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Understanding Sentence Grammar

Grammar describes how language works. Following the rules of standard English grammar is what allows you to communicate with others across barriers of personality, region, class, or ethnic origin. If you are a native English speaker, you follow these rules mostly unconsciously. But when you’re trying to improve your ability to communicate, it can help to make the rules conscious and learn the language used to describe them.

Grammar reveals a lot about a sentence, even if you don’t know the meanings of all the words:

The rumfrums prattly biggled the pooba.

You don’t know what this sentence means, but you can infer that some things called rumfrums did something to a pooba. They big-gled it, whatever that means, in a prattly way. Two grammatical cues, especially, make this sentence like The students easily passed the
test:

Word forms. The ending -s means more than one rumfrum. The ending -ed means that biggled is an action that happened in the past. The ending -ly means that prattly probably describes how the rumfrums biggled.

Word order. Rumfrums biggled pooba resembles a common se-quence in English: something (rumfrums) performed some action (biggled) to or on something else (pooba). Since prattly comes right before the action, it probably describes the action.

This chapter explains how such structures work and shows how practicing with them can help you communicate more effectively.

Note Grammar and style checkers can both offer assistance and cause problems as you compose sentences. Look for the cautions and tips for using such checkers in this and the next five parts of this book. For more information about grammar and style checkers, see pages 60–62.

12a
Understanding the basic sentence

The sentence is the basic unit of thought. Its grammar consists of words with specific forms and functions arranged in specific ways.

1
Identifying subjects and predicates

Most sentences make statements. First the subject names something; then the predicate makes an assertion about the subject or describes an action by the subject.


Subject
Predicate


Art
thrives.

The simple subject consists of one or more nouns or pronouns, whereas the complete subject also includes any modifiers. The simple predicate consists of one or more verbs, whereas the com-
plete predicate adds any words needed to complete the meaning of the verb plus any modifiers.

Sometimes, as in the short example Art thrives, the simple and complete subject and predicate are the same. More often, they are different:


Subject
Predicate


Some contemporary art
stirs controversy.


Critics and the media
discuss and dispute its value.

In the second example, the simple subject and simple predicate are both compound: in each, two words joined by a coordinating conjunction (and) serve the same function.

Note If a sentence contains a word group such as that makes it into established museums or because viewers finally agree about its quality, you may be tempted to mark the subject and verb in the word group as the subject and verb of the sentence. But these word groups are subordinate clauses, made into modifiers by the words they begin with: that and because. See pages 252–53 for more on subordinate clauses.

 The subject of an English sentence may be a noun (art) or a pronoun that refers to the noun (it), but not both. (See p. 235.)

Faulty
Some art it stirs controversy.

Revised
Some art stirs controversy.
2
Identifying the basic words: Nouns and verbs

The following five simple sentences consist almost entirely of two quite different kinds of words:


Subject
Predicate


The earth
trembled.


The earthquake
destroyed the city.


The result
was chaos.


The government
sent the city aid.


The citizens
considered the earthquake a disaster.

The words in the subject position name things, such as earth, earthquake, and government. In contrast, the words in the predicate position express states or actions, such as trembled, destroyed, and sent.
These two groups of words work in different ways. Citizen can become citizens, but not citizened. Destroyed can become destroys, but not destroyeds. Grammar reflects such differences by identifying the parts of speech or word classes shown in the box above. Except for the and a, which simply point to and help identify the words after them, the five sentences about the earthquake consist entirely of nouns and verbs.



Nouns

Meaning

Nouns name. They may name a person (Hilary Duff, Jesse Jackson, astronaut), a thing (chair, book, Mt. Rainier), a quality (pain, mystery, simplicity), a place (city, Washington, ocean, Red Sea), or an idea (reality, peace, success).

Form

Most nouns form the possessive to indicate ownership or source. Singular nouns usually add an apostrophe plus -s (Auden’s poems); plural nouns usually add just an apostrophe (citizens’ rights).

Nouns also change form to distinguish between singular (one) and plural (more than one). Most nouns add -s or -es for the plural: earthquake, earthquakes; city, cities. Some nouns have irregular plurals: woman, women; child, children.

 Some useful rules for forming noun plurals appear on pages 548–49. The irregular plurals must be memorized. Note that some nouns (noncount nouns) do not form plurals in English—for instance, equality, anger, oxygen, equipment. (See p. 237.)

Nouns with the, a, and an
Nouns are often preceded by the or a (an before a vowel sound: an apple). These words are usually called articles or determiners and always indicate that a noun follows.

 See pages 326–30 for the rules governing the use of the, a/an, or no article at all before a noun.



Verbs

Meaning

Verbs express an action (bring, change, grow), an occurrence (become, happen), or a state of being (be, seem).

Form

Most verbs can be recognized by two changes in form:


Most verbs add -d or -ed to indicate a difference between pres-ent and past time: They play today. They played yesterday. Some verbs indicate past time irregularly: eat, ate; begin, began (see pp. 278–80).


Most present-time verbs add -s or -es with subjects that are singular nouns: The bear escapes. It runs. The woman begins. She sings. The exceptions are be and have, which change to is and has.
(See Chapter 14, pp. 275–92, for more on verb forms.)

Helping verbs

Certain forms of all verbs can combine with other words such as do, have, can, might, will, and must. These other words are called helping verbs or auxiliary verbs. In verb phrases such as could run, will be running, and has escaped, they help to convey time and other attributes. (See Chapter 14, pp. 276–77, 283–87.)



A note on form and function

In different sentences an English word may serve different functions, take correspondingly different forms, and belong to different word classes. For example:

The government sent the city aid. [Aid functions as a noun.]

Governments aid citizens. [Aid functions as a verb.]

Because words can function in different ways, we must always determine how a particular word works in a sentence before we can identify what part of speech it is. The function of a word in a sentence always determines its part of speech in that sentence.


Pronouns

Most pronouns substitute for nouns and function in sentences as nouns do. In the following sentence all three pronouns—who, they, their—refer to nurses:
Some nurses who have families prefer the night shift because they have more time with their children.

The most common pronouns are the personal pronouns (I, you, he, she, it, we, they) and the relative pronouns (who, whoever, which, that). Most of these change form to indicate their function in the sentence—for instance, He called me. I called him back. (See Chapter 13 for a discussion of these form changes.)

EXERCISE 12.1  Identifying subjects and predicates
In the following sentences, insert a slash between the complete subject and the complete predicate. Underline each simple subject once and each simple predicate twice. Then use each sentence as a model to create a sentence of your own. (You can do this exercise online at ablongman.com/littlebrown.)

Example:

The pony, the light horse, and the draft horse  are three types of domestic horses.

Sample imitation: Toyota, Honda, and Nissan are three brands of Japanese cars.


1.
The leaves fell.


2.
October ends soon.


3.
The orchard owners made apple cider.


4.
They examined each apple carefully before using it.


5.
Over a hundred people will buy cider at the roadside stand.

EXERCISE 12.2  Identifying nouns, verbs, and pronouns
In the following sentences identify all words functioning as nouns with N, all words functioning as verbs with V, and all pronouns with P. (You can do this exercise online at ablongman.com/littlebrown.)

Example:


P
V
N
N

They took the tour through the museum.


1.
The trees died.


2.
They caught a disease.


3.
The disease was a fungus.


4.
It ruined a grove that was treasured.


5.
Our great-grandfather planted the grove in the last century.

EXERCISE 12.3
Using nouns and verbs
Identify each of the following words as a noun, as a verb, or as both. Then create sentences of your own, using each word in each possible function. (You can do this exercise online at ablongman.com/littlebrown.)

Example:

fly

Noun and verb.

The fly sat on the meat loaf. [Noun.] The planes fly low. [Verb.]


1.
wish
6. label


2.
tie
7. door


3.
swing
  8. company


4.
mail
  9. whistle


5.
spend
10. glue

3
Forming sentence patterns with nouns and verbs

English builds all sentences on the five basic patterns shown in the box on the facing page. As the diagrams indicate, the patterns differ in their predicates because the relation between the verb and the remaining words is different.

 The word order in English sentences may not correspond to word order in the sentences of your native language. English, for instance, strongly prefers subject first, then verb, then any other words, whereas some other languages prefer the verb first. The main exceptions to the word patterns discussed below appear on pages 263–64. See also pages 364–70 on positioning modifiers in sentences.



Pattern 1: The earth trembled.

In the simplest pattern the predicate consists only of the verb. Verbs in this pattern do not require following words to complete their meaning and thus are called intransitive (from Latin words meaning “not passing over”).


Subject
Predicate



Intransitive verb


The earth
trembled.


The hospital
may close.



Pattern 2: The earthquake destroyed the city.

In pattern 2 the predicate consists of a verb followed by a noun that identifies who or what receives the action of the verb. This noun is a direct object. Verbs that require direct objects to complete their meaning are called transitive (“passing over”): the verb transfers the action from subject to object.


Subject
Predicate



Transitive 
Direct


verb
object


The earthquake
destroyed
the city.


Education
opens
doors.

 The distinction between transitive verbs and intransitive verbs like those in pattern 1 is important because only transitive verbs may be used in the passive voice (The city was destroyed). (See p. 302.) Your dictionary says whether a verb is transitive or intransitive. Some verbs (begin, learn, read, write, and others) are both.



Pattern 3: The result was chaos.

In pattern 3 the predicate also consists of a verb followed by a noun, but here the noun renames or describes the subject. We could write the sentence The result = chaos. The verb serving as an equal sign is a linking verb because it links the subject and the following description. The linking verbs include be, seem, appear, become, grow, remain, stay, prove, feel, look, smell, sound, and taste. The word that describes the subject is called a subject complement (it complements, or completes, the subject).


Subject
Predicate



Linking
Subject


verb
complement


The result
was
chaos.


The man
became
an accountant.

Subject complements in this sentence pattern may also be adjectives, words such as tall and hopeful (see p. 242):


Subject
Predicate



Linking 
Subject


verb
complement


The result
was
chaotic.


The apartments
seem
expensive.



Pattern 4: The government sent the city aid.

In pattern 4 the predicate consists of a verb followed by two nouns. The second noun, aid, is a direct object (see pattern 2). But the first noun, city, is an indirect object, identifying to or for whom the action of the verb is performed. The direct object and indirect object refer to different things, people, or places.


Subject
Predicate



Transitive    Indirect 
Direct


verb
object
object


The government
sent
the city
aid.


One company
offered
its employees    bonuses.

A number of verbs can take indirect objects, including those above and allow, bring, buy, deny, find, get, leave, make, pay, read, sell, show, teach, and write.
 With some verbs expressing action done to or for someone, the indirect object must be turned into a phrase beginning with to or for. These verbs include admit, announce, demonstrate, explain, introduce, mention, prove, recommend, say, and sug-gest. The to or for phrase then falls after the direct object.

Faulty
The manual explains workers the new procedure.

Revised
The manual explains the new procedure to workers.



Pattern 5: The citizens considered the earthquake a disaster.

In pattern 5, as in pattern 4, the predicate consists of a verb
followed by two nouns. But in pattern 5 the first noun is a direct
object and the second noun renames or describes it. Here the second noun is an object complement (it complements, or completes, the object):


Subject
Predicate



Transitive 
Direct 
Object


verb
object
complement


The citizens
considered    the earthquake    a disaster.


The class
elected
Joan O’Day
president.

Like a subject complement (pattern 3), an object complement may be a noun or an adjective, as below:


Subject
Predicate



Transitive 
Direct 
Object


verb
object
complement


The citizens
considered
the earthquake
disastrous.


Success
makes
some people
nervous.

EXERCISE 12.4
Identifying sentence patterns
In the following sentences, identify each verb as intransitive, transitive, or linking. Then identify each direct object (DO), indirect object (IO), subject complement (SC), and object complement (OC). (You can do this exercise online at ablongman.com/littlebrown.)

Example:


transitive

verb
io
DO
DO

Children give their parents both headaches and pleasures.


1.
Many people find New York City exciting.


2.
Tourists flock there each year.


3.
Often they visit Times Square first.


4.
The square’s lights are astounding.


5.
The flashing signs sell visitors everything from TVs to underwear.

EXERCISE 12.5
Creating sentences
Create sentences by using each of the following verbs in the pattern indicated. (For the meanings of the abbreviations, see the directions for Exercise 12.4.) You may want to change the form of the verb. (You can do this exercise online at ablongman.com/littlebrown.)

Example:


give (S-V-IO-DO)


Sam gave his brother a birthday card.


1.
laugh (S-V)
6. seem (S-V-SC)


2.
elect (S-V-DO-OC)
7. call (S-V-DO-OC)



3.
steal (S-V-DO)
8. become (S-V-SC)


4.
catch (S-V-DO)
9. buy (S-V-IO-DO)


5.
bring (S-V-IO-DO)
10. study (S-V)

12b
Expanding the basic sentence with single words

Most of the sentences we read, write, or speak are more complex and also more informative and interesting than those examined so far. Most sentences contain one or more of the following: (1) modifying words (discussed here); (2) word groups, called phrases and clauses (p. 244); and (3) combinations of two or more words or word groups of the same kind (p. 258).

1
Using adjectives and adverbs

The simplest expansion of sentences occurs when we add modifying words to describe or limit the nouns and verbs. Modifying words add details:

Recently, the earth trembled.

The earthquake nearly destroyed the old city.

The federal government soon sent the city aid.

The grant was a very generous one but disappeared too quickly.

The underlined words represent two different parts of speech:


Adjectives describe or modify nouns and pronouns. They specify which one, what quality, or how many.

old      city
generous  one
two   pears

adjective
noun
adjective
pronoun
adjective
noun


Adverbs describe or modify verbs, adjectives, other adverbs, and whole groups of words. They specify when, where, how, and to what extent.

nearly destroyed
too  quickly

adverb 
verb
adverb 
adverb


very generous
Unfortunately, taxes will rise.

adverb 
adjective
adverb 
word group

An -ly ending often signals an adverb, but not always: friendly is an adjective; never, not, and always are adverbs. The only way to tell whether a word is an adjective or an adverb is to determine what it modifies.

Adjectives and adverbs appear in three forms:


The positive form is the basic form, the one listed in the diction-ary: good, green, angry; badly, quickly, angrily.

The comparative form indicates a greater degree of the quality named by the word: better, greener, angrier; worse, more quickly, more angrily.

The superlative form indicates the greatest degree of the quality named: best, greenest, angriest; worst, most quickly, most
angrily.
(For further discussion of these forms, see p. 322.)

2
Using other words as modifiers

Nouns and special forms of verbs may sometimes serve as modifiers of other nouns. In combinations such as office buildings, Thanksgiving prayer, and shock hazard, the first noun modifies the second. In combinations such as singing birds, corrected papers, and broken finger, the first word is a verb form modifying the following noun. (These modifying verb forms are discussed in more detail on pp. 247–50.) Again, the part of speech to which we assign a word always depends on its function in a sentence.

EXERCISE 12.6
Identifying and using adjectives and adverbs
Identify the adjectives and adverbs in the following sentences. Then use each sentence as a model for creating a sentence of your own. (You can do this exercise online at ablongman.com/littlebrown.)


Example:


adjective
adverb
adjective


The red barn sat uncomfortably among modern buildings.


Sample imitation: The little girl complained loudly to her busy mother.


1.
The blue water glistened in the hot afternoon sunlight.


2.
Happily, children dipped their toes in the cool lake.


3.
Excitedly, some of the children hopped into the water.


4.
Cautious parents watched from their shady porches.


5.
The children played contentedly until the day finally ended.

EXERCISE 12.7
Using verb forms as modifiers
Use each of the following verb forms to modify a noun in a sentence
of your own. (You can do this exercise online at ablongman.com/
littlebrown.)

Example:

smoking

Only a smoking cigar remained.


1.
scrambled
5. painted 
 8. ripened 



2.
twitching
6. written 
 9. known 



3.
rambling
7. charging 
10. driven


4.
typed

EXERCISE 12.8
Sentence combining: Single-word modifiers
To practice expanding the basic sentence patterns with single-word modifiers, combine each group of sentences below into one sentence. You will have to delete and rearrange words. (You can do this exercise online at ablongman.com/littlebrown.)

Example:

Paris offers tourists food. Paris offers food proudly. The food is delicious.

Paris proudly offers tourists delicious food.


1.
The turn of the century ushered in technology and materials. The century was the twentieth. The technology was improved. The materials were new.


2.
A skeleton made the construction of skyscrapers possible. The skeleton was sturdy. It was made of steel.


3.
By 1913 the Woolworth Building, with its ornaments, stood 760 feet (55 stories). The building was towering. The ornaments were Gothic.


4.
At 1450 feet the Sears Tower in Chicago doubles the height of the Woolworth Building. The doubling is now. The Woolworth height is puny. The puniness is relative.


5.
Skyscrapers would not have been practical if Elisha Graves Otis had not built the elevator in 1857. It was the first elevator. The elevator was safe. It served passengers.

12c
Expanding the basic sentence with word groups

Most sentences we read or write contain whole word groups that serve as nouns and modifiers. Such word groups enable us to combine several bits of information into one sentence and to make the relations among them clear, as in the following sentence:



subject

When the experiment succeeded, the researchers, excited by the re-


verb
object

sults, expanded the study to enroll more patients.

Attached to researchers expanded the study, the skeleton of this sentence, are three groups of words that add related information: When the experiment succeeded, excited by the results, to enroll more patients. These constructions are phrases and clauses:


A phrase is a group of related words that lacks either a subject or a predicate or both: excited by the results, to enroll more patients.

A clause contains both a subject and a predicate: When the
experiment succeeded and the researchers expanded the study are both clauses, though only the second can stand alone as a
sentence.

1
Using prepositional phrases

Prepositions are connecting words. Unlike nouns, verbs, and modifiers, which may change form, prepositions never change form. As the box below shows, many prepositions signal relationships of time or space; others signal relationships such as addition, comparison or contrast, cause or effect, concession, condition, opposition, possession, and source. Notice that some prepositions con-sist of more than one word.

A preposition connects a noun or pronoun to another word in the sentence: Robins nest in trees. The noun or pronoun so connected (trees) is the object of the preposition. The preposition plus its object and any modifiers is a prepositional phrase:

Preposition
Object


on
the surface


upon
entering the room


from
where you are standing


except for
ten employees

Prepositional phrases function as adjectives (modifying nouns) or as adverbs (modifying verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs). As modifiers, they add details that make sentences clearer and more interesting for readers.

Life on a raft was an opportunity for adventure.


adjective phrase
adjective phrase

Huck Finn rode the raft by choice.


adverb phrase

 The meanings and idiomatic uses of English prepositions can be difficult to master; most must be memorized or looked up in a dictionary. (A list of dictionaries for English as a second language appears on p. 537.) See pages 291–92 for the uses of prepositions in two-word verbs such as look after and pages 523–25 for the uses of prepositions in idioms.

Punctuating prepositional phrases

Since a prepositional phrase lacks a subject and a predicate, it should not be punctuated as a complete sentence. If it is, the result is a sentence fragment (Chapter 17):

Fragment
Toward the sun.

The phrase must be attached to another group of words containing both a subject and a predicate:

Revised
The plane turned toward the sun.

A prepositional phrase that introduces a sentence is set off with punctuation, usually a comma, unless it is short (see pp. 433–34):

According to the newspaper and other sources the governor has re-luctantly decided to veto the bill.

In 1865 the Civil War finally ended.

A prepositional phrase that interrupts or concludes a sentence is not set off with punctuation when it is essential to the meaning of the word or words it modifies (see p. 435):

The announcement of a tuition increase surprised no one.

Students expected new fees for the coming year.

When an interrupting or concluding prepositional phrase is not essential to meaning, but merely adds information to the sentence, then it is set off with punctuation, usually a comma or commas (see p. 435):

The governor according to the newspaper and other sources has reluctantly decided to veto the bill.

As all the preceding examples illustrate, a preposition and its object are not separated by a comma.

EXERCISE 12.9
Identifying prepositional phrases
Identify the prepositional phrases in the following passage. Indicate whether each phrase functions as an adjective or as an adverb, and name the word that the phrase modifies. (You can do this exercise online at ablongman.com/littlebrown.)

Example:


adverb
adverb
adjective

After an hour I finally arrived at the home of my professor.

On July 3, 1863, at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, General Robert E. Lee gambled unsuccessfully for a Confederate victory in the American Civil War. Called Pickett’s Charge, the battle was one of the most disastrous conflicts of the war. Confederate and Union forces faced each other on parallel ridges separated by almost a mile of open fields. After an artillery bombardment of the Union position, about 12,000 Confederate infantry marched toward the Union ridge. The Union guns had been silent but suddenly roared, mowing the approaching Confederates. Within an hour, perhaps half of the Confederate soldiers lay wounded or dead.

EXERCISE 12.10
Sentence combining: Prepositional phrases
To practice writing sentences with prepositional phrases, combine each group of sentences below into one sentence that includes one or two prepositional phrases. You will have to add, delete, and rearrange words. Some items have more than one possible answer. (You can do this exercise online at ablongman.com/littlebrown.)

Example:

I will start working. The new job will pay the minimum wage.

I will start working at a new job for the minimum wage.


1.
The slow loris protects itself well. Its habitat is Southeast Asia. It pos-sesses a poisonous chemical.


2.
To frighten predators, the loris exudes the chemical. The chem-ical comes from a gland. The gland is on the loris’s upper arm.


3.
The loris’s chemical is highly toxic. The chemical is not like a skunk’s spray. Even small quantities of the chemical are toxic.


4.
A tiny dose can affect a human. The dose would get in the mouth. The human would be sent into shock.


5.
Predators probably can sense the toxin. They detect it at a distance. They use their nasal organs.

2
Using verbals and verbal phrases

Verbals are special verb forms such as smoking or hidden or to win that can function as nouns (smoking is dangerous) or as modifiers (the hidden money, the urge to win).

Note A verbal cannot stand alone as the complete verb in the predicate of a sentence. For example, The man smoking and The money hidden are not sentences but sentence fragments (see p. 334). Any verbal must combine with a helping verb to serve as the predicate of a sentence: The man was smoking. The money is hidden.
Because verbals cannot serve alone as sentence predicates, they are sometimes called nonfinite verbs (in essence, they are “unfinished”). Finite verbs, in contrast, can make an assertion or express a state of being without a helping verb (they are “finished”). Either of the two tests below can distinguish finite and nonfinite verbs.

There are three kinds of verbals: participles, gerunds, and infinitives.



Participles

All verbs have two participle forms, a present and a past. The present participle consists of the dictionary form of the verb plus the ending -ing: beginning, completing, hiding. The past participle of most verbs consists of the dictionary form plus -d or -ed: believed, completed. Some common verbs have an irregular past participle, such as begun or hidden. (See pp. 278–80.)

Both present and past participles function as adjectives to modify nouns and pronouns:

Shopping malls sometimes frustrate shoppers.

Shoppers may feel trapped.

 For English verbs expressing feeling, the present and past participles have different meanings: It was a boring lecture. The bored students slept. See pages 325–26.



Gerunds

Gerund is the name given to the -ing form of the verb when it serves as a noun:


subject

Strolling through stores can exhaust the hardiest shopper.


object

Many children learn to hate shopping.

Present participles and gerunds can be distinguished only by their function in a sentence. If the -ing form functions as an adjective (a teaching degree), it is a present participle. If the -ing form functions as a noun (Teaching is difficult), it is a gerund.

 In English, always use a gerund, not any other verb form, as the object of a preposition: Diners are prohibited from smoking. See also the culture-language note below.



Infinitives

The infinitive is the to form of the verb, the dictionary form preceded by the infinitive marker to: to begin, to hide, to run. Infinitives may function as adjectives, nouns, or adverbs:


adjective

The question to answer is why shoppers endure mall fatigue.


noun

The solution for mall fatigue is to leave.


adverb

Still, shoppers find it difficult to quit.

 Infinitives and gerunds may follow some English verbs and not others and may differ in meaning after a verb: The singer stopped to sing. The singer stopped singing. (See pp. 288–90.)



Verbal phrases

Participles, gerunds, and infinitives—like other verb forms—may take subjects, objects, or complements, and they may be modified by adverbs. The verbal and all the words immediately related to it make up a verbal phrase. With verbal phrases, we can create concise sentences packed with information.

Like participles, participial phrases always serve as adjectives, modifying nouns or pronouns:

Buying things, most shoppers feel themselves in control.

They make selections determined by personal taste.

Gerund phrases, like gerunds, always serve as nouns:


subject

Shopping for clothing and other items satisfies personal needs.


object of preposition

Malls are good at creating such needs.

Infinitive phrases may serve as nouns, adverbs, or adjectives:


sentence subject
subject complement

To design a mall is to create an artificial environment.


noun phrase
noun phrase
Malls are designed to make shoppers feel safe.


adverb phrase

The environment supports the impulse to shop for oneself.


adjective phrase

Note When an infinitive or infinitive phrase serves as a noun after verbs such as hear, help, let, make, see, and watch, the infinitive marker to is omitted: We all heard her tell [not to tell] the story.
Punctuating verbals and verbal phrases

Verbal phrases punctuated as complete sentences are sentence fragments (Chapter 17). A complete sentence must contain a subject and a finite verb (p. 248):

Fragment
Treating the patients kindly.

Revised
She treats the patients kindly.

A verbal or verbal phrase serving as a modifier is almost always set off with a comma when it introduces a sentence (see p. 433):

To pay tuition some students work at two jobs.

A modifying verbal or verbal phrase that interrupts or concludes a sentence is not set off with punctuation when it is essential to the meaning of the word or words it modifies (see p. 435):

Jobs paying well are hard to find.

When an interrupting or concluding verbal modifier is not essential to meaning but merely adds information to the sentence, it is set off with punctuation, usually a comma or commas (see p. 435):

One good job paying twelve dollars an hour was filled in fifteen
minutes.

EXERCISE 12.11  Identifying verbals and verbal phrases
The following sentences contain participles, gerunds, and infinitives as well as participial, gerund, and infinitive phrases. First identify each verbal or verbal phrase. Then indicate whether it is used as an adjective, an adverb, or a noun. (You can do this exercise online at ablongman.com/ littlebrown.)

Example:


adjective
adverb

Laughing, the talk-show host prodded her guest to speak.


1.
Written in 1850 by Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter tells the story of Hester Prynne.


2.
Shunned by the community, Hester endures her loneliness.


3.
Hester is humble enough to withstand her Puritan neighbors’ cutting remarks.


4.
Despite the cruel treatment, the determined young woman re-fuses to leave her home.


5.
By living a life of patience and unselfishness, Hester eventually be-comes the community’s angel.

EXERCISE 12.12
Sentence combining:
Verbals and verbal phrases
To practice writing sentences with verbals and verbal phrases, combine each of the following pairs of sentences into one sentence. You will have to add, delete, change, and rearrange words. Each item has more than one possible answer. (You can do this exercise online at
ablongman.com/littlebrown.)

Example:

My father took pleasure in mean pranks. For instance, he hid the neighbor’s cat.

My father took pleasure in mean pranks such as hiding the neighbor’s cat.


1.
Air pollution is a health problem. It affects millions of Americans.


2.
The air has been polluted mainly by industries and automobiles. It contains toxic chemicals.


3.
Environmentalists pressure politicians. They think politicians should pass stricter laws.


4.
Many politicians waver. They are not necessarily against environmentalism.


5.
The problems are too complex. They cannot be solved easily.

3
Using absolute phrases

Absolute phrases consist of a noun or pronoun and a participle, plus any modifiers:


absolute phrase

Many ethnic groups, their own place established, are making way for new arrivals.


absolute phrase
absolute phrase

Their native lands left behind, an uncertain future looming, immigrants face many obstacles.

These phrases are called absolute (from a Latin word meaning “free”) because they have no specific grammatical connection to a noun, verb, or any other word in the rest of the sentence. Instead, they modify the entire rest of the sentence, adding information.

Notice that absolute phrases, unlike participial phrases, always contain a subject. Compare the following sentences:


participial phrase

For many immigrants learning English, the language introduces American culture.


absolute phrase

The immigrants having learned English, their opportunities widen.

We often omit the participle from an absolute phrase when it is some form of be, such as being or having been:


absolute phrase

Two languages [being] at hand, bilingual citizens in fact have many cultural and occupational advantages.

Punctuating absolute phrases

Absolute phrases are always set off from the rest of the sentence with punctuation, usually a comma or commas (see also pp. 440–41):

Their future more secure  these citizens will make room for new ar-rivals.

These citizens  their future more secure  will make room for new ar-rivals.

EXERCISE 12.13
Sentence combining: Absolute phrases
To practice writing sentences with absolute phrases, combine each pair of sentences below into one sentence that contains an absolute phrase. You will have to add, delete, change, and rearrange words. (You can do this exercise online at ablongman.com/littlebrown.)

Example:

The flower’s petals wilted. It looked pathetic.

Its petals wilted, the flower looked pathetic.


1.
Geraldine Ferraro’s face beamed. She enjoyed the crowd’s cheers after her nomination for Vice President.


2.
A vacancy had occurred. Sandra Day O’Connor was appointed the first female Supreme Court justice.


3.
Her appointment was confirmed. Condoleezza Rice became the first female national security adviser.


4.
The midterm elections were over. Nancy Pelosi was elected the first female minority leader of the House of Representatives.


5.
The election was won. Elizabeth Dole was a US senator from North Carolina.

4
Using subordinate clauses

A clause is any group of words that contains both a subject and a predicate. There are two kinds of clauses, and the distinction between them is important:


A main or independent clause makes a complete statement and can stand alone as a sentence: The sky darkened.

A subordinate or dependent clause is just like a main clause except that it begins with a subordinating word: when the sky darkened; because he wants it; whoever calls. The subordinating word reduces the clause to a single part of speech—an adjective, an adverb, or a noun—that supports the idea in a main clause. Because it only modifies or names something, a subordinate clause cannot stand alone as a sentence (see the discussion of punctuation on p. 255). (The word subordinate means “secon-dary” or “controlled by another.” It comes from the Latin sub, “under,” and ordo, “order.”)

The following examples show the differences between main and subordinate clauses:


main clause
main clause

The school teaches parents. It is unusual.


main clause

Because the school teaches parents, it is unusual.


main clause
main clause

Some parents avoid their children’s schools. They are often illiterate.


main clause

Parents who are illiterate often avoid their children’s schools.


subordinate clause

Two kinds of subordinating words introduce subordinate clauses: subordinating conjunctions and relative pronouns.



Subordinating conjunctions

Subordinating conjunctions, like prepositions, never change form in any way. In the following box they are arranged by the relationships they signal. (Some fit in more than one group.)

 Subordinating conjunctions convey their meaning without help from other function words, such as the coordinating conjunctions and, but, for, and so (p. 259).

Faulty
Even though the parents are illiterate, but their children may read well. [Even though and but have the same meaning, so both are not needed.]

Revised
Even though the parents are illiterate, their children may read well.



Relative pronouns

Unlike subordinating conjunctions, relative pronouns usually act as subjects or objects in their own clauses, and two of them (who and whoever) change form accordingly (see pp. 271–73).



Subordinate clauses

Subordinate clauses function as adjectives, adverbs, or nouns.

Adjective clauses

Adjective clauses modify nouns and pronouns. They usually begin with the relative pronoun who, whom, whose, which, or that, although a few adjective clauses begin with when or where (standing for in which, on which, or at which). The pronoun is the subject or object of the clause it begins. The clause ordinarily falls immediately after the noun or pronoun it modifies:

Parents who are illiterate often have bad memories of school.

Schools that involve parents are more successful with children.

One school, which is open year-round, helps parents learn to read.

The school is in a city where the illiteracy rate is high.

Adverb clauses

Like adverbs, adverb clauses modify verbs, adjectives, other adverbs, and whole groups of words. They usually tell how, why, when, where, under what conditions, or with what result. They always begin with subordinating conjunctions.

The school began teaching parents when adult illiteracy gained national attention.

At first the program was not as successful as its founders had hoped.

Because it was directed at people who could not read, advertising had to be inventive.

Noun clauses

Noun clauses function as subjects, objects, and complements in sentences. They begin with that, what, whatever, who, whom, who-ever, whomever, when, where, whether, why, or how. Unlike adjective and adverb clauses, noun clauses replace a word (a noun) within a clause; therefore, they can be difficult to identify.


sentence subject

Whether the program would succeed depended on door-to-door ad-vertising.


object of verb

Teachers explained in person how the program would work.


object of preposition

A few parents were anxious about what their children would think.

Elliptical clauses

A subordinate clause that is grammatically incomplete but clear in meaning is an elliptical clause (ellipsis means “omission”). The meaning of the clause is clear because the missing element can be supplied from the context. Most often the elements omitted are the pronouns that, which, and whom or the predicate from the second part of a comparison.

Skepticism and fear were among the feelings [that] the parents voiced.

The parents knew their children could read better than they [could read].

Punctuating subordinate clauses

Subordinate clauses punctuated as complete sentences are sentence fragments (Chapter 17). Though a subordinate clause contains a subject and a predicate and thus resembles a complete sentence, it also begins with a subordinating word that makes it into an adjective, adverb, or noun. A single part of speech cannot stand alone as a complete sentence.

Fragment
Because a door was ajar.

Revised
A door was ajar.

Revised
The secret leaked because a door was ajar.

A subordinate clause serving as an adverb is almost always set off with a comma when it introduces a sentence (see p. 433):

Although the project was almost completed it lost its funding.

A modifying subordinate clause that interrupts or concludes a main clause is not set off with punctuation when it is essential to the meaning of the word or words it modifies (see p. 435):

The woman who directed the project lost her job.

The project lost its funding because it was not completed on tim.

When an interrupting or concluding subordinate clause is not essential to meaning, but merely adds information to the sentence, it is set off with punctuation, usually a comma or commas (see p. 435):

The project lost its funding although it was almost completed.

The director who holds a PhD sought new funding.

EXERCISE 12.14
Identifying subordinate clauses
Identify the subordinate clauses in the following sentences. Then indicate whether each is used as an adjective, an adverb, or a noun. If the clause is a noun, indicate what function it performs in the sentence. (You can do this exercise online at ablongman.com/littlebrown.)

Example:


noun

The article explained how one could build an underground house. [Object of explained.]


1.
Scientists who want to catch the slightest signals from space use extremely sensitive receivers.


2.
Even though they have had to fight for funding, these scientists have persisted in their research.


3.
The research is called SETI, which stands for Search for Extra-terrestrial Intelligence.


4.
The theory is that intelligent beings in space are trying to get in touch with us.


5.
The challenge is to guess what frequency these beings would use to send signals.

EXERCISE 12.15
Sentence combining: Subordinate clauses
To practice writing sentences with subordinate clauses, combine each pair of main clauses into one sentence. Use either subordinating conjunctions or relative pronouns as appropriate, referring to the lists on pages 253 and 254 if necessary. You will have to add, delete, and rearrange words. Each item has more than one possible answer. (You can do this exercise online at ablongman.com/littlebrown.)

Example:

She did not have her tire irons with her. She could not change her bicycle tire.

Because she did not have her tire irons with her, she could not change her bicycle tire.


1.
Moviegoers expect something. Movie sequels should be as ex-
citing as the original films.


2.
A few sequels are good films. Most are poor imitations of the originals.


3.
A sequel to a blockbuster film arrives in the theater. Crowds quickly line up to see it.


4.
Viewers pay to see the same villains and heroes. They remember these characters fondly.


5.
Afterward, viewers often grumble about filmmakers. The filmmakers rehash tired plots and characters.

5
Using appositives

An appositive is usually a noun that renames another noun nearby, most often the noun just before the appositive. (The word appositive derives from a Latin word that means “placed near to” or “applied to.”) An appositive phrase includes modifiers as well.

Bizen ware, a dark stoneware, has been produced in Japan since the fourteenth century.

The name Bizen comes from the location of the kilns used to fire the pottery.

All appositives can replace the words they refer to: A dark stoneware has been produced in Japan.
Appositives are often introduced by words and phrases such as or, that is, such as, for example, and in other words:
Bizen ware is used in the Japanese tea ceremony, that is, the Zen Buddhist observance that links meditation and art.

Appositives are economical alternatives to adjective clauses con-taining a form of be, as shown in the next example.

Bizen ware, [which is] a dark stoneware, has been produced in Japan since the fourteenth century.

Although most appositives are nouns that rename other nouns, they may also be and rename other parts of speech, such as the verb thrown in the sentence below:

The pottery is thrown, or formed on a potter’s wheel.

Punctuating appositives

Appositives punctuated as complete sentences are sentence fragments (see Chapter 17). To correct such fragments, you can usually connect the appositive to the main clause containing the word referred to:

Fragment
An exceedingly tall man with narrow shoulders.

Revised
He stood next to a basketball player, an exceedingly tall

man with narrow shoulders.

An appositive is not set off with punctuation when it is essential to the meaning of the word it refers to (see pp. 437–38):

The verb howl comes from the Old English verb houlen.

When an appositive is not essential to the meaning of the word it refers to, it is set off with punctuation, usually a comma or commas (see pp. 437–38):

An aged elm the tree was struck by lightning.

The tree an aged elm was struck by lightning.

Lightning struck the tree an aged elm.

A nonessential appositive is sometimes set off with a dash or dashes, especially when it contains commas (see p. 480):

Three people—Will, Erica, and Alex—object to the new procedure.

A concluding appositive is sometimes set off with a colon (see p. 477):

Two principles guide the judge’s decisions: justice and mercy.

EXERCISE 12.16
Sentence combining: Appositives
To practice writing sentences with appositives, combine each pair of sentences into one sentence that contains an appositive. You will have to delete and rearrange words. Some items have more than one possible answer. (You can do this exercise online at ablongman.com/littlebrown.)

Example:

The largest land animal is the elephant. The elephant is also one of the most intelligent animals.

The largest land animal, the elephant, is also one of the most intelligent animals.


1.
Some people perform amazing feats when they are very young. These people are geniuses from birth.


2.
John Stuart Mill was a British philosopher. He had written a history of Rome by age seven.


3.
Two great artists began their work at age four. They were Paul Klee and Gustav Mahler.


4.
Mahler was a Bohemian composer of intensely emotional works. He was also the child of a brutal father.


5.
Paul Klee was a Swiss painter. As a child he was frightened by his own drawings of devils.

12d
Compounding words, phrases, and clauses

A compound construction combines words that are closely related and equally important. It makes writing clearer and more economical because it pulls together linked information.

Headaches can be controlled by biofeedback. Heart rate can be controlled by biofeedback.


compound subject

Headaches and heart rate can be controlled by biofeedback.

Without medication, biofeedback cures headaches. It steadies heart rate. It lowers blood pressure. It relaxes muscles.


compound predicate

Without medication, biofeedback cures headaches, steadies heart

rate, lowers blood pressure, and relaxes muscles.

1
Using coordinating conjunctions and correlative conjunctions

Two kinds of words create compound constructions: coordinating and correlative conjunctions. Coordinating conjunctions are few and do not change form. In the following box the relationship that each conjunction signals appears in parentheses.

The coordinating conjunctions and, but, nor, and or always con- nect words or word groups of the same kind—that is, two or more nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, phrases, subordinate clauses, or main clauses:

Biofeedback or simple relaxation can relieve headaches.

Biofeedback is effective but costly.

Relaxation also works well, and it is inexpensive.

The conjunctions for and so connect only main clauses. For indicates cause; so indicates effect.

Biofeedback can be costly, for the training involves technical equipment and specialists.

Relaxation can be difficult to learn alone, so some people do seek help from specialists.

Some coordinating conjunctions pair up with other words to form correlative conjunctions. In the following box the relationship each conjunction signals appears in parentheses.

Both biofeedback and relaxation can relieve headaches.

The techniques require neither psychotherapy nor medication.

The headache sufferer learns not only to recognize the causes of head-aches but also to control those causes.

Punctuating compounded words, phrases, and clauses

Two words, phrases, or subordinate clauses that are connected by a coordinating conjunction are not separated by a comma (see
p. 449):

The library needs renovation and rebuilding.

The work will begin after the spring term ends but before the fall term begins.

When two main clauses are joined into one sentence with a coordinating conjunction, a comma precedes the conjunction (see
p. 432):

The project will be lengthy and everyone will suffer some incon-venience.

When two main clauses are joined without a coordinating conjunction, they must be separated with a semicolon to avoid the error called a comma splice (see p. 342):

The work cannot be delayed; it’s already overdue.

In a series of three or more items, commas separate the items, with and usually preceding the last item (see p. 441):

The renovated library will feature new study carrels new shelving and a larger reference section.

Semicolons sometimes separate the items in a series if they are long or contain commas (see p. 457).

A comma also separates two or more adjectives when they mod-ify a noun equally and are not joined by a coordinating conjunction (see p. 442):

Cracked crumbling walls will be repaired.

The comma does not separate adjectives when the one nearer the noun is more closely related to it in meaning (see p. 442):

New reading lounges will replace the old ones.

2
Using conjunctive adverbs

One other kind of connecting word, called a conjunctive adverb, relates only main clauses, not words, phrases, or subordinate clauses. In the following box the conjunctive adverbs are arranged by the relationships they signal.

It’s important to distinguish between conjunctive adverbs and conjunctions (coordinating and subordinating) because they demand different punctuation (see the next page). Conjunctive adverbs are adverbs: they describe the relation of ideas in two clauses, and, like most adverbs, they can move around in their clause:

Relaxation techniques have improved; however, few people know them.

Relaxation techniques have improved; few people know them, how-ever.

In contrast, conjunctions bind two clauses into a single grammatical unit, and they cannot be moved:

Although few people know them, relaxation techniques have im-proved. [The subordinating conjunction can’t be moved: Few people know them although, relaxation techniques have improved.]

Relaxation techniques have improved, but few people know them. [The coordinating conjunction can’t be moved: Relaxation techniques have improved, few people know them but.]

Note Some connecting words have more than one use. After, until, and some other words may be either prepositions or subordinating conjunctions. Some prepositions, such as behind and in, can serve also as adverbs, as in He trailed behind. And some conjunctive adverbs, particularly however, may also serve simply as adverbs in sentences such as However much the books cost, we must have them. Again, the part of speech of a word depends on its function in a sen-tence.

Punctuating sentences containing conjunctive adverbs

Because the two main clauses related by a conjunctive adverb remain independent units, they must be separated by a semicolon (see p. 253). If they are separated by a comma, the result is a comma splice (Chapter 18):

Comma splice

Interest rates rose, therefore, real estate prices de-clined.

Revised

Interest rates rose; therefore, real estate prices de-clined.

A conjunctive adverb is almost always set off from its clause with a comma or commas (see p. 438):

The decline was small; however, some investors were badly hurt.

The decline was small; some investors, however, were badly hurt.

EXERCISE 12.17
Sentence combining: Compound constructions
To practice compounding words, phrases, and clauses, combine each of the following pairs of sentences into one sentence that is as short
as possible without altering meaning. Use an appropriate connecting word of the type specified in parentheses, referring to the lists on pages 260–61 as necessary. You will have to add, delete, and rearrange words, and you may have to change or add punctuation. (You can do this exercise online at ablongman.com/littlebrown.)

Example:

The encyclopedia had some information. It was not detailed enough. (Conjunctive adverb.)

The encyclopedia had some information; however, it was not detailed enough.


1.
All too often people assume that old age is not a productive time. Many people in their nineties have had great achievements. (Con-junctive adverb.)


2.
In his nineties the philosopher Bertrand Russell spoke vigorously for international peace. He spoke for nuclear disarmament. (Cor-
relative conjunction.)


3.
Grandma Moses did not retire to an easy chair. She began painting at age seventy-six and was still going at one hundred. (Con-junctive adverb.)


4.
The British general George Higginson published his memoirs after



he was ninety. The British archaeologist Margaret Murray published her memoirs after she was ninety. (Coordinating conjunction.)


5.
The architect Frank Lloyd Wright designed his first building at age twenty. He designed his last building at age ninety. (Coordinating conjunction.)

12e
Changing the usual word order

So far, all the examples of basic sentence grammar have been similar: the subject of the sentence comes first, naming the performer of the predicate’s action, and the predicate comes second. This arrangement describes most English sentences, but four kinds of sentences change the order.

Questions

In most questions the verb or part of it precedes the subject:


verb
subject
verb

Have interest rates been rising?

verb
subject verb

Did rates rise?


verb subject verb

Why did rates rise today?


subject
verb

What is the answer? [Normal subject-verb order.]

Commands

In commands the subject you is omitted:

  verb

Think of the options.

  verb

Watch the news.

Passive sentences

Generally, the subject performs the action of a verb in the active voice. But sometimes the subject receives the action of a verb in the passive voice:


subject
verb

Active
Kyong wrote the paper.


subject
verb

Passive
The paper was written by Kyong.

See pages 302–03 for more on forming the passive voice, and see page 303 on overuse of the passive voice.

Sentences with postponed subjects

The subject follows the predicate in two sentence patterns. The normal order may be reversed for emphasis:

Henry comes here. [Normal order.]

Here comes Henry. [Reversed order.]

Or the word there or it may postpone the subject:


verb
subject

There will be eighteen people attending the meeting.


verb
subject

It was surprising that Marinetti was nominated.

There and it in such sentences are called expletives. Expletive sentences have their uses, but they can also be wordy and unemphatic (see p. 534).

 When you use an expletive construction, be careful to include there or it. Only commands and some questions can begin with verbs.

Faulty
No one predicted the nomination. Were no polls showing

Marinetti ahead.

Revised
No one predicted the nomination. There were no polls show-


ing Marinetti ahead.

EXERCISE 12.18
Forming questions and commands
Form a question and a command from the following noun and verb pairs. (You can do this exercise online at ablongman.com/littlebrown.)

Example:

wood, split

Did you split all this wood?

Split the wood for our fire.


1.
water, boil
4. dice, roll


2.
music, stop
5. telephone, use


3.
table, set

EXERCISE 12.19
Rewriting passives and expletives
Rewrite each passive sentence below as active, and rewrite each expletive construction to restore normal subject-predicate order. (For additional exercises with the passive voice and with expletives, see pp. 303–04, 386, and 535–36.) (You can do this exercise online at ablongman
.com/littlebrown.)

Example:

All the trees in the park were planted by the city.

The city planted all the trees in the park.


1.
The screenplay for Monster’s Ball was cowritten by Milo Addica and Will Rokos.


2.
The film was directed by Marc Foster.


3.
There was only one performance in the movie that received an Academy Award.


4.
It was Halle Berry who won the award for best actress.


5.
Berry was congratulated by the press for being the first African American to win the award.

12f
Classifying sentences

We describe and classify sentences in two different ways: by function (statement, question, command, exclamation, and so on) or by structure. Four basic sentence structures are possible: simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex. Each structure gives different emphasis to the sentence’s main idea or ideas and to any supporting information.

1
Writing simple sentences

A simple sentence consists of a single main clause and no subordinate clause:


main clause

Last summer was unusually hot.


main clause

The summer made many farmers leave the area for good or reduced

them to bare existence.

2
Writing compound sentences

A compound sentence consists of two or more main clauses and no subordinate clause. The clauses may be joined by a coordinating conjunction and a comma, by a semicolon alone, or by a conjunctive adverb and a semicolon.


main clause
main clause

Last July was hot, but August was even hotter.


main clause
main clause

The hot sun scorched the earth; the lack of rain killed many crops.

3
Writing complex sentences

A complex sentence contains one main clause and one or more subordinate clauses:


main clause
subordinate clause

Rain finally came, although many had left the area by then.


main clause
subordinate clause

Those who remained were able to start anew because the government

came to their aid.

Notice that length does not determine whether a sentence is complex or simple; both kinds can be short or long.

4
Writing compound-complex sentences

A compound-complex sentence has the characteristics of both the compound sentence (two or more main clauses) and the complex sentence (at least one subordinate clause):


subordinate clause
main clause

Even though government aid finally came, many people had already


main clause

been reduced to poverty, and others had been forced to move.

EXERCISE 12.20
Identifying sentence structures
Mark the main clauses and subordinate clauses in the following sentences. Identify each sentence as simple, compound, complex, or compound-complex. (You can do this exercise online at ablongman
.com/littlebrown.)

Example:


main clause
subordinate clause

The police began patrolling more often when crime in the neigh-

borhood increased. [Complex sentence.]


1.
Joseph Pulitzer endowed the Pulitzer Prizes.


2.
Pulitzer, incidentally, was the publisher of the New York newspaper The World.


3.
Although the first prizes were for journalism and letters only, Pulitzers are now awarded in music and other areas.


4.
For example, Berke Breathed won for his Bloom County comic strip, and Roger Reynolds won for his musical composition Whispers Out of Time.


5.
Although only one prize is usually awarded in each category, in 1989 Taylor Branch’s Parting the Waters won a history prize, and it shared the honor with James M. McPherson’s Battle Cry of Freedom.

EXERCISE 12.21
Sentence combining: Sentence structures
Combine each set of simple sentences below to produce the kind
of sentence specified in parentheses. You will have to add, delete, change, and rearrange words. (You can do this exercise online at
ablongman.com/littlebrown.)

Example:

The traffic passed the house. It never stopped. (Complex.)

The traffic that passed the house never stopped.


1.
Recycling takes time. It reduces garbage in landfills. (Compound.)


2.
People begin to recycle. They generate much less trash. (Com-plex.)


3.
White tissues and paper towels biodegrade more easily than dyed ones. People still buy dyed papers. (Complex.)


4.
The cans are aluminum. They bring recyclers good money. (Simple.)


5.
Environmentalists have hope. Perhaps more communities will recycle newspaper and glass. Many citizens refuse to participate. (Compound-complex.)
http://www.ablongman.com/littlebrown

Visit the companion Web site for more help and additional exercises on sentence grammar.

The basic sentence
complete
complete

simple

simple

complete

complete

simple

simple

Tests to find subjects and predicates

The tests below use the following example:

Art that makes it into museums has often survived controversy.

Identify the subject.


Ask who or what is acting or being described in the sentence.
Complete subject
art that makes it into museums


Isolate the sample subject by deleting modifiers—words or word groups that don’t name the actor of the sentence but give information about it. In the example, the word group that makes it into museums does not name the actor but modifies it.

Simple subject
art

Identify the predicate.


Ask what the sentence asserts about the subject: what is its action, or what state is it in? In the example, the assertion about art is that it has often survived controversy.

Complete predicate
has often survived controversy


Isolate the verb, the simple predicate, by changing the time of the subject’s action. The simple predicate is the word or words that change as a result.

Example
Art . . . has often survived controversy.

Present
Art . . . often survives controversy.

Future
Art . . . often will survive controversy.

Simple predicate
has survived

The parts of speech

Nouns name persons, places, things, ideas, or qualities: Roosevelt, girl, Kip River, coastline, Koran, table, strife, happiness. (See below.)

Pronouns usually substitute for nouns and function as nouns: I, you, he, she, it, we, they, myself, this, that, who, which, everyone. (See p. 237.)

Verbs express actions, occurrences, or states of being: run, bunt, inflate, become, be. (See the next page.)

Adjectives describe or modify nouns or pronouns: gentle, small, helpful. (See p. 242.)

Adverbs describe or modify verbs, adjectives, other adverbs, or whole groups of words: gently, helpfully, almost, really, someday. (See p. 242.)

Prepositions relate nouns or pronouns to other words in a sentence: about, at, down, for, of, with. (See p. 245.)

Conjunctions link words, phrases, and clauses. Coordinating conjunctions and correlative conjunctions link words, phrases, or clauses of equal importance: and, but, or, nor; both . . . and, not only . . . but also, either . . . or. (See pp. 259–60.) Subordinating conjunctions introduce subordinate clauses and link them to main clauses: al-though, because, if, whenever. (See p. 253.)

Interjections express feeling or command attention, either alone or in a sentence: hey, oh, darn, wow.
The five basic sentence patterns


Subject
Predicate
Common prepositions

Time or space 
Other relationships
(position or direction)
(addition, comparison, etc.)
about
by
out of
according to
in spite of

above
down
outside
as
instead of

across
during
over
as for
like

after
for
past
aside from
of

against
from
since
because of
on account of

along
in
through
concerning
regarding

along with
inside
throughout
despite
regardless of

among
inside of
till
except
unlike

around
into
to
except for
with

at
near
toward
excepting
without

before
next to
under
in addition to

behind
off
underneath


below
on
until

beneath
onto
up

beside
on top of
upon

between
out
within


beyond



Tests for finite and nonfinite verbs (verbals)

Test 1 Does the word require a change in form when a third-person subject changes from singular to plural?

Yes
Finite verb: It sings. They sing.
No
Nonfinite verb (verbal): bird singing, birds singing
Test 2 Does the word require a change in form to show the difference in present, past, and future?

Yes
Finite verb: It sings. It sang. It will sing.
No
Nonfinite verb (verbal): The bird singing is/was/will be a robin.
Common subordinating conjunctions

Cause
or effect

as


because

in order that

since

so that

Concession

although

as if

even if

even though

though

Condition

even if

if

if only

provided

since

unless

when

whenever

whether

Comparison
or contrast

as

as if

as though

rather than

than

whereas

whether

while

Purpose

in order that

so that

that
Space or time

after

as long as

before

now that

once

since

till

until

when
whenever

where

wherever

while
Relative pronouns

which
what
who (whose, whom)

that
whatever
whoever (whomever)

Coordinating conjunctions

and (addition)
nor (alternative)
for (cause)
yet (contrast)

but (contrast)
or (alternative)
so (effect)

To remember the coordinating conjunctions, use the word fanboys: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so.
Common correlative conjunctions

both . . . and (addition)
neither . . . nor (negation)

not only . . . but also (addition)
whether . . . or (alternative)

not . . . but (substitution)
as . . . as (comparison)

either . . . or (alternative)
Common conjunctive adverbs

Comparison
or contrast

however

in comparison

in contrast

instead

likewise

nevertheless

nonetheless

otherwise
Cause or
effect

accordingly

as a result

consequently

hence

similarly

therefore

thus

Time

finally

meanwhile

next

now

then

thereafter
Addition

also

besides

further

furthermore

in addition

incidentally

moreover
Emphasis

certainly

indeed

in fact

still


undoubtedly
subordinate clause

