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Less than two weeks after the launch of Sputnik I, the United States Information Agency conducted
an informal analysis of public opinion on this subject. The analysis yielded four clear conclusions:
(1) Soviet claims of scientific and technological superiority were widely accepted in the United
States; (2) U.S. allies were concerned about a shift in the balance of military power; (3) the overall
credibility of Soviet propaganda was greatly strengthened; and (4) American prestige was dealt a
severe blow. The report also concluded that the near-hysteria in the United States in turn increased
the level of concern in countries friendly to the United States.
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