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Owner’s Manual

Read this manual and the warnings contained in it before loading or
using your STEYR pistol. This manual explains the function and the
handling of your STEYR pistol and warns of the potential dangers,
including death and serious personal injury, that can result from the
unsafe use of your STEYR pistol. This manual should always accom-
pany your STEYR pistol and be transferred with your STEYR pistol if it
is sold or loaned to another person.

We want you to enjoy shooting your STEYR pistol, but we want you
to enjoy it safely. Whether you are an experienced shooter or have
never handled a firearm before, you must READ THIS ENTIRE MANUAL
CAREFULLY before loading or firing your STEYR pistol. This manual
gives basic instructions on the proper handling and functioning of your
STEYR pistol. Your safety and the safety of others depends on you fol-
lowing the instructions and warnings in this manual and constant use
of safe firearms practices. IF YOU ARE UNFAMILIAR WITH FIREARMS,
TAKE A COURSE IN THE SAFE HANDLING OF FIREARMS RUN BY A QUALI-
FIED FIREARMS INSTRUCTOR, YOUR LOCAL GUN CLUB, OR A SIMILAR
QUALIFIED ORGANIZATION.

This manual contains several safety warnings and instructions preced-

ed with [Awarning| [a cauTion] or ITIFTFA These signal words are
designed to draw your attention to important safety information.

Failure to follow the safety information and safety instruc-
tions in this manual could result in death, serious personal injury and/
or property damage.

Always seek a doctor’s advice if you are taking medication
to be sure that you are able to shoot and handle a firearm safely.
Never drink alcoholic beverages or take drugs before or while shooting.
Your vision and judgment could be seriously impaired, making your
firearm handling unsafe.



If your STEYR pistol or any other firearm is carelessly or im-
properly handled, you could cause a negligent discharge, which could
result in death, serious personal injury and/or property damage.

Always handle your STEYR pistol as if it is loaded so that
you never fire it negligently.

Never point your STEYR pistol at anything you do not in-
tend to shoot.

Never pull the trigger or put your finger on the trigger or in
the trigger guard until you are ready to fire.

Never take anyone’s word that a firearm is unloaded; al-
ways check for yourself, with the firearm pointed in a safe direction
and your finger off of the trigger and outside of the trigger guard.

Always make sure your STEYR pistol is unloaded and that
the slide is locked open in the rearward position with the magazine

taken out before handing it to another person.

Li[e24 (9 Never carry your STEYR pistol out of a suitable holster with
a cartridge loaded in the chamber.

m To store your STEYR pistol, first unload it as described in
Chapter 4. Then, after checking to make sure that it is unloaded (cham-
ber empty and magazine removed), place it in the included pistol box
and lock it using the enclosed padlocks or place it in another suitable
locked container.

| NOTICE | Always store and transport your STEYR pistol unloaded,
with the limited access lock engaged, and locked in a suitable con-
tainer, such as the included pistol box, out of the reach and sight of
children or other unauthorized persons.

(4 i[=H Never store or transport ammunition in the same container
as your STEYR pistol.
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CHAPTER 1: MAIN FEATURES

Loaded chamber indicator Sights

Slide

Multifunction component

Integrated limited access lock

Reset-action trigger system Fig. 5

/

Magazine
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Your STEYR M-A1 is a semi-automatic, mechanically locked, recoil-oper-
ated pistol. Its main features are as follows.

FRAME: The synthetic frame features a grip angle designed for optimal
pointability, an ergonomical shape for enhanced comfort in operation
and handling, as well as a Picatinny rail for mounting devices on the
pistol.

SLIDE: The slide has an extremely low height, positively affecting the
recoil and aiming characteristics of the pistol.

BARREL: The barrel is mechanically locked, 4.01” long and has 6 lands
and grooves with a right hand twist.

MULTIFUNCTION COMPONENT: The multifunction component is made
of steel and inserted into the frame. Its principal features include the
trigger and safety devices, as well as the slide catch lever and ejector.

SIGHTS: The sights, which consist of a triangular front sight and a rear
sight with trapezoid recess, are adjustable in lateral directions. White
contrasting surfaces on the front and rear sight serve as additional
targeting aids.

[,/ [edg[ 4 Do not change the original sights on your STEYR pistol or
shoot it without them installed because the pin for the loaded chamber
indicator passes underneath the rear sight.

MAGAZINE: The steel magazine features openings on both sides to
determine the number of cartridges left in the magazine (when it is
outside of the pistol).

LOADED CHAMBER INDICATOR: The loaded chamber indicator may indi-
cate when a cartridge is chambered in the pistol. It visibly protrudes
from the rear of the slide and can be felt with your finger.

[AWARNING| Although your STEYR pistol has a feature known as a “load-
ed chamber indicator,” it is a mechanical device, which could fail.



Never solely rely on a loaded chamber indicator or your memory to
determine if your STEYR pistol is loaded. Always retract the slide and
visually check to make sure there is not a cartridge in the chamber.
RESET-ACTION TRIGGER SYSTEM: The reset-action trigger system fea-
tures a trigger safety, a drop safety and a firing pin catch. These pas-
sive safeties function automatically without the need for any action
by the user. They are always on and are automatically deactivated by
pulling the trigger to its rearmost position.

Your STEYR pistol does not have a manual safety and will
fire if the trigger is pulled when there is a round in the chamber.

Although STEYR pistols have several internal safeties, de-
signed to prevent an unintentional discharge if the pistol is dropped
or hit, the proper and safe function of your STEYR pistol depends on it
being used for its intended purpose and not being altered or modified.
Like any other mechanical device, if your STEYR pistol is subjected to
unusual and extreme forces a part failure can occur. Therefore, safe
firearm handling practices and the instructions and safety warnings in
this manual must always be followed to minimize the risk of serious
personal injury or death to you or others.

In case any of your STEYR pistol’s safeties prove to be
ineffective for any reason, the possibility of an unintentional discharge
exists. If so, your STEYR pistol should be immediately unloaded and
not be used again until it has been examined by STEYR authorized
personnel.

ENGLISH
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INTEGRATED LIMITED ACCESS LOCK WITH KEY:

Fig. 6
In unlocked position

In locked position




The integrated limited access lock is manually operated by using a
separate key. When locked, it locks the trigger and prevents the disas-
sembly of the pistol. The integrated limited access lock can only be
locked when the pistol is cocked (trigger in the forward position).

To lock the integrated limited access lock, insert the key into the lock
and press down while turning the key towards the letter “S” (Safe) on
the frame. This will block the trigger system and prevent disassembly
of the pistol. To unlock the integrated limited access lock, insert the
key into the lock and press down while turning the key towards the
letter “F” (Fire) on the frame.

Never leave your STEYR pistol where it could be accessed
by a child or other unauthorized person.

STANDARD EQUIPMENT

1 Pistol

2 Magazines

2 Keys for the integrated limited access lock
1 Owner’s Manual

1 Firearms Safety Awareness Form

1 Product Service Reply Card

1 Pistol Box

2 Padlocks with Keys
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CHAPTER 2: LOADING

[AWARNING| To minimize the risk of a negligent discharge, only load live
ammunition into your STEYR pistol when you are ready to fire it.

[AWARNING| Only use high quality commercially manufactured ammuni-
tion in the same caliber as your STEYR pistol. Reloaded or handloaded
ammunition may not meet applicable SAAMI standards and could be
unsafe.

[AWARNING| Your STEYR pistol does not have a manual safety and will
fire if the trigger is pulled when there is a round in the chamber.

To load the magazine, press each
cartridge into the magazine from
the front - with the cartridge bot-
tom first - against the force of the
magazine spring.

Insert the magazine into the maga-
zine well until the magazine release
lock catches.

10



Fig. 10

If the slide is in the forward posi-
tion, hold your STEYR pistol with
your firing hand and, while keeping
your finger off of the trigger and
outside of the trigger guard, pull
the slide fully back with the other
hand and release it, allowing it to
return to the fully forward posi-
tion.

OR

If the slide is locked in the rear
ward position, either press the
slide catch lever down to release
the slide and return it to the fully
forward position or pull the slide
fully back and release it, allowing it
to return to the fully forward posi-
tion.

The pistol is now loaded and ready to be fired by pulling the trigger.

1
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CHAPTER 3: FIRING

Before firing your STEYR pistol, run a clean patch through
the barrel, from the chamber end, using a cleaning rod. Repeat this
procedure until the patch comes out of the barrel with no gun oil or
cleaner-lubricant-preservative on it.

Always be sure that the barrel of your STEYR pistol is clear
of obstructions before firing it. Remove any obstructions before firing
your STEYR pistol so that it will function safely and correctly. Any ob-
struction in the barrel could prevent the pistol from firing properly and
result in death or serious personal injury and damage to the pistol.

In case of a failure to fire, continue to hold your STEYR
pistol pointed toward the target for at least 30 seconds. If a hangfire
(slow ignition) has occurred, the cartridge should fire within approxi-
mately 30 seconds. If the cartridge has not fired, remove the maga-
zine, eject the cartridge from the chamber and examine its primer. If
the firing pin indentation is light, off-center, or non-existent, have your
STEYR pistol examined by STEYR authorized personnel. If the firing
pin indentation on the primer appears normal (compared to similar
previously fired cartridges) the cartridge may be defective. Separate
the cartridge from other live ammunition and empty cases, reload your
STEYR pistol and resume firing. NOTE: Dispose of misfired cartridges
in accordance with the ammunition manufacturer’s instructions.

Never use your STEYR pistol if it fails to function properly,
and never force the slide closed on a jammed cartridge because it
could cause the cartridge to explode.

Never pull the trigger if the slide does not fully close to
prevent a possible out of battery firing. If this happens, unload the
pistol as described in Chapter 4, examine the round that was in the
chamber and check the chamber to ensure that there are no obstruc-
tions or debris in it.

12



Always wear safety glasses when firing your STEYR pistol
to protect your eyes.

Always wear ear protection when firing your STEYR pistol
to protect your hearing.

Always be sure that your backstop is adequate to stop and
contain bullets before firing so that you do not hit anything outside of
the shooting range area. A bullet could travel through or past your tar-
get as far as 2 miles (approximately 3km). If in doubt, do not shoot.

Never shoot at a hard surface, such as a rock, or a liquid
surface, such as water, because a bullet may ricochet and travel in any
direction, striking you or someone else.

Your STEYR pistol does not have a manual safety and will
fire if the trigger is pulled when there is a round in the chamber.

When ready to fire be sure that the area behind the slide
is clear (check your thumb) and do not hold the pistol near your body,
because the slide will move forcefully rearward when the pistol is
fired.

Always keep yourself and others clear of the ejection port
because spent cartridges are hot and are ejected with enough force to
cause injury. Never touch the slide or barrel immediately after firing
because they may be hot and could cause burns.

Never place your fingers in the ejection port because they
could be injured by the movement of the slide.

Never fire your STEYR pistol near an animal unless it is
trained to accept that noise. An animal’s startled reaction could injure
it, or cause an accident.

[\ (2 i[< 4 Always put a responsible and competent person in charge

13
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to maintain safety, discipline and control when a group is firing at a
range, to reduce the likelihood of a negligent discharge.

Always carry your STEYR pistol unloaded with the slide
locked open in the rearward position while on a range until preparing
to fire. Always keep the pistol pointed towards the backstop when
loading, firing and unloading it.

When the pistol is loaded with a cartridge in the chamber, the firing
pin is partially cocked, the trigger is in the forward position, the Reset
Action Safety System with trigger and drop safeties are activated, and
the loaded chamber indicator is visible as it protrudes from the rear of
the slide and can be felt with the finger.

To fire the pistol, pull the trigger
to its rearmost position, using
your trigger finger. This will auto-
matically deactivate the trigger and
drop safeties.

After firing the last cartridge the
slide will remain locked open in the
rearward position.

14



CHAPTER 4: UNLOADING

[AWARNINg| Although your STEYR pistol has a feature known as a “load-
ed chamber indicator,” it is a mechanical device, which could fail.
Never solely rely on a loaded chamber indicator or your memory to
know if your STEYR pistol is loaded. Always retract the slide and visu-
ally check to make sure there is not a cartridge in the chamber.

It is possible that a cartridge may be in the chamber when
a loaded magazine is being removed from or inserted into your STEYR
pistol. A cartridge in the chamber will discharge when the trigger is
pulled, whether or not a magazine is in your STEYR pistol. Therefore,
never leave your STEYR pistol unattended, even when the magazine
is removed. You must always verify that the chamber is empty before
field stripping your STEYR pistol for cleaning or any other reason.

To unload your STEYR pistol, follow the instructions below.

To ensure that your STEYR pistol is unloaded, you MUST
follow these steps in these order to ensure that there is no cartridge in
the chamber when you have finished unloading.

1. Remove the magazine by press-
ing the magazine release.

15
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Fig. 14

Fig. 16

2. Retract the slide to eject any car-
tridge that may be in the cham-
ber.

3. Lock the slide in the rearward
(open) position.

4. Visually and manually check to
make sure that no cartridge re-
mains in the chamber.

16



5. Release the slide to return it to
the forward (closed) position.

Your STEYR pistol may also be unloaded when the integrated limited
access safety lock is engaged.

17
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CHAPTER 5: DISASSEMBLY

[AWARNINg| Although your STEYR pistol has a feature known as a “load-
ed chamber indicator,” it is a mechanical device, which could fail.
Never solely rely on a loaded chamber indicator or your memory to
know if your STEYR pistol is loaded. Always retract the slide and visu-
ally check to make sure there is not a cartridge in the chamber.

It is possible that a cartridge may be in the chamber when
a loaded magazine is being removed from or inserted into your STEYR
pistol. A cartridge in the chamber will discharge when the trigger is
pulled, whether or not a magazine is in your STEYR pistol. Therefore,
never leave your STEYR pistol unattended, even when the magazine
is removed. You must always verify that the chamber is empty before
field stripping your STEYR pistol for cleaning or any other reason.

Never alter or modify your STEYR pistol because this could

cause it to malfunction and create a dangerous condition.

Always wear safety glasses when disassembling your STEYR
pistol to protect your eyes from springs.

To disassemble (field strip) your STEYR pistol for cleaning, follow the
instructions below.

To ensure that your STEYR pistol is unloaded, you MUST
follow these steps in these order to ensure that there is no cartridge in
the chamber when you have finished unloading.

18



Fig. 14

19

1.

2.

3.

Remove the magazine by press-
ing the magazine release.

Retract the slide to eject any car
tridge that may be in the cham-
ber.

Lock the slide in the rearward
(open) position.

ENGLISH
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Fig. 16

Fig. 11a

4. Visually and manually check to
make sure that no cartridge re-
mains in the chamber.

5. Release the slide to return it to
the forward (closed) position.

6. With the muzzle of your Steyr
pistol pointed in a safe direction,
pull the trigger.

20



10.

21

. Press the integrated limited ac-

cess lock in with the index fin-
ger of your firing hand and hold
it pressed in.

. Swing the disassembly lever

down with the thumb of your
non-firing hand.

. Pull the slide off of the grip

frame towards the front.

Press the recoil spring toward
the front of the slide while pull-
ing it up to remove it from the
slide.

ENGLISH
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11. Holding the barrel by the bolt
lock, lift and remove it from the
slide by pulling it up and back.

[AwARNING| Never further disassemble your STEYR pistol. Any further
disassembly must be performed by STEYR authorized personnel.

22



CHAPTER 6: PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE

[AWARNING| Always be sure that the barrel of your STEYR pistol is clear
of obstructions before firing it. Remove any obstructions before firing
your STEYR pistol so that it will function safely and correctly. Any ob-
struction in the barrel could prevent the pistol from firing properly and
result in death or serious personal injury and damage to the pistol.

It is possible that a cartridge may be in the chamber when
a loaded magazine is being removed from or inserted into your STEYR
pistol. A cartridge in the chamber will discharge when the trigger is
pulled, whether or not a magazine is in your STEYR pistol. Therefore,
never leave your STEYR pistol unattended, even when the magazine
is removed. You must always verify that the chamber is empty before
field stripping your STEYR pistol for cleaning or any other reason.

Always wear safety glasses when cleaning your STEYR pis-
tol to protect your eyes from cleaning materials.

[AWARNING| Always make sure that no ammunition is located in the area
where you clean your STEYR pistol. Cleaning solvents can affect the
primer and powder in ammunition and cause it to malfunction. This
could result in a bullet being pushed into the barrel of your STEYR
pistol and getting stuck. Firing another round with a bullet stuck in
the barrel could cause the barrel to burst and result in death or serious
personal injury, in addition to damaging the pistol.

23
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Main parts for cleaning.

Slide

Barrel

Recoil spring assy.

(e

Magazine

Fig. 22

Clean and lubricate the main parts of your STEYR pistol after you fire
it or whenever it becomes exposed to sand, dust or water (including
humidity or condensation). Proper maintenance is important to ensure
that your STEYR pistol functions correctly. To clean your STEYR pistol,
first disassemble it pursuant to the instructions in Chapter 5. Always
use cleaning patches and brushes of the proper size for the caliber of
your STEYR pistol.

24



O Cleaning rod

Bronze wire brush

Nylon bristle brush

(STEYR cleaning kit optional)
Fig. 23

After you have disassembled your STEYR pistol, clean the inside of the
barrel as follows:

1. Wet a cleaning patch with a gun cleaning solvent or a cleaner-
lubricant-preservative and run it through the barrel, from the cham-
ber end, several times using a cleaning rod.

2. Wet a bronze wire brush and run it back and forth in the barrel,
from the chamber end, using a cleaning rod to remove any fouling
and burned powder.

3. Wet another cleaning patch with a gun cleaning solvent or a clean-
er-lubricant-preservative and run it through the barrel once, from
the chamber end, with the cleaning rod and examine it. If it is not
clean, repeat steps two and three until the patch remains clean
after being run through the barrel.

25
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4. Run a clean patch through the barrel, from the chamber end, using
the cleaning rod.

5. Lightly wet a clean patch with gun oil or a cleaner-lubricant-preser-
vative and run it through the barrel from the chamber end.

6. Before firing your STEYR pistol, run a clean patch through the bar-
rel, from the chamber end, using the cleaning rod. Repeat this
procedure until the patch comes out of the barrel with no gun oil or
cleaner-lubricant-preservative on it.

[\ [ed g [« If you will be storing your STEYR pistol, do not perform step
6 until you are ready to fire it.

Clean the slide, rails, outside of the barrel, and slide catch as follows
(refer to illustrations on this page):

1. Wet a nylon bristle brush with a gun cleaning solvent or a cleaner-
lubricant-preservative and thoroughly brush these areas to remove
any dirt or residue.

2. Wipe the areas dry with a clean patch and examine it. If it is not
clean, repeat steps one and two until the patch remains clean.

26



Oiling points

3. Apply a thin film of gun oil or cleaner-lubricant-preservative to the
firing pin, bolt lock guides, and the outside of the front end of the
barrel as shown in the above illustration.

Do not over lubricate your STEYR pistol because too much
lubricant can collect unburned powder and other debris and prevent
your STEYR pistol from functioning properly.

Reassemble your STEYR pistol as described in Chapter 7.

27
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CHAPTER 7: REASSEMBLY

[AwaRNING] Always wear safety glasses when reassembling your STEYR
pistol to protect your eyes from springs.

To reassemble your STEYR pistol after cleaning it, follow the instruc-
tions below.

1. Holding the barrel by the bolt
lock, insert it into the slide by
pushing it down and in.

2. Insert the recoil spring into the
slide by pressing it down and
in.

3. Push the slide onto the grip
frame towards the back.

4. Swing the disassembly lever
back up.

28



CHAPTER 8: PRODUCT SERVICE

Because of the complexity of the terms of the Magnuson-Moss War-
ranty Act, STEYR ARMS, Inc. has chosen not to offer an express war-
ranty. STEYR ARMS, Inc. still remains committed to its customers and
stands behind the quality of its products. If your STEYR pistol requires
service, write to STEYR ARMS, Inc. at P.O. Box 840, Trussville, AL 35173
or call (205) 467-6544 for instructions on how to return your pistol. Do
not return your STEYR pistol for service without prior authorization.

The implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particu-
lar purpose are expressly disclaimed. STEYR ARMS, Inc. will not be
responsible for any damage or injury caused by disassembly of the
pistol beyond the field stripping described in Chapter 5 of this Owner’s
Manual, alterations or modifications to the pistol, or the use of re-
loaded or handloaded ammunition, or ammunition of a different caliber
then your STEYR pistol.

29
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ITEM
1
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22
23
24
30
31
32
33
34
35

DESCRIPTION STANDARD

BARREL

FRAME

* MAGAZINE RELEASE

* MAGAZINE RELEASE REST

* MAGAZINE RELEASE SPRING

* MULTIFUNCTION COMPONENT

DISASSEMBLY LEVER

* EJECTOR

* EJECTOR/DROP SAFETY LEVER  1SO 8748 - 2,5x6 ST
FIRING PIN CATCH

LEVER

FIRING PIN CATCH SPRING

LEVER SPRING

FIRING PIN CATCH PIN DIN 6325 - 2m6x18
LEVER PIN DIN 6325 - 3m6x18
* TRIGGER BAR

* TRIGGER

* TRIGGER SAFETY

* TRIGGER SAFETY SPRING

* TRIGGER SPRING

* TRIGGER BAR PIN 1SO 8748 - 3x10-ST
* TRIGGER PIN ISO 8748 4x16-A- ST
* KEY LOCK

* KEY LOCK SPRING

SLIDE CATCH

SLIDE CATCH SPRING

DROP SAFETY

SLIDE WITH LOADED CHAMBER INDICATOR ASSEMBLY
FRONT SIGHT

REAR SIGHT

33

QUANTITY

1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.

2 pcs.

1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1pcs.
1pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
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ITEM
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52

ASSY A
ASSY B
ASSY C
ASSY D
ASSY F
ASSY G
ASSY H
ASSY |

DESCRIPTION STANDARD
* LOADED CHAMBER INDICATOR
* RETAINING WASHER DIN 6799-1,9-ST

* LOADED CHAMBER INDICATOR  SPRING
* EXTRACTOR

* EXTRACTOR PIN

* SPRING

SLIDE PLATE

FIRING PIN

FIRING PIN SPRING GUIDE
FIRING PIN SPRING WASHER
FIRING PIN SPRING

* RECOIL SRPING GUIDE

* RECOIL SPRING

* SLIDE PLATE PIN

KEY

WASHER

MAGAZINE

MAGAZINE RELEASE ASSEMBLY
MULTIFUNCTION COMPONENT WITH EJECTOR
TRIGGER BAR ASSEMBLY

KEY LOCK ASSEMBLY

LOADED CHAMBER INDICATOR

EXTRACTOR ASSEMBLY

RECOIL SPRING ASSEMBLY

SLIDE PLATE PIN ASSEMBLY

QUANTITY
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
2 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
2 pcs.
1pcs.
2 pcs.

1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.
1 pcs.

All parts marked with * are part of available as a single spare part.
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