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After the launch of Sputnik and the publicity surrounding it, the Eisenhower administration moved
quickly to create an American civilian space agency. The National Advisory Committee for Aero-
nautics (NACA) was too small for the task, however, so the White House decided that a new agency,
with the NACA as its core, but also including rocket and space engineers involved in various
defense programs, was needed. On March 5, 1958, President Eisenhower approved a final memo-
randum ordering the Bureau of Budget to draft a space bill immediately. It was ready three weeks
later and was sent to Congress on April 2. Senator Lyndon B. Johnson had much influence on the
form of the final bill, which was passed after lengthy congressional deliberations. In particular,
Congress added to the administration bill a requirement for a National Aeronautics and Space
Council as a presidential-level policy coordinating board.
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II. IR, 12575—3

{d) It shall be the function of the Council to advise the President
with respect to the performance of the duties prescribed in subsection
(e) of this section.

(e) In conformity with the provisions of section 102 of this Act, it
shall be the duty of the President to—

(1) survey all significant aeronautical and space activities, in-
cluding the policies, plans, programs, and accomplishments of
all agencies of the United States engaged in such activities;

(2) develop a comprehensive program of aeronautical and
space activities to be conducted by agencies of the United States;

(3) designate and fix responsibility for the direction of major
aeronautical and space activities; .

(4) provide for effective cooperation between the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration and the Department of
Defense in all such activities, and specify which of such activities
may be carried on concurrently by both such agencies notwith-
standing the assignment of primary respousibility therefor to one
or the other of such agencies; and

(5) resolve differences arising among departments and agencies
of the United States with respect to acronautical and space activ-
ities under this Act, including differences as to whether a partic-
ular project is an aeronautical and space activity.

(f) The Council may ems)loy a stafl to be headed by a civilian
executive secretary who shall be appointed by the President by and
with the advice and consent of the éenate and shall receive compen-
sation at the rate of $20,000 a year. The executive secretary, subject
to the direction of the Council, is authorized to appoint and fix the
compensation of such personnel, including not mors than three persons
who may be appointed without regard to the civil service laws or the
Classification Act of 1949 and compensated at the rate of not more
than $19,000 a year, ns may be necessary to perform such duties as may
be prescribed by the Council in connection with the performance of
its functions. éach appointment under this subsection shall be sub-
ject to the same security requirements as those established for person-
nel of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration appointed
under section 203 (b) (2) of this Act.

) Members of the Council appointed from private life under sub-
section (a) (7) may be compensated at a rate not to exceed $100 per
diem, and may be paid travel expenses and per diem in lieu of sub-
gistence in accordance with the provisions of section 5 of the Admin-
istrative Expenses Act of 1946 (5 U. S. C. 73b-2) relating to persons
serving without compensation.

NATIONAL AERONAMUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION

Sec. 202. (a) There is hereby established the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (hereinafter called the “Administration”).
The Administration shall be headed by un Administrator, who shall
be appointed from civilian life by the President by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, and shall receive compensation at
the rute of $22,500 per annum. Under the supervision and direction
of the President, the Administrator shall be vesponsible for the exer-
cise of all powers and the discharge of all duties of the Administration,
211“1 Sll;l.ﬂ have authority and control over all personnel and activities

rereof.

(b) There shall be in the Administration a Deputy Administrator,
who shall be appointed from civilian life by the President by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate, shall receive compensation at the
rate of $21,500 per annum, und shall perform such duties and exercise
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. R. 12575—5

(4) to accept unconditional gifts or donations of services,
money, or property, real, personal, or mixed, tangible or
intangible;

(5) without regard to section 3648 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended (31 U. S. C. 529), to enter into and perform such con-
tracts, leases, cool;emtive agreements, or other transactions as may
be necessary in the conduct of its work and on such terms as 1t
nmay deem appropriate, with any agency or instrumentality of
the United States, or with any State, Territory, or possession, or
with any political subdivision thereof, or with any person, firm,
association, corporation, or educational institution. To the maxi-
mum extent practicable and consistent with the accomplishment of
the purpose of this Act, such contracts, leases, agreements, and
other transoctions shall be allocated by the Administrator in a
manner which will enable small-business concerns to participate
equitably and proportionately in the conduct of the work of the
Administration;

(6) to use, with their consent, the services, equipment, personnel,
and facilities of Federal and other agencies with or without reim-
bursement, and on a similar basis to cooperate with other public
and private agencies and instrumentalities in the use of services,
equipment, and facilities. Each department and agency of the
Federal Government shall cooperate fully with the Administra-
tion in making its services, equipment, personnel, and facilities
available to the Administration, and any such department or
agency is authorized, notwithstandin% any other provision of law,
to transfer to or to receive fromn the Administration, without reim-
bursement, aeronautical and space vehicles, and supplies and
equipment other than administrative supplies or equipment;

(7) toappoint such advisory committees as may be appropriate
for purposes of consultation and advice to the Administration in
the performance of its functions;

58) to establish within the Administration such offices and pro-
cedures as may be appropriate to provide for the greatest possible
coordination of its activities under this Act with related scientific
and otheractivities being carried on by other public and private
agencies and organizations;

(9) to obtain services as authorized by section 15 of the Act of
August 2, 1946 (5 U. S. C. 55a), at rates not to exceed $100 per
diemn for individuals;

(10) when determined by the Administrator to be necessary,
and subject to such security investigations as he may determine
to be appropriate, to employ aliens without regard to statutory
provisions prohibiting payment of compensation to aliens;

(11) to employ retired commissioned officers of the armed
forces of the United States and compensate them at the rate estab-
lished for the positions occupied by them within the Administra-
tion, subject only to the limitations in pay set forth in section 212
of the Act of June 30, 1932, as amended (5 U. S. C. 59a) ;

(12) with the approval of the President, to enter into coopera-
tive agreements under which members of the Army, Navy, Air
Force, aud Marine Corps may be detaniled by the appropriate
Secretary for services in the performance of functions under this
Act to the same extent as that to which they might be luwfully
assigned in the Department of Defense; and ]

(13) (A) to consider, ascertain, adjust, determine, settle, and
pay, on behalf of the United States, in full satisfaction thereof,
any claim for $5,000 or less against the United States for bodily
injury, death, or damage to or loss of real or personal property
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H. R. 12575—13

APPROPRIATIONS

Sec. 307. (a) There are hereby authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary to carry out this Act, except that nothing in
this Act shall authorize the appropriation of any ainount for (1) the
acquisition or condemnation of any real property, or (2) any other
item of a capital nature ssuch as plaut or facility acquisition, con.
gtruction, or expansion) which exceeds $250,000. Sums appropriated
pursuant to this subsection for the construction of facilities, or
for research and development activities, shall remain available until
expended.

(b) Any funds appropriated for the construction of facilities may
be used for emergency repairs of existing facilities when such existing
{acilities are made ino| tive by major breakdown, accident, or other
circumstances and such repairs are deemed by the Administrator to
be of greater urgency than the constrygtion of new facilities.

s
APPROVED Vics President of the United States and
JUL 2 71953 President of the Senate.




