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CHAPTER 28
Quest for Consensus,
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The Best of Times

•What factors contributed to expectations of prosperity in the 1950s?

'What expectations led American middle-class families to embrace suburban culture? What constraints did the critics of that culture condemn?

The Politics of Consensus

•What constraints did President Eisenhower and other Republicans encounter in trying to roll back the New Deal?

•How did the outcome reflect what Eisenhower called the "middle path"?

Seeking Civil Rights

•How did African-American leaders choose to attack de jure segregation in American society during Eisenhower's administration?


•What role did the federal government play in the outcome of civil rights issues during the 1950s?

•What constraints strengthened the strategy of confrontation and litigation in shaping the civil rights movement?

Eisenhower and a Hostile World

'What constraints lay behind the New Look?

'What were the weaknesses of "massive retalitation," and how did Eisenhower choose to address them?

( INTRODUCTION )
In 1952, Republicans represented change. A victory by Dwight David Eisenhower ended twenty years of Democratic control of the White House. Repub​licans hoped that his leadership would reverse two "dangerous" trends: creeping socialism in the form of the New Deal and appeasement of communism in the guise of containment. Most people expected that an Eisenhower presidency would end the Ko​rean War, re-emphasize individual freedoms, and reduce government intervention in social and eco​nomic affairs. But most of all, Americans expected to enjoy their lives fully, in the strongest, most democratic, and most prosperous nation in the world.

The United States of the 1950s seemed to justify this expectation. The country experienced one of the longest periods of sustained economic growth in its history. This affluent America matched the image of a gentle and quiet president who presided over a prosperous nation composed of families that chose a stable, suburban life in which the husband worked and the wife raised their children.

For a large segment of the population, this America was real. But prosperity did not touch all Americans. Nor were all Americans, even those in the suburbs, leading happy, stable, or fulfilling lives. Many men and women were dissatisfied with their roles as husband and father, wife and mother, and chose other forms of social and per​sonal expression. Many American youths chose to reject the values of suburban culture, turning to the driving rhythms of rock 'n' roll and display​ing antisocial behavior. At the same time, intellec​tual and cultural critics condemned the lack of vitality of the suburban culture. The outcome was an American society fragmented by differing

expectations.

For minorities in 1950, the constraints against achieving the American dream were formidable. Poverty, prejudice, and segregation remained the norm. But some groups nurtured expectations of change. By mid-decade, African Americans were tearing down barriers that blocked their access to


Expectations 
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Choices

Outcomes

the American dream. The outcome was a civil rights movement that attacked existing social and legal restrictions and forced white Americans to con​front long-standing contradictions in the country's democratic image.

As president, Eisenhower recognized that a political and social consensus accepted much of the New Deal. Faced with this constraint, he chose to cut spending and reduce government regula​tions only where possible. In foreign policy, Eisenhower made similar choices. He chose to maintain the basic strategy of containment. Con​strained by his desire to balance the budget, he stressed the use of atomic weapons as a cheaper alternative to conventional forces. Eisenhower shaped an outcome built on existing patterns of domestic and foreign policy rather than initiating new ones.

The Fifties

1948 Alfred Kinsey's Sexual Behavior in the Human Male

1950 Korean War begins

David Riesman's Lonely Crowd

1951 J. D. Salinger's Catcher in the Rye
Mattachine Society formed

Allan Freed's "Moondog's Rock 'n' Roll Party"

1952 Eisenhower elected president
Eisenhower visits Korea

Hydrogen bomb tested

1953 Korean War armistice at Panmunjom Mohammed Mossadegh overthrown in Iran Joseph Stalin dies

Joseph McCarthy investigates USIA and Voice of America

Alfred Kinsey's Sexual Behavior in the Human Female

Termination policy for American Indians implemented

Earl Warren appointed chief justice of Supreme Court

"Father Knows Best" debuts on television Playboy established

1954 Brown v. Board of Education

St. Lawrence Seaway Act

Federal budget balanced

Army-McCarthy hearings

Jacobo Arbenz overthrown in Guatemala Gamal Nasser assumes power in Egypt Battle of Dienbienphu

Geneva Agreement (Vietnam)

SEATO founded

1955 Murder of Emmett Till

Montgomery bus boycott begins Salk vaccine approved for use AFL-CIO merger

Warsaw Pact


McDonald's opens in California Geneva Summit

1956 Federal Highway Act Gayle et at v. Browser

Southern Christian Leadership Conference formed

Eisenhower re-elected Suez crisis

Soviets invade Hungary Allen Ginsberg's Howl

Grace Metalious's Peyton Place

Elvis Presley's "Heartbreak Hotel"

1957 Little Rock crisis

Civil Rights Act

Baghdad Pact

Sputnik I launched

Jack Kerouac's On the Road

1958 Berlin crisis

U.S. troops to Lebanon

Soviet nuclear test moratorium

1959 CENTO formed

Fidel Castro overthrows Batista in Cuba Nikita Khrushchev visits United States Cooper v. Aaron

1960 Soviets shoot down U-2 and capture pilot Paris Summit

The Best of Times

According to the Reader's Digest, in 1954 the aver​age American male stood 5 feet 9 inches tall and weighed 158 pounds. He liked brunettes, baseball, bowling, and steak and French fries. In seeking a wife, he could not decide if brains or beauty was more important. The average female was 5 feet 4 inches tall and weighed 132 pounds. She preferred marriage to career, but she wanted to remove the word obey from her marriage vows. Both were en​joying life fully, the Digest claimed, and buying more of nearly everything.

The nation's "easy street" was a product of big government, big business, and an expanding population. World War II and the Cold War had created military-industrial-governmental linkages that primed the economy through government spending. National security needs by 1955 ac​counted for half of the U.S. budget, equaling 17 percent of the gross national product. The connec​tion between government and business went be​yond spending, though. Government officials and corporate managers moved back and forth in a vast web of jobs. Few saw any real conflict of inter​ests. Frequently, regulatory agencies were staffed by people from the businesses to be regulated. Sec​retary of Defense Charles E. Wilson had been the president of General Motors and voiced the com​mon view: "What's good for General Motors' busi​ness is good for America."

Direct military spending was only one aspect of governmental involvement in the economy. Federal research funds flowed into colleges and industries, producing not only new scientific and military technology but a variety of mar​ketable consumer goods such as polyester fabrics and Teflon. On an international level, American foreign-aid programs provided billions of dollars with which other countries bought American goods.

Technological advances also increased profits and productivity. Profits doubled between 1948 and 1958. At the same time, over four thousand mergers took place. In the steel, automobile, and aircraft industries, fewer workers used new tech​nology to produce more goods. Union member‑
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( In the popular culture of the 1950s, one of the most mem​orable events in any young person's life was the high school prom. Here, on this cover of the Saturday Evening Post painted in 1957 by Norman Rockwell, a young man in his tuxedo and a young woman in her prom dress have an after-prom milk shake at the local diner. Is that Dad behind the counter? Courtesy of the Norman Rockwell Family Trust and Curtis Archives.

ship declined slightly. Agricultural and white-collar workers remained unorganized, and unions made little effort to organize the economically booming Sunbelt. Instead, they focused on getting better pensions, cost-of-living raises, and paid va​cations. Another consequence of declining union rolls was the merger of the AFL and the CIO in 1955.

For most Americans, jobs and good wages were available. Except for brief recessions in 1953 and

recession A decline in the economy that is less se​vere than a depression.

1958, unemployment remained around 5 percent throughout the 1950s. Industrial wages rose from about $55 a week in 1950 to $72 in 1960. Not every​one benefited from the growing economy. Expand​ing opportunities in management and sales went almost exclusively to whites. Unemployment for minorities remained at about 10 percent. But for those able to reach the fruits of prosperity, life seemed good.

Suburban and Consumer Culture

During the fifties, the suburb and prosperity formed the heart of popular images of American life. Fourteen million single-family homes were built between 1945 and 1960, most of them in the suburbs. All levels of government helped make the suburbs possible. The Veterans Administration (VA) and Federal Housing Administration (FHA) underwrote thousands of loans. Zoning laws were changed to ease construction of tract housing de​velopments. States, counties, and communities spent millions of dollars on roads to connect work​places, schools, parks, and shopping centers to suburban homes. On the national level, the Fed​eral Highway Act of 1956 provided $32 billion over thirteen years to build the interstate highway system.

As Americans sought the pleasant life of subur​bia, the urban core deteriorated. Shrinking tax bases made it increasingly difficult for cities to maintain services, buildings, and mass transporta​tion. Increased automobile traffic damaged roads, left railroad stations largely deserted, and added to pollution. Programs to rebuild homes in cities rarely succeeded in meeting the needs of the poor.

The automobile industry helped shape subur​bia. By 1960, 75 percent of all Americans had at least one car. Stores had to include parking lots and easy access to roads. Amusement parks like Disneyland, miniature golf courses, drive-in the​aters, and fast-food restaurants took advantage of the new availability of the automobile. McDon​ald's, franchised in San Bernardino, California, in 1955 by entrepreneur Ray Kroc, sold a standard​ized hamburger for 15 cents and changed the eat​ing habits of America.


To sell automobiles, hamburgers, and all the other products that defined the good life, Madison Avenue continued to use images of youth, glam​our, sex appeal, and sophistication. Leading the advertising onslaught was the tobacco industry. When medical reports connected health risks to smoking, the tobacco giants intensified their ad​vertising arid stressed that new, longer, filtered cigarettes posed no health hazards. Cigarette ad​vertising increased 400 percent between 1945 and 1960.

Family Culture

Many Americans were sure that the 1950s were the best of all possible times. At the center of those feelings lay the economy, the home, the family, and the church. Religion enjoyed a new popularity. Church attendance rose to 59.5 per​cent in 1953, a historic high. No one was more es​teemed than the Reverends Billy Graham and Norman Vincent Peale and Catholic Bishop Ful​ton J. Sheen. They captivated millions with relig​ious, patriotic, and anti-Communist pronounce​ments. In spirit with the times, Congress added "under God" to the Pledge of Allegiance in 1954 and "In God We Trust" to all American currency in 1955.

After the disruptions of Depression and war, family took on a renewed importance in the fifties. The divorce rate slowed, and the numbers of mar​riages and births climbed. The ideal place for women was in the home. Women who avoided wedded bliss were suspected of being homosexual,

zoning laws Local regulations that limit particu​lar types of buildings, such as residences, busi​nesses, or factories, to specified sections of a city or town.

Federal Highway Act Law passed in 1956 appro​priating $32 billion for the construction of federal and interstate highways.

Norman Vincent Peale Minister who told his con​gregations that positive thinking could help them overcome all their troubles in life.

emotionally immature, or just irresponsible. Career women frequently were thought of as neurotic and masculine.

The home was the center of "togetherness," a term defined in 1954 by McCall's as the modern partnership of husbands and wives who shared housework and shopping and catered to their chil​dren's needs and desires. Popular television shows such as "Leave It to Beaver" (1957) and "Father Knows Best" (1953) reflected the ideal middle-class family. The TV families who lived in all-white neighborhoods featured hardworking fathers and attractive, savvy mothers who always knew how to solve the current week's problem. Their children provided the usually humorous dilemmas that Morn's common sense and sensitivity untangled. Reality, however, rarely matched McCall's or televi​sion's images.

Another View of Suburbia

Unlike the wives shown on television, more and more married women were working (see Figure 28.1). Some desired careers, but the majority worked to enhance their families' standard of liv​ing. The percentage of middle-class women work​ing rose from 7 percent in 1950 to 25 percent in 1960. Most found jobs in part-time or clerical posi​tions that paid low wages and provided few bene​fits. Women filled most secretary, teller, and recep​tionist slots in banks but held only 15 percent of upper-level positions.

Nor were all homemakers happy. Surveys dis​covered that more than one-fifth of suburban wives were unhappy with their marriages and lives. Many women complained of the drudgery and boredom of housework and the lack of un​derstanding and affection from their husbands. Alfred Kinsey's research on women's sexuality,

Sexual Behavior in the Human Female (1953), in‑

dicated that 25 percent of married women had affairs.

Men also showed signs of being less than satis​fied with the popular role of suburban dad. In 1953, Hugh Hefner first published Playboy, urging men to break away from the boring middle-class, husband-father image. The growing popularity of


Playboy and other "men's magazines" signaled that many men were rejecting the ideal of togetherness. Reflecting the shadier side of middle-class life in fiction, the best-selling novel Peyton Place by Grace Metalious (1956) set America buzzing over the li​centious escapades of the residents of a seemingly placid New England town. Hollywood kept pace with stars like Marilyn Monroe. Starting in 1952, movie directors repeatedly cast the "blonde bomb​shell" in slightly dumb but very sexy roles in which she was usually romanced by slightly older, more worldly men.

Monroe and other sex symbols represented a minor threat to the image of family, community, and nation. Homosexuality, however, appeared to threaten the moral and social fabric of society. Kin​sey's 1948 study of male sexuality, Sexual Behavior in the American Male, shocked readers by claiming that nearly 8 percent of the population lived a gay lifestyle. According to Kinsey, homosexuality ex​isted throughout American society. The gay bars that could be found in every major city clearly re​flected Kinsey's findings.

In a society that emphasized the traditional family and feared internal subversion, homo​sexuals represented a double threat. The Republi​can national chairman warned that "sexual per​verts . . . have infiltrated our Government" and were "as dangerous as . . . Communists." A Sen​ate investigating committee worried that one ho​mosexual could "pollute a Government office." Responding to such views, the Eisenhower administration barred homosexuals from most government jobs. State and local authorities fol‑

standard of living Level of material comfort as measured by the goods, services, and luxuries cur​rently available.

Alfred Kinsey Biologist whose studies of human sexuality attracted great attention in the 1940s and 1950s, especially for his conclusions on infidelity and homosexuality.

Marilyn Monroe American actress who became famous for her blond hair, her sex appeal, and her vulnerability; she died in 1962 at the age of 36.
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( FIGURE 28.1 Marital Status of Women in the Work Force, 1930-1990 This figure shows the percentage of women in the work force from the Great Depression through 1990. While the number of women who fall into the category of divorced, widowed, and separated remained fairly constant, there was a significant shift in the number of single and married women employed. The number of single women in the workforce declined as the number of married women increased. Source: U.S. Department of Com​merce, Historical Statistics of the United States, Colonial Times to 1970, Vol. I (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1970), pp. 20-21, 131-132; and U.S. Department of Commerce, Statistics of the United States, 1993 (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1993), pp. 74,399.

lowed suit. Vice squads began making frequent raids on gay and lesbian bars. In response to the virulent attacks, many tried to hide their homo​sexuality, but some confronted the attacks. In Los Angeles, Henry Hay formed the Mattachine Soci​ety in 1951 to fight for homosexual rights. In San Francisco in 1955, Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon or​ganized a similar organization for lesbians, the Daughters of Bilitis.

Most Americans could justify the suppression of gays and lesbians because they appeared to reject the traditional values of family and community. Other critiques of American society were more dif​ficult to reject. A number of respected writers


claimed that the suburban and consumer culture stifled diversity and individuality. Mass-produced homes, meals, toys, and fashions created a gray sameness about Americans. Sociologist David Riesman in The Lonely Crowd (1950) argued that postwar Americans were overly concerned about fitting into a group. Peer pressure had replaced

vice squad Police unit charged with the enforce​ment of laws dealing with crimes such as gambling and prostitution.

INDIVIDUAL CHOICES

Rejecting Consensus

In the mid-fifties, Allen Ginsberg left New York for California. "I had passed one session of my life," he remembered, "and it was time to start all over again." In the San Francisco area, he took a job with a small market-research firm and explored poetry, but he was not personally satisfied. He sought psy​chotherapy, and psychiatrist Philip Hicks asked him what he would like to do. "Doctor, I don't think you're going to find this very healthy," Ginsberg responded, "but I really would like to stop working forever . . . and do nothing but write poetry and have leisure to spend the day outdoors and go to museums and see friends. And I'd like to keep living with someone—maybe even a man—and ex​plore relationships." Hicks said, "Do it."

Making his choice, Ginsberg established a long-term relationship with Peter Orlovsky, re​tired from work, and wrote his first long-lined poem, Howl.

Ginsberg's semiautobiographical cry of out​rage and despair against a destructive and abu​sive society that worships Moloch, the god of materialism and conventionality—exploded on American society in 1956.

Moloch whose mind is pure machinery! Moloch whose blood is running money! Moloch whose fingers are ten armies! Moloch whose heart is a cannibal dynamo! Moloch whose love is endless oil and stone! Moloch whose soul is electricity and banks!

At the end of the poem, Ginsberg celebrates his victory over Moloch's control of his conven​tional identity.

Howl not only rejected traditional American values but immediately became a target of cen‑

sorship by San Francisco authorities, who claimed that the poem was obscene and porno​graphic. Almost as soon as it was published, San Francisco police arrested its publisher, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, and sought to confiscate existing copies of the poem. In the obscenity trial that followed, a parade of respected poets and literary critics testified that the poem had merit, forcing the judge to declare that it was not obscene. The poem and the furor over it promptly established a virtually unknown au​thor as a leading Beat poet.

An opponent of social norms, Ginsberg be​lieved that it was necessary to save the nation by rejecting conventionality and calling on the people to discover their true spirits. Inter​viewed by the Village Voice in 1959, Ginsberg ar​gued that recent history was "a vast conspiracy to impose . . . a level of mechanical conscious​ness" on humankind and that the "suppression of contemplative individuality" was nearly complete. Fortunately, according to Ginsberg, "a few individuals, poets, have had the luck and courage . . . to glimpse something new through the crack of mass consciousness" and "have entered the world of Spirit" to battle "an America gone mad with materialism, a police-state America, a sexless and soulless America."

Ginsberg became the model for Beat writ​ers—writing in the language of the streets about unliterary topics—and fulfilled the popu​lar expectations of the "hipster" Beatnik. As the fifties dissolved into the sixties, Ginsberg and his Haight-Ashbury apartment became a center of the counterculture. He coined the term "flower power," while advocating spirituality and individual freedom induced by using psy​chedelic drugs and practicing Oriental philoso​phies and Buddhism. Opposed to the war in Vietnam (see Chapter 30), he asked antiwar protestors to demonstrate peacefully, arguing that flowers, bells, and chants would overcome jeers and oppression. In 1967, he organized the "Gathering of the Tribes for a Human Be-In" in San Francisco, the first of hundreds of counter​culture festivals to follow.


As a poet, Ginsberg has chosen to write about his political and social concerns, attack​ing what he described as the evil forces in soci‑

ety. In 1973, his Fall of America, 1965-1971 pre‑

sented Moloch in the guise of the war in Vietnam, nuclear energy, threats to the environ​ment, and America's rampant materialism—and won the National Book Award. From the obscenity trial to prestigious literary awards, the outcome of Allen Ginsberg's choice has been a literary Horatio Alger story, from a "dirty" Beat poet—a hipster predicted to self​destruct—to one of the country's best-known modern poets and "the biographer of his time."

individual thinking. William Whyte's Organization Man (1955) found the same lack of individuality and independence. Serious literature also high​lighted a sense of alienation from a conformist so​ciety. Much of Sylvia Plath's poetry and her novel The Bell Jar (1963) depicted women torn between the demands of society and the quest for individ​ual freedom. Contemporary novels such as Saul Bellow's Henderson the Rain King (1959), Sloan Wil​son's The Man in the Grey Flannel Suit (1955), and J. D. Salinger's Catcher in the Rye (1951) offered similar themes.

More extreme were the Beats, or beatniks, a group of controversial artists, poets, and writers. Allen Ginsberg (Howl, 1956) and Jack Kerouac (On the Road, 1957) denounced American materialism and glorified a freer, natural life (see Individual Choices: Allen Ginsberg). Although some college students appreciated the beatnik critique of "square America," most Americans rejected their message and condemned their lifestyle. In an arti​cle in Life (1959), Paul O'Neil described the beat​niks as being smelly, dirty people in beards and sandals, who were "sick little bums" and "hostile little females."

The Trouble with Kids

In the 1950s, many observers became alarmed by delinquency among many white, middle-class, suburban teens. What worried most par​ents was not the violent crime associated with inner-city gangs but teens running amok in cars in pursuit of amusements often involving alcohol and sex. One study of middle-class delinquency concluded that the automobile provided "a pri​vate lounge for drinking and for petting or sex episodes."

The problem with kids also seemed wedded to rock 'n' roll, a term coined in 1951 by Cleveland disc jockey Alan Freed. He had noticed that white teenagers were buying rhythm-and-blues (R&B) records popular among African Americans. But he also knew that few white households would listen to a radio program playing "black music." Freed decided to change the name to rock 'n' roll and play the less sexually suggestive of the R&B


records. His radio program, "Moondog's Rock 'n' Roll Party," was a smash hit.

The barriers between "black music" and "white music" quickly began to blur. White singers such as Pat Boone and Georgia Gibbs sold millions of rock-'n'-roll cover records and were heard on hundreds of radio stations that had re​fused to play the original black artists. By mid-decade, African-American artists like Chuck Berry, Little Richard, and Ray Charles were suc​cessfully "crossing over" and being heard on "white" radio stations. At the same time, white artists such as Elvis Presley were making their own contributions to rock 'n' roll. Presley blended gospel, country, and R&B into an origi​nal musical form that quickly rocked the nation. Beginning with "Heartbreak Hotel" in 1956, he recorded fourteen gold records in two years, ap​peared on the prestigious "Ed Sullivan Show" on television, and drove his audiences of teenage girls into frenzies with sexually suggestive movements. Although an outraged Catholic Youth Center newspaper asked readers to "smash" rock-'n'-roll records, such opponents were waging a losing battle. By the end of the decade, Dick Clark's "American Bandstand," fea‑

Beats Group of American writers, poets, and artists in the 1950s, including Jack Kerouac and Allen Ginsberg, who rejected traditional middle-class values and championed nonconformity and sexual experimentation.

rock 'n' roll Style of music that developed out of rhythm-and-blues in the 1950s, with a fast beat and lyrics that appealed to teenagers.

cover record A new version of a song already recorded by an original artist.

Chuck Berry African-American rock musician and composer whose songs chronicled teenage experi​ences and sentiments and who helped establish rock 'n' roll in the 1950s.

Elvis Presley Rock-'n'-roll musician from a poor white family in Mississippi who gained immense popularity with songs that incorporated the driving beat and frank sexuality of rhythm-and-blues.

turing teenagers dancing to rock-'n'-roll music, had become one of the nation's most watched and accepted programs.

The Politics of Consensus

In 1952, Republicans expected to end the Demo​crats' twenty-year monopoly on the White House. Crying, "It is time for a change," Republicans chose war hero General Dwight David Eisen​hower as their candidate. The Democrats selected Illinois governor Adlai Stevenson, whom the Re​publicans depicted as too intellectual and too lib​eral. Eisenhower gained many supporters by telling a war-weary public that, if elected, he would go to Korea in pursuit of peace. The Repub​licans also attacked the Democrats' Cold War and New Deal record. They boasted that there were "no Communists in the Republican Party" and proclaimed that a Republican administration would roll back communism. The liberal spending of the Democrats would be stopped and the New Deal dismantled.

The campaign was almost without drama. The only tense moment came when the Republicans' vice-presidential candidate, Richard M. Nixon, who had risen to prominence because of his out​spoken anticommunism, was accused of accepting gifts and a secret cash fund from California busi​ness friends. Eisenhower considered dropping him from the ticket. Nixon used television to rally pub​lic opinion. In the "Checkers" speech, a teary-eyed Nixon contended that the only gift his family had ever received was a puppy, Checkers. His daugh​ter loved the puppy, Nixon stated, and he would not make her give it back, regardless of his career. It was a sentimental speech, but it worked. Nixon stayed on the ticket.

With a smile as powerful as FDR's grin, Eisen​hower buried Stevenson in popular and electoral votes. Ike's broad political coattails ensured a Re​publican majority in Congress. Eisenhower again swamped Stevenson in 1956, but it was his victory alone, as the Democrats maintained their 1954 ma​jorities in both houses of Congress.


The Middle Path

Eisenhower called himself a modern Republican. He wanted to follow a "middle course" that was "conservative when it comes to money and liberal when it comes to human beings." The president's first priority was a balanced budget. Facing Tru​man's projected deficits for 1952 and 1953, Eisen​hower knew it was necessary to end the war in Ko​rea and to make substantial cuts in the defense budget.

Fulfilling his campaign pledge, President-elect Eisenhower flew to Korea in December 1952 for a three-day visit. Eisenhower wanted to visit the frontline to get a real sense of the war. By the time the commander in chief left Korea on December 5, he was convinced that the war could not be won. The problem was how to persuade the North Kore​ans and Chinese that a negotiated settlement would be in their best interests.

To prod the Communists, Eisenhower and Sec​retary of State John Foster Dulles implied that the United States would use atomic weapons un​less a settlement was soon reached. By July 1953, the "atomic diplomacy" had worked. A truce signed at Panmunjom ended the fighting, brought home almost all the troops, left a divided Korea, and allowed Eisenhower to cut the military budget.

Even as Eisenhower flew home from Korea, he was contemplating other ways to reduce mili​tary spending. The answer, he decided, was to reshape the tactics of containment. Eisenhower 's New Look policy emphasized atomic weapons

Adlai Stevenson Illinois governor who was the Democratic candidate for president in 1952 and 1956 but lost both times to Eisenhower.

John Foster Dulles Secretary of state under Eisen​hower who called for massive retaliation with nu​clear weapons to deter Soviet aggression.

New Look National security policy under Eisen​hower that called for a reduction in the size of the army, the development of tactical nuclear weapons, and the buildup of strategic airpower employing nuclear weapons.

and airpower and thus permitted a reduction of more expensive conventional forces. The policy allowed Eisenhower to balance the federal budget in 1954. Although the New Look represented a change in tactics, it did not change the basic strat​egy of containment that Truman had initiated.

Eisenhower's second priority was to reverse the "creeping socialism" of the New Deal by eliminating or reducing federal programs. High on his list of government programs to reverse were those involving American Indians. A series of acts between 1953 and 1954 eliminated federal eco​nomic support to tribes and liquidated selected reservations. Critics blasted this "termination pol​icy" as an attack on American Indian culture and society. Native Americans increasingly fell under less protective state laws, while economic pres​sures encouraged them to sell tribal lands. By 1960, nearly one-half of American Indians had aban​doned their reservations.

Eisenhower also returned to state and private hands federally owned or controlled energy sources. Although successful in removing many federal controls over energy, Eisenhower faced bit​ter opposition in trying to modify agricultural pol​icy. The strong bipartisan Farm Bloc ensured that the Agricultural Act of 1954 contained only small modifications of Roosevelt's policy (see page 545). Congress did approve lower payment rates, but because payments were based on production lev​els, which continued to grow, the total cost of fed​eral subsidies rose steadily.

Eisenhower's "middle path" did not discard New Deal programs altogether or shrink the size of government. Programs such as Social Security had tremendous political support. Eisenhower be​lieved that the Republican party could abolish So​cial Security only at its own peril. During his two terms, 7 million more Americans became qualified for Social Security, and 4 million more received un​employment payments. The minimum wage rose from $.75 to $1.00 an hour.

But Eisenhower's liberal nature had limits. Af​ter the polio vaccine developed by Jonas Salk was declared effective in 1955, Eisenhower strongly agreed with the American Medical Asso​ciation that the government should not get di​rectly involved in inoculating the public because


it would be socialistic. Eisenhower also vetoed housing projects, public works bills, and antipol​lution proposals as inappropriate for the federal government.

When Eisenhower increased government spend​ing, his rationale was generally based on national economic and security needs. He pushed the St. Lawrence Seaway project (1954), which connected the Great Lakes with the Atlantic Ocean, on the grounds that it would benefit the nation by in​creasing trade. He approved the Federal Highway Act (1956) to meet the needs of an automobile-driven nation and to provide the military with a workable transportation network. Following the Soviet launching of the space satellites Sputnik I (1957) and Sputnik II (1958), Eisenhower cited na​tional security needs to support spending more federal money on education.

The successful orbiting of the Soviet satellites created a panic across the nation. Not only was the country vulnerable to missiles and bombs, but Sputnik appeared to underscore basic weak​nesses in the American educational system. American schools, many critics argued, stressed soft subjects and social adjustment rather than hard subjects: science, languages, mathematics. Sputnik spurred Eisenhower and Congress to ap​prove grants to schools for developing strong programs in those subjects. Similarly, Congress cited national defense when it established the National Defense Student Loans for college students.

polio Acute viral infection that usually struck chil​dren and often caused partial or total paralysis; it was common in the United States until the devel​opment of the Salk vaccine.

Jonas Salk American microbiologist who developed the first effective vaccine against polio in 1954.

Sputnik I Satellite launched by the Soviet Union in 1957; the first successful launch of an artificial satellite by any nation, it marked the beginning of the space race.

National Defense Student Loans Loans estab​lished by the U.S. government in 1958, designed to encourage the teaching and study of science and modern foreign languages.

The Problem with McCarthy

During the 1952 presidential campaign, Senator Joseph McCarthy had taken a prominent role in at​tacking Democrats as being soft on communism. With Ike in the White House, many Republicans, including Eisenhower, hoped that the Republican senator would quietly disappear. But McCarthy had no intention of fading from view. He continued his search for subversives in the State Department, the Voice of America, and the United States Infor​mation Agency (USIA). McCarthy's targets were discharged or pressured to resign. Although few of the individuals McCarthy attacked were guilty of any form of disloyalty, the agitation helped Repub​licans to rid the government of officials appointed by Democrats. McCarthy's hunt for Communists thus continued to serve partisan purposes.

McCarthy overstepped his bounds, however, when the army drafted his aide David Schine. Mc​Carthy responded by threatening to expose army favoritism toward known Communists. Anti-Mc​Carthy forces in Congress, quietly supported by Eisenhower, concluded that it was time to silence the senator. Charging that he was trying to black​mail the U.S. Army, the Senate investigated Mc​Carthy. The American Broadcasting Company's telecast of the 1954 Army-McCarthy hearings al​lowed over 20 million viewers to see McCarthy's ruthless bullying firsthand. Public and congres​sional opposition to the senator rose. When the army's lawyer, Joseph Welch, asked McCarthy, who had accused Welch's co-counsel of belonging to a left-wing organization, "Have you no sense of decency?" the nation burst into applause. Sev​eral months later, the Senate voted 67 to 22 to cen​sure McCarthy's "unbecoming conduct." Drink​ing heavily, rejected by his colleagues, and ignored by the media, McCarthy died in 1957. But McCarthyism remained for years a potent political weapon against liberal opponents.

Seeking Civil Rights

African-American leaders became determined during the 1950s to attack the racial inequalities in


America. The NAACP had by 1952 won cases per​mitting African-American law and graduate stu​dents to attend white colleges and universities. Yet the concept of "separate but equal," established in 1896 by the Supreme Court ruling in Plessy v. Fer​guson (see page 399), remained intact. Throughout the country, African Americans still occupied the lowest rungs of the social ladder and worked at the most menial jobs. From the delta of the Missis​sippi to the White House, African Americans were committed to enlarging their civil and political rights.

The Brown Decision

A step toward change came in 1954 when the Supreme Court considered the case of Brown v. Board of Education, Topeka, Kansas. The Brown case had started four years earlier, when Oliver Brown sued to allow his daughter to attend a nearby white school rather than the black school across town. The Kansas courts had rejected his suit, and the NAACP had appealed. In address​ing the Supreme Court, NAACP lawyer Thur​good Marshall held that the doctrine of "sep​arate but equal" was inherently unequal. He used statistics to show that black schools were

United States Information Agency Agency es​tablished by Congress in 1953 to distribute infor​mation about U.S. culture and political policies and to gain support for American international goals.

Army-McCarthy hearings The 1954 congressional investigation of allegations that McCarthy had tried to get special treatment from the U.S. Army for an aide; the televised hearings revealed McCarthy's villainous nature and ended his popularity.

Brown v. Board of Education, Topeka, Kansas Supreme Court ruling in 1954 that separate educa​tional facilities for different races were inherently unequal.

Thurgood Marshall Civil rights lawyer who ar​gued thirty-two cases before the Supreme Court and won twenty-nine of them; he became the first African American on the Court in 1967.

unequal when it came to finances, quality and number of teachers, and physical and educa​tional resources. He also read into the record a psychological study indicating that black chil​dren educated in a segregated environment suf​fered from low self-esteem. He stressed that seg​regated educational facilities could never yield equal products.

In 1954, Earl Warren, appointed chief justice of the Supreme Court in 1953, announced for a unani​mous court that "separate educational facilities are inherently unequal" and ruled that school segrega​tion was illegal under the Fourteenth Amendment. In 1955, in a second Brown decision, the Court pro​vided rather vague enforcement guidelines. The Court did not expect schools to desegregate overnight but wanted them to proceed with "all deliberate speed."

The Court's decision raised a loud cry of protest from white southerners. Virginia passed a law closing all integrated schools. Southern congress​men, in what was called the Southern Manifesto, proudly pledged to oppose the Brown ruling. Con​sequently, "all deliberate speed" amounted to a snail's pace. By 1965, only about 2 percent of all southern schools were integrated.

Southern white reactions to the Brown case con​firmed for African Americans that efforts to undo existing social traditions would encounter strong opposition, even violence. An incident in August 1955 brought home exactly how far some were willing to go to halt threats to "tradition." Em​mett Till, a teenager from Chicago visiting rela​tives in Mississippi, broke "tradition" by speak​ing to a white girl without being asked. For his actions, he was tortured and murdered. Roy Bryant and J. W. Milam were brought to trial and admitted to killing Till. An all-white jury acquit​ted both men. The verdict was not unexpected. What was a surprise was that black eyewitnesses bravely testified at the trial, despite threats against their lives.

The Montgomery Bus Boycott

In Montgomery, Alabama, African Americans de​cided to confront another form of white social con‑


trol: segregation on the city bus line. The bus company practiced "rolling segregation," which required African-American passengers to take seats behind white riders and, if necessary, to give up seats and stand so that whites could sit. In this humiliating game of musical chairs, black Ameri​cans always lost.

On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on the bus so that a white man could sit. Mrs. Parks had not boarded the bus with the intention of disobeying the law, although she strongly opposed it. That afternoon, her fatigue and the humiliation of the demand to move were suddenly too much. She refused and was arrested. Local African-American leaders called for a boy​cott of the buses to begin on the day of Mrs. Parks's court appearance. They submitted propos​als to the city and to bus officials calling for the hiring of black drivers and a more equitable sys​tem of seating.

On December 5, 1955, the night before the boy​cott was to begin, nearly four thousand people gathered at Holt Street Baptist Church to hear Martin Luther King, Jr., the newly selected leader of the boycott movement. His words electrified the crowd. "We are here this evening," he announced,

Earl Warren Chief justice of the Supreme Court from 1953 to 1969, under whom the Court issued decisions protecting civil rights, the rights of crimi​nals, and First Amendment rights.

Southern Manifesto Statement issued by one hun​dred southern congressmen in 1954 after the Brown decision, pledging to oppose desegregation.

Emmett Till African-American teenager from Chicago who was killed in Mississippi in 1955 and whose confessed murderers were acquitted by an all-white jury.

Rosa Parks Black seamstress who refused to give up her seat to a white man on a bus in Mont​gomery, Alabama, in 1955, triggering a bus boycott that stirred the civil rights movement.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Ordained Baptist minis​ter, brilliant orator, and civil rights leader commit​ted to nonviolence, who led many important protests of the 1950s and 1960s; he was assassi​nated in Tennessee in 1968.

"to say to those who have mistreated us so long that we are tired—tired of being segregated and humiliated, tired of being kicked about by the bru​tal feet of oppression." He asked the crowd to boy​cott the buses. He urged his listeners to protest with love and, when confronted with violence, to "bless them that curse you."

On December 6, Rosa Parks was tried, found guilty, and fined $10 plus $4 in court costs. She appealed. Bus and city administrators met with boycott leaders but refused to budge. The boy​cott, 90 percent effective, stretched into days, weeks, and finally months. Police wrote hun​dreds of traffic tickets for those involved in the car pools that provided transportation for the boycotters. Insurance companies canceled auto​mobile coverage. On January 30, 1956, a stick of dynamite destroyed King's front porch. Even in the face of personal attack, King urged supporters to avoid violence and to maintain the boycott. As the boycott approached its anniversary, the Supreme Court ruled in Gayle et al. v. Browser (1956) that the city's and the bus company's policy of segregation was unconstitutional. "Praise the Lord. God has spoken from Washington, D.C.," cried one boycotter.

The 381-clay boycott was tremendously success​ful in establishing conditions for change. The tradi​tional white view that African Americans accepted segregation had been shattered. In King, a leader had emerged determined to fight segregation throughout American society. Within weeks, he and other black leaders had formed a new civil rights organization, the Southern Christian Lead​ership Conference (SCLC). Across the South, thousands of African Americans took heart from the Brown and Montgomery decisions.


so unsympathetic toward civil rights. Attorney General Herbert Brownell drafted the first civil rights legislation since Reconstruction. The Civil Rights Act of 1957 provided for the formation of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights and opened the possibility of using federal suits to ensure voter rights.

African Americans, meanwhile, made it more difficult for politicians to evade the issue of minor​ity rights. For Eisenhower, the unavoidable finally came over the effort to integrate Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas. Central High was scheduled to be integrated starting in 1957. Gover​nor Orval Faubus, however, ordered National Guard troops to prevent desegregation.

For three weeks, the National Guard prevented nine black students from enrolling. Then, on Sep​tember 20, a federal judge ordered the integration of Central High School. Faubus complied and withdrew the National Guard. But the crisis was not over. Segregationists were waiting for the black students on Monday, September 23, 1957. When they discovered that the nine had slipped into the school unnoticed, the mob rushed the police lines and battered the school doors, yelling, "Lynch the niggers!" Inside the school, Melba Pattillo Beals thought, "We are trapped. I'm going to die here, in school." School officials loaded the black students into cars and ordered the drivers not to stop: "If you hit somebody, you keep rolling, 'cause [if you stop] the kids are dead." The students escaped to safety.

The following morning, Little Rock's mayor asked for federal troops after angry white throngs began looting and burning part of the city. On Sep​tember 24, Eisenhower nationalized the Arkansas

Ike and Civil Rights

The White House had little to say about the bus boycott. When asked, Eisenhower gave evasive replies: "I am for moderation, but I am for prog​ress; that is exactly what I am for in this thing." Personally, Eisenhower believed that government, especially the executive branch, had little role in integration. Not all within the administration were

[image: image4.png]
( As Elizabeth Eckford approached Little Rock's Central High School, the crowd began to hurl curses, yelling "Lynch her! Lynch her!" and a National Guardsman blocked her entrance into the school with his rifle. Ter​rified, she retreated down the street away from the threatening mob. A week later, with army troops pro​tecting her, Eckford finally attended—and integrated—Central High School. Frances Miller, LIFE Magazine 0 Time Warner Inc.

National. Guard and dispatched a thousand federal troops to Little Rock. The president told the nation that he had sent the federal troops not to integrate the schools but to uphold the law and to restore order. It was a distinction lost on most white southerners.

The following school year (1957-1958), the city closed its high schools rather than integrate them. In response, the Supreme Court ruled in Cooper v. Aaron (1959) that such evasions of court-ordered integration were illegal. Little Rock's high schools reopened, and integration slowly spread to the lower grades. In Little Rock, as in many other communities, many white students fled the inte​grated public schools to attend private, segregated


schools. Federal power had been used to uphold integration in Little Rock, but meaningful integra​tion of schools was still years away. Although Eisenhower had signed the Civil Rights Act of 1957, critics argued that he had provided little moral or political leadership.

Eisenhower and a Hostile World

Eisenhower and Secretary of State John Foster Dulles believed that the United States had a moral responsibility to protect the world from com​munism. During the 1952 campaign, Dulles had condemned containment as "appeasement" and promised a global "rollback" of communism. Dulles's language made good campaign rhetoric, but President Eisenhower quickly dismissed liber​ation and rollback as too provocative. In addition, the death of Soviet Premier Joseph Stalin shortly after Eisenhower assumed office raised the possi​bility of a less confrontational relationship with the Soviets. The president thus ended up seeking a modification of Truman's containment policy that would be less expensive, move the nation away from confrontation, and weaken the Soviet Union. This modification brought about the New Look policy.

The New Look

The New Look relied on cheaper nuclear deter​rence, an enhanced arsenal of nuclear weapons, and the threat of "massive retaliation" to protect American international interests (see Map 28.1). In

Cooper v. Aaron Supreme Court ruling in 1959 that barred state authorities from interfering with de​segregation either directly or through strategies of evasion.

"massive retaliation" Term used by John Foster Dulles in a 1954 speech implying that the United States was willing to use nuclear force in re​sponse to Communist aggression anywhere in the world.
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( MAP 28.1 The Global Cold War During the Cold War, the United States and the Soviet Union faced each other as enemies. The United States attempted to construct a ring of containment around the Soviet Union and its allies, while the Soviets worked to expand their influence and power. This map shows the nature of this mili​tary confrontation—the bases, alliances, and flash points of the Cold War.

explaining the shift to more atomic weapons, Vice President Richard Nixon stated, "Rather than let the communists nibble us to death all over the world in little wars, we will rely . . . on massive mobile retaliation." Demonstrating its nuclear might, the United States exploded its first hydro​gen bomb in November 1952. The Soviets tested theirs in August 1953.

Insiders recognized that the New Look policy was marred by several flaws. The central problem was where the United States should draw the mas​sive retaliatory line. The Eisenhower administra​tion's solution was to convince aggressors that the United States would rain nuclear destruction on any threat to its sphere of influence. This policy drew the label of brinksmanship because it re​quired the administration to take the nation to the verge of war and trust that the opposition would back down. To convince the world of this daring boldness, Dulles and Eisenhower stressed that atomic weapons were as usable as conventional ones. Eisenhower privately was much more re​strained in his willingness to "go nuclear." He rec​ognized that a thermonuclear war would have no winners.

To Eisenhower 's satisfaction, the nuclear threats seemed to produce immediate results. The North Koreans and Chinese signed a truce ending the Korean War. Although the death of Soviet leader Joseph Stalin now appears to have been the decisive factor, Eisenhower thought the New Look policy had paid off. To lend fur​ther credibility to atomic diplomacy, Eisenhower deployed intercontinental bombers carrying hy​drogen bombs and dispatched tactical nuclear weapons to Europe.

The administration sought to convince the pub​lic that surviving an atomic war was possible. Un​derground fallout shelters, well stocked with food, water, and medical supplies, could, it was claimed, provide safety against an atomic attack. Across the nation, civil defense drills were es​tablished for factories, offices, businesses, and schools, including "duck-and-cover" drills in schools. Teachers would shout "Drop!" and stu​dents would immediately get into a kneeling or prone position and cover their heads with their hands.


Seeking ways to avoid a nuclear solution to in​ternational problems, Eisenhower and Dulles em​phasized alliances and covert operations. Alliances would clearly mark areas protected by the Ameri​can nuclear umbrella. They would also protect the United States from being drawn into limited, "brushfire" wars. When small conflicts broke out, the ground forces of regional allies, perhaps sup​ported with American naval and air strength, would deal with them. Eisenhower concluded bi​lateral defense pacts with South Korea (1953) and Taiwan (1955) and a multilateral agreement, the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO, 1954), that linked the United States, Australia, Thailand, the Philippines, Pakistan, New Zealand, France, and Britain. In the Middle East, the United States joined Britain, Iran, Pakistan, Turkey, and Iraq in the Baghdad Pact in 1957. This organization was later called the Central Treaty Organization (CENTO) after Iraq withdrew in 1959. In Europe, the United States welcomed West Germany into NATO. The Soviet bloc responded with the forma​tion of a military alliance between Eastern Euro​pean nations and the Soviet Union, the Warsaw Pact, in 1955.

brinksmanship Practice of seeking to win dis​putes in international politics by creating the im​pression of being willing to push a highly danger​ous situation to the limit.

thermonuclear Relating to the fusion of atomic nu​clei at high temperatures or to weapons based on fusion, as distinct from those based on fission.

tactical nuclear weapons Low-yield, short-range nuclear weapons designed to be used on the battle​field. By contrast, strategic nuclear weapons are used at long-range and intended to destroy large targets, such as cities.

fallout shelter Underground shelter stocked with food and supplies that was intended to provide safety in case of atomic attack; fallout refers to the nuclear particles falling through the atmosphere.

Warsaw Pact Alliance for mutual defense made in 1955 by the USSR and the nations of Eastern Europe; it was the Soviet bloc's answer to NATO.

Turmoil in the Middle East

In the Middle East, Arab nationalism, fired by anti-Israeli and anti-Western attitudes, posed a serious threat to American interests. Egypt and Iran of​fered the greatest challenges. Egyptian leader Colonel Gamal Nasser and Iranian Prime Minister Mohammed Mossadegh were attempting to expel British influence from their nations and grasp con​trol over their valuable resources: the Suez Canal in Egypt and oil in Iran.

Although suspicious of Nasser, Eisenhower hoped to woo him with loans, cash, arms, and an offer to help build the Aswan Dam on the Nile. Nasser eventually rejected the American efforts, in large part because the United States wanted to promote an Egyptian-Israeli peace. When Nasser bought Soviet bloc weapons, Eisenhower con​cluded that he was an "evil influence" and can​celed the Aswan Dam project in July 1956. Days later, Nasser nationalized the Anglo-French-owned Suez Canal. Israel, France, and Britain re​sorted to military action to regain control of the canal. On October 29, Israeli forces sliced through the Sinai toward Egypt. The French and British landed their forces in the canal zone on November 3.

Eisenhower was furious. He disliked Nasser, but he could not approve of armed aggression. Joined by the Soviets, Eisenhower sponsored a UN General Assembly resolution (November 2, 1956) calling for the removal of foreign troops from Egyptian soil. Faced with worldwide oppo​sition, France, Britain, and Israel withdrew their forces. Nasser regained control of the canal and emerged as the uncontested leader of those op​posing Western influence in Arab countries. The crisis also resulted in a growing Soviet presence in Egypt.

Elsewhere in the Middle East, Eisenhower had better luck. Nasser's actions led the Eisenhower administration to attempt to construct a Middle Eastern anti-Soviet alliance with the northern tier of Middle Eastern states. The major obstacle to such an alliance was Iran, where Prime Minister Mossadegh had nationalized British-owned oil properties and was unlikely to join an anti-Soviet alliance. Eisenhower gave the Central Intelligence


Agency (CIA) the green light to overthrow the Iranian leader. On August 18, 1953, a mass dem​onstration funded and orchestrated by the CIA toppled the Mossadegh government. American money flowed into Iran to support the new gov​ernment. A thankful Iranian government joined the anti-Soviet Baghdad Pact in 1956 and CENTO in 1959 and awarded the United States 40 percent of its oil production.

With Iran safely under American influence, Eisenhower redoubled his efforts to contain Nasser's Pan-Arab movement and an expanding Soviet presence in the region. To protect Arab friends from Communist or anti-Western rebel​lions, Eisenhower asked Congress for permission to commit American forces if their presence was requested. Congress agreed in March 1957 to pro​vide $200 million in military and economic aid to the Middle East.

It did not take long for Eisenhower to use his power. When Jordan's King Hussein was threat​ened by an internal revolt, the White House an​nounced that Jordan was "vital" to American in​terests, moved the 6th Fleet into the eastern Mediterranean, and supplied over $10 million in aid. King Hussein put down the revolt, dismissed parliament, and instituted authoritarian rule. In

Gamal Nasser Prime minister and president of Egypt in the late 1950s; he was an Arab nationalist who sought to return valuable foreign-owned re​sources to Egyptian control.

Suez Canal Canal running through Egypt from the Mediterranean to the Red Sea; it was under French and British control until 1955, when it was nation​alized by Egypt.

Aswan Dam Dam on the Nile River in Egypt in​tended to provide electric power and stop seasonal flooding; construction finally began in 1960.

Central Intelligence Agency Agency established by Congress in 1947 to gather data and organize intelligence operations in foreign countries; it is re​sponsible solely to the president.

Pan-Arab movement Attempts to politically unify the Arab nations of the Middle East, which stressed freedom from Western control and oppo​sition to Israel.

1958, when Lebanon's Christian president, Camile Chamoun, ignored his country's constitution and ran for a second term, nationalistic, anti-West Mus​lim elements rebelled. Eisenhower committed nearly fifteen thousand troops to protect the pro-American government at Chamoun's request. The American forces left in three months, after Chamoun, with American approval, had stepped down and been replaced by General Faud Chehab. Eisenhower had demonstrated his willingness to protect American interests but had done little to re​solve the problems faced by Lebanon and the rest of the Middle East.

A Protective Neighbor

During the 1952 presidential campaign, Eisen​hower had charged that Truman had allowed eco​nomic problems and popular uprisings to develop in Latin America and that these uprisings had been "skillfully exploited by the Communists." As president, Eisenhower intended to reverse that trend by offering anti-Communist governments economic, political, and military support. He was most concerned about Guatemala, where Presi​dent Jocobo Arbenz had nationalized thousands of acres owned by the American-based United Fruit Company. These radical actions convinced the administration to use the CIA to remove Ar​benz. The CIA supplied Guatemalan colonel Car​los Castillo Armas with "wads of dollar bills" and arms to overthrow the elected government. Colonel Armas launched the effort to "liberate" Guatemala on June 18, 1954, and within two weeks had established a new, pro-American government.

The other major trouble spot in Latin America was Cuba. By the mid-1950s, the corrupt and dicta​torial Fulgencio Batista had become an embarrass​ment to the United States. Many Americans be​lieved that Fidel Castro, who was leading a revolt against Batista, could be a pro-American reformer. By 1959, rebel forces had control of the island. But Castro's economic and social reforms soon seemed to endanger substantial American interests. U.S. investors controlled 40 percent of Cuba's sugar industry, 90 percent of Cuba's telephone and elec​

tric companies, 50 percent of its railroads, and 25 percent of its banking. Washington tried to push Cuba in the right direction by applying economic pressure. In February 1960, Castro reacted by sign​ing an economic pact with the Soviet Union. Eisen​hower termed Castro a "madman." In March, he approved a CIA plan to attack Castro. Actual im​plementation of that plan, however, would have to be approved by Eisenhower's successor.

The New Look in Asia

When Eisenhower took office, Asia was the focal point of Cold War tensions. Fighting continued in Korea, and in Indochina the Communist Viet Minh, led by Ho Chi Minh, were fighting a "war of national liberation" against the French.

Eisenhower continued Truman's policy of sup​porting French efforts to re-establish colonial rule and defeat communism. By 1954, the United States was paying nearly 78 percent of the war's cost. Ar​ticulating the domino theory, Eisenhower warned that if Indochina fell to communism, the loss "of Burma, of Thailand, of the [Malay] Peninsula, and Indonesia" would certainly follow, and possibly Australia and New Zealand.

The prospect of the first domino's toppling ap​peared imminent in 1954. By spring, Viet Minh forces had encircled the French fortress at Dienbien​phu. Eisenhower transferred forty bombers to bol​ster the French in Vietnam. Some advisers wanted a more direct American role, but Eisenhower, believ​ing that "no military victory is possible in that kind of theater," rejected such options. Dienbienphu fell on May 7, 1954, after a fifty-five-day siege.

Fidel Castro Cuban revolutionary leader who overthrew the corrupt regime of dictator Fulgencio Batista in 1959 and established a socialist state.

Viet Minh Vietnamese army made up of Commu​nist and other nationalist groups, which fought the French from 1946 to 1954 to win independence from French rule.

domino theory Notion that if one nation comes under Communist control, then neighboring na​tions will follow.

Eisenhower was equally unhappy about the re​sults of negotiations held at Geneva between the French and the Viet Minh. The Geneva Agreement "temporarily" partitioned Vietnam along the 17th parallel and created the neutral states of Cambodia and Laos. The two Vietnams were to hold elections to unify the nation within two years. American strategists called the loss of half of Vietnam a "dis​aster." The United States refused to sign the Geneva Agreement. To save South Vietnam, Eisen​hower rushed advisers and aid to the government of Prime Minister Ngo Dinh Diem. With American blessings, Diem ignored the Geneva-mandated unification elections, repressed his political oppo​sition, and in October 1955 staged a plebiscite that created the Republic of Vietnam and elected him president.

The Soviets and Cold War Politics

Although Eisenhower relied on deterrence to curb Soviet expansionism, he recognized that im​proved Soviet-American relations might prevent a nuclear confrontation. Negotiating with the Sovi​ets was difficult for him. He questioned the Sovi​ets' commitment to peace. Still, growing Soviet nuclear capabilities and the death of Stalin in 1953 provided the opportunity for reducing tensions. Soon after Stalin's death, the new Soviet leader, Georgii Malenkov, called for "peaceful coexis​tence." Eisenhower called on the Soviets to dem​onstrate their willingness to cooperate with the West. Malenkov complied. He agreed to consider some form of on-site inspection to verify any ap​proved arms reductions. Eisenhower responded by asking the Soviets in December 1953 to work toward universal disarmament.

By then, world concern was growing not only about the threat of nuclear war but about the dan​gers of radiation from the testing of nuclear weapons. Worldwide pressures grew for a summit meeting to deal with the "balance of terror." In 1955, Eisenhower accepted a meeting with the new Soviet leadership of Nikolai Bulganin and Nikita Khrushchev, who had replaced Malenkov. Al​though the Geneva Summit produced no agree​ment, the meeting did reduce East-West tensions.


The spirit of Geneva quickly vanished when So​viet forces invaded Hungary in November 1956 to put down an anti-Soviet revolt. The Hungarians appealed to the world for help. None came from the United States. Seeing no way to help without risking all-out war, the administration could only watch as the Soviets crushed the revolt.

Eisenhower resumed discussions of a test ban with the Soviets in 1958 after Khrushchev an​nounced a voluntary moratorium on nuclear weapons testing and called for a meeting to dis​cuss the issue. Although the U.S. military said it needed more tests, Eisenhower agreed to hold dis​cussions with the Soviets. Once again, however, the negotiations bogged down over the issue of verification. They became even more difficult when another Berlin crisis emerged. The Soviets announced in November 1958 that they intended to sign a treaty with East Germany that would ter​minate the West's right to occupy West Berlin. For Eisenhower, retreat from Berlin was unthinkable. American and NATO forces made plans for the de​fense of their zones of the city. Faced with un​flinching Western determination, Khrushchev an​nounced a permanent delay in the treaty. The crisis was over.

Khrushchev subsequently sought to smooth re​lations with the West. In September 1959, he made a twelve-day tour of the United States that in​cluded a stop at Camp David, the presidential re​treat in Maryland. The Camp David conference produced no agreement, but Eisenhower and the

Geneva Agreement Truce signed at Geneva in 1954 by French and Viet Minh representatives di​viding Vietnam along the 17th parallel; the north became Communist and the south had a French-backed government.

plebiscite Special election that allows people to ei​ther approve or reject a particular proposal. Nikita Khrushchev Soviet premier who de​nounced Stalin in 1956 and improved the USSR's image abroad; he was deposed in 1964 for his fail​ure to improve the country's economy.

verification In disarmament, the methods of in​spection that allow each nation to ensure that the others are abiding by agreements.

Soviet premier announced that they would both attend a summit conference in Paris in May and that Eisenhower would later visit the Soviet Union.

The promising thaw in the Cold War proved short-lived once again. On May 1, 1960, an Ameri​can U-2 spy plane was shot down over the Soviet Union, and its pilot, Francis Gary Powers, was cap​tured. At first, the United States feebly denied the nature of the flight, saying the U-2 was only a weather plane. Khrushchev then showed pictures of the plane's wreckage and presented Major Pow​ers, clearly proving the American spy mission. Eisenhower took full responsibility but refused to apologize for such flights. Khrushchev canceled from the Paris Summit, and Eisenhower canceled his trip to the Soviet Union.

Although Eisenhower was applauded for stand​ing up to Khrushchev, the loss of the U-2, Soviet advances in missile technology and nuclear weaponry, and a Communist Cuba only 90 miles from Florida provided the Democrats with strong reasons to claim that the Republicans had been de​ficient in meeting Soviet threats. In 1960, turning the Republicans' own tactics of 1952 against them, the Democrats cheerfully accused their opponents of endangering the United States by being too soft on communism.

SUMMARY 

Expectations 
Constraints 

Choices

Outcomes

"Had enough?" Republicans asked voters in 1952. Americans answered by electing Dwight D. Eisen​hower. With Ike in the White House, the 1950s spawned popular, if flawed, images of America that reflected the expectations of many whose lives

centered on affluent suburbs and a growing con​sumer culture. The images were partially true. Many white, middle-class Americans fulfilled their expectations by moving to the suburbs and living the American dream.

Economic realities, social prejudice, and dissat​isfaction, however, contradicted the popular im​agery. More married women chose to enter the work force. Many men and women behaved con​trary to the supposed norms of family and subur​ban culture, while teens and young adults some​times rejected or criticized established norms and values. The outcome was that even affluent subur​bia was less stable than it appeared. African Amer​icans chose to reshape the nation's social and politi​cal agendas. The outcome was that racial equality became an issue that neither society nor govern​ment could ignore.

Although promising change, Eisenhower chose foreign and domestic policies that continued the basic patterns established by Roosevelt and Tru​man. There were reductions in some domestic pro​grams, but the public expectations constrained any large-scale dismantling of the New Deal. The New Look relied on new tactics, but Cold War foreign policies did not change significantly. Eisenhower continued containment and expanded American influence in southern Asia and the Middle East. Meanwhile, relations with the Soviet Union deteri​orated with the launching of Sputnik, another Berlin crisis, Castro's victory in Cuba, and the U-2 incident.
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Allen Ginsberg


Allen Ginsberg was born in Paterson, New Jersey in 1926. He graduated from Columbia University, then moved to San Francisco. Dissatisfied with his tra�ditional job and lifestyle, he chose to stop working and start writing poetry. Even�tually, he became one of the leading Beat poets and voices of his generation.


Robert Kelley, LIFE Magazine, © Time Warner Inc.





Southern Christian Leadership Conference


Group formed by Martin Luther King, Jr., and oth�ers after the Montgomery bus boycott; it became the backbone of the civil rights movement in the 1950s and 1960s.


Little Rock Capital of Arkansas where Eisenhower sent federal troops in 1957 to protect black stu�dents entering an all-white high school and to end rioting by segregationist mobs.








