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An initial assignment for the Pre s i d e n t ’s Science Advisory Committee, which was formed in the
a f t e rmath of the launches of Sputniks I and II, was to assess the appropriate direction and pace for
the U.S. space program. This committee focused heavily on the scientific aspects of the space pro-
gram. With President Eisenhower’s endorsement, on March 26, 1958, the committee released a
re p o rt outlining the importance of space activities, but it recommended a cautiously measured pace.
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