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CHAPTER 9
The Rise of a New Nation,
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· How did the end of the War of 1812 foster new expectations for Americans?

•What choices did each region make to realize those expectations?

Politics and Diplomacy in an "Era of Good Feelings"

•What choices did the Republicans make to help create a market economy?

· How did new expectations influence American diplomacy?

Dynamic Growth and Political Consequences

•How did expectations of economic prosperity lead to a financial panic in 1819?

· How did economic issues contribute to choices that led to sectional conflict and political contention?


The "New Man" in Politics

•What factors helped change Americans' political expectations during the 1820s?

•How did the election of Andrew Jackson in 1828 reflect those new expectations?

The Presidency of Andrew Jackson

•Analyze the choices Andrew Jackson made in his Indian policy.

•What constraints influenced the regional divisions reflected in the nullification crisis and the Bank War?

( INTRODUCTION )
The United States emerged from the War of 1812 with new confidence. "The veterans of Wellington attest the prowess of our troops," one Protestant preacher declared at war's end, "and the world is astonished at the facility with which our naval he​roes have conquered . . . those who have con​quered all other nations." The United States had fi​nally become a nation to be reckoned with, and nationalism emerged as the dominant force in do​mestic and international affairs.

Confident expectations for national development led to choices that would greatly influence the country's future. Both James Madison and his suc​cessor, James Monroe, sought to develop a national market economy. Nationalists like Henry Clay and John C. Calhoun steered bills through Congress designed to strengthen the nation's currency and encourage economic development. Others, like John Quincy Adams and Andrew Jackson, expanded the boundaries of the nation itself.

Expanding economic opportunities created op​timistic business and financial expectations. Initial constraints were brushed aside as a confident gen​eration developed new technologies and organiza‑

Expectations 
Constraints 

Choices

Outcomes

tional innovations. The entire country felt the pres​sure to modernize. Paradoxically, the outcome of ef​forts to promote economic interdependence was a regional economic specialization that bred sec​tional cultures and conflict.

Politics also underwent a profound change after the War of 1812. The old generation of Revolution​ary statesmen was dying out and being replaced by a new, restless generation of politicians. This younger generation called for freer access to gov​ernment, even for those who owned no property. General Andrew Jackson became their champion. Sweeping from the backwoods of Tennessee into the White House, Jackson brought a new kind of politics onto the national scene. Assuming greater presidential powers than even Alexander Hamil​ton had imagined, Jackson placed his own per​sonal stamp on the era and the nation.


The Emergence of New Expectations

The War of 1812 imposed some severe restrictions on the American economy and revealed the short​comings of that economy. Consequently, the war did much to change Americans' thinking about economic matters. For example, the war exposed the liabilities of relying on other countries to pro​duce manufactured goods. Thomas Jefferson's vi​sion of a nation of yeoman farmers trading for for​eign manufacturers died with the war.

The war also accelerated economic trends already under way in the nation's regions. The disruption of trade in New England, for example, prompted an ex-tensive redirection of investment from shipping into textile factories and other enterprises. The economic boom that immediately followed the war reinforced trends toward regional economic specialization.

New Expectations in the Northeastern Economy

Although trading interests in the Northeast suffered during Jefferson's embargo and were nearly ruined by the war, a new avenue of economic expansion opened in New England. Cut off from European manufactured goods, Americans started to make more textiles and other items for themselves.

Samuel Slater, an English immigrant, had intro​duced the use of machines for spinning cotton
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thread to the United States in 1790. Although Slater's mill was successful, it was not widely emu​lated. British cloth was inexpensive, and the risks of manufacturing were high. The Embargo of 1807 suddenly made British cloth very expensive and the risks more acceptable. The number of American tex​tile mills jumped from 15 in 1807 to 102 in 1809.

It was Francis Cabot Lowell, however, who revo​lutionized the American textile industry by combin​ing all the processes of converting raw cotton into finished cloth under one roof. Lowell then mecha​nized every stage in the production process at the Boston Manufacturing Company, organized in 1813.

Thanks in part to Lowell's inventiveness and in part to the unavailability of British goods, textile manufacturing spread even more rapidly duringthe War of 1812. By 1816, perhaps as many as one hundred thousand people worked in the industry. In the years to come, factories in New England and elsewhere supplied more and more of the nation's consumer goods. In the process, they changed the economic roles and hopes of many Americans.

The Emergence of the Old South

Before the War of 1812, the southern economy had been sluggish and the future of the region's single-crop agricultural system doubtful. Tobacco was no longer the glorious profit maker it had been during the colonial period. Sea Island cotton, rice, sugar, and other products continued to find markets,

( Before the transportation revolu​tion, traveling was highly risky and uncomfortable. This painting by Russian traveler Pavel Svinin shows a rather stylish stagecoach, but its well-dressed passengers are clearly being jostled. Note how the man in the front seat is bracing himself, while the man behind him has lost his hat under the wheels. "Travel by Stagecoach Near Trenton, NJ" by Pavel Svinin. The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Rogers Fund, 1942, (42.95.11).

but they could be grown only in limited areas. Now, though, postwar technological and economic changes pumped new energy into the South's economy. In only a few decades, an entirely new South emerged, one that became known to history as the Old South.

Although southern planters had grown cotton since colonial times, the demand for it was small un​til the mechanization of the British textile industry in the 1780s. The production of cotton cloth rapidly increased, and the need for raw cotton fiber grew.

Planters along the Carolina coast had responded by growing long-staple, or Sea Island, cotton for the British market. This variety could be grown only in warm, wet, semitropical climates like that of the Carolina Sea Islands. Short-staple cotton could be grown throughout much of the South, but the difficulty of separating the sticky seeds from the fibers made it unprofitable. A worldwide short​age of cotton threatened Britain's textile industry.

Eli Whitney, a 1792 graduate of Yale College, found a solution. In 1793, while a guest at a Geor​gia plantation, he learned about the difficulty of re​moving the seeds from short-staple cotton. In a matter of weeks, Whitney designed a machine that quickly combed out the seeds without damaging the fibers. He obtained a patent for the cotton gin (short for "engine") in 1794.


Whitney's inventiveness allowed short-staple cotton to spread rapidly throughout inland South Carolina and Georgia. With the arrival of peace and the end of the British blockade, cotton spread westward rapidly into land once fiercely defended by the Red Stick Creeks (see page 173), into Al​abama and Mississippi, and later into Arkansas, northern Louisiana, and east Texas. Between 1790 and 1840, the South's annual cotton crop grew from about 3,000 bales to nearly 1.5 million bales.

Most of the South's cotton was initially exported to Britain, but a significant and growing amount went to New England's textile factories (see pages 211-215). Cotton from the South thus helped spur industrialization in the North. Northern demand in turn encouraged southern suppliers to plant more cotton. This dynamic interaction between North and South pushed their regional economies in dif‑


mechanization The substitution of machinery for
 hand labor.

Eli Whitney American inventor and manufacturer;
his cotton gin revolutionized the cotton industry.

patent A government grant that gives the creator of 
invention the sole right to produce, use, or sell


that invention for a set period of time.

ferent directions. Although both remained predom​inantly rural, the North moved toward mechaniza​tion and urbanization, and the South depended more and more on the labor of people rather than on the power of machines. These transformations are discussed in detail in Chapter 10.

New Opportunities in the West

Cotton growers were not the only people who saw new opportunities in the West after the war. Many Americans rushed to the frontier to seek their fortunes.

One of the most important outcomes of the War of 1812 was the change brought about between the United States and various Indian nations. When William Henry Harrison's soldiers burned Pro​phetstown and killed Tecumesh (see page 169), they wiped out any hope for a pan-Indian confederacy. Furthermore, Jackson's decisive victory against the Red Stick Creeks removed all meaningful resistance to westward expansion in the South. The Creeks were forced to sell 20 million acres of their land.

A similar but more gradual assault on Indian land began in the Northwest in 1815. Although the United States signed peace accords with tribes that had sided with the British during the war, national policy was directed at wresting lands east of the Mississippi from tribes such as the Kickapoos, Sauks, Foxes, Chippewas, and Dakotas. The Prairie du Chien treaties of 1825 secured an enormous ces​sion of land from them. Pioneer farmers subse​quently came pouring into the Northwest. The population of Ohio more than doubled between 1810 and 1820. Indiana, Illinois, and Michigan ex​perienced similar growth.

The war also opened up the interior of the conti​nent to American fur traders. Even before the war, John Jacob Astor, a German immigrant, had at​tempted to establish a series of trading posts along the route followed by Lewis and Clark. The key to Astor's vision of a fur empire was an outpost at the mouth of the Columbia River, from which he intended to ship furs directly across the Pacific to Asia. Although the British seized Astor's outpost during the war, this proved to be only a temporary setback. After the war, Astor expanded his fur business and Asian trade to become a leading fig​

ure in world commerce. When he died in 1848, he was the richest man in the United States.

August Chouteau, a French frontiersman, played a similar role in organizing the fur trade in the Southwest. Changing nationality as circumstances demanded, he and his brother employed an exten​sive kinship network that included French, Spanish, and Indian connections to collect furs. Chouteau's trading network reached deep into the Missouri re​gion and as far as Spanish Santa Fe. After the war, Chouteau branched into other businesses, including banking, flour milling, distilling, and real estate.

The examples set by Astor and Chouteau proved to many that great fortunes were to be made on the frontier. Although the promise was al​most always greater than the reality, the allure of the West was unmistakable. After the War of 1812, the nation's aspirations became more firmly tied to that region's growth and development.

Politics and Diplomacy in an "Era of Good Feelings"

The nationalism that arose after the War of 1812 caused the Federalists to be seen as traitors or fools, and they disappeared from politics. For the first time since Washington's administration, the air was free of party politics, prompting a Boston newspaper to proclaim the dawn of an Era of Good Feelings.

The "American System" and New Economic Direction

The nationalism that characterized the Era of Good Feelings was evident in the Republican economic plan, which Henry Clay called the

*

Era of Good Feelings The period from 1816 to 1823 when the decline of the Federalist party and the end of the War of 1812 gave rise to a time of political cooperation.

American System. The American System de​pended on three essential developments. First, a national bank was needed to promote the coun​try's economic growth. Although Republicans had opposed Alexander Hamilton's Bank of the United States, they came to appreciate the need for a na​tional bank after the difficulties of financing the re​cent war. In 1816, the overwhelmingly Republican Congress chartered the Second Bank of the United States for twenty years. The Second Bank, which opened in Philadelphia in 1817, had many of the same powers and responsibilities as Hamilton's bank. Congress provided $7 million of its initial $35 million capital and appointed one-fifth of its board of directors.

Second, the war had shown that improvements in communication and transportation were needed. Poor lines of supply and communication had spelled disaster for American military efforts. Con​gress approved legislation to finance a national transportation program that would include build​ing roads and canals.

Finally, Republicans advocated protective tariffs to help the fledgling industries that had hatched during the war. Incubated by trade restrictions, American cotton-spinning plants had mushroomed between 1808 and 1815. But with the reopening of trade at war's end, British merchants dumped accu​mulated inventories of cotton cloth below cost, hampering further American development. Al​though most southerners and westerners remained leery of tariffs, Clay and Calhoun were able to gain enough support to pass the Tariff of 1816.

The American System was designed to create a national market economy. Since colonial times, lo​cal market economies had existed in the trading centers of the Northeast. Individuals in these areas produced items for cash sale and used the cash they earned to purchase goods produced by others. Eco​nomic specialization was the natural outcome. Farmers, for example, chose to grow only one or two crops and sell the whole harvest for cash, which they used to buy goods that they had once grown or made for themselves.

But outside such commercial centers, people gen​erally bartered goods and labor. Families tried to make or grow as much of what they needed as they could and exchanged some surplus goods for sugar, tea, metal goods, and other items they could not


produce. Little cash changed hands in this economic world.

Advocates of the American System envisioned a time when whole regions would specialize in pro​ducing commodities for which they were most suited. Agricultural regions in the West, for example, would produce food for the industrializing North​east and the fiber-producing South. The North would depend on the South for cotton, and both the South and the West would look to the Northeast for manufactured goods. Improved transportation sys​tems would make this flow of goods possible, and a strong national currency would ensure orderly trade. Advocates of the American System were con​fident that regional specialization would free the na​tion from economic dependence on manufacturing centers in Europe.

The popularity of Madison's programs was appar​ent in the 1816 election. His handpicked successor, fellow Virginian James Monroe, won 184 electoral votes to Federalist Rufus King's 34. Republicans swept over three-fourths of the seats in both the House of Representatives and the Senate.

James Monroe and the Nationalist Agenda

Monroe's first diplomatic goal was to solve impor​tant issues not settled by the Treaty of Ghent, which ended the War of 1812. He assigned this task to Sec​retary of State John Quincy Adams. Adams first helped establish peaceful borders with British Canada. In the 1817 Rush-Bagot Agreement, both

American System An economic plan sponsored by


nationalists in Congress; it was intended to spur U.S. economic growth and the domestic produc​tion of goods previously bought from foreign manufacturers.

protective tariff Tax on imported goods intended to make them more expensive than similar domes​tic goods and thus to protect domestic producers.

 market economy An economic system based on the buying and selling of goods and services, with


money as the primary medium of exchange and the forces of supply and demand setting prices.

barter To trade goods or services without the ex​change of money.

nations agreed to cut back their Great Lakes naval fleets to a few vessels. A year later, the two nations drew up the Convention of 1818. The British agreed to honor American fishing rights in the Atlantic, to recognize a boundary between the Louisiana Terri​tory and Canada at the 49th parallel, and to occupy the Oregon Territory jointly with the United States.

With these northern border issues settled, Adams set his sights on defining the nation's southern and southwestern frontiers. Conditions in Spanish Florida had been extremely unsettled since Napoleon had deposed the king of Spain in 1808. Pirates, runaway slaves, and Indians used Florida as a base for launching raids against Amer​ican settlements and shipping. By December 1817, matters in Florida seemed critical. General An​drew Jackson urged the president to take posses​sion of Spanish Florida by invading it.

A short time later, Secretary of War John C. Cal​houn ordered Jackson and his troops to patrol Georgia's border with Spanish territory. Claiming that he had received secret authorization from Monroe, Jackson crossed into Spanish territory, where his troops brutally destroyed peaceful Semi​nole villages. He then invaded the Spanish capital at Pensacola on May 24, 1818, forcing the governor to flee to Cuba. The zealous general capped his al​ready reckless venture by executing two British cit​izens for conspiring with the Indians.

In response to Spanish and British protests, Cal​houn and others recommended privately that the general be severely disciplined. Adams, however, saw Jackson's raid as an opportunity to settle the Florida border issue. Jackson's raid, he claimed, was an act of self-defense, and he warned that it would be repeated unless Spain could police the area ade​quately. Fully aware that Spain could not do that, Adams proposed that Spain give up Florida. Under​standing his country's precarious position, Spanish minister Don Luis de Orís ceded Florida in the Adams-Onís Treaty of 1819. The United States in re​turn released Spain from $5 million in damage claims resulting from pirate and Indian raids.

The Monroe Doctrine

Spain's declining power posed a more general diplomatic problem. In the early nineteenth cen‑


tury, many of its colonies in Latin America had re​belled and established themselves as independent republics. Fearful that their own colonists might follow this example, Austria, France, Prussia, Rus​sia, and other European powers considered help​ing Spain reclaim its overseas empire.

Neither Great Britain nor the United States wanted European intervention in the Western Hemisphere. The British had developed a thriving trade with the new Latin American republics. Americans supported Latin American indepen​dence for various reasons. Some hoped the new countries would follow in America's footsteps and move toward greater democracy. Others favored an independent Latin America as a fertile ground for American expansion.

In 1823, British foreign minister George Can​ning proposed that the United States and Britain form an alliance to end European meddling in Latin America. Most of Monroe's cabinet sup​ported this proposal, but Adams, who disliked the British intensely, protested that America would be reduced to a "cock-boat in the wake of the British man-of-war." In other words, Adams feared that the United States would always be following the British lead. Instead, he suggested that the United States should act unilaterally in declaring the Western Hemisphere off-limits to "future coloniza​tion by any European power."

Monroe ultimately supported Adams's position. In December 1823, he announced that the United States would regard any effort by European coun​tries "to extend their system to any portion of this hemisphere as dangerous to our peace and safety." European intervention in the hemisphere would be seen as an act of war against the United States.

The Monroe Doctrine, as this statement was later called, announced the arrival of the United States on the international scene as a nation to be

unilateral Undertaken or issued by only one side and
thus not involving an agreement made with others.

Monroe Doctrine President Monroe's 1823 state‑
ment declaring the Americas closed to further
European colonization and discouraging European interference in the affairs of the Western Hemisphere.

contended with. Both Europeans and Latin Ameri​cans, however, thought it was a meaningless state​ment. Despite proud assertions, the policy de​pended on the British navy and on Britain's informal commitment to New World autonomy.

Dynamic Growth and Political Consequences

During the Napoleonic wars, massive armies had drained Europe's manpower, laid waste to crops, and tied up ships, making European nations depen​dent on America. Although those wars ended in 1815, a war-torn Europe continued to need Ameri​can food and manufactures. Encouraged by a ready European market and easy credit, southern planters, northern manufacturers, and western farmers em​barked on a frenzy of speculation. They rushed to borrow money to buy equipment, land, and slaves for what they were sure was a golden future.

Entrepreneurs in the North, West, and South, however, had different ideas about the best course for the American economy. As the American Sys​tem drew the regions together into increasing mu​tual dependency, the tensions among them began to swell. As long as economic conditions remained good, there was little reason for conflict, but when the speculative boom collapsed, sectional tensions increased dramatically.

The Panic of 1819

Developments in Europe undermined the founda​tions of postwar American prosperity. When Eu​rope began to recover several years after the Napoleonic wars, its demand for American prod​ucts, particularly foodstuffs, dropped rapidly. The bottom fell out of the international market that had fueled land speculation in the United States.

Congress tried to head off disaster by tightening credit. In 1817, it stopped installment payments on new land purchases and demanded that land be paid for in hard currency. The Second Bank of the United States in 1818 tightened credit further by demanding immediate repayment of loans in either gold or silver. State banks and land speculators fol​

lowed suit. Instead of curing the problem, however, tightening credit and recalling loans burst the spec​ulative balloon, creating the Panic of 1819.

Six years of economic depression followed. As prices declined, individual farmers and manufac​turers, unable to repay loans for land and equip​ment, faced repossession and imprisonment for debt. Bankruptcy sales were a daily occurrence. Factories fell idle, and the ranks of the unemployed grew steadily. The number of paupers in New York more than doubled between 1819 and 1820.

Although the financial panic was the result of Americans' own reckless speculation, they tended to point the finger of blame elsewhere. Many blamed the national bank and called for the de​struction of this "Monster Bank." Some under​stood that controlling credit was the only way to prevent similar crises, but the Second Bank's critics prevented any meaningful financial reforms.

Economic Woes and Political Sectionalism

The Panic of 1819 drove a wedge between the nation's geographical sections. The depression touched each region differently, and for several years the halls of Congress rang with debates rooted in sectional economic needs.

The issue that pitted section against section more violently than any other was protective tar​iffs. Before 1816, the tariffs enacted by Congress were designed to produce tax revenue. The goal of President Madison's Tariff of 1816, however, was

Napoleonic wars Wars in Europe waged by or against Napoleon between 1803 and 1815.

installment Partial payment of a debt to be made at regular intervals until the entire debt is repaid.

Panic of 1819 A financial panic that began when the Second Bank of the United States tightened credit edit and recalled government loans.

repossession The reclaiming of land or goods by
 the seller after the purchaser fails to pay install​ments due.

Tariff of 1816 First protective tariff in U.S. history; its purpose was to protect America's fledgling tex​tile industry.

the protection of American industry. As the Panic of 1819 spread economic devastation throughout the country, the coal, iron, and textile industries began clamoring for more protection against for​eign competition.

Farmers were split on the issue. Small farmers fa​vored a free market that would keep the price of manufactures low. By contrast, commercial farmers who specialized in cash crops such as wheat and wool joined industrialists, factory managers, and in​dustrial workers in supporting protection against the foreign dumping of such products. Southern cotton and tobacco farmers did not favor protection.

After supporting the Tariff of 1816, John C. Cal​houn and other southerners became firm oppo​nents of tariffs. Cotton growing had slowed the de​velopment of industry in the South, so protection offered small benefit to southerners. Also, Britain, not the United States, was the South's main sup​plier of manufactured goods and its primary mar​ket for raw cotton. Protective tariffs raised the price of the former and might cause Britain to en​act a tariff on southern cotton. If that happened, southerners would pay more for manufactures but receive less for cotton.

In 1820, northern congressmen proposed a major increase in the tariff. Small farmers in the West and cotton growers defeated the measure. Northerners then wooed western congressmen by supporting bills favorable to westerners. These bills lowered the minimum price of public land from $2 to $1.25 per acre and authorized the extension of the national road into the West. Western congressmen recipro​cated in 1824 by favoring a greatly increased tariff.

The Missouri Compromise

As all three regions sought solutions to the nation's economic woes, the regional balance of power in Congress became a matter of crucial importance. The delicate balance began to tip when the Mis​souri Territory applied for statehood in 1819. New York congressman James Tallmadge, Jr., provoked the crisis when he proposed that no new slaves be taken into Missouri and that those already in the territory be emancipated gradually. His amend​ment generated a moral and political debate that nearly led to national collapse.


The political issue in the Missouri controversy was straightforward. If Missouri was admitted as a slave state, its congressional bloc would undoubt​edly support the southern position on tariffs and other key issues. But if Missouri was admitted as a free state, its congressmen would be inclined to support the position taken by representatives from the Old Northwest.

Both sides in the debate about Missouri were deeply entrenched. In 1820, Henry Clay suggested a compromise. He proposed that Missouri be ad​mitted as a slave state and that Maine, which had separated from Massachusetts in 1819, be admitted as a free state. Clay also proposed that slavery be banned in the rest of the Louisiana Territory above 36°30' north latitude, the line that formed Mis​souri's southern border (see Map 9.1). Congress ap​proved the Missouri Compromise, and the issue of slavery in the territories quieted down for a while.

New Politics and the End of Good Feelings

Conducted in the midst of the Missouri crisis, the presidential election of 1820 went as smoothly as could be expected. Monroe faced no meaningful political opposition. The people's faith in Jeffer​son's party and his handpicked successors re​mained firm. As the election of 1824 approached, however, it became clear that the Panic of 1819 and the Missouri crisis had broken Republican unity.

In 1824, the southern-dominated Republican caucus named Georgia states' rights advocate William Crawford as its presidential candidate. As nationalists, Henry Clay and John Quincy Adams were so disappointed with this selection that each defied party discipline by deciding to run without the approval of the caucus. The Tennessee legis​lature then named its own candidate, Andrew Jackson.

bloc A group of people united for common action.

Missouri Compromise Law proposed by Henry Clay in 1820 admitting Missouri to the Union as a slave state and Maine as a free state and banning slavery in the Louisiana Territory north of latitude


36°30'.
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( MAP 9.1 Missouri Compromise and Representative Strength The Missouri Compro​mise fixed the boundary between free and slave territories at 36°30'. This map shows the results in both geographical and political terms. While each section emerged from the compromise with the same number of senators (twenty-four), the balance in the House of Representatives and Electoral College tilted toward the North.

The 1824 election brought home how deeply di​vided the nation had become. Northern political leaders rallied behind Adams, southerners sup​ported Crawford, and northwestern commercial farmers and other supporters of the American Sys​tem lined up behind Clay. Many independent yeoman farmers, traditional craftsmen, and immi​grants supported Jackson.

The Tennessean said little during the campaign, but his reputation as the hero of the Battle of New Orleans spoke louder than words. Jackson won the most popular votes, capturing 153,544 to Adams's 108,740, Clay's 47,136, and Crawford's 46,618. Jackson also received more electoral votes than any other candidate, but he did not have the ma​jority needed to win the election. The Constitutionspecifies that in such cases a list of the top three vote getters be passed to the House of Representa​tives for a final decision.

By the time the House convened to settle the election, Crawford had suffered a disabling stroke and was no longer a contender. Clay's name was not put before the House because he had finished fourth. As Speaker of the House, however, he had considerable influence over the outcome of the election. Backers of both candidates asked him for support. Seeing himself as the leading spokesman for western interests, Clay viewed Jackson as a ri​val rather than a kindred spirit. Although Clay had no great love for the New Englander either, their views on tariffs, manufacturing, and foreign affairs were quite compatible. Clay therefore threw his

support to Adams, who won the House election and in 1825 became the nation's sixth president.

Adams subsequently named Clay as his secre​tary of state, the position that had been the spring​board to the presidency for every past Republican who had held it. Although Adams had done noth​ing illegal, Jacksonians accused him of having made a "corrupt bargain" with Clay, whom they dubbed the "Judas of the West." In anger and disgust, Jack​son supporters withdrew from the party of Jeffer​son, bringing an end to the Era of Good Feelings.

The "New Man" in Politics

Since Washington's day, Americans had expected their presidents to be gentlemen. The social changes unleashed after the War of 1812, however, altered those expectations. New voters with radi​cally varying political and economic views began making political demands. Many felt isolated from a political system that permitted the presidency to pass from one propertied gentleman to another. Clearly, changing times called for political change.

Adams's Troubled Administration

John Quincy Adams may have been the best pre​pared man ever to assume the office of president. The son of a former president, he had been a diplo​mat, a U.S. senator, a Harvard professor, and an ex​ceptionally effective secretary of state. But he was singularly lacking in the personal warmth and po​litical skill that might have made him a successful chief executive.

Rigidly idealistic, the new president believed himself to be above partisan politics. Apart from his appointment of Henry Clay as secretary of state, he refused to distribute political favors, and so he had few political followers. Adams was thereby exposed to the constant sniping of his crit​ics, and his administration floundered.

Adams's policies also alienated many. He pro​posed increased tariffs to protect American manu​facturers and wanted the Second Bank of the United States to provide ample loans to finance new manufacturing ventures. Southerners op​

posed these measures because they feared the in​crease in federal power that Adams's policies im​plied and because they disliked tariffs.

The Tariff of Abominations, passed in 1828, il​lustrates Adams's difficulties as president. Manu​facturers insisted on raising the tariff even higher than Adams had recommended. Some of Adams's opponents also supported the bill so that it would pass and thereby discredit Adams in the fall elec​tion. Only southerners universally opposed the proposed legislation.

Democratic Styles and Political Structure

Adams's political style added to his problems. The detached style appropriate in his father's era be​came a liability in his own. The easy informality of Adams's archrival, Andrew Jackson, was better suited to an increasingly democratic age than Adams's stiff reserve.

Adams's demeanor would not have been so damaging if a huge increase in voter turnout had not framed his presidency. In the election of 1824, 356,038 people cast votes for the presidency. In 1828, over three times that number voted. These numbers reflect the mobilization of a new elec​torate. Voting rights in the early republic had been restricted to landowners. This restriction had raised no controversy earlier because a majority of white Americans owned land. The expansion of a com​mercial and industrial economy, however, meant that an increasing number of people did not own land and were therefore not entitled to vote. The emerging middle class clamored for suffrage re​form. In 1800, only three of the sixteen states had no qualifications for voting. Three other states permit​ted taxpayers who were not landowners to vote. By 1830, only six of the twenty-four states continued to demand property qualifications. Nine others re​quired tax payment only, and the remaining nine

 Tariff of Abominations Tariff passed by Congress in 1828 that outraged the southern states by plac​ing high duties on raw materials.

electorate The portion of the population that is qualified to vote.

had no qualifications. As a result, the number of voters grew enormously and rapidly. The United States was evolving from a republic into a democ​racy in which all white males could vote.

Changes in the structure of politics accompanied this expansion of the electorate. Among the most important was the popular selection of members of the Electoral College. By 1828, only two states con​tinued to name electors. Another important change was that government jobs that had been appointive became elective. States increasingly dropped prop​erty qualifications for officeholding, opening new fields for political participation.

Opportunists quickly took advantage of the new situation. Men like New Yorker Martin Van Buren organized political factions into tightly dis​ciplined local and statewide units. A long-time op​ponent of Governor DeWitt Clinton, Van Buren molded disaffected Republicans into the so-called Bucktail faction. In 1820, the Bucktails' charges that the Clintonians were corrupt and aristocratic swept Clinton out of office. The new politics prac​ticed by the Bucktails had clearly triumphed. This new politics combined political patronage and fiery speeches to draw newly qualified voters into the political process.

These new voters were often frustrated that their voting had little impact. The "corrupt bar​gain" that had denied the presidency to Andrew Jackson in 1824 was a prime example. Secret, elite societies such as the Masons also appeared to thwart the popular will. The most notorious case of Masonic influence concerned William Morgan, a New York bricklayer and Mason who mysteriously disappeared in 1826 after threatening to publish some Masonic secrets. Morgan's presumed murder caused an outcry. When an investigation turned up no clues, many suspected that the Masons had used their political clout to suppress the facts. Within a year, young politicians such as New York​ers Thurlow Weed and William Seward and Penn​sylvanian Thaddeus Stevens had exploited the Morgan case to form a new political organization. Based on the resentments felt by craftsmen, small farmers, and others, the Antimasonic party had no platform beyond a disapproval of politics as usual.

New York typified political developments throughout the country. As the party of Jefferson dissolved, a rash of political factions broke out. It


was Van Buren who forged an alliance that would fundamentally alter American politics.

The Rise of Andrew Jackson

By 1826, Van Buren had brought together political outsiders and dissidents from all over the country into a new political party, the Democratic-Republi​cans, or the Democrats. The Democrats in some ways looked to the past. They denounced the Na​tional Republicans by calling for a return to Jeffer​sonian simplicity, states' rights, and democratic prin​ciples. But they relied on the modern political tactics and organization that Van Buren had perfected in New York. The appeal to Jeffersonian ideals and the use of tight party discipline attracted new voters and political outsiders. In the congressional elections of 1826, Van Buren's coalition gained a majority in the House of Representatives and in the Senate.

Perhaps the key to the Democrats' electoral suc​cess was their use of Andrew Jackson's name. Jack​son became synonymous with the new party. Thus voters who identified with him identified with the new party. In many ways, Jackson was a perfect re​flection of the new voters. He had been born into humble circumstances and had lost his family as a youngster. Jackson epitomized the self-made man who, through sheer will and hard work, had risen far above his modest beginnings. Voters did not begrudge the fact that by the 1820s Jackson had be​come one of the wealthiest men in Tennessee and owned over two hundred slaves. They admired

Martin Van Buren New York politician known for his skillful handling of party politics; he helped found the Democratic party and later became eighth president of the United States.

Masons An international fraternal organization with many socially and politically prominent members, including a number of U.S. presidents.

Antimasonic party Political party formed in 1827 to capitalize on popular anxiety about the influ​ence of the Masons; it opposed politics as usual without offering any particular substitute.

Democrats Political party that brought Andrew Jackson into office; it harked back to Jeffersonian principles of limited government and drew its sup​port from farmers and small businessmen.

him for his accomplishments and hoped to emu​late his example. Despite fame and fortune, Jack​son remained a common man with the common touch. He had become a man of substance without becoming a snob. Jackson was also a military hero. His exploits along the southern frontier during the War of 1812, culminating in the Battle of New Or​leans, had become legendary (see page 177).

The images of Jackson and Adams, not substan​tive issues, dominated the election of 1828. Jackson forces accused Adams of diverting public funds to buy personal luxuries, providing the Russian tsar with a young American mistress to win his diplo​matic support, and bowing to special interests in defining his tariff and land policies. Adams's sup​porters charged Jackson with being a dueler, an in​subordinate military adventurer, and a rustic back​woodsman who had lived with a married woman before she had divorced her first husband.

The charges of corruption were entirely untrue. The charges against Jackson were all too true, but voters saw them as irrelevant. Rather than damag​ing Jackson's image, such talk made him appear romantic and daring. The Tennessean polled a hundred thousand more popular votes than did the New Englander and won the majority of states, taking every one in the South and the West.

Jackson's inauguration on March 4, 1829, was cause for celebration among his supporters and for contempt among his detractors. A crowd of ten thousand well-wishers packed the capital to wit​ness Jackson take the oath of office. Boisterous sup​porters then followed him into the presidential mansion, where they climbed over furniture, broke glassware, and generally frolicked. The new presi​dent was finally forced to flee the near riot by climbing out a back window. A new spirit was alive in the nation's politics.

The Presidency of Andrew Jackson

Jackson had promised the voters "retrenchment and reform." He gave them retrenchment, but re​form was more difficult to manage. Jackson tried to reform (1) Indian affairs, (2) internal improvements


and public land policy, (3) the collection of revenue and the enforcement of federal law, and (4) the na​tion's banking and financial system. The steps that he took to reform the nation nearly tore it apart.

Jackson had courted public support with the im plied promise that he would run the nation for the benefit of the people against the manipulations of the privileged. He had pulled together a coalition from all three sections of the nation, but keeping the coalition together was not easy in a time of in​creasing sectional tension.

Launching Jacksonian Politics

Jackson faced a novel problem in that he suspected he could not trust the ten thousand civil servants his Republican predecessors had appointed. Jackson's supporters also claimed that many of these govern​ment employees were incompetent and had been re​tained only because of their political connections. Jackson's solution was to introduce the principle of rotation in office for federal officials. Appointments in his administration, he promised, would last only four years. After that, civil servants would have to return to "making a livíng as other people do."

Rotation in office was intended to accomplish several goals. First, it would rid the government of entrenched bureaucrats and replace them with honest, publicly minded men. The average citizen, Jackson believed, was fully capable of carrying out public responsibilities. Such duties were "so plain and simple that men of intelligence may readily qualify themselves for their performance." Second, rotation in office opened up many federal jobs. The Jacksonian adage became, "To the victor belong the spoils." The Jacksonian practice of distributing government jobs to loyal party members became known as the spoils system.

special interest A person or organization that at​tempts to influence legislators to support one par​ticular interest or issue.

civil servants Workers in government administra​tion, excluding the courts, the legislature, and the military; they are usually appointed rather than elected.

spoils Jobs and other rewards for political support.

Patronage appointments extended to the high​est levels of government. Jackson selected cabinet members not for their experience but for their po​litical loyalty. The president abandoned his prede​cessors' practice of holding regular cabinet meet​ings and of giving cabinet members a vote on major issues. Jackson called virtually no meetings and seldom asked for his cabinet's opinion. In​stead, he surrounded himself with an informal network of friends and advisers known as the Kitchen Cabinet.

Jackson conducted himself in office unlike any of his predecessors. He raged, pouted, and stormed at those who disagreed with him. Earlier presidents had at least pretended to believe in the equal distri​bution of power among the three branches of gov​ernment. Jackson, however, believed that the exec​utive should be supreme because the president was the only member of the government elected by all the people. (This belief conveniently ignored the fact that the Electoral College actually elected the president.) The president was to be the people's ad​vocate in the face of entrenched interests, whether in banks, factories, or the halls of Congress. One sign of his testy relationship with the legislative branch was that he vetoed twelve bills while in of​fice, three more than all his predecessors combined. Through his policies and his style, Jackson changed the presidency profoundly.

Jackson and the Indians

Immediately after the War of 1812, the federal gov​ernment began pressuring eastern tribes to give up their lands and to resettle west of the Mississippi River. Between 1815 and 1820, a number of smaller northern tribes exchanged their land for reservations west of the Mississippi. During the 1820s, many other tribes, plied with money from the federal gov​ernment, followed suit. Factions within the tribes, however, often fought to stay on ancestral lands.

The Five Civilized Tribes—the Cherokees, Choctaws, Seminoles, Creeks, and Chickasaws—were also pressured to relocate. They were able to resist the lure of money more successfully than their smaller northern neighbors. These more pow​erful southern tribes numbered nearly seventy-five thousand people and occupied large areas of Geor​

gia, North and South Carolina, Alabama, Missis​sippi, and Tennessee. Although these tribes had made significant strides in becoming acculturated to European ways, most southern whites saw them merely as obstacles to obtaining rich cotton land.

John Quincy Adams had at least paid lip service to honest dealings with the Indians, and on one oc​casion he even overturned a fraudulent treaty. Jack​son, however, had never been troubled by such niceties. "I have long viewed treaties with the Indi​ans an absurdity not to be reconciled to the princi​ples of our government," he proclaimed in 1817. In​dians were subjects of the United States, he said, and there was no point in negotiating treaties with them. His policy was to remove all the eastern Indians west of the Mississippi (see Map 9.2). If persuasion did not accomplish this goal, Jackson advocated the use of force. Congress gave Jackson this authority when it passed the Indian Removal Act in 1830.

The case of the Cherokees provides an excellent illustration of the new, more aggressive Indian pol​icy. By 1830, the Cherokees had shown consider​able progress in following Jefferson's advice to be​come as much like white Americans as possible. They had created a formal government with a bi​cameral legislature and a court system. They rati​fied their written constitution, modeled on the U.S. Constitution, in 1827. The next year they began publication of a newspaper, the Cherokee Phoenix, written in English and in the eighty-six-character Cherokee alphabet invented by tribal member George Guess (Sequoyah).

Kitchen Cabinet President Jackson's informal ad​visers, who helped him shape both national and Democratic party policy.

Five Civilized Tribes Term used by whites to de​scribe the Cherokee, Choctaw, Seminole, Creek, and Chickasaw Indians, many of whom were Eu​ropeanized farmers and merchants.

Indian Removal Act Law passed by Congress in 1830 providing for the removal of all Indian tribes east of the Mississippi and the purchase of western lands for their resettlement.

George Guess (Sequoyah) Cherokee silversmith and trader who created an alphabet that made it possible to transcribe the Cherokee language ac​cording to the sounds of its syllables.
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( Andrew Jackson always presented himself as a friend of the Indians, but this satirical drawing captures his atti​tude that they were as unimportant as dolls. The engrav​ing shown in the upper right corner depicts his approach to Indian resistance: Liberty with her foot on the neck of a conquered enemy. William L. Clements Library, Univer​sity of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

encouraged the Cherokees to seek federal assis​tance, Georgia passed a law that required teachers among the Indians to obtain state licenses. When Samuel Austin Worcester and Elizar Butler refused to apply for the licenses, a company of Georgia militia invaded the Cherokee country and arrested them.

Two notable lawsuits came out of these arrests. In Cherokee Nation v. Georgia (1831), the Chero​kees claimed that Georgia's enforcement of a state law within Cherokee territory was entirely illegal because they were a sovereign nation. The U.S. Supreme Court refused to hear this case on the grounds that the Cherokee Nation was not sover​eign. As American citizens, however, Worcester and Butler did have a standing in federal law. In 1832, Chief Justice John Marshall held that Georgia did not have legitimate power to pass laws regu​lating Indian behavior or to invade Indian land. The court thus declared that all the laws Georgia had passed to harass the Cherokees were null and void and ordered Georgia to release Worcester and Butler from jail (see Individual Choices: Samuel Austin Worcester, page 200).

The Cherokees' joy was brief. When Jackson heard the verdict in Worcester v. Georgia, he re​fused to use federal troops to carry out Mar​shall's order. Jackson reportedly fumed, "John Marshall has made his decision, now let him enforce it."

Jackson's refusal to act broke the back of tribal unity. Most Cherokees stood fast with their leader, John Ross. But another faction advocated reloca​tion. Federal Indian agents named this faction as the true representative of the tribe and convinced it

None of these accomplishments won the accep​tance of their white neighbors. From the frontiers​men's point of view, Indians were supposed to be dying out, not flourishing. The Georgia legisla​ture responded by annulling the Cherokee con​stitution in 1828 and, when gold was found on Cherokee land in 1829, ordering all tribal lands seized.

Subsequently, Georgia passed a series of laws to make life as difficult as possible for the Cherokees. When Christian missionaries living with the tribe

[image: image3.png]
( MAP 9.2 Indian Removal The outcome of Andrew Jackson's Indian policy appears clearly on this map. Between 1830 and 1838, all the Civilized Tribes except Osceola's fac​tion of Seminoles were forced to relocate west of the Mississippi River. Thousands died in the process.

to sign the Treaty of New Echota (1835), which sold the last 8 million acres of Cherokee land in the East for $5 million.

A similar combination of pressure, manipula​tion, and outright fraud led to the dispossession of the other Civilized Tribes. During the winter of 1831-1832, the Choctaws were removed forcibly from their lands in Mississippi and Alabama to In​dian Territory, in what is now Oklahoma. They were joined by the Creeks in 1836 and by the Chickasaws in 1837. In 1838, President Martin Van Buren ordered federal troops to round up the en​tire Cherokee tribe, nearly twenty thousand peo​ple, and force-march them to Indian Territory. The Cherokees suffered terribly in the course of the long trek known as the Trail of Tears (see Map 9.2). Nearly a fourth of the Cherokees died of disease, exhaustion, or heartbreak on this march.


The only Civilized Tribe to adopt a policy of military resistance was the Seminoles. Like the other tribes, the Seminoles were deeply divided. Some chose peaceful relocation, but a group led by Osceola declared war on the protreaty group and

Treaty of New Echota Treaty in 1835 that gave all Cherokee land east of the Mississippi to the U.S. government in return for $5 million and land in In​dian Territory.

Trail of Tears Forced march of the Cherokee peo​ple from Georgia to Indian Territory in the winter of 1838; thousands of Cherokees died.

Osceola Seminole leader in Florida who opposed removal of his people to the West and led resis​tance to U.S. troops; he was captured by treachery while bearing a flag of truce.

on the United States. After years of guerrilla swamp fighting, Osceola was finally captured in 1837. The antitreaty faction fought on until 1842, when the United States withdrew its troops. Even​tually, even Osceola's followers agreed to move west, though a small faction of the Seminoles re​mained in Florida's swamps.

Jackson and the West

Jackson's Indian policy enhanced his popularity in the West, but two other western demands proved troublesome for Old Hickory. The demand for fed​erally funded internal improvements clashed with his notions of small and frugal government, and the demand for more liberal public land policies endangered government revenues and Jackson's relationship with supporters outside the West.

Jackson's views on federal spending for roads, canals, and other internal improvements were in​fluenced more by political than by regional con​siderations. For example, Jackson vetoed a bill appropriating money to build a road from Mays​ville, Kentucky, on the Ohio border, to Lexington. He claimed that it would benefit only one state and was therefore unconstitutional. But political con​siderations clearly influenced this decision. Lex​ington was the hub of Henry Clay's political dis​trict, and Jackson wanted to do nothing that would aid his rival. In this case, Jackson's constitutional scruples coincided with his political interests.

The issue of public land policy proved more dif​ficult for Jackson. Many aspiring farmers could not afford to pay $1.25 per acre for public land and clamored for a price reduction. Jackson's response was to propose that federal land be offered for sale at what it cost to survey the land and process the sale. This proposal represented a departure from previous land policy, which assumed that land sales should profit the government. Easterners and southerners were alarmed at proposals to sell fed​eral land at cost. They feared that migration would drain their population and give the West an even bigger voice in the nation's economics and politics. Southerners were also concerned that Congress would replace revenues lost from the sale of public land by raising tariffs. Northern employers were afraid that westward migration would drive up


the price of labor. The result was nearly three years of debate in Congress that hinted at the difficulties that sectionalized politics could cause.

The Nullification Crisis

Southern concerns about rising tariffs were felt most keenly in South Carolina. Soil exhaustion and declining agricultural prices left many planters in the state in an economic pinch. South Carolina had protested loudly in 1828 when Congress passed the Tariff of Abominations. Calhoun, who had turned away from Clay's nationalist program to support southern interests and states' rights as the economy turned sour in 1819, led the protest.

In 1828, Calhoun wrote an anonymous pam‑

phlet, The South Carolina Exposition and Protest. In it

he argued that tariffs benefited only one part of the country rather than the nation at large and should be considered unconstitutional. More important, Calhoun echoed the Virginia and Kentucky Reso​lutions of 1798 in asserting that the states were the ultimate judge of the national government's legiti​mate power. The states had given up none of their sovereignty when they signed the Constitution. It was thus reserved for the states, not the Supreme Court, to judge the constitutionality of any law.

This reasoning led Calhoun to assert that the Tariff of Abominations could not be imposed on a state that believed it unjust. Such a state had the right to call a popular convention to consider a dis​puted law. If the state convention decided against the law, the law would not be binding within the state. In other words, a state had the right to de​clare the law invalid within the state's jurisdiction. This idea came to be called nullification.

As Calhoun's pamphlet circulated, nationalists like Clay and Jackson became more anxious about the potential threat to federal power. The first test came in 1830, when Senator Robert Y. Hayne of

survey To determine the area and boundaries of land through measurement and mathematical calculation.

nullification Refusal of a state to recognize or en​force a federal law within its boundaries.

INDIVIDUAL CHOICES

Choosing Justice

or Union

During the waning days of 1830, two very dif​ferent groups met in Georgia to discuss the im​pact of the Indian Removal Act. One, the Geor​gia state legislature, was flush with victory:

when enforced, the new federal law would sweep the Cherokees out of western Georgia, freeing up the tribe's rich lands. The other was a group of míssionaries. At its head was the frail-looking and scholarly heir to seven gener​ations of New England ministers, Reverend Samuel A. Worcester, who, with his associates, vowed to resist Cherokee removal.

Announcing their vow in the Cherokee Phoenix, Worcester stated that Andrew Jack​son's Indian policy had moral as well as politi​cal implications "inasmuch as it involves the maintenance or violation of the faith of our country." Moreover, the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions had de​clared in 1810 that it would bring about the Christian conversion of the entire world within a single generation, and removing the Chero​kees would delay their conversion and imperil the board's agenda.

For their part, the Georgia state legislators had spent years attempting to drive the Chero​kees out of the state, and they regarded mis​sionary support for the Indians as an irritation. Now, with victory nearly at hand, the legisla​tors wanted to cut off missionary assistance. They passed a new law ordering the missionar​ies to sign a loyalty oath to the state promising to comply with Georgia law. If they signed the oath, Georgia could legally order them to stop helping the Indians. If they did not sign the oath, they would be imprisoned.

The new law became effective on March 1, 1831, and shortly thereafter Worcester and his colleagues were arrested. Because Worcester was the federal postmaster for the community of New Echota, a Georgia judge released him. But on May 15, Worcester received notice from Georgia governor George R. Gilmer that politi​cians had pulled strings in Washington to have his postmaster's commission suspended. The governor told Worcester that he had ten days to sign the oath, leave the state, or face arrest. Writing back to the governor, Worcester as​serted that he did not believe the state of Geor​gia had the authority to enforce its will within the Cherokee Nation. Even if it did, he said, he was answerable to a higher law.

On July 7, Worcester was arrested again. He posted a bond and regained his freedom, but threats of further harassment forced him to move to neighboring Tennessee, leaving his ailing wife and baby at the mission in New Echota. On August 14, his baby daughter died, and when he rushed home to be with his fam​ily, he was arrested. When the court learned why he had returned to Georgia, he was re​leased but was forced to return to exile in Tennessee.

Worcester thus lived like a fugitive, sepa​rated from his family and subject to legal ha​rassment, until his case finally came to trial on September 16. The facts were clear. Worcester's own letter to the governor had declared his guilt, and the jury quickly made it official. Samuel Worcester and ten other missionaries were sentenced to four years at hard labor in the Georgia state penítentiary.

After refusing to hear the case of Cherokee Nation v. Georgia, Chief Justice John Marshall informed Cherokee tribal lawyers that he was eager for them to bring a stronger case. Worces​ter's case filled the bill, and the Cherokee Na​tion and the American Board jointly appealed Worcester's conviction before the Supreme Court. The Court agreed to hear the case, and in a landmark decision ordered Worcester and


his co-defendants released, declaring all the laws passed to harass the Cherokees null and void.

Technically, Worcester should have been a free man, but President Jackson refused to ac​knowledge Marshall's decision and would not order Georgia to release him. The American Board's attorneys had to return to Marshall and ask for a federal court order instructing Jackson to force Worcester's release. In the meantime, however, the Bank War and the nullification crisis had hit the nation with full force, threatening the fabric of the Union. Hoping to avoid yet another blow, newly elected Georgia governor Wilson Lumpkin told Worcester and his associates that he would grant them a pardon if they chose not to press theír case. The American Board in​structed the missionaries to accept the pardon and end the legal struggle. Their decision to follow the board's instruction is understand​able, but there is truth to the charge leveled by historian William G. McLoughlin that Worces​ter and the Amerícan Board chose to "sacrifice the Cherokees to save the Union."

South Carolina and Senator Daniel Webster of Massachusetts debated Calhoun's ideas. Hayne supported Calhoun's ideas completely. Webster countered with one of the most stirring orations ever delivered in the Senate. He concluded his speech by proclaiming, "Liberty and Union, now and for ever, one and inseparable!"

Jackson soon made his position clear. At a politi​cal banquet, he offered a toast: "Our Federal Union—it must be preserved." Calhoun then rose and countered Jackson's toast with one of his own: "The Union—next to our liberty most dear. May we always remember that it can only be preserved by distributing evenly the benefits and burthens of the Union." These toasts marked a complete rift between Jackson and Calhoun, who had been elected as Jackson's vice president in 1828.

Two years passed before the crisis finally came to a head. In 1832, Jackson sought to enhance his re-election prospects by asking Congress to lower tariff rates. (Jackson dropped Calhoun as his run​ning mate in favor of Martin Van Buren.) It gladly complied. This action still did not satisfy the nulli​fiers in South Carolina. They called for a special convention to consider the matter of the tariff. The convention met in November 1832 and voted over​whelmingly to nullify the tariff.

Jackson quickly proved true to his toast of two years before. Bristling that nullification violated the Constitution, Jackson immediately reinforced federal forts in South Carolina and sent warships to enforce the collection of the tariff. He also asked Congress to pass a "force bill" giving him the power to invade the rebellious state if necessary. In hopes of placating southerners and winning popu​lar support in the upcoming election, Clay pro​posed and Congress passed a lowered tariff, but it also voted to give Jackson the power he asked for.

Passage of these measures prompted South Car​olina to repeal its nullification of the tariff. But it then nullified the force bill. Although Jackson ig​nored this action, the problem was not resolved. The issue of federal versus states' rights continued to fester throughout the antebellum period.

Jackson and the Bank War

Jackson faced another major crisis related to federal power in 1832, this one involving the Second Bank


of the United States. Casting about for an issue that might dampen Jackson's popularity in an election year, Webster and Clay seized on the bank. Al​though the bank's twenty-year charter was not due for renewal until 1836, several considerations led Jackson's political enemies to press for renewal on the eve of the 1832 election. First, Jackson was a known opponent of the bank. Second, the country was prosperous at the time, and the bank was ap​parently popular. Many attributed this prosperity to the economic stability provided by the bank under the leadership of Nicholas Biddle, who had been its president since 1823. Proponents of the bank rea​soned that Democratic unity might break down if Jackson opposed renewing the bank's charter.

Jackson's opponents were partially right. Con​gress passed the renewal bill and Jackson vetoed it, but the envisioned rift between Jackson and con​gressional Democrats did not open. The president stole the day by delivering a powerful veto mes​sage. Jackson launched the Bank War by denounc​ing the Second Bank as an example of vested privi​lege and monopoly power that served the interests of "the few at the expense of the many" and in​jured "humbler members of society—the farmers, the mechanics, and laborers—who have neither the time nor the means of securing like favors to themselves." Jackson further asserted that foreign interests, many of which were seen as enemies to American rights, had used the bank to amass large blocks of American securities.

Although the charter was not renewed, the Sec​ond Bank could operate for four more years on its existing charter. Jackson, however, wanted to kill the bank immediately. He withdrew federal funds from the bank and redeposited the money in state banks.

Daniel Webster Massachusetts senator and lawyer who was known for his forceful speeches and con​sidered nullification a threat to the Union.

Nicholas Biddle President of the Second Bank of the United States; he struggled to keep the bank functioning when President Jackson tried to un​dermine its powers.

Bank War The political conflict that occurred when
 Andrew Jackson tried to destroy the Second Bank of the United States, which he thought represented special interests at the expense of the common man.

Powerless to stop the withdrawal of federal funds, Biddle sought to replace dwindling assets by calling in loans owed by state banks and by rais​ing interest rates. In this way, the banker believed, he would not only head off the Second Bank's col​lapse but also trigger a business panic that might force the government to reverse its course. By the time this panic occurred, however, Andrew Jack​son was no longer in the White House.

SUMMARY

Expectations 
Constraints 

Choices

Outcomes

With the end of the War of 1812, President Madi​son and the Republicans chose to promote an agenda for an expansive America. They champi‑

oned a national market economy and passed fed​eral legislation to create a national bank and to protect American industry. Madison gave free rein to nationalists such as John Quincy Adams and Andrew Jackson, who expanded the nation's sphere of influence.

Ironically, the outcome of postwar economic expansion was an increase in tensions among re​gions. During the economic hard times that fol​lowed the Panic of 1819, the nation's geographi​cal sections chose to wrestle for control over federal power in an attempt to solve their eco​nomic ills. The political contention over the ad​mission of Missouri reflected these economic ten​sions and marked the end of the Era of Good Feelings.

Meanwhile, newly politicized voters chose to sweep the gentlemanly John Quincy Adams out of office and replace him with the presumably more democratic Andrew Jackson. Backed by a machine that reflected sectional interests, Jack​son had to juggle all the regions' financial, tariff, and Indian policy demands while trying to hold his political alliance and the nation together. The outcome was a series of regional crises—Indian removal, nullification, and the Bank War—that alienated the regions.


SUGGESTED READINGS

Dangerfield, George. The Era of Good Feelings (1952).

A book so well written and informative that it de​serves its status as a classic. All students will enjoy this grand overview.

Rogin, Michael Paul. Fathers and Children: Andrew Jack​son and the Subjugation of the American Indian (1975).

A controversial and enjoyable psychoanalysis of An​drew Jackson. Focuses on his Indian policy but gives an interesting view of his entire personality.

Taylor, George Rogers. The Transportation Revolution, 1815-1860 (1951).

The only comprehensive treatment of changes in transportation during the antebellum period and their economic impact. Nicely written a nd compre​hensive in treating the topic.

Ward, John William. Andrew Jackson: Symbol for an Age (1955).

A classic and fascinating view of how Jackson was shaped as a man and the reasons for his dramatic hold on the American imagination.
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1826 Disappearance of William Morgan; beginning of Antimasonry


1827 Ratification of Cherokee constitution


1828 Tariff of Abominations


Publication of The South Carolina Exposition and Protest


Andrew Jackson elected president


1830 Webster-Layne debate Indian Removal Act


1831 Cherokee Nation v. Georgia 1832 Worcester v. Georgia


Bank War


Nullification crisis Jackson re-elected


1836-1838 Federal removal of Creeks, Chickasaws, and Cherokees
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annul To declare a law or contract invalid.


Cherokee Nation v. Georgia Supreme Court case (1831) concerning Georgia's annulment of all Cherokee laws; Chief Justice John Marshall ruled that Indian tribes did not have the right to appeal to the Supreme Court.


Worcester v. Georgia Supreme Court case (1832) concerning the arrest of two missionaries living among the Cherokees in Georgia; the Court found that Georgia had no right to rule in Cherokee territory.
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Samuel Austin Worcester


Samuel Austin Worcester chose to help the Cherokee Indians when Georgia passed a series of discriminatory laws. This aid led to Worcester's imprison�ment. He took his case all the way to the Supreme Court, which sided with him. But he chose to back away from his posi�tion when it became clear that civil war would be the result of defending Chero�


kee rights. From "Cherokee Messen�ger" by Althea Bass, University of Oklahoma Press.








