Chapter Seventeen

Speaking on Special Occasions

Speeches of Introduction

Speeches of Presentation

Speeches of Acceptance

Commemorative Speeches

After-Dinner Speeches


464
Chapter 17
Speaking on Special Occasions

Special occasions are the punctuation marks of day-to-day life, the high points that stand out above ordinary routine. Christenings, weddings, funerals, graduations, award ceremonies, inaugurals, retirement dinners—all these are occasions, and they are very special to the people who take part in them. Nearly always they are occasions for speechmaking. A close friend proposes a toast to the bride and groom; the sales manager presents an award to the sales representative of the year; the president delivers an inaugural address; the basketball coach gives a speech honoring the team’s most valuable player; a family member delivers a moving eulogy to the deceased. These speeches help give the occasion its “specialness.” They are part of the ceremonial aura that marks the event.


Speeches for special occasions are different from the speeches we have considered so far in this book. They may convey information, but that is not their primary purpose. Neither is their primary purpose to persuade. Rather, they aim to fit the special needs of a special occasion. In this chapter we look at the most common special occasions and the kinds of speeches appropriate for each.

Speeches of Introduction

“Distinguished guests, the President of the United States.” If you are ever in a situation in which you have to introduce the President, you will need no more than the eight words that begin this paragraph. The President is so well known that any further remarks would be inappropriate and almost foolish.


Most of the time, however, a speech of introduction will be neither this brief nor this ritualized. If you are introducing another speaker, you will need to accomplish three purposes in your introduction:

Build enthusiasm for the upcoming speaker.

Build enthusiasm for the speaker’s topic.

Establish a welcoming climate that will boost the speaker’s credibility.


A good speech of introduction can be a delight to hear and can do much to ease the task of the main speaker. Usually you will say something about the speaker and about the topic—in that order. Following are some guidelines for speeches of introduction.

Be Brief

During World War I, Lord Balfour, Great Britain’s foreign secretary, was to be the main speaker at a rally in the United States. But the speaker introducing Lord Balfour gave a 45-minute oration on the causes of the war. Then, almost as an afterthought, he said, “Now Lord Balfour will give his address.” Lord Balfour rose and said, “I’m supposed to give my address in the brief time remaining. Here it is: 10 Carleton Gardens, London, England.”1

Every speaker—and audience—who has ever sat through a long-winded introduction knows how dreary it can be. The purpose of a speech of ​introduction is to focus attention on the main speaker, not on the person 

Speech of introduction: a speech that introduces the main speaker to the audience.

Speeches of Introduction
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making the introduction. Under normal circumstances, a speech of introduction will be no more than two to three minutes long, and it may be shorter if the speaker is already well known to the audience.

Make Sure Your Remarks Are Completely Accurate

Many an introducer has embarrassed himself or herself, as well as the main speaker, by garbling basic facts about the speaker. Always check with the speaker ahead of time to make sure your introduction is accurate in every respect.


Above all, get the speaker’s name right. This may seem obvious, but it needs repeating. Remember that nothing is more important than a person’s name. If the speaker’s name is at all difficult—especially if it involves a foreign pronunciation—practice saying it well in advance. However, don’t practice so much that you frighten yourself about getting it wrong. This was the plight of an announcer whose gaffe is now a classic: “Ladies and gentlemen, the President of the United States—Hoobert Heever!”

Adapt Your Remarks to the Occasion

In preparing your introduction, you may be constrained by the nature of the occasion. Formal occasions require formal speeches of introduction. If you were presenting a guest speaker at an informal business meeting, you might be much more casual than if you were presenting the same speaker to the same audience at a formal banquet.

Adapt Your Remarks to the Main Speaker

No matter how well it is received by the audience, a speech of introduction that leaves the main speaker feeling uncomfortable has failed in part of its purpose. How can you make a main speaker uncomfortable? One way is to overpraise the person—especially for his or her speaking skills. Never say, “Our speaker will keep you on the edge of your seat from beginning to end!” This is like prefacing a joke with the line, “Here is the funniest joke you’ve ever heard.” You create a set of expectations that are almost impossible to fulfill.


Another way to create discomfort is by revealing embarrassing details of the speaker’s personal life or by making remarks that are in poor taste from the speaker’s point of view. An introducer may think this line is funny: “Why, I’ve known Anita Fratello since she was 10 years old and so fat that everybody in the class called her Blimpo!” To the speaker, however, the statement will probably not be a bit funny and may be painful.

Adapt Your Remarks to the Audience

Just as you adapt other speeches to particular audiences, so you need to adapt a speech of introduction to the audience you are facing. Your aim is to make this audience want to hear this speaker on this subject. If the speaker is not well known to the audience, you will need to establish her or his credibility by recounting some of the speaker’s main achievements and explaining why she or he is qualified to speak on the topic at hand. But if the speaker is already personally known to the audience, it would be absurd to act as if the audience had never heard of the person.
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Also, you will want to tell each audience what it wants to hear—to give the kind of information that is interesting and accessible to the members of that audience. If you were introducing the same speaker to two different groups, some of the information in the speeches of introduction might be the same, but it would be slanted differently. Suppose, for example, the police commissioner of a certain city is going to address two groups—an audience of elementary-school children and the members of the city council. The introduction to the schoolchildren might go something like this:


Children, we have a very important guest with us today. He is the number one policeman in our city, the head of all the other police officers. Besides knowing a lot about crime right here at home, the police commissioner has also spent time working with Interpol—a special group of police officers who deal with crimes around the world. Today he is going to talk about how all of us can work with our neighborhood police officers to prevent crime. Let’s give a big round of applause and listen carefully to ​Police Commissioner Robert Washington.


But the introduction to the city council would be along these lines:


Members of the city council and distinguished guests: It is my privilege to introduce to you today the police commissioner, who will address us on the subject of the community policing program. Most of you know that the commissioner has a distinguished record as head of our police force for more than 10 years. However, you may not know that he also holds a master’s degree in criminology and studied abroad for a year with Interpol, the international police force.


The commissioner first introduced the community policing program eight years ago. The idea behind the program is to get police officers out of their cars and into our neighborhoods, where they can talk directly to merchants and residents about the 

Caption:

Speeches for special occasions are part of the ceremonial aura that helps make certain events special—as in this address by Danny Glover to the graduating class at Spelman College.
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real dynamics of our city. These officers do more than make arrests. They try to find ways to help solve the problems that contribute to crime in the first place. Often that means hooking people up with services offered by other city agencies—schools, hospitals, housing, drug treatment centers.


And the program seems to be working. Crime is down and our citizens report that they feel more secure. Today the commissioner is going to tell us more about this program. Please welcome Police Commissioner Robert Washington.

Try to Create a Sense of Anticipation and Drama

You may have noticed one detail shared by the two speeches introducing the police commissioner: In both cases the speaker’s name was saved for last. This is a convention in speeches of introduction. While there may occasionally be a good reason to break the convention, usually you will avoid mentioning the speaker’s name until the final moment—even when the audience knows exactly whom you are discussing. By doing this you build a sense of drama, and the speaker’s name comes as the climax of your ​introduction.


Often you will find yourself in the situation of introducing someone who is fairly well known to the audience—a classmate, a colleague at a business meeting, a neighbor in a community group. Then you should try to be creative and cast the speaker in a new light. Try to increase the audience’s eagerness to hear the speaker. Talk to the speaker beforehand and see if you can learn some interesting facts that are not generally known—especially facts that relate to the speaker’s topic.


Above all, if you expect to be creative and dramatic, be sure to practice your speech of introduction thoroughly. You should be able to deliver it extemporaneously, with sincerity and enthusiasm.

Speeches of Presentation

Speeches of presentation are given when someone is receiving publicly a gift, an award, or some other form of public recognition. Usually such speeches are relatively brief. They may be no more than a mere announcement (“And the winner is . . . ”) or be up to four or five minutes in length.


As with other kinds of speeches, speeches of presentation need to be adapted to the audience and to the occasion. The main theme of a speech of presentation is to acknowledge the achievements of the recipient. You need to tell the audience why the recipient is receiving the award. Point out her or his contributions, achievements, and so forth. Do not deal with everything the person has ever done. Focus on achievements related to the award, and discuss these achievements in a way that will make them meaningful to the audience.


Depending on the audience and the occasion, you may also need to discuss two other matters in a speech of presentation. First, if the audience is not familiar with the award and why it is being given, you should explain briefly—or at least allude to—the purpose of the award. Second, if the award was won in a public competition and the audience knows who the losers are, you might take a moment to praise the losers as well.

Speech of presentation: a speech that presents someone a gift, an award, or some other form of public recognition.
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Below is a sample speech of presentation. It was delivered by President Bill Clinton in presenting the Congressional Gold Medal to former South African President Nelson Mandela at a ceremony in the Rotunda of the United States Capitol in Washington, D.C. Because the Congressional Gold Medal is a special honor bestowed by the U.S. Congress, there are no public competitors for the award. Thus Clinton did not need to say anything about the “losers.” His speech focused on Mandela’s battle against apartheid and his efforts to promote reconciliation among the people of South Africa.

Presenting the Congressional Gold Medal

Bill Clinton


To my friend, President Mandela, Americans as one today, across all the lines that ​divide us, pay tribute to your struggle, to your achievement, and to the inspiration you have given us to do better. Today we offer a man who has received the Nobel Prize the highest honor within the gift of this country. . . .


Those of us who share his vision and lift him up in honor today owe it to him to build a permanent partnership between Americans and Africans—for the education of our children, for the solution of our problems, for the resolution of our differences, for the elevation of what is best about us all. . . .


In forgiving those who imprisoned him, he reminded us of the most fundamental lesson of all—that in the end apartheid was a defeat of the heart, the mind, the spirit. It was not just a structure outside and jail houses within which people were kept; it was a division of the mind and soul against itself. We owe it to Nelson Mandela not simply to give him this award, but to live by the lesson he taught us and to tear down every last vestige of apartheid in our own hearts—everything that divides us, one from another. 


For those of us who have been privileged to know this remarkable man, no medal, no award, no fortune, nothing we could give him could possibly compare to the gift he has given to us and to the world. The only gift that is true recompense is to continue his mission and to live by the power of his profound and wonderful example.


Now, as prescribed by the law, it is my privilege to present the Congressional Gold Medal to President Nelson Mandela.

Speeches of Acceptance

The purpose of an acceptance speech is to give thanks for a gift or an award. When giving such a speech, you should thank the people who are bestowing the award, and you should recognize the people who helped you gain it.


The acceptance speech that follows is the companion piece to the speech of presentation by Bill Clinton. It was delivered by Nelson Mandela in ​accepting the Congressional Gold Medal Award, and it exemplifies the major traits of a good acceptance speech—brevity, humility, and graciousness.2
Acceptance speech: a speech that gives thanks for a gift, an award, or some other form of public recognition.

Commemorative Speeches
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Accepting the Congressional Gold Medal

Nelson Mandela


Thank you. President Clinton, Mr. Speaker, distinguished members of the Senate and the House, ladies and gentlemen . . .


It has been my great privilege to serve a people whose bondage to an inhuman system evoked the solidarity of all those who love freedom and justice, a people whose triumph over the divisions of racist doctrine has given new life to humanity’s hope for a world without hatred and discrimination. I am conscious that in bestowing the Congressional Gold Medal upon me you are evoking these bonds between our nations and paying tribute to the whole South African nation for its achievements in realizing our shared ideals. 


It is in that spirit that I humbly accept the award, aware at the same time of the great honor you do me by using me as the vehicle of a unique distinction conferred by this hallowed institution of American democracy. As one who has dedicated his life to the pursuit of unity, I am moved by the consensus in your nation’s regard for the achievements of my people. And I feel a great pride in the fact that with a few citizens of other countries who have received this high honor, the name of an African is now added. . . .


The award with which you honor me today is an expression of the common humanity that binds us, one person to another, nation to nation, and people of the north to people of the south. I receive it with pride as a symbol of partnership for peace, prosperity, and equity as we enter the new millennium. I thank you.

Commemorative Speeches

Commemorative speeches are speeches of praise or celebration. Eulogies, Fourth of July speeches, testimonial addresses, and dedications are ​examples of commemorative speeches. Your aim in such speeches is to pay tribute to a person, a group of people, an institution, or an idea.


As in an informative speech, you probably will have to give the audience information about your subject. After all, the audience must know why your subject is praiseworthy. They will need to know something about the history of the institution or the life of the person being praised. As in other speeches, you may draw on examples, testimony, even statistics to illustrate the achievements of your subject.


Your fundamental purpose in a commemorative speech, however, is not just to inform your listeners but to inspire them—to arouse and heighten their appreciation of or admiration for the person, institution, or idea you are praising. If you are paying tribute to a person, for example, you should not ​compose a biography that simply recounts the details of the person’s life. Rather, you should create a speech that goes beyond biography—that penetrates to the essence of your subject and generates in your audience a deep sense of ​respect.


When speaking to commemorate, you do not exhort like the advocate or explain like the lecturer. You want to express feelings, to stir sentiments—joy and hope when a new building is dedicated or a new President is inaugurated; anticipation and good wishes at a commencement celebration; lament and consolation at a funeral or memorial service; admiration and ​respect at a testimonial dinner. In some ways, a commemorative speech is 
View an excerpt from Nelson Mandela’s acceptance speech.

CD 1: Video 17.1

Commemorative speech: a speech that pays tribute to a person, a group of people, an institution, or an idea.
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like an impressionist painting—“a picture with warm colors and texture capturing a mood or a moment.”3

But while the painter works with brush and colors, the commemorative speaker works with language. Of all the kinds of speeches, perhaps none depends more on the creative and subtle use of language than does the speech to commemorate. Some of the most memorable speeches in history, including Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, have been commemorative. We remember such speeches—we continue to find them meaningful and inspiring—largely because of their eloquent use of language.


One of the most effective commemorative speakers in our recent history was President Ronald Reagan. After the explosion of the space shuttle ​Challenger in 1986, Reagan delivered a nationally televised eulogy to the astronauts killed in the blast. Below are two versions of Reagan’s closing lines. The first is what he might have said, stripping the text of its warm emotional content and poignant language:


Like Francis Drake, the great explorer of the oceans, the Challenger astronauts gave their lives for a cause to which they were fully dedicated. We are honored by them, and we will not forget them. We will always remember seeing them for the last time this morning as they prepared for their flight.

Here is what Reagan actually said:


There’s a coincidence today. On this day 390 years ago, the great explorer ​Francis Drake died aboard ship off the coast of Panama. In his lifetime the great frontiers were 
Caption:

The primary traits of a good acceptance speech are brevity, humility, and graciousness. Here former President Jimmy Carter accepts the 2002 Nobel Peace Prize in Oslo, Norway.

View the ending of Ronald Reagan’s eulogy to the Challenge astronauts.

CD 1: Video 17.2
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the oceans, and an historian later said, “He lived by the sea, died on it, was buried in it.” Well, today we can say of the Challenger crew: Their dedication was, like Drake’s, complete.


The crew of the space shuttle Challenger honored us by the manner in which they lived their lives. We will never forget them, nor the last time we saw them, this morning, as they prepared for their journey and waved goodbye and “slipped the surly bonds of earth” to “touch the face of God.”

The final words—“‘slipped the surly bonds of earth’ to ‘touch the face of God’”—are especially effective. Drawn from a sonnet called “High Flight” that many pilots keep with them, they ennoble the deaths of the astronauts and end the speech on an eloquent, moving, and poetic note.


When speaking to commemorate, you will deal for the most part with intangibles. Your success will depend on your ability to put into language the thoughts and emotions appropriate to the occasion. It is easy—too easy—to fall back on clichés and trite sentiments. Your challenge will be to use language imaginatively in order to invest the occasion with dignity, meaning, and honest emotion.


In doing so, you may want to utilize the special resources of language discussed in Chapter 11 to enhance the imagery and rhythm of your prose. Metaphor, simile, parallelism, repetition, antithesis, alliteration—all are ​appropriate for commemorative speeches. Some highly acclaimed commemorative speeches—including Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” and John Kennedy’s inaugural address—are distinguished by their creative use of such devices.


Confronted with the evocative speeches of a Kennedy or a King, you may decide that the speech of commemoration is far beyond your abilities. But other students have delivered excellent commemorative speeches—not immortal, perhaps, but nonetheless dignified and moving. The speech on pages 471–472 was given by Keith Framnes, a student at the University of Wisconsin, in his public speaking class. The assignment was to give a brief speech paying tribute to a person, an institution, or an idea.  Keith spoke about the 54th Regiment of the Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry. The first black regiment to fight in the Civil War, the Massachusetts 54th had a distinguished record of bravery and was later immortalized in the movie Glory. As you read this speech, notice how effectively Keith uses the resources of language to give his ideas artistic unity and emotional impact.4
The Massachusetts 54th

Keith Framnes


Staring at a once beautiful valley now filled with bodies that serve only as a ​reminder of the morning’s gruesome events, a lonely grave digger thinks to himself. Unable to fight in the Civil War because he is black, he can only bury the soldiers that fight and die for his freedom, wondering when he will get his chance to fight.


In the movie Glory, this grave digger is played by Morgan Freeman, and he is given his chance to fight as a member of the 54th Regiment of the Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry. The Massachusetts 54th was the first black regiment of the Civil War. Led by Colonel Robert Gould Shaw, the 54th showed remarkable bravery, patriotism, and sacrifice.
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Even though the North was opposed to slavery, many Northerners held on to anti-black attitudes. Because of these attitudes, the Massachusetts 54th was given dangerous assignments and equipped with substandard, or even broken, equipment. Wearing shoes no better than wrapped cloth, tattered uniforms that did little or nothing to ward off the cold, and using guns that would misfire every other shot, the 54th still proved to be one of the bravest regiments in the Civil War.


On top of their bravery, the members of the Massachusetts 54th exhibited the highest levels of patriotism. Despite the racism and other struggles they faced, they were proud to wear their uniforms and to carry the Union flag into battle. Their ​patriotism can best be seen when one observes the number of deserters from this regiment—none. Despite the thousands of desertions suffered by many other regiments on the Northern side, not a single soldier deserted from the Massachusetts 54th.


I have spoken so far of bravery and of patriotism, but it is the sacrifice of the 54th that has etched them into the pages of history. That sacrifice occurred during the assault on Fort Wagner in 1863. This heavily guarded Confederate fort lay on the beaches of South Carolina, nearly unapproachable. A frontal assault was needed to weaken the fort enough to allow for a full-scale attack. It was a suicidal mission, but the 54th volunteered for it.


They were the first regiment to storm Fort Wagner, and so would suffer the highest casualties. Rushing forward, they reached the fort well before any reinforcements that were supposed to back them up. Believing the reinforcements to be close behind, the 54th attacked Fort Wagner and found nothing but the enemy. When the charge was over, more than 250 soldiers from the regiment had been killed, wounded, or captured. 


To join an army that didn’t believe in you. To fight with an army who didn’t like you. To die for an army that didn’t respect you. This was the Massachusetts 54th. Today they lay where they died, on the beaches of South Carolina. Colonel Shaw and his men were piled together in a mass grave, which has since been covered by the shifting tides of the Atlantic. A small statue stands in Boston—a reminder of their ​sacrifice.


Bravery, patriotism, and sacrifice. These are qualities of the Massachusetts 54th. With the help of their efforts, along with all the other black regiments that followed them, slavery did eventually come to an end. 


In the movie Glory, Morgan Freeman talks of his chance to fight for the freedom of his own people. The 54th grasped this chance, they fought for it, and they eventually died for it. In the words of Union General Truman Seymour, “On every inch of the sands in front of Fort Wagner will be forever traced in undying glory the story of the determination and courage of the Massachusetts 54th.”

After-Dinner Speeches

After-dinner speeches may be harder to define than any other kind of speech. While the custom of saying a few words of tribute or celebration after a meal is as old as civilization itself, after-dinner speeches as a formal type of speech developed in England during the early 1800s. At that time, they were ​delivered, literally, after dinner. Today, because of the popularity of lunch meetings for various civic and business groups, you are as likely to hear an “after-dinner” speech during the noon hour as ​during the evening. 

View Keith Framnes, “The Massachusetts 54th.”

CD 2: Full Speech
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After-dinner speeches are best thought of as a kind of speech to ​entertain. Whether presented after breakfast, lunch, or dinner—in a formal dining room or at an outdoor barbecue—they usually have a lighter tone than a speech to inform or to persuade. This difference in tone will obviously have some impact on your choice of topic. AIDS, child abuse, terrorism, drunk driving, gun violence—all are important, but audiences do not expect to hear about such weighty matters in the relaxed atmosphere of the typical after-dinner speech. For the most part, though, any topic suitable for an informative or persuasive speech can be appropriate for an after-dinner speech, as long as you approach it in a lighthearted manner.


Suppose your subject is nutrition. If you were giving an informative speech on this topic, your specific purpose might be “To inform my audience of the four basic nutrients in the human diet.” If you were presenting a persuasive speech, your specific purpose might be “To persuade my audience that they should reduce their consumption of red meat in favor of more fish, vegetables, and grains.” But if you were giving an after-dinner speech on the topic of nutrition, your specific purpose might be “To entertain my audience by showing them the ridiculous extremes some people go to in following special diets.”


As this example suggests, after-dinner speeches should not be technical or argumentative. They may contain information that is new to the ​audience, and they may even have a persuasive impact, but their supporting ​materials should be chosen primarily for their entertainment value. Audiences for ​after-dinner speeches are seldom in a mood to follow a close train of reasoning or a complicated set of statistics. They are looking for a good-natured speech that stimulates the imagination by approaching the topic in a novel way, treating it lightly, even whimsically.

Caption:

Whether given on the world stage or in one’s local community, speeches for special occasions should seek to invest the occasion with dignity, meaning, and honest emotion.

After-dinner speech: a speech to entertain that makes a thoughtful point about its subject in a lighthearted manner.
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The Internet Connection

As discussed in this chapter, Ronald Reagan’s eulogy to the Challenger astronauts is one of the most effective commemorative speeches in U.S. history and was judged the eighth best speech of the 20th century. You can read the entire text of Reagan’s ​address, along with the rest of the top 100, at www.mhhe.com/lucastop100.


Presidential inaugural addresses are a major kind of special-occasion speech. You can access these historical documents at either Bartleby’s Inaugural Addresses of the Presidents (www.bartleby.com/124/) or the Yale Law School’s Avalon Project (www.yale. edu/lawweb/avalon/presiden/inaug/inaug.htm). 


This is not to say that after-dinner speeches should be rambling or totally frivolous. Like all other speeches, they require careful preparation and organization. They should have a central theme, and they should strive to make a thoughtful point about that theme—whether it is an aspect of human nature (such as vanity or the desire for immortality), of college life (such as final exams or finding a decent apartment), of work (such as putting up with the boss or dealing with weird customers), of travel (such as poor service by the airlines or dealing with unusual customs abroad), of family life (such as the perils of summer vacations or the experience of being a parent for the first time), or even of current events (such as how we choose presidential candidates or jitters over the stock market).


As you might imagine, humor can be an important part of after-dinner speeches. Some of America’s finest after-dinner speakers have been humorists such as Mark Twain and Dave Barry, but you don’t need to be a stand-up comic to be a successful after-dinner speaker. The purpose of humor in an after-dinner speech is more to provoke smiles or chuckles than to convulse the audience with a series of one-liners. Nor is humor used merely to make the audience laugh. In the best speeches, humor grows naturally out of the speech materials and helps the speaker make his or her point by providing special insight into the topic.5

Tickling an audience’s funnybone, however, can be difficult even for accomplished public speakers. If you don’t feel confident working for a laugh, don’t worry. Humor can contribute to a successful after-dinner speech, but it is not essential. Indeed, the best approach is usually not to work specifically for laughs. If you deal with the topic creatively, select supporting ​materials that are interesting in their own right, and use the resources of language to create sharp imagery, vivid descriptions, colorful details, and clever phrasing, you should do just fine.


All these traits are represented in the following after-dinner speech. It was given by Julie Daggett, a student at the University of Wisconsin, to her public speaking class.6
You can link to these websites at www.mhhe.com/lucas8.
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The Horror of It All

Julie Daggett


They never did find his head or hands. I crouched in the corner, peering through my fingers as he moaned and wailed in an endless search for his missing appendages. I was terrified—but not as terrified as poor Bette Davis. They put her in the nuthouse. I simply turned on the light and ran to the safety of my father’s lap. As I perched, shuddering, he said the phrase I was to hear over and over through the coming years, “It’s okay, it’s only a movie.” It did not end for me there, however. The movie Hush, Hush, Sweet Charlotte was just the beginning of my love/hate relationship with horror movies.


My scaredy-cat tendencies actually began at a very early age. As a young child, I insisted the hall light be kept on when I went to bed—no measly night-light would do for a hard-core chicken. My parents would come upstairs after the news and tell each other to “turn off the l-i-g-h-t.” I could be heard miles away screaming, “NO! I know what that spells!” After The Ghost and Mr. Chicken with Don Knotts, my bedtime ritual went something like this—look under the bed, look in the closet, turn off the light, and leap into the sack. As time passed, however, this childish nonsense began to subside. I was growing up.


But then it happened. Theater owners offered up The Exorcist, a temptation I could not resist. That delicious, horrible feeling of being terrified was renewed. I was hooked. I stayed pretty sane, though, until I read the book, at which time I discovered I was possessed by the Devil. I had six of the ten symptoms, including headaches, nausea, and loss of sleep. It may not have been Satan himself, but there was definitely a demon lurking somewhere.


Over the next several years, the movie industry fed my passion for terror—and my paranoia. The movie Halloween ended any possibility of parking on a deserted road after a date. I was not going to fog up the windows making myself a sitting duck for any escaped mental patient. The Friday the 13th series put a stop to any thought of camping overnight in the wilderness, while Night of the Living Dead put a dent in my car. I was in such a panic to get out of the dark parking lot after viewing this old ​classic that I slammed into a pole, causing $300 damage to my trusty Chevy.


My fright-flick fanaticism was taking a toll on my everyday life. I began to notice that guys who took me to these movies didn’t often ask me out again—apparently my squirming and screaming in the theater embarrassed them a bit. Some people just don’t know how to really get into a movie. I no longer took babysitting jobs because I was afraid to be alone in a strange house. I wouldn’t do laundry at night because that meant I had to go down to the basement.


My fears weren’t even limited to being alone. One Friday night I was home watching HBO with my Mom. Let me explain that our house is situated in the dead center of a very isolated woods. As a kid I remember thinking it would be an ideal place for escaped convicts to hide out and hold hostages. Anyway, there we were, munching away on junk food, when suddenly the lights went out. Keep in mind that this was a calm summer evening—no rain, no lightning, not even any wind. There was only one explanation—we had a madman in the basement.


In my alarm I turned to the woman who had protected me all my life. My Mom looked at me and said the only thing she could say, “Grab the potato chips.” Chips and keys in tow, we bolted for the car. But this was not to be the end of our ordeal—no electricity, no electric garage door opener. I looked at my Mom and said the only thing I could say, “Ram it!” Bravely, Mom kept her head. She crept out of the security of the locked car to manually open the garage door and drive us, in our pajamas, to safety. It was then that I knew I was out of control. It was then that I decided to go cold turkey—no more horror films.
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It’s been two years now, and I can finally look back at these escapades and laugh. It’s been two years now, and I pride myself on the fact that I live alone. The only thing that keeps me awake nights these days is writing speeches. I’m not going to end up in the nuthouse like Bette Davis. But I’m not going to get too overconfident, either. Remember all those unsuspecting kids in Halloween? They were just out having a good time when, WHAM—and the rest is history.

Summary

Special occasions include weddings, funerals, dedications, award ceremonies, retirement dinners, and the like. Nearly always they are occasions for speechmaking. In this chapter we have considered speeches of introduction, speeches of presentation, speeches of acceptance, commemorative speeches, and after-dinner speeches.


When you make a speech of introduction, your job is to build enthusiasm for the main speaker and to establish a welcoming climate that will boost his or her credibility and confidence. Keep your remarks brief, make sure they are completely accurate, and adapt them to the audience, the occasion, and the main speaker.


Speeches of presentation are given when someone is receiving publicly a gift or an award. The main theme of such a speech is to acknowledge the achievements of the recipient. The purpose of an acceptance speech is to give thanks for a gift or an award. When delivering such a speech, you should thank the people who are bestowing the award and recognize the contributions of people who helped you gain it. Be brief, humble, and ​gracious.


Commemorative speeches are speeches of praise or celebration. Your aim in such a speech is to pay tribute to a person, a group of people, an institution, or an idea. When making a commemorative speech you want to inspire your audience—to arouse and heighten their appreciation of and admiration for the subject. Your success will depend largely on how well you put into language the thoughts and feelings appropriate to the occasion.


After-dinner speeches are best thought of as a kind of speech to entertain, and they usually have a lighter tone than informative or persuasive speeches. Neither technical nor argumentative, they seek to stimulate the imagination by approaching the topic in a novel or unexpected way. ​Although humor can be an important part of after-dinner speeches, it is not essential. If you do use humor, it should grow naturally out of the speech materials and provide insight into the topic.

Key Terms
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Review these terms by doing the Chapter 17 crossword puzzle at www.mhhe.com/lucas8.
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Review Questions

After reading this chapter, you should be able to answer the following questions:

1. What are the three purposes of a speech of introduction? What guidelines should you follow in preparing such a speech?

2. What is the main theme of a speech of presentation? Depending on the audience and occasion, what two other themes might you include in such a speech?

3. What are the three major traits of a good acceptance speech?

4. What is the fundamental purpose of a commemorative speech? Why does a successful commemorative speech depend so much on the creative and subtle use of language?

5. What is the primary difference between an after-dinner speech and a speech to inform or to persuade? What is the role of humor in after-​dinner ​speaking?

Exercises for Critical Thinking

1. Attend a speech on campus. Pay special attention to the speech introducing the main speaker. How well does it fit the guidelines discussed in this chapter?

2. Observe several speeches of presentation and acceptance—at a campus awards ceremony or on a television program such as the Academy Awards, Grammy Awards, Emmy Awards, or Tony Awards. Which speeches do you find most effective? Least effective? Why?

3. Analyze the commemorative speech by Keith Framnes (“The Massachusetts 54th,” pages 471–472). Assess the speech in light of the criteria for commemorative speaking presented in this chapter.

4. Analyze the after-dinner speech by Julie Daggett (“The Horror of It All,” pages 475–476). Evaluate the speech in light of the criteria for after-​dinner speaking discussed in this chapter.
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