“Dear Professor Henslin . . . ”

The following are excerpts from letters and e-mails to Jim Henslin from students who have used various versions and editions of Sociology: A Down-to-Earth Approach.

Hi Mr. Henslin,

I am a student at Greenville Technical College in Greenville, South Carolina. I am currently taking Introduction to Sociology here at Tech and I must tell you, your book rocks!!!! It is the most fun I have ever had reading any textbook in my life!

Sincerely,

Kim B

Dear Professor Henslin,

I am a student at Stony Brook University in New York and I’m working toward a major in Sociology. I just completed an introductory summer course in Sociology that was taught with your textbook. I found your book to be incredibly interesting—so much that I am now reading the chapters we skipped over in class.

Thanks again,

Anna Maria Huertas Kormoski

Mr. Henslin,

I am a student at Texas Pan American University in Edinburg, Texas. I just want to take the time to write and say how much I have enjoyed your book. Not only is it very simple to understand, it is also very interesting. I was reluctant to take the class but through the text, I enjoy the class so much more.

Sincerely,

Julissa Rodriguez

Dear Mr. Henslin,

I’m a student at Midlands Technical College in Columbia, South Carolina. I’m studying for a test that I have ​tomorrow in Sociology and I just thought you might like to know that I find your book Essentials of Sociology very interesting. Thanks to your book, I’m considering continuing my study of Sociology.

Thanks again

Sydney Conley

Hello Professor Henslin,

My name is Marta Holliday and I am a student at Marymount College in Tarrytown, NY. I am taking Introduction to Sociology at Nassau Community College to earn extra credits and your text was required reading for our class. I just wanted to tell you how much I enjoyed your book. I found the chapters fun and interesting—especially how you opened each with a sketch or a personal vignette.

It was a pleasure to read your work. I felt as though I became acquainted with you through your words.

Sincerely,

Marta A. Holliday

I am currently a freshman at Dordt College, a liberal arts college in Sioux City, Iowa. I really enjoy your book so far. It is very easy to read and understand. I especially appreciate the "down-to-earthiness" of this book. I have found that I can apply the things I have learned [from your text] to my Psychology 201 class also. Thanks for your dedication to making the field of sociology more exciting to learn about.

Joya Gerritsma

My name is April and I live in West Virginia. I am currently reading the book that you wrote. I took Sociology classes in high school and none have made as much sense as this text. I just thought that I would write and let you know.

Sincerely,

April

Dear James,

Hey there, my name is Leo Chagolla. I attend the University of Toledo and I am a Pharmacy major. When I registered for classes in the beginning of the fall semester, I was told I would either need to take sociology or psychology as an elective. To tell you the truth, I only took sociology because I had to—and it sounded easier than psychology. What I have discovered is that sociology has become one of the most interesting subjects I have ever studied.

Your book, A Down-to-Earth Approach, is marvelously well written and constructed. I seriously believe that reading your book has made me a better person. I am only one chapter away from completing the book—my class was only supposed to read on to chapter 9—but I just cannot stop reading.

Leo Chagolla

Hello,

My name is Margaux Strawn and I have just signed up for Sociology 101. I had taken a course on Sociology in high school many moons ago. I felt very overwhelmed when first reading your textbook, but as I dug into the book, the reading became very easy and interesting. I would like to thank you for helping to produce a book that already has me looking up more information on DuBois.

Sociology potential,

Margaux Strawn

Dear Mr. Henslin,

I would like to take a minute to write you a brief letter expressing my gratitude for your most interesting and enlightening book. I have just begun my exploration into the world of sociology. With the help of your book, and my college professor, you have helped to educate me in a discipline that was foreign to me. I was unaware of the possibilities available to sociology majors, and after researching I have found this is definitely the field for me!

Sincerely,

Katie Bailey

Dr. James Henslin,

I had acquired Essentials of Sociology: A Down-to-Earth Approach as part of my required liberal arts core classes (Sociology 101) at Marquette University. I am now in the middle of my senior year and would like to tell you that I have used this text in most of the subsequent classes that I enrolled in after that class.

I want to thank you for helping the rest of my educational journey to be a pleasant one. It may also interest you to know that I am an adult learner at age 41, who returned to college after 18 years of factory work.

Doug Bulson

East Troy, WI

Marquette University

Dear Mr. Henslin,

I just finished a Sociology class using your text, Sociology, A Down-to-Earth Approach. ​Tomorrow, I will take my final exam. I just wanted to commend you on this book. I found it extremely fascinating, well-organized, easy to read and most of all, interesting.

If you want a profile of some of your readers (students), I am 60 years old, a Catholic writer, author of four books, and a late bloomer who is just now getting her college education. I will graduate in August from Ottawa U. with a degree in Religion and a concentration on Psychology.

Thank you again for your fine book. My college education would not have been complete without this course.

Sincerely,

Judy Esway

Mesa, AZ

Dear Mr. Henslin,

I just completed an Introduction to Sociology course at my local college (Lansing Community College in Lansing, Michigan). It was great! I especially enjoyed reading your textbook. It is one of the best textbooks I’ve come across yet! It was very engaging and easy to follow with current events which I could relate to.

Sincerely,

Julie Markham
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Welcome to sociology! I’ve loved sociology since I was in my teens, and I hope you enjoy it, too. Sociology is fascinating because it is about human behavior, and it holds the key to understanding social life.

If you like to watch people and try to figure out why they do what they do, you will like sociology. Sociology pries open the doors of society so you can see what goes on behind them. Sociology: A Down-to-Earth Approach stresses how profoundly our society and the groups to which we belong influence us. Social class, for example, sets us on a particular path in life. For some, the path leads to better health, more education, and higher income, but for others it leads to poverty, dropping out of school, and even a higher risk of illness and disease. These paths are so significant that they affect our chances of making it to our first birthday, as well as of getting in trouble with the police. They even influence how our marriage will work out, the number of children we will have—and whether or not we will read this book in the first place.

When I took my first course in sociology, I was “hooked.” Seeing how marvelously my life had been affected by these larger social influences opened my eyes to a new world, one that has been fascinating to explore. I hope that this will be your experience also.

From how people become homeless to how they become presidents, from why people commit suicide to why women are discriminated against in every society around the world—all are part of sociology. This breadth, in fact, is what makes sociology so intriguing. We can place the sociological lens on broad features of society, such as social class, gender, and race-ethnicity, and then immediately turn our focus on the small-scale level. If we look at two people interacting—whether quarreling or kissing—we see how these broad features of society are being played out in their lives.

We aren’t born with instincts. Nor do we come into this world with preconceived notions of what life should be like. At birth, we have no conceptions of race-ethnicity, gender, age, or social class. We have no idea, for example, that people “ought” to act in certain ways because they are male or female. Yet we all learn such things as we grow up in our society. ​Uncovering the “hows” and the “whys” of this process is also part of what makes sociology so fascinating.

One of sociology’s many pleasures is that as we study life in groups (which can be taken as a definition of sociology), whether those groups are in some far-off part of the world or in some nearby corner of our own society, we constantly gain insights into who we are and how we got that way. As we see how their customs affect them, the effects of our own society on us become more visible.

This book, then, can be part of an intellectual adventure, for it can lead you to a new way of looking at your social world—and in the process, help you to better understand both ​society and yourself.

I wish you the very best in college—and in your career afterward. It is my sincere desire that Sociology: A Down-to-Earth Approach will contribute to that success.

James M. Henslin

Department of Sociology

Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville

P.S. I enjoy communicating with students, so feel free to comment on your experiences with this text. Because I travel a lot, it is best to reach me by e-mail: henslin@aol.com

Also, you may want to look at the Website for this text: www.ablongman.com/henslin

Remember when you first got “hooked” on sociology, how the windows of perception opened as you began to see life-in-society through the sociological perspective? For most of us, this was an eye-opening experience. This text is designed to open those windows onto social life, so students can see clearly the vital effects of group membership on their lives. Although few students will get into what Peter Berger calls “the passion of sociology,” we at least can provide them the opportunity.

To study sociology is to embark on a fascinating process of discovery. We can compare sociology to a huge jigsaw puzzle. Only gradually do we see how the intricate pieces fit together. As we begin to see these interconnections, our perspective changes as we shift our eyes from the many small, disjointed pieces to the whole that is being formed. Of all the endeavors we could have entered, we chose sociology because of the ways in which it joins together the “pieces” of society and the challenges it poses to “ordinary” thinking. To share with students this process of awareness and discovery called the sociological perspective is our privilege.

As instructors of sociology, we have set ambitious goals for ourselves: to teach both social structure and social interaction, and to introduce students to the sociological literature—both the classic theorists and contemporary research. And we would like to accomplish this in ways that enliven the classroom, encourage critical thinking, and stimulate our students’ sociological imagination. Although formidable, these goals are attainable. This book, based on many years of frontline (classroom) experience, is designed to help you reach these goals. Its subtitle, A Down-to-Earth Approach, was not proposed lightly. My goal is to share the fascination of sociology with students, and thereby make your teaching more rewarding.

Over the years, I have found the introductory course especially enjoyable. It is singularly satisfying to see students’ faces light up as they begin to see how separate pieces of their world fit together. It is a pleasure to watch them gain insight into how their social experiences give shape to even their innermost desires. This is precisely what this text is designed to do—to stimulate your students’ sociological imagination so they can better perceive how the “pieces” of society fit together—and what this means for their own lives.

Filled with examples from around the world as well as from our own society, this text helps to make today’s multicultural, global society come alive for students. From learning how the international elite carves up global markets to studying the intimacy of friendship and marriage, students can see how sociology is the key to explaining contemporary life—and their own place in it.

In short, this text is designed to make your teaching easier. There simply is no justification for students to have to wade through cumbersome approaches to sociology. I am firmly convinced that the introduction to sociology should be enjoyable, and that the introductory textbook can be an essential tool in sharing the discovery of sociology with students.

The Organization of This Text

The text is laid out in five parts. Part I focuses on the sociological perspective, which is introduced in the first chapter. We then look at how culture influences us (Chapter 2), examine socialization (Chapter 3), and compare macrosociology and microsociology (Chapter 4). After this, we look at how sociologists do research (Chapter 5). Placing research methods in the fifth chapter is not the usual sequence, but doing so allows students to first become immersed in the captivating findings of sociology—then, after their interest is awakened, they learn how sociologists gather their data. This works very well, but if you prefer the more traditional order, simply teach this chapter as the second chapter. No content will be affected.

Part II, which focuses on groups and social control, adds to the students’ understanding of how far-reaching society’s influence is—how group membership penetrates even their thinking, attitudes, and orientations to life. We first examine the different types of groups that have such profound influences on us and then look at the fascinating area of group dynamics (Chapter 6). We then examine the impact of bureaucracy and formal organizations (Chapter 7). After this, we focus on how groups “keep us in line” and sanction those who violate their norms (Chapter 8).

In Part III, we turn our focus on social inequality. We examine how social inequality pervades society and how it has an impact on our own lives. Because social stratification is so significant, I have written two chapters on this topic. The first (Chapter 9), with its global focus, presents an overview of the principles of stratification. The second (Chapter 10), with its emphasis on social class, focuses on stratification in U.S. society. After establishing this broader context of social stratification, we examine gender, the most global of the inequalities (Chapter 11). Then we focus on inequalities of race and ethnicity (Chapter 12), and those of age (Chapter 13).

Part IV helps students to become more aware of how social institutions encompass their lives. We first look at economy, the social institution that has become dominant in U.S. society (Chapter 14), and then at politics, our second overarching social institution (Chapter 15). We then place the focus on marriage and family (Chapter 16), and education (Chapter 17). After this, we look at the significance of religion (Chapter 18), and, finally, that of medicine (Chapter 19). Throughout, we examine how these social institutions are changing, and how their changes, in turn, influence our orientations to life.

With its focus on broad social change, Part V provides an appropriate conclusion for the book. Here we examine why our world is changing so rapidly, as well as catch a glimpse of what is yet to come. We first analyze trends in population and urbanization, sweeping forces in our lives that ordinarily remain below our level of awareness (Chapter 20). Our focus on collective behavior and social movements (Chapter 21), and social change and the environment (Chapter 22) takes us to the “cutting edge” of the vital changes that engulf us all.

Themes and Features

Six central themes run throughout this text: down-to-earth sociology, globalization, cultural diversity, critical thinking, the new technology, and the growing influence of the mass media on our lives. For each of these themes, I have written a series of boxes. These boxed features are one of my favorite components of the book. They are especially valuable for introducing the controversial topics that make sociology such a lively activity.

Let’s look at these six themes.
Down-to-Earth Sociology

As many years of teaching have shown me, all too often textbooks are written to appeal to the adopters of texts rather than to the students who must learn from them. Therefore, a central concern in writing this book has been to present sociology in a way that not only facilitates understanding but also shares its excitement. During the course of writing other texts, I often have been told that my explanations and writing style are “down-to-earth,” or accessible and inviting to students—so much so that I chose this phrase as the book’s subtitle. The term is also featured in my introductory reader, Down to Earth Sociology, 13th edition (New York: Free Press, 2005).

This first theme is highlighted by a series of boxed features that explore sociological processes that underlie everyday life. The topics that we review in these Down-to-Earth ​Sociology boxes are highly diverse, In them, we analyze 
how sociology was used to capture Saddam Hussein (Chapter 1), 

the relationship between heredity and environment (Chapter 3), 

how football can help us understand social structure (Chapter 4), 

beauty and success (Chapter 4), improper and fraudulent social research (Chapter 5),

facebooking, the lazy (but efficient) way to meet friends (Chapter 6), 

how the United States is being “McDon​aldized” (Chapter 7), 

serial killers in our midst ​(Chapter 8), 

what life is like after hitting it big at the lottery (Chapter 10), 

lifestyles of the super-rich (Chapter 10), 

cold-hearted surgeons and their women victims (Chapter 11), 

using voice for racial discrimination in the rental market (Chapter 12), 

the taken-for-granted privileges attached to being white (Chapter 12), 

how women navigate male-dominated corporations (Chapter 14), 

prisoner abuse at Abu Ghraib (Chap​ter 15), 

how people’s views affect the outcome of cohabitation (Chapter 16), 

when work becomes home and home becomes work (Chapter 16), 

why so many abused women don’t leave their abusers (Chapter 16), 

home schooling (Chapter 17), 

terrorism in the name of God (Chap​ter 18), 

what we know and don’t know about ​religion and health (Chapter 18), 

the international black market in human body parts (Chapter 19), 

the gentrification of Harlem (Chapter 20), 

how the tsunami can help us to understand world population growth (Chapter 20), 

mass hysteria (21), 

and corporate welfare (Chapter 22).

This first theme is actually a hallmark of the text, as my goal is to make sociology “down to earth.” To help students grasp the fascination of sociology, I continuously stress sociology’s relevance to their lives. To reinforce this theme, I avoid unnecessary jargon and use concise explanations and clear and simple (but not reductive) language. I also use student-relevant examples to illustrate key concepts, and I base several of the chapters’ opening vignettes on my own experiences in exploring social life. That this goal of sharing sociology’s fascination is being reached is evident from the many comments I receive from instructors and students alike that the text helps make sociology “come alive.”

Globalization

The second theme, globalization, explores the impact of global issues on our lives and on the lives of people around the world. As the new global economy increasingly intertwines the fates of nations, it vitally affects our own chances in life. The globalization of capitalism influences the kinds of skills and knowledge we need, the types of work available to us, the costs of the goods and services we consume, and even whether our country is at war. In addition to the strong emphasis on global issues that runs throughout this text, I have written a separate chapter on global strati​fication. I have also featured global issues in the chapters on social institutions and the final chapters on social change: population, urbanization, social movements, and the environment.

What occurs in Russia, Japan, and China, as well as in much smaller nations such as Afghanistan and Iraq, has far-reaching consequences on our own lives. Consequently, in addition to the global focus that runs throughout the text, the next theme, cultural diversity, also has a strong global emphasis.

Cultural Diversity in the United States and around the World

The third theme, cultural diversity, has two primary emphases. The first is cultural diversity around the world. Gaining an understanding of how social life is “done” in other parts of the world often challenges our taken-for-granted assumptions of social life. At times, when we learn about other cultures, we gain an appreciation for the life of other peoples; at other times, we may be shocked or even disgusted at some aspect of another group’s way of life (such as female circumcision) and come away with a renewed appreciation of our own customs.

To highlight this first subtheme, I have written a series of boxes called Cultural Diversity Around the World. Among the topics in this subtheme are 

food customs that shock people from different cultures (Chapter 2), 

how Easterners and Westerners perceive the world differently (Chapter 3), 

human sexuality in Mexico and Kenya (Chapter 8), 

selling brides in China (Chapter 11), 

female circumcision in Africa (Chap​ter 11), 

the globalization of capitalism (Chapter 14), 

love and arranged marriage in India (Chapter 16), 

female infanticide in China and India (Chapter 20), 

and the destruction of the rainforests and indigenous peoples of Brazil (Chapter 22).

In the second subtheme, Cultural Diversity in the United States, we examine groups that make up the fascinating array of people who comprise the U.S. population. The boxes I have written with this subtheme review such topics as 

the controversy over the use of Spanish or English in Miami (Chapter 2), 

the terms that people choose for their own racial-ethnic self-identification (Chap​ter 2), 

the resistance to social change by the Amish (Chapter 4), 

social class and upward social mobility of African Americans (Chapter 10), 

how Tiger Woods represents a significant change in racial-ethnic identity (Chapter 12), 

discrimination against immigrants (Chap​ter 12), 

Islam as the new religious neighbor (Chapter 18), 

cultural confusion in the health care of Mexican immigrants (Chapter 19), 

and our shifting racial-ethnic mix (Chap​ter 20).

Looking at cultural diversity—whether it be in the United States or in other regions of the world—often challenges our own orientations to life. Seeing that there are so many ways of “doing” social life highlights the arbitrariness of our own customs—and our taken-for-granted ways of thinking. These contrasts provide a stimulating context that helps students to develop their sociological imagination. They also help students to see connections among key sociological concepts such as culture, socialization, norms, race-ethnicity, gender, and social class. As your students’ sociological imagination grows, they can attain a new perspective on their own experiences—and a better understanding of the social structure of U.S. society.

Critical Thinking

The fourth theme, critical thinking, focuses on controversial social issues and engages students in examining the various sides of those issues. In these sections, titled Thinking Critically, I present objective, fair portrayals of positions on social issues, and do not take a side—​although I occasionally play the “devil’s advocate” in the questions that close these topics. Like the boxed features, these critical thinking sections can enliven your classroom by stimulating a vibrant exchange of ideas. Among the issues addressed are 

our tendency to conform to evil authority, as uncovered by the Milgram experiments (Chapter 6), 

bounties paid to kill homeless children in Brazil (Chapter 9), 

maquiladoras on the U.S.-Mexican border (Chapter 9), 

reparations for slavery (Chapter 12), 

whether it is desirable to live as long as Methuselah (Chapter 13), 

medically assisted suicide (Chapter 19), 

and abortion as a social movement (Chapter 21).

These Thinking Critically sections are based on controversial social issues that either affect the student’s own life or focus on topics that have intrinsic interest for students. Because of their controversial nature, these sections stimulate both critical thinking and lively class discussions. These sections can also be used as the basis for in-class debates and as topics for small discussion groups.

Small discussion groups can enliven a class and be an effective way to present socio-logical ideas. I describe the nuts and bolts of this teaching technique in the Instructor’s ​Manual.

Sociology and the New Technology

The fifth theme, sociology and the new technology, explores an aspect of social life that has come to be central in our lives. We welcome these new technological tools, for they help us to be more efficient at performing our daily tasks, from making a living to communicating with others—whether those people are nearby or on the other side of the globe. The significance of the new technology, however, goes far beyond the tools and the ease and efficiency they bring to our lives. The new technology is better envisioned as a social revolution that will leave few aspects of our lives untouched. It even penetrates our being, shapes our thinking, and leads to changed ways of viewing life.

This theme is introduced in Chapter 2, where technology is defined and presented as a major aspect of culture. The impact of technology is then discussed throughout the text. Examples include how technology is related to cultural change (Chapter 2), how technology is used to control workers in order to produce the “maximum security” workplace (Chapter 7), the implications of technology for maintaining global stratification (Chap​ter 9), how the consequences of technology differ by social class (Chapter 10), and how technology is changing education (Chapter 17), religion (Chapter 18), and medicine (Chapter 19). The final chapter (22), “Social Change and the Environment,” concludes the book with a focus on this theme.

To highlight this theme, I have written a series of boxes called Sociology and the New Technology. In these boxes, we explore how technology is changing society and affecting our lives. We examine 

the implications of cloning for our coming society (Chapter 6), 

​cyberloafing and cybersleuthing (Chapter 7), 

how technology is restructuring work (Chapter 14), 

how technology is aiding—and complicating—reproduction (Chapter 16), 

capitalism and distance learning (Chapter 17), 

how technology has created an intense controversy about ​rationing medical care (Chapter 19), 

and the luddite reaction to new technology (Chapter 22).

The Mass Media and Social Life

In the sixth theme, we stress how the mass media affect our behavior and permeate our thinking. We consider how they penetrate our consciousness to such a degree that they even influence how we perceive our own bodies. As your students consider this theme, they may begin to see the mass media in a different light, which should further stimulate their sociological imagination.

To make this theme more prominent for students, I have written a series of boxed features called Mass Media in Social Life. Among these are an analysis of why Native Americans like Western novels and movies even though Indians are usually portrayed as victims (Chapter 2), the influence of computer games on images of gender (Chapter 3), the worship of thinness—and how this affects our own body images (Chapter 4), the issue of censoring high-tech pornography (Chapter 8), slavery in today’s world (Chapter 9), stimulating greed to stimulate the economy (Chapter 14), the pros and cons of electronic voting (Chapter 15), and God on the Net (Chapter 18).

New Topics

Because sociology is about social life and we live in a changing global society, the topics of an introductory text must reflect the national and global changes that engulf us, as well as new sociological research. Among the many new topics in this edition are how applied sociology was the basis for capturing Saddam Hussein (Chapter 1), public sociology (Chapter 1), an experiment on monkeys’ masculine/feminine toy preferences (Chapter 3), transitional adulthood as a new period in the life course (Chapter 3), the portrayal of women on televised sports (Chapter 3), facebooking (Chapter 6), serial killers (Chapter 8), China and India entering the race for global domination (Chapter 9), and social class and upward social mobility of African Americans (Chapter 10).

New, too, are the gender-height gap in pay (Chapter 11), research that challenges the assumption that men dominate conversations (Chapter 11), the national debate on the gender gap in math and science (Chapter 11), how people learn prejudice (Chapter 12), the civilians (“Minutemen”) who have begun to patrol the U.S.-Mexico border (Chapter 12), pushing past the longevity limits of biology (Chapter 13), gender roles among the elderly (Chapter 13), and the Green House project for more humane nursing homes (Chapter 13).

In this edition, we also consider the automation of skilled work (Chapter 14), the abuse of Iraqi prisoners at Abu Ghraib prison (Chapter 15), people’s chances of getting divorced (Chapter 16), the first study on the effects of divorce on grandchildren (Chapter 16), trends in interracial marriage (Chapter 16), and a study on students’ intellectual abilities, their parents’ social class, and college attendance (Chapter 17).

New in the final chapters are discussions of religion and health (Chapter 18), social class inequality within U.S. religious groups (Chapter 18), the international black market in human body parts (Chapter 19), maverick solutions to reduce medical costs (Chapter 19), the tobacco industry’s introduction of cigarettes spiked with candy flavors (Chapter 19), the micropolis (Chapter 20), how the tsunami can help us understand population growth (Chapter 20), and the coming Star Wars (Chapter 22).

Some of the most interesting—and even fascinating—new topics are presented in a visual form. See the next section.

Visual Presentations of Sociology

Through the Author’s Lens  Using this format, students are able to look over my shoulder as I experience other cultures or explore aspects of this one. These photo essays should ​expand your students’ sociological imagination and open their minds to other ways of doing social life, as well as stimulate thought-provoking class discussion.

This edition has a new photo essay.

Small Town USA: Struggling to Survive  To take the photos for this essay, I went off the beaten path. On a road trip from California to Florida, instead of following the interstates, I followed those “little black lines” on the map. They took me to out-of-the-way places that the national transportation system has bypassed. Many of these little towns are putting on a valiant face as they struggle to survive, but, as the photos show, the struggle is apparent, and, in some cases, so are the scars (Chapter 22).

The last edition presented five photo essays in the Through the Author’s Lens series. I have retained them in this edition.

When a Tornado Strikes: Social Organization Following a Natural Disaster  When a tornado hit a small town just hours from where I live, I drove there to see the aftermath of the disaster. The police let me in to view the neighborhood where the tornado had struck, destroying homes and killing several people. I was impressed by how quickly people were putting their lives back together, the topic of this photo essay (Chapter 4).

The Dump People of Phnom Penh, Cambodia  Among the culture shocks I experienced in Cambodia was not to discover that people scavenge at Phnom Penh’s huge city dump—this I knew about—but that they also live there. With the aid of an interpreter, I was able to interview these people, as well as photograph them as they went about their everyday lives. An entire community lives in the city dump, complete with restaurants amidst the huge piles of garbage. This photo essay reveals not just these people’s activities but also their social organization (Chapter 9).

Work and Gender: Women at Work in India  As I traveled in India, I took photos of women at work in public places. The more I traveled in this country and the more photos I took, the more insight I gained into gender relations. Despite the general submissiveness of women to men in India, women’s worlds are far from limited to family and home. Women are found at work throughout the society. What is even more remarkable is how vastly different “women’s work” is in India than it is in the United States. This, too, is an intellectually provocative photo essay (Chapter 11).

A Walk Through El Tiro in Medellin, Colombia  One of the most significant social changes in the world is taking place in the Least Industrialized Nations. There, in the search for a better life, people are abandoning rural areas. Fleeing poverty, they are flocking to the cities, only to find even more poverty. Some of these settlements of the new urban poor are dangerous. I was fortunate to be escorted by an insider through a section of Medellin, Colombia (Chapter 20).

Social Movements and Propaganda: The Execution of Timothy McVeigh:  Although McVeigh’s execution is “old news,” what is significant are the sociological principles that the demonstrators at McVeigh’s execution exemplified. The national news had piqued my interest, especially the reports about a possible riot and perhaps even an insurrection. This was too much to resist, and I drove to Terre Haute, Indiana, where I was able to interview and photograph activists on both sides of the death penalty issue, and see how the police and military were handling the potential riot. Chapter 21 features my account of this media event, a study in propaganda and social movements.

Photo Essay on Subcultures  To help students better understand subcultures, I have ​retained the photo essay in Chapter 2. Because this photo essay consists of photos taken by others, it is not a part of the series, Through the Author’s Lens. The variety of subcultures featured in this photo essay, however, should be instructive to your students.

Photo Collages  Because sociology lends itself so well to photographic illustration, this text also includes photo collages. In Chapter 2 (page 40), students can catch a glimpse of the fascinating variety that goes into the cultural relativity of beauty. The collage in Chapter 6 (page 155) illustrates categories, aggregates, and secondary groups, concepts that students sometimes wrestle to distinguish. In Chapter 11 (page 293), students can see how differently gender is protrayed in different cultures.

Other Photos by the Author  Sprinkled throughout this edition are photos that I took during travels to India and Cambodia. These photos illustrate sociological principles and topics better than photos available from commercial sources. As an example, the possibility of photographing and interviewing a feral child was one of the reasons that I went to Cambodia. While in the United States, I was told about a feral child who had been discovered living with monkeys and who had been taken to an orphanage in Cambodia. That particular photo is on page 65. Another of my favorites is on page 198.

Other Special Pedagogical Features

In addition to chapter summaries and reviews, key terms, and a comprehensive glossary, I have included several special features to aid students in learning sociology. In Sum sections help students review important points within the chapter before going on to new sections. I have also developed a series of Social Maps, which illustrate how social conditions vary by ​geography.

Chapter-Opening Vignettes  These accounts feature down-to-earth illustrations of a major aspect of each chapter’s content. Some of these are based on my own experiences. Several come from my research with the homeless, the time I spent with them on the streets and slept in their shelters (Chapters 1, 10, and 19). Others recount my travels in Africa (Chapters 2 and 11) and Mexico (Chapter 20). I also share my experiences when I spent a night with street people at DuPont Circle in Washington, D.C. (Chapter 4). Other vignettes are based on current and historical events (Chapters 5, 7, 9, 12, 17, 18, 21, and 22), composite accounts (chapters 14 and 16), classical studies in the social sciences (Chapters 3, 8, and 13), and even novels (Chapters 6 and 15). Many students have told their instructors that they find these vignettes compelling, that they arouse interest in the chapter.

Thinking Critically About the Chapters  I close each chapter with three critical thinking questions. Each question focuses on a major feature of the chapter, asking students to reflect on and consider some issue. Many of the questions ask the students to apply sociological findings and principles to their own lives.

On Sources  Sociological data are found in a wide variety of sources, and this text reflects that variety. Cited throughout this text are standard journals such as the American Journal of Sociology, Social Problems, American Sociological Review, and Journal of Marriage and the Family, as well as more esoteric journals such as the Bulletin of the History of Medicine, Chronobiology International, and Western Journal of Black Studies. I have also drawn heavily from standard news sources, especially the New York Times and Wall Street Journal, as well as more unusual sources such as El País. In addition, I cite unpublished papers by sociologists.
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Mary Jean Cravens, College of DuPage
Terrell Hayes, High Point University
Lori Maida, Westchester Community College
Cynthia McCoy, Holmes Community College
Patricia O’Brien, Elgin Community College
Karen Potter, Eastern Kentucky University
Ben Shirley, Alamance Community College
Lynn Skaggs, Central Texas College
Mark Sperling, Ivy Tech Community College
Charlotte Twombly, Montgomery College
Steven Vassar, Minnesota State University, Mankato
Anthony Woart, Bluefield State College

Reviewers of the First through Sixth Editions

Francis O. Adeola, University of New Orleans
Brian W. Agnitsch, Marshalltown Community College
Sandra L. Albrecht, The University of Kansas
Richard Alman, Sierra College
Gabriel C. Alvarez, Duquesne University
Kenneth Ambrose, Marshall University
Alberto Arroyo, Baldwin-Wallace College
Karren Baird-Olsen, Kansas State University
Rafael Balderrama, University of Texas—Pan American
Linda Barbera-Stein, The University of Illinois
Brenda Blackburn, California State University, Fullerton
Ronnie J. Booxbaum, Greenfield Community College

Cecil D. Bradfield, James Madison University
Karen Bradley, Central Missouri State University
Francis Broouer, Worcester State College
Valerie S. Brown, Cuyahoga Community College
Sandi Brunette-Hill, Carrol College
Richard Brunk, Francis Marion University
Karen Bullock, Salem State College
Allison R. Camelot, California State University at Fullerton
Paul Ciccantell, Kansas State University
John K. Cochran, The University of Oklahoma
James M. Cook, Duke University
Joan Cook-Zimmern, College of Saint Mary
Russell L. Curtis, University of Houston
John Darling, University of Pittsburgh—Johnstown
Ray Darville, Stephen F. Austin State University
Jim David, Butler County Community College
Nanette J. Davis, Portland State University
Vincent Davis, Mt. Hood Community College
Lynda Dodgen, North Harris Community College
Terry Dougherty, Portland State University
Marlese Durr, Wright State University
Helen R. Ebaugh, University of Houston
Obi N. Ebbe, State University of New York—Brockport
Cy Edwards, Chair, Cypress Community College
John Ehle, Northern Virginia Community College
Morten Ender, U.S. Military Academy
Rebecca Susan Fahrlander, Bellevue University
Louis J. Finkle, Horry-Georgetown Technical College
Nicole T. Flynn, University of South Alabama
Lorna E. Forster, Clinton Community College
David O. Friedrichs, University of Scranton
Bruce Friesen, Kent State University—Stark
Lada Gibson-Shreve, Stark State College
Norman Goodman, State University of New York—Stony Brook
Rosalind Gottfried, San Joaquin Delta College
G. Kathleen Grant, The University of Findlay
Bill Grisby, University of Northern Colorado
Ramon Guerra, University of Texas—Pan American
Remi Hajjar, U.S. Military Academy
Donald W. Hastings, The University of Tennessee—Knoxville
Lillian O. Holloman, Prince George’s Community College
Michael Hoover, Missouri Western State College
Howard R. Housen, Broward Community College
James H. Huber, Bloomsburg University
Erwin Hummel, Portland State University
Charles E. Hurst, The College of Wooster
Nita Jackson, Butler County Community College
Jennifer A. Johnson, Germanna Community College
Kathleen R. Johnson, Keene State College
Tammy Jolley, University of Arkansas Community College at Batesville
David Jones, Plymouth State College
Ali Kamali, Missouri Western State College
Irwin Kantor, Middlesex County College
Mark Kassop, Bergen Community College
Myles Kelleher, Bucks County Community College
Mary E. Kelly, Central Missouri State University
Alice Abel Kemp, University of New Orleans
Diana Kendall, Austin Community College
Gary Kiger, Utah State University
Gene W. Kilpatrick, University of Maine—Presque Isle
Jerome R. Koch, Texas Tech University
Joseph A. Kotarba, University of Houston
Michele Lee Kozimor-King, Pennsylvania State University
Abraham Levine, El Camino Community College
Diane Levy, The University of North Carolina, Wilmington
Stephen Mabry, Cedar Valley College
David Maines, Oakland University
Ron Matson, Wichita State University
Armaund L. Mauss, Washington State University
Evelyn Mercer, Southwest Baptist University
Robert Meyer, Arkansas State University
Michael V. Miller, University of Texas—San Antonio
John Mitrano, Central Connecticut State University
W. Lawrence Neuman, University of Wisconsin—Whitewater
Charles Norman, Indiana State University
Patricia H. O’Brien, Elgin Community College
Robert Ostrow, Wayne State
Laura O’Toole, University of Delaware
Mike K. Pate, Western Oklahoma State College
Lawrence Peck, Erie Community College
Ruth Pigott, University of Nebraska—Kearney
Phil Piket, Joliet Junior College
Trevor Pinch, Cornell University
Daniel Polak, Hudson Valley Community College
James Pond, Butler Community College
Deedy Ramo, Del Mar College
Adrian Rapp, North Harris Community College
Ray Rich, Community College of Southern Nevada
Barbara Richardson, Eastern Michigan University
Salvador Rivera, State University of New York—Cobleskill
Howard Robboy, Trenton State College
Paulina X. Ruf, University of Tampa
Michael Samano, Portland Community College
Michael L. Sanow, Community College of Baltimore County
Mary C. Sengstock, Wayne State University
Walt Shirley, Sinclair Community College
Marc Silver, Hofstra University

Roberto E. Socas, Essex County College
Susan Sprecher, Illinois State University
Mariella Rose Squire, University of Maine at Fort Kent
Randolph G. Ston, Oakland Community College
Vickie Holland Taylor, Danville Community College
Maria Jose Tenuto, College of Lake County
Gary Tiederman, Oregon State University
Kathleen Tiemann, University of North Dakota
Judy Turchetta, Johnson & Wales University
Stephen L. Vassar, Minnesota State University, Mankato
William J. Wattendorf, Adirondack Community College
Jay Weinstein, Eastern Michigan University
Larry Weiss, University of Alaska
Douglas White, Henry Ford Community College
Stephen R. Wilson, Temple University
Anthony T. Woart, Middlesex Community College
Stuart Wright, Lamar University
Mary Lou Wylie, James Madison University
Diane Kholos Wysocki, University of Nebraska—Kearney
Stacey G. H. Yap, Plymouth State College
William Yoels, University of Alabama Birmingham
I couldn’t ask for a more outstanding team than the one that I have the pleasure to work with at Allyn and Bacon. I want to thank Jeff Lasser, whose counsel continues to be excellent; Judy Fiske, for constantly hovering over the many details—and for wholeheartedly supporting my many suggestions; Jenn Albanese, whose willingness to pursue leads in research helped me in this formidable task; Kathy Smith, for continuing her creative copy editing; Myrna Engler, for being so helpful in photo research—and for her willingness to “keep on looking”; Karen Hanson, who has supported this project from the beginning; and Dusty Friedman, who remains so capable at overseeing the routine and the urgent, and yet manages to exhibit an exemplary attitude. I do so appreciate this team. It is difficult to heap too much praise on such fine, capable, and creative people. Often going “beyond the call of duty” as we faced non-stop deadlines, their untiring efforts coalesced with mine to produce this text. Students, whom we constantly kept in mind as we prepared this edition, are the beneficiaries of this intricate teamwork.

Since this text is based on the contributions of many, I would count it a privilege if you would share with me your teaching experiences with this book, including any suggestions for improving the text. Both positive and negative comments are welcome. It is in this way that I continue to learn.

I wish you the very best in your teaching. It is my sincere desire that Sociology: A Down-to-Earth Approach contributes to your classroom success.

James M. Henslin

Department of Sociology

Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville

I welcome your correspondence. E-mail is the best way to reach me: henslin@aol.com


A Note from the Publisher on Supplements


Instructor’s Supplements

Instructor’s Manual Dennis Cole, Owens Community College
For each chapter in the text, the Instructor’s Manual provides At-a-Glance grids that link main concepts to key terms and theorists as well as to other supplements. Each chapter includes a list of key changes to the new edition, chapter summaries and outlines, learning objectives, key terms and people, classroom activities, discussion topics, recommended films, Web sites, and additional references. Free on request to adopters. Available in print, and electronically through the Allyn & Bacon/Longman Instructor’s Resource Center.

Test Bank Anthony W. Zumpetta, West Chester University
This heavily reviewed and revised test bank contains a multitude of questions in multiple-choice, true/false, short answer, essay, and open-book formats. New to this edition is a vocab​ulary matching section that reinforces student knowledge. A recent addition is a section that challenges students to look beyond words and answer questions based on the text’s figures, ​tables, and maps. All questions are labeled and scaled according to Bloom’s Taxonomy. Free on request to adopters. Available in print, and electronically through the Allyn & ​Bacon/Longman Instructor’s Resource Center.

Computerized Test Bank

The printed Test Bank is also available through Allyn and Bacon’s computerized testing system, TestGen EQ. This fully networkable test generating software is available on a multi-​platform CD-ROM for Windows and Macintosh. The user-friendly interface allows you to view, edit, and add questions, transfer questions to tests, and print tests in a variety of fonts. Search and sort features allow you to locate questions quickly and to arrange them in whatever order you prefer. Free on request to adopters. Also available electronically through the ​Allyn & Bacon/Longman Instructor’s Resource Center.

PowerPoint Presentation Dan Cavanaugh
These PowerPoint slides, created especially for the Eighth Edition, feature lecture outlines for every chapter. Each PowerPoint chapter integrates figures and tables that are represented in the text. PowerPoint software is not required, as a PowerPoint viewer is included. Free on request to adopters. Available on a CD-ROM for Mac or Windows, and electronically through the Allyn & Bacon/Longman Instructor’s Resource Center.

New! Instructor’s Resource CD

This CD contains electronic versions of all Instructor and Student Supplements in one convenient place. The CD includes the Instructor’s Manual, Test Bank, Computerized Test Bank, PowerPoint Presentation, Study Guide Plus, Study Guide, Telecourse Faculty Guide, and Study Guide for Native Spanish Speakers.

The Sociology Digital Media Archive IV

Updated for 2006. Want more electronic presentations in your classroom? This CD-ROM contains hundreds of graphs, charts, and maps that you can use to build PowerPoint slides to supplement your lectures and illustrate key sociological concepts. If you have full multimedia capability, you can use the DMA’s video segments and links to sociology Web sites. Free on request to adopters.

Allyn and Bacon Transparencies for Introductory Sociology IV

Updated for 2006, this package includes 125 color acetates featuring illustrations from this text and other current Allyn and Bacon sociology titles. Free on request to adopters.

Allyn and Bacon/ABC News Sociology Videos

This series of videos contain programs from Nightline, World News Tonight, and 20/20. These videos are perfect if you like to use news footage and documentary-style programs to illustrate sociological themes. Each video has an accompanying User’s Guide (available electronically through Allyn and Bacon’s Internet Resource Center). Available titles are Poverty and Stratification, Race and Ethnicity, Gender, Deviance, and Aging. Free on request to adopters. Contact your Allyn and Bacon/Longman representative for details.

Sociology Video Library

Third-party videos are available on every major topic in sociology. Some of the videos are from Films for the Humanities and Sciences and Annenberg/CPB. Some restrictions apply. Contact your Allyn and Bacon/Longman representative for details.

The Video Professor: Applying Lessons in Sociology to Classic and Modern Films Anthony W. Zumpetta, West Chester University
This manual describes hundreds of commercially available videos that represent nineteen of the most important topics in Introductory Sociology textbooks. Each topic lists a number of movies, along with specific assignments and suggestions for class use. Available in print, and electronically through the Allyn & Bacon/Longman Instructor’s Resource Center.

Exploring Society Telecourse Faculty Guide

Allyn and Bacon provides special assistance for instructors who use the video series from Dallas TeleLearning, Exploring Society. This manual coordinates reading and video assignments and correlates all test questions in our Test Bank with twenty-two half-hour video programs. Available electronically through the Allyn & Bacon/Longman Instructor’s Resource Center. For information about the Exploring Society Telecourse, contact Dallas TeleLearning directly (972-669-6650, http:/telelearning.dcccd.edu).

Student Supplements

Exploring Social Life: Readings to Accompany Sociology: A Down-to-Earth Approach, Eighth Edition James M. Henslin

This brief reader, revised for the Eighth Edition, contains one reading for each chapter of the text, chosen and introduced by James M. Henslin. The reader can be purchased separately at full price or packaged with this text for an additional $5 net to the bookstore. An instructor’s manual for the reader is available electronically through the Allyn & Bacon/Longman ​Instructor’s Resource Center.

Addison-Wesley Higher Education Tutor Center (Access Code Required)

Tutoring from qualified sociology instructors by phone, e-mail, or fax is available free for your students during evening hours on all material covered in the text. Access to the Tutor Center is available with every copy of the Study Guide Plus (see below). It is also available free on request when a Tutor Center Access Card is packaged with a new copy of Sociology: A Down- to-Earth Approach.
Study Guide Shelly Breitenstein, Western Wisconsin Tech College
This heavily reviewed study guide is designed to help students prepare for quizzes and exams. For every chapter in the text it contains a chapter summary, lists of key terms and people, and a practice test with 25 multiple-choice questions and an answer key. Packaged free on request with the text.

Study Guide Plus with Tutor Center Shelly Breitenstein, Western Wisconsin Tech College
Heavily reviewed for accuracy and quality, this Study Guide Plus is an expanded version of the Study Guide. For every chapter in the text it contains a chapter summary, a list of learning ​objectives, a detailed chapter outline, key terms and people, 3–5 student projects, and a practice test with 30 multiple-choice, 20 true/false, 15 short answer, 10 matching, and 5 essay questions. An answer key is provided for all questions. The Study Guide Plus also includes a section on successful study strategies, and a subscription to the AWHE Tutor Center. Available separately for student purchase, or packaged with the text at a discount.

Companion Web Site with Online Study Guide

This Web site features practice texts including multiple-choice, true/false, and essay questions; annotated Web resources; interactive map activities; and a detailed section on Census 2000. There is also a link to the research database Research Navigator™ (access code required). Additionally, the web site includes the eThemes of the Times for Introductory Sociology, the full text of thirty articles from the New York Times chosen to complement the various topics in this course. The complete Study Guide for Native Spanish Speakers (see below) is now available free on the Companion Web site: www.ablongman.com/henslin

Study Guide for Native Speakers of Spanish

This study guide is designed to help native Spanish speakers who are taking a course in English. It includes Spanish translations of chapter summaries and definitions of key terms and key people, as well as practice tests in Spanish. Available electronically on the Companion Web site for this text.

Exploring Society Telecourse Study Guide

This student manual is for students who are using Sociology: A Down-to-Earth Approach with the twenty-two video programs in the Exploring Society series from Dallas TeleLearning. Each section coordinates reading and video assignments and includes summaries, learning objectives, video outlines, key terms and people, and student application projects. The Guide also provides a self-test section containing multiple-choice, true/false, fill-in, matching, and essay questions that correlate to the video programs as well as Henslin’s text.

New! VideoWorkshop for Introductory Sociology

VideoWorkshop is a supplement that brings sociological concepts to life with high quality video footage, on an easy-to-use CD-ROM. The VideoWorkshop CD-ROM contains two kinds of video-television news stories, and interviews with prominent sociologists, who discuss some of the important research studies and debates within their fields. Each video segment is paired with a set of observation questions and activities in the accompanying Student Guide. The Student Guide also includes assignments based on viewing popular films that illustrate sociological themes. The VideoWorkshop Student Guide With CD-ROM is packaged free on request with this text. The Instructor Guide With CD-ROM includes the complete contents of the Student Guide, plus an overview of each video segment, and teaching ​suggestions.

Online Course Management

MySocLab

MySocLab is a state-of-the-art interactive and instructive solution for introductory sociology, delivered within CourseCompass, Allyn and Bacon’s course management system (powered by Blackboard and hosted nationally on our server). MySocLab is designed to be used as a supplement to a traditional lecture course, or to completely administer an online course. Built around a complete e-book version of the text, MySocLab enables students to explore important sociological concepts, by watching relevant television news stories, listening to interviews with prominent researchers and social scientists, reading current newspaper articles, viewing animations of important data, and performing other hands-on activities. Customize your course or use the materials as presented. Free to students when the text is packaged with a MySocLab Student Access Code Card.

New! MySocLab, Web Site Version

Provides virtually the same online content and interactivity as MySocLab, without any of the course management features or requirements. Free to students when the text is packaged with a MySocLab Student Access Code Card.

Introduction to Sociology WebCT and Blackboard Courses

For colleges and universities with WebCT™ and Blackboard™ licenses, our Introduction to Sociology online course cartridges for these formats feature preloaded content—some specifically for this book and some generic content that is organized topically. (Contact your sales representative for additional information.) In addition, we also convert all test items in our Test Bank for WebCT™ and Blackboard™ (on a CD-ROM or electronically through our Instructor’s Resource Center), for uploading to your course.

Research Navigator™ (Access Code Required)

Students receive a free six-month subscription to this valuable research database when the text is packaged with the Research Navigator Guide for Sociology (see below). Research Navigator’s powerful search engines provide access to thousands of full-text articles from scholarly social science journals and popular magazines and newspapers, including a one-year archive of the complete New York Times.
Additional Supplements

Research Navigator Guide: Sociology

This reference guide includes tips, resources, activities, and URLs to help students learn the basics of sociology. The first part introduces students to the basics of the Internet and the World Wide Web. Part two includes over thirty Net activities that tie into the content of the text. Part three lists hundreds of World Wide Web resources for sociologists. The guide also includes information on how to correctly cite research, a guide to building an online glossary, and an access code for the Research Navigator site. Packaged free on request with the text.

Building Bridges: The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Service Learning Doris Hamner
This manual offers practical advice for students who must complete a service-learning project as part of their required course work. Packaged free on request with this text.

Careers in Sociology, Third Edition W. Richard Stephens, Eastern Nazarene College
This supplement explains how sociology can help students prepare for careers in such fields as law, gerontology, social work, business, and computers. It also examines how sociologists entered the field. Packaged free on request with this text.

Breaking the Ice: A Guide to Understanding People From Other Cultures, Third Edition Akiiki Daisy Kabagarama, Montgomery College
Breaking the Ice helps students better understand and interact with people from other cultures, encouraging them to react and draw on their experiences. The concept of culture is discussed fully, and both its unifying and divisive elements are examined. Exercises found both throughout the text and at the end of each chapter are aimed at helping readers discover their own biases. Packaged free on request with this text.

College and Society: An Introduction to the Sociological Imagination Stephen Sweet, Ithaca College
This supplemental text uses examples from familiar surroundings—the patterns of inter​action, social structures, and expectations of conduct on a typical college campus—to help students see the ways in which large society also operates. Available for purchase separately or packaged with this text at a special discount.

About the Author

james M. Henslin, who was born in Minnesota, graduated from high school and junior college in California and from college in Indiana. Awarded scholarships, he earned his ​Master’s and doctorate degrees in sociology at Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri. After this, he won a postdoctoral fellowship from the National Institute of Mental Health, and spent a year studying how people adjust to the suicide of a family member. His primary interests in sociology are the sociology of everyday life, deviance, and international relations. Among his many books is Down to Earth Sociology: Introductory Readings (Free Press), now in its thirteenth edition. He has also published widely in sociology journals, including Social Problems and American Journal of Sociology.
While a graduate student, Jim taught at the University of Missouri at St. Louis. After completing his doctorate, he joined the faculty at Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville, where he is Professor Emeritus of Sociology. He says, “I’ve always found the introductory course enjoyable to teach. I love to see students’ faces light up when they first glimpse the sociological perspective and begin to see how society has become an essential part of how they view the world.”

Jim enjoys reading and fishing, and he also does a bit of kayaking. His two favorite activities are writing and traveling. He especially enjoys visiting and living in other cultures, for this brings him face to face with behaviors and ways of thinking that challenge his perspectives and “make sociological principles come alive.” A special pleasure has been the preparation of the photo essays that appear in this text.
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A Walk Through El Tiro in Medellin, Colombia
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