absolute poverty the situation in which people do not have enough resources for basic survival


achieved status a status attained by effort


achievement test tests designed to measure what has been learned, not ability or potential


adult socialization the process of learning new roles and expectations in adult life


affirmative action programs in education and job hiring that recruit minorities over a wide range but do not use rigid quotas, or those that use admissions slots (quotas) for minorities in education and set aside contracts in the economy


age cohort an aggregate group of people born during the same time period


age differentiation the division of labor or roles in a society on the basis of age


age discrimination different and unequal treatment of people based solely on their age


age norms rules that spell out, implicitly or explicitly, the expectations that society has for different age strata


age prejudice a negative attitude about an age group that is generalized to all people in that group


age–sex (age–gender) pyramid a graphic representation of the age and gender structure of a society


age stereotypes preconceived judgments about what different age groups are like


age stratification the hierarchical ranking of age groups in society


ageism the institutionalized practice of age prejudice and discrimination


alienation the feeling of powerlessness and separation from one’s group or society


altruistic suicide the type of suicide that can occur when there is excessive regulation of individuals by social forces


Alzheimer’s disease a degenerative form of dementia that involves neurological changes in the brain


anabolic steroids muscle mass enhancing drugs


anomic suicide the type of suicide occurring when there are disintegrating forces in the society that make individuals feel lost or alone


anomie the condition existing when social regulations (norms) in a society break down


anorexia nervosa; anorexia a condition characterized by compulsive dieting resulting in self-starvation


anticipatory socialization the process of learning the expectations associated with a role one expects to enter in the future


anti-Semitism the belief or behavior that defines Jewish people as inferior and that targets them for stereotyping, mistreatment, and acts of hatred


applied sociology the use of sociological research and theory in solving real human problems


ascribed status a status determined at birth


assimilation process by which a minority becomes socially, economically, and culturally absorbed within the dominant society


attribution error erroneously attributing the causes of someone’s behavior to only their membership in some out-group


attribution theory the principle that dispositional attributions are made about others (what the other is “really like”) under certain conditions, such as outgroup membership


authoritarian personality a personality characterized by a tendency to rigidly categorize people and to submit to authority, rigidly conform, and be intolerant of ambiguity


authority power that is perceived by others as legitimate


automation the process by which human labor is replaced by machines


autonomous state model a theoretical model of the state that interprets the state as developing interests of its own, independent of other interests


aversive racism a subtle, nonobvious, or covert form of racism


back-to-basics movement push among some professional educators to stress the “basics” of reading, writing, and arithmetic and the “canon” of classic literature


beliefs shared ideas held collectively by people within a given culture


bilateral kinship system a kinship system in which descent is traced through the father and the mother


biological determinism explanations that attribute complex social phenomena to physical characteristics


bioterrorism the dispersion of chemicals or biological substances intended to cause widespread disease and death


brainwashing thesis claims that innocent people are tricked into religious conversion, that religious cults manipulate and coerce people into accepting their beliefs


bulimia an eating disorder characterized by alternate binge-eating followed by purging or induced vomiting


bureaucracy a type of formal organization characterized by an authority hierarchy, a clear division of labor, explicit rules, and impersonality


capitalism an economic system based on the pursuit of profit and the sanctity of private property


care work all of the labor that is needed to nurture, reproduce, and sustain people, which is critical to the maintenance of social institutions


caste system a system of stratification (characterized by low social mobility) in which one’s place in the stratification system is determined by birth


census a count of the entire population of a country


charisma a quality attributed to individuals believed by their followers to have special powers


charismatic authority authority derived from the personal appeal of a leader


churches formal organizations that see themselves and are seen by society as primary and legitimate religious institutions


class see social class


class consciousness the awareness that a class structure exists and the feeling of shared identification with others in one’s class with whom one perceives common life chances


class system a system of stratification in which location and rank can change according to individual achievements, even though one’s class is still strongly determined by social background


coercive organization an organization characterized by membership that is largely involuntary


cognitive ability the capacity for abstract thinking


cognitive elite term used to describe the upper classes in society, based on the premise that they possess a genetically based high intelligence


cohabitation the practice of living together outside of marriage


cohort; birth cohort all persons born within a given time period


collective behavior behavior that occurs when the usual conventions are suspended and people collectively establish new norms of behavior in response to an emerging situation


collective consciousness the body of beliefs that are common to a community or society and that give people a sense of belonging


collective preoccupations forms of collective behavior wherein many people over a relatively broad social spectrum engage in similar behavior and have a shared definition of their behavior as needed to bring social change or to identify their place in the society
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colonialism system by which western nations became wealthy by taking raw materials from colonized societies and reaping profits from products finished in the homeland


color-blind racism ignoring legitimate racial–ethnic, cultural, and other differences between groups


coming out the process of openly defining oneself as gay or lesbian


commodity chain the network of production and labor processes by which a product becomes a finished commodity; by following the commodity chain, it is evident which countries gain profits and which ones are being exploited


communism an economic system in which the state is the sole owner of the systems of production


comparable worth the principle of paying women and men equivalent wages for jobs involving similar levels of skill


competition theory an explanation of riots as resulting from conflicts between different groups who compete for limited resources


compulsory heterosexuality the idea that heterosexual identity is not a choice but is created by institutions that treat heterosexuality as the only legitimate form of sexual identity


concept any abstract characteristic or attribute that can be potentially measured


conflict theory a theoretical perspective that emphasizes the role of power and coercion in producing social order


contact theory the theory that prejudice will be reduced through social interaction with those of different race or ethnicity but of equal status


contagion theory the idea (from Gustave LeBon) that people in crowds are highly suggestible and that the crowd takes on a single way of acting and thinking


content analysis the analysis of meanings in cultural artifacts such as books, songs, and other forms of cultural communication


contingent workers those who do not hold regular jobs but whose employment is dependent on demand, including those who contract independently with employers, temporary workers, on-call workers, the self-employed, part-time workers, and day laborers


controlled experiment a method of collecting data that can determine whether a given factor causes something independently of other factors


convergence theory a theory of rioting that focuses on the participants and presupposes that rioters are acting on predispositions and attitudes


conversion a transformation of religious identity


core countries; core nations within world systems theory, those nations that are more technologically advanced


corporate crime wrongdoing that occurs within the context of a formal organization or bureaucracy and is sanctioned by the organization’s norms


correlation a statistical technique that analyzes patterns of association between pairs of sociological variables


counterculture subculture created as a reaction against the values of the dominant culture


craze form of collective behavior with very intense involvement for participants


credentialism the insistence upon educational credentials only for their own sake


crime one form of deviance; specifically, behavior that violates criminal laws


criminology the study of crime from a social scientific perspective


cross tabulation a table showing the relationship between two variables


crude birthrate the number of live births each year for every 1000 members of the population


crude death rate the number of deaths each year for every 1000 members of the population


cult a religious group devoted to a specific cause or charismatic leader


cultural capital cultural resources that are socially designated as being worthy (such as knowledge of elite culture) and that give advantages to groups possessing such capital


cultural diffusion the transmission of cultural elements from one society or culture to another


cultural hegemony the pervasive and excessive influence of one culture throughout society


cultural pluralism pattern whereby groups maintain their distinctive culture and history


cultural relativism the idea that something can be understood and judged only in relationship to the cultural context in which it appears


culture the complex system of meaning and behavior that defines the way of life for a given group or society


culture lag the delay in cultural adjustments to changing social conditions


culture of poverty the argument that poverty is a way of life and, like other cultures, is passed on from generation to generation


culture shock the feeling of disorientation that can come when one encounters a new or rapidly changed cultural situation


cyberspace interaction an interaction between people through the medium of computer networks


cyberterrorism the use of the computer to commit one or more terrorist acts


cyclical theory (of social change) from Arnold Toynbee, the theory that certain patterns of social structure and culture recur at different times in the same society


data the systematic information that sociologists use to investigate research questions


data analysis the process by which sociologists organize collected data to discover what patterns and uniformities are revealed


debunking the process of looking behind the facades of everyday life


deductive reasoning a form of reasoning in which specific hypotheses, or predictions, are derived from general principles


de facto segregation segregation “in fact” but not necessarily by law


defensive medicine practiced by physicians who order extra precautionary tests on a patient in an effort to fend off a lawsuit by the patient


deindustrialization the transition from a predominantly goods-producing economy to one based on the provision of services


de jure segregation segregation as defined by law


dementia term used to describe a variety of diseases that involve some permanent damage to the brain


democracy system of government based on the principle of representing all people through the right to vote


demographic transition theory the theory that societies pass through phases based on economic development, which affects the birth and death rates


demography the scientific study of population


denomination religious organizations that unite various congregations into a single administrative structure


dependency theory the global theory that maintains that industrialized nations hold less industrialized nations in a dependency, thus exploitative, relationship that benefits the industrialized nations at the expense of the less industrialized ones, whose upward mobility in the global economy is prevented


dependent variable the variable that is a presumed effect


deviance behavior that is recognized as violating expected rules and norms


deviant career the sequence of movements people make through a particular system of deviance


deviant community groups that are organized around particular forms of social deviance


deviant identity the definition a person has of himself or herself as a deviant


dictatorship form of government where power resides in the rule of one person who acquires power through force and
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maintains it usually through having control of the military


differential association theory theory that interprets deviance as behavior one learns through interaction with others


discrimination overt negative and unequal treatment of the members of some social group or stratum solely because of their membership in that group or stratum


disengagement theory part of functionalist theory, which predicts that as people age, they gradually withdraw from participation in society


diversity the variety of group experiences resulting from the social structure


division of labor the systematic interrelation of different tasks that develops in complex societies


doing gender a theoretical perspective that interprets gender as something that is accomplished through the ongoing social interactions people have with one another


dominant culture the culture of the most powerful group in society


dominant group the group that assigns a racial or ethnic group to subordinate status in society


dominative racism obvious and overt racism, sometimes called “old-fashioned” racism


double deprivation the situation in poor countries where women suffer because they are in poverty and because they are women


dramaturgical model a perspective that sees society like a stage (that is, a drama) wherein social actors are “on stage,” projecting and portraying social roles to others


dual labor market theory theroetical description of the occupational system defining it as divided into two major segments: The primary labor market and the secondary labor market


dyad a group consisting of two people


ecological demography a field combining the study of demography (population) with the study of human ecology


ecological globalization the worldwide dispersion of problems and issues involving the relationships between humans and the physical and social global environments


economic restructuring contemporary transformations in the basic structure of work that are permanently altering the workplace, including the changing composition of the workplace, deindustrialization, the use of enhanced technology, and the development of a global economy


economy the system on which the production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services is based


educational attainment the total years of formal education


educational deflation the decline in the value of a college education arising from increases over time in the number of persons graduating from college; the decline in value of a bachelor’s degree


egalitarian societies societies or groups where men and women share power


ego the part of the self representing reason and common sense


egoistic suicide the type of suicide that occurs when people feel totally detached from society


elite crime crimes committed primarily by those in the upper class in the context of their “ordinary activities,” such as tax evasion, embezzlement, etc.


elite deviance the wrongdoing of wealthy and powerful individuals and organizations


emergent norm theory theory of collective behavior postulating that, when people are faced with an unusual situation, they create meanings that define and direct the situation


emigration (vs. immigration) migration of people from one society to another (also called out-migration)


emotional labor work that is intended to produce a desired emotional effect on a client


empirical refers to something that is based on careful and systematic observation


endogamy the practice of selecting mates from within one’s group


Enlightenment the period in seventeenthand eighteenth-century Europe characterized by faith in the ability of human reason to solve society’s problems


environmental racism the dumping of toxic wastes with disproportionate frequency at or very near areas with high concentrations of minorities


epidemiology the study of all factors— biological, social, economic, and cultural —that are associated with disease and health


estate system a system of stratification in which the ownership of property and the exercise of power is monopolized by an elite or noble class, which has total control over societal resources


ethnic group a social category of people who share a common culture, such as a common language or dialect, a common religion, and common norms, practices, and customs


ethnocentrism the belief that one’s ingroup is superior to all out-groups


ethnomethodology a technique for studying human interaction by deliberately disrupting social norms and observing how individuals attempt to restore normalcy


ethnoreligious group an extreme form of an exclusive religious group


eugenics movement a social movement in the early twentieth century that sought to apply scientific principles of genetic selection to “improve” the offspring of the human race


euthanasia the act of killing a severely ill person or allowing the person to die, as an act of mercy


evaluation research research assessing the effect of policies and programs


evolutionary social theory a theory of social change that predicts that societies change in a single direction over time


exclusive religious group religious groups with an easily identifiable religion and culture, including distinctive beliefs and strong moral teachings; they have little tolerance for diversity


exogamy the practice of selecting mates from outside one’s group


expressive crowds crowds whose primary function is the release or expression of emotion


expressive needs needs for intimacy, companionship, and emotional support


extended families families in which a large group of related households live together


extreme poverty the situation in which people live on less than per year $275 U.S.


fad form of collective behavior that involves a novel, though usually shortlived, change


false consciousness the thought resulting from subordinate classes internalizing the view of the dominant class


family a primary group of people— usually related by ancestry, marriage, or adoption—who form a cooperative economic unit and care for any young (and each other); who consider their identity to be intimately attached to the group; and who are committed to maintaining the group over time


Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA)


federal law requiring employers to grant employees a total of twelve weeks of unpaid leave to care for newborn or newly adopted children or a family member with serious health needs


family wage system a wage structure based on the assumption that men are the breadwinners for families


fashion form of collective behavior wherein something novel is introduced into society


feminism beliefs and actions that attempt to bring justice, fairness, and equity to all women, regardless of their race, age, class, sexual orientation, or other characteristics


feminization of poverty the process whereby a growing proportion of the poor are women and children


field research research which usually involves the participation of the researcher with the people or group(s) being studied
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first-world countries industrialized nations based on a market economy and with democratically elected governments


folkways the general standards of behavior adhered to by a group


formal organization a large secondary group organized to accomplish a complex task or set of tasks


forms of racism types of racism such as old-fashioned racism, aversive racism, laissez-faire racism, color-blind racism, and others


frame schemes of interpretation that allow people in groups to perceive, identify, and label events within their lives that can become the basis for collective action


functionalism a theoretical perspective that interprets each part of society in terms of how it contributes to the stability of the whole


game stage the stage in childhood when children become capable of taking a multitude of roles at the same time


gemeinschaft German for community, a state characterized by a sense of fellow feeling among the members of a society, including strong personal ties, sturdy primary group memberships, and a sense of personal loyalty to one another; associated with rural life


gender socially learned expectations and behaviors associated with members of each sex


gender development index a calculation based on gender inequalities in life expectancy, educational attainment, and income for different countries


gender gap term referring to the differences in women’s and men’s political attitudes and behavior


gender identity one’s definition of self as a woman or man


gender segregation the distribution of men and women in different jobs in the labor force


gender socialization the process by which men and women learn the expectations associated with their sex


gender stratification the hierarchical distribution of social and economic resources according to gender


gendered institution the idea that whole institutions are patterned by gender


gendered racism the principle that the effects of racism and sexism are inseparable


generalization a claim that a finding represents something greater than the specific observations on which the finding is based


generalized other the abstract composite of social roles and social expectations


generational equity the question of whether one age group or generation is unfairly taxed to support the needs and interests of another generation


gesellschaft German for society, a form of social organization characterized by a high division of labor, less prominence of personal ties, the lack of a sense of community among the members, and the absence of a feeling of belonging; associated with urban life


glass ceiling popular concept referring to the limits that women and minorities experience in job mobility


global culture diffusion of a single culture throughout the world


global economy term used to refer to the fact that all dimensions of the economy now cross national borders


global stratification the systematic inequalities between and among different groups within nations that result from the differences in wealth, power, and prestige of different societies relative to their position in the international economy


globalization increased economic, political, and social interconnectedness and interdependence among societies in the world


government those state institutions that represent the population and make rules that govern the society


greenhouse effect a rise in the earth’s surface temperature caused by heat trapped by excess carbon dioxide in the atmosphere


gross national income the total output of goods and services produced by residents of a country each year plus the income from nonresident sources, divided by the size of the population


group a collection of individuals who interact and communicate, share goals and norms, and who have a subjective awareness as “we”


group size effect the effect upon a person of groups of varying sizes


groupthink the tendency for group members to reach a consensus at all costs


hate crime assaults and other malicious acts directed against gays, the disabled, and racial, ethnic, or religious groups


health maintenance organization (HMO)


a cooperative of doctors and other medical personnel who provide medical services in exchange for a set membership fee


hermaphroditism a condition produced when irregularities in chromosome formation or fetal differentiation produce persons with mixed sex characteristics


heterosexism the institutionalization of heterosexuality as the only socially legitimate sexual orientation


holistic medicine medical treatment directed toward a person’s entire mental and physical state


homogamy the pattern by which people select mates with similar social characteristics to their own


homophobia the fear and hatred of homosexuality


hospice movement movement to provide in-home care for terminally ill patients as an alternative to hospitalization


household term used by the U.S. census to refer to all persons (may or may not be related) occupying a housing unit


human capital theory a theory that explains differences in wages as the result of differences in the individual characteristics of the workers


human ecology the study of the interdependence between humans and their physical environment


human ecosystem a system involving interaction of humans with the physical environment


human poverty index a multidimensional measure of poverty, meant to indicate the degree of deprivation in four basic dimensions of human life: a long and healthy life, knowledge, economic wellbeing, and social inclusion


humanitarianism the principle that human reason can successfully direct social change for the betterment of society


hypothesis a statement about what one expects to find in research


hysterical contagion collective phenomenon wherein symptoms of an illness spread among a group, even though there is no physiological disease present


id the part of the personality that includes various impulses and drives, including sexual passions and desires, biological urges, and human instincts


identity how one defines oneself


ideology a belief system that tries to explain and justify the status quo


imitation stage the stage in childhood when children copy the behavior of those around them


immigration (vs. emigration) the migration of people into a society from outside (also called in-migration)


impression management a process by which people control how others perceive them


inclusive religious group religious groups with a moderate and liberal religious orientation and tolerance for diversity


income the amount of money brought into a household from various sources during a given year (wages, investment income, dividends, and so on)


independent variable a variable treated as the presumed cause of a particular result


index crime largely “street” crimes of a serious nature such as armed robbery or drug dealing


index of dissimilarity a measure used to indicate the number of workers who
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would have to change jobs to have the same occupational distribution as the comparison group


indicator something that points to or reflects an abstract concept


inductive reasoning a logical process of building general principles from specific observations


infant mortality rate the number of deaths per year of infants under age 1 for every 1000 live births


informant a group member secretly in alliance with the researcher, as an aid to the researcher in studying the group


inner-directedness a condition wherein the individual’s behavior is guided by internal principles and morals


institution see social institution


institutional racism racism involving notions of racial or ethnic inferiority that have become ingrained into society’s institutions


instrumental needs emotionally neutral, task-oriented (goal-oriented) needs


interaction see social interaction


interest group a constituency in society organized to promote its own agenda


interlocking directorate organizational linkages created when the same people sit on the boards of directors of a number of different corporations


international division of labor system of labor whereby products are produced globally, while profits accrue only to a few


intervening variable a variable caused by the independent variable and which in turn causes the dependent variable


iron law of oligarchy process wherein a small elite become increasingly powerful as bureaucratic leaders become enchanted with their elite status and make decisions that protect their power


issues problems that affect large numbers of people and have their origins in the institutional arrangements and history of a society


job displacement the permanent loss of certain job types that occurs when employment patterns shift


kinesic communication communication by means of body motion; body language


kinship system the pattern of relationships that define people’s family relationships to one another


labeling effect the effect of educational track (role) assignment as distinct from the effect of cognitive ability


labeling theory a theory that interprets the responses of others as most significant in understanding deviant behavior


labor force participation rate the percentage of those in a given category who are employed


laissez-faire racism negative stereotyping of minorities; and blaming minorities themselves for economic, occupational, and educational lack of achievement


language a set of symbols and rules that, put together in a meaningful way, provides a complex communication system


latent functions indirect, nonobvious consequences (functions) emerging from the activities of institutions


law the written set of guidelines that define what is right and wrong in society


liberal feminism a feminist theoretical perspective asserting that the origin of women’s inequality is in traditions of the past that pose barriers to women’s advancement


life chances the opportunities that people have in common by virtue of belonging to a particular class


life course perspective sociological framework for studying aging that connects people’s personal attributes, the roles they occupy, the life events they experience, and their sociohistorical context


life expectancy the probable number of years a particular group is likely to live on average, given aggregate statistical patterns


looking-glass self the idea that people’s conception of self arises through reflection about their relationship to others


macroanalysis analysis of large processes and structures, such as institutions


macrochange a social change that is relatively gradual and that broadly affects many aspects of a society


Malthusian theory after T. R. Malthus, the principle that a population tends to grow faster than the subsistence (food) level needed to sustain it


managed care a health care system wherein all individuals are members of an HMO (health maintenance organization), with the intent of reducing fees and insurance costs


manifest functions the stated and open goals of social behavior


market research a type of evaluation research, the purpose of which is to evaluate the sales potential of some product or service


mass media channels of communication that are available to very wide segments of the population


master status some characteristic of a person that overrides all other features of the person’s identity


material culture the objects created in a given society—its buildings, art, tools, toys, print and broadcast media, and other tangible objects


matriarchal religion religions based on the centrality of female goddesses, who may be seen as the source of food, nurturance, and love or who may serve as emblems of the power of women


matriarchy a society or group in which women have power over men


matrilineal kinship system kinship systems in which family lineage (or ancestry) is traced through the mother


matrilocal kinship system kinship systems in which women continue to live with their families of origin after marriage


mean the sum of a set of values divided by the number of cases from which the values are obtained; an average


means of production the system by which goods are produced and distributed


median the midpoint in a series of values that are arranged in numerical order


median income the midpoint of all household incomes


Medicaid governmental assistance program for the poor


medical model a framework that interprets a given condition as purely a physiological or medical issue


medicalization of deviance explanations of deviant behavior that interpret deviance as the result of individual pathology or sickness


Medicare governmental assistance program for the elderly


microanalysis analysis of processes and structures of social interaction, such as types of interactions or groups


microchange a subtle alteration in the day-to-day interaction between people


military–industrial complex term used to describe the linkage between business and military interests


minority group any distinct group in society that shares common group characteristics and is forced to occupy low status in society because of prejudice and discrimination


miscegenation the mixing of races through marriage


mismatch theory argument that a group’s disadvantage in the labor market results from the combination of residential segregation in center cities and the movement of jobs to suburban areas


mobilization the process by which social movements and their leaders secure people and resources for the movement


mode the value that appears most frequently in a set of data


modernization a process of social change initiated by industrialization and followed by increased social differentiation and division of labor


modernization theory a view of globalization in which global development is a worldwide process affecting nearly all societies that have been touched by technological change


monarchy form of government characterized by having a head of state who rules
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for life and where authority tends to be inherited


monogamy the marriage practice of a sexually exclusive relationship with one spouse at a time


monotheism the worship of a single god


moral entrepreneurs people who organize a social movement to reform how a particular behavior is morally perceived and handled


mores strict norms that control moral and ethical behavior


multiculturalism modes of thinking that view society through the plural experiences of its diverse membership


multiculturalism movement the push to introduce into the elementary, high school, and college curricula more courses on different and diverse subcultures and groups, ethnic groups, and gender studies


multidimensional evolutionary theory (of social change) a theory predicting that over time societies follow not one but several evolutionary paths


multinational corporation companies that draw a large share of their revenues from foreign investments and that conduct business across national borders


multiracial feminism form of feminist theory noting the exclusion of women of color from other forms of theory and centering its analysis in the experiences of all women


neoevolutionary theory see multidimensional evolutionary theory


neolocal residence the practice whereby newly wedded couples establish their own residence


new social movement theory a theory about social movements linking culture, ideology, and identity conceptually to explain how new identities are forged within social movements


newly industrializing countries (NICs)


countries that have shown rapid growth and have emerged as developed countries


noncore (peripheral) nations within world systems theory, those nations that are less technologically advanced


nonmaterial culture the norms, laws, customs, ideas, and beliefs of a group of people


normative organization an organization that people join in order to pursue goals they consider worthwhile


norms the specific cultural expectations for how to act in a given situation


nuclear families families in which married couples reside together with their children


object relations theory a psychoanalytic theory of socialization arguing that social relationships children experience early in life determine the development of their personality


occupational distribution the pattern by which workers are located in the occupational system


occupational prestige the subjective evaluation people give to jobs as better or worse than others


occupational segregation the pattern by which workers are separated into different occupations on the basis of social characteristics such as race and gender


organic metaphor refers to the similarity early sociologists saw between society and other organic systems


organic (contractual) solidarity unity based on role differentiation, not similarity


organizational crime wrongdoing that occurs within an organizational context and that is sanctioned by the norms and operating principles of the organization


other-directedness a condition wherein the individual’s behavior is guided by the behavior of others


out-group homogeneity effect the tendency to perceive members of an out-group as identical in various characteristics


paralinguistic communication communication that is conveyed by voice pitch, loudness, rhythm, emphasis, frequency, and other such nonverbal elements


participant observation a method whereby the sociologist becomes both a participant in the group being studied and a scientific observer of the group


patriarchal religion religion in which the beliefs and practices of the religion are based on male power and authority


patriarchy a society or group in which men have power over women


patrilineal kinship system kinship systems in which family lineage (or ancestry) is traced through the father


patrilocal kinship system kinship systems in which, following marriage, women are separated from their families of origin and reside with the husband’s kinship group


peers those of similar status


percentage parts per hundred


peripheral countries poor countries, largely agricultural, having little power or influence in the world system


personal crime violent or nonviolent crimes directed against people


personal transformation movements


social movements that aim to change the individual


personality the relatively consistent pattern of behavior, feelings, and beliefs in a given person


play stage the stage in childhood when children begin to take on the roles of significant people in their environment


pluralist model a theoretical model of power in society as coming from the representation of diverse interests of different groups in society


policy research research intended to produce results for social policy


political action committees (PACs) groups of people who organize to support candidates they feel will represent their views


political process theory explanation of social movements positing that movements achieve success by exploiting a combination of internal factors


polyandry a marriage practice of a woman having more than one husband


polygamy a marriage practice in which men or women can have multiple marriage partners


polygyny the marriage practice of a man having more than one wife


polytheism the worship of more than one deity


popular culture the beliefs, practices, and objects that are part of everyday traditions


population a relatively large collection of people (or other unit) that a researcher studies and about which generalizations are made


population density the number of persons per square mile


population replacement level a condition wherein the combined birthrate and death rate sustains the population at a steady level


positivism a system of thought in which accurate observation and description is considered the highest form of knowledge


postindustrial society society organized around the provision of services


postmodernism a theoretical perspective based on the idea that society is not an objective thing but is found in the words and images—or discourses—that people use to represent behavior and ideas


poverty line the figure established by the government to indicate the amount of money needed to support the basic needs of a household


power a person or group’s ability to exercise influence and control over others


power elite model a theoretical model of power positing a strong link between government and business


predictive validity the extent to which a test accurately predicts later college grades, or some other criterion such as likelihood of graduating


pre-industrial society one that directly uses the land as a major means of survival


prejudice the negative evaluation of a social group, and individuals within that group, based upon conceptions held about the group despite facts that contradict them


prestige the perceived value placed upon different groups or people


primary deviance the violation of a norm or law
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primary group a group characterized by intimate, face-to-face interaction and relatively long-lasting relationships


probability the likelihood that a specific behavior or event will occur


profane that which is of the everyday, secular world and is specifically not religious


propaganda information disseminated by a group or organization (such as the state) intended to justify the power of dominant groups


property crime crimes involving theft of property without bodily harm


Protestant Ethic belief that hard work and self-denial lead to salvation


proxemic communication meaning conveyed by the amount of space maintained between interacting individuals


psychoanalytic theory a theory of socialization positing that the unconscious mind shapes human behavior


quadruple jeopardy phrase referring to the simultaneous effects of being old, minority, female, and poor


qualitative research research that is somewhat less structured yet focused on a question being asked; it is more interpretive and tends to have greater depth than quantitative research


quantitative research research that uses statistical methods


queer theory a perspective that interprets various dimensions of sexuality as thoroughly social and constructed through institutional practices


race a social category, or social construction, that we treat as distinct on the basis of certain characteristics, some biological, that have been assigned social importance in the society


racial formation process by which groups come to be defined as a “race” through social institutions such as the law and schools


racial profiling the use of race alone as the criterion to decide whether police stop and detain someone, such as the driver of an automobile, on suspicion of committing a crime


racialization a process whereby some social category such as social class or nationality takes on what are perceived in the society to be race characteristics


racism the perception and treatment of a racial or ethnic group, or member of that group, as intellectually, socially, and culturally inferior to one’s own group


radical feminism feminist theoretical perspective that interprets patriarchy as the primary cause of women’s oppression


radical movements social movements that seek fundamental change in the structure of society


random sample a sample that gives everyone in the population an equal chance of being selected


rate parts per a given number (for example, per 10,000, per 100,000)


rational choice theory the theory that humans are capable of making costbenefit analyses of what to do and how many children to have


rational-legal authority authority stemming from rules and regulations, typically written down as laws, procedures, or codes of conduct


rationalization of society term used by Max Weber to describe society being increasingly organized around legal, empirical, and scientific forms of thought


reactionary movements social movements organized to resist change or to reinstate an earlier social order that participants perceive to be better


reference group any group (to which one may or may not belong) used by the individual as a standard for evaluating her or his attitudes, values, and behaviors


reflection hypothesis the idea that the mass media reflect the values of the general population


reform movements social movements that seek change through legal or other mainstream political means, by working within existing institutions


relative poverty a definition of poverty that is set in comparison with an established standard


reliability the likelihood that a particular measure would produce the same results if the measure were repeated


religion an institutionalized system of symbols, beliefs, values, and practices by which a group of people interprets and responds to what they feel is sacred and that provides answers to questions of ultimate meaning


religiosity the intensity and consistency of practice of a person’s (or group’s) faith


religious socialization the process by which one learns a particular religious faith


replication study research that is repeated exactly but on a different group of people at a different time


research design the overall logic and strategy used in a research project


residential segregation the spatial separation of racial and ethnic groups in different residential areas


resocialization the process by which existing social roles are radically altered or replaced


resource mobilization theory theory of how social movements develop that focuses on how movements gain momentum by successfully garnering organizational resources


revolution the overthrow of a state or the total transformation of central state institutions


risky shift the tendency for group members, after discussion and interaction, to engage in riskier behavior than they would while alone


rite of passage ceremony or ritual that symbolizes the passage of an individual from one role to another


ritual symbolic activities that express a group’s spiritual convictions


role the expected behavior associated with a given status in society


role conflict two or more roles associated with contradictory expectations


role model a person we admire and whose behavior we imitate


role set all the roles occupied by a person at a given time


role strain conflicting expectations within the same role


sacred that which is set apart from ordinary activity, seen as holy, and protected by special rites and rituals


salience principle categorizing people on the basis of what initially appears prominent about them


sample any subset from a population that a researcher studies


Sapir–Whorf hypothesis a theory that language determines other aspects of culture because language provides the categories through which social reality is defined and perceived


scapegoat theory argument that dominant group aggression is directed toward a minority as a substitute for frustration with some other problem


scapegoating process whereby a group collectively identifies another group as a threat to the perceived social order and incorrectly blames the other group for problems they have not caused


schooling the formal, institutionalized aspects of education


scientific method the steps in a research process, including observation, hypothesis testing, analysis of data, and generalization


script a learned performance of a social role


second-world countries socialist countries with state-managed economies and typically without a democratically elected government


secondary deviance behavior that results from being labeled deviant, regardless of whether the person has previously engaged in deviance


secondary group a group that is relatively large in number and not as intimate or enduring as a primary group


sect groups that have broken off from an established church


secular the ordinary beliefs of daily life that are specifically not religious


secularization the process by which religious institutions, behavior, and consciousness lose their religious significance


segregation the spatial and social separation of racial and ethnic groups


self our concept of who we are, as formed in relationship to others
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self-esteem the value a person places on his or her identity


self-fulfilling prophecy the process by which merely applying a label changes behavior and thus tends to justify the label


semiperipheral countries semi-industrialized countries that represent a kind of middle class within the world system


sex used to refer to biological identity as male or female


sex ratio the number of males per 100 females


sexism a system of practices and beliefs through which women are controlled and exploited because of the significance given to differences between the sexes


sexology the scientific study of sex


sexual harassment unwanted physical or verbal sexual behavior that occurs in the context of a relationship of unequal power and that is experienced as a threat to the victim’s job or educational activities


sexual orientation the manner in which individuals experience sexual arousal and pleasure


sexual politics the link feminists argue exists between sexuality and power and between sexuality and race, class, and gender oppression


sexual revolution the widespread changes in men’s and women’s roles and a greater public acceptance of sexuality as a normal part of social development


sexual scripts the ideas taught to us about what is appropriate sexual behavior for a person of our gender


sick role a pattern of expectations of behaviors defined in society as appropriate for one who is ill


significant others those with whom we have a close affiliation


social action behavior to which people give meaning


social change the alteration of social interaction, social institutions, stratification systems, and elements of culture over time


social change movements movements that aim to change some aspect of society


social class the social structural, hierarchical position groups hold relative to the economic, social, political, and cultural resources of society


social construction a theoretical perspective that explains sexual identity as created and learned within a cultural, social, and historical context


social control a process by which groups and individuals within those groups are brought into conformity with dominant social expectations


social control agents those who institutionally regulate and administer responses to deviance, such as the police and mental health workers


social control theory theory that explains deviance as the result of the weakening of social bonds


Social Darwinism the idea that society evolves to allow the survival of the fittest


social differentiation the process by which different statuses in any group, organization, or society develop


social drift theory interprets people as moving into religious cults gradually, particularly if they have experienced recent personal strains or have become disenchanted with their prior affiliations


social epidemiology the study of the effects of social and cultural factors upon disease and health


social facts social patterns that are external to individuals


social identity complexity a term referring to how a person subjectively interprets the interrelationships among multiple group identities


social institution an established and organized system of social behavior with a recognized purpose


social interaction behavior between two or more people that is given meaning


social learning theory a theory of socialization positing that the formation of identity is a learned response to social stimuli


social mobility a person’s movement over time from one class to another


social movement a group that acts with some continuity and organization to promote or resist change in society


social network a set of links between individuals or other social units such as groups or organizations


social organization the order established in social groups


social sanctions mechanisms of social control that enforce norms


social stratification a relatively fixed hierarchical arrangement in society by which groups have different access to resources, power, and perceived social worth; a system of structured social inequality


social structure the patterns of social relationships and social institutions that comprise society


socialism an economic institution characterized by state ownership and management of the basic industries


socialist feminism a feminist theoretical perspective that interprets the origins of women’s oppression as lying in the system of capitalism


socialization the process through which people learn the expectations of society


socialization agents those who pass on social expectations


society a system of social interactions that includes both culture and social organization


socioeconomic status (SES) a measure of class standing, typically indicated by income, occupational prestige, and educational attainment


sociological imagination the ability to see the societal patterns that influence individual and group life


sociology the study of human behavior in society


standardized ability test tests given to large populations and scored with respect to population averages


state the organized system of power and authority in society


status an established position in a social structure that carries with it a degree of prestige


status attainment the process by which people end up in a given position in the stratification system


status inconsistency exists when the different statuses occupied by the individual bring with them significantly different amounts of prestige


status set the complete set of statuses occupied by a person at a given time


stereotype an oversimplified set of beliefs about the members of a social group or social stratum that is used to categorize individuals of that group


stereotype interchangeablility the principle that negative stereotypes are interchangeable from one racial group (or gender or social class) to another


stereotype threat effect a decrease in ability test score resulting from the stress and fear of confirming a negative racial, ethnic, or gender stereotype


stigma an attribute that is socially devalued and discredited


structural strain theory a theory that interprets deviance as originating in the tensions that exist in society between cultural goals and the means people have to achieve those goals


structural unemployment loss of work that occurs because of changes at the societal level


subculture the culture of groups whose values and norms of behavior are somewhat different from those of the dominant culture


superego the dimension of the self representing the standards of society


sweatshop a workplace where an employer violates more than one law regarding federal or state labor, industrial homework, occupational safety and health, workers’ compensation, or industry regulation


symbolic interaction theory a theoretical perspective claiming that people act
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toward things because of the meaning things have for them


symbols things or behavior to which people give meaning


taboos behaviors that bring the most serious sanctions


taking the role of the other the process of imagining oneself from the point of view of another


teacher expectancy effect the effect of the teacher’s expectations on the student’s actual performance, independent of the student’s ability


Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) federal program by which grants are given to states to administer welfare


terrorism premeditated, politically motivated violence perpetrated against noncombatant targets by persons or groups who use their action to try to achieve their political ends


tertiary deviance deviance that occurs when the deviant fully accepts the deviant role, but rejects the stigma associated with it


thermal pollution the heating up of the earth’s rivers and lakes as a result of the chemical discharges of heavy industry


third-world countries countries that are poor, underdeveloped, largely rural, and with high levels of poverty; typically, governments in such countries are autocratic dictatorships and wealth is concentrated in the hands of a small elite


Title IX federal law that prohibits gender discrimination in any educational institution that receives federal funds


total institution an organization cut off from the rest of society in which individuals are subject to strict social control


totem an object or living thing that a religious group regards with special awe and reverence


tracking grouping, or stratifying, students in school on the basis of ability test scores


traditional authority authority stemming from long-established patterns that give certain people or groups legitimate power in society


tradition-directedness conformity to longstanding and time-honored norms and practices


transnational family families where one parent (or both) live in one country while other immediate family members live in other countries


transnational social movement a social movement whose organization crosses national boundaries


triad a group consisting of three people


triadic segregation the tendency for a triad to separate into a dyad and an isolate


troubles privately felt problems that come from events or feelings in one individual’s life


Tuskegee Syphilis Study an unethical study of about 400 syphilis-infected African American men who went untreated for the disease for forty years, from 1932 to 1972, even though a cure (penicillin) was discovered in the early 1950s


underclass those with little or no opportunity for movement out of the worst poverty


underemployment a term used to describe being employed at a level below what would be expected, given a person’s level of training or education


unemployment rate the percentage of those not working but officially defined as looking for work


unidimensional evolutionary theory a theory that predicts that societies over time follow a single path from simple and structurally undifferentiated to more complex and structurally differentiated


urban underclass a grouping of people, largely minority and poor, who live at the absolute bottom of the socioeconomic ladder in urban areas


urbanization is the extent to which a community has the characteristics associated with city life


utilitarian organization an organization, either profit or nonprofit, that is joined by individuals for specific purposes, such as monetary reward


validity the degree to which an indicator accurately measures or reflects a concept


values the abstract standards in a society or group that define ideal principles


variable something that can have more than one value


verstehen the process of understanding social behavior from the point of view of those engaged in it


victimless crimes crimes that violate law but are not listed in the FBI’s serious crime index


vital statistics information about births, deaths, marriages, and migration


voluntary organization organizations that people join to pursue goals they consider personally worthwhile


wealth the monetary value of what someone owns, calculated by adding all financial assets (stocks, bonds, property, insurance, value of investments, and so on) and subtracting debts; also called net worth
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