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The Soviets had orbited Sputnik I four months prior to the meeting recorded by Minnich. By this
time, it was all but certain that a new space agency would be created; however, its responsibili-
ties, form, and location were still undecided. The question of the military or civilian character of
a new agency was discussed in a regularly scheduled meeting among President Eisenhower, Vice
President Richard Nixon, other White House officials, and Republican leaders in Congress. The
issue was raised in response to the impending reorganization of the Department of Defense, which
was necessitated in part by the increasing sophistication and cost of weapons systems. Missiles
and other space-related hardware were responsible for a significant portion of the technological
revolution sweeping the military services at the time. At this time (February 1958), President
Eisenhower had apparently not yet decided that most of the U.S. space program should be carried
out under civilian auspices.
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LEOIBLATIVE LEADERSHIP MEELTING
Fabruary 4, 1938
SUFPLEMEMTARY HOTER

Fostal Rutes dad Pay = In n long Hecussion of the sitgation coacorn-

ing postal laglaletion, Gax, Carleos cautinoed againet trying tn coupls

$n ouw bl both the raie inorasen end phy ¥oina, I that wars done, ba
puid, tha opposition might write 1u & much largsr pay increses than

war progar; sod thei oopld ba vary mobarrassiag to the Prawvident.

Ths Prawidsnt anid he woold not ha smberzassed, Oo ths contrary, b=y
wodld ha most comoarasd mwmﬂﬂl Rapobicsn Furty woold loo f
ke,

N

P,L, 480 -~ Eyn. DMrkaso polngted cut the intarest of & »omber of farme
finta Sanaters io heving odgeis-othar thin Ajpdeaitre’y aharged with
the conty of oerin doge doos uodar the P, L, 48 program. BSacratary
Henaon wan 'y anwions o bave this dozs, aad cited figeras fwkioh

Ar, Magriars, Burwen of the Budgst, mmedistely qguastioasd] pretending
o show that saly (G of tha P. L., 440 proossds want to Agricolivra.
Much of 1t sbowdd ba chargad, ba snid, to the Mutosl sonrity prograr.
The Sraxident wwked {0 1 qudck raport of s¢ourate sitistlos, and also
poloied tut 1o Sec, Banaon thit 'whors wa sold produsnta below the mariat
priot, & lons occurred which ix direciy chargeahls to Agriculidres,

Mﬁmﬂ'—“ = A guusiicn was reived s 1o whathar & new Space
Agtany ba net gy within Depextment of Defanse (a8 provided in

thy parding Dafsnas apprapriation Mil), or by §st up ns an iodopendent
agtony, ThEs Prasident's fnelng was assentlally & danirs to avold dopii=
chlitm, 1ad prinviey far tha presont would ssem to rest with Dalanea
temnaw of jaramountcy af dsfsxss aspacts. Howawar, the Prosifant
thoaght kot in regazd t0 ndg-military sepacts, Deieran conld be the
vparatiooal agent, takiog orders from snme oomemllitery scleatific
Froup:  The Natuoal Bolenca Foundetden, for Instancs, should oet ba
ranixittnd in Aoy way in iin paacefol roassarck,

Dr. Killizs had somns resoryitions an to the relutive lntarent amd activity
uf militsr'y va, peacafol arpecty, o did the Vica Prasident who thoaght
oo posture hofore the world vauld be bettar if wonsmilitary rasanrch

io onter space ware oarriel forenrd by an kgncy sotiraly sepvais

Irum the millmry,

Thare was soms dHacussloc of ®e prospact of & lanar proba, Dr, Xdllen
thoaght this tight ha next on the list of Bussian afforts, Hy bid soma
diiht na ta whather tha Doited 3tutes yhovld ne this lnte dute sftempt to
Frers A lopar peoha, hot tha quastica woald be folly canvenswd by tha
Bolance Mﬂ-wr Coomreitss in the brood sorvsy it had sndsrwuy.

Dr. Xillinn ihnull.t the U.5, might do & bymar proba in F960, or perbape

., Eat to it on R orask program by 1999, Bsn. Balisceiall bad heard,
hn--;:.-, that it '::l.'l.ﬂlt avtg b aecomplinhed in 1058, f prassed bard
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Dr. Xillian ootlinaed for the Losdersadp the varloge plases of funrs
dawslopmavt [alang the lows of tha subsequent press releass Hating
proj¢cis fo the "sapa", ‘later, ! aod "much latercategorian, )

Sen, Knowland complained about having to gut his Informaticn ehaut Spaca
réndhrch from the Damsernto Banator from Woakingtih [Jackeon) - which
wan just an bad as hnving to lsasn from Mr, Spniagive koTihing thers was
ta Jnsw abdot the Adr Foreas,

The Prasidant was frmly of the opinion that & roles of reancn had to ba

wpplind to thase Bpace prolacts -= that w4 oldo't poor malimited funds

inte thand 408ily projects whazs thoars % aoithing of savly valow to the

Nation's wecurity, Ho reotlled the graat affort he had made far the

Atoxde Fasoa Shiz bal Congrass wirdld oot dothorise 1t, svéo though in

hin opdalop 3t wonld bays basn & vy worthwhdla nrgject. (1;’\
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Anf in tha praseat sitoatfon, the Fresldeaom muasd, is would rather have .ill i
v godd Radutons thau be abla to it the ioooa, for wa difdn'é bave any W
soalas on tho moaml -

bax. Enawland nressed the qpeastion of horryiog alang with & booar proba,
becansa of the prychaloglenl factor. 1w racelisd the greatl impact of
Hpuinik, which sazmad to ety the impact of sgr large mutoal ssooz ity
program. I wa ars dlaes anoogh ko dolog & probe, he sald, we shoold
prosn it, Thé FPrasidect thonght it might he OF to po abesd witd 1t if

it oongld by accomplivbed with some misasile airsady devalapad or nsarly
rwady, Tt he dudp't waot to Jurt Fosb fobe an slleogt sffort oo anch ome of
thass possible plamor perfvrmanceas withont & foll appracistion of theis
groat cont, Alng, therw wonld kays o ba & sl Mtyroiokdon of what
apncr woald kava the responsdbiHiy,

The Vice Pranident revertad to the idws of astdeg up » scparats agpacy
for Mpalippfol" resenrch projecks, for the milimry wonld be detaxced
rom ikings thai bad no aflltary vaioe o sight. The Prasident thought
Dafanse wozld insvitably ba involved sints it prasently hed oll the hard.
wure, aod he dd aot want fuvther doplicasdion, He did oot pracluds beviog
svaraly & graat Deperiment of Bpaaa,

Pranidevtisl L’lﬂma‘_z legilaton = Whan Séo. Dizkssm ootad that &
geod pupy propasils wers doatng nrovnd the Seoata, the Fresideot Te-
ehlled chat My, Eaybmon bad aadd that for his monay there would navar
ba & B,

Tha Frowdent waot oo to aay thet he hed bear working with tha Vica
Pravideat on tha maier. Of eaorss, thera wenld savéy bw Say redpon

for dangyeermemt batwaan thien om thin, Ent it sevmed dealesble o

wark it emt ln tha bant luticents of tha dtunicy ~~ oo & pRFSoal basde,

In addiion, tha Prasidect rontiowed # wend somathing oo the stetute boak,

Mr. Rogara pignrnaatad on cue praponsl oo which ha wan comaolind. It

providad for an J-men Commiasion, ipoluding ths Vite Presidant, Spaskar,
Majority snd Minscity Landars, Mr, Rozers said be bad had e aomment
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that thin whs 2learly mnmastirotions) unlaws dons ae u Goaatlationsl

umendnict, He Jlda’t think it n desivabla change sings it wgdld transfer
Fower Ixom tha Kxsigtiva ta the Daginiators,

Ly ﬁ Minnjch, Je,
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