehendirtg a suspect or
securing evidence that tends to prove an offense has ljeen
conu]litted. Ustlally there \vill he special laws regulating the
search and seizure powers of the nlilitary forces. These laws
lnnst he given wide dissclllinntion.

c. Searching a Suspect.
(1) General. "l-l~efxct tll;lt:lllV()llc call lJcaguerrilla ora

gtlcrrilla sylnp:lthi?.cr is strcsscd”iil 011 training. It is during
tlie initial handlingof a petwm ah(wt to be searched that the
greatest caution is required to prevent surprise and ~langerous
act5, Dilring a search, one Marine Inust al\vays cover the one
Ilnking tile scarcli. Ilo\vcvcr, Ilwsc:lrchcr !I]ust be tactful to
avoid in:~king an enenly out of a suspect who Illay be anti-
guerrilla.

(2) "rl~e Frisk Searcl~. Tllisll~etllod isa{ltlick searcl~~)fan
individunt for clangorous weapons, evidence, or contraband,
It isl~rcfcrnl)ly cotl(l~lctcti iilthcprcscnccof nn assistant and
n \vitncss. In conducting tile frisk, the searcher has the sus-
pect stand with his hock m him. The searcher’s assistant
takes a position from which he con cover the suspect with
his weapon. The suspect is required to raise his arms. The
searcher then slides his hands over the individual’s entire
body, crushing the clothing tf) locate any conccalcd objects.

(3) The Wall Search. Bmedonthe principle of rendering
the suspect harmless by placing him in a strained, awkward
position, the wall search affords the searcher a degree of



safety. It is particularly useful when two Marines must se:lrch
several :,uspects. Any upright sut-fncc, s(lcl~ :]s a \vall, vcl]iclc,
or a tr(:c, may t)c utilized, “1’lle wall search is con(luctc(l m

follows:

(a) Positiono fSuspect.T hcsuspcct” is required to fmx

the \{;lll (or other object) and Ienn :Igoinst it, sllpporting

himself witl~ I)is upraised hands plm!ll fnl’ ,lp,llt :]1111

fingels spread. His feet are placed well apnrt, turnc(! out,
and as parallc] to and as far a\vay fr(jlll [I)c WZIIas possihk.

His IIcad is kept down.
(h) Positiol] of %nrclmr’s Assistnnt. ‘1’I)c scarchcr’s ns-

sistan{ stands on the opposite si~lc of the suspect frol~} (Iw
searcher, and to the rear. He covers the suspect with his
weap{m. When the searcher moves frt)ill Ilis original ]>(rii-
tion [o the opposite side of the suslxxt, tl~c assistant also
CIMN:CSposition. The scarchcr walks ar{)~ln(! l~is nssist-:~nt
duril]q this change to avoid cc)n~ing hct~vccl~ his assistant
anti the suspect.

(c) Position of Searcher. The scarcllcr nl}prooctlcs the
suspect frt)lll the si(lc. The smrcl~cr’s \ve:IIM)II ll~llw [lot IIC
in SII(II a positi(m that the suspect cml gral) it. Ile places
hisri~<ht foot ill front of thesuspect’s right foot and makes
and Inaintaills finkle-to-nnkle c(mtoct. Fr[)ln tl)is positi(m,
if tlw suspect olfcrs rcsist;lnce, tl~c slls}wct’s right foot” c:ln
he pllshed IEICI{ fronl under hill]. \VlicIl sc:lrcllillg frolll
tlielcftsiclc {)f tl)cstlspect, thcsearclwr I)l:lccs his Icft foot
in frontof thcsuspect’s Icft ffwt al)d ng:lill lll:~illtailvi anklc-
to-ankle contact.

((1) Senrcllillgg”cclllli(l[ic. In taking Ilis illitiat l)(hiIiot],

tlw scarcllcr sl~f)uld he :Ilcrt to ptcvc[lt IIlc sllslwct fr(~lll
suddcn]y atteinpting to disfirm or injul-e Ili]n, “1’lic searcher
first searches the suspect’s headgcflr, ‘1’llc scnrchcr then
clleclfs tllcstlspect’s l~all(ls, nrnls, rigl~t sidcof tlw body, and
right leg, in sequence. Ife crushes tllc stlspcct’s ctothiug
hct\veen his fingers; he does not II)crcly p:lr it. Ilc p:ly$
close attention to armpits, hack, wilisl, legs, :ln(i tops of
boots or shoes. Any item found tl~at is not col]sidcred n
weapon or e\’idencc is rcplace(l in tllc suspect’s pocket. If
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the suspect resists or attemptsescape anti has to be thrown”

prior to completing the search, the search is started over
from the beginning.

(4) Search of More Than One Suspect. When two or
more suspects are to be searched, they must assume a position
against the same wall but far enough apart so that they can-
not reach one another. The searcher’s assistant takes his posi-
tion a few paces to the rear of the line with his weapon ready.
The search is begun with the suspect on the right of the
line. Search each suspect as described in subparagraph (3)
above. On completion of the search of a suspect, he is moved
to the left of the line and resumes the position against the
wall. Thus, in approaching and searching the next suspect,
the searcher is not between his assistant and a suspect.

(5) Strip Search. A strip search may be conducted within
any type of shelter. This type of search is usually considered
necessary when the individual is suspected of being a guerrilla
leader or important messenger. The search is preferably con-
ducted in an enclosed space, such as a room or tent. Depend-
ing on the nature of the suspect, the searching technique can
be varied. One method is to use two unarmed searchers while
a third Marine, who is armed, stands guard outside. The
suspect’s clothing, including his shoes, is removed and
searched carefully. A search is then IIIfidc of his person,
including his nmuth, nose, ears, hair, armpits, crotch, and
other areas of possible concealment.

(6) Searching Women, Marines must he reminded that the
resistance movelnent will make maximum use of women for
al] types of twks where search may be a threat, Discretion
slmuld he used in searching women; women searchers are
available. Women should not be detained in male confine-
ment facilities.

d. Searching of Vehicles.
( I ) General. It will be necessary to maintain a continuous

check on road movement to catch wanted persons and to
prevent smuggling of contraband items. This requires the use
of roadblocks. Since roadblocks cause considerable incon-
venience and even fear, it is ill)portant that the civilian popu-
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lation understand that they are entirely n preventive and not
a punitive measure.

(a) Types. Broadly speaking, there are two types of
roa{lbloc]{s: ~icliberate and hasty.

(1) Deliberate. This type of roadl)lock is positioned
ill a town or in the open country, often on a main road.
1{ will act as a useful deterrent m unlawful movement.
This type of roadblock may not achieve spectacular
results.

(2) Hasty. This type of roadblock is quicl{ly ~osi-
tioned in a town or in the open country, and the actual
location is often related to some itcln of intelligence. The
hasty roadblock initially may achieve a quick SUCCCSS,
but it eventually becomes a delihernte roadblock.
(h) Location. Concealment of a roadblock is desirable,

btlt often impossible. The location should make it (iificult
for J person to turn back or reverse a vehicle without being
noticed. Culverts, bridges, or deep cuts may be suitable
locations. Positions beyond sharp curves have the advan-
tage that drivers do not see the roadblock in sufficient time
to avoid inspection. Safety disadvantages may outweigh
the advantages in such positions. A scarcity of good roads
will increase the effect of a well-p lnced roxdblock.

(c) Trwq> Dispositions. A roadl)lock Inust Ilavc ndc-
quate troops to prevent ambush and surprise. An e]enmnr
of the roadblock should be positioned and concealed an
appropriate distance (one Imnd r-cd to several Ilundrc[i
yards) from tile approacil side of tllc roatiiliock to prevent
the escape of any veilicle or person attcl~lpting to turn
around and flee upon sighting the blocit, An eierncnt slmuid
searcil the vehicic and its passengers an(i tirivcrs. If the
roatiiiiock is manned for any length of time, part of the
troops are aiiowed to rest. The rest arex is iocateci near tile
searcil area so that the troops can be turned out quici{ly,

(d) Spcciai Equipment Require(i. For tllc roa(ibloci~ to
achieve maximum resuits, special equipllwnt is rcquircci.
Portable sigrls, in tile native kmguagc onci English, simlll(i
be avaiiab]c. Signs denoting the veilicic searci) nrcfi, vciliclc
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parking arcn, nxtle and female scnrch area, and dismount
p(~int speed lnovcment. Adequate lighting is needed for
the scfircll arco if the roadhtoclc is to function cficiently
at night. COIl~ll~ut~icnti(Jllcquipll~cnt between the wtrious
ttw~p units nwst hc supplie(i. Ilarbcd-wire obstacles ncross
tl~c roatl and around the sc.nrcli arcn should be provicicd.
“1’rm)ps Illust have adequate firepower to withsutnd an
attack or to repulse n vehicle attclnpting to flee or crash
through tllc roadblock.
(2) Mctl)()(l. Tl~er()ndblock islJcst establisl~ed by placing

two pnr:lllcl lines of conccrtinn barbed wire (each with a
g:lp) across the road. ‘rk distance bet\veen these two parallel

ohstaclcs depends on tlic amount of traffic that will have to

bc held in tl)c search arcn. The enclosure formed can then
IW tlsc{l:ls tllcsc:lrcll:lrca. If possibtc, there shottld bcaplncc
inthescnrch area where Iargevchiclcs can beexamincd w~th-
fmr LIChlyillg tllc flo\v of other traffic, \vhich can be dealt \vith
q~lickl~. Accollll~~[)cl:~ti(J1lsare required for searching women
sus]mcrs and l~(jlding persons for further interrogation. If
pf)ssil)lc, the personnel manninga militaryroadblocl{ should
include n Inclnl)cr of the civil police, an interpreter, and n
trained \voInan searcher. An officer or NCO must always be
on ciuty or ck]se to the search area. When a vehicle is
scarchcd, all (wcupants are made to get out and stand clenr
of the vchiclc. The owner or driver should be made to
\\ratchtllc scnrcll of his vehicle. The searcher is always cov-
crcd I)v nnl)rllcr Mnrinc. While tllc search is being UMCIC,
l]t)litcncssnlld umsidcration aresho\vn at all times. Depcnd-
lllg t)n the tyl)c and caqy of vchiclcs, n careful search of
Iikcly hidillg-pl:lccs may require a prol)c. The occupants of
the vcl~iclccall llcscarcl~ccl silllultalle(]~lslyifsufficie[lt search-
crs are nvailal)ic.

c. Scarchillg n J’illage or Iluilt-Up At-ca.
(1) Gcncrnl. Tl~ebasic pl~il(~sopt~yc~fasearch ofavillagc

or Imilt-up arcn is to conduct it with a measureof controlled
imxmvcnicncc t[~ the popul:ltiort. They should be inconvcn-
icnccd to tllc point \vhcrc they will discourage guerrilkw and
their sylnpalhi~.cm froln remaining in their locale, but not to
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such an extent tlult they will I)c driven tf~ collaljt)r:lte \\ill)
them m a t-csult of the search. ‘l-he I:lrgc-scale search II( ;I
village or built-up area is norlmlly a conll~ined police :11111
military operation. It is prcpkmncd in dctnil find rclmlrsttl.
Secrecy is m:lin~lincci in order to achicvc s(lrprisc. I)llysit:ll
reconn:lissancc of the nren is nv(~i(icd :Inll tl~c inft]rllmlit)ll
needed almut tllc ground ol)ti~i[)c(l ftx)i)l aeri~ll ph(m)gr:ll)lli.
Both verticnl ~nd oblique photos arc studied carcflllly. Ill IIIC
case of large cities, the local police Iwty have a (Ictaiicli Illlllj
showing relative size nnd hxxtion of I)uildings. Irt)r SIIIXW,

thescfirch plnn is siluplc and is exccutcd swiftly, Nlctl~()(15;III(I

techniques Cii/] hc varied.
(2) Orgmnizntion of Troops. As vilhrgcs and I,uilt-111, ,,rc:I\

vary, n force is task-organized f~~rc:wli scorch. Al] org:lt)iz:l
tion consisting of troops, polirx, ctc,, is dcsigne<l to aCrXJIII

plish the following:

(a) To surround the arc;] to prevent rxnpc.
(h) To establish roatihlocks.
(c) T() prevent on attack or interference hy fomcs 1)111

side the area.
(d) TO search houses and individuals m necessary an(l [()

identify a suspect.
(e) “T() escort \viulted’pers(ms to tllc place dcsigll:lrc,l.

(3) Comnmncirrnd @ltrol. Norn]olly, a search involving
~ battalion f)r Ill(}rc is hcst controlled by tllc n}ilitfity c{)iil
mandcr \\fitll rhc police in support. For a sfllallcr Swl-cll, il ii
often best for the police to I)c in control witl] tl~e nlilitaty ill
support. Rcgardtcss of the controlling” agency, the :Iclll,il

search is I)cst pcrforillctl hy fliltiVC l)olicc, wlleIl fmsil~lc.
(4) h4ethod.

(a) Appr{mch. An :Irca is apprt):lclled aml surl-t)(in(l(,l
before the inlmhicmts refilizc what is happening. Solll(
times it is hcst to drive into tile rrrca; on otl~cr occ:wii]lh

$ is best to disembark at a distance. Tl}c decision dq)cII~l~

(m the fivnilal)lc nppro:lches, exits, :Ind the I{)cnl situiltitjll

(h) %rtxjunding tltc Arc:l. Ihrirlg tl:lrkllcss, [r(uqw

should lp~t_oilCll I}y 0s ninny [Iiffcrerlt Ioutcsnnd assilcllll}
rrs possihlc. WhCn close to their positiorls, tl~cy SII(NIIII
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do\(l)lc-till)c. After d:lylight, the area can be covered by a
clmin of [Jbscrvotion posts with gaps covered by patrols.
N(,rllmlly, it is illll]t)ssil)le tostlrr{)lll~~l an area completely
f[~r ;u}y Icngtl}of tin}c, duc to the large nulnbcr of troops
required. If necessary, troops dig in, take advantage of
natural cover, and use barbed wire to help maintain their
line.

(c) Reserves. If there is a chance that hostile elements
froll} tl~cotltsi(lcc(j~llcl illtcrfere, rcservcs arc employedto
prevent them from joining the inhabitants of an area under
search. An air observer can assist by detecting and giving
early wnrning of any large-scale movement outside the
isolated area.

(d) Search Parties. Theofficcr incommand of theoper-
ation makes known that the area is to be searched, a house
curfew is in force, and all inhabitants are to remain in-
doors or gather at a central point for searching.

(1) Each search party should consist of at least one
native policeman, protective escort, and a woman
searcher.

(2) When the search is in n building thut has people
in it, the first action required is to get everyone into one
room. The police may give the necessary orders and do

the acrunl searching. Tlw ot)jcct of this search is to
screen for suspcctcd persons.

(3) Buildings are best searched from bottom to top.
i14ine detectors are used to search for arms and ammuni-
tion. Every effort is I]Mdc to avoid unocccssary damage.

(4) After a house is searched, it is Illarked. Persons
awniting search are not allo\vccl to tnove into a searched
building.

(~) In the case of a vacant house, or in cases of re-
sistance, it nlay he ncccssm-y to force entry. After
searching a Imuse c{~lm~ining property but whose occu-
pants arc away, the senrch party cxn nnil it up and place
a sentry outside to prevent looting. Before troops depart,
arrangements are made in the community to protect
empty houses until the occupants return.



~&’J When it is decided to senrch inlmbitallts in onc
cet%htl area, the head of the hmlsc rclll:lins Iwhinc] S(J
that’ he can be present when the II(JUSC itscif is searched.
If this is not done, the head of tt~c IN)USCis in n pmition
to deny knmvlc(ige of nnytlling illclitllill:ltiilg (l]:~t is
found,

(7) A problei)l in searching is (I)c oti<usstion of theft
anti ](mting tlult can be made ~lg:linst ttxmps. In small
searches, it may be possible to ol)tnin a Si~IIC?L~ ccrtif,icate

from the head of the household that nothing has been
stolen, but in a large search this I)}:ly be ilnprzcticnl. In
order to avoi~ accusations of theft, it illoy bc ncccssory
to search in the presence of witnesses.
(e) Lscorts. Wanted persons arc cvficuated m soon as

possible. Troops normally undert:, kc tl~is tmlc; thcrcforc,
escort parties and transportatiml tl]ust I)c p!anncd ill
advance.
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