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  UNIT 9  

  Eastern European and 
Mediterranean Ethnics  
    Unit Selections  
     39.      Miracle: American Polonia, Karol Wojtyla and the Election of Pope John Paul II,   John Radzilowski 
 40.   Our Polish American Self Image: Responding to Its  Detractors, Donald Pienkos 
 41.      ‘Bursting with Pride’ in Little Italy,   Kelly Brewington 
     42.      Where We Stand on Issues,   James J. Zogby 
     43.      American Jewish History,   Jonathan D. Sarna 
     44.      Young U.S. Muslims Strive for Harmony,   Tara Bahrampour 
     45.      For ‘Borat’ Audience, First Come the Gasps, then the Laughs,   Michael Sragow  

   Key Points to Consider  
        The era of ethnic data collection began with the 1980 Census. A considerable shift toward self-identification began, which 
allowed persons to claim specific and/or multiple categories. Does the earlier scheme of designating groups have any scientific 
or political merit? Does personal identification trump all other considerations? How does ethnicity of an earlier era suggest the 
tension between worlds of meaning discussed in this section?    

    What lessons can be learned from the experiences of eastern and southern Europeans?    

    Discuss the ways ethnic groups are portrayed in film and video. What are the limits of ethnic comedy?    

    Are you surprised by the variety, diversity and intensity of opinions and positions on public policy found within and among various 
ethnic populations?        

    Student Web Site  
          www.mhcls.com/online           

   Internet References  
  Further information regarding these Web sites may be found in this book’s preface or online.

       Africa News Online     
      http://www.africanews.org      

       Cultural Survival     
      http://www.culturalsurvival.org      

       The North-South Institute     
      http://www.nsi-ins.ca/ensi/index.html      

       Order Sons of Italy in America     
      http://www.osia.org      

       The National Italian American Foundation     
      http://www.niaf.org      

       The Chicago Jewish News Online     
      http://www.chicagojewishnews.org      

       Polish American Congress     
      http://www.polamcon.org      

       Polish American Journal     
      http://www.polamjournal.com      
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    M   editerranean and eastern European immigrants entered an indus-

trializing economy that required their labor, much like plantation produc-

tion in an earlier period required the indentured servant and the slave. 

But they also met a cultural and political climate of potent challenges 

and denials of their integrity, religious traditions, and existence. 

  Ethnicity in America for these immigrants became a complex of iden-

tifications and loyalties that included sentimental attachment to home 

village, region, or nation; a certain religious affiliation; and the notion of 

being part of a distinct religious culture. But immigration and their eth-

nicity in America included loyalty to America and an identification with 

a particular city, district, or neighborhood in which they settled, mem-

bership in the local ethnic community and its institutional expressions, 

and often a sense of belonging to a certain class or distinct occupation. 

Thus ethnicity was essentially a local identity. The relative saliency of its 

components and each of these elements of ethnic and religious identity 

changed under the impact of events and with the passing generations. 

The emergence of interest in retracing the pathways of these immi-

grant groups and assessing their participation in intergroup relations in 

America are topics of many scholarly disciplines. The inclusion of the fol-

lowing articles is but a peek behind the curtain of this neglected dimen-

sion of race and ethnic relations in America.  

  The massive migration of peoples during the past 40 years, which 

has included significantly large Mediterranean and eastern European 

populations, has re-engaged the immigrant factor in American politics 

and the ethnic factor among all Americans. Should ethnic populations be 

denied their distinctiveness through absorption into the mass or can their 

distinctiveness accompany them into mainstream modern American 

identities? This is the pivotal issue of American pluralism.  

  Not surprisingly most Americans, but especially the children and 

grandchildren of immigrants, in the process of becoming more con-

scious of the limiting effects of race in America, began to discover their 

ethnicity and became increasingly knowledgeable of the roots of their 

ethnic identities and curious about the group and personal identity that 

are interwoven in the construction of a pluralistic society. This new per-

spective on personal and group identity was fashioned from necessity 

and cultivated within a fresh moral imagination grounded in the recog-

nition that human rights included the various cultural and civilization 

forms articulated throughout the world which were transplanted and 

then rearticulated in the social process that transformed American from 

its origin within the orbit of Anglo-conformity into the reluctant cosmo-

politan diversity experienced today. Immigration and new demography 

of America are defining characteristics and the stunning facts of racial 

and ethnic realities.  

  This shift in consciousness regarding race and ethnic relations 

and the technological capacity, information and data explosion pro-

duces new models and explanations of society and culture and further 

increases awareness of ethnicity and race. The accelerated search for 

explanations of diversity among and within societies falsified the claims 

and forecasts that sustained perspectives and social practices about 

society and its universal determinants derived from the Enlightenment 

and its sense of common humanity. Though differences between soci-

eties and the arrangements of economic production were observable, 

they were usually explained in terms of theories of progressive develop-

ment or of class conflict. Unlike these structural causes and determi-

nants, current social practice appears to be motivated by a new horizon 

and aspiration.  

  The enormity of the educational effort that is required as we attempt 

to move beyond the ethnocentrism and racism that bred hatred and 

destructive relationships between persons and communities is revealed 

in a number of ways. Philosophic and theological reflection on the foun-

dations of anthropological and epistemological issues associated with 

explaining human variety and the characteristics of human conscious-

ness is important in this time of national and world crisis. It is precisely at 

this intersection of social philosophy and science and its grappling with 

evil uses of power that the crucial breakthroughs in understanding are 

likely to appear.      
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