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Introduction

The concept of landing military forces wia airbarne
methods, as we shall see, is not a new one. On the other hand,
the thought behind the concept has only within recent times been
proven to be of sound military value, that is, proven under actual
gombat conditions. Although other nations had experimented with
parachute landing of combat torces prior to the beginning of the
Second World War, |t remained for the German Fallschirmjager
{paratroopers) io establish the military precedent and total
practicability of this unique methed of troop deployment on the
battiefield. It |5 due to their efforts and in particular those
extended by General Student, who commanded all German
parachute forces during WW |l, that the concept was proven in
fact, and accepted for a valuable military tool,

Cpposition on various levels within the organizational
structure of the German Wehrmacht had to be overcome before
final acceptance would be achieved. General Student's ideas
concerning the development and impending service use of his
parachutists are, in general, closely akin to those put forth by
General Guderlan when the |latter prepared the groundwork for the
future German panzer forces of WW Il (see Sqguadron/Signal
Publications TIGERS IN ACTION). In each case the fullest
applications, as outlined by the creators, were not carried out.
One can but wonder, if these |eaders had been allowed a greater
degree of freedom governing their charges, what the: final outcome
of the Second World War could have been,

In the case of the Fallschirmjagers, their greatest triumph,

the aerial conquest of the island of Crete, was shortly to be
eclipsed by their own decline |n operations as an air dropped or air
landed force. Curiously, however, while their designed operational
function diminished in scope, their numerical strength was
increased beyond that with which they had entered the conflict of
WW Il. The decline In Intended operations came nol as a result of
thelr actions, any lack of aggressiveness or even through the
substantial losses which they suffered during the battle of Crete,
although this last point did enter into considerations. Rather, their
demise came as an around the corner order of the German
Cammander-in-Chief, Adolf Hitler. Shertly after the Crete
campaign, Hitler spoke with General Student and advised him that
based on my judice, the element of surprise had been exhausted,
therefore the days of the paratroopers were over, there would be
no further airborne drops. Hitler presisted in this view point until
such time as the Allies had demonstrated conclusively that the
day of the paratrooper had indeed not passed. Such a quirk of
fatel German airborne demonstrations in Holland, Greece and
especially Craete, had been the guiding light for the Allies ta build
and develop their own airborne forces.

Immediately, Hitler demanded the expansion of the
Fallschirm arm and though the expansion of the force could be
undertaken, the day of the Garman paratrooper, with the exception
of small, minor air landings, had been expended. The overall war
situation had drastically changed by 1943 and the balance of
power no longer lay with German arms. By the end of the war a
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Complete training of German paratroopers, due to the
nature of the mission(s) assigned to them, included that
for ground operations as an infantryman and for landing
from the air. Hours of practicing the proper exiting of the
transport aircraft by means of static luselages, or as here a
doorway mock-up, instilled contidence in the traines.

ARMY PARACHUTIST AIRFORCE PARACHUT

Atfter completion of the initial phases of basic training
which ingluded technigques of landing, handling the
parachute harness, parachute packing and exiting
methods, these trainees prepare for their first jump from an
aircralt. Rubber knee pads and the padded Falischirmjager
helmet are in place as they buckle on the parachute
harness. Elbow pads and gauntlets will be added later
Both the early jump smock, the step in model, and the
later snap fastening model in camouflage pattern, are
viewed.
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Waiting for their turn, this group of students observes
the descent of a prior group. The purpose of the close
fitting jump smock about the thighs, afforded either by
the tailored model or the snap fastenings, is to prevent
the smock from “ballooning” during the air drop.
Trousers are bloused into the top of the front laced jump
boot. An earlier model of the jump boot laced up the
side.

FALLSCHIRMSCHULE

STENDAL

Normal jump height for German paratroopers, about 400
feet - approximately that which is being flown by the Ju
52 in the center of the photo, allowed for a quick descent
and as such reduced the amount of time during which
they were exposed to enemy ground fire Cropping at
such a low altitude required a chute which would open
automatically via a static-line. The first such parachute,
Model RZ 1, had been followed in service by the
improved HZ 16 and later the RZ 36, the latter model
viewead here




1
LY o [l

= s M L = - u . I Eelt
' e T e L e ol PSR

General Student's airborne command included not only the facilities for
training his personnel in the proper jump methods but also included the
support units necessary to this end such as the transport air groups. At the
beginning of the war, six air transport groups, each equipped with 52 Ju 52's
were an organic part of 7. Fliegerdivision. The troop carrying capability of the
vanerable “Tante Ju" was 12 to 168 fully equipped men. Eleven of these
paratroopers, led by their jumpmaster, walk to their aircraft prior to a practice
jump,

Boarding the Ju 52 required both hands. The static line of the parachute is
carried in the mouth so as to not foul when entering. The wing/bar insignia of
rank indicates that the second man in line is an Oberleutnant (1st Lieutenant).
During the first years of the paratroopers, all personnel from Private to
General were required to qualify by completing the necessary six jumps.
During the late war years, conditions circumvented this qualification.
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On the jumpmaster's command, “Fertig zum
Sprung” (Ready to Jump), the jumpers stand to the
door, having already attached their static lines.
Counting the number of static lines exposed at the
door, we find that this Unteroffizier (Sergeant),
single wing insignia of rank, will be the fifth man to
leave the aircraft.

Technological improvements in aircraft design led
many Luftwalfe first line aircraft types to be
relegated 10 second line dutles, such as training.
while bast remembered for its role as a transport,
the Junker's Ju 52 had been one of the first
Luttwalfe bombers. The Do 23, shown, had also
been among the first bomber designs employed by
the new German Air Force. Owing to difficulties,
however, it had been replaced early in its career
Jumping from this converted bomber, three stages
of parachute deployment may be seen - initial jump
pose (man directly under fuselage), chute beginning
to open and chute opened.
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Having a new weapon, such as the paratroopers, presents many
problems until such time as it can be tried under combat
conditions. Staged operations, i.e. combat exercises, help
recognize potential problem areas but lack the element of enemy
thinking and reaction. Such a case in point concerns German
parachutists jumping with their weapons. The first combat drops
which took place in Denmark/Norway and Holland, had the men
jump without their weapons, except for a pistol. Rifles and
ammunition, machine guns, etc. were packed in separate
containers dropped with the men. Becoming separated from these
containers could and did spell disaster. On Crete the same
technique had been employed and many men were lost attempting
to recover the equipment canisters. The lesson had been learned
the hard way, thereafter the troops jumped with their rifles and
submachine guns, heavier equipment and additional ammunition
still packed in the canisters.

“Fallschirmbombe”, the paratroopers equipment canister, being
recovered after a drop. These canisters were not restricted to use
only during airborne operations. Later during the war, it became
necessary to supply isolated units from the air using the
“Fallschirmbombe.”
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With the completion of their sixth practice jump, the trainee
became a fully qualified paratrooper and received his jump
certificate and awarded the Fallschirmschitzen-Abzeichen,
Farachutist’s Badge. An Army and Luftwaffe badge existed for
their respective personnel qualified for jumping. To maintain his
status, six additional jumps per year were required. From this
photograph, we can see that the German parachute is wom much
lower than Allied counterparts, static line worn over the left
shoulder. No reserve parachute is included, another difference
from British and U.5. paratroops.

The chute harness of the Fallschirmjagers differed from that of
other Lufltwaffe personnel in that the shrouds of the parachute
joined together at a point above the wearer and not at the
shoulders. This placement created a high center of gravity and
resulted in the head first dive from the airplane being necessary to
assist in absorbing the opening shock of the parachute.
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Standing at “Rest" these Fallschirmjager graduates form
one of the elite arms of the German Wehrmacht. By virtue
of the gualifications needed (0 enter parachute school and
of the training they received, each and everyone of these
men could be a noncommissioned or officer rank in a
reqular ground formation.

(Above left) While the Russians were the first to develop a
military assault glider, the Germans were the first to use
such an aircraft under actual combat conditions.
Development of the DFS 230 had been underiaken as a
means of delivering an assault from the air whereby the
troops would not be separated from their weapons and also
would be able to carry their heavier armament directly into
combal.




(Left) Norway below. A member of Leutnant von Brandis’' company
stands to the door awaiting the order to jump on Sola Air Base
outside Stavanger. At this early date in the war both the Luftwatfe
Insignia, diving eagle, and the German National insignia, black,
white, red, shield are worn on the steel helmet. After 1941 the
National insignia phased from use, leaving only the Wehrmacht
insignia on the helmet, left side.

As mentioned previously, the head first, spread eagle, position had
been found necessary to lessen the opening shock of the
parachute. A form some what similar to this is used today by Sky
Divers, sport parachute enthusiasts.

Difficulties In receiving seaborne reinforcements at Narvik.
led to Hauptmann (Captain) Walther's battalion being
dropped to assist General Dietl's 3rd Mountain Division.
This Jager receives assistance in gathering his chute from a
member of the German forces already at Narvik. Additional
drops had been planned for the Norwegian Campaign but
were called off after the complete evacuation of Allied forces
following the collapse of France in June 1840.

“WESERUBUNG?™

NARVIK

. APRIL, 1940




Allied assistance to the Norwegians consisted of two
British divisions along with French and Polish units.
Joining with the Norwegians, these forces gradually
forced General Dietl to withdraw his own forces until
promised reinforcements could be brought into play.
The town of Bjérnfjell became an important supply
base for 3rd Mountain Division, laying along the
railroad from Sweden to Narvik. Fallschrimjagers
arrive at Bjornfjell and prepare to move against
Norwegian units approaching from the north.

]

. s
Oberleutnant Fritz Becker gathers the men of his command after their
jump in the MNarvik area. Spare ammunition for their maching gun is
carried in the metal cans, rifle ammunition is carried in the bandoliers
suspended around the neck. The winter had not yet departed these far
northern reaches of Norway in May and further Iincreased the difficulties
encountered by German forces.
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Ammunition became a precious item in the Narvik
area. Although German forces held the railroad
from Bjérnfjell to Narvik. supplies could only be
moved to Hundalen by means of the railroad,
thereafter they had to be carried along the railroad
right of way the remaining 15 miles to Narvik. This
remaining section of the railroad lay exposed to
shelling by warships of the Royal Navy. The sign on
the building in the background Identifies It as the
Tourist Station at Bjernfjell. The airborne iroops
taking count of thelr ammunition supplies did not
consider this a tourist trip.

EBEN -EMAEL

MAY 10, 1940

Formed in November 1939, “Sturmabteilung Koch" had been created for the
specific task of neutralizing the Belgium fortifications on the Albert Canal, Eben
Emael. Their assault would not come via a parachute drop but rather through first
use of the DFS 230 assault glider. Sequestered on their home base of
Hildesheim, intensive training prepared them in the use of the DFS 230. The
advantage of using a glider can be derived from a close examination of this
photo. The four Unteroffiziers (Sergeants) emerge from their safely landed 230
fully equipped with MP 40 submachine guns and MG 34 ready for action. They do
not have to wait to find a weapons canister.




Disembarking their 230, the pilot leaps from the
cockpit, MP 40 in hand, followed by the glider's
gunner with the first of the glider troops emerging
from the aircralt's cpen door. Defensive armament
of the DFS 230 consisted of a single 7.92mm MG
15 mounted on the upper deck of the forward
fuselage, viewed directly behind the open cockpit
canopy. The flexible mount of the MG 15 allow it
to supply supperting fire for the occupants of the
230 and could be removed to join in an assault.
Later two MG 34's could be affixed to the nose of
the glider for increased firepower.

Full size mock-ups of the Eben Emael defense
systems were devised for the complete training
program. Climbing over the cencrete and wire
emplacement, an Unteroffizier is provided covering
fire by the Feldwebel's (Technical Sergeant) MP
40. Every man in the “Sturmabteilung” had been
thoroughly trained in every phase of the Eben
Emael operation in order that he knew not only his
own duty bul others as well.

BELGIUM AND HOLLAND

Use of Garmany g airbome forces in Norway had been a
matter of urgency, tor Operation Weserubung preceeded
anly a few days an intenged British landing a! Marvik. Prior
to their gervice in Norway/!Denmark, Student had been
instructed to prepare his Division for use in the upcoming
Western Offensive, code name “Case Yellow." the attack
against France, Stucent felt 1hat {heir premisr in
Scandinavia would betrzy some of thsir surprise element
and alert the Allles to possible {ulure airborne actions. Any
objections which he could raise had to tempered, for the
OKW. Oberkommando der Wehrmacht - Armed Forces High
Command, stll held some doubts concerning the
pxploitation ol this pew weapon.

During the winter months of 1933-40 and inta the
Spring of 1940, British and French forces lay [mstallec in
and aboul the Maginot Lire A irontal assault on thess
impressive defensive works, the finest conceived Dy man at
ihat time, could only spell disaster for the atiacker, LUllgg
into a sense of security by this fact, the Allies werg aoout to
be awakened from their long winter sleep. German plans cid
nct consider a strong frontal attack as the path 10 France,
Rather, as had happened in 1214, a flanking move woud
apen the maglc gate. The attack plan, as adopted, called for




a oroader version ¢f the von Schlleffen Fiar used in 1941, Baiglum and Luxembourg
would again be avenues of approach. To farestall any possibility of restricied fiow of
men 2nd material through these btwo countries; as had occured in 1814, Halland had
become a targel 35 weil.

Operating a5 a part ¢f Army Group B [Generaloberst wvon Bock), 6th ‘Army
\Generaloberst von Reichenad) had been assigned the task of forcing a crossing of the
Maas river, panetrate Belglan defenzes tocwards Tirlemont and isolate the tortified area
around Lueitich (Liege). One of the keypoint Belgian defenses, Fortress Eben Emasl
an tnz Albent Canal, and bridges over the canal itself, would have to De taken to
insJ e tne rapicd complelon of B1h Army's mizsion.

MNeutralization of Eben Emasl and securing the bridge crossings had been
sntrusted to a special parachute wnit, about battalion sirergth, organized for this
purpose, "“Sturmabteilung Koch", "Assaull Group Koch” From ifs format|an in
November 1939, stricl security measures were employed to protect anc keep secret
the exlsiance of this grouip. The groug hag been all but totally cut off from the ocutside
werld, ne |gave being granted and zirict mail censorship imposed. Training occupied
their full time, evary man knew nat anly his own job but the others as well.

Eben Emael had besrn well designed to resist ground assault and offer
protecticr to.the bridges 7omm and 120mm guns in armored rotating cupclas, B0mm
anti-lank guns and neavy machine qun emplacements and the abi'ity of the 1200 man
garrison to move from sectlion to secticn oy way of underground tunnels wou'd sgem
to have taken evary contingency into account. Eben Emael can be likenad ta Hitler's
“Feswung Europe,’” with very strong walls but no roof, that fatal 1'aw that doomed the
3rd Feich 182!t would be proved Ir 1840, While the bridges would be less cefensible
pravisions had beer made such that the delenders could easily destroy them by
means o7 pregarsed and emplaced cemelition gharges,

Curing the early morming hours of May 10, 1940, forty-iwo Ju 52's slcoc ready
and wailing en the airlislds of Osthelm and Butrws larhof near Cologne. 'Assault
GGroup Koch” arrived and embarked 1ot in the transpoert arcraft but in the DFS 230
gliders behind each of the Ju 52'= The paratroops would rof jump onle ineair
respective targets, ratner first use would be made ot the newly geveloped DFS 230
assau l glider; tne troops landing on t5eir abjéctive. A canvenliana' parachute jump
has the tendenagy of spreading the attacking force over @ wide area, concentration of
{he. attackars hao 10 be assured,

Captain Koch had bronen his Assault Group into four distingt efemenie, sach
with its-own specitic duty to perfform. These weare as ‘ollows:

“‘Assault Group Concrete’ (Leulnant Schacht) - secure the concrele oridge over

tne Albert Canal at Vroenhaven and hold untll arrival of Army (orges

““Agsault Group lron'" [Leutnant Schachler] - secure the bBridge at Kanne.

“Assault Group Steel'" (Oberleuinant Altmarn) - secure the steel bridge at

vaidwezelt,

“*Assault Group Granite” (Oberleutnant Witzig) - eliminate the outsr

fortif.cations of Zben Emael and hald until arrival of Army Engineer Battalion

51, Al membears of the Gramite Group were trained and experienced combat

ENginsers

By D530 hours, the 1irst.gliders of Group Steel touched down near the bridge at
Velowezell. After a furioys batlle the paratrocps siormed the bridge and removed the
demciition charges. Effcrts by the Beigians 1o retake the bridge were beaten back by
‘he Fallschirmjdgers with suppart fram elements ¢ the Luftwaffe's VIl Air Corps. Due
o Dutch forces beng able to destroy the bridges cver the Maas river, Army reliel
farces would not reach Group Stesl until the afternoon: of the next day.

Outnumbered by e Belglans, Group Concrele's attack camieg thair objeclive
and prevanted its demoliticr by & malter of a few seconds. Counterattacks ard an
altempt to destroy the struclure with artillery fire failled, the bridge remained in
German hands. The gromised Army forces srmived al 2140 hours the same cay.

The performances of Groups Steel and Concrete. unfortunately, would not te
‘epsaten by Group lron, Just 2s ther gliders were satting down, the defenders in Eban
Emael louched afl the explosive charges and cestroyed the Kanne brdge.

Witzig's Group Granite mel strong resistance from the fortress defenders.

Within ten minutes of their landing, ten positions haqg been suppressed
and with a majerity of the feorl’'s arlillery now out of acticn, the full
gquestion had rot vet been deciced. The Belglan commander, Major
Jottrand, callad down fire on his own position 1o diglcdge the Germans,
The attackers wers now forced to seek proleclicn and assume a defensive
posture, Tre battle raged throughout the day and night. At 0700 hours the
next moming, an assaull party from the Army's engineer battzlon had
fought its way 10 join the weary Para-engineers. Al noon an attack was
mounted against the remaining fortified pesitions: An hour and fifteen
minules lates, Major Jottrand and his 1200 men command surrendersg.
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The Victors of Eben Emael. Hitier persanally presented the
Knights Cross 1o the cutstanding personalities of the Eben
Emael Operation. Standing to Hitler's right is Major Koch
(pramoted for his part in the aperation) and to Koch's right
is Captain Witzig. To Hitler's left is Oberleutnant Meissner.
The variation in the first issue Luftwaffe jump smock may be
viewed here as well, Major Koch wears the pattern featuring
only a single zippered pocket on the breast, Lt. Meissners
smock has two,
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The German 18th Army had been charged with thée caplure of
Holland, thereby protecting the northern flank of the main German thrust
into France. Numerically inferior to the Dutch defenders, the complation
of this commission fay in the abllity of Student's forces being able to
secure and hold for some length of time Key bridges across the Maas and
Ahine rivers. The Dutch must nol be allowed the cppartunity to destroy

these crossings.

Excluding the airborne baitalion put to use against Eben Emael
and the bridges over the Albert Canal, the bulk of General Student’'s Tth MAY 101 1940
Division, four battalions of some 4000 men, had been reinforced for the
Cutch operations with 12,000 men of the Army's 22nd Infantry Division,
also traired In air landings. The responsibility of assailing the bridges at
Moerdijk, Dordrecht and Rotterdam had been given the paratmﬂﬁvs. They
were to also Eugp!emﬂm the landings &t thrée airfields, Valkenburg,
Ypenburg and Ockenburg, near the Hague. from which air landed
personnel were {c attempi to seize the Ministry of War, Royal Falace and
other government bulldings. Student decided to command in person the
bridge operalions Jeaving the forces engaged in the Hague under
command of the 22nd Divisional commander, Genaral-leutnant Grafl
Sponeck.

452 Ju 52's were to be used in transporiing the mass of men and
material to their cbhjactives. In the case ol trccps landing at alrfields, it
would be neceszary Tor the transports t0 ma«e several {rips belfore the full
allotment ol personnel could be brought in. Alerted 10 German airborne
tactics, evidenced in Denmark and Morway, the Dutch had prepared their
airfields to offer resistance against 2 direct air landed attack.

Hundreds upon hundreds of parachule canopies blossomed over
the Dutch countryside on the moming of May 10, 1840, The peace and
quiel of the scens had been broken some time belore by the screech of Ju
87 dive bombers and Bf 109 Fighters, scftening up ¢bjectives. Stillness
would not return for four days. Flying at 400 feet, the paratroopers had a
briaf drop to their respeclive goals. After a short but sharp fight the
highway and railway bridges over the Diep at Moerkijk fell into German
hands. Al Dordrecht, the initial gain of the bridges were lost to a Duich
counierattack; thereafter elements ol the 1st FParachute Hegiment, in
association with J3rd Battalion, 16th Infantry Regiment {landed ai
Waalhaven) would contest ownership of the tewn with Duich ftarces for
thres days. Waalhaven airlleld |ay to the south-west of the city of
HAotterdam. Seizure of this fisld by the 3rd Baltalion, 1s{ Farachute
Regiment prepared the way for the arrival of 16th Infantry Regiment anc
the subseguent taking of the Willems bridge over the river Maas. Heavy
and bitter defensive fighting took place bui the air and bridgeheads held.

Chanceas far a rapld consolidation ol German forces in the Hagus
area were {hwarted by Dutch defenses and prepared airfisid obstacies
The inabllity lo land an some of the designated fields forced many
transoorts to put down aigng side roads and |n open flelds. This action,
spreading the attacking forces, resuited in the creation of sven grealer
canfusion among the Duich defenders but aiso resulted in numerous

machines belng written off, and dissipated the German attack. Casualties e ﬁ_’:ﬁ i v S _ :
suslained during the original landings plus those incurred from stout g e Al T SR - .
resistance seriously weaksned the German forces’ offensive ability
Iregardiess, tnee Torces snd their parctrooper comiadenarms, 1ed  Men of the 7th Air Division move with their equipment to the
of the 18th Army. ' staging area for the drop on Holland. Student’s full force would be
On May 14, Jgam the Nsi-}hertam:ls surrand&r%. Tth? price ubf the involved in the Dutch operations, they had an important mission to
girgome victory had been small in comparisern o the total number ¢ ¢ { ; - ;
personnel involved, only 180 killed. There had been one important perform. Discounting Koch's detachment, which number slightly
casualty though, General Student himself. Thres hours after the cease-fire less than a battalion, four battalions of some 4000 men would
i Hﬂ"?;gﬂT- Stmd&”‘dhﬂtd asich ﬁfii'fﬂ”‘flwﬁf;adﬂgﬁf RS0y Riiat as ha drop on Holland. To supplement the air landings 12,000 men of
attemp a stop a detachment from Le ndarie Ado er firing a At ;
upon a group of surrendering Dutch who were bringing their arms to a the Army’s 22nd Infantry Division would aisc be used in the
collection point. airborne phase of the capture of Holland.
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In an almost carbon copy manner as that
employed in Denmark/Norway, men of the 7th Air
Division descend on Holland. General Student had
been afraid that use of his parachutists in the
north might disclose some of their tactics. In fact,
the Dutch had taken a lesson from the air
operations in Denmark/Norway and had prepared
their airfields to resist just such an attack.
Intermixed with jump force personnel can be seen
their weapons and equipment canisters.

This MG 34 mounted on a tripod, serves in the role
of a heavy machine gun. The various companents
of the weapon have beéen gathered from the
weapon canisters and assembled. The machine
crew rapidly gathers additional supplies of
ammunition and will provide defensive fire for the
air dropping zone.
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mrwﬂ Seizure of the airfield at Waalhaven had been
~ accomplished by members of the 3rd Battalion, 1st
BAY - | Parachute Regiment dropped right onto the field itself.

Thereafter, elements of the 16th Infantry Regiment
landed and proceeded to their objective, the Willems
bridge over the river Maas. The fight for this bridge
became such that no living thing would cross it for
almost five days. In the meantime, members of both
these units were also engaged in fighting for the town
of Dordrecht, the bridges there having been retaken Dy
Duich forces. As indicated by the road sign on the
right, these members of the 1st Parachute Hegiment
and 16th Infantry Regiment are very near 1o Dboth
battles.

L1
4

(right) Awards befell the victors of Holland,
again presented by Hitler. By the conclusicn of WW I,
the Fallschirmtruppe would be presented with 201
Knights Crosses, 27 Oak Leaves 10 Knights Cross, 7
Sswords and one Diamonds Award. General Ramcke
received the Diamonds Award on September 18, 1944
for his defense of the city of Brest
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(Above right) Falischirmjager of the Ill. Battalion
Fallschirmjager Regiment | (!l Bat. FJR |) escorting a
group of Dutch infantry men intc captivity. Rotterdam,
May 11, 1940.
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Heavier weapons, such as this 3.7cm anti-tank gun,
could not be parachuted. Their appearance in batlle
depended upon the ability of the German forces being
able to secure a suiiable landing field where additional
troops, supplies and weapons of a heavier nature could
be brought in via transport aircraft. Stubborn Dutch
resistance had denied free access to the airfields in the
Hague area, |leaving only Waalhaven for total German
use. At ane time during the battle for Rotterdam, upon
order of Student who was personally directing his
forces, the defending German forces at Waalhaven were
ordered to another sector leaving the base undefended.
This gamble paid off, the Dutch did not counterattack.
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A notable member of the Fallschirmtruppe was Max
Schmeling, former heavyweight boxing champion of
the world. Schmeling, shown here during a winter
training exercise, jumped on Crete as part of the 3rd
Parachute Regiment. Clearly shown in the photo is the
side lace jump boots.
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The fact that a former world champion boxer served in the Garman
Wehrmacht did not escape the atiention of Dr. Goebbels' propaganda
machine. Schmeling appeared in many of the German wartime
publications, even being featured on the cover of “Signa!" magazine on
one occasion. The Unteroffizier accompanying this group of
Fallschirmjagers is himself a paratrooper, indicated by the Parachutists
Badge, worn on his left pocket and the Flying Personnel specialiy
padge worn on the left sieeve.

Airborne troops await the word to board their transports. Each of the
men's parachutes have been carefully packed by its owner, once mare
teaching the individual to rely on his own abilities. The Ju 52 in the
background belongs to |./KGzbV 1.
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KRETA

MAY 20, 1941

In Saptember 1240 General Student nad recovered from his wounds and
been returned te dutly, The overall aititude of the Hich Command had changed
considerably during his absence. The ad hoc mirborre corps which he had
commanded in Holland/Belgium had been formalized becoming Fliegerkorps XI.
Expansion and training continued such thal Fliegerdivision 7 comprigsed three full
regiments with a full assortment of support and administrative units atlached.
Also formed under corp froops was a training or demonstration regiment who
would be capable of gaing intc combal either by parachute or glider means.
Filling aut 11th Air Corpe complement of forces, 22nd Infantry Division remained
on detached service from the Army under Stucent's confrol.

The cancallation of plans for the invasion of Erngland, Operatian Sea Lion,
so0n focussed sttention towards the sast and Russia. Hitler's overall plans for
Operation Barbarossa were disrupted oy the movement of italian forces intc
Greece in October 1940. Mussalinl had decided to gain a share of the glory on his
own. In so doing, German involvemen: became necessary when the Halian attack
faltered anc verged on collapse. A portion of the rescue forces senl 1o Greece
inciuded Znd Fallschirmjager Regiment under command of Colonal Sturm.

Cn April 25, 1841, st and 2nd Battaliens, 2 Parachute Regiments along
with an engineer platoon and z medica! company, took off from Larissa with the
abjective of attacking the bridge over the Corinth canal and thereby cutting off
the Eritish line of withdrawal to the Peloponnesus. After a brief fight, the bridge
lay in German control only to be destroyed when a lucky strike by a Brifish
anti-aircrall round detonated the explosives placed on the Gridge. Quick work an
the part of the Para-engineers scon had a temporary crossing In place by the {ime
of the arrival of the first panzer forces Had this strike besn made but two days
carlier, It |5 pessible that the entire British force could have beer ol off.

The island of Crete is the fifth largest in the Medilerranean. From 2
military vigw, the island dominates the eastern portion of the Mediterrangan
being 60 miles from Gresce snd 350 miles from Egypt. The British had secured
the |sland after the Italian invasion of Gresce. |t had been their Intention 1o
garrison 1he island and use it as a major supply base. In British hands, the island
continually represented a serious (hreai to the Rumanian oil fields, within range
of EAF bombars, vital to the German war elfort and exposed ihe scuthem flank of
the forces zbout to invade Russia. Some of the British and Greek forces
withdrawn from the Greek mainiand were used to strengthen those treops aiready
presant on the island.

On Apri| 2C, Student submitted a plan of attack for the alrborne occupaticn
of Crete to Goring. Al about the same time, the Army High Command had
prepared an assaull plan for use against Malta, an equally important position,
Hitler had the liral decisicn i the matler anc in Funrer Order No, 28, dated April
25, 1941, the objective was stated as follows:

“Tne oecupation of the Island of Crete, as a base for the conduct of war

against england by air in the Eastern Mediterranean, is to be prepared.”
Oparation Merkur (Mercury) had been born

As a part ¢f the above directive, the Commander-in-Chial of tha Lultwalfe
assumad control of the operation, under his command the commander-in-chiel
Fourthh Alr Fleet (Generalcberst Loehr) was to conduct the operation. Only the
forces of 11th Air Corps were to be used and the operation must lake place
during May - no {urther delays could be tolerated in Operation Barbarossa.

Some 600 transport aircraft had been made available for the Crete
Operation Merkur. Loss reports indicate that one-third of this
number were damaged with more than half this number
permanently [ost or written off as no longer fit for service. In terms
of numbers, both the paratroopers and army suffered high losses,
over 3,250 German socldiers killed or missing and 3,400 wounded.
The Eritish lost 10,700 prisoners, the Greeks 5,000, while appr.
5,000 British and Greek servicemen died in action, not including
the casualties at sea.

All slemants of 11th Air Corps were to be invoived. It would be an
undertaking of some measure just toc assembie the entirety of 1ne Corps, they had
become spread cver large areas frem Germany to Greece. ‘At this time the Table
of Organizatian for 7th Air Division included three parachute regiments, each of
three bDattalions; one assault regiment equipped with transporl gliders and
consisting of four battalions,; one parachute anti-tank battalion; one parachule
artillery battalion; one parachute anii-aircraff machine gun battalicn; one signals
batlalicn . and oné paraghute medical battalion. 22nd nfantry Division, statianed
in Bucharesl, could nct be movad south dus to the clogged transporial on
system, the panzer forces were being assembled for the Russian offensive and by
Hitler's expressed orders they were nol 10 be interfered with. 5th Mouniain
Civision (General-leutnant Ringel), reinforoed with a third regiment from &ty
Mountain Divisicen, both thess wunits already in Gresce, réplaced 22nd Infantry
Division in the forthceming Operation Merkur, Altogether samg 22,000 men were
involved

T1th Aw Corps supplied its cwn transport sections, 622 Ju 52's and 600
gliders. The preparation of these aircrafl for the coming batiie proved to be a
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minor lechnological miracle. The grealer maorily of the planes had been in
service hauling cargo to varicus piaces in the Balkans and Greece and werg in
reed of major thry mincr overhauls. Working arcunid the clock, mainienance
personnel completsa 1hs lask and the fransports stood ready when needed.

Fliegerkorps VIl (General von Richtholen) added two bomber wings - 180
oombers, one dive bomber wing - 120 Ju 87's; one fighter wing - 110 Bf 109's:
one long range fighter wing - 60 Bf 110'5; and two reconnaissance squadrons.

Seaborne elements had been organized 10 transport eguipmen! and
sersonnegl which could not be brought in by air means. Sixty-three motor sailers
and 7 steamships farmed this sea fransport echelon and their safety became the
chargs of the ltalian Navy, who deploved 4 submarings, 4 MAS patrol {orpedo
noats, 8 minesweepers and 12 torpedo boats. Durning the course of events, these
sea loroes were either destroyed by the Royal Navy outright ar forced to return to
their bases and played nc parl in the ensuing battle, full credit and direction of
the battle's outcome belongs to the airborne units.

The attacking force hac beer divided nte three major groups. These
groups and their objectives wereg:

Western Group {[General-Major Meindl) - the alrfield a: Maleme.

Center Group [Genersi-lLeutnant Sussman, commandar of 710 Air Civision)

- Canea anc Retimo airfields.

Elrfs_*ﬂian Group (Oberst Brauer. until relleved by General Bingel) - Heraklion

airfield.

Suflicient aircraft transport and gliders o.d not exist to enable the entire force to
land at a single time. As such three waves of attacks had been planned, Maleme
and Canaa the tirst wave, Retimo and Heraklion attacked by the sacord wave and
the third wave supolying forces 1o all four airfisids

Delenders on Crete numbered 27,500 British and 14,000 Greek lroops
under command of General Freyperg, a New Zealander. Use of the paratroopers
2t Corinth had discliosed their presence in the Mediterranean area. || slood 1o
reason that any attack mounied against Crete would involve paratroopers.
Freyberg, therzfore, positioned his forces to cover this possibility at the four
airbases and also to repel any naval landings at Suda Bay, The stage had now
been set for another page of military history lo unfolg.

Paving the way for the airborne troops, General von Richtholen's fighters
and bombers subjected Maleme, Canea and Suda Bay 1o heavy low-lavel atiacks.
At 0715 hours, May 20, 1941 the first gliders touched down outside the airfieid at
Maleme. The parachutists and gliders continued to come down all over the
Isiangd s targel areas. Concentrating their forces had become difficult, the
dafensive fire was hsavy and German losses mounted steadily, The situation
grew worse. Communications with 11th Corps Headguarters broke down,

Headguarters could not know the desperate condilion in which the tirst wave had
In}urn:: themselves. The second wave went in as planned and suffarad even heavier
OS588,

By evening none of the prime objectives had been laken, though a portion
of the airfield al Maleme did belang toc the German forces. The portion in and
under their control was nol adequate enough to permit the badly needed
reinforcements and supplies to land:

During the night the paratroopers grimly held to their positicns. With the
coming of morning, the Luftwaffe fighters and bombers again took to the air and
helped pin down British lorces. Several Ju 52's had crashlanded near Maleme and
Irom these victims of the batlle, the altackers were able to-recaver ammunition
supplies, initial stocks of which had all but been exhausted during the battie the
day beiore. At noon, Oberst {(Colonel) Ramcke and a reserve battalion dropped
west of Maleme, sulfaring heavy casualties. With this added assistance the

The Junkers Ju 52 ("Tante Ju") could carry twelve fully equipped
Fallschirmjdgers into action.

Hill 107 dominated the scene near Maleme. Major Koch's
gliderborne troops landed along side the hill but were not able to
fully regroup for an assault on the New Zealand position. Many of
the weapans canisters had been lost or due to enemy fire could
not be recovered. Climaxing the battle for Hill 107, two groups of
the Assault Regiment stormed the hill positions and reached the
top that evening using pistols and hand grenades. Having
completely exhausted their supply of ammunition the paratroopers
would have been hard pressed to repasl esven the smallest
counterattack. With no such action on the part of the British
taking place during the night, the position of the Germans
improved when an ammunition carrying Ju 52 landed on the
Maleme airfield. Thereafter they were able to fully secure the field
and allow a centinued flow of supplies and troops to arrive.
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Wearing life jackets identical to those issued to crews of
transports, bombers and flying boats, these members of the 5th
Mcuntain Division fly frem their Greek bases tc the recently
capture field at Maleme. The batile for Crete would not end for

some time but with that single airfield in German hands the tide
had turned.

‘emaining portion ot the airfield was assaullea and fell. Air landed (froops of 5th
Mountain Divisicn began (o arrive in 1he a2fterncon. The baltle continued but with
an airfield in their hands and fresh troops and material available, the Germans
Mag gamead the upper hand,

Withcrawing across the mountains and southwards tOowards Sphakia,
British and Greek trcops kept up their tight. At Sphakia:on May 28, units of the

Roval Mavy began cvacuating what men they could. It would be impessible to
remove all unlks. By the time theevacuation operaticn {erminated on June 1 some
16 500 trcoos had been snaiched from (ne asland and returned to Egyp‘l

The overall campaign had besn costly 1o both siges. German losses were 3 250
< lled Or missing with 3,400 wounded. British losses weare 15,743 Killed, wounded
or captured. 14,000 Italian priscners of war were liberated. The Royal MNavy,
operating |0 close support nad lost cver 2,000 men, 3 cruisers and € destroyvers.
To ecommemorate this batlle a special arm band had been designed and
was issued to all German forces whao had participated during hoastilities. One can
e assured thal it was worn with a greal deal ol pridae

Projected tc be replaced in service by the MG 42, the MG
34 saw continuing use throughout the entire Second World
War. Both the MG 34 and 42 were versatile weapons being
able to fill the light, with bipod mount, medium and heavy,
with tripod mount, roles. Additional accessories allowed
these weapcns to be converted to funciion as an
anti-aircraft weapon. Here a MG 34, heavy MG mount with
tefiesc:upiﬂ sight, is served by an airborne crew in the hills
ot Italy,
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. Major Karl-Lothar Schulz Kommandeur of 111. Bataillon, Flieger-Div. 7 and
” . Oberleutnant Horst Kerfin at Heraklion, Crete Mal 28, 1941.

Obergefreiter (Corporal) stands guard over some of the Commonwealth
soldiers captured on Crete. No tropical uniforms were then available to
German units in the Mediterranean area. Some measure of comfort has
been obtained by removing his jump smock and reveals for us the special
pocket for his gravity knife in the right pant leg.

Captured British vehicles are ultimately utilized by the Fallschirm;ager,
here a Morris truck is pulling a 37Tmm PAK.
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In the thickest fighting for the island of

A Fallschirmjager major is receiving the Iron Cross

|. Crete, the battle did not allow much First-Class frcm General Student, Kommandeur of
breathing space for the Fallschirmjagers. the XI. Flieger (Luftiande) Korps, respansible for the
Meals became a matter of eating when you conquest of Crete.
could,
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Using an ltalian 47/32 anti-tank gun, model 37, two Jagers prepare a
coastal position. This particular weapon had a range of 3,800 yards firing
HE ammunition and an effective range of 220 to 1,100 yards using AP or
HE. It could be used in an infantry support role as well as anti-lank; it
was inferior to the British 2-pcunder in hitting power,

Allied air superiority in the Mediterranean forced some strange adoptions
of equipment to meet air attacks. Here a Fallschirmjager in tropical
uniform, mans an anti-aircraft position, a make-shift mount with belt fed
MG 42. Note that the bipod machine gun mount has been re-positioned
towards the middle of the weapon and that an anti-aircraft sight ring has
also been added.
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Flanked by two 5cm Pak 38 L/60 anti-tank guns and a
Paratrooper guard of honor, Kesselring prepares for an awards
ceremony, italy, summer 1943,

Kesselring presents the lron Cross 2nd Class to members of
the Ramcke Brigade.
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A Boem schwerer Granatwerfer in action.

Towing a 37mm anti-tank gun (PAK), the 3t half-tracked
prime mover, with members of the “Hermann Goring”
Division aboard, heads for the Salerno beachhead.

Cenducting a fighting withdrawal from the invasion
beachhead, German units, including paratroopers,
moved towards the north and the Gustav defense line.
The hills and roads of Italy form natural defense lines
and each and every opportunity which could be used to
slow the U.S. advance was put to praclice. Here a 5¢cm
PAK 38, manned by a paratrooper crew, fires on
advancing Allied tanks.
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The ammunition for both the MG 34 and 42
and the standard German rifle of WW 1l, the
Mauser Kar 98K carbine, were identical.
Common ammunition greatly eased some of
the supply difficultias. Another weapon in
service and common to the airborne forces
and mountain troops was the Gewehr 33/40,
also of 7.92mm caliber, a shorter version of
the 98K. This machine gun crewman carries
a 50 round belt of ammo for the machine
gun and the paratrooper rifle ammo
bandclier around his neck. A detailed look
at the camouflage band on his helmet cover
is also afforded.

34

MONTE CASSINO

1944

Members of Fallschirm-MG-Bataillon 1, 1. Fallschirmjager-Division, at Cassino.
Organization of the Parachute MG Battalion consisted of the Battalicn Staff and Signals
Section plus three Machine Gun Companies. Each company included two heavy machine
gun platoons, @ 81mm mortar platoon and a light machine gun platoon. Personnel
numbered five officers and approximately 200 enlistedmen; equipment - 2 LMG's &
Heavy MG's and 4 Mcriars.
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During the Battle of Cassino, the advantage of height lay with the
German forces. With height came observation. The Allies believed
that German forces had been using the Abbey an Mante Cassino for
spotting purposes, which does not seem to be the case. The Allied
decision to bomb the Abbey offerad the defenders the chance to
move into the ruins which in tum were converted to excellent

defensive positions.

A Fallschirmjager of the Il./FJR 3 in the ruins of Cassino, observing
the railroad station of Cassino under artillery bombardment. Armed
with a MG 42, MP 40, Luger Pistole and Stielhandgranate
(potatomasher), this Jager is ready 1o meet yet another assault by
the allied infantry, Monte Cassing, March 16, 1944.
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Cassino was called the Halian Verdun by the
Germans. Between 12:30 and 20:00 hrs. (March 15,
1944), the Allied artillery fired 196,000 rounds of
ammunition, enough rounds to fill 275 railroad
boxcars. The expression on the faces of the two
l./IFJR 3 men show the traces of many days of
fighting, lack of sleep and thirst.

The mast famous German submachine gun, the MP
40, is commonly misidentified by the nomenclature
- “Schmeisser.” The MP 40 is distinguished from its
nredecessor, the MF 38, by the absence of the
ribbed receiver. The 9mm ammuniticn for these
weapons is the same as for the P 08 and P 38
pistol, both in service with airborne forces,

3b

Fallschirmjager in Action

The battle for Monie Cassino became the scene of a bitterly contested fight lasting four
months. Many of the veteran Allied divisions were withdrawn from the Italian Campaign to lend
their assistance in Operation Cverlerd, the Invasion of France. Their absence would be felt. Apart
from the decrease in the numbers of available fightingmen on the Allled side, the question of the
bombing of the Abbey of St. Benedict, situated on Monte Cassino, had been a long to overcome
problem for the Allied command. By order ol Kesselring, no German troops wers ?ﬂ!‘jﬂ[&d in the
Abbey proper but it appeared this position had been used for observalion purposes,

A decision had been reached, on February 15, Allled bombers appeared over Cassino and
unloaded {reir deadly cargo, the Abbey was reduced 1o a pile of rubble. Still the Allies were nof
atle to lake the position by direct assault, After the initial bombardment, German trocps moved
into the ruins of the Abbey, which then farmed perfect defensive positions. The struggle continues.
Using artillery bombardment, air support and tanks, attack after altack failed to atiain that gingular

oal, Cassino. It would not be unlil the 11th of May that Cassino would be outflanked, finally
alling on May 17. German farces, Including the defending FII'&I:hJFI'I‘l]EgB{E1 had not been defeated
but had conducted anotfer withdrawal furthar to the north. The Battle of Haly continued.

~ Eassino represented a tremendous rcadbiock (o the Allied advance on Rome. Afler the
breakdown in attacks on Cassino |l had been decided to agproach the problem from a different
direction, an amphibious landing furiher to the north thereby cutflanking the entire Gustav Line,
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January 18 saw the arrival at Anzio of 50,000 U.S. and British trocps under command of U.5.
Major-General Lucas. While no appreciable opposition had been met during the initial stages of the
landing, Lucas held his forces back to consolidate the beachhead. During this intervening peried of
several cays, ressairing reintorced those unils already present and when the Allied advance tried to
resume, they found the Germans were nol to be budged. .

Heavily committed to the battie for Cassino, new Fallschirmjager personne! would also
shorlly be involved in the battle for ltaly al Anzio. The 4. Fallschirmjager-Division, formed in
northarn Haly from a cadre of 2. Fallschirmjager-Division and former members of the Italian
“Folgore™ and “Dembo™ Parachute Divisions (ltaly hac by this time surrendered to the Allies) in
November 1243, had been transfered to add their numbers 1o the defending forces in Anzio. Tha 3.

Allied air superiority had broken the back of German forces at the Salemo
beachhead and would thereafter pose a serious threat io any German movement,
troop or supplies. Local solutions to the supply problem and their movement
were often found as exampled here.
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Fallschirmjager-Division, created in October 1943 near Reims, France, remainad
in western Eurape for the remainder of! the war. Destroyed In the
Normandie-F alaise area, 3rd Parachute Division, recreated again in Baigium, 'all
ta the Allies in the Rubr arga in Aprl 1945 Unitg of the “Hermann Goring”
Division were likewise lound in the Anzic area,

A major counterattack, planned by Keaselring, to drive the Allies off the
beaches at Anzio almost proved fatal for the Allies. On February 18 only a littie
mare than five miles separaied the advance German forces from Anzio. The five
weaxk German divisions containing the beachhead area lacked the rescurces and
thelr offensive anergies had been spant, Kesseiring had been compelled te call
off the assault. During the months af March and April, the beachhead lay quist,
both sides rested to regain sirength. Reintensified eftorts an tha part of the Allhes
to crack Monte Cassino and Anzio began in the middle of May, this time the
daefense lines ¢rumbled. Rome fell on June 4.

Ever press ng, British and U.S, forces along with Palish arna French units,
torced a steady retreal by German forces further and turther north The 1sat and
4th Parachute Divisions would play important parts during the withdrawal and in
the defensive battles of Florence, Rimini, Bologna and aleng the Fo river. On
May 2, 1845 surrender ol Army Group C enced their struggle.

Employing a 8cm Kurzer Granatenwerler 42 (E1mm short mortar)
this mortar crew directs its fire on advancing Allied units. It can
not be sald for a fact that these particular men belong to the
SS-Fallschirmjager force even though two crew members wear
Walfen-S5 camouflage field jackets, often times men wore what
could be found. A classic example of this is a German gailor in the :
Mediterranean wearing an Army splinter camouflage |acket, TENE b
Luftwaffe tropical pants and Navy blue service cap! % &
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A Sturmgeschutz Il of the |./Fallschirm-Stur-
mgeschutz-Brigade 12 in Wilkowischken,
Russia, 1944. The most successfu! Panzerjager
ot the Fallschirmtruppe (troops) was Leutnant
Heinz Deutsch of the |. Batterie F. Stu G. Brig.
_ ‘ T ! 12 who received the Knight-Cross for destroying
- ' ' - - - ‘ 44 enemy ftanks.
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Gran Sasso

September 12, 1943

Additional development of the DFS 230 glider lead
to a parachute pack being installed in the tail
section of the aircraft allowing it to dive at a
steeper angle. Later, forward firing braking rockets
were fitted to the nose. Both devices provided a
much shortened landing space. The 230 gliders
used on the Gran Sasso raid were fitted with both
pieces of equipment.

The hotel Camp d'lmperatore on the Gran Sasso in
which Mussolini was held prisoner.




One of the DFS 230 gliders which carried the men
of Operation Eiche, code name for the Mussalini
rescue, to the hotel Camp d'Imperatore’'s front
door. Little flat area surrounded the hotel and
made the landing of the gliders difficult, fullest
use of the para-brake and braking rockets had to
be made,.

Fallschirmjagergewehr 42 (FG 42).

The daring raid 10 rescue || Duce had come as a
direct order from Hitler. The military aspects of
the mission were entrusted to General Student.
Fallschirmjager-Lehrbataillon under command of
Major Mors had been assigned the ditficult task of
conducting the mission itself. SS-Hauptsturm-
fuhrer Otto Skorzeny, to the right of Il Duce, had
been responsible for locating Mussolini but later
assumed all credit for the rescue.



Posing for photos before his departure, by various stops, 1o Hitler's Headquarters,
Mussclin| appears somewhat grim while surrounded by jubilant rescuers. Skorzeny,
dressed in a tropical Luftwatfe Captain’s uniform, stands to his right and to the right
cf Skorzeny is Major Mors. Twenty-six members of Skorzeny's Waffen-SS
detachment accompanied the Luftwaffe men, all wore Air Force uniforms and
eguipment.

The Fallschirmjager Gewehr 42 (FG 42) assault rifle had been intended 1o replace the
rifle, submachine gun and light machine gun in airborne formations. Its first
appearance in combal took place on the Gran Sasso raid. Operation Eiche. Initial
tests in the field indicated some undesirable traits and few of the first mode! were
produced. A second improved model appeared in 1944 and became a highly regarded
weapon,. Owing to conditions at the end of the war only a small number of the FG 42
were produced. A special eight pocket bandolier, shown, accommodated the 20
round 7.92mm magazine clip.




Prior to hie départure, Il Duce talks with General
Soleti, a senior officer of the carabinieri. Solet| had
been forced at gun point to accompany the
Germans on the mission so that he could talk with
Mussolini's carabinieri Guards and prevent undue

actions on their part.

Mission complete. Mussclini, Skorzeny and the
piiot of the “Storch,” Captain Gerlach (General
Student's personal pilet) prepare o leave the Gran
Sasso. The unserviceability of the cable car leading
1o the hotel prompted use of the reliable Fieseler Fi
166, making full use of its reputation of short
landings and take-offs.




Members of the Nachrichtenzug, communications section, are attached to
each headquarters unit. Keeping the lines of communication open during
the opening of the French invasion at Normandie proved difficult as
French underground units attempted to isolate various German defending
groups.

Part of a Maschinegewehr-Kompanie, machine gun company, on the
Cotentin peninsula, 6th Regiment, 2 Parachute Division. Due to the high
rate of fire of the MG 42, barrels had to be changed often, a spare barrel
container lays in front of the machine gun. The fighting ability of the
“new” airborne forces continued to show Itself well above normal and
they gave an excellent accounting of themselves. Their inability to stcp
the Allies on the beachhead is not a fault of their own actions but rather
the OKW who refused to release additional Fanzer units, fearing
MNormandie was only a feint by the Allies,
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Men of the U.5. 29th Infantry Division captured in the
fighting outside S1. Lo are questicned by an English
speaking member of the 5th Parachute Division. An
imparant part of the fighting in and about St. Lo was
shared by the 3rd and 5th Parachute Divisions.

Wearing the Feldgendarmerie (Field Police) gorget, this
Oberfeldwebel (Master Sergeant) leads captured U.S. 29th
Division infantrymen behind the lines. Note should be
made that while the Oberfeldwebel is a member of an
airbarne unit ne lacks the Parachutists' Badge, indicating
the slowly deleriorating state of training within the
parachute arm.




Final respects are paid by two companions of Unteroffizier Wilhe!m Klster
killed in action on June 16, 1944. Many more Fallschirmjagers would fall
before the closing battles of the Second World War, 2nd, 3rd and Sth

Parachute Divisions would bieed tc death in Normandie and after reformation Fa||SChir'miég(§r
Monument on Crete

in Belgium and Holland, die a second death in the Ruhr and Ardennes.
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CENTER FOLD COLOR PLATE

PFlate | Hauptmann and Jager. Holland, 1840

During tha aarly stegaes of German airborneg cpardtions and devalopmeént of aperasional eqguipment and
uniforms., few variations Bxisted in the Fallschirmjager dress, The oldi sty'a Army paralroop |ump
gsult with two zippers running diagonally up the frent and with no pockets; remitined in use alongside
the *1st pattemn” Luftwafle smock, Differances in the Luftwatie model contered about the number of
pockats contEined in the gament. The knealimg Heuptmann {Captain), left, has three Tip pocxets, Two
cnest nigh and ond on the thigh, while the wounded Jager, right, hes but two. Also of note is tha
fact thot the Army style braast sagle remains on the privata’s smock (ndicating Lhat he has racently
transfarrad from the Aroy o the Luftwaffa. 4 covered pocketl in the right treuser leg. visible balow
the |owar adge of the Jager's smock, carried the paratrooger’s “aravity knifa®, a standard tiight
crew oiace of eguipment. The knife would be psed to clesr fowled harness or shraud lines and on
occasion for self-gefense. The wer labric bandolier worn about the rack cantdinsg 106 rounds ol
+9Zmm rifle amma for the Kar 88K The Hauptmann's signal zistol [Leuchipistole) is camied n 8
spacial pocket on the back right side of his jump suil. Both mén are grmad with the Luger P DB pistol.
Side |oee brown jump Soots Bra worm 81 this time, A newer model front ldce jump beot was introducec
after the close of the Cretd Campaigr.,

Plete || Obergefreiter, Crata, May 1941

A yaoung Obergefreiter [Corporal) preperas for the drop on Lrete by pulling hiz jump srovk over hig
fl/ght &'cose. Until the end of 1940, tha flight blouse, usually worn bansgh the |ume Emock. pos-
cassed no §.de sockets. Beguests from troops in the field brought abour the sddition of thae fwo
pockets. The blouse wes securdd by 8 single row of hiddan buttons. The Luftwatfa vermsion of the
national embiam. a spread winged agle hoiding the swastixa ant fiying townrcs the right, |5 Wwarn
ovar the right breasy while tha Fallschirmjager badge is worn on the left-side, Note should be made
that the Luftwaffe ombiem decal used on the steel nelmets {eatursd & ravarsesd pose of the sgreag
winged sagle, that is fying towards the teft. Use =f the nationsl colors décs] oo stael halmets of
a1l branches of the Wahrmacht bagsr to be phased out abhout this ime. The Corporal's insignia of
rank. is denoted by 1he three matal wings on the collar patches antd A'so by the doubis chevron wom
an the laft arm, The gold-yeliow "Wallenfarba® of the flying trocps. common to bath Hight parscnng:
and paistroops, is most avidant on the collar pstches gnd the eacged shoulcer streps of his bipuse,
Black |acelpss jump Boots compieté his unifarm,

Plate |1l Follschirmjager, Crate, May 1841

#oth the Luftwaffe =13t pattern™ ard “2nd cattern” jump smocks were in use durmg e invasion of
Crots. Mare 5 pachine gunner rests during @ (ull in the battle, He wears the “151 cattern” smock
which has parmanartly tallored leEgs, step-in, &nd two |Gige zipogored pockets (ocaved 8t the thighs,
The ta- colored nelmet cover provides bands ovar the top of the helmat and around the side to fac|i-
sota tha addition of fallage for camcutlage purposes. Sacured 1o his waist belt of brown lesiher, the
antrenching teol is hawd a place by a loop stitched 1o 1ha left thigh of the smock. Also worm on the
helt is the holster for his Walthar P3B gistol, the holstar incorporates 8 haider tor SpaEre mEgazines,
ant his cantsen and cup. not visibie. A sweal rag ol perschute materal circles Ais neécx and a2 30
round bEit of 7.92mm ammunition for the MG 234 drapes over mis shoulder, Biue-groy Fallschirmjager
rroustrs are Secured into the tops of the side lace brown jumg boots. The trepical unitorm wis nol
imroduced inmto service until after the Crate Campaign. The first camouflage pattern jump smack had
hean introduced into service by the spring of 1940 and twa variants of this saw use on Crava, the
=snlinier™ and "sploch™ patterns, both beceme standard issue theresfrer. An additional Supply of
armunition is containged in the cannistar a1 the gunner’s fest,

43

Piate |V Fallschirmjager Tralnes . Standa ! Airbase, 1942

The parachule training of Fallschirmjaper cccunied approximately dight weuks, Within tha First foms
devs the fladgling became complesaly famihar with the parachutle, aach tDemng reaqu ol T math Rig
awn ‘chute. Here a new recrult prepares for his fost jumsd. The jump Smocx "2nd pamern™ o5 tight 'y

buttored about the tnighs so a5 1o not fodl 1he 'chute harmess which 2 just heing fastendd. Tha
static (e atop the 'chute pack will astomatical v open the parachule altor oxiling he arcratt. Graan
CErE |8 taken to insure that ths ling will not become tangled, @5 German paralrggpers carned ng
reserve chute; Ruther kree pads ote - place and additional pads will be sdded 15 3he elbows, Tresy
proftective devices could ba 3 life sEving pieca of equipmént. The | |6 expeciancy 0° -8 poETalroopar
injured during & comasl jump could be extreme ly snort. The Fellschinmjager steal heimgl was alsa
rubber |ined Bnd fectured the forked chin-harness, '

Plate \ Generalmajor and Feldwebal, Naorth Africs, 1942

The wopical unilonm, Bs worn by Ganerelmajor (Major Ganerd') Ramcha, teft, 15 typical of Tnar worn
by ali ranks with the exception of his gold colored (nsgnia aof rank and Luttwaffe cvoagie, A wiiln
gagia would be fourd for othar officer and enliated ranks. The uniform was generally issged with
wunic, bloused o long pants, lace up bootz or shoas and T eld cap. The Gendral |5 wearing thi white
olficar's surmmars srvicecap (n placa of the tield cap. Far five months af tfe yedr the tropics’ smtor
could be worn within the continental borders of Sermany and was year round servica dress in the
Mediterrans an ares. Neéw: to his parachutist badge, the Ceneral dispiays the lron Cross Firat Class,
with the Ritterkruz, 2night's Cross of the lion Cross, sespended from his peck. In his button hele s
the 1933 Bar o the 1914 lron Cross. The Feldwabel (Technical Sergeant) has changed s paratioop
helmet for a reguiar Wehrmacht type with net camauflaga cowver, The camiouflaged sheliar quarte s was
a dual purpose plece of eguipment. Being waterorool, 1 served in 15 inibial function 4% béing onF
guarter ol a pyvratad shaped fa@nt, thus the name, or 11 could bu worn 85 a poncho Style rain Cost by
slipping one's head through 2 slit in ths canter 88 15 demonstrates by the sergesnt. Zoth the right
and laft spare MPAD ammo pouches are penng worn by the Faldwebsl, enabling him to Corry six 33
round Smm box magazingss for his weuapon. Two Stielhendgranate 24 (hugt explosive stick grendady
have beon placed with their haindles (f his web be!r tor guick accessibility.

[

Plata VI Dbarfaldwebe| end Oberloutnant, RMaly 1843-443

Cutfited inasgauit gear—mess can, rzllcd she LEr quarter in “spiorch® pati&rm. gas mask cannister,
cantécn Sod cup, entrenching tool and Brotbeute! |“brecd baz®) for personal necessities —thigs Obes-
feldwebel [Mastur Sorgeant), |efl, wears the late madel juma smock clesed dboul the legs, the Snap
fitrings of which ara clesrly seer. Insignia of rack has bean leh off the smocs. Armed with n FG 42,
lata model, a weapon intended to reglace the nitle. sub-machi= gqun and g machine gen in pare-
troog units but prodeced in small numbers, The sergeant™s emmun:lion s cartied in a spacial
bandalier, holding gight 20 reund clips of standard 7,92 mm tifle EMMEnItion. worn about the nogk.
His halmet has been firished In olive groan, an allemate 1o Luftwaffe blce: 1an colorad he imels wero
another option. Steel chiokes wira has bzen ussd 10 pssist an placi7g camouflage fol:age orts the
helmet, & common practice, The Dberlautnant, right, also wears the late smack 0 she clesod position,
Ganerally, when on the ground the closing snaps of this "Ind patem”™ smock were [efl open tor
incresses movamant. Soth the “splinter” and “splotch® pattern camouflage wera issued in different
predominant camoufiage colore, brown or green, to better conceal during the warious seasans. Tha
M1843 caup, 8 visorod scft cap based on the mountsin roop's cap, was (ntroduced (nto Air Forgs
sarvice in 1943 and s wom by the Lseutepant. An Army issue black mao cése s gttoched 1o s
belr- ~ota the double claw officer’s buckla.
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Plate VIl 85 -Haupisturmiuhrsr Dtto Skorzeny and Fallschirmiggar. Gran Sasso Raid, 1943

Curing the Gran Sasso Raid, the réscua of Barnito Musaclin, the then §8-Hauptsturmfuhrer (SS-Captsin]
Otto Skorzeny, left, wore a Luftwalfe trocical uniform complete with Luftwatfe (nsigniz | Othar
Waffan 85 men who participated in the raid wore Loftwaffe uniforms Bnd insignia as wall, inoloding
|wmp smocks, but usudlly with the regu'ar Wehrmacht stéal haimsr, Aften the swesesstul completion
of tne rescue mission, Skarzany recaived & promolion o the rank of Major, The Jager, right, @ Tembar
af 1he Lehrbataillons and whose members wer2 the most nUMETSUS o0 TS particular mission, carigs
an early mod2! ot the Fallschirmjapar Gewehr 42, FG 42, reportedly ugad in action for the first time
during thisoperatian. 4 \imited numbar of the aarly model FG 42 were pooduced and |1 is Sistinguighed
by 115 3tamped metal Stoce. It was not until 15944 thet all the teviting troubles were overcome and
production again commences dn the wwopen, The later mode featured s wooden ar plastic stonk. Tha
eighl pocket ammunition bandelier 13 clzarly sasn. Both the rifle and FG42 ammunition bendoliors
ware |3sued in gréen, blus-grey or camoufiaged patterns, A [Fige opaming n=l has besn usad on the
Jager's helmetl for camoufiage spphicotion anc 15 secured 1o his helmel by maarss of an &lasric stean.

Plate VI Oberieuttant, Mussolint Rescus Mission, 1943

“hie member of tha Fallschirmjéger Lahrbatallions wears his “splinler” pstiern jump smock over a
tropical uniform. The wopicd uniform pants werg 5omew hat baggier that the former blua-grey Fall-
schirmiager trolsers anf ase faszenes shogly around the oot with - an ankle strep amd buckiée, Tha
twa wing and single bar nsignig. viewed on tha rgnt arm, ndieates this officer’s renk as that of
Oberfeutnont  1st Lieutonant:, The swodl helmet, which had bear warn during tha glider assault land-
ing on the Gren Sasso, has been replaced with a regular offices’s service cap, Genoral 2gurpment
for tha rald vwas hald 16 a minimum, emphasis belng placad on armamenr:s ond smmunition as serious
resisiance had bean expec (ed of WMussolini's guards, Daly three spare MP 40 ammunition oducHes Bre
worn, thess berng male gl canvas materisl, Thaese pouches were pyailable In pairs, a distinct g8t of
three for the right end left 3ides, and were [s3ued i light greean, light chocolate brown or whaat
{Ilustrated) matarial as wall as in eather. The canteen cover 15 ten falt, for ropical uniforms; stan-
dard Luftwaffe blue-grey cantéen covers hove bour soen 0 use with tropica! uniforms.

Plate IX Untaroflizier, Normandie, June 1544

This Unteroffizier Sergeant] of 1ha Bth Fallschirmjogar Regiment, 2nd Division, shows the s ol
the Fard Tought battles in thz Normandy beacshead area. Bth Regiment distinguished itself wh g
opposing U. 5, paratroopers who landad the right of 6 Jure on'the - Cotentin peEninsula. Tha "2rd paT-
tarn” jump fmock is be g worn oom o provide greater esss of movanment and f2atures (he "solatoch ™
camoutlage: pattarn, The rolied shelwer quertar, sedn directly above the conteen ond cup, 15 (6 the
“eplinter® geometrn o pattern. The heimst cover, while of the ssme camoufiage material 53 tha smnck,
has ho prov| S ons for cemtol lape bamds or looos: Thig prob am s baen remadied by "1igld methaods,®
the wsg ol a plain leet er swrap 10 hoid foliags in place on the halmet, The normal msignia of rank
wiwn on the smock, 7 siogle grayish wing, has boan delewed, a procticeg common durning the closing
day s -of the war, The cormplebe insignvis of rank on the Slogse rs all hut covered By the smock, T thia
ing|gma wira yvisble, howeves, 11 would congist of a single aluminum metal wing on the: gold-yellow
colldr patch with sargaant’s © lace” | gluminum fabriic, surrodndi ng both tha callar ard shoulder etrap.
Bleck Armmy ssuz rifle ammuanition pbuckas ans bglt hiave besn mixed with the regulation Luftwalfa
anl istedman s belt buckle, réctangular shaped of mati aluminum with the Leftwalfe eagie sircolided
by a |Aurdl wreath. Them xing of Aoy and Lultweaffe cgmpment had been necessarny dua (o genaral
shortages.

Plate X Fallschirmjigear, Wintar 1944-456

F the two F!Itsnhirmj?:unr gowviseons which toos part am the Ciermsn Ardennas offansz we Battle oF the
Bulge | aporoximately 1, 200man, who comprised “Kampigruppe von der Heydta®, took psit in tha sctual
gir drop ghase, The rermainder o the parachure forcees committes to the batile ppeorated in-o nommal
ground asssull role, Tha uniform of this Jager (Private), a member of tha 3. Falischirmjagar Divis-
ionan, |8 typical of thosa of tha period, paratroops i a sttict infanty function. Cver the oo of s
atandard Luftwaffe blue-groy overcoat he weirs o % langih coamouflaged smock m a muted pattern of
gutwrn brodms. Tsploich® pattern. An identics! smock wias worn by Lufbwalfe-Felddivisionon, Ajr
Farce Field Diwiswons, who fought exclusively as infantry. Mormal eguipment harness is wom, Luft-
waffe brown. although at this |6t dawe an ifllux of Amy black |eathér gasr has bean noted. Anather
“Infantey antluence wviewed, is the cvse of legglings with tha black hgh shoez, a mathod Sdoptad 1o
clrcumvent the sharBges of logthar. Sparg magazings fof the Jiger's MP43 are carmind in tha |arge
pockats ot the smock. Laather glovas, often replaced with wool mitténs o sven Etackings, and wsaar-
ing B todque undar the paratronp helmat provided sdded protection 3gainst the harsh wintor wasathar,
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