


“Dear Professor Henslin . . . ”








Mr. Henslin,


I’m an art student working on my Associates degree in Visual Arts. This semester I enrolled in a sociology class, which is a requirement to obtain my degree.  


When I first enrolled in this class I wasn’t sure what exactly sociology was.  Being an art student I tend not to pay much attention to anything but art. To me sociology was the class I had to take in elementary school, which the school called social studies.


Before my first class I was sitting in the cafeteria eating lunch. At that time I decided to get a jump-start on my reading and started to read the first chapter. It was then that I figured out slowly, as it sank in, the meaning of this class. I found it interesting that someone who didn’t have to be in a homeless shelter chose to live in one for several days.  My biggest contact with a homeless person was giving a man beside the road five dollars, which at the time I prayed he would use for food.  It never occurred to me in my wildest dreams that there could be people who studied how that homeless person became homeless.  


[As] I was looking through the beginning of the book, I stumbled across your entry with the heading “To the Student from the Author.” It never occurred to me before to actually read it; however, [now] I did. I believe that, even after only having one class session, and reading the first chapter of this book, this class is a far cry from the social studies class I took so very long ago.


One paragraph in this short message caught my attention, where you said, “When I took my first course in �sociology, I was “hooked.” Seeing how �marvelously my life had been affected by these larger social influences opened my eyes to a new world, one that has been fascinating to explore. I hope that this will be your experience also.” I’m positive now that this is going to be a very interesting class. Even though my Major happens to be art I believe I am “hooked” as well.


I thank you for inviting me to share my feelings with you.





Sincerely,Sarah Owens


Oklahoma City Community College








“I’m positive now that this is going to be a very interesting class. Even though my Major happens to be art I believe I am ‘hooked’ as well.”








“It never occurred to me in my wildest dreams that there could be people who studied how that homeless person became homeless.”





