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Preface

The title Fields of Reading: Motives for Writing identifies our goal of providing students with tools to establish and develop their own motives for writing throughout their college and professional lives. This seventh edition of Fields of Reading contains eighty-five readings from a broad range of academic, professional, and literary writing, organized around four main purposes for writing: Reflecting, Reporting, Explaining, and Arguing. In focusing on purpose, we give students and instructors the opportunity to explore the complex relationships among writers and readers that vary according to “what” and “why” people write and read.

Highlights of the Seventh Edition

Flexible Organization. The four broad rhetorical categories — Reflecting, Reporting, Explaining, and Arguing — represent essential kinds of reading and writing in virtually every academic or professional area. In every field, individuals consider past experience (reflecting), convey information (reporting), make sense of knowledge (explaining), and debate controversial ideas and issues (arguing). Within each of the four categories, we have grouped the selections by academic field: Arts and Humanities, Social Sciences and Public Affairs, and Sciences and Technologies. We hope that this dual organization will assist instructors in discovering and assigning selections for a variety of classroom purposes.

New Reading Selections. Of the seventy-six prose selections, twenty-nine are new to the seventh edition. These pieces represent a diverse array of well-known thinkers, critics, and scholars writing on timely and interesting topics — such as Barry Commoner writing about genetic engineering and the Human Genome Project; Adam Gopnik writing on the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001; and Judith Ortiz Cofer writing about race, culture, and her physical self. Also included among the selections are nine poems — six of them new — that were chosen as models of rhetorical effectiveness and grouped under the same rhetorical and cross-curricular categories as their prose counterparts.

New Photographs and Illustrations. For this edition, we researched the first publication of every reading in the collection to determine whether it included informationally pertinent photographs or illustrations. Based on that research, we have included the original photographs and illustrations for fifteen of the readings. These photos and illustrations provide students the context to experience the readings closer to the way they were originally intended.

Thematic Connections. For instructors who prefer to teach the selections by theme, we have grouped all of the selections by thematically related clusters. Any selection can be taught in terms of its themes or area of interest by using the updated Thematic Table of Contents, which includes clusters on such topics as Interpreting the Body, Myths and Rituals, and Understanding the Physical World. As a result, students will have ample opportunity to read and consider different perspectives on a single issue or explore a particular issue in depth. The Making Connections questions following selections also encourage students to explore thematic relationships between readings.

New Casebook on working in America. Building on the notion of thematic connections between readings, a new group of readings brings together C. Wright Mills, Vivian Gomick, Barbara Ehrenreich, Eric Schlosser, and Philip Levine on the topic of work. This thematic casebook at the end of the collection allows students to focus intensely on a single topic. Students can use the Making Connections questions to examine the different ways each author treats the subject, and they are encouraged to enter the discussion with their own writing and research.

Introduction to the Reading and Writing Process. Beginning with the introduction to the book, Fields of Reading helps students to write in responses to readings and to perform their own research. The introduction explains and illustrates the interrelationship between the reading and writing processes, primarily through an examination of a specially commissioned essay by Patricia Hampl. In “Reviewing Anne Frank,” Hampl reflects on her own response to a particular writing assignment, a book review for the New York Times. In doing so, she both illustrates her own writing process and demonstrates that even accomplished writers struggle with some of the same challenges student writers face. We have also reprinted in this section Hampl’s published review, “The Whole Anne Frank.” These introductory materials, like the rest of the book, are meant to present reading and writing not in abstract terms, but through discussion and examples that vividly demonstrate what is actually involved in each ​activity.

Help with Evaluating and Using Sources. Within the introduction, we have included guidelines for acknowledging sources, including the broad issues of how to evaluate potential source materials and how to use them within a piece of writing. This section focuses particularly on sources drawn from the Web, because those pose the greatest pitfalls for students who might be uncertain of how to judge the relative work of online material and incorporate it appropriately, with proper acknowledgment, in their own writing.

Extensive Critical Apparatus. Much of our critical apparatus focuses on the rhetorical concepts and techniques that apply to reading and writing across the curriculum as introduced in the section “For Students.” The detailed introductions to each of the four main sections, Reflecting, Reporting, Explaining, and Arguing (which are illustrated from passages from the anthologized readings), define the type of writing featured in that section and discuss its use in differing fields and situations. The introductions also identify and explain the rhetorical methods used to achieve each type of writing’s aims, for example, how description and narration are basic to reporting or how analogy, comparison and contrast, definition, and illustration are basic to explaining. All the rhetorical aims and modes covered in the introductions are also referenced in the Rhetorical Index. The ​headnote for each piece identifies and, wherever necessary, explains the professional fields of its author and the rhetorical context or source of its original publication. Likewise, the questions following each selection call for reading and writing that relate form and style to purpose, subject, and ​academic field.
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For Students

Fields of Reading: Motives for Writing, seventh edition, is intended to help you develop the abilities in reading and writing that you will need as you move from one course to another, one field of study to another, throughout your college career. In some senses, of course, all areas of study expect the same things of you — namely, close and careful reading as well as clear and exact writing, with an attentiveness above all to information and ideas. But the particular kinds of information, ideas, and concerns that distinguish each field of study also call for somewhat different reading and writing abilities. A book review for a literature course, for example, requires a different form and style from a lab report in physics. So we have tried to give you a sampling of the varied fields of writing you are likely to encounter in the academic world.

Most undergraduate schools are organized around some version of the traditional division of studies into “the humanities,’’ “the social sciences,’’ and “the sciences.’’ The humanities generally include fields of learning that are thought of as having a cultural orientation, such as language, literature, history, philosophy, and religion. The social sciences, which include such fields as anthropology, economics, education, political science, psychology, and sociology, deal with social institutions and the behavior of their individual members. The sciences include fields of knowledge that are concerned with the natural and physical world, such as astronomy, botany, chemistry, physics, and zoology.

These traditional divisions of study are closely affiliated with applied areas of study and work that also exist in the professional world. The humanities, for example, are closely allied with the arts; the social sciences, with public affairs such as business and government; and the sciences, with technology. These divisions and clusterings of fields — Arts and Humanities, Social Sciences and Public Affairs, Sciences and Technologies — are so broadly applicable that we have used them as one of the organizing principles in our table of contents.

Like any set of categories, these divisions are a convenient, but by no means foolproof, system of classification. Although the system can help you to understand the academic world, it does not reflect the exact state of ​affairs in every specialized field at every college and university. Specialists in a particular field sometimes migrate from one area of learning to another, from the social sciences to the sciences, for example, according to the orientation of their research in a particular project. Or specialists from several fields may form an interdisciplinary area of research, such as environmental studies, which involves a wide range of academic disciplines — botany, chemistry, economics, philosophy, political science, and zoology. So the writing that results from these projects often can be categorized in more than one broad area of learning.

The writing we have collected in Fields of Reading can be understood not only in terms of the area of learning that it represents, but also in terms of the particular purpose it is meant to achieve. Every piece of writing, of course, is the product of an author’s personal and professional motives, so in a sense the purposes for writing are as varied and ultimately mysterious as are authors themselves. But setting aside the mysteries of human nature, it is possible to identify and define a set of different purposes for writing, which we refer to as Reflecting, Reporting, Explaining, and Arguing, one or another of which predominates in most academic and professional writing. Therefore, we have used this set of purposes as the major organizing principle in our table of contents.

By Reflecting, we mean a kind of writing in which authors are concerned with recalling and thinking about their past experience, for personal experience is often an especially valuable source of knowledge and learning. By Reporting, we mean writing that is concerned primarily with conveying factual information about some particular aspect of the world, past or present. By Explaining, we mean writing that is concerned primarily with ​making sense of information or shedding light on a particular subject. By Arguing, we mean writing that is given to debating controversial explanations, ​values, or beliefs. Like our other categories, these are convenient, but not rigid, modes of classification. So they need to be used tactfully, with an awareness that to some degree they are bound to overlap. Most pieces of explanation, for example, will at some point involve reporting, if only to convey the information or subject to be explained. And most pieces of argument will call for some explanation, if only to make clear the issues that are at odds with one another. But generally you will find one or another of these purposes to be dominant in any particular piece of writing.

We think that an awareness of these basic purposes can be especially helpful both in the process of reading and in the process of writing, no matter what academic or professional field is involved. We have introduced each section of our collection with an essay on Reflecting, Reporting, Explaining, or Arguing. In these essays you will find detailed definitions and examples of each purpose, as well as explanations and illustrations of how to carry it out in differing fields and situations. Each selection is ​accompanied by a brief headnote, explanatory footnotes where necessary, and questions for you to think about in your reading and writing. In addition, each selection is also followed by questions to help you make connections among related readings in this collection.

Immediately following this preface, you will find an introduction to reading and writing. In the first section, we show an actual example of how one writer goes through the process of composing a piece of writing; in Reading and Rereading, we discuss various ways to read and understand the pieces in this book or any other material you might encounter in your studies; and in Using and Acknowledging Sources, we discuss how to evaluate, incorporate, and document source materials and why such acknowledgment is important in every field of study. This introduction, like the headnotes, questions, and sectional introductions, is meant to help you become a thoughtful and responsible reader and writer. The rest is up to your instructor, your classmates, and you.

