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The Soviets had orbited Sputnik I four months prior to the meeting re c o rded by Minnich. By this
time, it was all but certain that a new space agency would be created; however, its re s p o n s i b i l i-
ties, form, and location were still undecided. The question of the military or civilian character of
a new agency was discussed in a regularly scheduled meeting among President Eisenhower, Vi c e
P resident Richard Nixon, other White House officials, and Republican leaders in Congress. The
issue was raised in response to the impending re o rganization of the Department of Defense, which
was necessitated in part by the increasing sophistication and cost of weapons systems. Missiles
and other space-related hard w a re were responsible for a significant portion of the technological
revolution sweeping the military services at the time. At this time (Febru a ry 1958), Pre s i d e n t
Eisenhower had apparently not yet decided that most of the U.S. space program should be carr i e d
out under civilian auspices.
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