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Document 7

Title: “Main Problems in the Senate Bill Establishing a Federal Space Agency,” 
July 7, 1958.

Source: Ann Whitman File, Dwight D. Eisenhower Diary Series, Eisenhower Library, 
Abilene, Kansas.

During the evening of July 7, 1958, President Eisenhower met with Senate Majority Leader Ly n d o n
B. Johnson to discuss the legislation to create a national space agency. Bryce Harlow, a congre s s i o n a l
liaison aide to Eisenhower who handled defense and space issues, is thought to have drafted this
memorandum to pre p a re Eisenhower for his meeting with Johnson. Ann Whitman was Eisenhower’s
personal secre t a ry. The notation on the upper right hand corner of the first page probably refers to an
u n related meeting that Eisenhower had earlier in the day with Senator Harry Byrd of Vi rg i n i a .
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