APPENDIX

D

Literary Research:  Print and Electronic Resources
The Basics

It’s a good idea to have on your desk a reliable, one-volume dictionary, such as Encarta: World English Dictionary (1999) or The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, 4th ed. (2000). Such a dictionary will give you word histories as well as definitions, and will provide information about classical myths and many historical events and figures.

Still other students log in to the online resources of their library’s reference collection, with its range of dictionaries and encyclopedias, all of which can be accessed quickly during the paper writing and research process.

Moving Ahead: Finding Sources  for Research Work

The more you gain experience as a student and writer in literature courses, the more you will want to know in-depth about reference and bibliographical works for your field. We described a number of print and electronic sources in Appendixes B and C. Here is a supplementary list and guide that will direct you to yet more resources in both print and electronic forms.

Not all of these, to be sure, will be relevant for your paper writing and research in a first-year course on literature and composition. But we hope you will see this material as a guide you can turn to when needed, whether for an assignment in a first-year course or in an intermediate or advanced course later on.

Feel free to jot down on the top or bottom of the page or in the margins the titles of other resources, in print or online, that you have found helpful when you worked on a project and that you want to remember.

And speak with a member of your library’s reference staff, who can tell you more about the print and online sources that are available to you.

Literature— Print Reference Sources

Oxford University Press has published many volumes in its Companion reference series, quite a few of them keyed to literary subjects. Each title begins with the words The Oxford Companion to ....

The series includes: African American Literature (1997), American Literature (6th ed., 1995), American Theater (2nd ed., 1992), English Language (1992), English Literature (6th ed., rev., 2000), Theater (4th ed., 1983), Twentieth-Century Literature in English (1996), Twentieth-Century Poetry in English (1994), and Women’s Writing in the United States (1995).

There are also Oxford Companion volumes for Australian Literature (2nd ed., 1994), the Bible (1993), Canadian Literature (1983), Children’s Literature (1984), Classical Literature (1989), Film (1976), German Literature (3rd ed., 1997), Irish Literature (1996), Literature in French (1995), and Spanish Literature (1978).

Cambridge University Press publishes many reference books, including its Cambridge Guide series; each title begins with the words The Cambridge Guide to....The series includes African and Caribbean Theatre (1994), American Theatre (1993), Asian Theatre (1993), Literature in English (1988), and  Theatre (1992).

See also:

The Bloomsbury Guide to Women’s Literature. Ed. Claire Buck. New York: Prentice-Hall, 1992.

Encyclopedia of Post-Colonial Literatures in English. 2 vols. Eds. Eugene Benson and L. W. Conolly. New York: Routledge, 1994.

The Feminist Companion to Literature in English: Women Writers from the Middle Ages to the Present. Eds. Virginia Blain, Isobel Grundy, and Patricia Clements. New Haven: Yale UP, 1990.

For more on the literatures of other nations:

Encyclopedia of World Literature in the Twentieth Century. Ed. Leonard S. Klein. 4 vols. New York: Continuum, 1983.

European Writers. 7 vols. Eds. George Stade and William T. Jackson. New York: Macmillan, 1983–85.

The New Guide to Modern World Literature. 4 vols. Ed. Martin Seymour-Smith. New York: Peter Bedrick, 1970; rpt. 1985.

The Penguin Companion to World Literature. 4 vols. 1969–71. This work covers American, English, European, African, Asian, and classical literature.

Other reference resources:

American National Biography. 24 vols. New York: Oxford UP, 1999.

American Women Writers: A Critical Reference Guide from Colonial Times to the Present. 4 vols. Ed. Lina Mainero. New York: Ungar, 1979–82; supplement, 1994.

Contemporary Literary Criticism. Detroit: Gale, 1973–. This series, still in progress, runs to many volumes. It includes brief biographies, plus extensive selections from reviews and critical essays.

Dictionary of American Biography. 22 vols. New York, 1928–58, with supplements published since.

Dictionary of National Biography. 22 vols. London, 1908–09, with multivolume supplements published since.

Dictionary of Literary Biography. Detroit: Gale, 1978–. Many volumes, series in progress. Detailed biographies of American, British, and foreign-language literary authors, as well as critics, journalists, and historians. It includes critical analysis of their writings and primary and secondary bibliographies.

The Gay and Lesbian Literary Heritage: A Reader’s Companion to the Writers and Their Works, from Antiquity to the Present. Ed. Claude J. Summers. New York: Holt, 1995. Overviews of authors and topics, with bibliographies.

The Oxford English Dictionary 2nd. ed. Oxford: Clarendon, 1989; available online and on CD-ROM. The OED defines words historically from time of first appearance, supported by quotations.

Bibliographies

For extensive bibliographical coverage (to supplement the MLA International Bibliography) in a variety of literary subjects and fields:

American Literary Scholarship. Durham, N.C.: Duke UP, 1963–. Published annually, bibliographical essays.

Annual Bibliography of English Language and Literature. Cambridge, U.K.: Modern Humanities Research Association, 1921–. Well-indexed; covers books, articles, dissertations, and pamphlets on English and American literatures.

A Guide to English and American Literature. 3rd ed. By F. W. Bateson  and Harrison T. Meserole. New York: Longman, 1976. Literary history and  bibliography.

Literary Criticism Index. 2nd ed. By Alan R. Weiner and Spencer Means. Metuchen, N.J.: Scarecrow, 1994. Indexes 85 bibliographies of literary criticism.

A Literary History of England. 2nd ed. Ed. Albert C. Baugh. New York:  Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1967. Literary history by period, with extensive (if dated) bibliographies.

Literary History of the United States. Eds. Robert E. Spiller et al. 4th ed. 2 vols. New York: Macmillan, 1974. Supplement with: Columbia Literary History of the United States. Eds. Emory Elliot et al. New York: Columbia UP, 1988. Both present historical coverage of authors, periods, and movements. The Literary History includes bibliographies; the Columbia history does not.

The New Cambridge Bibliography of English Literature. 5 vols. Cambridge, Eng.: Cambridge UP, 1969–77.

The Oxford History of English Literature. 13 vols. 1945–. Histories of literary periods, supplemented by full bibliographies.

Problems in Literary Research: A Guide to Selected Reference Works. 4th ed. By Dorothea Kehler. Lanham, Md.: Scarecrow, 1996.

A Reader’s Guide to Twentieth-Century Writers. Ed. Peter Parker. New York: Oxford UP, 1996.

A Research Guide for Undergraduate Students. By Nancy L. Baker and Nancy Huling. 5th ed. New York: MLA, 2001.

Selective Bibliography for the Study of English and American Literature. 6th ed. Eds. Richard D. Altick and Andrew Wright. New York: Macmillan, 1979. Lists bibliographies and reference works; includes a glossary of bibliographic and literary terms.

The Year’s Work in English Studies. London: Blackwell, 1921–. Bibliographical essays on studies in books and periodicals on English and American  literatures.

Note: You can locate additional dictionaries, encyclopedias, bibliographies, and reference tools by checking in the Subject category of the library catalog:

literature—dictionaries

literature—bio-bibliography

History—Reference and Bibliography Sources

The American Heritage Encyclopedia of American History. Ed. John Mack Faragher. New York: Holt, 1998. Concise entries and essays that span the pre-Columbian period through the 1990s.

America: History and Life. Santa Barbara, Calif.: ABC-Clio, 1964–. Published annually in three volumes: article abstracts and citations, index to book reviews, and bibliography.

American Historical Association Guide to Historical Literature. 2 vols. Ed. Mary Beth Norton. 3rd ed. New York: Oxford UP, 1995.

The Columbia Companion to British History. Eds. Juliet Gardiner and Neil Wenborn. New York: Columbia UP, 1997.

A Companion to American Thought. Eds. Richard Wightman Fox and James T. Kloppenberg. Cambridge, Mass.: Blackwell, 1995.

Encyclopedia of American History. 7th ed. Eds. Jeffrey B. Morris and Richard B. Morris. New York: HarperCollins, 1996.

Encyclopedia of American Social History. 3 vols. Ed. Mary Kupiec Cayton. New York: Scribner’s, 1993.

Harvard Guide to American History. 2 vols. Ed. Frank B. Freidel. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard UP, 1980.

The Oxford Companion to British History. Ed. John Cannon. New York: Oxford UP, 1997.

The Oxford Companion to United States History. Ed. Paul S. Boyer. New York: Oxford UP, 2001.

The Reader’s Companion to American History. Eds. Eric Foner and John A. Garraty. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1991.

World Wide Web Sites for History:

Library of Congress Home Page <http://www.loc.gov/>. Includes the site American Memory, a treasury of documents, photographs, works of art, films, and sound recordings.

Organization of American Historians <http://www.oah.org/>. Includes an excellent, up-to-date list of Web sites for historians.

The Smithsonian Institution Home Page <http://www.si.edu/>.

Note: Both Books in Print (New York: Bowker, 1948–) and the Subject Guide to Books in Print (New York: Bowker, 1957–) can be helpful in locating new books on the subject of your research.

What Does Your Own  Institution Offer?

We’ll mention again that many colleges and universities now offer as part of their resources for research a wide range of electronic materials and databases. At Wellesley College, for example, the library offers a detailed list of research  resources, and there is another listing arranged according to department and interdisciplinary program. Some of these are open or free sites, available to anyone with a connection to the WWW. But others are by “subscription only,” which means that only members of this academic community can access them.

Sign up for a library tutorial at your own school, and browse in and examine both the library’s home page and the online catalog’s options and directories.

One of the best research sites, to which many libraries subscribe, is the FirstSearch commercial database service.

FirstSearch enables you to find books, articles, theses, films, computer software, and other types of material for just about any field, subject, or topic. Its categories include:

Arts & Humanities

Business & Economics

Conferences & Proceedings

Consumer Affairs & People

Education

Engineering & Technology

General & Reference

General Science

Life Sciences

Medicine & Health

News & Current Events

Public Affairs & Law

Social Sciences

Within these categories, you will find a number of useful databases and resources. Make your “search” as focused as possible: Look for materials that bear on the topic that you are writing about, and, even more, that show a connection to the thesis that you are working to develop and demonstrate. Learn from what you find, but approach it critically: Is this source a good one? What are its strengths, and what are (or might be) its limitations? Keep in mind too that you engage in the process of selecting good sources in order to strengthen your topic and thesis. The quotations you give from the sources are there to support your ideas and insights. Above all your reader is interested in what you have to say.
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- A Rule for Writers:

A good choice of secondary sources can help you to develop your analysis of a literary work, but remember that it is your point of view that counts. Use sources to help present your own interpretation more effectively.
