[image: image1.png]
CHAPTER 27
Truman and Cold War
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•What expectations did Americans have about the postwar world and the Soviet Union?

· How was the containment theory applied to Western Europe between 1947 and 1951?

· Outside Western Europe, what choices did the Truman administration make to promote and protect American interests?

The Korean War

•As the North Koreans invaded South Korea, what choices and constraints did Truman confront when considering policy options?

•What expectations did Truman and General MacArthur have about defeating the North Koreans and unifying Korea? What was the outcome for both leaders?

Homecomings and Adjustments

•What were the social and economic expectations of most Americans as World War II ended? What


were the outcomes of these expectations for women and minorities?

•What constraints did proposals to expand New Deal programs encounter as the Cold War developed?

•What constraints did Truman face in implementing his domestic programs? How did they influence his choices?

•Why did Truman win the 1948 election? What choices did members of the New Deal coalition have in 1948, and why did most Democrats vote for Truman?

Cold War Politics

•What fears and events heightened society's fear of internal subversion, and what choices did politicians make in response to them?

•Why and how did Joseph McCarthy become so powerful by 1952?

INTRODUCTION 

When World War II ended, Americans hoped for a bright future. The Great Depression was over, the war had reignited American industry, and the United States stood as the world's biggest eco​nomic and military power. Returning veterans looked forward to living the "American dream," which included owning a home, a car, and a vari​ety of consumer products. More than ever before, women and minorities shared in expectations for greater opportunity.

Although everyone hoped for postwar prosperity, political conservatives anticipated the demise of the New Deal. They argued that the New Deal was no longer necessary and that society and the economy should revert to traditional norms. They sought to place constraints on the economic and social gains made by minorities, women, and workers. Unions, they asserted, had become too powerful and must be restrained. Women, conservatives argued, should give up their jobs and return full-time to the roles of wife and mother. African Americans and other mi​norities should return to their customary place in American society.

Which direction would the nation choose: the path of the liberal New Deal or a more conserva​tive one? The outcome pleased neither ardent lib​erals nor staunch conservatives. It reflected an acceptance and even some expansion of existing governmental activism but few new programs.

Expectations 
Constraints 

Choices

Outcomes

Truman also faced choices in shaping a new inter​national order. Isolationism had virtually vanished amid the wreckage of Pearl Harbor and Hiroshima. Truman tried between 1945 and 1952 to seek a last​ing peace, but the outcome was not what he expected. By the end of 1947, American and Soviet leaders had made choices that produced a bitter rivalry. The out​come, the Cold War, polarized the world, expanded America's global role, and added a new force in American society: the fear of the Soviet Union and communism. When North Korea invaded South Ko​rea, Truman chose to commit American troops to halt Communist aggression. At home, the activities of anti-Communists like Senator Joseph McCarthy ex​posed a dark side of American politics and society.

Despite increased prosperity, American society began to seem less stable and unified, clouding ex​pectations for a bright future. Labor unions clashed with employers, many women and minorities found their expectations thwarted, and the Korean War dragged on in a stalemate. The outcome, by the end of Truman's second term, was widespread political dissatisfaction and a general desire for change.


The Cold War Begins

Germany, Italy, and Japan had been defeated, and the world hoped that an enduring peace would follow. But could the cooperative relationship of the victorious Allies continue into the postwar era without a common enemy to bind them together?

Before 1941, suspicion and distrust had marked the normal relationship between the United States and the Soviet Union. In 1917, whenthe Soviets seized power, the Wilson administra​tion refused to recognize the new Soviet state and intervened in the civil war between Soviet and anti-Communist forces. The last American troops left in 1920, but Washington refused to recognize the Soviet Union until 1933. Even after President Franklin D. Roosevelt established official ties with Moscow, relations remained frosty. When the Soviets signed their alliance with Nazi Ger​many in 1939 and claimed parts of Poland for themselves, most Americans saw little real differ‑
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ence between the brutal totalitarianism of nazism and communism.

American policy toward the Soviets altered in 1941, when Hitler invaded the Soviet Union. Rela​tions with the Soviets improved quickly, as the United States supported the Communists in their war against the Germans. Ideological and other differences were de-emphasized. But even during the war, the two powers viewed each other suspi​ciously over issues such as the timing of the second European front and the creation of pro-Soviet gov​ernments in Eastern Europe.

When Roosevelt died on April 12, 1945, Harry S Truman was left to face the imposing job of finish​ing the war and creating the peace. Winning the war was mostly a matter of following existing poli​cies, but formulating a new international order re​quired new ideas and policies. In facing this formi​dable task, the new president counted on his common sense and what he believed would be best for the country. Truman was determined to be a decisive, hard-working president. He had read history; now he would shape it. A plaque on his

desk proclaimed, "THE BUCK STOPS HERE."

( In July 1945, Truman met with Stalin and Churchill for the first time at Potsdam on the outskirts of Berlin. He was surprised that the Soviet leader was shorter than he and thought that Churchill talked too much, giving him "a lot of hooey." Later Truman wrote, "You never saw such pig-headed people as are the Russians." Here Stalin and Truman (left) and advis​ers Byrnes and Molotov (right) pose for photographers. Truman Library.

Truman and the Soviets

Truman and other American leaders identified two overlapping paths to peace: international coopera​tion and deterrence based on military strength. They concluded that the United States must con​tinue to field a strong military force with bases in Europe, Asia, and the Middle East. But deterrence alone could not guarantee peace and a stable world. That required the presence of a strong world organization to preserve collective security, a determination not to appease aggressors, and a prosperous world economy.

Not all nations accepted the American vision for peace and stability. Having been invaded twice in the twentieth century, the Soviets advanced different goals. They wanted to have Germany reduced in power and to see "friendly" governments in Eastern Europe. The Soviets were unwilling to allow an open political and economic system to function in neigh​boring countries. They put little faith in Roosevelt's call for the creation of the United Nations, although they agreed to go along with Roosevelt's idea.

The basic organization of the United Nations was mapped out at the Dumbarton Oaks confer​ence in the fall of 1944. The United Nations charter, written at a meeting in San Francisco in April 1945, established a weak General Assembly composed


of all the world's nations. The smaller Security Council, composed of the Big Five (now including France) and six other nations elected for two-year terms, possessed the power to make all real deci​sions, including taking action against aggressor na​tions. Each of the Big Five could veto Security Council decisions to ensure that the council could not interfere with their national interests. New York City became the permanent UN headquarters.

When Truman became president, he developed a rapid distrust of the Soviets. He regarded Soviet ac‑

deterrence Measures taken by a state, often includ​ing a military build-up, to discourage another state from attacking it.

Dumbarton Oaks Conference in Washington, D.C., at which representatives of China, Britain, the USSR, and the United States drew up a blue​print for the charter of the United Nations.

General Assembly Assembly of all members of the United Nations, which debates issues but nei​ther creates nor executes policy.

Security Council Executive agency of the United Nations, which includes five permanent members (China, France, Russia, Britain, and the United States) and six members chosen by the General As​sembly for two-year terms.

tions in Poland and Romania as violations of proper behavior, the principles of the Atlantic Charter, and the Yalta agreements. Truman quickly confronted Soviet foreign minister V. M. Molotov over the Sovi​ets' failure to fulfill promises made at Yalta to allow self-determination in Eastern Europe. Truman was less willing to consider Soviet "needs" than Roo​sevelt had been. In July 1945, Truman had his only face-to-face meeting with Stalin at the Potsdam Conference. The meeting accomplished little. Tru​man became more convinced than ever before that the Soviets were a major obstacle to world stability.

By early 1946, Truman believed that it was past time for the Soviets to prove their peaceful inten​tions. In Eastern Europe, every indication suggested that the Soviets were tightening their controls over Poland, Romania, and Hungary. On February 9, 1946, Stalin asserted that future wars were inevitable because of "present capitalist conditions," which most American observers saw as proof of Soviet hos​tility. Supreme Court Justice William 0. Douglas called Stalin's speech "A Declaration of World War III." The Joint Chiefs of Staff agreed and recom​mended a foreign policy that would support nations threatened by Soviet hostility. The State Department was less alarmed, but it too concluded that the Sovi​ets were following an "ominous course."

George F. Kennan, the chargé d'affaires in Moscow, plotted the American response to threat​ened Soviet expansionism. Asked by the State De​partment to evaluate Soviet policy, Kennan de​scribed Soviet totalitarianism as internally weak. Soviet leaders, he wrote in a report that became known as the "Long Telegram," held Communist ideology secondary to remaining in power. To rule, Soviet leaders relied on fear, repression, and resis​tance to a foreign enemy. To stay in control, Soviet leaders needed Western capitalism to serve as that enemy, Kennan wrote. Therefore, they could not af​ford to reach meaningful, long-lasting agreements with the West. He recommended a policy of contain​ment. That meant meeting any attempted expansion of Soviet power head-on. Based on Kennan's advice, Truman adopted a policy designed to "set will against will, force against force, idea against idea .. . until Soviet expansion is finally worn down."

Fear of Soviet expansion quickly became a bipar​tisan issue. Both parties sought to convince the pub​lic that the United States must resist Soviet global-

ism. The most sensational warning about the Soviet danger came from Winston Churchill on March 5, 1946, at Westminster College in Fulton, Missouri. With President Truman sitting beside him, the for​mer British prime minister warned that an "iron curtain" had fallen across Europe. He called for a "fraternal association of the English-speaking peo​ples" to halt the Russians. Churchill, Time magazine pronounced, had spoken with the voice of a "lion."

As Churchill gave his address, it appeared that an "American lion" was needed in Iran. During World War II, the Big Three had stationed troops in Iran to ensure the safety of lend-lease materials go​ing by that route to the Soviet Union. The troops were to be withdrawn by March 1946, but as that date neared, Soviet troops remained in northern Iran. Britain and the United States sent harshly worded telegrams to the Soviets and petitioned the United Nations to consider an Iranian complaint against the Soviet Union. Soviet forces soon evacu​ated Iran. The crisis was defused, but it convinced many Americans that the Soviets would retreat only when confronted with firmness.

Throughout the rest of 1946, the United States hardened its resolve in Europe. Postwar credits and loans were determined on the basis of ideol​ogy. Thus Britain received a $3.8 billion loan and France a $650 million loan, but the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia received nothing. In Germany, the United States merged its occupation zone with those of the British and French and promised that American troops would remain as long as neces​sary to protect the German people.

chargé d'affaires A high-ranking member of an embassy, frequently the highest-ranking career diplomat of the mission.

containment Policy of checking the expansion or influence of a hostile power by means such as strategic alliances or the support of weaker states in areas of conflict.

globalism National geopolitical policy in which the entire world is regarded as the appropriate sphere for a state's influence.

"iron curtain" Name given to the military, politi​cal, and ideological barrier established between the Soviet bloc and Western Europe after World War II.

The Division of Europe

Throughout western and southern Europe, post​war economic and social turmoil was adding to the popularity of leftist and Communist groups. In the eastern Mediterranean, the Soviets were pressur​ing Turkey to permit some degree of Soviet control over the Dardanelles, the straits linking the Black Sea to the Mediterranean. Nearby, Greece was torn by a civil war between Communist-backed rebels and the British-supported conservative govern​ment (see Map 27.1). Communist influence seemed to be growing everywhere.

Truman responded by asserting in a speech to Congress that it was the duty of the United States "to support free people" who resisted subjugation "by armed minorities or by outside pressure." Tru​man asked Congress for $400 million in aid for Greece and Turkey.

Secretary of State George Marshall and Assis​tant Secretary of State Dean Acheson backed Tru​man's request for aid by warning select Demo​cratic and Republican senators that Greece was on the brink of collapse. A Communist victory there would endanger neighboring states and eventu​ally the entire eastern Mediterranean and Middle East. The Soviets were on the move, Acheson told the senators, and would triumph unless the United States stepped forward and stopped them. Im​pressed, Senator Arthur Vandenberg said that Tru​man needed to "scare the hell" out of the country. The president took the advice. In his Truman Doc​trine speech of March 12, 1947, he blamed almost every threat to peace and stability on an unnamed villain, the Soviet Union. With American support, Turkey resisted Soviet pressure and retained con​trol of the straits, and the Greek government was able to defeat the Communist rebels in 1949.

On June 5, 1947, in a commencement address at Harvard, Secretary of State Marshall uncovered a new weapon in the fight against communism: the Marshall Plan. The United States had already loaned nearly $9 billion to Western European na​tions, but more was needed to ward off a possible European economic collapse. Wartime destruction, drought, and an extremely bitter winter had, by 1947, brought Europe close to social and economic chaos. Millions of people could not heat their homes and were existing on a starvation diet. Communist


and Socialist parties were gaining in popularity and strength. Italian Communists represented a third of the electorate, whereas in France nearly a quarter voted Communist. European prosperity had to be restored to preserve democracy and freedom.

For the Truman administration, the question was not whether to aid Western Europe but whether to aid the Soviets and Eastern Europeans as well. To al​low the Soviets and their satellites to participate seemed contrary to the Truman Doctrine. If the plan excluded the Soviets, however, the United States might seem to be encouraging the division of Eu​rope. Chaired by George Kennan, the State Depart​ment planning staff recommended that the United States offer economic aid to all Europeans. Kennan believed that the Soviets' unwillingness to cooperate with capitalists would keep them from taking part.

Britain and France accepted the American offer within two weeks and called for a meeting in Paris of all interested parties on June 26, 1947. To nearly everyone's surprise, a Soviet delegation arrived. It appeared for a moment that Kennan's gamble had failed. But Soviet foreign minister Molotov rejected a British and French proposal for an economically integrated Europe, joint economic planning, and a requirement to purchase mostly American goods. The Soviets left the conference. Attracted by the

leftist Holding various liberal or radical political beliefs, often resting on a sympathy with the work​ing class and a conviction that government should provide for the basic needs of the people.

George Marshall Chief of staff of the U.S. Army during World War II, who became Truman's secre​tary of state in 1947 and worked to rebuild the economy of Western Europe.

Dean Acheson Diplomat who took over as secre​tary of state in 1949; he helped formulate U.S. pol​icy in Korea and advocated a firm stand against Soviet aggression in the Berlin crisis.

Truman Doctrine Anti-Communist foreign policy enunciated by Truman in 1947, which called for military and economic aid to countries whose po​litical stability was threatened by communism.

Marshall Plan Program to foster economic recov​ery in Western Europe in the postwar period through massive amounts of U.S. financial aid, which began in 1948.
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( MAP 27.1 Cold War Europe Following World War II, Europe was separated by what Winston Churchill called the "iron curtain," which divided most of the continent politi​cally, economically, and militarily into an eastern bloc (the Warsaw Pact) led by the So​viet Union and a western bloc (NATO) supported by the United States. This postwar di​vision of Europe lasted until the collapse of the Soviet Union in the early 1990s.

prospect of American aid, sixteen other nations stayed in Paris and drafted a European recovery program. Completed on September 22, the plan called for four years of American assistance amounting to over $20 billion. Congress consented in 1948 to give $12.5 billion.

The Marshall Plan produced far-reaching conse​quences east and west of the iron curtain. One con​dition of the aid was that Western European coun​tries had to purge Communist elements from their governments. The Soviet sphere responded with a hardening of Communist influence and control over Eastern Europe. In September 1947, the Soviet Union formed the Communist Information Bureau


(Cominform) to ensure Soviet direction of Eu​rope's Communist parties. And in February 1948, the Soviets engineered a coup in Czechoslovakia and installed a Communist government. The death of political freedom in Czechoslovakia proved to many Americans the hostile intent of the Soviets. "We are faced with exactly the same situation with which Britain and France were faced in 1938 and

coup Sudden overthrow of a government by a small group of people in or previously in positions of authority.
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( In many people's views, Truman's decision to support Greece and Turkey and his announcement of the Truman Doctrine (March 1947) represented the transfer of world responsibility from Great Britain to the United States. In Truman's words, "The free peoples of the world look to us for support in maintaining their freedoms."

1939 with Hitler," Truman announced. But Truman was no Neville Chamberlain.

The United States, Britain, and France responded to the "sovietization" of Eastern Europe by unifying their German occupation zones into a West German state. Faced with the prospect of a pro-Western and resurgent Germany, Stalin reacted. On June 24, 1948, the Russians blockaded all land traffic to Berlin and shut off the electricity to the city's western zones. With a population of over 2 million, West Berlin lay isolated 120 miles inside the Soviet zone of Ger​many. The Soviet goal was to force the West either to abandon the creation of West Germany or to face the loss of Berlin. The Americans were determined not to retreat. Churchill affirmed the American stand. We want peace, he stated, "but we should by now have learned that there is no safety in yielding to dictators, whether Nazi or Communist." The prospect of war loomed.


American strategists confronted the question of how to stand fast without starting a shooting war. Truman chose to use the three air corridors to Berlin from the West that the Soviets had earlier agreed to recognize. British and Americans flew through these corridors to three Berlin airports on an average of one flight every three minutes. To drive home to the Soviets the depth of American resolve, Truman ordered a wing of B-29 bombers, the "atomic bombers," to Berlin. In fact, these planes carried no atomic weapons.

The Berlin airlift was a tremendous victory for the United States. The unceasing flow of supplies testified to American resolve to contain Soviet power and to protect Europe. The Soviets ended the blockade of Berlin in May 1949. The crisis ended virtually all congressional opposition to the Marshall Plan and the creation of West Germany.

Truman followed the Berlin action with a call for an American military alliance with Western Eu​rope. By April 1949, negotiations to create the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) were completed (see Map 27.1). Congress approved American entry into NATO in July. Membership in the alliance ensured that American forces would remain in the newly created West Germany and that Western Europe would be eligible for addi​tional American economic and military aid. The Mutual Defense Assistance Act, passed in 1949, provided $1.5 billion in arms and equipment for NATO member nations. By 1952, 80 percent of American assistance to Europe was military aid.

A Global Presence

American foreign policy from 1945 to 1950 focused on rebuilding Western Europe and containing Soviet

Berlin airlift Response to the Soviet blockade of West Berlin in 1948, in which American and British planes made continuous flights to deliver supplies and keep the city open.

North Atlantic Treaty Organization Alliance

formed in 1949 that includes most of the nations of Western Europe and North America; its mutual de​fense agreement was a basic element of the effort to contain communism.

power, but American policy did not ignore the rest of the world. To the south, the Truman administra​tion rejected requests from Latin Americans for a Marshall Plan for the Western Hemisphere. Instead, it encouraged private firms to develop the region through business and trade. The United States did sponsor the creation of the Organization of Ameri​can States to coordinate defense, economic, and so​cial concerns. In the Middle East, fear of future oil shortages led the United States to promote American petroleum interests. In Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and Iran, the goal was to replace Britain as the major eco​nomic and political influence.

Simultaneously, the United States became a pow​erful supporter of a new Jewish state that was to be created out of Palestine, then under British rule. Considering the Nazi terror against the Jews, Tru​man believed that the Jews should have their own nation. In May 1947, Britain announced that it no longer had the resources to maintain control over Palestine. The United States recognized Israel al​most immediately when the United Nations voted to partition Palestine into Arab and Jewish states on May 14, 1948. When war broke out between the sur​rounding Arab states and Israel, Truman and most Americans applauded the victories of Israeli armies.

If Americans were pleased with events in Latin America and the Middle East, Asia provided one bright spot but several disappointments. Under American occupation, Japan's government had been reshaped into a democratic system and placed safely within the American orbit. Success in Japan was offset by reverses in China and Korea. During World War II, the Nationalist Chinese government of Jiang Jieshi (Chiang Kai-shek) and the Chinese Communists under Mao Zedong (Mao Tse-tung) had moderated their hostility toward each other to fight the Japanese. Old animosities quickly resur​faced when the war ended. By February 1946, civil war again ravaged China. American supporters of Jiang, most notably his friend, Time-Life publisher Henry R. Luce, recommended that the United States increase its economic and military support for the Nationalist government. Luce and others ar​gued that the civil war in China was as important as the one that threatened Greece. Truman and Marshall disagreed. Although dreading a Commu​nist success in China, they blamed the corrupt and inefficient Nationalist government for China's po​

litical and economic turmoil. Truman and Marshall were willing to continue some aid for China but did not want to commit America to an Asian war. Jiang's forces steadily lost the iil war. In 1949, Jiang's army disintegrated, and the Nationalist government fled to the island of Formosa (Taiwan).

Conservative Democrats and Republicans la​beled the rout of Jiang as a humiliating American defeat. To quiet critics and to protect Jiang, Truman refused to recognize the People's Republic of China on the mainland and ordered the U.S. 7th Fleet to waters near Taiwan. Increasingly, Truman was feeling pressure to expand the containment policy beyond Europe. The pressure intensified in late August 1949, when the Soviets detonated their own atomic bomb, shattering the American nu​clear monopoly. Suddenly, it seemed that the United States was losing the Cold War. From inside and outside the administration came calls for a more aggressive policy against communism. The National Security Council, in its Memorandum #68 (NSC-68), called in 1950 for global containment and a huge buildup of American military force.

Truman studied the report but hesitated to im​plement its recommendations. He worried about the impact of such large-scale military production on domestic goods manufacturing. He eventually agreed to a "moderate" $12.3 billion military budget
	Organization of American States An interna‑
tional organization composed of most of the na​tions of the Americas, including the Caribbean, which deals with the mutual concerns of its mem​bers. Cuba is not currently a member.

Palestine Region on the Mediterranean that was a British mandate after World War I; the UN parti​tioned the area in 1948 to allow for a Jewish and a Palestinian state.

partition To divide a country into separate, au​tonomous nations.

Nationalist Chinese Supporters of Jiang Jieshi, who fought the Communists for control of China in the 1940s; in defeat they retreated to Taiwan in 1949, where they set up a separate government.

National Security Council Executive agency es‑
tablished in 1947 to coordinate the strategic poli​cies and defense of the United States; it includes the president and four cabinet members.


for 1950 that included building the hydrogen bomb, which was first tested in 1952. Supporters of NSC-68, however, won the final argument on June 24, 1950, when North Korean troops stormed across the 38th parallel.

The Korean War

When World War II ended, Soviet forces occupied Korea north of the 38th parallel, and American forces remained south of it (see Map 27.2). As with Germany, the division of Korea was expected to be temporary. A reunified Korean nation was to ap​pear after the war. But mutual Soviet and Ameri​can fears soon led to the establishment of an Amer​ican-supported government in the south, led by Syngman Rhee, and a Communist-backed govern​ment in the north, headed by Kim II-Sung. By mid-1946, the division of Korea appeared more permanent than temporary.

In 1949, believing Korea to be of little political or strategic importance, the Soviet and American gov​ernments withdrew their forces, leaving behind two hostile regimes, each claiming to be Korea's rightful government. Both Koreas launched raids across the border, but neither side gained much ground. Then, on June 25, 1950, Kim Il-Sung launched a full-scale invasion of the south. Truman quickly announced that Korea was, after all, a region vital to American interests and needed American protection. In Tru​man's mind, Moscow had directed the invasion. The wisdom of NSC-68's recommendations for global containment was undeniably confirmed.

The UN Responds to Communist Aggression

Within days, the South Korean army (ROK) was fleeing before stronger, better-equipped North Ko​rean forces. Immediately, the United States asked the UN Security Council to intervene. The Security Council asked member nations to provide assis​tance to South Korea. Truman ordered General Douglas MacArthur to commit American naval and air units south of the 38th parallel. Two days later, as North Koreans captured the South Korean


capital of Seoul, the Security Council approved an international military force to defend South Korea and named MacArthur commander of the United Nations forces. As one of the five permanent mem​bers of the Security Council, the Soviet Union could have vetoed the mission to South Korea, but the Russians were boycotting the council for its re​fusal to recognize the People's Republic of China.

Fearful that a congressional declaration of war against Korea might expand the conflict to involve the Chinese and Russians, Truman never sought one. American troops served in Korea under United Nations resolutions and followed Truman's orders as commander in chief. For the record, the war was called the Korean Conflict or a "police action." Few in Congress objected to Truman's actions.

The infusion of American troops did not halt the North Korean advance. By the end of July 1950, North Korean forces occupied most of South Korea except for the southeastern corner of the penin​sula, the Pusan perimeter. But in a bold maneuver, MacArthur on September 15 landed some seventy thousand American forces at Inchon, near Seoul, nearly 200 miles north of the Pusan perimeter. It

hydrogen bomb Explosive weapon of enormous destructive power fueled by the fusion of the nu​clei of various hydrogen isotopes.

38th parallel Negotiated dividing line between North and South Korea, which was the focus of much of the fighting in the Korean War.

Syngman Rhee Korean politician who became president of South Korea in 1948; his dictatorial rule ended in 1960, when he was forced out of of​fice into exile.

Kim Il-Sung Installed by the Soviets as leader of North Korea. He served as premier from 1948 to 1972, when he became president, holding that of​fice until his death in 1994.

General Douglas MacArthur Commander of Al​lied forces in the South Pacific during World War II and of UN forces in Korea until a conflict over strategy led Truman to dismiss him.

Pusan perimeter Area near the city of Pusan in South Korea, which was the center of a beachhead held by UN forces in 1950.

Seoul Capital of South Korea, which suffered ex​tensive damage during its occupation by Commu​nist forces in 1950 and 1951.
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( MAP 27.2 The Korean War, 1950-1953 Seeking to unify Korea, North Korean forces invaded South Korea in 1950. To protect South Korea, the United States and the United Nations intervened. After driving North Korean forces northward, Truman sought to unify Ko​rea under South Korea. But as UN and South Korean forces pushed toward the Chinese border, Communist China intervened, forcing UN troops to retreat. This map shows the military thrusts and counterthrusts of the Korean War as it stalemated roughly along the 38th parallel.


was a brilliant tactical move that surprised the en​emy completely. The next day, the United Nations forces along the Pusan perimeter began their ad​vance. The North Koreans fled back across the 38th parallel. Seoul was liberated on September 27. United Nations forces had achieved the purpose of the police action.

Seeking to Liberate North Korea

MacArthur, Truman, and most other Americans now wanted to unify the peninsula under South Korean rule. Bending under American pressure, the United Nations approved the new goal on October 7, 1950. MacArthur had a green light to "liberate" North Korea from Communist rule (see Map 27.2).

An invasion seemed safe. North Korean forces were in disarray, and intelligence sources dis​counted the possibility of either Soviet or large-scale Chinese involvement. By mid-October, United Nations forces were moving quickly northward toward the Korean-Chinese border at the Yalu River. The Chinese, however, threatened interven​tion if the invaders approached the border. Some UN units had already encountered Chinese "volun​teers." Anxious that the Chinese might move in force, Truman flew to Wake Island to confer with MacArthur. The United Nations commander was supremely confident. If Chinese forces did cross the border, he explained, they could not number more than thirty thousand. American airpower would slaughter them. Unconvinced, Truman ordered MacArthur to use only South Korean forces in ap​proaching the Yalu River. MacArthur violated Tru​man's orders. On November 24, he moved Ameri​can, British, and Korean forces to within a few miles of the Yalu. Two days later, nearly 300,000 Chinese soldiers entered the conflict.

In the most brutal fighting of the war, the Chi​nese attacked in waves, nearly trapping several American and South Korean units. MacArthur had believed that vastly superior American airpower would deal with any Chinese invaders. But his calculations had not foreseen the bitter winter weather or night battles that severely limited the role of American aircraft.

Within three weeks, the North Koreans and Chi​nese had shoved the United Nations forces back to

the 38th parallel. During the retreat, General MacArthur asked for permission to bomb bridges on the Yalu River and Chinese bases across the border. He also urged a naval blockade of China and the use of Nationalist Chinese forces against the mainland. Believing that such an escalation could lead to World War III, Truman allowed only the Korean half of the bridges to be bombed and flatly rejected MacArthur's other suggestions. Truman abandoned the goal of a unified pro-Western Korea and sought a negotiated settlement to end the conflict.

The decision was not popular. Americans wanted victory. MacArthur publicly took excep​tion to the limitations his commander in chief had placed on him. He put it simply: there was "no substitute for victory." Already dissatisfied with MacArthur's arrogance, Truman used the gen​eral's direct challenge to presidential power as grounds to fire him and replaced him with General Matthew Ridgway. MacArthur returned to the United States and received a hero's welcome, in​cluding a ticker-tape parade down New York's Fifth Avenue. He continued his criticism of Tru​man's policies at congressional hearings in June 1951, arguing that an expanded war could achieve victory. The administration countered that an ex​panded war could mean nuclear world war.

In their face-off, neither MacArthur nor Truman won. Truman's public approval rating continued to plummet. At the same time, MacArthur's hopes for a presidential candidacy collapsed as most Ameri​cans feared that his aggressive policies might result in another world war. By the beginning of 1952, the vast majority of Americans were weary of the war and wanted it over. The Korean front had mean​while stabilized along the 38th parallel. Peace talks involving the United States, South Korea, China, and North Korea had begun on July 10, 1951. The negotiations did not go smoothly. For two years, the powers bickered about prisoners, cease-fire lines, and a multitude of lesser issues. Over 125,000 UN casualties occurred during the two years of peace negotiations. When the cease-fire finally was concluded by the Eisenhower administration on July 26, 1953, the Korean Conflict had cost over $20 billion and 33,000 American lives.

The "hot war" in Korea had far-reaching mili​tary and diplomatic results for the United States. In Europe, Truman moved forward with plans to


rearm West Germany in case of a confrontation with the Soviet Communists. Throughout Asia and the Pacific, a large American presence was made permanent. In 1951, the United States concluded a settlement with Japan that kept American forces in Japan and Okinawa. The United States increased its military aid to Nationalist China and French In​dochina. The containment policy that George F. Kennan had envisioned to protect Western Europe had expanded to include East Asia and the Pacific. According to the philosophy of the day, a Commu​nist victory anywhere threatened the national se​curity of the United States.

Homecomings and Adjustments

By November 1945, 1.25 million GIs were return​ing home each month wanting to rediscover fam​ily, jobs, and the American dream. Armed with the 1944 G.I. Bill, which provided low-interest home loans, a year's unemployment compensation, and economic support to attend school or college, re​turning veterans were eager to begin civilian life.

Adjusting to Peace at Home

Those veterans faced a massive housing shortage in 1945 and 1946. Streetcars were converted into homes in Chicago, grain silos became apartments in North Dakota, and across the country families doubled up. By mid-1946, however, developers like William Levitt were supplying mass-produced, prefabricated houses to meet the demand. Using building techniques developed during the war, Levitt boasted that he could construct a house on

cease-fire A truce that brings an end to fighting.

Indochina French colony in Southeast Asia, which included the present-day states of Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia; it began fighting for its independ​ence in the mid-twentieth century.

G.I. Bill Law passed in 1944 that provided finan​cial and educational benefits for American veter​ans after World War II; G.I. stands for "government issue."

an existing concrete slab in sixteen minutes. Stan​dardized and with few frills, his homes cost slightly less than $8,000, a very attractive price to many re​turning soldiers. The first Levittown sprang up in Hempstead, Long Island, in 1946, soon to be fol​lowed by others in Pennsylvania and New Jersey.

Most suburban developments were built for the "typical" American family—white, middle-class, and Christian. African Americans, Jews, and other minorities were not welcome. Although the 1948 Supreme Court decision in Shelly v. Kraemer made it illegal for developers and real-estate agents to re​strict housing, the decision did little to integrate most suburbs. Banks rarely made home loans to minorities trying to buy in a white neighborhood.

Cozy homes were only part of the postwar dream. Veterans expected that women who had been hired while they "fought for democracy" would now re​linquish their jobs. A fall 1945 Fortune poll discov​ered that 57 percent of women and 63 percent of men believed that married women should not work. Psy​chiatrists argued that men wanted feminine and submissive wives, not fellow workers. Fashions, like Christian Dior's "New Look," lowered skirts and ac​cented waists and breasts to emphasize femininity.

Not all women accepted the role of contented wife and homemaker. When one ex-GI informed his wife that she could no longer handle the finances be​cause it was not "woman's work," she indignantly reminded him that she had successfully balanced the checkbook for four years. Reflecting such ten​sions and too many hasty wartime marriages, the di​vorce rate jumped dramatically. Twenty-five percent of all marriages were ending in divorce in 1946. By 1950, over a million GI marriages had broken apart.

Despite the growing divorce rate, marriage was more popular than ever: two-thirds of the popula​tion was married by 1950 and having children. From a Depression level of under 80 per 1,000, the birth rate rose to over 115 per 1,000 within a year of the end of the war (see Figure 27.1). The so-called baby boom had arrived and would last for nearly twenty years.

Like women, nonwhites found that "fair employ​ment" vanished as employers favored white males once the war was over. The skilled and industrial jobs that had opened to Latinos and African Ameri​cans during the war became scarce by 1946. In 1943, over a million African Americans were employed inthe aircraft industry, but by 1950 the number had shrunk to 237,000. The decline was less marked in the automobile, rubber, and shipbuilding industries.

Mexican Americans also found themselves lim​ited to unskilled, menial jobs, despite their rapidly growing numbers in urban areas. Discrimination, denial of educational opportunities, and language barriers combined to trap a majority of Mexican Americans as common laborers. Throughout the Southwest and West, the pattern of Mexican-Ameri​can migration to urban areas continued to heighten the agricultural labor shortage. Mechanization made up for some of the loss, but more workers were necessary. In 1947, when Mexico pressed for higher wages and better working conditions for Mexicans working in the bracero program (see page 580), the United States allowed American farmers to contract directly for Mexican workers with virtually no restrictions on wages and working conditions. Between 1947 and 1950, nearly twice as many un​documented Mexican workers were recruited than had worked under the bracero program.

Nonwhite Americans at the end of World War II still lived in a distinctly segregated world. From housing to jobs, from healthcare to education, white society continued to deny nonwhites full participation in the American dream. Still, African Americans and Latinos looked eagerly toward the postwar period. Minorities had achieved social and economic gains during the war, and despite immediate postwar adjustments, it seemed that more progress was possible. One sign of such progress appeared when Jackie Robinson broke the color barrier in professional baseball and played for the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947. Robinson was voted the National League's Rookie of the Year.

Having fought for democracy, minorities were more determined than ever before not to return to the old ways. Latino and African-American leaders
	Shelly v. Kraemer Supreme Court ruling in 1948 that barred developers and real-estate agents from creating whites-only housing but that had little im​mediate impact.

baby boom Sudden increase in the birth rate that occurred in the United States after World War II and lasted from 1946 to 1964.
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( FIGURE 27.1 Birth Rate, 1930-1990 Between 1946 and 1957, families chose to have more children and the birth rate rebounded from the Depression. This increase is often called the baby boom. During the 1960s, the birth rate slowed down, and since the 1970s, it has remained fairly constant.

insisted that democracy be practiced at home. W. E. B. Du Bois stated that the real problems facing the United States came not from Stalin and Molo​tov but from racists like Mississippi's Senator Theodore Bilbo and Congressman John Rankin. "Internal injustice done to one's brother," Du Bois warned, "is far more dangerous than the aggres​sion of strangers from abroad."

Truman and Liberalism

When Roosevelt died, many wondered if Truman would continue the New Deal or largely abandon it. Truman ended all speculation when on September 6, 1945, he unveiled a twenty-one-point program. One Republican critic characterized it as an effort to "out—New Deal the New Deal." The president asked Congress to continue governmental controls on the economy, especially on prices, and to renew the


Fair Employment Practices Commission (FEPC).

He recommended an expansion of Social Security coverage and benefits, an increase in the minimum wage to $.65 an hour, and the development of addi​tional housing programs and Tennessee Valley—style projects. Truman also advised Congress that he would soon ask for a national health system to en​sure medical care for all Americans.

The expanded New Deal that Truman projected never fully developed. Republicans, conservative Democrats, and business leaders objected to it. They

Fair Employment Practices Commission Com​mission established by executive order in 1941 to curb racial discrimination in war industries; in 1946, a bill for a permanent FEPC was killed by a southern Democratic filibuster.

argued that Truman's ideas would lead to the devel​opment of a socialistic state and destroy private en​terprise. Conservatives and big business embarked on a campaign to persuade the American public of the dangers of "New Deal socialism." The National Association of Manufacturers spent nearly $37 mil​lion on such propaganda in one year. Conservatives in Congress either killed or significantly modified nearly all of Truman's proposals. FEPC faded away. The full-employment act was revised to eliminate government guarantees of a job for everyone.

The numerous strikes that occurred after the war fed the conservative mood of the country. When prices rose 25 percent but wages remained unchanged during the first eighteen months after the war, nearly 4.5 million workers went on strike to demand better compensation. Congress and state governments responded with measures de​signed to weaken unions and end strikes. "Right to work" laws banned compulsory union member​ship and in some cases provided police protection for those crossing picket lines during strikes. Other laws promoted the open shop and company-organized workers' associations.

Even Truman squared off against the railroad and coal miners' unions. When locomotive engineers struck in late May 1946, Truman asked Congress for power to draft striking workers into the army. The railroad strike was settled without the bill. Truman responded to a coal strike involving 400,000 United Mine Workers in April 1946 by seizing the nation's coal mines. He applauded when a federal court fined the union $3.5 million and again when the miners finally returned to work on December 7.

The strikes, soaring inflation rates, and divisions within Democratic ranks fit the Republican party's prescription for a 1946 election bonanza. "Had Enough?" Republican candidates asked the voters. Voters responded affirmatively, electing Republi​can majorities to both houses of the 80th Congress. The new Congress ignored Truman's domestic pro​posals and instead passed a tax cut and anti-union legislation. The Taft-Hartley Act, passed in June 1947 over Truman's veto, was a clear victory for management over labor. It banned the closed shop, prevented industry-wide collective bargaining, and legalized state-sponsored "right to work" laws. The law also empowered the president to use a court in​junction to force striking workers back to work foran eighty-day cooling-off period. Truman had cast his veto knowing it would be overridden.

Truman's position on civil rights was cautious but generally supportive. In December 1946, he cre​ated the Committee on Civil Rights to examine race relations in the country. In October 1947, the com​mittee's report, To Secure These Rights, called on the government to correct the extensive racial imbal​ances that it had found in American society. The re​port recommended the establishment of a perma​nent Commission on Civil Rights, the enactment of antilynching laws, and the abolition of the poll tax. It also called for integration of the U.S. armed forces and support for integrating housing pro​grams and education. Truman asked Congress in February 1948 to act on the committee's recommen​dations but provided no direction or legislation. Nor did the White House make any effort to inte​grate the armed forces until black labor leader A. Philip Randolph once again threatened a march on Washington. Truman then issued an executive or​der to integrate the military forces. The navy and air force complied, but the army resisted until it faced high casualties in the Korean War. Despite his caution, Truman had done more in the area of civil rights than any president since Abraham Lincoln.

The 1948 Election

Republicans had high expectations in 1948. Repub​lican candidates had done well in congressional elections, and Truman's approval rating remained low. To take on Truman, the Republicans chose New York's governor, Thomas E. Dewey, who had run a respectable race against Roosevelt in 1944.
	open shop Business or factory in which workers are employed without having to join a union; unlike a closed shop, which requires union membership.

Taft-Hartley Act Law passed in 1947 banning closed shops, permitting employers to sue unions for broken contracts, and requiring unions to ob​serve a cooling-off period before striking.

Thomas E. Dewey New York governor who twice ran unsuccessfully for president as the Republican candidate, the second time against Truman in 1948.


Dewey's prospects looked very good in 1948. Not only was the Republican party strong and Tru​man's popularity weak, but the Democrats were mired in bitter infighting over domestic policy. Dis​satisfied Democratic liberals hoped to replace Tru​man with General Dwight David Eisenhower or Supreme Court Justice William 0. Douglas. Neither was willing to run. Grudgingly, minorities and lib​erals had to settle for Truman. They did secure a party platform that included a civil rights plank.

Many southerners walked out of the Democratic convention to protest the civil rights plank. Un​willing to support a Republican, they organized the Dixiecrat party and nominated South Car​olina's governor, J. Strom Thurmond, for presi​dent. Henry Wallace's supporters also deserted Truman, forming the Progressive party.

With the Democratic party so splintered and public opinion polls showing a large Republican lead, Dewey conducted a low-key campaign. Run​ning for his political life, Truman crossed the na​tion by train, making hundreds of speeches that stressed the gains made under the Democrats. He attacked the "do-nothing" 80th Congress and its business allies. He told one audience, "Wall Street expects its money to elect a Republican adminis​tration that will listen to the gluttons of privilege first and not to the people at all." Truman also em​phasized his expertise in dealing with the Soviets. Comparing himself to Dewey, Truman contended that he had the guts to stand up to Stalin.

Confounding the pollsters, Truman defeated Dewey. His margin of victory was the smallest since 1916. Nevertheless, Truman's victory was a triumph for Roosevelt's New Deal coalition. Despite the Dix​iecrats, most southerners did not abandon the party; Thurmond carried only four southern states. Wallace did not carry a single state. Truman's vic​tory was made even sweeter when most of the West and Midwest voted Democrat. With Congress once again solidly in Democratic hands, Truman hoped that in 1949 he would succeed with his domestic program, which he called the Fair Deal. In his inau​gural address, Truman called on government to en​sure that all Americans received a "fair share" of the American dream. He asked for increases in Social Security, public housing, and the minimum wage. He also proposed the repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act and the institution of a national health program.


Cold War Politics

Congress responded favorably to Truman's re​quests for the expansion of programs already well established by the New Deal, such as Social Secu​rity. Proposals that went beyond the New Deal, however, failed to gain support. Attacks on the Fair Deal were based on the time-honored objection of too much government intrusion. In 1949, this objec​tion found renewed meaning in the growing na​tional fear of communism. The American Medical Association attacked the idea of a national health system by stressing its "Communistic" nature. Conservatives emphasized the "Communist" na​ture of government intervention in education. Civil rights legislation was held captive by the southern wing of the party, which called the FEPC part of a Communist conspiracy to undermine American unity. One of Truman's aides wrote that "the con​suming fear of communism" fostered a widespread belief that change was subversive and that those who supported change were Communists.

Responding to fears of Communists within the government, Truman moved to beef up the existing loyalty program. In March 1947, the president is​sued Executive Order #9835, establishing the Fed​eral Employee Loyalty Program. The order speci​fied that, after a hearing, a federal employee could be fired if "reasonable grounds" existed for believ​ing that he or she was disloyal. Attorney General Tom Clark provided a lengthy list of subversive or​ganizations. Between 1947 and 1951, almost three thousand federal employees were forced to resign, and another three hundred were discharged on the basis of disloyalty. In almost every case, the accused had no right to confront the accusers or to refute ev​idence. Few of those forced to leave government

Dixiecrat party Party organized in 1948 by south​ern delegates who refused to accept the civil rights plank of the Democratic platform; the party nomi​nated Strom Thurmond of South Carolina for

president.

Fair Deal President Truman's plan for legislation on civil rights, fair employment practices, and edu​cational appropriations.

service were Communists. Fewer still were threats to American security. Truman's loyalty program did little to calm internal fears. Instead it intensified a growing hysteria about an "enemy within."

The Second Red Scare

The Second Red Scare reflected the fears and frus​trations of many Americans in the immediate after​math of World War II. America had defeated one set of enemies in the war only to be confronted with another enemy in the form of the Soviet Union and the specter of communism generally. The Soviet domination of Eastern Europe and other Commu​nist advances seemed inexplicable to many Ameri​cans—unless America had been betrayed from within. Ironically, the small American Communist party had already declined rapidly since the late 1930s. The end of the Depression and the Nazi-Soviet pact of 1939 had stripped communism of the attraction it had once had for some Americans.

Among those stepping forward to protect the nation from the insidious enemy within, none was more vicious than the House Un-American Activi​ties Committee (HUAC). Working with FBI direc​tor J. Edgar Hoover, the HUAC announced in 1947 its intention to root out communism within the government and society. HUAC targeted State De​partment officials, New Dealers, labor activists, entertainers, writers, educators, and those with known liberal philosophies. Hoover proclaimed that there was one American Communist for every 1,814 loyal citizens, while Attorney General Clark warned that Communists were everywhere.

HUAC made its first Cold War splash with its investigation of Hollywood. The committee's goals were to remove leftist viewpoints from the enter​tainment industry and thus to ensure that the mass media promote American capitalism and tradi​tional American values. With much fanfare, the HUAC called Hollywood notables to testify about Communist influence in the industry. Many of those called used the opportunity to strut their pa​triotism and denounce communism. Ronald Rea​gan, president of the Screen Actors Guild, testified that the Conference of Studio Unions was full of Reds. Not all witnesses were cooperative. Some who were or had been members of the Communist


party took the Fifth Amendment. Soon labeled "Fifth Amendment Communists," ten were jailed for contempt of Congress and blacklisted by the in​dustry. The president of the Motion Picture Associ​ation, Eric Johnson, announced that no one would be hired who did not cooperate with the commit​tee and that there would be no more films like The Grapes of Wrath featuring the hardships of poor Americans or "the seamy side of American life."

Anticommunism proved to be a useful weapon for a variety of causes. Manufacturers, including to​bacco giant R. J. Reynolds, conducted a massive campaign to inform the nation about the Commu​nistic nature of unions, especially the Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO). The multimillion-dollar ad blitz successfully harnessed anti-Red hys​teria to defeat the CIO's efforts to unionize southern industry. The CIO even expelled eleven unions for having Communist leaders and members. South​erners used anticommunism to fight the civil rights movement. Communities organized "watch groups" to protect themselves from the subversion of communism. These watch groups screened books, movies, and public speakers, and they ques​tioned teachers and public officials, seeking to ban or dismiss those considered suspect. In Peekskill, New York, "loyal" Americans attacked the concert of singer, actor, and activist Paul Robeson, turning it into a riot (see Individual Choices: Paul Robeson).

HUAC's most sensational revelation came from one of the editors of Time, a repentant ex-Communist named Whittaker Chambers, shortly before the 1948 election. Chambers accused Alger Hiss, a New Deal liberal and former State Depart​ment official who had been with Roosevelt at Yalta, of being a Communist. At first Hiss denied even knowing Chambers, but under questioning by Congressman Richard M. Nixon, Hiss admitted

House Un-American Activities Committee

Congressional committee created in 1938 that in​vestigated suspected Communists during the McCarthy era and that Richard Nixon used to ad​vance his career.

Alger Hiss State Department official accused in 1948 of being a Communist spy; he was convicted of perjury and sent to prison.

INDIVIDUAL CHOICES

Speaking Out

Paul Leroy Bustill Robeson was exceptional at nearly everything he did. A scholar-athlete, he earned several varsity letters and was named an All-American in football before graduating Phi Beta Kappa from Rutgers in 1919—only its third black graduate. He attended Columbia School of Law and played professional football on weekends to cover his Living expenses. In 1922, Robeson took his first acting role in a play staged by the Harlem YMCA. He received his law degree the following year, but believing he could do more for African Americans as an ac​tor than a lawyer, he returned to the theater as an actor and concert singer.

Working with playwright Eugene O'Neill, Robeson was cast as the lead in the Broadway production of O'Neill's The Emperor Jones and in his controversial new play about interracial marriage, All God's Chillun Got Wings. Critics wrote rave reviews, and Robeson was soon one of the most sought-after actors in the United States and Britain. But more than an enter​tainer, he was an activist—choosing to advocate equal rights, especially for blacks. "The artist must elect to fight for freedom or for slavery. I have made my choice," he explained.

In fighting for freedom, Paul Robeson walked picket lines for striking workers, dem​onstrated against lynchings and segregation, and refused to work on any stage that practiced

an acquaintance with Chambers in the 1930s. He denied, however, that he was or had been a Com​munist. When Hiss sued for libel, Chambers charged that Hiss had passed State Department secrets to him in the 1930s. Chambers even pro​duced rolls of microfilm, hidden in a pumpkin, and showed typed copies of the stolen docu‑


ments—the notorious Pumpkin Papers. In a con​troversial trial, Hiss was found guilty of perjury

perjury Deliberate giving of false testimony under oath.

segregation. In 1939, he announced that he would no longer act in movies because the film industry did not allow him to show "the life or express the ... interests, hopes, and aspirations of the struggling people from whom I come." Also in the 1930s, he spoke out loudly against fascism, entertaining Republican troops in Spain and raising money for Jewish refugees from Nazism. In 1934, he visited the Soviet Union and was impressed with Soviet social equality. "I feel like a human being for the first time. . . . Here I am not a Negro but a human being." He told Soviet filmmaker Sergei Eisen-stein, "Here . . . I walk in full human dignity."

Despite his activism and his support of the Soviet Union, Robeson's popularity continued to soar, as he performed before thousands in the United States and Europe and broke racial barriers everywhere. In 1942, he became the first African American in modern American theater to be cast as Othello. During World War II, he campaigned for war bonds and toured the European theater in the first integrated United Service Organizations (USO) show. But not everyone was tolerant. Even as he patriotically pushed war bonds, the FBI listed his name on its Detain Communist List (DetComList).

With the onset of the Cold War, Robeson's views, especially his refusal to condemn the So​viet Union and its policies, became unaccept​able to most Americans and effectively ended his artistic career. Considering him a Commu​nist, the mayor of Peoria, Illinois, canceled his concert in 1947. And in 1949, over a hundred fans were injured in Peekskill, New York, when an anti-Robeson, anti-Communist mob at​tacked those who came to hear him. The Peek‑


skill riot was a direct outcome of his statement that blacks would not fight against the Soviet Union "on behalf of those who have oppressed us for generations." From over $100,000 in 1946, his income fell to under $6,000 by 1949. Considering Robeson an undesirable repre​sentative of the country, the State Department took away his passport in 1950. For the next eight years, Robeson was a prisoner in the United States until the Supreme Court upheld his right as a citizen to travel. Free again, he left for Europe. He also published his autobiogra​phy, Here I Stand, proclaiming that civil rights should become a mass movement, independent of whites, and urging blacks to become aware of their African heritage.

Ill, he returned from Europe in 1963 and re​tired in virtual seclusion. By the seventies, however, Paul Robeson was again popular, rec​ognized and appreciated for his great talents and—despite great personal costs—his advo​cacy of civil and social rights. At a Carnegie Hal] celebration of his 75th birthday in 1973, Coretta King, widow of slain civil rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr., remarked that Robeson "had been buried alive because . . . he had tapped the . . . wells of latent militancy among blacks." Unable to attend the gala affair, Robe​son sent a simple message from the lyrics of "Old Man River," a song he had sung in the 1936 musical Show Boat:

You can be sure that in my heart Igo on singing: But I keeps laughin' instead of cryin';

I must keep fightin' until I'm dyin'

And 01' Man River, he just keeps rollin' along!

•

in 1949 (the statute of limitations on espionage having expired) and sentenced to five years in prison. Recent research has confirmed that Hiss was in fact a Communist and that he passed secret information to the Soviets.

As the nation followed the Hiss case, news of the Communist victory in China and the Soviet ex-plosion of an atomic bomb heightened American fears. In many people's minds, such Communist successes could have occurred only with help from American traitors. Congressman Harold Velde of Illinois charged that a network of Com​munists had infiltrated the government. Congress responded by passing, over Truman's veto, the

McCarran Internal Security Act. It required all Communists to register with the attorney general and made it a crime to conspire to establish a total​itarian government in the United States.

Concern about traitors and spies seemed further justified in February 1950, when British authori​ties arrested nuclear scientist Klaus Fuchs for pass​ing technical secrets to the Soviet Union. Fuchs had worked at Los Alamos, New Mexico, on the American atomic bomb project. Fuchs named an American accomplice, Harry Gold, who in turn named David Greenglass, an army sergeant at Los Alamos. Greenglass claimed that his sister Ethel and her husband, Julius Rosenberg, were part of the Soviet atomic spy ring. The prosecution alleged that the information obtained and passed on by the Rosenbergs was largely responsible for the successful Soviet atomic bomb. The Rosenbergs claimed innocence, but they were convicted of es​pionage in 1951 and executed in 1953. The Rosen-bergs were clearly Communists, but it is doubtful that they provided significant information about the bomb to the Soviets.

Joseph McCarthy and the Politics of Loyalty

Feeding on the furor over the enemy within, Re​publican Senator Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin emerged at the forefront of the anti-Communist movement. McCarthy entered the public arena fol​lowing World War II. Running for the Senate in 1946, he invented a glorious war record for himself and even walked with a fake limp. Some regarded him as among the worst senators in Washington—available to lobbyists, without principles, and ab​sent most of the time. In February 1950, looking for an issue on which to get re-elected, McCarthy set​tled on the internal Communist threat.

The senator tried his gambit first in Wheeling, West Virginia. He announced to a Republican women's group that the United States was losing the Cold War because of traitors within the government. He claimed to know of 205 Communists working in the State Department. In Denver, the senator told re​porters that he had a list of "207 bad risks" in the State Department. As he crossed the country, Mc​Carthy changed the number of people on his list but


continued to hammer away at security risks. He pro​duced no names and no list for reporters.

A Senate committee quickly refuted most of McCarthy's charges. When the chair of the com​mittee, Democrat Millard Tydings, pronounced McCarthy a fraud, the Wisconsin senator coun​tered by accusing Tydings of questionable loyalty. During Tydings's 1950 re-election campaign, Mc​Carthy worked for his defeat. McCarthy even dis​played a faked photograph that depicted Tydings talking to Earl Browder, head of the American Communist party. When Tydings lost by forty thousand votes, McCarthy's stature swelled. The Senate's most powerful Republican, Robert Taft, slapped McCarthy on the back saying, "Keep it up, Joe." The Korean War only increased the sena​tor's popularity. Supported by Republican political gains in the 1950 elections, McCarthyism became a powerful political and social force. Politicians flocked to the anti-Communist bandwagon.

By 1952, only 24 percent of Americans polled approved of Truman's presidency. Republicans had a field day attacking "cowardly containment" and calling for victory in Korea. Compounding his problems, a congressional probe of organized crime had found scandal, corruption, and links to organized crime within the government. When Truman lost the opening presidential primary in New Hampshire to Senator Estes Kefauver of Ten​nessee, he withdrew from the race. As in 1948, Re​publicans looked to the November election with great anticipation. At last, they were sure, voters would elect a Republican president.

McCarran Internal Security Act Law passed in 1951 requiring Communists to register with the U.S. attorney general and making it a crime to conspire to establish a totalitarian government in the United States.

Joseph McCarthy Senator who began a Commu​nist witch-hunt in 1950 that lasted until his cen​sure by the Senate in 1954.

McCarthyism Attacks on suspected Communists in the early 1950s by Joseph McCarthy and others, which were often based on unsupported asser​tions and carried out without regard for basic liberties.

People hoped that the end of World War II would usher in a period of international cooperation and peace. This expectation vanished as the world en​tered a period of armed suspicion called the Cold War. To protect the country and the rest of the world from Soviet expansion, the United States chose to assume a primary economic, political, and military role around the globe. The outcome was Truman's containment policy. First applied to Western Europe, it eventually included Asia as the Cold War became a hot war in Korea. By 1952, with the "loss" of China and the stalemate in Korea, Americans turned against Truman's foreign policy. Many thought that the United States was losing the Cold War and that containment was not a strong enough policy to defeat communism and protect American interests.

At home, the Cold War acted as a constraint on liberalism. Moderates and conservatives alike chose to use the fear of communism to promote their own political, social, and economic interests. They attacked liberals, unions, and civil rights ad​vocates as radicals, fellow travelers, and Commu​nists. Economic prosperity also reduced public support for further growth of the New Deal. Politi​cally, the outcome was that although Social Security, a minimum wage, and farm supports grew in
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scope, new initiatives like civil rights and national healthcare were rejected.

As Americans adjusted to postwar life, one of the major outcomes was a re-emphasis on home and family. Women experienced strong social pressure to give up their wartime jobs and take up the "do​mestic" life. Marriages and births rose. Although jobs and homeownership multiplied for white families, minorities found that the constraints of discrimination ended or limited many of the eco​nomic and social gains they had made during the war. Although pushed out of the work force or into lesser jobs, many nonwhites, joined by some white women, chose to resist being cast in customary roles.

fellow traveler Person who sympathizes with or supports the beliefs of the Communist party with​out being a member.
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Paul Robeson


Paul Robeson was a brilliant actor, opera singer, and civil rights activist. By choosing to support communism, whose principles he thought would advance the cause of social equality, he sacrificed his career and everything else for which he had worked. National Portrait
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