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“By real Treland’ the Irish H:’-I.J-]”j.' mean postca rd
[reland, even m}'thi:- Ireland, a not-too-distant past tor which

they suffer pangs of longing—and also embarrassment.”

HE LIGHT IN IRELAND 15 sich a  Itcomesin from the sices. 18IS uop oflba white
fAokle blessing: The way, outof a horsecora beach and scatters through the moisi
bruised and sodden sky, & single  air with a numinous glow, It rises from earth
beamn bright as platinum feels its  toward the heavens. Then it's gane
way across g green hillside; or, 10 early eve- [t was that kind of afternoon even in the
ning, the smudged sky breaks and the sun 15 dreary Dublin neighborhood called Bally
suddenly incandesceént on every white farimm-  mun, It was raining and the stin was shining.
house and every hlade of wel grass. The light  Infront of a high-rise the children had knotted
fircls 113 way mysteriously around the clouds i faced rope from the crook of a streetlamp fot

vswing. A girl sat inaloop at the bottom and a

RICHARD CONNIFF 1= a frequent contributor o ' a = THE
NATIONAL Cieoauapmic Many of his gheeddo oy sent her whirling, till theé rope writpped
immigrated 1o America from the north and west of  WSell around the. lamppost like a nbbon

[reland in the mid-19th century around a Mavpode, Then she came swinging




back the other way, ina widening gyre, golden
hair spread oot in the sun

A flock of small children plaved m a putted
delivery van nenrby. “Are vou from the
policer™ a bo) sticking hi= hesad
e Blown-oul rear window . Assured

“aomebody stole it and

B
5K '.I i

through 1
that I wasn't, he sad

left it over there, We took the wheels off <o the
M

:--||1'|1' wouldn't take it awas

The van was their plavhouse, Ballymun

| = - ] = - | C
having been bui ML BOeqUATE ERODS,

yasic factlities. Such

piaygrounds, or other ba

public-honsmng estates sprang up all over wu

ban Ireland in the 1960s and “70s, often on the
1solated fringes ol big cities, like shelf space for
the unemployed and the unwanted. " People
near Hallymun and they think you re & junkie
or & thief or a suicidal case." a local man told

me. “RBut the maiority of ||-.-.‘-]-||: are decent,”

He Ioaked at the dingy row of high-rise huild-
imes, “The gray, gray towers of home."

In the van the boy proudly showed me how
e and hiz friends had stripped the rabber lin
g% from around the doors and slung them from
holes poked in the roof to make trapezes, on
which two youngsters went careening from
one side of the van to the other. Another group
of children began pelting the van with dirt

bombs, ~ My name 15 Stephen MelNevin, m)
Hut t
s of his three-vear-old niece,
plus the possibility that the real Stephen
McNevin might show up from the bullding
nextdoor toreciaim his name, all drove him to
distrection. He thrust his head back out the
rear window and reared, " Hold ver fhppin

name 15, the hoy was sayving 1t clin

the hawling

fire: there ' s a child i here

Fhe words “real Irelgnd” came o mind
[1's a phrase the Irish use to deseribe any place
other than where they are right now. By “real
Ireland™ the Irish usually mean postcard Ire
[reland, a not-too-distant
nast for which they suffer pangs of longing

and alsoembarrassment: A smart city type ina
recent play by Boan Friel peers around a rura
landscape and A

wilD H |
3 H:ul|||'-.' nddimn I_l""'illlr'.

land, even mythic

shudder declares,

eal Ireland 1s an urban nation now. A
quarier of the population ves in metrapolitan
Dublin alone, and manufacturing, not farm
ing, is the engine of the Irish economy, maosti
under the control of multinational companies
[t is the voungest country in Europe, with
almost half the population under 25, It has
alsn lately renlized that half its population is
female: The [rish Constitution still say
woman 5 place is in the home, but women
now constitute a thirc and
they ve become & dynamic element in publi

L

ol

of the workforce

hie, most visibly with the election of Man
Robinson as Ireland's first female president
The hght in Ireland now is olten neon
=crudty neighborhoods ke Ballymun have in
Sl gl o string of eccentric it movies ATNONE
them My Left Foot, The Cryving Game, and The
Commuriments, in which pale-faced jackeens

the slang term for Dubliners) growled " 1'm

LEGANT AD On a towr blis promotes visits
E' to Duhlin's Georgian

House, Merrmion Sogugre row houses share the

aiyvie Cpatiom

design tradifton. bAisewirere vintose baiidings fmid
bor new construchion, rasing e ire Of pressri-

Homsts who decy the rozmyg of the nation's

UFCIeCTumMT pafrarssany
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00 B C wiath their hell-for-leather charior racing. Endawed with emernld

pastures rich n bone-tuildimr calcwem, [reland remdins, tn the yiew of an

Frish Natwono! Stud offtciad, the * European nursery™ for horses




Mirm courties made up the anciont

province of Lister, Throa now lie
It the republic; the other six,
divided into 36 administratia
districts, dafine the boundaries
of Northern lenland, oftan
referred to sy, wimply, Lister.

. il
At tid

Jcean

Cinly i day's drive ncross,
Ireland hardly seems larpe
enough to comtain its clamor-
ois history, A mmecession of
invadors— Celts, Vikings,
MNormans—created an Irnish
stew of peoples that seethed
during 700 vears of Englizh
dominatinn. Waves of out-
migration were st in motion
by high Wrthrates, the prac-
tice of farmers bestowing

property anly upon the first-
born son, and the 9L

centiry potitto famine.
Contenticn over

territory will remain

as long as forces for

amnd against uniting
British-controlled
MNorthern Ireland with
the Republic of lreiand,
independent since 1933,
stay locked in thelr mur-
derous stalemate

hiack and I'm proud” while endeavoring
helatedly to bring soul music to Ireland, U2,
often dubbed the world's most successful rock
band, originated just down the road from Bal-
lvimun and has invested its wealth to make
Dublin a center of the international music
industry. Glitterati prow| the strests, Mick
Jagger often among them. At timesit feelsasif
the entire nation is hurtling into a honky-tonk
future with the rag ends of its discarded peas-
ant culture still fluttering wildly in its wake.

Ireland has become prosperous, partly be-
causze the spirit of enterprise has revived after
long stagnation —and @lso because the Euro-
pean Union has handed over almaost 30 billion
dollars for modermization and farm subsidies
since Ireland became a member in 1973,
Where once all cars were Fords, and even they
Were scarce, it's common now to see BMWsin
the streets. Where displays of sophistication
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once incurred withering disapproval, every-
one seems o vacation in the Canary [slands
now, and, for those who don't, every town
has Yturbo sunbed” tanning. But at the same
time, johlessness has soared, to nearly 20 per-
cent (and more than 60 percent in places like
Ballvmun). Headlines tell of tourists mugged
at needle-point by heroin addicts and police
pelted with stones in the housing projects of
Dublin and Galway, Along with freedom and
promise, there is a sense that the Irish have
come adrift from their old social anchorsin the
land, the church; and the family.

The old vision of Ireland, of Roman Catho-
lic families living in “frugal comfort™ on small
farms and of "comely maidens” dancing at
the crossronds — the dreamy rurnl myth, cele-
brated by Eamon de Valera, independent Ire-
land’s most towering political figure— had
already faded by the 1970s.

National Ceographic, Seplember 1904



But it has been smashed o ibs 10 recent

vears by a sertes of punfully public evonts
notably the *X which a 4-verr-old
pirl was raped bv 8 fnend’s fathe:

government tried to stop her from traveling

1
cCaseE. [l

j I::"".I':'

Abroad for an abortion AVing 1

whelmingly to ban abortion in the 1980s,
many Insh suddenly found themselves in the
' position of identifving the victim
An abortion-nghts

SPIILINE, peonle

RN AT R

with thesr

oW daughters.
activist recalls that instead of

Ared "Shaking our :'I.'llll- il LAKINE It

||||E-_-!- Y Si0d ITEr, Lhe news broke that on

Of Lhie COULtry £ maos ||"!'E||.'i I'l"!'_""'-l'||,:||"|'-
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affasr with an American as

hail conducted an
o retused, at {irs

0 acknowledee his own

Uhe old vision of Ire

and has plso suffered
because of the squalid conflict between Catho

ic andd Protestant over iNorthern Ireland . the

frelarnd on ol |I"":"-'-"I.II

coenttes that ren

United Kinpdom. Before the Irish Kepublis

x. Lllstes

won its independence m 1922, the Engiisl

S . 4
LA Woiarh,

domimited Ireland for more than
gnd a hingenng colomal mind-zet stll colors
[rish thanking

ANY i

cEnse of ey, Lo thiose times when L

NYEersaton can turn

-.II'.II-:
athaolis
were lorbidden to buy land, speak Irish, o

praciice ther relran | H (e )

with

of Northern Ireland recite

equal passion atear of vieiding power to Cath-
the constitution anmd Th

In the repubh

A CEIES !-.1'-!. lone stodwd (or &
put 25

have made the old

leading palitical

united Ireland governed from Dublin

vears of sectarmn murder
W ko

Lhundin columast recentiy

Fhelore ut I_|.||.'.|.:||! 'y -.'.'l'l_l. a

grrote, “why am

expression of lrish nationalism has come to be

regarded i-ll.'lll il A5 N embarrassment



] ll’. TET and easy o
IoTIAEON, d

Lee tends his ¢ lll"'l'-: tri 1 stahl

srddoi Ly — .,
ET, S2YE LAE

pony Crvpsy

t et of s

| ] to ] d —
£ YT I|.." FEEIATLE

iri the Clondaikin district of Dubilin. a metropolis

where cars still dodee horse-drawn corts hawling

les to markeat
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I"ve visated Ireland nine times
16 years, taking 1o the pace of change at inter-
vais. I go back partly

O80s America gs an Ir

because 1 was reared In
gy Catholic, and the
ight in words
with afactlitv mainly for expressing ome
an emotion?), the sensun
constricted by the fear of hell, thu
longing for fmth muted by resentment
church, the hberal socnl outlook dragged
down by intolerance. When [ hear the Irish
talk with love and hitterness aboul their own
cufture
ald and new there, something still reso

state of mind is familiar: the de
paired
emotion (1sn L iromn
P e

and when [ feel the tension betwesn
nates
within me, however distantly

largely
the same. Even Dublin

[Orelgn St

[ g0 bhack because [ love Ireland
for what has staved
remilns relaxed andards, and
people mostly act

| lihe

Freen

as if other people still mattes

by wake up to the morning sun on tht

npér domes and vellow chimney pots

he smell of to 4.:'-'-r=-i brown bread with strong
ien, and the latest exchanege on the letters-to

the-editor page: On Monday, a correspondent
isks how A driver can signnl her apologies
when she mnakes a mistak
Thursday —eurekal —a
he strikes s breast

on the road,. Un
repilies  Lhal
wHil A prolound

reader

table determined to

ad and hand

NAFInE. Dowever
COM I nALY,

[ go to Ireland because 1t 1s still possihle to
pick up existential philosophy from the tele-
|"I[I|||':';' operilor and come dWay W
what more effi
they are so busy saving. Oné day | dialed to get
the number for a fishing
pht in County Mayo. " Delphi,’
] .:I;-- the oracle
Mes clireeLor

wlavo

"1 el un trom Lhi
commit egregiouserrorson the ro

senal the lovely sense of

iiworrthily, in A

e | i "
ITHECTIT

"H' L S(H il;"_;l'- ||,l.l wiith |LI|.' Fime
lodege named Del-
L CGipErato
He leafed through

o for the fish in

T
HAnd when vou e
My ~1r.-|'|-||j:- and elu

Irizh have held on so far to the
t put s on thisearth
ciatch the fsh or get the number
That's sometmes easy to forget

when the subject at hand s modermzation
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olely b
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OFEL C WAS A GODHID
those davs, a
Meaney told me, over tea

HORSEMAN I

Lo
anl
1 1AM, One GAY I |.2||"
‘He was ;
FACEtrack
shifted him to
the front of hischair. * Driving finishes, ok ves,
Civing out left and right with
the whip, and thevwounldn't o g o Lhee
horse. Of course, he was taking them tog.”
The neighbor under Mol |

Dluggan, is 60 now and hass wierd much
with are. He drives through tow
Mercedes, with ‘I::-
et hsiasi

& Ner namaa

I - - .
black-curral

F N 1 [
of Millstrieel, |

tough man in a tight finish.” The

Ounty Lork

tow

Memory ross teione s £vVes . I|I||

I|'..I WG NE NS

W agd

SELASSE0T,
tmell
n a silver
vizsar down. He is a small,
with a mobile phone on his
big dreams
.-..-I his fingers drom if he is
i MOVINE toward those dreams

Mman
hielt and clear blue eves [1xed on
LIng Knée DOuUunces,

restrainedd 1
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SNoel O
. has become the

incrowned King of Millstreel, celebrated as a

for more than Gve munutes ol o Hme

as hie 18 known evervwhen
svmbolof what is ambitious and '|-:'.'|!|1ja' about
miaddern Lreland

Millstreet today 1s a handsome rural town of

about 1,500 people, little more than

"I'l"-.'l.'l Ilr- r.-l-l-..lljl-

L singls
painted pubs and traditional
wood-fronted shops with nasturtiumes spilling
out of window boxes. It nses on a hllside in a
landscape of hgh, dark mountains and rolling
green lields. But when Noel U got his start, 1t
wias adying backweater, bvpassed by the Cork
AUtomotive ase

As the eldest son among 11 children, Noel |
quit school at ape 1.3, on his father's death. His
neighbors he

Killarnev road and th

eved his attempt to revive his
rrandiather s hardware husiness was doomed
o fmlire, like Millstreet and Ireland itseld

||-r|"ll'|':"|,'I irin ir'-]‘-' .Illl‘-I LAl '-'.

“They laurhed and they scoffed ancd thes
mocked and thev talked ot the cornmer.” b
recalls, voice tightening. The memorv is com
monploce in Ireland; A senze of inferiorty, of
having no future, was one of the most perva
sive effects of Ireland’s long colonial history,
and 30 was begrudgery, the use of the sharp
put-down to discourage anvone else from 1ak-
Jlgiuilhh:u “hjl'H'.l“]tJE?rTﬂf

put Noel C prospered, expanding into the
pt his car visor
[ had the atti-
tude that if [ must drive through the town,

Lthe better. 1 ot all

structural-steel business. He ki
down then, he Y5, brCause

then the less people | saw
myv business out of town."

No single event or flowering of brotherly
love seems to have transformed Noel C into
vlilistreet s most enerpetic civie booster. B

in the fnte 1970s & small sroup of local leaders



began to meet at his house to find ways of put-
ting Millstreet back on the map. The result
i= that the town now has pearly 500 high-
technology jobs, hardly any unemployment,
and a reputation for white magic. Millstreet
hosts an international horse show that rivals
the world-renowned Roval Dublin Society
show, Last vear, when the ¥ Dublinization™ of
Ireland was otherwise advancing unchecked,
Millstreet displaced the capital as host for the
Eurovision Song Contest, a major European
entertainment event.

Noel C has made the revival of Millstreet his
holy mission, for what seemed to me a benev-
alent but also a dark and intriguingly Irish
maotive, a motive that is on the rise in modern
Ireland: It is the pendulum opposite of be-
grudgery, a determination to prove everyone
else wrong. to reverse the fate of his grand-
father, who died “a disappointed man in a
dilapidated community,” even to undo centu-
ries of colonial backwardness in a generation.
It ¢can be an indomitable force, especially
paired with clever execution. Thus Noel C
offered the Eurovision contest free use of his
six-million-dollar horse-show complex, built
larpely with European Union grants. Bul he
made sure that participants from 25 nations
would each begin with the same greeting,
*Good evening, Millstreet!” —a promotional
manira going out from his backwater to 300
million television viewers worldwide.

The community seems to animate Noel C's
every thought now. The visor stavs down
out of habit, but as he drives, he exchanges
greetings with almost evervone. To enlist the
town's support, he put away the whip and
learned to listen to his neighbors.

Noel C turns the car into the driveway of
Drishane Castle, one of the great estates that
once constricted Millstreet under the old colo-
nial system of landlord ownership, All four
surviving estates now belong to Noel C
“These were all no-go terrtories when 1 was a
child,"” he says, his voice brimming close to
satisfaction. “You can be sure that [ was
chased out of them. Now that 1 own them,
they're open to the whole world.” The castle
will become Millstreet's first hotel, and the
plan inspires him: “1'm talking aboul a health-
regeneration center, together with a sports-
rehabilitation facility!” He1s exultant. *1 was
the chosen ane to do something to miake the
town busy again. 1 love doing it. 11l die a
happy man.” But not too soon. Noel C glances

16

under the car visor at the green hillsides and,
like a vista, his agenda for Millstreet opens
before his mind's blinkered eve. "1 haven't
even begun vet," he says,

But it would be misleading —and mavbe a
little terrifving —to suppest that Ireland has
become a nation of Noel C. Duggans. On the
contrary, I aften felt in my travels as though
the rest of Ireland were still waiting to be born,
and, unlike Millstreet, not much looking for-
ward to the prospect. “1 don't think we've
come into the world vel," a Dublin man
hedged. “We're still in the embryvo.” Every-
where, | encountered & sense that traditional
Irish values hove fniled or been corrupted. But
while here and there a Noel C pursued his new
vision, most people seemed more interested in
griping about the old way of life, in fixing
hlame for what they'd lost, or in picking over
their whaole shattered myvthology for a laugh

i HERE USED TO BE a dairy there,”

said Betty Cashin, 8 grandmother

with ruddy cheeks and blond curls

gone to platinum. We were walking
down Summerhill, a street an the north side
of Dublin where she'd raised her children
“You'd go and ask formaybe a ha!f pint of milk
and pay two pence for it. They had it in‘a big
wooden bucket on the counterwith aclothover
the top, and they'd scoop it out with a glass for
you. There was agrocery next door, with fresh
butter. Ah, it wias the bestthing yvoucould taste.
God bless the days, when they were good!”

Those davs were also often desperately
poor, Even into mid-century, some [ublin
familiss still shared a single room without
plumbing, and children sometimes went bare-
foot inwinter. But what lingers with the older
generation 15 the lost sense of neighborhood.
People may not have had money to buy meat,
but they remember when a neighbor was more
fortunate—and passed along the cooking
witer from her holled bacon and cabbage so
the cabbage of the family next door could
have at least the fiavor of meat.

“You had neighbors and they were grand,”
said Marv Corbally, who lived around the cor-
ner from Betty Cashin. *1 loved standing at
the door. That was me life. 1 had a brick to
hold it open so the kids could run in and out.
used to love it when it was raining, because all
the kids would sit i the hall roaring and
screaming, I miss it, 1t's too quiet now.”

The shops and the old Georgian tenements

Natronal Geographic, Seplember 1004
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unemploeyment despite white-coll

for Ireland s poor, Dublin’s O'Commedl Street Bridee serves as a gprim
gfttute by (relond suffers from nearly 20 percerdt
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are gang from >ummerhill, replaced by pubdi
housing in the 1980s. “I tell vou what sticks in
my mind," said Corbally
to knock the old onesc
the new ones. They were solid stone
only cardboard now

‘It took "em longer

own then it aid to putup

I hey' re

In the 19805 people began to recognize thal
the essential character of the city was disap
pearing along with its fanlights and wooden
window sashes and brass-knobbed painted
doors. Preservation of Dublin's celebrated
Leprgian architecture
New bulldings
details began to appear everywhere

Udddly, though, the destruction of | GO LA
netghborhoods didn 't stop. Every time | went
to wisit, another stregt of
nouses and pubs had fallen to make room fora
Mmuler rowd WLy
attitude among urban developers seemed to be

ecame a4 ashionable

WILH neo-LeCaOrginn

cCRaUse

hack wrick row

hopping mall or a o The
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that saving Georgian streelscapes was a nice
idea but I also
flew in the face of the deeply felt Irish urge Lo
be as modern as any other nation.

Un summerhill, Betty Coshin wias walking
past a row of new apartment houses with rail-
ingsand moatsout front, as if with the purpose

too costlv and inconvenient

af cutting off any possibility of street life
'There used to be houses from the corner up
(o the flats," she said. “Big, big houses, and
FL'..E“:'. :."'"-".:i'-. j-.::'l'li.|‘:1'.'- lving tn then 'L.".-hl_'l'l
they were moved out to Ballvfermol and
Fingins and the like,” she said, listing new
housing estates, " they died of broken hearts.”

What had been left behind was a thorough-
As A pesture to the old neighborhood,

the streetlamps echoed the traditional Dublin

Fig

style, their tops bowed over like the crook of a
Hishop's Crosie
lated, given over toabandoned buildings and a

But the corner was depopu









.\ paccAn HEAsT ard g Chrtstion sowd feaed the roots of the Irish nature. The Macnaos

theater group celebrates pre-Christion culrure duning a festival m Athenry, But Roman
1l

Catholicism i decidedly paramount, especially in western precincts ke Dimgle, where gorls step from

St Mary's Church tnbo a Blustery Sundoay in May following their first Cormmitnion.

parking lot. The road had been widened for
commuter trafhc

for cars, more 50 than people,”

“Thev've made it better
satdl Cashin
“Verv sad, when yvou think back an it."

The old Dublin had been purged aimost sys
tematically, as a blight. At each end of Sum
merhill billboards advertised an Insh whiskes
in the cosmopalitan language of the suburban
molorists whipping through. “Meellenx
“T'he French are great lovers ol
“Vellutato!™ =aid thi other
“Ttalians are quite vocal about its smooth-
ness!” The whiskey called el the " spint o
[reland.” but the hillboards were

bookends on an empty shell

S
anie billbhoard

its smoothness!"

iKe iy

wE SUNDAY 1IN oLy, 1 joined the
long line of pllgrims working theis
way up Creagh Patrick, the peni
tentially steep and rocky west-
¢onst mountain from which st. Patrick himsell
once prayved for the Imsh. It was o rugged

climb, with our backs to the pewter surface of
Clew Bay. Rescue teams edpeed down through
the crowd bearing the injured, whose scalps
were bloodied by fulls; they used tratling ropes
to brake the stretchers on their descent. The
rocks rumbled under the tramping of our feet,
and o pilgnm sang, “Rollin', rollin’, rollin
keep them doges rotling

|
Featherweight soda cans clattered arross

the stones in 8 wash of candy wrappers, Butin
the dark clouds at the top, we passed back into
a former age. Voices muttering their pravers
abhove the wind. The faithful paced
around a ceirn in a tight circle, cach as keen
ant] focused As A tooth on & gear, many also
ticking off the smaller gear of the rosary 1n one
hand, a fierce clockwork of prayer

Chn the chimb down, 1 tell in wiath 1om Col-
s,
cane Lo ense the burden on his unshod feet,
il clammy with cold.
‘Why harefoots” 1 asked

a bus deiver. He leaneéd heavily on his

which were hrosed

Yilromal o ] |'.'-'_|'-" '!i By ,"';r',".'_l'l' ;'I'l'lli'-"| L






N HOCVILLAGE af caordvans, or trodler

L homes, houses vioationers on the
Burren, i koarst in County Clare, Fearing harm

to the area’s fragile vegetation, environmentalises

g Foneg o court o block construction of an

mterpretive center af nearby Mullagh More

“Penance, " he said, “Because I cannot for
give people. And deep faith.” Collins wanted
the old Ireland back: “It's chanpgmg for the
worse. All the modern conventences we have,
the ‘mod cons,” thev're not good. IUs like
when Satan appeared to Jesus and said, 1'l]
give you anything 1o the world vou wianl

"We're turmng God," he
added. “My views embarrass people. They

away from
embarrass myv brother, and he's a priest.” We
passed another barefoot pilgrim. " Oh, yvou re
ins called out. Y Pick the
flatl ones and take vour time.”

For amoment he watched the sunlight mow-
g acrosz hiliside. The bay below was dotted
with iglands and bright spits of sand. 1he
oppasite shore wis a patchwork of preen and

doing very well, " Caol

gold felds. Y1 love looking at the grass,” Col
lins said
blade of grass nor a har on vour head goes

“Because | remember that not a

uncounted by Grod. And when vou think that a
dark-haired fellow like vourself has 100, 000
hairs, God is very close, very personal.’

We said rood-bve, but 1 thought about Col-
lins all the way back to level ground. His
words impressed on me how powerful the
force of deep faith remains in Irish life

ORBETTERAND FORWORSE, the Cath
olic religion has long been the back
bone of Irish Celtic identity. Under
the British the parish priest was often

thie onlv figure of authorty to fight for ordi-
Sunday Mass, the one evenl
attended bv almost evervone, helped keep
alive the Celtic sense of commumnity

pulpit and confessional, the priest presided
over local life well into this century. A boy's

RS I_Il!Il|||['

[hrough

ly told me, was his
"{ixod bless VO, Father." to be tugeed defer-
entiallv in the strects. Until recently bishops
could dictate national low. Even now the
church controls almost all state-funded pri-
rmary and secondary education

What has disappeared, {or the most part, i
the use of religion as an instrument for count-
ing the hoirs on other people’s heads. Inthe old

forelock, Marv Corha

=N

Ireland, people were quick to note even the

smallest deviation from approved form. “It
was the valley of the sguinting windows," o
Dublin man told me, using a fipure of speech
Lhat lingers vividly in people’s memones

The consequences could be painful, partic-
ularly because the windows squinted most
ferociously on matters of romance. Courtship
was “an otcasion of sin™ for confession, and 8
bov and girl who strolled
risking the eternal perils of ¥ pernicious night
ing,” & woman told
was when vou said vou'd been keeping
company. The priest would always ask, 'And
what didd vou do?" "

The obsession with cex often transiated mto
an obsession with the punty —or impurity —ol
women. A tough, cagurette-smoking Dublin
woman [ met recollected a religious custom

wand in hand were

Ill'.‘l-lll.l'llll: i= ||-1-I_III .|I|I||rl,:r =
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for " arolezogue pzarre, and

pirbelievalile,

unprecedented eancials Robinson alone
seemed to stand for independence and integ
rity. Having astonished themselves by elect
ing ber, the Irish went on to émbrace her g3 a
symbal of thetr own newfound tolerance
when | talked with Robinson in the eerse
\rgs Aan PTes]

fléent s ome —in Lablin e Park. il

Uchtarfin—"the
= III
struck me that the Irsh have also ensured that
'he posd

Kobinson's

stillness of

shie will be hittle more than a svmbiol
ceremanial, and
l1nes her towarn aca

demicand iIawverly reserve. shed

Hon s larpely
OWT personality also i
escribes her
a practicing Catholic, Buat ouw
conversation suggested 4 thoroughly modern
Irish faith, deep with Engled croscurrents

We talked alw
inson grew up. 1o the old Ireland the ws

i N
[ I'. |I- i &

S

it the raari] town where RBol-

was 1o be Yread from the altar”™ by the pries

L uringe the contracepiion figtit, Rohbinson s

devoutly Catholic parénts sat in ther pew and

heard thetr daughter's efforts denounced in a
IENOp AL

I - -
letter from the arch CUrse upon

T,
CrlE Qdrn €

BeITerF ¥l '.:'l'i-: SENE R SO ETLMiES Waangdd Ul T g8

\ NET CAST IN HOMAGE marks an Inishmore prave on the windy Aran Islonds, ¢
d
d wiater-filled sphere and its saintly fAetororee. Hikers rizk joinine the departed by
FL

pes of the gouthern Dinele coastoe, where |

s ' ul | L]
our country.” The memory =till brought a note

emotion to Robinson’
“The worst thing,"

i sUppressen
vears later he told me

“was the pain it caused my parents.”

IKE ROBINSON, 1 percent of people in Ire
i | | iy

i i i i
ML CRCSCTTERNE LEMC TS Y ES 2

1, bul church tleachings on rom
miallere II.I'.-.' Z ke WA RE R LOH ITEEETT Y
peaple, aquaint méemory. One night [ attended
of the 1950s
who sewed rosary beads onto ber dauehter's
nnderwear, to protect her from sin. Soon after
[ heard about a 190905 mother sending her 16
vear-old son off to the Continent. She sewed
small pockets for condoms into his clothing t
protect him from AL

I'he zale of conlmacentives hns been legal in

1 play recalline an Irish mother

| reland sinee | oand L | birthrale has |||I.!1'-

meted almost to the fevel of other European
nations. As part of a broad program of [Hberal-
st vear decriminal-

(zation, the government

izl homosexaality, Irish voters also recently

approved the right to abortion information

FUETERE (O
[reriirg

g seeltng

IFLZler

wilfrirgy rock climbers and







“AVooRE! Red-jersayed huriors from County

b Cork tangle with the lude from Wexfora
in the league title motch Players use their stichs
to whip @ hard leather-covered ball tovward the
poial e hurling, akin to feld hockey and Ireland’s

reilriornal sporl for rmorg fhurn 2 000 vears

pnd to travel abroad for an abortion but
retadined the constitutional ban at home. In &
referendum experted to take place next vear,
they will vole on whether to legalize divorce
Sex, having been the obsessive subject of all
private morality in the old Ireland, has become
the ohsessive sobject of almaost all public
debate now, at times
welghtier subjects
letters page, | sometimes lelt thal people were

o the exclusion of
Reading the newspaper

more concerned about whether girls should be
allowed as altar servers at Mass than about
children being murdered in Northern Ireland
For all the talk, what has replaced the old mo
rality is a treacherous void

when T was a kid swinging
' gaid Tommy Phe
wr, with a one-sided grin

asses sel on & broad pimk

“1 remembhber

aroiind the lamppost An,
an affable grandfat
ani handaged eveg
nose. He leaned with his fists set apart on the
kitchen table of his house in Ballylermaot, on
the outskirts of Dublin. "1
and I wouldn't give heraswing. Shesad, "My
mammy says you don't have a daddy.’ 1 told

iere wias this erl,

BER r=|--rlu-r. .|r:|l| -.|I|'l r:u-ri !Il-'- YV ES I [L“. ver

asked her after that. 1 never knew my father.”

Phelan grew up in the 19305 in one of

An urban-

renewil scheme eventually relocated him to
Ballyfermot, but he '

Dublin's poorest neighborhoods

1as not dhed of a broken
heart, On the contrary, Phelan's life still has
the qualities of warmth and familial attach-
ment that have alwavs been among the maosi
appealing traits of the Insh mind,
these are the very traite that might keep the
Irizh from being shatiered to smithersens on

To my

thetr plunge into the brave new future

But the family i= prominent on the list of
institutions that have fallen out of fashion in
modern Ireland, " Marrage has been a disas-
ter for Ireland, "' a nun told me, and she could
cite innumerahle cases of abuse, alcoholism,
cexual misunderstanding, and emotionnl dep-
rivation, the bumper harvest of Ireland’s
pecutiar histors 1Al
were hell for the women depicted by their
sons on the altar as models of Chriztian love.”

*1've heard marriages 1

1

A feminist argued that, for some women, com
munity groups were replacing the family as the

hasic social unit. I suggested that thas was a
recipe forsocial disaster, and that Treland of all
places ought to be working (o relorm, not
replace, the family, But voung peaple 1 spoke
with said thal current lows on social-wellfire
benefits make 1L smarter for them 1o stay sin-
ele: *You lose evervthineg when vou marm

Thus one I every hve irths now 15 to an

unwed maother, often a teenaper, and hardiy
anvonde feels comfortable saving this 15 wrong.

["he grandparents often end up taking care
of the new habv, evidence that the Irish fnmily
remaing strong-in fact, if not in reputation.
sooner or |ater these elders note that preg-
nancy outside muroage s hardly new to re-
and, They recall a sister who went to England

and gave up her child for adoption, a neighbaor

Yational Ceographiee, Seplember G004
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T3E L 1 U sME s ) (1 I i1 il I vail
know, 1% 4 great dinlemat. He came ap to thi
ouse, and he said, "Tern's pregnant.” T was AME AWAY FHROM IRELAND feeling a

just shocked. “Mammy sin aterrible state, ' he familiar pessimiism, The Irish are a ve

aid. 'She thinks you'll blow.' He went of! unfale pegule. they never sme, savthing
it | = et Lo thnk a bt |"||.'-|- LNl Cone good about one anothi Ry stall do ot
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mv dauehter. There's a home lor her hén the Tommy Phelans, the Noel O, Dueeans, the

she came in that night. and we pul our arms Viary Bobmmsons, and all of Ireland’s current

round each other. And T said, "We've had elebrated crop of moviemakers, musicans
problems before; we'll work this one out.” Tf L poets, I the old vision has fatled, no new
wou don 't have problems, yvou haven't hived vision seems likelv to replace i

His daughter and granddaughter Claire Historne mistrust of British authority has



become o notional mind-set, and serued toe  of "hackhanders.” or tllegal pavments, wer

easily into cynicism about their own demo so commonplace that they seemed at times like

riacy, O Evervone's entitled now to be on the the new national pastimes. L.aws, a priest told

ficddle,” Tommy Phelas l:-I'|=l|..II Ll stepl- e ire for the guidance of the wise and th

ing is acceptable, at least off the government,”  observance of the fools.” There didn't seem to

Lnejehibor aereed. Cheating on wellare, hving  be many fools i Irelnn

off the black market, and the giving or getting *Evervone loves Lo pull one overon the boss;
evervone hates aguthornty

sl Can O ighearnaeh,

irish anger: their colomal
past., the church, alcohoin
parents, abusive feachers
trymen who'd become each
ther's sectarian nwvals |

|I|||'|-||-|."||| -|_-I|' 1§ "Il._-
a
.
.

Protestant or Cathaolic coun

functional family

‘1 used to hear people say
"That Chostian Brother wh
teal me, I 1 could get him
aow, Il kil him ind 1o

e | | - Pl
think Nere = the i L]
1 - 1

same thing with our colonial
nistory,” O lighearnaigl
zalck. “Untl Ireland forgive
the Britizh and moves an,’
1 NEVET OE ITEE

e Irish seemed to lack the ne

instedad of movin LOWArT

tock, and soul ing scapegoals for the failure of the old, Thos

™ 1 1
in Entis, where e was hirst elected to publi



office, 1T found de Valera's memaral statue
vandalized with a swastike on one arm, @
pointy Lenin beard on his chin, and on his
greateoat the words “ Nasty Boys." Tt was like
the toppled statue of some communist ideo-
logue in & breakaway Baltic republic

MADE ONE FINAL PILGRIMAGE, O &0
island off the west coast where white cot-
tagesare setin the flanks of a green moun-
tain and gray stone walls mark the field
boundaries, the sort of place that used to epito-
mizi the rural Irish ideal. Onmyfirstvisitin the
1970s 1'd met o misanthropic old farmer there,
who'd come down from the field where ha'd
been picking mushrooms and greeted me with
the single word, “Tourists!” It was his idea
that tourists, especially Americans, were a
plague, They were fit, he suggested, only to be
cooked, cut up, and served under glass.

I saw that he was baiting me, audacious
speech being a favarite Irish sport, and 1 told
him it sounded like the idea in Jonathan
Swift's “A Modest Proposal” that the Irsh
solve their economic problems by dining on
their babies.

“Ave,” he replied, “savage indignation
lacerates this heart too.” The phrase was from
Swift's epitaph in Dublin. So the farmer and 1
became friends and passed that afternoon in
the traditional Irish activities of drinking too
much and reciting poetry. He was the sort of
character only the old Ireland could produce
He cared nothing for material comfort. His
cottage had no electricity then, and his old
socks hung drving on a rope slung across the
smoky hearth. But words were the great lave
of hiz life, and he seemed to know every poem
written in English in the past 300 years, We
talked through a dinner of boiled potatoes and
butter. His dog ate potato skins in a bowl of
milk and seemed to be Hstening in, as if he

knew the poems oo,

When I returned this time, the igland had
changed. A tourist ferry had replaced the hat-
tered old postal boat from the mainland, and
farming seemed to have lost its value, It was
cheaper to buy potatoes from the big, mecha-
nized farms of the midlands than to grow them
here (in truth, the potatoes in Ireland often
come from Cyprus now). It was easier to get
store-bought butter and bottled milk by way
of the ferry.

Money and sheep seemed to be evervwhere
on the island, and they turned out to be the

Ireland on Foast-Forward

same thing. Government grants had become
the way of life, and the European Union paysa
substantial subsidy per ewe, as a way ol pre-
serving farms in marginal areas. In places the
sheep had chewed the heather down to stub-
ble, and the slopes were beginning to erode.
Bentath the 2agping fretwork of sheep trails,
like &g palimpsest, I could still make out the car-
rugations of the abandoned potato beds that
once made this island self-sufficient.

My friend had died since my last visit. He'd
left the farm to a young American woman
wha'd lived with him the last yvears of his life
and imymersed herself in the old island culture.
On the mantle, like artifncts in ashrine, were
hiz old sheep shears, still sharpened, along
with his photograph, and on the side of the
hedarth a pair of his worn boots,

But times had changed. There was a surplus
of lamb, and the woman was hoping she could
get the European Union to pay her a subsidy
not to grow sheep. The buzzword evervwhere
was “agritourism, " which meant making the
rural landscape pay biv attracting tourists
with horse treks and golf courses. The woman
had just applied for a grant to turn the farm-
houze into & bed-and-breakfast. Treland was
to become the playveround of the world,

¥l suppose he must be turning in his
grave,” she said. She was embarrassad, sa 1
wished her huck and said good-hye.

She'd buried him well, on a high saddle of
land in back of the house, in an old potato
rilge. | stood there for a while and took in the
view across the water, waiting for the Hght to
brighten. It was one thing you could count on
in Ireland. | thought about a line the farmer
had recited that day we first met, from a poem
by Willinm Butler Yeats: “ For nothing can be
sole or whaole [ That has not been rent.” Maybe
nations, too, needed to rip themselves apart
before they could become complete. Having
shattered their old mythology, mavbe the Irish
would vet pick up the best pieces and reshape
them into something strong and new, not an
image they could retail to tourists but an iden-
tity with which they could live. 1 took a stone
and added it to the small pile on the grave, in
honor of evervthing 1 had liked about the
farmer and Ireland itself.

But the sky remained sodden and the sur-
face of the bay staved dull as lesd, and T went
down to the ferry with the dismal feeling that,
for now, Ireland was in danger of making itself
ook like everyplace else in the world.
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NORTHERN IRELAND

2 YEARS Of bilowad-
shed. Northern Ire-
lanel's * Troahles™

FIER

operate with the
dickniess of bsiness as usunl
Uhe former “hnrd men™ hzve
hecome gray and respectable
They wiear argyle sochie, They
personl
role in the killing— and also to le
are V'not, i you.like,
without influence.”

e coreful to deny any

08 Lhat ey
A former
evinman reaching inside his zip-
pered leather Jacket now draws
af eleCtronic Bppoint
‘When yvou have
been elevated into the lendersiip

ment ook

ol a |ZI_'I,|',_-.|r.|-i|'.II"'.' OrEaniealion, |t
has an aora within society,” says
with cathike ell-content
Whether it"s fear or réspect,
who can say?’
More than 3
etiough to remind

utstde world that this j=a

ane

Q00 peome Davy
e Kilhed =
the
serious faht, it ndt enodigh Lo
foece anend to the slow-motion
civil war over whether the six
counties of Ulster that make ap
Northern Irelund should remain
nirt of the United Kingdom (the
untonist, or lovalst, stance, den
tified with the SO0,

tants) or join the Irish Repuhbli

i) Frobes

Netd e

nal Grografhee,

(the nationalist position, identi-
frscd whth the 600, 000 Cat halies)
For one hrieh! mament las

winter, the passibility of peace
opened when Britam and [reland
ointly acknowledged Ulster's
right 1o decide s own foture
["hiu= far the helligerents have re-
spiotided Lo the sp-called Do
ing - Street Declaralion wikh
characteristic mistrust. Changing
attitudes in Londan and Dublin
but slow
Iv, The real chiange must

may siill vield peace
- Ol

from Ulster, where the most pop
alar lie still begins, “1'm against

vicilenee, [k

Sefrbitmdied 1o02



Will Tt Ever Find Peace?
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Thewviolence cost Sally somie by lovalists. They are Cath- Mouwrners follow hedrses car-
MeCartan's family its first vic- olics, bat last year their son was  ryving three members of a sin-
tm in 1972, Sally's brother-in shal in both legs by the Irish gle family, 19493 victims of an
law — killed for polng ton Fepublican Army for refusing to Irish Republican Army bomb,
wiedding in the wrong Belfasd strrender his new taxl. Sean re It exploded in a Belfast shop,
noignbarnood. she pullson acg-  calls when a brother, who "was  where the Protestant paramil-
irette and dryly recounts the de B DIt sfow,” wias Ritled, and n itary Ulster Freedom Fighters
tails: “They had hung him from Frotestanl brather-in-law pal- marintained an upstairs office.
peeting in aclub, and they bent ickhy mocked lovalist “herpes”
him with & starter handle froma who murder the mentally di
car, Every one of his fingers was  abled. The next weekend he was  works with a groun called Fam-
braken, We couledn't 10in his murdered ton, Belfast 15 small IHes Aranst Inbmidabion and
hands to pul rosary beads in.” enourh that victims often know lerror (FATIT), to shame the kifl

Since then, she and her hus their attackers. " The very dogps ers. FAIT was founded by Nan-
Dand, Sean, Dave seen teh mem Enow who's who, ” eays Sally cv Lracey, asubtrban Cathali
hers of their extended family They also know not to bark housewife whose son was also
kifled, some by nationalists, But Sally McUCartan now kneecapped by the IRA. With

Northern Irelond 13



Fed up with violence, Nancy
Crracey, at left, founded

FAIT —Families Against
Imtimidation and Terror.
With fellow organizer Sally
MoCartan, she hopes to
shame terrorists into ceasing
thelr Rilling and miiming

Lhar cropped and permed blond
hair, their gold hoop earrings
\nd their clgnrettes, Gracey End
MMeCUlartan ook like bowling
lemgre matrons. Bur m n world
f euphemism and innuendo;
they speal plainly. When Gerry
Adams, who heads thie IRA's
nolitical wihe, snn Femn, e
turmed from his

tiy the United States early this

EI":IZT"urll'. Nt Visil

ear, the two women asssmbled
p group of IRA yictims to con
rant him af the alrport. Cing

up o siEn “ My

= murdered by the

FOUNE man held
Wite wa
[RA." Ad

|l-'.|-|l'_'|L:'|'I IGIT

ams, who served ns n
her keiller, made o
P Dor Ui exil
Grracey argies that polith
hove Decome a pretext for mob

T he LA are tor

turing thaeir own people, and the

vie rackels
levynlists nre torturing their
people, and they e making a lot
i money off i

The political realities in
SNorthern Ireland have changed
profoundly over the past I3
years, CGerrymanderioe Lo min
mize Cntholic voling power 15
5 hlatant discrimination

LIS, ak®

it housne,. In Belfiasd
drvided neighborhoods

£ MOsl

the Hri
(4l solediers now persously patral
past handsome new
ing. The brick row |
HACE CUTTAINS

unal] gardens out front, would

public hous-
oUEEs, wWith
I LRE DAY IS A
L the envy of anv tnner-city
neighborbood in the U. 5 The
tar-emnployment laws are amons
the toughest in Burope, @ the
Anglo-Irigh Agreemaent of | 985
ulowz [iblin cfficinle to lobhy
[or strict entor

Cathollcs are stil] twice as

eI
ltkeely as Protestants to be unem
poved, but the régsons are com
Mex, including an underc)nss
mentality produced by past in-
cgunlity, Middle-rlass Catholics

|'.'.'- L !I"r'Ir'-|'| ne iy I|. SEIVICE and

Yafional Geographic, Seplember |



Having prided themselves on sEHMmeay chonke ayniled lrelan
thisir Hritieh mattonaslid Froles AL the same e, oven nation-
tants ml=0 nur=e & deeply wound- Jists worry that they might ks
el sense that Britain 5 enyaeed worse off in the republic, where
In ""ACcresping witharawal mxpaEyers seens o be unwilling to
from Northern Ireland, while the pay for Ulster’'s hmigher standard
Irish Kepublic steadhly advances i =omial services. Civil rights i
Hrtish taxpayers now pay 5 the republic aleo genernd]y Lag
biihion dollare & veiar o subsidize hehind: DNvorce, lor mstanog
Ulster and have grown mapietient  remains illegal, ot least until o
with the TRA ||.|| | HINE CAMPAIET referen LETT EXECTRE (1 to take

n the mainland. Ulster Prote piane sometime frext vear, Lver
tants are acutely pware tal the int Ina club near the Falls

ey Constifution el flatd Radcl, n former TRA mun who

wserts qurisadiction over Ulsteras - went to yul for m :I'-|E-| 0 & B
vkt of 8 united Irelond, and that sl soldier said, “1 wouldn't
!!'.- L1 .--| Repibille rEmains o want 1o be part of A undterd Tri

-ath A LE land in the present context.”
The perceived threat has ['he Catholics in Northern
isedd a revival In lovalist para trelond have very liltle i com-
mlary sroups, which have tyon with the Cathobies of th
killed more peonle than the IRA repubiic, S5 another formet
wer the past three vesrs. The [BEA man, a convicted kneecn]
vallsts have also learned the per who now works with FATT
LRA S deft brand of doubile The Protestants of Northern
-] pa k. Une afternoon I met wath Ireland have ver |-II5r i1 Earmn
a member of the UDA’s innet mon with the people in Englane
councy; B dapper naan i ted We have to rendize that we have
olgsies, A dark turtleneck, amd a veountry: It's calleg Norther
douhle-breasted blaeer. When | Ireland. People have to grow up
supgested that ns group seemed and shnre responsibility
o have commitied itself 1o n [t will be difficult. The wide
ampaien of bombmgs and nread percepbon s that violence

shootings. e held I.|l|lll'|' hands gets restilts, while normal potit

ES I 1D WRWV D SUCH CYaEssness Cal SFESTIEHTIO] HARVE THe]

We have becomi pEOActi ' rrnned of even the most treial

1
2 g i i i ] i i
e |'!"I-":- oIS in inree numbers Flal e RIS Ea gl . L theEr, He poknteda Fesponsihiby becauss of (st ol

| &

Byt Catholics nisk pssassinalion L forefinger pt me ltke o gun crimination. People joke that th
the THRA if they enter Nortl I DEre wls 3 star of Dlavid on o mavar of Bellast cannol get

ern Irelnnd’ = fastest growing jol gold pinkie ring, " YWe can't jus! dreetlipht hixed without asking

petory: police and security work ow cdovwn like the Tews did in British civi] servant

",

11 1= the Protestam s who e s BT Ly Py Bt the hope 5 that 1 the out-
Uienated now. The violence has Sle power it patience with

discouraged business Investmend T L] --.! N IRELAND'S biis! M vinlence and hack gway, the
ind many Protestants face Fpefte now e two sitles will have to talk aboul
chiron¢ unemploymen! lor th the bittersweet reality shnred ponsibility. LU ister mo

first time. They blame Catholics hat nerther London nor Bkl niz benefil from the growing in

107 (AKITE Al T "II.I" VLS 1L As .';I'l:' CLgR Rl Rt Flicbor '.fll T P LR | UTo AN | [FRAELL
“You ste that pub therer™ A night susreest In the Downing which 15 making it ess important
volernn Of 1 EII' Il '..|| i '..-i el =i ree |:'| CLE T LR || i I: =511 0 'I LT U ||||_||' i I K il i et A

Defense Association told me ermment Scknowladged thnt il lrigh or Brnlish, Cathalic or Frol
AU s tall of UbLkA men, 111 went wonkld be folly o drag Protes- estant. If nothing else, the new
n therd now and told them | tants into the republic agains ropean PUreicracy may g
cotild give them Gerry Adams or their will, Batain, forite par the people of Ulster 2 common
the heoad of the Fair Employment decloréd that it would not stend Welversary. As ahe mun put it
Commssion, they would take n e way ghould o medority of not unhappily, " We're all undes

the Fair Emplovment man the people tn Northern Ireland Dloady Brussels now |:|
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"Never say die” is a rallying 3
cry for 79-year-old Foofie
Harlan, performing a
headstand with the Sun
City Poms, a dance team
from a retirement commu-
nity outside of Phoenix.
Since the advent of air-

- conditioning in the 1950s,

" the Sonoran has seen

& land rush of retirees,

drawn to golf, sun, and

a life without winter.




he pinacate beetle is black and scabrous. And
nasty. If threatened, it hoists up its backside and
stinks, It gave its name to an equally black, scabrous,
and nasly Ianclg-:apa—tl'm volcanic field of cinder

cones .111:]. !mra IZIE'I}I'.EE c-allecI ti"n? Pinacate— Igiu—: r.larL:

I'II'.‘EI]‘E: :;!i: i’i’lt‘ Sonoran Desert.

Summer heat nears 200°F at gmum:l level here.

Redeemiug rains arrive in monsoon thunderheads

that crackle with electricity. And the desert is
thick with things that stink, prick, bite, hook,
or flagellnte —things armed and dangerous:
cactuses, rattlesnakes, scorpions. Sun, Rock
and earth, The air, its ferocious clarity defin-
ing-all things in razor edges like a comic strip,

The Sonoran spreads evenly between Mex-
ico and the United States. It yokes the Gulf of
California at the delta of the Colorado River
and spills down the bonelike peninsula of Baja
California.*® It covers parts of California and
Arizona, including Yuma, Phoenix, and Tuc-
somn, as well as the Mexican state of Sonora and
its rawboned boomtown capital, Hermosillo
(mup, page 45).

The desert has always been a place 1o avoid,
or to overcame. Humans have left their lavers
like river sediments: ancient canal builders,
nomadic Indians, Spanish missionaries, Yan-
kee cattlemen and imperialists; cold warriors,
cactus hugeers, snowbirds. Many of them,
too, were prickly, armed, and dangerous.

44

I spent six weeks traveling across this often
hizarre landscape, =eving how the desert
absorbed those layers and wondering how it
would respond to the next. With popolaticn
growth pushing land-use and water issues
and with the passage of the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), the desert
will change, and soon.

“This region is going to be either formally
protected or commercially developed,™ savs
Luther Prapst, director of the Sonoran Insti-
tute, & conservation and land-protection
group 10 Tucson. “lsolation and andity are
not going to protect it for the future.”

It is one of four North American deserts,
along with the Great Basin, the Mojave, and
the Chihuahuan, and for the most part the
Sonoran still seems vast and untrampled. One
of the largest intact ard ecosystems in the
warld, it shelters endangered animals such as

*The Baja Peninsula was the subject of an article in
the December 1989 NATIONAL GEOGRAFHIC

National Geopraphic, Sepiember 1004
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and the lesser lone

And Because 1L has ramny SEasons in

pronghor
FhEE=A || ||H'
both summer anil swanter. the Sonomn 5 the

world 's maost botmmcally diverse desert. with

pecies of plants. 1t s not, as

morethan £, 20K
wenay |

aird of the Sonoran Institute |

Sust cat Dtter:™
Among a menagerie of plants thal
stralght from Dr. Seuss, the star of the desert i
the saguaro enduring symbal of

Arizona that renches heltghts of 530 feet, weighs

SIS

LIS '!.--:

) Thesagua
e SO00TAN, ILs Iorests marcn
oo brave soldiers

| he seguaro 15 50 personable, with its chub
“hands up” look, thal
desert Indians say-it's another type of human

tons, and lives aslong as 200 vears.

ro grows ondy 1o i

up mountain slopes b

= | ]
1Y RS Ollen sl 10 i

i
Dby,

| saw one that seemed to cradle n
is arms wrapped around another little stem
SRPFLUATO hns an internal skeleton
covered with pulpy flesh, When asaguaro arm

i5 chopped off, it seems like an amputation

Laike man, the

:El.ll.'l sWIROTraR _||_-|| ¥t

Watering it with the sweat of his brow,
landscaper Bob Johnson transplants a
saguaro to a Phoenix subdivision. The
cactus carries a certification that he
obtained it legally, a necessity in a place
where cactus rustlers are thrown in jail,

b b
cow bove from Phoerix and 1 ucson drive 1ol

T he cactuses” humanity must be wihs

the desert and use them for target practice
like to shoot at the closest to
animate thing they think is legal to kill,” Larmy
Hammond of the desert Iandscaping firm ol
(Cactus-R-1fs had tols

Phoenix, “"Imagsne standing there for 200
viears in mapnificent growth, justto have some

punk tome along and riddie you with bullet

These guvs

me bhack m Mesa, near

hales. And vou're rooted to the ground. Can't
il Ayl '|i'll.: _-.i:-llll' i1 i

SaEuaro rustitng s lucerative, for each one
can be sold for around 3800, A legally taken



. ilmed on movie-friendly
and dunes west of Yuma, Arizona.
Special effects will turn background
stick figures Into a cast of thousands.
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Anywhere, U.5.A., describes Tucson's
Speedway Boulevard, growing wider
to accommaodate thickening traffic.

A city of 40,000 in 1940, Tuecson, with
an influx of Tight industry and defense
plants, is now at 430,000 and climbing.

saguaro sold by landscapers must be registered
and Heensed, but delivery is tricky; there 15 (oo
much weight for the delicacy of the pulp. I
must be handled like a corpse

OMETIMES the fragile balance of life
and death in the desert seems irrele
vant in Phoenix, where | hegan mmy

trip. The city grandly ignores the lesson of

the plants, that living things cannot clump
torether on land with little water, But when

Photographer JoaNNA PINNED 5 most recent work

for the GEOGRAFHIC was on BEuropean immigration
in Mav 1993, She lives in Washington, 1), €

the skeletnl remains of 300 Hohokam people
were unearthed during construction ol a frée-
wiy im 1991, it was a reminder of past hubrs

The Hohokam lived between A, D. 300 and
1450 in the river vallevs where Phoenix and
Tucson e today and enminecred the most
complex system of irmigation canals in pre-
Furopean North America. They traded in
silt, senshells, and rave minerals. They built
temples and ceremonial ball courts

When modern Phoemix rose, it rose from the
ashes of the Hohokam

"There were tumbledown ruins asfarasthe
eye could see when the first white men came, ™
satd archaeologst Steve Lekson of the Crow
Canyvon Archaeological Center of Cortez, Col-
orado. * You can
way in this town without running inlo some
Hohokam archaeology "

The Hohokam were masfers of desert i
ing., but they vanished abruptly from the areg
around present-day Phoenix, not driven out

t put & sewer line or 4 high-

Yafional Ceog I'.'-'ﬁ'-"l T .":l'_."-'."l“i'rrl'lr r e
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by thirst but probably scoured from the vallevs {_: O \\T O I_{ A N
by powerful floods in 1353, The torrents must ' S’ J '
have heen like the ones in the spring of 1993, D E - E 1,_{ '1'
when the Giln River spilled over Painted Rock st
Dam west of Phoenix after a season of heavy “Kingdom of sun-fire,” wrote desert bard
snows— trashing the floodplain, temporarily  john €. Van Dyke of the Sonoran, its cac-
5 r =1 ] 1 £ Lt g r
washing .’n_.l..-'!JEI. FI-IZtI]J|L from their homes, and tus badlands spreading 120,000 square
'”-':!]"'-' ”””lt_-g J_r”ll}-”";“"" I fthe Salt Ri miles across southern Arizona to Califor-
| g 1 'Y I LG o e, 5 u
i !11r=rr1] J; ’ "r:n “l Y } FI :' 4 T i JJ q "’; rl “-II nia, the Colorado River Delta, and deep
i ] " m ¥ | i AALh
Bl R LA HA LS I.I. _'|-l O CICOHE T L HTN i IE'H . LIl II'I‘I.I:I H'I:E MHH‘I:HH Etﬂtﬂ' ﬂf Sﬂﬂﬂfﬂ Enﬂ th-E
in the late 1800s Anglo ploneers lobhied the ; A . : : !
_ * . peninsula of Baja California. Native Ameri-
government to build a dam on the Salt to stahi- Sern sirdived have anthast ik it
lize the water supply for farming and industry; h " g " 4 i;f‘":l : n'? P Hl ;ﬂr
the Theodore Roosevelt Dam was finished in I "m:"g E:r E:l k- i :“- o e
1911 and 1s scheduled for expansion, ’“_E _E Os i_'t er Eusabio Kino, a Jesuit
Now, as more people pour into the Sunbelt, THSEIOMALY, mtrm:lu:n:d & tiew gnd‘a “ﬂ_’
30 percent of the water in central and southern PEWSH0R —wheat. This century irrigation
Arizona is imported through the Central Ari-  Projects have allowed cities to bloom.
eonit Project (CAP), a diversion of the Colo
rado Kiver. Phoenix contmues to mutate into
something ke southern California, &n artih
cal fand of green lowns and shade trees
I he Sonorim Desert 15



“The bBlob that ate Arizona, ™ the late and

it environmental writer Edward Abbey

= A
called Phoenix. Yet the citv fulfills 4 mw kind
nf American dream, creating something out of
many in Phoemix this = the
snurce of pride, not shame. Making the desert
bloom, thev say, 15 not & cnme vl
Arizona'soth

maote in tune with the desert and proudly uses
Varos and
Tucson also relies on CAP water,

nothing. For

er urban pillar, Tucson, seems

loeal trees and plants o lanodscand

pariks. Hul |
and both cities are rapidly turning desert into
el galf courses. CAP was
decades ago as a farmers’
but urban demands for water have
Now farmers can afford
neither CAP water nor the cost of pumping
from dwindling aguifers. Tens of thousands of
wpricultoral

have grown saline from oversrrisaiion

stibirhan tracts
PErCeIVed seEVEeral
CATEAIT

since skyvrocketed

acres have been abandoned o

are ke lunar colonies,”

*“The cities: here

writer and desert rat Chuck Bowden told me

Lt

ladas one meht 1n Tucson [hes

are incredibly urbanized reglons because ther

GVEr enc

ire oo small towns out there, It £ almost as il

[loating on the land

FEY WL

PULLEDOUT OF TS0 ORE SPEINE NOrn-

ing in & four-wheel-drive jeep, heading fol
About &0
west, where the Covote Mountains mnse from
the scrubland of mesguite, Kitt Peak Nationa
Observatory looks heavenward, and Route S0
enters the Papago Indian Reservation—2.5
milhion acres flattened against b
border, Thisis home to some 6,000 Papago, or

the empty hinterland miles

Mexican

Tohono CY odbham., the " desert [!'l'll|l||.' -

For centuries after the Hohokam scattersd,
five Indian
Apache wandered in the mountains to the east,

nations dominated the desert

Pima lived in the river vallevs of todav's Ari
=11 [ished anad hanted sen turties on tne
Crulf of Californin, and Yagul farmed the rives

leltas in Sonora

LOELEL

i .!.,- | ||'-'-—I

] I- - -
Yaliaonai Geopradnic, Sej



A few good men clean
up live ordnance in
California’s Chocolate
Mountain Aerial Gun-
nary Range. Dne
Marine (foreground)
carries an explosive
from a cluster bomb.
L. 5. fighter pilots
were schoaled for the
Persian Gulf war on
ranges that cover
mora than 12,000
square miles of the
Sonoran,

Retirad B-52 bomb-
ers (below) and 4,000
other planes, used for
parts and foreign
sales, park at Davis:
Maonthan Air Force
Base in Tucson

The Tohono O'odham and their related
hancds ved in the desert heart, Each wintes
they migrated 1o villagesin the desert foothinli:
In summer they returned to the lowlands
where flash floods filled the arrovos and
watered the fields, to farm corn tEpary Ieans
and squash. Thi k. hunted and gathered desert
[ood —cholln buds, mesquite pods, prickl
pear cactus pads, sapuaro. Thev oo wers mas-
lers of desert hving, but when the summe:
rains fanled, they sometimes starved

I he civision between Mexico and the Uni

.

eofl States i 1R54 it the Tohono O 'odbam

ind the U, 5. reservation that was established

i:- ".I:'I.'l"l'.l"'l"I:'.'I.l'l'.'-.|"| I|..-I_l_'| 1 111¢
1O .'.'l.-. et Trom heé heEavens I'.-.II-.ll.-.ll'!ll.
In cans. Mostof the I'ohono U odham in Mex

ico, which has no reservations, gradually fi
LETECE TI01] Ii] L TEALD 0 |!-I ANd WellAan ||.' TRie-
ft=. About 200 rematn in Sonora stute

]Ill [E5 I"':I'.l"|:i' 'I.: countiry £ second larg-

et next to the Navajo, but isonlvthe shrunk-

en core ol the noncestral "||lr'-'-_].|_l':|| "-,_|| I:||

administrative center, 15 a cluster of cement

lock houses, lederal agencies, and unpaved
treets surrounded by [allow land. The To

nono U ocdhiam no loneer lirm, and only some

nave been successiul at cattle ranching

['he transition emasculated the O'odham
A= i' .i EI-I.!I.'“'IIII.- [N I':|'.._|_._'|||||I '|l.,
Americas. But I never saw it guite so starkly a

when Lorramne Eiler, o nurse in Phoenix and a




Unigue to the Sonoran, a forest of

saguaros rises in foothills of Arizona’s

Tucson Mountains. Lowest and hottest

of the s four deserts, the

- So because of its winter and

* summer rains, is the richest biologi-
cally, with 300 types of cactus.










leader of A band of Wodham known as the
showed me an 18396 photo-
graph taxken ||_'- A white man of her great-
grandparents

Thev stand in front of thei
sctatching ifs ear

“sand people,

brush home
Beside them a small doe =
Their heads are bowed, and they are barefoot,
with their 1-"au»=p|'ezﬂ| wide on the desert sand.
The woman wears g borrowed gingham dress
with puffy :C|r.‘1':“-r'1.:-- the man & white shart, but
toned at the collar, that hang= on his
arms &5 i 1t were burning him

“1There were two photographs tak-
en,| Lorraine said evenly, looking to
Lo what was in my eves “In the othir
mctare they were told to be naked b

“ Nobody has ever figured out anice
way, a proper way, to take some-
body's land away from him," said
retired University of Arizona anthro-
Bernord Fontana, who ac
companied me to Sells. * This will be
on the national consclence forever.’

Mot LFodham have fost their inti-
macy with the desert, and thus with its

palogst

food, They have embraced hamburg-
I'I"'--!|'I|| L LITHIT] I'!!ri.l' oLt .'I|||TF'II.'F|".'.-:I.'I'-
Obesity and diabetes are now serious
health problems, because the metabo-
l[ism' of thess desert Native Americans
15 =til] tuned to the feast-or-famine cy-
cles of their forefathers; 1t turns calo
ries from sugar too efficiently into fa
y Piman woman, (ina Thomas,
told me, "I a white man had a blood
sugar count hike mine, he'd be m
TR, ill:"-:l |_l-|_' I||._'.|:-| s
NOW &
feser
through medical programs in schools
and health clinics
bined with more exercise has already
controlled dinbetes in several patients
Angelo Joaquin, Jr., who heads the
MNative seeds diabetes project, told me
that the substances r:J,:.t help desert plants
retain water also belp slow the release of sugar
“This food will help both our
* Bv eating from
honor (o our ancestors.”

i ."i*-"-e‘:i:---:cl =11z school-

movement (o bhrinog back

lond has gaaned momentum

A desert diet com-

it the bloosd

health and spirit," he added
rII.-:" |!l."-l'.'-'. Wi |'|Zl".

Danny Lopez,
teacher, tries to pass on the tribe’s rapidly dis-
appearing orgl tradition
are changing here,” he told me
want to be like the kids in Tucson

"Too many things
“Uhir Kicis
thev want

Fhe Sonovan Dezer!

to wear black clothes and Loz Aneeles Raiders
.-"aT'.L.ic:un'nu:--:uith-:-rﬂﬂruintm!rm,w T hes ol
and stories can teach us how to live in

CRPSE

SOMES

this modern world."

When I visited Danny at his home, a clump
of low adobe butldings, Danny's sister, Mad
eline, was patting dough into thin tortillas over
dropped
dough into & sizzling cast-iron skillet to make
Indian fry bread

] 'I'I-I!:"1:.||]'ifl' fire. Florence, his wife.

ir kitchen

'he walls of 1

His hands a terrain of life's hard work,
rancher and medicinge man Joseph An-
drews holds snakeweed, a traditional
remedy for arthritis, Andraws lives on
the Papago Reservation in Arizona,
where 6,000 inhabitants call them-
sglves Tohono O'odham, the “desart
paople.” Tracks (opposite) tell of dune
bugglies in the Imperial Sand Dunes.

]



WERe mws ol |i".l' ll-."'i:lll- A CIESEr
Lhin b
Lo 10orm a Compact 1ence.

We wri
chili sauce rnd ate them with sa
les. Florence put out a jar of cholla cac
buds, “We like the old foods,” said Madehni
cheerfully rrew up on jackrabbnt.”

After lunch Danny took me te the tracdi-
tinnal ]'l|.--l'~ 'odham ramn house he haod
built, the olas k1, o |T.-.=.|1'.-:I|'.-'.|: hut of brush
built for ceremonies.  The
was in bnnging

o U odbam believe that rain clouds

& s inches are planted close together

ypped tortillas around beef |

peeprce of

fown the clouds,” he sad
Toh

.!r--.-'i"T- |! :_:ll'.-- N slilmmer || '|'.|' S LA AT || ¥

vest, when gatherers reach high to the tops o

| |
sitke sticks 1o nip ofl thi

he cactus with o

budsof fruit. During a ceretnony each June the

men of the village sip saguard wine from a
COITHIMON CUp and repffirm their ties
Myv brother,"” the leader says. “My broth

er,” each repeats, Then they sing the old songs

aned s
mto the
[ I i|'“'-

Vit
Lhe clouds bacl

ind drink th puntil they
el rn L he walier froa
soil. In the
wiould paint th
ook pretty when they passed out.’

III||'-1' ||. WiC

O LNeE Feservallon,

.|||| AYS ::l-|'I!:'.

1 -
= botloms of their feet red, Lo

iF the ceremony has deterioral el

untll Lanny s rain house 15

the only one left [odav the ceremonties don '
Ll writh

FELLINE

have much to do with rellmon,. ™ he s

ness, “and mostly

|.|.5I ..'I.:I
drunk
But we v

Pea ||||: bring beer
]l have the ceremony
vear, h s.-lnl---.!. ¢ growing stronger
“We'll pull 1t off. We'll sing about the clouds
the oceun | L And
About ¢l

Agamm tnis

s vl

the troge, Lthe turtle; i the

mortings we ' ll sing ¢ moraine star,”

I KING 2ol 1St

vworla, his

|II_. I:'|-I'

EFORE THE SPANIS
milssion F Ehie New
ourt debated whether Indinn:
il human beings with Just a type of
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The fire below created
the lonely landmark of
hatf-mile-wide Cerro
Colorado, one of a
dozen craters in the
Pinacate wilderness
of Mexico's northern
Sonora, Baddest of
the badlands, the
FPinacate covers 750
square miles of iron-
hard lava ridges and
scorching cinder
plains, leftovers from
eruptions that began
1.2 million years ago

Though the area is
protected, no ranger
guards it. With futura
funding, the Pinacate
antl Colorado River
Deita will form an
gxpanded hiospheora
reserve

emermne e 1492 from the Moorish oc
tion, had hittle maoney,
ed not only tosave souls but also to turn natives
into pants-wedring, tax-paving Spaniarcs,
Under this mandate the durable Jesuit
ather Eusebio Kino estabhished some 25 mis
stons, including Tucson, in the desert between
The missionaries and other

Luropeans -.r|r|--:||=| ed livestock, horses, figs,
1

FTirR-
I.r it

he missionaries want-

| 687 At

hey brought co l
iolerant wheat o provide a winter crop fi

barley, and {ruil trees
northern Mexico, ending springtimes of star-
VALION But they did ot
MAKE THEW 1 [RELTH | aros, .-I|||1| gy el :H'il:.‘lll res-
tizos, those of mixed Spanish-Indian hlood, o
peaple still unsettled in their own identity
sonora today is a rugeed livestock cu
attle rmnches, horse races, straw hats, and
brass belt buckles., The proud noviedos, the
wopleof the north, -'-1’1 en sneer 4t therr cousins
from the viiom they consider effete
Mvow many southern Mexicans, from Chiapas

amane the Indigns

lture of

sotith,

The Somoran Pesert

and other lesz affiuent states, have moved to
sonord for jobs in farming and
owned industrial plants. The
ent culture; Southerners pla
play baseball. Southerners eat ¢
[ L wheat

L.and use here was shaped by the Mexican
entury, when large
|££r||||-1aj:|1r|:_4.- were imited and the excess was
ided into cooperatives of peasants called
oMM aaes A controversial new
palicy allows ejido members to sell their share

fOrelen-
difler-

OrtanGs

Dring a
¥ SOCCEr
orn tortillas:
irtefios ¢4

Revolution earlier this

.':l.llli |'_|'r'|||-'."

of the land for the first time

state has been overgrazed for centu-
ries, To compensate, cattlemen have
an African species that more than
vield from rangeland but owver-
whelms nafive grasses and subverts the eco
system. Forenvironmentalists buffel grassisa
loath Faor Mexican ranchers it
has revitialized th

Cindustry

SO0
nlanbed
buffel grass.
triples the

LOIme 1nviider
But when I arrived in Cui urpe, an i2olated
village on the 5an Miruel River,
tizo tarmer-ranchers livin
agn, In A tough but
subsistence. In the comunidades they raise
cattle cooperatively, plant corm and beans in
thi dry arrovos to catch the summer rains, and
wialer thewr fields with ancient canals
farmer Adalberto Croz
matic and leathery man in his 605, called his
L battle. You must fight the
floods because the land belongs to the river. If
vou don't fight, vou don't have anything."
Lemaon,
bit hutch, and a
‘Beto” Cruz's backvard
be house, where he lives with hizs wife,
straight from a quiet village street
their eight iren have migrated to Tucson
“1 see them often,” Beto told me
lightly, letting hang the unspoken worry that
none might return to this gquiet life
|'|_|||_" Cili [ ACTISS
— ETOW

| fonind mes-
r almost as thev did

0D years graceful self-

Cucurpd a phileg-

W= “wrig luiefio —

mulberry, and orange trees, a rab-
irito

The wall of his ado-

packed

MEpPEn are
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Five of

to findd work

Betn sells an occasional
the border for cash and farme 20 acres
ng fodder and his familv’s food
A simple wisdom survives here: And lands
have [imitations. In other parts of the desert
modern agriculturists have severely depleted
rivers and aguifers, The San Miguel [lows
when other rivers have dried up in '-'-nl-u--.-.
Boto Cruz took me o
becue of corme asada, grilled beef, Iﬂ.'ihu rivar,
ancd relatives gathered —the
jeans, and cigarettes

In the evening a har-

whire [(rie

ITEN 10 SLFaw hAals,






BRIt oo the saint’s
Imag and pray for cures.




ninched between callused fingers. the women
tending the grill. Une young man wore spurs
an his Beecboks, Heto entertained us with his
'.:_'II'|;IF -il'-;'_'r'||.r_ Nnorteno -Tl.'.l Hiks, Or FITERLAS
SOFTES 1) ||--!'_-'-'*- l|'-".-l'||"| :tilli AL eSS WL

We danced the western two-step. Six-packs
of Tecate bheer disappeared as the day slid
across-the ravine. A dog |'|-|!_;;u::|| its tail with
ot getting up, sending small plumes of dust

shining gold into the last sunlight

DUTHEEN ARBRIZIONA till 4 part
of Mexico, and

ritfchers

LA

spanish-speaking

were long  established,
when the tidal wave of westwand expansion
Yankes Ia cattlemen, and

depasited FITICrS

prospectors there in thie 18505

In one violent decade Mexico lost its north
| e expandmyg United States,
including nearky 30,000 square miles tnken in
the Gradsden Purcha=e of 1854, a U, 5. act of
diplomatic hostility

t was a iime when the Sonoran government

.l'l||rll'"-

Ern DondaIings i

|

offered bounties for Apache scalps; an

ICAN FANES Mmce 86

grisly enterprse o

ing Mexican scalps, which were caster

gather and wath their long, black hair often
rescmbled those of the Apach

\z tourist director Francisco Manzo Tavlo
[he first peonle who

e COoUuniries

todad me in Hermosilio

hetweern 1
were the Mexicans in the 1800
iy the 1880s American cattle had a
overgrazed the river val
bristled with ruffinn= and desperandoes, chaséd
bv  gun-totir

ris ol 2 thouszand Western movies to comde,

wanted to buatld a wall

ready

sheriffs across the sapuaro

tledal immierants and drug smue-

glers push north across the border, fearing the
law: tourists sallv south, fearing banditos and
af undocu-
mented workers filter across from Mexicoeach
weelk, most of them through Tijuana, west of
the desert, and Nogales, tothe east. Only a few
struggle through the passes of the Gila Moun

tains and across the 40-mile stretch of border

In the aesert

the drinking wateér, 1 housanos

where they are apt to stumbl

into the likes of Glen Payne, agent in chiarge ol

Wellton.

W, manimalist mannet |

the 1. 5. Horder Patrol i A\ riaoni

|'_1'.I||' has the sk

d

LE Wesilern IBWIRD —Nnol  S1ven L e L HLEE-

e, e tests vou with his eves, wants (o spe
what kind The cigarette, the
sgquint, invite vou to go ahead, make his day
h A Mexican, usually he's al

06 IMaEn you Bre

“1f we catch

Everything seems
possible to young lav-

ars a5 the lights of
Harmosillo, Sonora's
capital, unroll at their
feet. “"It's a diferent
world here from the
States,” says store
manager Marcela

Bayon, at left. "People
work so many hours

there, don't eat with
theiwr children or see

their parents. | can't
understand that.”

With a Ford assam-
bly plant and a large
wheat-farming indus-
try, Hermaosillo, popu-
lation 450,000, is a
magnet for Sonora’s
wiorkers.

be harck

"‘He won'
the next day, hke in San Diego. It's easv f

this sun to fool you. You think vou're doing

worn out, Glen told me.

Ok, then all of a sud
1I|-||| |I

LoD IATeE

len vour lights are out
n't realize vou're In trouble until it's

I rode with Glen one morning, our four
wheel drive spanning through the soft sand
Even in spring the desert heat tingled. The
wis in bloom, its scarlet Aowers like
Bunsen burners scalding the air. A nesting
red-tailed hawk eved us from a plant saguaro

Many Mexicans —including some women in
mgh heels and young children— have
been tragcally ll-eguipped 15-mile
trek. Most have underesttmated t
i, about Gve allons each
!i_|| 1I,1|,'|'||'-|'I |_w.-r-':_. 4 | a2trnl frit |-.l.'l' 21
frofmm Lh
[rom dehydration

' in the Gla valley have dried up be-

cause of the Immigration Reform and Control
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vetof 1986, which penalizes emplovers for hir-
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s2Tt forthree months

Lol T outing

ndocumented aliens

LAl
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(slen set

sign.  checking “walkers” and

nr sigms ol
P & L | 5 s . . . i ] .
scannming Cdraps T —dirt roads smoothed over

1K DAnK pases—lor foolorints

You know."™ hi
Mexican cinzen, 1d

Mused, 1l
probably do tha
thing. 'd trv b, Evervbody wantis a

denly a tinny radio voice

=11
single that came through the wash, ['m track-
A single. A footprint,

then we were flving through the desert, lizards

Mg om A person. And

leaping, radios crackling

The footprint was a flat sh

Lhe mountain pass, the wash, went off at 8- 31

I, ||..‘; i
va drm 55 SO 1 | ECTITONIC S8Ns0T Al
il 1t was already 11, Too late? Somewhere
i the wilderness around us-a lone man was

frudgtne. 1 his dress snoes, o

s e ]

L I.
ver the killer

.
rocks, A man too poor to buv a pair of boots
.

Wi |-"ll'-.:'I"'-l!|||"'..|-|' l|i'|l' 1INE OvVer 30U

lers. where asent lerrv Scotl had fo

I.'-'l-';lli"l But nothing else seemerd to

from 1t. The sensors, Gles
triggered by amimals or even the windd

studl,” saml Jers “Anothier
false alarm."” He had been with the
_ ike a Maovtag repair-
man —equipped for the job but nothing to fix

v sOnic boom

"Same old

Febriary and felt
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overhead and
\ Marine Corps
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thundered
Blew the wiords Lo th LI

Harrier et

UL H OF THE
yrizonn st belongs to the Lareat
White Father in Washingion
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pcean. In 1941 the Sonoran was
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such a wasteiand that the government set asicle

1 huge slab just for the clear skes abhove. |



seemed the ideal spot to traon muhitary pilots

loday this 21.7-mllion-acre
Harry M. Gole
vides the mithilamn
Menr

the aren. tarpetine fake enemy villages,

reserve, the

water Alr Force Range, pro-

Al LITRTNIE NS -.I.|II|:'JII:'-. 41

training y 200 missions a day fly over
roil
roarls made of old dairv-delivery trucks, and
mock-ups of former Soviet SAM missile sites.

Much of the training 1s confined to comput
erized simulations of real bombing, insort of a
mgantic video game. But five percent of the
missions from Luke Axr Force
Phoenix wse live promunition, and the Marine
Corps Air Station in Yuma bombs the Choco
late Mountains to the northwest

Hy agreement between federal agencies,
traiming missions also use the air space over
Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge, s
protected environment {or Sonoran prong-
hormand bighorn zheep. At Luke, 1 asked I-16
pilat Capt. Chip Thompson if heé éver saw ani-
mals from Lthe air

“Unly one time,  he answered

!":-.l:-l." i

I saw hos

S5 in the infrared imager." The horses

WiCre FIJEII'I11I..:'I FUNTAITNE
" zaid Captom
Thompson. The pilots, he added, aborted the
hombing pass

I'he trony 15 that military stewardship has
probably preserved the desert better than oth-

ers might have, by severely limiting access for

“Evervone was shocked,

For six dollars a day Mayo Indians pick
chili peppers in the Yaqui River Dalta.
Scarves protect them from the itchy
plant flesh. Clouds of smoke and ash
mark pits near Magdalena where labor-
ers turn mesquite trees into charcoal,
destined for grills north of the border.

the public, and most defenders of the desert
fear bosinessmen more than colonels. An
intermational consortium has alrendy
posed to build a four-lane highway from Gila
Bend to Hermosillo, Kentucky Fried Chicken
hns mvaded Hermostllo, and a Ford plant
therepenerates aboul .Z.F-'i-_|l1h'- Inthe border

pro

towns of Sonoyta and San Luis Kio Calorpdo,
plans for industrial parks hawve strred both
environmental and social opposition

By last summer 40 foreign-owned mining
companies had registered to explore for gold in
the Sonoran region. The Mexicans are mdus
trv friendly, they say, and put miners through
far fewer environmental hoops than the L, 5
rovernment would

Umne enterprise already whittling down des-
ert habitat is charcoal making. More than 25
privistely owned pits smolderin Mexico, to sat-
isfy the LS nunger lor trend?
mesquite=grilled steaks and burgers. Along

with mesquite trees. coalers have corralled

rrket s

Nationol Geographic, September 1004



thousands of ironwoond trees, which Tucson GASSED UPF MY 1EEP in the inexplicably

ethnobiolognst Gary Nabhan calls "the ke named town of .".‘-.'l.:-.'. an island of shops

tone species of the Sonoran Desert.” glling grocenes and Mexican auto msap
Noabhan has campalgned to save the 1ron ince. 1 bought o “bullburger” from a gril

woodd, which acts as a nurse tree for [rasls built into a ten-foot-tall concrete steer whoss

slow-growing saruaro and more than a hut eves ierht up electnic red

dred othi leserl specu=s by shelterning t Uhrough the border town of Lukevil als

seecllings., Mexican law now [orhids harvest- known os Gringo Pass, | crossed Lo Sanovi,

ng hivee ironwoodds, bul such well-meaning honky=tonk of dusty saloons and -|..l|l='.|| af

eClicts carry lew teeth In romote areas erucifixes and strings of pungent local garl

Lronwood nrvesting has atso hurt the Sern, Hut Mexican Koute 8 soon broke fres mbo thi
 remnant band of 600 Indians who liveonthe  clean-edged desert and a dark laver of moun-
LS II i f | 'I 'Ilu '|||||.-|'|"" L 0O} .Il.l. :II""!.II' AT L I|I' WEsE :..I i L Il:"' ado L HEELEF I ETHil
Perhapsthe last true hunter-gatherersremain-  cate, where NASA astronaut= once trained for
ing in North Amernca, the Ser have learned their mission to the moon

micl-carve birds and sea creatures out of dead Two of Mexico's most effective environ
ronwood, & dark wood so dense that it seems mentalists, biologist Albérto Birguer and

MoTE _|i-- martili SONOTAN state envyiromnanenial |§|‘| C Lol 1'l-:|'||'|.:

Mow non-Indimn Mexicans have flooded the Elena Harmgas, had flown from Hermosllo t
|.-"'r'.-l Wl ='i| '|l.-!-|'l' machine-madce imita FUigle rme I--.'--'I'-r'.'.'- |'--"|||5 k. FEETy VT
wans of the eracelful sen carvinge: IR T rlesert covered b hlack ash and DAST [Ierci

tng the Sér and depleting the iranwoodd stock wa ridees that hung frozen in the hery act of
EWELL F1I0 Crestian e i IIII--II a5 akl)

‘or the past Bwo vears the Sonoran Institus we ke to the rim of the two-mile-wide

has cosponsored mectings ol the International Elegante crater, and as we sat on its edge 1o

residue of energy from post cata

from thiree cultures — Amencan, Mexican and chems, the soft wind and the sun =slowl

Indian —discuss strateges for protecting th caressed us into 4 sense of embrvonic fullness

and keeping them in balance, Some sugeest | ieel like I'm at the center of the eartl

that o fourth—the fecernd culture—should 5t Maria Elena, a= I was thinking just that
nave separate representatlon Nominally & Mexican nationnl oark, El
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landscaping. But unregulated four-wheel-

drive and recreation vehicles, sawd Alberto,
ould guickly devastate the landscape. Thi
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toy see hi
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y the wetlands of the Colorado
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Old amigos connect in
Magdalena at the
magical moment
when the sun falls,
cooling the world. It
is the eve of the feast
day of 5t. Francis,
Sonora’s patron saint,
when the town rouses
itselfl for a week-long
fiesta. Tortillas and
leather saddles scent
the market; mariachi
bands make a lilting
sound in the Plaza
Monumental, where
Father Kina's bones
are displayed. Slowly
the town fills with
true Sonorans, those,
as '”'IF-_" '!-i.E.I'!l"‘II'I__q I;|I!}H'.-'|,
“with the cactus in
their faces,”

living at
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’t'hért is a land not ﬁ:r ,ﬂ'mn
- ToRyo, yet a world ﬂpﬂr't

from Japan's industrial

épicenter. Il is a quiet

place where tradition

‘matters, simplicity is a

virtue, and beauty still
blossoms from the milky

glaze of Hagi-yaRi pottery.

This is ura Nihon —

the world of . . .

By PATRICK SMITH
Photographs I:}r FETER ESSICK
AR
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v train has climbed gradually for two hours
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Life siows o a crawl beslae a paddy tn vilvama, whern rush

nour [s just a rumor, and where seven-vear-oid Tarehird (i
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when it reaches the Daishimizu Tunnel. Behind me

lies the Kanio Plain, across which factories, farms, and suburban
rooftops jostle for precious space. Disappearing in the haze is the
sprawl of Tokyo. Then we enter the darkness of the [4-mile-long
tunnel, The sun returns: with a charp glare when we emerge, and
we are suddenly high in the mountnins that bisect the country, |
pm about to descénd into another Japan

The thousand miles of western coastline [ wiall =oon encounter
gem Just the opposite of the congested world I've left behind: a

I

broad, temperate plam rotled out between the mountmins and the
surt (map, page 731, To the Japanese the land ahead s a hidden
rieflection of their own faces, anct it s this 1've come (o bBnd

'To cross Honshu, the largest of Japan's four main islands, is a

journey of the mind and spirit. The Pacific const —moneyved,

neongd, ccanomically mighty —is what t
to tlisplay: They sometimes call 1t omote Nifhon, “the front of
Japan,™ and it's the image most of us know, But they call the
region along the sea of lapan urg Nihon, which means “the back
of Japan™ or, more subtly, "inner Tapan.” In its towns and vil
Inges, its slopes and shadovwed valleys, its rough seacoast anc

hushed rivers, and its patchwork expanses of rich rice terraces

& | ADANEse Are proudest

resides an accumuiation of traditions, a set of values, that all Jap
anese giiard closely — particularly if they move away
When the urban Japanese talks about * my hometown, '
means more than a cluster of weathered wooden houses down @
one-lane road, Most of all he means the way of hife that unfolds
there. This is the world of mingo, humaneness, or human leelings

Personid ties, fading in the anonymity of the teeming cities, «til|
ount above all on this side of Honshu, and the hold of village life
endures. (i, the old code of mutual ebligations, continues to
lefine local life, Here the tracditional crafts are kept alive, and
nature 15 never far

In a village called Torigoe T stood on the bank of a wet rice
field one summer evening listening to full-throated frogs discuss
my arrival. As the sun went down, the clear water reflected a cir
cle of treetops against 4 volet sky smudged by a single cloud
These places will never change, 1 thought, and ns 1 inhaled the
plain perfume of summer grasses, | wasn't sure they should

Behind me stood along, ramshackle tarmbouze and a lew aging
w1 :--:Ill'll'ﬁL['- in i SEAte Of Conlenbed ||I'I'.-I".' .."'1'- LHEIE WIS I'Illllll!' I

oy hirots l'll'.f*-'lll' the sereen

started counting the clutlér ol mu
door, but 1 had to give up alter gight pairs: shingo Mivamoto

had arrive

PaTrick SMITH has been a correspondent in Asia for 14 vears, mosat
recently Tor the Mew Vorker He 12 currently wnoting a book abvout Japan.
[hiis is his first article for NATIONAL GEDGRAPHIC. PETER ESSICK 15 3
frequent contributor; his pholographs appeared [ast in the Special Edi
tion on Water {iNovember 1993)



shingio, a fresh-faced youth of 28, led me Into & dimiy i
living-dining-work room hilled with plants; books, loose piles of
vegetables, baskets of eges, and messy stacks ol papers. Un one

widll hung a blackboard with a monthly crop schedule; up anoth:
e, @ nArrow stalrcase ran o a sleeping loft, 1 he Miyvamotos, it
turned out, had given up their conventional lives in Osakn to
begin an alternative community in Torigog. The house where we
sat was o restoriation project: Among the Japanese, one often
finds the search for the new begins with a retrieval of the past

"My [ather wanted to find a new way of hife,” Shingo
explmined. “He ended up farming —1 don't mean just planting
and harvesting hut agriculture, a way of life. The center of life 15
agriculture, Evervihing else revolves around it

Manv Japanese, for all their urban habits, feel the samie way

['he roads are meticulously kept on this side of Japan, the irriga-

ress, Subsidies from Tokyo are the region's lifeblood. Rice
farmers depend on price supports. It's as if the back-coast people

were lvurines hvineg uncler 8 bell tar

Reversal
of fortune
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Yet vou see change in the middle distance everywhere, Many
villnges stan: a5 the rice field in front of the Miyamolos
house, but cities like Niigata and Kanarawa are already little
Tokvos. Money flows into countless construction projects. [ often
drove past rice terraces bordered by a factory and a parking lot,
then more terraces, then another factor

These changes provoke plenty of conflicting emotions. Men-
tion ura Nihon today in any town along the Sea of Japan, and it
will earn a smile or an occeasional scowl. Some people here think
the nld term belies their newer ambitions, their changmg idea of
themselves. While they admit that they missed much of th
war economic miracle —as voung people left for the cities, and
iwdoned houses and closed shops—Lhey
feel the phrase is out of date, even demeaning. NHEK, the national
hroadcasting nietwoark, stopped using it some years ago

Now the towns and villages want to grow and ' draw people
back from the P.-urzf:' coast cities, But they also want to redefine
affluence to p eir way of life from the frantic consumer
=m, urban spraw I. and pollution that are the price that much of
Japan has paid for its success

"TWe've been known as ura Nibon i the past,” a yvoung
woman named Etsuko Yoshidn said to me one spring afternoon
in Niigata. *This will be omote Mihon—the front of Japan

|
OneL LN

i |I|l-.|-

villages gocumil

VER TIME she may be right —it has been the nation’s
gatewny before. The Sea of Japan brought the Japa
nese the most enduring elements of their culture.,

Religion, Eastern medicine, & writing system, the Con-

fucian ethic —all this made itz way from China through Korea
more than a thousand years ago

I was surprised, though, to see how clearly China’s intluence
survives, a part of daily life unobscured by the trappings ol
modernity. It's visible in the architecture—the elaborate Chinese

detail, the pagoda-like rooflines. Religion, a mix of imported Less work, more play —
Buddhism and indigenous Shinto, is more than 2 matter of occa that's the credo of

sional ohservance, as it sometimes 15 10 modern cities

. ' Qpan’s younger genera-
But evervthing Japan imports soon assumes a local complex japal ' =

ion—evervthing from baseball to Buddhbism. | learned this basic tion — married coupies s
gsson in the hills of Fulkui Prefecture, where the Eiheifi Zen well as the single, free-

Buddhist Monastery crouches in & ravine shaded by towening
cedars more than 600 vears old -
The monastery, founded in 1244, 15 a vast network of rooms new breed of human
Urged to take part in Eiheiji’s routines, I ate an austere dinner of beinps. No longer willing
rice and fresh, cold vegetables, Uinde: r.In-;- watchful eve of a
vouthful priest-trainee, 1 spent 30 minutes at zazen meditation
that evening. Before 1 could begin, it took him half that time to
get my position just right—legs properiy crossed, hands correctiy fwo-day weekends and
placed, head at the desired angle. Then I was to [ollow my
thoughts wherever they led. 1 slept on a tatami mat on the floor
that night Lo the sound of wind m the cedars and a distant water-
fall that the spring thaw swelled to o roar In some rural areas local
At 3:30 the next morning I was awakened and led to a room
where row upon row of priests, kneeling on a vast spread of
tatami, were softly chanting a Buddhist sutra. So the monasters
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like this beach in Tsuruoka.
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an old pleasure quarter whose narrow lanes have retamed their
charm. There | dined in traditional JTapanese opulence at a res-
taurant called Kamezaki, or Scent of Plum Blossoms, Beyond the
sliding doors of my room was a garden of streams, bridges, and
bamboo groves—all in miniature. My host was Hiromi Tkeda, a
cheerful, stylizhly dressed woman whose family has run Kame
raki in the same house of Anely worn wood for all its 150 years

WSakata changes, but we value the continuity of our Hves,”
Hiromi told me. Four years ago a chain of Honma discount stores
went bankrupt, a victim of tightening credit. But the Honma
family is still there. There 1s the Honma Main House, a Honma
museum, and numerous Honma-owned warehouses

"o vou ever el to Tokvor™ 1 asked

Hiromi laughed. “1 just returned today from a conference of
restpurant owners in Tokvo. T like to 20 a few times & year—1
like the shops, and there are friends to see. But I'd never move
there, We don't think about it too much over here.”

In the garden the windows threw a soft amber light toward us
a5 Hiromi pointed to & plum tree that gave the restaurant both its
name and the wine that started every meal. “That tree was
here," she told me proudly, “when Takazhi Hara, a prime min-
ister early in the century, came over the mountains from Tokyo
to dine at Kamezaki” There was no Daishimizu Tunnel, so he
traveled in a ricksha pulled by two men, she sad

Then she took me into the house again to show me a superb

Zen ink drawing and two prized calligraphy scrolls that hung in
ane of the -'1i|':i]|i_! rooms. But Hiromi seemed 1o trepsure above all
an elusive quality summed up in a single word: yuiakasa. It
translates as “having high value” but implies a value bevond
material wealth. Everyone knows the concept, but it’'s now being
rediscovered in & country given over so completely to production
and profi

Ohver dinner 1 told Hiromi that 1 had climbed Mount Haguro,
one of three sacred peaks in the Dewa Mountains, Her eyes il
up. She knew the mountain well, having taken her children
there. Then she began to tell me about the somsar, mountain veg-
etables, that can be found along Haguro's paths.

'What are they ike?”" I asked her.

At that Hiromi pointed to several stalks and leaves in the clear
soup before me. It was an exquisite dish, and she smiled as 1
savored {t. This was yutakasa. It can be 20 subtle vou can miss
it as easily as I almost missed the meaning of Hiromi's favored

vepetahles

HE OLD CHAFTS PRACTICED in Japan are as valued along

the back coast as Hiromi Ikeda's greens. The products of

these traditional industries can bring high prices, and

not only for their beauty. They are treasured also for the
kill and devation they evoke —as references to the life cherished
on this side of Japan

The Mehoso family in Kanazawa has lived by its skills for 418

vears on the same street: Meboso Avenue. Nineteen generations
ago they started out making sewing needles and were good
enouih at it to carn & surname, an unusual honor for merchants
in pre-modern Japan. The family, whose name comes from

Hold is beautiful ina
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a Yuzowa ski resord
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sharoly with the aes

faetic ideal described in
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with things that shine
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meboso-bari, meaning “narrow-eved needle,” went on to pro-
duce fishhooks [or the local samural When fishing for ayvn, a
kind of river fish, became popular in the 17005, Meboso family
members turned their hands to bamboo fshing rods —exquasite
pieces of lacquered craftsmanship that can take as long as two
vears to produce.

Enko Kambara, the rod butlder of the family, is a tiny man
with wisps of gray hair and an animated grin. He works as he
always has, cross-legged on a tatami, bent over a small brazier he
uses to heat and shape sections of bamboo. Nearby, stacks of
uncut stalks lean against the walls of his tiny workshop. "When 1
waork,” he savs, "1 feel like | have eves at the tips of my fingers.”

His skill is extraordinary, honed over more than 60 vears. But
Kambara-san is 82, and while he still selects bamboo himself
(rom groves on the Noto Peninsuls, bhe can no longer fish, Untl
recently his most serious concern was finding someone to whom
he could pass on his knowledge

HAT PROBLEM WAS SOLVED with the arnival of Tadayve-

shi Mehoso, a cousin of Hachirobe Mebaso, the current

head of the clan. At 49, Tadayoshi is & try-anvthing-once

sort who recently left Japan Airlines after 23 vears as a
flight steward. I couldn't name a place he hadn't fished for trout
or salmon: New Zealand, Wvoming, Scandinavia, Scotland. But
Tadavoshi felt the pull of duty to his family as i3 members aged.
Now he's not only learning the eraft of rod bullding, he's alzo
wanting to market new designs in Europe and America.

“We already have the old man's ecrnftsmanship, and 1 have a
modern sensé of the sport,” Tadayoshi said over green tea i Lthe
back of the shop. Hachirobe listened carefully and then inter-
rupted: “We have 1o add new elements to keep the trachtion
alive, Otherwise, vou're making antiques.”

Crafts once thrived 1o this part of Japan, from lacquerware
and hand-painted silk textiles to pottery and gold foil. Many
of those crafts that survive are consicered endangered species:
There are simply not enough people interested in learning the
techniques, Too many young people move away, and too few
Tadayosht Mebosos come home

Almaost 200 crafts are officially recognized as national tradi-
tional industries, and many who work them are as dependent on
subsidies as rice farmers, Yet unused crafts ulbmately die out
There are living national treasures, toa, in Japan—those desig-
nater] Holders of Important Intangible Cultural Propérties,
meaning those who bear forward the knowledge and spirit of the
old traditions, But these are few and growing fewer

In Hagi, & coastal city noted for its preserved samural neigh-
horhoods and 1ts distinctive white-and-amber ceramics, I met a
42-vear-old potter named Torg Sanuki. A friendly but intent man
with dried clay up to his elbows, Sanuki had worked for & plas-
tics und cement compuaany, but having a piece of the postwar mir
acle had left him dissatisfied. At 31 he tnok up potting, tradmmg in
hiz company uniform for jeans and a lonmsh haircut,

| waited several minutes for him to look up from his wheel
Then | asked him about the future of his craft

“Hagi-yaki, as our pottery is called, takes a lol of patience,

Dried sauid will mare a

|_2|'L'.|I'.'s. [OLS SUNTmertime
snace on the guict sands
of Nezugaser!. While

this port is home toa
handful of commercial
fishermen who run smail
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harbor bigper ambitlons.
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and patience 15 hard o lind these davs, " he sqid with a sigh. " No

one wants to take the time anvmore

sanukl worked his wheel in 2 shed behind a
Hedd Hae-vaki Kalkan, his

irge shop along a
comimercial street. Inside the shop, ca
bowls and cups were stocked by the dozen. A small one costs
about $220, Next to Sanuki’'s work were two one-of-a-kind vases
the size of plump pumpkins: They were priced at $6,800 each
Crafts are an expression of the simpler Life the hack coast rep-

resents, another plece of the fapanese soul. For Sanuki to become

A potter was (o embrace that hife, however much it is evolving.

“1I'm paid asalary, That's how the tradition is changing. People
used to make handicralts on their own and be satisfied to earn a
Ittie money. Now it's o busimess. But Hagr-vakt wall survive. As
long as there's earth, the tradition will last."”

OT EVERY COMMUNITY along the back coast has crafts
on which to live, or & local industry. More common =

thie lot of Inokuchi. an ordinary farming village on s

lertile plain jusi beneath the foothills of the Japan

Adns. A sign ol the times greeted me: BRING THE BULLET TRAIN

\nd on

sDON! read a hand-lettered billboard on the main sirest



raving the blast of a jifubuki, or ground blizzard, travelers in Goshogawara follow




red-and-white guideposts to stay on course whin the world becomes one




tements spread over a largeareant lanad. 115 sol
homes andd ACK ceramic rooltops announce A

prosperous community. Rice felds are ever

where: It was spring when 1 visited, so the par
lies were flooded up to front doors and the edge
v drivewow

fut most of Inckuchi’s young people have long
mce gone to small cities nearby or to the bigger
magnets on the Pacifc side of the 1slana, The vil
lage school, A concrete complex much in néed of
||: 15t '._-_'||| [3H AL was ledtament enough 1o this
Hutlt for 300 or 400 students, it serves 98 gram
mar schoolers and 3% in junior high; when chil
Iren enter nigh school, they commute by bhus toa
larger town nearin

[down a narrow dirt lane, hard by an ofld but
wirll-tended Shinto shrine, 1 saw a small cinder

ck factory, one story high, that manufactured
treet sipnis; there were two or thrse other plant

f similar size scatiered arcund the village

government, indeed, s generous, DUt pubiic b
Fesse discaurages intiative. In eflect, Inokuchis is
A well-dressed weliare case. Like many villapes,
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and cast fheir eyes down under the summer sky. Rice means community to many Jnpa
nese—it' s the frame on which hang the back coast s customs
I hiat's why Kobayvashi-san holds on. "1 woutldn't trade this life

ior any other, the old man groused when 1 asked why he'd
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el and [Nougnls fali
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away. (e DAack may acne, given his ifte to farming ino the village where be was born

but if the head droops ‘Making a livingr" Kobavashi laughed when 1 inguired about
that. "MNo. ['d need 10 to 20 hectares nowadavs to live well. My

Wiack! comes tne lrainer's

zon and his wife belp me out now. But this is where | wns horn

stick: Concentrate! after all. Where you know, you love— that goes for you too, Tt's

myv village, mv

wome, my land, It came from my parents, so ]

have to protect i

WY VILLAGES, facing eventual death, Keep hoping
that a few vears of bright light=, high prices, and
anonymity will chstllusion prodigal sons and daugh-
ters. INanonwide, this 1s JUst pemning o occur;

it's known as the U-turn, adopted from English, after the path

pecaple miight take from the country to the aty and back. Or the

turn, if vou started in one region, passed through Takyo,

frner Japan -



ame towns have even begun actively trying to lure peopli
hack. Inokuchi started by planting hundreds of camellias around

the villaze and launching an annual fower festival. T wo vears
o it held a nationwide songwriting contest to draw attention
itself and adopted a ditt written by & professional author in
lokvo. it must be admittie: dled " Inokuchi Dhary’ (" Inoku

chi s Tnokach 1s/the hometown of the heart™ )

[ mers il rents of andy 40,000 ven 2 month —about R0
ne bargain anywhere in [apan. Those Gnizhed, a half dozen 50

ar, are alreadv occupied
_"-_ U b Il. M LTI IES |_!-::I'||: lapan now offer simb
hemes. But it's too soon to tell how successinl they will be
|_:i-__- re iew, and even local officals nolmat they ' re a crapshool

1
Most of the families in Inokuchi’s new town houses have simnpls
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lifir in Okura, i community not far from the Moesam River
i yamaeata Prefecture, | 'I-'.'|:'." wis dorine m the sun th

iy 1 visited, o typical village that modern Japan has left
much to itz own devices, Encouraged by the new assembly lines
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up, many of Okura's women have exchanged work in the pad-

bulges with

city life. The drain has been gradusl, but Okura now

achelors.

Brideless towns are common along the back coast, and some

spem resigneid to atrophy, But Okara has faced |

1 1ssue head on
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for sommee of Lhe scores of v ITE TAArmers w il

spotses, Lkura’s recruiters had a straightiorward approach

[hey promised the simple life of a farmer’s wife in newly aifluent

Tapan. Thes

returned with 10 Filipinas, and there are 12 now

But villagers are sensitive about the problems the enterprize
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e
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while before I amved. (Okora now has two

]

Alth

j igh basic communication seemed an abvious ohetn
cle, nobody prepared for it; lanpuape training had started only
i latkle

<chonls. ) There 1s still no Christian church to accommaodate the
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SWere not so keen anymore, . 8 young (and unmarried) farmer
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eently but firmiv rebuffed all my FECJUEsts [ meet

was clearly not considered Okura'’s finest hour. |




had even heard that some of the brides had taken to hving apart
from their husbands, but no one would discuss it beyvond polite
expressions of concern, Apparently the code of mutual obliga-
tions does not fully extend to newcomers —not yet, Anywiy.

Along the back coast, “outsiders” can mean other Japaness #s
much as it means gaifin, or “outside people,” ns foreigners are
known. Isalated for so much of history, each prefecture guards a
sense of its own identity that is almost impenetrable. Newcomers
might be formally welcomed, but it's a long time before they can
count themselves locals.

Traveling in Alkita, 1 once asked a taxi driver, o weathered old
man named Takeji Yagura, where he was from,

“T'm not from Akita,”™ he replied, eves upon me in his rear-
view mirror. "My family moved north from Osaka ™

“When was that?"” | asked.

Yagura-san thought for a moment. “About 200 years ago,” he
finndly responded.

HE VILLAGES OF THE BACK COAST struck me s fragile

antigues —valued but not especially practical. The Japa-

nese may know this, but to many of them letting go of

the villngr means letting their notions of mutual obliga-
tions and humaneness wear away like old plaster.

How viable is the old way of life if the people at the heart of it
can no longer sustain themselves? Are the Japanese ready for the
complexities that contacts with outsiders inevitably bring? Can
they live with outsiders in their midst? The experience of the Fili-
pinas isn't very promising. On the other hand, there is Niigata,

Niigata is the back coast's largest city. One bright Sunday
afternoon [ noticed a sailors’ training ship, a big three-master,
tied up at a concrete dock. As I walked past the stern, | saw that
its home port was Vladivostok. No surprise there. | had already
spotted a sign at the entrance to the crowded, bustling harbor:
WELCOME TO NIIGATA, it read —first in Russian, then in Korean,
then in Chinese, and only last in Englizh.

Cold War tension kept traffic acress the Sea of Japan, Niuga-
ta's notural trioding basin, to a trickle for most of the postwar
period. But the Soviet Union's collapse and China's turn toward
economic reform have made commerce with these unexplored
markets the talk of the city. Clues to the city's ambition are plen-
tiful on land, Niigata has already posted a few streel signs in
Cyrillic seript, and a new luxury hotel has added Russian spires
to welcome guests. “When we see a foreigner walking along the
sidewalk," a friendly resident told me in a local restnurant, “we
assume he's Russian before we think American.”

Seen from a distance, Niigata's glass-and-concrete towers rise
from the surrounding plain and glint in the sun, Niigata is rich.
In its crowded streets imported cars are no langer uncommaon,
and its shops display fashions from Paris and New York as well
as Tokyo. On any Friday evening the bars and clubs in Niigata's
entertainment district are as jammed with salarymen —and about
as pxpensive—as Tokyo's Ginza.

You don't even have to enter the city to understand why. The
bullet train reached Niigata in 1982, putting it a little more than
two hours from Tokyo. There is also an expressway. Niigata's

Stretching wet linen
across the snow,
Sarashiba and Masao
Kotoh give dyed kimono
cloth a finishing touch

rn Muikamachi. After
exposing the linen to
suniight, which bleaches
the white cloth and gives
the patterns added
dimension, they send the
material to other crafts-
men, who iron each 39-
foot piece before it is
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very slow. | see more things clearty. | rnde my bike an hour and a
hall to work i the morming, and | can payv attention to the value
of nature.” Shimbo paused, surveving the onton rows still to b
narvested. "And 1L s the beést environment for my child.”™ he
pdded. “It's important for our daughter to grow up o this kms

of place instead of a big cib
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Memaories burn bright for
Fumio Sailo, who monitors
the bonfire at a Shinzan
Shinto shrine winter festi-
val in Oga. Traditionally
the celebration includes
a visit by the namahage,
or demon (a man in a fierce
mask), who goes door to
door fo discipline lazy,
disobedient children. But
parents usually inter-
vene, assuaging the
demon with rice cakes.
"When I was a boy, [
wis very scared of the
namahage, " recalls
Fumio. “[ wouldn’t ever
tell my parenis where ]

was going fo hide.”

ag

Shimba's cholce was unusunl in one respect; He joined a curi-
ous little community —a commune, really—started in the early
1980s by a former salaryman at Matsushita, the electronics giant.
Jugo Mivamolo, a contagiously energetic man in his Inte 50s,
calls his fields and farmhouses the Peazants’ Republic of Torigoe,
half in jest, half to signify the separateness he feels from the life
he and his family have left behind.

The Peasants” Republic consisted of 19 men, women, and chil-
dren when I visited, all of whom worked in the fields if they
weren't in school. But Mivamoto has ambitions.

“A small but growing minority of Japanese would like to
unplug themselves from the giant economic machine and the con-
formist social svstem behind it," he told me under a hot June
sun, “if only they had the support of othérs to do s0." With this
in view, he expects the community to expand to 400 souls by the
end of the century.

“The way Japan has gone, into fast industrialization and con-
sumerism, has created too many problems,” Miyamoto went on.
“T uzed to call the Matsushita emplovees ‘industrial refugees’—
people who suffered a lot and weren't doing what they wanted.
Money? I'm broke. But money has no value. To live 15 the value.
I eat what I grow. You can live without money—1"m proving it.”

I wondered whether Mivamoto was talking about preserving
tradition or about some daydream of a pestindustrial Japan. 1
concluded that his abject, though less than scientifically defined,
took in & bit of both—that the Peasants’ Republic was his version
of yutakasa, affluence beévond material wealth. “Yes, I want to
protect traditions,” Mivamoto told me, “if they're right "

HE TRADITIONS likely to survive become apparent only

over time —not only in villages but alse in the towns and

cities. Tzumo is a prosperous city of 85,000 in one of

Japan’s least prosperous preféctures, Shimane. Yet
[zumo holds out the promise of turning its sentiments into some-
thing sustiainable; vutakasa is becoming patt of the community's
larger design {or living.

Driving through Irumo’s streets, 1 see nothing that immedi-
ately distinguishes it from urban centers on either coast, fzumao’s
buildings are the usual Japanese mishmash; there are too many
billboards and too many neon signs, Wherever you are, you're
never far from a gaudy pachinko parlor. Forests of concrete poles
support dense tangles of electric wires.

But life in Irumo slowly reveals a subtle balance not often
found in modern Japan. I feel it in exchanges as simple as the
giving and taking of street directions or in an optician's shop
where [ stop to get my sunglnsses fixed —pracefully and grans.
There are no smokestacks on the skvline, none of the grime and
rush and anxiety of most Japanese cities.

“There are three industrial chimneys in Izumo,"” said Mayor
Tetsundo lwakuni, a clear-faced, kinetically busy man, when 1
told him I'd seen none. " We could bring in 50 new factories if we
wanied to, but we're selectve.”

Izumo iz as dependent on subsidies from Tokvo as any other
citv along the back coast. But it is taking that monev and going
its own way. For example, there are vineyards at the edge of



Lown—more than a thousand acres of them, {or wingé making
among the city's newest industnes. The long rows of vines lend

lzumo the shghtlv odd feel of an old European manor, self

ntnined, orderly, busy with itseli

[here 1= also o new sports dome, one o
svmbolic projects lnunched by Iwikunil. Constructed entirely ol
wood imported from North America, it is intended to stand fo

- 1
olh international barmony and the valid ty of Japanese tradition

-

n today's world. “'Wood is to our calture what steel and concrets
are to yvours, " I'wakuni explained

Most important, there 1= [zumo Taisha, one of Tapan's oldest
shinto shrines, It figures prominently in the mythology of the
irth of the Japanese islands and Is a symbaol of the nation's deep
est past, vet it lives easily among the city's modern buildings

It s always crowded but always guiet within the shrine’s grav
cled and gardened grounds. On a typical mormng in early sum
mer, thee pines that line the walkwiltys are dense with white strips
il paper, pravers or fortunes dedicated to a Shinto deity and ted
to a branch, giving the effect of Christmas trees in rows. Insidi
LIE NTAYE] halls. the two soft hand: i-!|l- that conclude th PIFAYel
are sounded often, and coins echio as they are dropped into wood
fn chigsts <ot out [or ollIserines

[ counted 11 zates, walls, entry roads, moats, and courtyard:
etween the outer forie, or gate, and Izumo Taisha's innermost

™ ) [
shrine. This is a classically Japanese arrangement of =pace, |









1 B
distinzuish between outside and inside. the orofane and sacred.

g among japan s most bagic impulses. lzumo Drisha is madc

nastly of wood hleached pale by time, the sun, and the rain. 1t iy
the =ame wood vou find i any back-coast village, as if to suppes
that all of ura Nihon 1s best understood as the interior of a large:

wrangement in space called Tapan

E

A native son, lwakuni left Irumo as a young man and spent 30

vears a8 a banker in the world's finmnoial capitals. T first met
M & [EW Vs igo, -||--r||_'. aiter he o ':l||'|| [0 HEAYE A SETI0]
management job atl Merrll Lynch in New York City to return

[}
OCTne .-.!||| FUR 1OF MAaval

"What 1 found after three decades abroaid was that i v oW 15

not part of an advanced country, Twakond told m My lown
£ typical of what your fincd 1n the developing world.™
[wakuni 15 now known nationally as an advocate of balanced
growth and a better deal for the countryside, and the results are
evictent. Mot long ago a Tokvo business monthly, Tove Ketzan
hose lzumo as Japan s most [ivable ety

- -

SOUE average income 15 35 percent of T kyvo's, but we're not



sAVE. "We ve mot cléan ailr,

lean water, and fresh, cheap vegetables, W

poor,  Lhe mayo!

have no subwav svstem, but we wouldn't uss

one if we did. My apartment is a few blocks

awny. | go home and have lunch with my wifk

ST COMMINITIES. hovwever, don
vel know how to hilance the

2o0mMeLmmes opposing goals of

growth nnd the preservation of
tradiiion. At botlom, the concerns are about
iclentity and about a way of understanding
themselves and their Hves, And the back coast
has something to lose on both counts. While the
icdea of min, mutunl abhgations,; (8 sometimes
severely tested in Japanese cities, the word
COmes Up oilen In CONyersations alomg the coast
Ciird is & web binding the Japanese —a sense of
Community nowhere more 5o than in the coun
trvside, To imagine e without it is W stare into
the chaos in which all others seem to bvi

“SWe have more human relations than in the
DIE citles, savs sumivasht Ohbta, a voung plan-
ning official i Kanazawa, " we still use th
phrase 'three houses across the street, one on
either side.' Nelghbors are important, That s
how we live

I had come to think of this region as Japan
spiritual preserve. At the end of mv travels i
remimnded me of the kura, the thick-wailled store

hotises where farming fammlies keep inherited

treasures. The back coast may be cutting new

windows, | thought. but the walls of mud and

Ciraw remam strong

Line ¢évernge in Kanarawa, | went to dinner
with Tadaveshi Meboso, the Kanazawa rod
ale very Lillle, and puri butlder, in a small restaurant behind a fish shop at the edge of o
TOPRE [y SN, N S, river, 1he old wooden skiffs that broaght in the day's cat
EE LI Al Wk A1 1t
bobbed along the bank across 5 na

It was a clattery, informal place; 1

v rrow roacl rom where we sal
. £ Ud e 3 1 ¥
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e sake came o dented tin
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YUQonRD. | ol nolnimg- pitchers, filled to the brim

ness, and that was valu Vadavoshi had promised the best sushi and sashimi | had ever

istedd, and he was nght. Our dhimner was served almost immeds

afely alter 11 was | .!l._L.'|!| cleaned .|I'-.| 51 .I|L:J L |--_|||.-|..
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{ WOULD T 20 DACK: [ explained. No middlemen, no wholesalers or distributors. When
the vamabushi life. it came to raw hsh, the decisive factor was speed. It would be
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s ; We talked about the difference between life along the hack
AL 4 Ve UL R @ CEn Eol coast and in the capital, where Meboso had lived until a few

erate. butl no information monthe earlier. Borm in Kanazawa., he had spent most of his
meles me restess ncdult years in that other _|.|:'-.-'.I. and his worldliness showed. Bul
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now he was back, and he missed the big city's hectic pace not at
all. He was begpinming again, 49 years voung

Lvervthing goes a little slower on this side of Japan,

v laugh, " Even time.™ E
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Cn the waterfront at Yala, Russians

and Ukraimans imbibe the air ol a

stormy Black Sea, unconcerned for the &
moment about which g should tly

over the disputed peninsula playground. L 2




Pearl of a Fallen Empire

By PETER T. WHITE Photoeraphs by ED KASHI









ATHERINE THE GHREAT, Empress of
Russia, smiles at me and savs she
loves the Crimea. "In good hands it
could be the most wonderful place
in Eden.”

Oh all right, this impressive lady
in jeweled silk and velvet, with
a crimson sash across her ample
bosom, 15 m fact an actress, costumer as the
empress for a pageant to commemaorate the

1783 founding of the part city of Sevastopol

{pronounced Seh-vas-TOE-pol). But her

feeling is close to what the historical

Catherine felt two centuries ago. She called

the Crimea the finest pearl in her crown.

What's so remarkable about this Vermont-
size peninsula jutting down from mainland
Ukraing into the Black Sea?

Privoda, for one thing, Meaning “nature ™
The Crimean Mountains, stretching for 90
miles along the southern coast, provide a
shield against the chilling winds from the
north, so that a two- to eight-mile-wide strip
between the water and pictiiresque limestone
cliffs enjoys a Mediterranean climate: warm,
drv summer and mild winter, with some 250
sunny days a vear.

No wonder that over the decades privi-
leged Russians have come here for relax-
ation — tears and aristocrats; then Communist
Party bosses and meritorious workers, and
now the post-feresiroika profiteers and who-
ever else can swing it

They A1l former palaces and more recently
built health resoris, all set amid pretty parks
with trees and shrubs from around the
world —cedurs, cypresses, sequoias, Chinese
palms. The fragrance of native Crimean
pines, I'm told, is good for your lungs. Sit in
a grove af junipers, breathe deeply, and all
sorts of undesirable bacteria will be gone
from your system. People here firmly believe
this, and they don't like it guestioned.

I"ve come 1n late spring, when in the end-
lessly flat Crimean interior the fields of wheat
and barley shine bright green with scariet
dots of poppies. The roads are lined with
wildflowers, and as vou drive along, vou're
as likely to smell honeyvsuckle or jasmine as
the exhaust fumes of a tourist bus. The birds
are singing at 4:15 in the morning almost as

Former Awistant Editor PETER WHITE retired in
April after 35 years with the GeOGrarfaIC. Free-
tance photographer Ep Kassi, a frequent contrib-
utar o the magakine, k= based in San Francisco.
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loudly as did the vodka drinkers three hoars
earlier in the room next to mine in the 2,500-
bed Yalta Hotel, By 4:30 it's daylight, and
there below my balcony beckons the blue bay
of Yalta, spectacularly biacked by walls of
silvery limestone overtopped by the jagged
tooth of 4,331-foot Ay Petri, or Si. Peter.

But I mustn't let myself be carried away;
this Crimean paradise 15 awash in trouble.

Tourizm is down by more than a third.
Before Mikhail Gorbachev began initiating
reforms in 1987 {"the year everything began
to break down,” a Yalta councilman tells
me}, nearly 7.5 million visitors came annually
to Crimea's 600 sanatoriums, hotels, guest-
houses, and tourist camps. For many the
vacations were subsidized with vouchers
pravided by trade unions, factories, and
organizations such as the Young Communist
League, which sent children to camps here
for free or practically so

such perks all but vamished after the
dissolution of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics in 1991, A stay at a trade-union-
subsidized sanatorium might have once cost a
worker only 10 percent of his monthly salary;
now it’s twice his monthly salary, and if he
brings his wile and two children it will be
gight times as much. 5o he won't buy any-
thing extra o eat, or even a hat,” laments a
Yalta merchant.

Even the numbers of the so-called wild
tourists, those who bring tents or look for
cheap accommodations on their own, have
fallen. Why? Inflation. It's higher in Ukraine
than in any other country of the former
U.S5.5. R. During my stay a kilo of bread went
avernlght from 48 to 100, gasoline from 7350
to 1,300 a liter—if you could find any.

Those figures are in karbovanels, common-
ly called kupons, or coupons—the temporary
currency of Ukraine. When [ arrived, the
largest note was 10,000 kupons. Soon 20,000-
kupon notes appeared, and 50,000s and
100,000s were being printed. The U, 5. dollar
had traded at 120 kupons & year before, and
now it was 3,100, By that reckoning, a com-
mon monthly salarv of 16,000 kupons would
be down from $130 Lo $5, "How can I feed
my family," a woman exclaimed, “when a
kilo of sausage 15 4,000 kupons?™

The breakup of the U.5.5.R. dealt Crimea
another problem. Ukraine, asserting sover-
eignty, laid claim to the Black Sea Fleet
based at Sevastopol. The parlinment of
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Russia, however, had proclaimed Sevastopol
& Russian city and the fleet Russian property.
Administratively Crimea was part of the

Russian Republic until 1954, when it was
transferred to the Ukrainian Republic at the
instigation of Nikita Khrushchev. That was
all within the U.5.5.R., of course, so it didn"t
matter that much then.

Ukrainian officials charge that Russian
paliticians are plotting to get back not just
Sevastopol but all of Crimea, by having it
first become independent and then ask to join
Russia, " They want to provoke the Russian
population in Crimea,” I'm told. And that's
the majority of the 2.7 million Crimeans—63
percent; Ukrainians are 25 percent.

Nine percent are Crimean Tatars, a
reminder of who was here before the Rus-
sians and Ukrainians, and it's a long list.
First Cimmerians and the mysterious Tauri,
who sacrificed shipwrecked sailors to their
virgin goddess. Then warlike horsemen
from the east —Scythians, Sarmatians—
and Greeks from the south, planting vine-
vards and exporting wheat to Athens and

Crimea: Pearl of o Fallen Emprive

Alexandria. Next, legionnaires of imperial
Rome and from the north, Goths, In the
Middle Ages, Turks settled inland and
Byzantines and Genoese built trading posts
and fortresses on the coast.

In the mid-13th century, the armies of
Batu Khan and the Golden Horde made
Tatars masters of the whole peninsuia, and
by the 1500s the Crimean Khanate, allied
with Turkey, was staging slave-hunting radds
as far north as Moscow. As Russia strength-
ened, 1t expanded southward and in 1783
annexed Crimea. Its name in Russian, Krym,
derives from the Turkic langunge of the
Tatars —from kirim, meaning " fortress,”

One night during World War I1, on orders
from Stalin, all Crimean Tatars—some
250,000 —were rounded up and sent off east-
wiird to Central Asia, mostly to Uzbekistan.
He accused them of collaboration with the
Gérman occupation troops. Nearly half are
said to have died en route and in the early
days of resettlement. They never lost hope of
returning, and since the late 1980s they've
been doing so, Their struggle now is not only
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Caught in a custody battle betwean Russia and Ukraine; sailors do calisthenics

in Sevastopol, headguarters of the Black Sea Fleet. Aboard the Viktor Eotelnikow,
one of 300 or so aging ships in the fleet, a latecomer rushes to lunch. Control of
Crimea’s valuahle port focilities, more than the ships, is at the heart of the dispute.

against ethnic discrimination but alzo agninst
Lhe economic chaos that grips all Ukraine,

T PROBLEMS are what tounsts come to
Crimea to forpet, and a good place to
start 1s Yalta, Distractions aboind
along the seaside esplanade —still
called the Lenin Embankment —lined

with palms and roses. Strollers pass ice-cregm
stands mnd kiosks selling souvemrs; artists
offer paintings, photographers wail to snap
vour picture. Excursion boats take passengers
for sightseeing trips along the coastline of
(rreater Yalta, encompassing a dozen com-
munities on a 50-mile stretch. Today's eco-
nomic woes may cloud the sense of luxury a
bit (my hotel room was evidently sublet for n
party one night while I was away), but Yalta
remains the mozst famous resort area in the
former soviet Union

At the turn of the century Anton Chelkhoy
kept & house in Yalta, where he wrote ke
(Cherry Orchord and The Three Sizters and
noted of visitors that “the middle-aped

women dressed as if they were still young girls
and there was a great number of generals."”

Today he'd find yvoung women in the tight-
est of miniskirts wearnng the brightest of
scartet hpstick and quite a féew alfluen
grgnesmeny. A good spot Lo observe certain
dynamic elements of post-communist society
iz the enormous saltwater pool at the Yalta
Hotel, A Ukrainian entrepréensur, who now
lives in Canada but often comes here, ex-
plains to me who's who. I'll call him Sasha

The tall muscular man over there, in a
group of thick-necked fellows with close-
cropped hair—he controls the mafia in
Minsk. That lady with two children —her
hiuishand is a hig businessman in Moscow,
he'll come for the weekend, mayvbe he just
made another million dollars,

How? “Selling oil or metals or chemicals
abroad. You buy cheaply from government
zources and, of course, vou need 4 license, s0
vou piy under the table.”™ Isn't that (llegals
“Yes, but anvthing cian be done i
money and the nght connections.”

il have
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masha says lots of newly nch Russians now, but he'll go up to some forlorn old
couwld afford the Riviera or Mallorca or woiman sitting in front of a church and hanid
Miami but wouldn't feel comfortable there—  her kupons amounting to several n |"-|'|f|l

here they can SpeaK their own language and pension. “ These women are so poor,” he
fee] at home. He adds that in Moscow if save. CUne bold me she hadn't been able o

vou' re rich somebody might kill you—a com-  bay a decent plece of meat in two years

petitor or someons jealous, it happens nearly

every day—so you have to have bodypuards. DACHA, in the Russian language, means

[n Yalta vou needn’t be =0 afraid, but some a country place, and that can be just &

people have bodyeguards here too sha L a little garden or a mansion
[ so¢ these muscle men with their drink= on on an slaborate estate like those the

the terrace at the hotel entrance—orew Clls, top communist leaders favored on the

exercise suits, the latest American athletic Crimean south coast.

snoes, Here, too, pretly miniskirters seek to The dacha near Yalta used by Nikita

become friendly with foreign males presumed  Khrushchey has indoor and outdoor mowve

to carry hard currency, (At the table next 1o theaters, ponds and murmuring fountains,
mine: She, "Une hundred dollar.™ He il & bomb shelter 250 feet below. Occasion
“Let's gn.") allv an outsider is admitted to sightsee, and
And here I meet a visiting Bavarian farm I am shown an al 0]

er, a German Army veteran with a poignant Khrushchev's guesis — Indira Gandhi, Tito
story. Durning World War II he was a prisonér Ho Chi Minh

of war near Yalta, cutting wood v the moun His successor, Leonid Brezhnev, added a
Lains. VWhen & guird nearly beat him to swimming poal with a roof and shding-glass
death, the lady lorester in charge saved him ;1'|— and a cozy bar, where he entertained

He returned 23 vears later and found this chistineuished |l-1'r Eners such as President
lady, then in need, and supported her. He's MNixon. Gorbachev staved here too, but then
béen back many times, bringing groups of het hivd on extensivie compound constrocte
Crerman tourists. The lady forester is dead [arther down the cosst, at Foros, It's I--»--]
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Instant photo op for the artless towrist, a plas-
tic palm tree and phony drinks owait takers on
the Yalta seafront. At about the some lotitude
as Nice, Yulta enjoys a subtropical climate,
thanks largely to the mountoins that shield
Crimea’s southern coast from winds sweeping

down from the steppes,

now, but 1 got a look from a beat offshore:

& three-story residence with an escalator to
the beach, a separate recreation building,
quarters for guests, doctors, guards. Here,

in August 1991, plotters put Gorbachey
under house arrest; their coup collapsed three
days later, but in four months he'd be out of
i job too,

HE HEALTHIEST THING about the

southern coast of Crimea, I'm told as

I vizsat a few of its scores of sanatori-

ums, 15 simply the combination of

sun, sea air, and fragrance from the
parks. But treatments are offered for specific
problems: Massages, acupuncture, soft music
tor reduction of stress.

some 1 find hard to believe, Application of
electromagnets for varicose veins? Even the
pebbles on the beaches, ["m assured, can be
therapeutic. Depending on where a pebble
presses an your sole, nerve paths to different
organs will transmit beneficial stimulation.
But nowadays, says a sanutorium director,
most clicnts come just to relax.

Tied to the Lenin Embankment in Yalta,

a white ship called Professor Aubov reflected
other new realities, She belongs to a Russian
scientfic institule but no longer makes re-
search vovages, because the institute is broke.
she's under charter to a private company and
once a week takes a hundred or more passen-
gers ncross the Block Sea to Istanbul, where
they buy Turkish goods cheaply, with dol-
lars—clothes, chocolate —to bring back and
sell here. It's a gquick way to double your
money, and it's called kupri-prodal—literally
“buy-sell,” meaning trade,

In the Kirov Sanatorium, a dozen men and
women sit in o windowless room, The air
pumped in is full of superfine salt particles.
Good for bronchitis, asthma, sinus problems,
says the attendant— 200 kupons a visit (seven
cents at the timel. That's also a response to
new necessities, The sanatorium, no longer
stiade supported and needing money to keep
going, rents this room to one of its doctors,

106

who haz created a private firm to supplement
his inndequate salary. He hasn’t made much
money yet, he says; the best thing these days
15 kupil-prodal.

There's been change too at Yalta's prime
tourist spot, the greal white palace a few
miles down the road at Livadia. It was the
summer residence of Nicholas 11, last of the
tsars. The guides zay that in the past they
could hardly mention him. What they
stressed was that in the banguet hall Stalin,
Churchill, and Roosevelt met in 1945 for the
Yalta Conference, which shaped the map of
postwar Europe. But now what intrigues vis-
itors most are all the newly hung photographs
of the imperial familvy—having tea in the

National (eographic, September 1904



wark . olavine tennis. snlashing 10 the sturl
B1NY I

L tourist brochure bought for 200
itv-owned kiosk 300 fest away

lupil-prodal in full Aowes

L Mitsicl
|-_I|_'|||_r'|-| Bt B

15 sirlid Tor 2 000

HE COASTAL ROAD from Yalta leards
¥ naval

twice

west to Sevastopol, the state

tawn that went I||'III:|!’_|' |"||_'|

First during the 1854-56 Crimean

War. A full decade afterward, Mark
Twain, on a European tour, saw what 3449
days of s1eee and hombardment by Lhi
Hritish, French, Italians, and Torks had
clane in that war to check Kussian expansion
Fompeit, I'waln said, was in comparativel)
good conchition. " In whatsoever direction

Crmen’ Peavl af a Falien fntpur

Yo [_l!-_'_1-|_' " he wrote, “vour eve encounts s
scarcely-anything but ruin, ruin, roinf"

Cin the outskirt= of Sevastopol, amid a vas
vineyard of the Golden Vallev stote farm,
in inscription in
English: “In memory of those who fell in the
'hat day

rises iwhite abeligk witl

Battle of Balaklava 25 Oot, 1854."
Russians were dragging off some captured
British cannon, and the British commander
ordered hiz own lancers and dragoons to give
chase; his instructions were misinterpreted,
directing them down a path 1
pos them (o Russian artillery fire from hills
on both flanks and i ront. The 670 men of
the Laght Brigade obeyved. It was the charge
ihta the Valley of Dvath celebriated in the

Al wollil ex-



poetn by Alfred, Lord Tennyson. Oniy 195 But a captain tells me they're old tubs really,
came back and the crews are losing their shills because
The place where the charge ended is now the ships —an estimated 200 combat vessels

the little village of Khmelnitske. As I read the plus 130 auxiliaries—don't go out much. No
sient on ane of the bulldings— Primary schonl fue], o money,

N, 36 —1I hear a thinderous b-op-o-m | climb down into a diesel submaring,
What on earth was that? | gel a reassunng vintage 1965. She needs replacement parts

explanation. In World War LI, Sevastopol from St. Petersburg, says a lieutenant, but

and its suwrroundings were destroved once Russia isn't sending them and Ukraine

more by a 248-day German siege. Unexplod doesn’t have any. 50 we make repairs as

ed mines and shells are still found today and hest we can. Anyway, nobody knows what Lo

=&l off 50 they' H do no harm do with us, do we belong to Kussia or to
Painstakingly rebuilt again, Sevastopaol Ukrnines"

now [oats in political limbo, full of appre Russian President Boris Yeltsin and Ukra-

hensive officers and citizens nian President Leonid Kravchuk have me
I'm impressed by the warships in the har- repeatedly and promised to divide the fleet

hor —the helicopter carrier Moskva, a dozen 30-50, but nothing happens. Ufficers vant
missile cruisers and antisubmarine frigates. their frustrations at meetings. 5o do civilians

1118 National Geopraphic, Seplember 1004



WHO ZRineT ol GeTnonsirAallons in o City

L1 2L i I ] 'I:!'?| DENSSONErSs SOUAEEE

inflation. I hear speakers shout aneril
his is a city of Russian glary!™ “Thes

nt to tell us we're not Russian. They want
orce our kids to speak Ukrainian!

rame — we want to be with

A Tkrainian cantain in the crowd shud

.II..I

| : < i o I L
=, Russian propaganda 15 working hers
.'|1|..!-' .: et .ll_ II: ||I :,._I: -|!_| |.|I_ :-I |II -II ¥

wefore. Thevy don't remember the bad

A\ meeting organtzer tells mw

i
L

.'||-;| il that = I e '-l';" i1l E.".'I -I_|||__||| L |

to Russia, eventuadly all Crames, "1 he

gt and the nolice are on onr sicli | ¥ 1y

:.Ir..

ge armmed clashes! "Only i the URTan

| | |
shart shooting | R WE Wl v

Cn working wacations, members of a new
Slavie mafin, dominated by Russinons, stalk
the boardwalk in Yalio, where restauronis ore
filled with the nouveauy riches. To exploit
Lrimea’s huge economic potential, racketeers
hiarve moved gquickly to oocguire properties and
concessions all along the coast

pital, Simieropol {pronounced Sim-

I'he massive building that was beadoua
ters of the Cnmean Commumnist Party 15 now
the supreme Soviel, or parlinment, of the
Repubhic of Urimea. Inside sat the man whe

vAs Lrnimea s most powertul politician



For every atlment, o cure: Most involve Crimea’s abundance of sun, sed, and
minerals. In Yalta guests at Kirov Sanatorium inhale air laden with salr,
confident their lungs will be revitalized, Ar the Burdenko Sanotorium in Saky,
a voung patient enfovs a therapeutic bath in a pool of Black Sea water.

Nikolai Vasilivevich Bagrov, once the party's
v chadrman,

or speaker, of parliament. He told me he'd

first secretary and subsequent

changed a lot

“Belore, there was only one opinion, and il
wouldn't be questioned. But I have learned
to be patient, to control mysell and hsten Lo
the opinions of others, Sometimes the opin-
ns are not sound, not constructive, and then
it 1= very hard to listen and look for the grain
of truth

mimce my visit there's been a big change

[!' EIVIES TTHE & |Il.'-l. ||ll.|Il'
Last January Bagrov ran for election to the
new past of President of Crimea and got 23
with 73
DETCENL, Wins Yurt Aleksandrovich Meshkowv,
who'd promised o split Crimea away from
Ukraine and join it to Russin

Meshkov has since modified his position:
True autonomy would be enough, he says
now, if it included a free hand in détermining
economic policies and the right to make trea-
ties with foreign nations. And he stands by
his campaign pledge to make the Kussian

nercent of the vote. The winner

ribile legal tender in Unmea once more
No wonder— by January the Ukramian
kupaon had sunk to 40,000 to the dollar, and it

has kepl on sinking

N THE HILLS ARDUND SIMFEROPOI
makeshift villages are reminders of
the hitter fate of the Crimean Tatars,
now returning after decades of exile
to the land they ruled for more than

00 years

For many, I ind, the new [ife here 1sn't
EQEY Electri 1LY st | [lrm'i-h--‘l and waler
comes by truck and must be carried home
in plastic patls, A lot of the tny houses
aree unfinished —the money hrought from
Uzbekistan has been losimg value and won't
buy enough cinder blocks and lumber

At least the bits of land they re on are now
theirs; in the old Soviet state the police migh!
have run them off, All grow fruts and vege-
tables. “If vou have a twentieth of a hect-
are. ™ an old man tells me—that's about 60 by
ey £

4 f I ¥ .
feet vou'll never go hungry." But you
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Kids still reign at the Artek International
Children's Center near Yalta. Their parents
wotild have attended courtesy of the state as
Young Ploneers. Now mom and dad have to
cough up cash, and lots of it. Though most of
Crimea’s resorts and health spas are still in

the hands of government ministries, they are
run now for profit, not as public services.

might freeze in winter, coal is so expensive
Many tell me they were better off in Uzbeki-
stan, but all say they're happy to be here in
their homeland.

The elected leader of the Crimean Tatars'
nationil counci], Mustafa Jemilev, now 50,
wis six months old when deported and later
spent 15 yedrs i prison for aptating for his
peaple s right (o return. “About 250,000 are
1e tells me, “and they keep
coming.” NO, they don't expéct to get their

now back "

tormer houses back but do demand represen-
tation in the Crimean parliament, with veto
power in Tatar matters.

| mention that 1 was surprised to see a
Tatar lady who's blonde, blue-eved, and
pink-faced. Mustafa Jemilev smiles, That
goes back to the formation of our nation, he
savs. In the steppe were those with Mongo
han features; mn the south, some Greeks,
(roths, and Genoese who accepted Isiam and
adopted the Tatar language and so became
Tatars, The steppe Tatars and the coast
Tatars mixed, so now there’s no such thing as
a typical Crimean Tatar face.

He adds that among his peaple know ledge
of the Tatar lanrunge is weak —for & long
time there've been no Tatar schools; every
ane's been educated in Russian, "We hope
to change that slowly, to train teachers and
el textbooks."

south of Simieropol, i Bakhchyvsamy —
the last capital of the Crimean Tatars—Uhe
| 8th-century palnce of the khans is under
renovation. More than a hundred fountains
are said to have played here. I pass the Holy
Paradize Fountain, the Fountain of Life, the
Lullaby Fountnin. They're all dry, except for
the one the tourists flock to see, the Fountain
of Tears. It's famous because of a poem by
Alexander Pushkin, about a bGerce ruler's
gricl over the death of a beautiful Polish
princess i his harem

Nearby, a lew Tatars in white skullcaps
file into the palace mosque for Friday priayers
with a visiting imam {rom '|'L:|I'i:,:'jr'

HAT'S ALONG THE WEST COAST of
Crimend The little town of Saky,
offermg black-mud trentments for
rheumatism, &and the big industrial
town of Yevpatoriva, with dozens
of sanatoriums for children. Along the road-
side, grazing cattle and sheep alternate

with wheat fields and orchards of cherries,
apples, peaches,

On a gentle hill near Novoozerne, 1 see
skinny steel legs 60 feet tall, with 28-foot
bigdes revolving on top —three windmills.
“Protected by U, 5. Patent 4,.426,192," says
a stgn. It's the piiot project of a joint venture
hardware made in Ukraine, technology
from a firm in San Francisco that created s
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successful wind-energy system in central
here's always a wind 1 this
region, and plamners envision 5,000 wind

Lahlifornia

turbines with a capacity of 500 megawatts
[t would be one of the D] ERECs '.t.'|1|-':-§“'|'-.*.'rr
plants in the world. But will it ever be
complieted s

NWear the peninsula's northwest cormer |
walch tugs towing barges from the port of
Chormomorske to service offshore rigs dril
ling for gas. Here a fishing collective called

Tavrida has been catching bernng and floun-

der and canning shark-liver paste. Now
own, because of overfishing and

fishing is ¢
poliution, and the collective seeks new wiys
to make mon . r.:i.-il:; nutria for fur and

Crimen: Pearl of a Fallen Empire

tending 750 acres of lavender and wormwood
to make otl for cosmetics. The chairman
tells me that he signed up for & joint venture
with an aftershave company from Corpus
(Christi, Texas, a vear earlier. “And we v
senit them oil samples,” he says, “hut so far,
nothing's happened.”

UMMER'S HERE, 1L s gpetting hot —bime
for a refreshing day in the mountains,
in the Crimean State Nature Preserve
Its 85,000 acres were once the hunting
grounds of the tsars. Viadimir Lupsha,

who was in charge here for 29 vears, takes

me up 4 narrow road through successive
pones of oaks, beeches, and then pines






At 4,000 feet there's a preat mendow with
spits of white and pale pink
tiny wild roses. A white-headed eagle
circles overhead

(n the way we'd stopped to picnn
i siream
ney, who

dat=ies and

ot
i EHVOTILE -|"-'-' of Leonid ”'l'.-'l'l-
until e was so decrenit he

Around here,

CELITI
had to lean on a tree to shood
ihe bhoars, gazellés, mountain
And a thousand Crimean deer;
s can measure eight feet to
the top of his antlers. But since 1987, no

hunting. Mo hiking either; it disturbs the

animals. But outside the preserve, in Lthe rest

of the Crimean Mountains, there'

Lupshi says,

et A Dl

Lhse maiestin

) tirmee
|.|'.:'

imb A steep thousand

as much space for hiking and camping
adventurous migh
feet down into the Bolshoy Kanvon, the

And then jump

rI'..-

Ly TETH |...|_I'|'-.'llrl of L rimen

o an ity poal flow i Lhere, EHown as

it the full moon cast a shimmenrinig
1 of silver across a truly black Black Sen

| hat nig

Al

Of GLIMPSES of the rest of Crimea |
drive northeast from Yalta on the
codst road that winds and winds, like
iosnake without end, now high, now
o, belween gréen vinevards and

pebily beaches along the turguoise and

AL Sucdnk, A

[ortress looms from a seaside hill. At Feodo-

siyva, the old fortifications are Byzantine. This

15 the end of the Crimean Mountains; from

oW On it's FMpPeEninge wheat and cattle | T B

tures all the way to the Kerch Strait, which

connects the Black Sed to the Sea of Azoy
Kerch, a rall terminus and Crimea’s major

B W;

einieralil sea (Vie-Lower Lrenoes

TR TR AL EI|I||'|_I ||:'|_-\. ||:' AR L Wzl -\.'-.I'l:l_l-

ment point for exports from much of the new
Lommonwealth of Independent States since
“ln 199

LA ity ofheaal, In

OPFEMNE Lo [orgignars [Wo VEArs agn

we had 186 ships

G903 they came at twice that rate, loading

coal for Italy, steel wire for China
Rerch is alzo home port for factory ships

catching fish in the Atlantic and Indian

Replanting roots that dote back to the | 3th century, a fomily of Totars settles into
a makeshift home outside Yolte, Since the late 19805 a quierter of o million Tatars
hawe returned from Stalin-imposed exile. Korean formers, whose parents mosd
here in the 1830s, horvest watermelons on Crimea’s northern steppe,

allen Enpire

Crimea:; Fearl of o




In a ficld of poppies a young Tatar lays the groundwork for a home

of imestone, found in thick sheets beneath the soil, Heirs to the
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(Crimean Khanate, longtime nemesis of the Russian tsars, Tata

now seek a share of ['Il-'ll.]LiEL:H.[ POWET,




COlceans, canning it, and selhing it for hard Hermitape 1n 5t. Petersbure. Some of the
-.ul-lr!r=.ﬂll. 1. And the Zaliv Shipyard miunds hiave not yet been opened, and I'n

it butlt the first Soviet nuclear-powered Lol that archaeologists are expected (rom
freighter —now turns oul double-hulled Montreal and Brigham Young University i
tankers in a joint venture with Pepsi-Cola; Utah. Is it surprising that grave robbers come

in the future, péerl LS, preialr 1 Loy, Dy Miercedes, with maching puns, when
Pirza Huts 1 single coln found here might bring 325,000

L Beerch 15a treasury of wenlth past

“Wherever vou stick a shovel around hen -'wll;.v.Lh-Z:iklh'FL'I“u'”'i.-W"

o’ 1l find something historical,™ says the fertile steppe that SLTUies neariy two-
lirector of the Kerch History and Cultoor thirds of Crims 1.=..'.-I follow a concrete-
Museum. He mentions hundreds of burial lined canal north as far as the city of
moundz in the vicinity, some as old as 2,500 Diehankoy, to Pumping Station Mo, |
vears. [hey've vielded treasures of Groek Water [lows m from the Dimeper Biver, via

coromists and their Bosporan Kingodom, also the Isthmus of Perekop, which connects the

R ,
the finest scvthian gold jewelry now in the peninsula to the Ukrainian mainland, Down
- - i
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to here it fows b sive the statiom
managesr. His pumps raise it some
it'll move on mto a vast network of canals

thiat from Aoril to November irri-

araviLy

i | I.ll.'I =i N

s iuiju_-_.

gutes 1,500 square miles of wheat and barley,

orchards, vineyards, and felds of sunflowers
This 18 the lileblood of Crimean agriculture
Belore

HETE,

until the 1950=. "1t was like a desert
amels.”
Al acollectivi

[ATT WHEre IIve combines are narvesting

["m told. " Peaple had

But water isn't evervthineg

wheat, I hear that the vield 15 good but

two-thirds of the earnings will zo for fuel
The Mir flower farm at Yantarne used to
send a milhion tulips to Moscow and Kiev

early in the vear. but its acres of hothouses

af a Fallen fmparve

Crimeans first, Russians second, Vasily and
CHga Karezin celebrate their golden wedding
anniversary in Sevastopol, home to a large
population of Russian pensioners. Though
somé of their friends fovor reunification with
Russica, many, like the Korezins, would prefer
that Crimea remain qutonomous, with the
loosest possible ties to its parent nations

will be shut down for lack of heating ond

And so, while muinland Ukmaine sustains
Crimea with plenty of water, it cannot suppls
nearly enough gasoline and oil, because that
mist come from Russin, and Ukraime doesn't
hawve the money

In fact, Ukrnimne 15 far belind 1in its pay-
ments —reportedly to the eguivalent of 2.5
and from time to
time Kussia threatens to cut off ftuel supplies

tmilion dallars, or more
altoeether. In "~--||I|'-'1'.|:|-r 1993, Presidents
KEravchuk and Yelisin met vel again, in a
grand duke’s former palace near Yalta, and
Announced another a
tor some of its debt, Ukraine will cede (o
Russia its share of the Black Sea Fleet!
Hut when BEravchuk retorned to his capi-
tal, deputies in the Ukrainian parliament pro-
. Since

claimed they'd never ratify such a deal

Frecment: I |_l.l'.'||!'_r||

then there s been vet another agreement:
VKraine to get 15 percent of the fleet and
credit for.

bhase to be leased ta

5 percent; the Sevastopol naval

Russin. But stll ratifica

Hon 1= 1in doubt. And so again the big econom
ic and political questions remain unresolved,
andd the Ukrainian kupon keeps falling to new

ows, T he outlook is prim, uncertain

UT CRIMEA holds that commodity for
which, it seems, there will always he
customers: nature — priroda. A spring
that cofxes fields of poppies when

A summel

of Black Sea beaches and healing forest adrs

snow 15 falling in Moscow

whén the temperature of the sea gnd the nar
are the same. And an auiumn that enchants
the =outhern coast, when the atmosphere 1
clear as cryvstal and the colors of the sea and
the skyv are extra bright., The deciduous trees
among the EVErgTEeEns tuern vellow
and red; vinevards blaze purple and gold

People say the soft breezes caress vou —vou
teel vou're floating. They call it barkhainyy

reEEoM. Lhe veiviel segson

ITIAFTHAET

"hat's what Crimes has to look forward
Lo, nio matter whil |:|

119
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he fish bobbed toward
1S, o511 S0ImE Off A
dark and glhistening
wave. It seemed Lo
nod n symbolic fiure-
wise in the fishing
village of Clshien. Anointen with

well to each

cheep's blood und schnapps and
hoisted by the sweat-streaked
arms of the deceased's male
friends and relatives (right), Lthe
wooden fish held the remamns ol
Dede Tse NNumu, o Ashing chief
Chutside Cehiana’s capital caty
of Aceri, a handiud of wood
carvers create coffins modeled
on objects of specinl importance

i il ]
{0 the departed

Commissioned by rich and
poor among the Ga cosstal
people as well as others tn neigh
horittg counires, the coffins
celebrate the lives of loved ones
and refiect their status. Ad
Miung s funeral more than 2,000
gEuests attended & ceremony il
onice sad and jubilan

A lew days before, in the
nearby town of Nungus, Joseph
Tetteh Ashong— known as Paa
Joe —put the finishing touches

Fantasy cofiing of Lhana will

be featured in the authors” book
African Ceremontes and Rituals,
to b publiched by Harry N

Abraums, Inc,, in 19097

F=d
| A}

on the fish (below), o tredd much
like those Nunu once netted off
Ghana's coast. Pan Joe learned
hiscraft in 1961 ns an appren-
Lice to his uncle, Seth Kane
Kwel, who hod started carving
the coffine about five years be
fore and continued making them
until his death in 1992, Today
Pasn Joe's shop turns out about
len coffins & vear Lo house the
deceased —who mav be Reptin
martuaries for @ month of more
while fupernis are planned

“ D vou find it difficult see
ing your beautiful works of art
disappesring into the ground?”

“1 wish some

we asked Paa Toe

would be on diaplay for people
to appreciate, " he said. ® But
once one has been used, 1t has
servied ks purpose. The ground
ts where it belongs."

The memorinls gre expensive
[or most ehanalans. A faniasy
coflin costs about 2400 U, 5. —
the average vearky income
in Ghann—depending on the
destgn, wood type, and length of
advance notice Fven to the
carver, People routinely spend
everyvthing they have on funer
als. Dne friend told us, "' The
hardest strugele in lile 15 Lo
muole enough income to support

the funeral celebration.”

National Geopre
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¥ A pilot from Togo chose a KLM jet.
Some carvers accept commissions
from Europe and the United States,
where coffins are displayed in
museums and galleries.

% A lobster will bear the body of a
fisherman who made his living

trapping the crustaceans along the
West African coast.
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When a dying person has not arranged for a coffin,
families look to carvers to help make a choice.
"Knowing the deceased person'’s profession and
interests helps us narrow it down,” says
Ben Sowah of Kane Kwei Carpentry Works.

= Repairing outboard motors in
life, a mechanic chose to be
buried in a Yamaha 40—the
same kind of motor he used
on his own boal.

i The family of a goldsmith selected

‘ a coffin shaped like a crab, symbol
— of his clan.

' The crew of a fishing fleet captain came
from Cameroon to attend his funeral
in Ghana, where he was buried in this

model of one of his boats.




~ A cattle herder’s family
buried him in a bull.

= A farmer chose a green
onion coffin.

_ Blending Christian and traditional
p e e e beliefs, the Ga pour libations over the
such as a paramount chief, coffin to ask blessings from

the deceased, now among the ranks of
honored ancestors. Families bury the dead
with the comforts and adornments of life—

handwoven cloth, jewelry, and money.
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W Painted scales and a pink
satin interior add detail to
a fselé fish coffin,

* A stylized leopard will
carry the remains of a hunter.



(3as and brake pedals were in
lace, red rellectors glowed 1)
the back, glass mirrors had been
mstalled, and the driver's favos
ite saying was displayed over
e whndehiedd

Yel, Lo our surprice and th
.'..n'l'ii-. "5 dismay, the colln w
not quite ready. Every appren-
tice in Lthe shop was busy palnt
ne chunks of wooden conl
carved into the bed of the truck
Anxious moments passed. Final-

L sien paInter-arrived and lef
tered the truck ' s make oo the
hood (below). Sevetal more

:'_||||-,|_ LIl :I'r'_ G0 WAS TOnt

A Tew hours remaoines elorn

| n | N | - - - - - —_ . - - - P - . [ 1 - . W 1
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says carver Paa Joe piece of wood beneath the front  the still-wet coffin into thed
abavel. Y Evervthing erille into A bumpe: truck and headed off, hapm
mist b rsght before T let On the dav of the truck driv- with the carver's wark. Wi
n coffin po.” or's wike we returned to Pano wondered if Paa Joe, calm
\s we watched, he circled the  Joe'sshop and found the famil; through it all, had kept to thi
wood form of a truck destined waiting to callect the replica ol moatto on the deceased’s truck
[or a man who hauled conl. Paa hetr loved ong conl truck thal God's time —which cannot

Joe pulled oul M -|--||-.l'- sl Many dietails had been added e rished —is the best I:l
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The Dream.

Tt someome will finakly cresite o new Kind of lisoury-pertormanice sekan that won't be some kind of tepid

copy o all thie others That it will Tave a 2500p, DORCVE. Thit it will be aich in leathes” wialot and sound. That it will look like

Lezend sl ey 10 beap, o comer 5o owedl that the meds wall surrender when they see 1t comung
\nid thatt thie earth will st spirmmimge East s West when vou @t in
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e isirth will heeprspinmng West to East Ofier than thae, s pretty mmch the wary vou dreamed it

oz by Chcdsmnbike S what happens when you Demand Beter, Call 1-800-718-T778
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THE PRESIDENT'S REPORT ON THE

Education Foundation

At Long Last, New
Geography Standards

hey re teaching our kids gar-
bape in schools now —and it's
i areat way to tarm them on

I geography

Ax part of the National Geo-
graphic Kids Network program, stu-
dents oot through dassroom trosh
and andlvee how much of 18 is recy-
clatvle. Then., using a computer link.
they compare their findings with
those of youngsters n s¢hoois
arcund the natwon and the world

Its o chance or students at
Lavion Hall Elementary School in
Famrfax, Virgmia (right ). to share an
ecolopy lesson with Krds ke those
at Seler City Elementary School in
Morth Camoling (below)

Projects ke these help students
explore the many aspects of eeogm
nhy., And I'm very exated about
the next step: To help teachers
pull those elements logether, new

i -RIFTITES EELT

peogruphy education stiindards are
(0 e announced next month

— Erams Last March, President Clinton
siprnied into law the Goals 2000
A education act, aimed at Improving

L student pérformance in cight sub-
jects, including geography. Across
the country more than 2000 people
have worked on the geography stan-
dards, drawing up 4 blueprimt of
basic knowledge and skills that sto-
dents shouwld posgess by the fourth.
eighth, and twellth grades

For example, fourth-grade teach-
ers will now know that students
should, nmong other things, be ahle
to mmake a curdboard or clav model
of a region showing landforms,
drainage systems, and vegetatiom.

Anthony K. de Sowrea. editor of
the Society's ReseakcH & EXpLika-
Mo journnl, s execotive director of
the geography-standards effort

“This could be a golden e o
geagraphy,” says de Souwra. " The
standiards will be voluntary, bul

for our children's sake—| hope
- wchools serze the opportunity.”
PrErrd] WodRidE W EER L

HiE Wil Lk i B, —irn ILETIE pmET N o@ R R TEEL S F i L o&MEl Fif FE—T LN e Fl CATIHEIHAL ARD EETERTITED MG Wl T
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WILDLIFE AS CANON SEES IT

voung male Asiatic lon stares intently into  vital to protect their hahitats and undes
the darkening forest. Great mmbersof these  stand the role of each species within the
majestic lions once ranged from the Middle  earth’s ecosystems. As a global corporation
East to India, but by 1913 the big cats had  committed to social and environmental con-
been extermmated m every country, save cerns, we nope to 1oster-a greater aware:
for st 20 in the (ir Forest. Today, the ness of our common obhigation to ensur
survival of the species depends on one pop-  that the earth's life-sustaiming ecology

ulation living in a fragment of protected sarvives mtact lor future generations.

__ \ATTRE

s e Canon



(eographica

Ancient Forest Rises
From ltalian Clay

[KEM Were dogemmg [of
clay Lo supply o

1 lielv's Limbria reoon

when they struck wond — old tree
1

Lipnght but histing

trunks. i fac
ke Piag’
and even smelled like hiving (rees

Hut these relstives of modern

£ TOOSEE 0, 1ot ||"I'-'_'_I !:.ll

sequoias wnd bald cypresses are
milhon vears old. Buried
bv An anciont carthguaks
preserved by the CLRY. SIxty
brees. some of them five feet

nameter and 26 feet hieh

I -
1
-.'.I -u".l.-

O B
|!| k |'||_||_

I|.'.'l'l.
sl O 3 SS-acte site
near Femaga; the tops of thre
dnoren more brenk 1hi
sequoins, of anvihing that resembles
them in the family called Tax
tve in ftaly today, sug
peshing that the
far damper
Exposute to adr has led to
f the trees. “The primary

ODCCT 15 10 T1H00 0 Wiy To presere

W

I 'l
'|.!I||.-\. L

II.'||_":|

Il ased o be

A TEE

ey

them,” savs the site director, Serg
vercom of Umbna's archaeo DEICs
U PRI ESEEN His team hint

erecied roods over the trunks T R

EETECS

T i r i ]
vide pritection from the elements

molecule with an enevme. using o
revolutionary technigue called
polymerase chain reaction [PUR)
until the sampli IFRE endHigh
1o bo compared with DNA from
preseni-day TH bacterin. Th
'!L'..l:'-
proving the disease was present in
South Amoencs contunes befor
Europenns nrrived

[he oman w
L himbava people. Her [esions had
healed, showing thit she fought of
'R but she died st about 45
ONE ST CRUSE,
|40 mummilied bodies found in th
remote desert cometery

arvd o8 monoring themr statos

Analyss ot the trees
sorne lived for o th
*They are not petiified,”

o =" I TRl
EHYS I e e Wi PR 5511

revealed Thai
I.l-'-llll-l lll_lla: "

VeErpoam WS |
could be burned.’
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Mummy's DNA Proves
TB Preceded Columbus

thouwsand-vear-old female & 4 member of thi
mummy, Hted from a grave
i southern Pery, his
cleared European colomizers of
the charge that they introduced
miberculosis 1o the New Warld
Crunng an autopsy, lesions typico

{af __l.ll._l_-lll I.‘j '||.'|. rl_ -.|I_|.'|_I||:

il .|||

Hers was one af

[ SIX-RHCH-FONE eEce O
[urg tiskue (mignt), Hul
hecause fungus infections also
can produce
sClentsts—led by [ir. Arthu
| "'l.'.!ll'.lll: :-|.__ i |'-':'|.f||.'5-.!
at the Unitvessity of Minne:-
ofa at Duheth —couid ot

LEECCEE MESITRTL .

i the couse. They

U scrap of LHNA

timy it 12 mmvisible even under
iY eieCIro ||1i..|-----.-.';'-:.. v
what they bellieved wav y |H
pacillus in the lesions. Then

Lhey mullip peel thie LA

Yational Geographic, September 1904



YOU DON'T HAVE TO DRIVE
IN THESE PLACES TO APPRECIATE
CARS THAT WERE DESIGNED
FOR THEM.






Geographics

Ground-Tracking With a
Forked Tongue

CIennss sinee Ansiotic’s day
have wondered why the
tomiues Ol snakes —iand many

liFrards —are forked. a trait that
dates from ot least the Cretoceods
maove than 63 million verrs ago

MNow Kurt Schwenk. a Uiniversity
of Connecticut evolutioniary biolo-
gist, thinks he bnows the answer.
=1t gives them the ability to follow g
chemical tradl i 'steren,” ™ he wivs
“The spread fmes of the forked
longue detect the edges of a trail
with & single flick.”

Some zards have only a hiny 4plil

“Gene-ography’: Mapping Early Migration

bout 9060 years ago. soon after agneulture began in the
Fertile Crescent. people poured out of the Micdle
East, migrating m all dorections. Their movement
through Europe skirted the mouniainous Basgue region of

ul the tip of the
tongue, while
sfakes the separation
of the tines extends
much frther back
But all spedies use the
fork in the same wav,
Schwenk says. With
oking 1ongues,
HMREDS SUCh kS thes
ansconda can follow
chenmioal “footprints”
left on the ground by
polential prev. Males
can locate mates by detecting secre-
s from the skin of & passing
female. Mothers can lead therr
voung back 1o themr den. ™ The warld
spakes live 1n s textured by chemi
el nuunces,” sivs Schwenk, “We
can’t imaging how important this
sense 15 1o them: it gindes them n
the most basic aspects of living. "

The Alpine Iceman:
Hunter, Toolmaker, Cook

deturled prcture of the pre-
higtorie man whose wall-
]'!n:--;:J'-L'-J FEmiling Were
foune highin the Alps has emergedd
[rom 70 hours of microscopic

the Iberian Peminsula, where an established people appa
ently resisted intermungling with the newoomers

That nugratory pattern is just one of the ancient narratves
written in the genes of modern Europeans, says Lubg Lucs
Cavalli-Sforza of Stanford University. Using penetic data
coblected from modern peoples, he s tracking past migra-

ticns and mappmy his conclusions.

For insiange, one genetic trit, Rb-negative, 1urns up
i omiare than o quarter of the population of the Basgue
counmtry—the highest ratio of Rb-negative m the world. The

fERHLTE SARNTTT, ST LINTTEEOYNESTE ANT WILAS SMITDOLITION

L BELT TIERD® g UL

study of s tools, In his |ast days
S A yenry aeo the leeman (Doo-
GEAFHNC, June 1993 ) butchered meal
writh thos fhmt Enile tound wath it
prass sheath (above ). He worked at
reseating his copper ax hesd into s
handle. He retrieved has spent
arrows and began to refashion them
Foor liter use. And bhe heated &
starchy food, possibly for pormidee
Thivmas Lov ol the Australian
Mational | ‘mversity, who found
traces of amimal hor, blood, and tis-
sue all over the tool surfaces, con-
cludes that the leeman wis no Kotz
as some have charped: "He wias a
skilled humter; & mountain mun who
Knew (Ro ropes.”

Parcentage of Bh-negatve individuals in population

- More han 25
B oo

1320

10-15
5-10

Less than 5

trait is found in ever decrensing frequency the closer popula-
tlons are o the Fertile Crescent (map). Had those carly tray-
elers merged more successtully with forebeurs of presen|-day
Basques, RE-negative would have been diluted among them
as well, A separate migration may accounl for the low it
of Rh-negative documented in f&r northern Earope.

several saentilc teams have used genes 10 trace the move-
ment of peoples. In The History and Geography of Human
Crentes, Cavalli-Storza and his collcagues present an gtias of
SO0 muaps depicting worldwide mugration

National Geographic, September 1994



“We need to take care of the forest and the tl1ing's that live here”
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David Nicklc of the Music, Life, and Death
LS. Department of it‘t a Ehiﬂﬂﬂﬂ {:Ilf'_'l'l.lﬂ

"|.|.'TI'IJ|IIJr|: |'-|_'".|||

r||.|'-.||1._ them in 1986 n the grand sweep of Chingse
He has identified 370 history, the Margus Y plays
specics inoam aren of a miner role. Bur the tamb of
northeastern Pero the the fifth-century B.C. maler of the
size 0f Washington, state of Zeng sheds brlliant light on
[3. C.:the entire 1. 5. the music, technology, and costoms
has only about 110 of the pernod
speics When the marguis dicd, be was
"Every katviid bunied with the luxurious trapgpngs
species has i1s own of his life, including 21 teenage
sty Nickle save. female attendoants and some as
A Mutation That Wards *Each has its ow n ~..In|__; N wounding musical |||'-'|'.'.:r'aln_'|L' T|II*:-I
OFf Heart Disease? ( CHLsIT of crickels, kalydids three-ton soi of 04 bronze dusl-pitc
- et “sing” by rubbing their wings bells, nine feet high, 15 the most com
ind Segals i one of the lucky togetherand listen with receptors nlex assemblv of bells ever found.
anes- She, along with hed located on their
three sons and some A oth-  font legs. Males
e tesidents of the porthern [talion call femules; ,
town of Limone, apparently carmigs  some of wimich (P TLL 1-. TIIT 1;
intherited protection against heart sing briack oo ; \ W | LI g
CENGEa e "1l::_‘.'.:.-|'-|1l.L:-":".|.f!|..' Lkl With the help e 'T1 ! '_'JT-‘ "14' ’q Itlr _._—1-r_"._"1"
cimn, does nod of Earthwaich el ¥ G ——— G
When one of the Limonc natives volunteers,
visited a1 Milan doctor for o checkup I"'--I'h'll' and mis ﬂ ‘ % i * ﬁ i
iwo decades ago, fosts |-'-un|l nigh olleagne, James "J_E
bevelsof LD, or “Bad” cholesterod ':. astnier of the :
while HDL, “good”™ chalestera L'niversity of | - - L e o
:'1-|u'|'. registered, implvimg high sk Flonda, have HIT S L "Bk
of heart disease. Yet the man’s foumnd thal by day some karvidids
health was excellent. Later studies pose as shcke, dead leaves, or pleces Fhe marguns's (omb also heled
tarned up b mutation ma lipad- of bark 1o foil predators. One spe bronze Hgures. stone chimes. pan
carrymg protein in his blood and cies chews i notch oul of a twig pipes, and bronze bramers and caul-
that af 3 ||.- reent of Limone's 1,000 then fills the void with ftsown body.  drons, now in the Hubei Provinciol
Tes -1-|..-.L: Savs D, Cesare Sirton of Muszum in Wahan, kenneti f

the Uimversity of Mildn: =“These ; DreWoskin, o Umiversity of Machi-
people have greal artenes.  He has ' gan speciahst in Chinese lustory
b bevies the buned women wereg
cOourt peridemers sac ificed to enter
tam him mn the afterlife.

Boprs WeisTaum

truced the protective gene 1o a child
born in 1780, Researchers hape 1
Jove '-'i' a evnthetic verson of the
J"rl'll'_i i iredt oF even prevei|
hegrt -11-'.'-L'-.|.'

Baring the Secret Life
of Katvdids

t night katvdids of Peru cresto o
not of nonse with infimtely
yared sones
Hut they scem o van-
lsh ol dawn, hidden
from prevamg rrds
menKeys. WZATS, spi-
ders, and snnkes
Thus though they are
among the ram orest s most
ubiquitous residents, hittle was
known about them aotil
- L]

Nationel Geographic, September 1004



Introducing The Toyota

Touch Lease. In"Todays Economy;
Its Perfect Timing,

[ herre's

o bease a Tovota than now

Whyt You ask. Simple.

It's called the Tovola Toikch

hetier tme

Lease. It's a plan designed 1o
et vou lease any Tovota. From
the rugeed 4 Runner and the
sophisticated Camry 1o our
togh, dependable Trucks and
the all-new waally redesipned
Celica And, of course, every-

thing in berween

Macnw before we po on, lets brel:

Iy toach wpon how o bease works
When vou lease a wehicle
ot pity lor the diflerence between
the initial cost of the vehicle and
its projected value @ lease end
cost of

rather than the emtire

the vehicle)

NowYou C

e been 3

In other words, vourne onky
paving lor what you use. ft's

bt -1|r11|1-|q>

OO OUALLTY

What separates the Tovota

|

[ouch Lense om all other lease

pilians s whats built ino every
Tovory Attenizon (o detatl
Every member of Toyota's o
nizanon is commutied o giving
vold i better procduct. It's whi
we call Tovota qualivy And that's

where it all begins

IGH RESALEVALLID

Tonvotas have been known o
retain one value thun maost corme-
petitmve vichiCles

simply put, whien it comes

o leasing, vou'll eet more out of

a Joyolta Heres win

Sl oW MONTHLY
PayMENTS

Because of Toyoua's high
resale value there's less deprecia-
tiom which means low monthh
pavimenits. What this does for vou
15 a variety of things. Like, lor
instance, it can help vou get the
aptions youve always wanted
Ur perhaps, it can make that
dream car a reality

I'he Tovota Touch Lease
It may just be the perfect tme
lor you o get a Tovota

For mare indormation on the
lowirta Touch Lease Plan, please
call I-H00-GO-TOYOTA

@ TOYOTA

r-' ™4 -'-'. R -'l Frar ".'

Can Lease Anylovyota.

I'I"IJ‘- Eayti LW s o a EU

o WIRIC RIET I R
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Grand Canyon

.If.i.*i_f!ﬁr

Vovageurs
Acadia
(Great Smoky

Mountains

Redwood

Rocky Mountain

YOUR GUIDE TO
GREAT VACATIONS

niich vour fext parks visit with the TRAVELER National Parks
Collectar’s Edition—a 131-pape speciol issue from our pogilir

travel magunne. s a collecoon of top-mted articles from past

ptes of NATIONAL GEOCGRAPHIC TRAVELER oy seven nariomal parks
ity the ULS. andd Canada, updated with new infisrmation. For every
park, there’s o valuahle Travel Wise section thar ofters detalls on how
tov et there, whiat 1o see and do, whete o stay, and more

I'he Collecror’s Edition s ondy 35.95.% Mail your check mo the

wchdreas belome o call toll tree:

1-800-447-0647

et vy sorue credsd cand m Banl

Sre o Traveler =< e
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Turkey
Complimentsio author Thomas B, Allen and pho-
tographer Heza for the fine feature on Turkey n
vour May 199 ssue. In the eves of this nine-time
visitor, such a fair depiction is rare.

Jasp Crossy
Yapharik, New York

In my 3, 300-kilometer tour of Turkey, T saw many
seenes of contrast and change, but the black-veiled
fundamentalist figure in the photograph on page
8 was seldom seen. A typical streetncluded & max
of traditional kerchiefed women and Westemn-
skirted women. While the cover photograph of a

dervish s beautiful, it has little to do with modern
Turkey, The Mevlana Monastery of the dervishes
in Konyis is now i muscum, More typical are scenes
of horse~drawn carts loaded with vegetables mov-
ing alongside auviomobiles or mud-brick houses
cuipped with antennas and solar panels.
Mass-housing projects are going up in every city
1o house the inflow of villagers. These projects are
funded in part by a hefty cigarette tax. with home
buyers’ paymenis subsidized so they are oo more
than 30 percent of family inoome.
MicHELE ALTHERR

Jemmes Springs, New Mexico

To give the impression that racial and religious
respect toward non-Turks exists in Turkey 1s an
insult 1o certdin minorities —people who have
betn robbed of their hentage, culture, and dignity,
Asan Armenianliving in Erzurum, I had 1o turkize
my name to carry on doy-to-day business. | was
scared to speak my language in pubdic and as a
second-class citizen had no rights or profection.
When | left the country, all my belongings were
thoroughly inspected by the customs police; icons
and ather items of value that had been in my deci-
mated family for genermtions were removed. This
t5 the Turkey that hies behind the glass agh-nises
and neon lights of Istanbul,
AZAD NAKASHYAN
Toranto, Cnearioe

As an ex-resident of Turkey | salute this vahiam
nation and express my gratitude to it for giving
shelter o my ancestors—the Sephardic Jews—who
were expelled [rom Spain in 1492 and received
dsylum in the territories of the Ottoman Empire.
Hlaim ASHRELL

Perah Tikva, fsrael

As o Turkish-American, | felt that the article gave
anaccurate picture of today’s Turkey and the polit-
tcal and economic progress made. Additionally, as
a woman, 1 was moved by the writer's sensitivily
and interest in women's issues. Today's Turkish
woman believes that she 1s a first-class atizen and
will quietly continue (o fHight Tor her rights.
Canan F. GreEca
Kertering, Chio
Rice
I expected to find some mention in Peter White's
well-written article of Salmon “Sol™ Lusk Wiight,
the developer of the famous Blue Rose rice.
By 1907, through pamstaking sclection, gram by
grain, he developed this superior variety, which
revitalized the nee mdustry in Lodisiana and even-
tually the U8 During his lifetime ths vanety
accounted for most of the U, 5. rice harvest. The
Blue Rose Museum southwest of Crowley, Louisi-
i, memorializes his contributions.
WaLTER W. BALLARD
Muoline, Hlincis

Rice has the power to save lives. 1t nourishes and

heips a person's gut to heal, Few people are allergic

1o it. Rice, powdered or ground for oral rehydra-

tiom therapy (ORT), prevents debvdration, & seni-

oy symiptom of many illnesses, Tt can help the

elderly, AIDS patients. or anvone suffering from
dhsrrhea.

CHarLENE B. Dave

Child Health Foundation

Colurmbia, Maryland

Michelangelo's Last Judgment

Meg Wilsh's article was 4 stunning testimomnial to
the mortal creator of this masterpiece. I have often
heard that the physical accoracy of his works was
the result of medically precise dissections of cadav-
ers, Less obvious is the argament that the works of
this forefather of modern anatomical science can
ulso be used as a basis for modern psyohology. The

expressions on the [aces and depths of the eves
oppear as windows into incredibly human minds.

James T, GarSIK
North Palim Beach, Florida

Instead of “an apparent oversight by Michelange-

lo” (page 121), perhaps he meant the flesh-colored

hand to show that this demon wits once human, hike
the tormented soul being dragged 1o Hell.

Many MeGoverNn Vasey

Webxter, New York

Your story on Michelangelo’s “Last Judgment™ is

beautiful art and puts to rest the myth that dark

overlying shadows were the artist’s intent. What

we et 18 too glorious ever (o have been covered up
by its creator.

RICHARD A, SWAREY

Crealid Fll, Oregon
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Most Important
A Handshake.

YOU'LL LOVE THE WAY WE FLY=

Meetings

You cross time zones and terrtones
oundaries and borderlines, oceans
countries and continents. And you do
it all in the name of business, And with
a thght taking off every |7 seconds of
every day to over 300 cities in M4
countries, Delta Aur Lines can fiy vou
L0 L1E ':.|f||'|'."-| COrners ol ||:l. LVLESETIC S
W '!|Lj. U course, when the 10b 15 dong
we 1l gladly bring vou back 10 a place
where the really important meetings
happen, Where Licts and higures ar
replaced with hugs and smules. Join us
0N YOUF next business trip, We think

vou' |l love the way we tiy




English Channel Tunnel

A forerunner of the laser system to align tunnel
construction was used for the Frejes Tunnel be-
tweon Bardoneechia, Italy, and Modane, France,
opéened on the Turin-Paris railroad line in 1871,
MNear Modape a niche stll exists goross the Arc Vil-
ley just opposite the original entrance of the tun-
nel. During construction a lamp was képt burning
i1 this niche 10 keep the advancing hole aligned.
Really. nothing new under the sun!
CIARGLIDD UASTAGRNO
Triesre. fralv

Don't contemporary Englishmen realize that the
Chunnel i= but an expansion of sea and mir finks
binding England inextncably to the rest of the
world? The voluminous caltural, commercinl, sci-
entific, and materal flow through those links is
whiat affects Britam and not the particular branch
through which it arrives. This s not to slight a mar-
velous engineering feat, which makes life so much

nicer [or humanity. )
Jack Bz en

Raanana, fyrael

For every “Euro-skeptic™ there are thousands of

s who hold out our hands to the rest of Europe.
The Chunnel is a [asting symbaol of our unity and

joint future
ALISTAIH BURTENSHAW
Hove, England
Wrangell-5t. Elias

In “Aluska's Skv-High Wilderness™ we are told
that the National Park Service is there 10 main-
tan & natural system.” In dong so, they have
banned hunting in the park. Humans have been
hunting in Alsska for thousands of yeams. To ban
bunting is akin O removing a predator, upsetting
the ecological balance. | do not argue that the area
has not been overhunted in the past century, But
hunting, perhaps on & controlled basis, 18 neces-
RATY (0 maintaim o natural system.
JosarHaN JonKsoN
Rainier, regon

Sorme subsistence hunang by noal residents is
permited.

Exactly 40 years ago seven of us—the Umiversty
Peak Expedition Alazka 1954 —spent a good part
of the summer in thas area, Tosay it is rugged and
wild & an understatement. We llew in o the nver
flats near the Hawkins Glacier, hiked up the gla-
cier to our base camp, and lived on the ice {or a
while. We got partway up the mountam bat didn’l
redch the summit. However, | was able to renlize n
lifelong ambition 1o walk on the face of the earth
where no human being had been belore. 1 think
there are still many areas in the new park that can
satisfy such an ambition,
Roaerr W. CroMer
Antiga, Wisconsin

The caption on page 91 reads. = "Graybeards and
striphings and women' joined Alaska's gold rush,
wrote Robert W, Service.” With all due respect,
Service never wrote about the gold rush in Alaska.
The quotation comes from his poem “The Trail of
Ninetv-Eight,” which descnibes the humnn tide
that swarmed through Skagway. Alaska, over the
Chilkoot Pass, and farther north to Dawson,
Yukon Territory, This use of poetic license i to
some extent 4 slap in the face to Yukoner history.

Gy BULLER
Whatehorse, Yukon

Alaska Map

Kudaos to the Cartographic Dhivision for the utterly
superh mapsupplement of Alaska. A sax-hour uni-
versity geography class could easily be constructed
using this map as text.
Jasrer [}, SKINNER
Lincoln, Nebraska

The text beneath the panorama of Prince William
Sound says the tanker Exxon Valder spilled “11
milhon barrels™ of crode oil. The amount spilled
was 11 million gallons, one forty-second the
amount, The devastation was bad enough without
embellishment or inrcouracy.
GroroE C. SILIDES
Kenat, Alaska

Long before | moved o Aleska in 1985, o Geo-
graphic map of the state hung on the wall of my
Chicago apariment, a reminder of my dream 1o
one dav head north. [ am now emploved in Barrow
by the North Slope Borough, which includes
among its cighl communities the village of Nug-
sut. You have misplaced it in the western Colville
River Delta on the Beaufort Sea. The village is, im
fact, 15 mules inland on the Colville River. Nuigsur
celebrated its 20th anniversary it grand fashion
last vear.
Tom Loaman
Barrow, Alaska

Asaglacial geologst and "land{ormist,” | appreci-
ate the artistry displaved in the refief map, How-
ever, an interesting glicier-recession feature 18
missing. There s now a 15-mile fjord extending
nerth from loy Bay, lormed by the rapid retreat of
Tyndall Glacier in recentdecades. In 1946 we had o
hike of 18 miles up the ghicier from Icy Bay to
Mount 51, Elins's hase at 3 (KK} feet, but today it is
less than three miles,
Dee MoLENAAR
Molenaar Landform Maps
Burlev, Washingion

L ettery showld be addressed b Foa, Nazional
Creographic Mogarine, Box 374488, Washingion, 1. C
2 A 7448 and should tnclude the sender’y odidress

ared gelephone nwarier, Not all detters cam be wsed
Thase that are will often be edited and excerpiad.

Notional Geographic, September 1904
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With Prices Starting
At $339" You Can
Afford A NordicTrack.

There are good reasons why the
NordicTrack is known as “The

World's Best Aerobic Exerciser".”

It's the aftfordable way
to meet your fitness goals.

NordicTrack Challenger™....... only $350

NondicTrack Sequain'™ ............ saly B2

NordicTrack Exeed™....eieee - anly S48
(s models pelevd from 85519

Nordlc rack

FREE VIDEO & BROCHURE

This year
Georsia-Pacific
will plant
50 million trees.
H&p us make it
50 million

EI'ICI one.

Jovint wsin
p].unling Lrees bor
Armerica.
Call tiselay apd
wit || semdd you a4
awexlling
el wamr s,

WI..-' ].'Hi'[l_'ln‘il'.‘
EVErFe b
a part fo play
M canng for our
Ervirorment.

ﬂﬁ]" C'I.ITI.F!}'
You. All of us

Togother
N O ]:I'!EI.'H'E
4 &iffﬂrma:t
For generations
to coume

Reccivi vour free
1-800- 52223554,

i CALL:1-800-942-1890 A

Ext X454
ﬁ'ﬂl-l L Nordie Tk, Depl. 24614
[ Poaves Hood. (Theshos, MIN G618 2500
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In 10 vears, college will cost §17,500 a year.

That's a state school,

You have two kids.

Neither one has a decent jumpshot.
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On lelevision

What Every Naturalist
Under Five Should Know

tomies gently told acquatnn
viaung children with the nato-
ral world m National Geo-
graphic’s new home video series,
Crevr Kids. Planned especially for
preschoolers, the videos put the
emphazis on facts conveved througgh
Music, poctry, and puppetry
“NVEe sEW 0 vold In vidoo program-
mung avalable for véry young chil-
dren.” sevy Socety Preadent Gil
Lrrosvenor, “LeoAids reaches
children at wn early sthpe and com-
mumicates o viine the Sociely has
alwavs stood for—respect for nature
through imcreased awpreness.”
[hree charicters help children
develop a sense of kinship with wild
animials, Sunny Honeypossum,
{ar right, Bobby Bushbaby, and
their wise uncle figure, Baleac de
Chimeleon, touch children’s need
[or companionship
“1 searched [or creitunes that
wiontilid be both unfamiliar and
charming to children,” siavs creator
Hank Sarovan
[he three puppet foends live in a
magical forest of plants from all
over the warld. With the help of an
ammmated, sneczy flamingo pamed
rrancisco — he's allergac to feath-
ers—Sunny, Bobby, gnd Balesc
mitroduce children 10 many forms

The Family That Preys Together

of life. from scurrying loaf-cutting
Enls o wobbivinfant zebras
Making use of the Geographic'y
extensive live-action-film bbran
the videos show adull inimals caring
for their babies, yvoung hippas leam-
ing 10 walk, und beavers bartding
dams. The first three wdeos are
“Flying, Trying. and Honkimy
Around,” “Bear Cubs, Baby
Drucks, snd Kooky Kookaburras,”
and “Coal Cats, Raindrops, and

Thimgs hat Live in Holes.”
Andrew Wilk, vice president of
PrOSrRITITING. 83VS, © W ve packed
N an enormous amoint of mforms-

tion. Like Really Wild Arnimaly—
videos for children five through
ten—Orer Kiay can be watched ovets
and over, with something new
understood ciach time.

Crenhds & avadlable theoueh Naftonal
Oirisgraphic Home Video and is video
Wfire s Ml wide,

Nedghng Harris" hawk practices fiving in and out of the

nest (left ), which is cradled in the gant arms of a

“They hunt together

T T AT RN i 1L & & E

RLETIONEL ECOCREFC

saguaro cacius. Soon the voungster will join other
fumily members as they gather esch winter morninge in the
sonoran Desert of the Amencan Southwest, divide mio
hunting parties, and search for prey like jackrabbits or rats
much like a wolf pack.” savs Umiver-
siiv OF Arzonn ornithologst James Dawson, Dawson served
a8 a comsuliant to wildhife anematographer Michaet Rich.
ards, wino prodoced EXPLORER s “Wolves of the An

T first full-length program to focus on Harms™ howlos
revedls the mghly developed soceal organceation of this bird
of prev—a rare phonomenon i the avian wisrld.

With & repertiire of tactics such as relay chase, flush and
ambush, and encirclement, Hams™ hawks take the combina-
tion of raptor hunting skills and reamwork 1o new levels,
EXPLORER's “Walves of the Air” broadeasts Sunday, Septenrber
25, ar @ pom. KT an THS Superstation
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Tell the car pool you’re sorry.

The New Nonte O



Celebrating Wilderness: 30-Year-Old
System Embraces California Desert

- here the earth and 1S community of [ife an
vz bed by oroan, whiere man hicmeelf

B visitor who does not 1

ETEATHY 'J:-. mibon o '|'|||.:|'.|'.r|L"" W |':|'.'il I"'- | ||"l"l i

Zahmiser, o former director of the Wilderness Society

who puthored the Wilderness Act of
196 Thirty vears neo this month
Pressdent Lyndon Baines Johnson
sl ko L

hus was born the Natiorm! Wil-
derness Preservalion System. [ bed
together fragments of L. 5. Forest
Serviee willerness snd pdkded othicd
federal lunds to create a package of
mne milhon acres, whach hias singce
erown | l=fold. Hikers. borschack
fiders, and canoeists are welcom
Kobds power nes, daims, Fesorls,
ATl f |_!_:| IS QT 1

Sometimes called the Mapship of
the 1965 system, the pullion-acre
B Marvhall Willdernass in Mon-
tand Blooms with bear grass m July
(rizht). Marsha i [Cisty conservi-
tonist,. thoueht o wilde rmess ought
to be big enough for a traveler Lo
spond " weok or fwo . Withoul
crossing s own tracks. " He would
have loved the system's new'est add
tion—a third of the Califorma
desert —the result of an ¢ight-veal
battle. Pending final congressional

e estublishie

approval of e California Desert Protection Aot, somie
eight aullion acres will be added

wildemmess ol |

pushing the nation's
more than a hundred million acres
Peath Valicy Mationa| Momument, with s winil-
sculpted dunescapes (above ), will be expanded and
designated & national park, as will Jostua Treee Nution
il Momument. And & pew Motive Ratonal Pars vy

[n these seemingly barren [andscapes

the mew act will
safeguard 2,000 spe-
cres Oof plants nnd
prorreads fad 100, (KK
archacologcal sites
Hunting and off
rosedd vehicles will be
prohibited on the
Park Service jand
riming withou! an
existing claim wall
not be permitted
I hese arci are

nent next to Las
Veras, one of the
fasiest Erowing

Jq it L ...|- [ _'-_--|||I
try,.” saw Norber
Ricdv. Ir. . of the
Wildlerness Society

viore Bhdd mors
Vo0 and OOk ]
o the desert, With
oLt nroatection,
these wondermul
resources will be
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With Llamas on Guard,
Sheep May Safely Graze

ovores love to eat lamb. S0 do
stray dogs. logether they

" post LS, sheep farmers
mare than 20 million dollars in 199()
alone. Many farmers use trainsd
dogs as guards, but accrdents reduce
thelr average |ife span to just a fow
yvears. And they must be fed. As
an altermative, a number of sheep
producers have chosen a sheep-
puardine animal that hves 15 to 25
veurs, eats grass, and hates oov-
otes—the llama,

[mported rom the Andes, some
70,000 llamas are now radsed in
North America as pack animals. for
wool, and as pets. Duning the 1980y
ranchers began using them to guard
their sheep, including thess in
western Montan (above right)

“Llames have evolved a nataral
antagontsm toward all members of
the dog family, bécause foxes attack
themr young in the Andes,” savs Bill
Fronklin, professor of anmmal ecol-
| ogy at lown State University, who
ettiiies gunrd [lamas with collesgue
Kelly Powell, “When they sce & ooy-
ole, they often give an alarm call.
They chase it amnd Kick it
if they can.”

Liamas are not the
sheep's only new-

found friends. Wikd
burros also guard

¥ HEATLER
BLETH ETEN

shieep: about 4 30K burros, most 1o
be used as guard animals; have béen
rounded up by the Bureau of Land
Management and ndopted by ranch:

eTs snce | YES

Parking-Meter Change
Stems Nature's Violation

ou won 't get 3 tekes if vou
Y don’t feed these conservation
pirking mieters, but if you do
spare some change, vou'll be help-
INE save e ri forest
The meters have nothing to do
with parking your car —they're like
withing wells. About 160 have been
mstalled ot L. 5. and Canadian
L LUATILITIS, S1OfC, nisd 200,
including this one o the San Frin-
cIsen Lo sdarned by @ live
green-Cheeked Amaron par-
rot. The project is
sponsored by the
Center for Ecosys-
tem Survival in
cooperation with
Rotary Clubs, the
Mature Consor-
vaney, and other
nenprofit orgs-
mizahons, The
proceeds fund
comservation efforts
in Latin America,
whete a guarter buys 9
square feet of ramn forest. With the
meters, the partmers hope 1o rase
twi milhon dollars —about 26
syuare miles' worth,

LDk

Locust Phobia: ““Is There
a Fungus Among Us?"

l n drought-stricken African coun

RAkE_

tres. ran 15 both & biessing and
n curse. “When the rims comae,
w0 do desert locusts, in unimagin:
able mumbers,” savs Cheds Prior of
the [nternaticnal Institute of Biolog-
izl Control in England. Breeding in
moist g0l a hundred billicn vora-
Clows locusts can swarm thmough
Ethinpia or Sudan in the course of
A VAT, laving wasle to com, nee,
rmuiflet, und other crops.
Roughly 3.5 million gallons of

ElS4W 1KLL 17N MlIFE

peshickdes were used dunng the Inst
iocast plague., [rom 1UREG L 1989,
Hut Fror and researchers slsewhere
nave un environmentally friendly
weapon —a lethul funings. When the
funpus s spraved, its spores land on
the insects. porminate, and pene-
trivle thitdr bodies. The fungus grows
anid completely fills the locust's
body, killimg it in five 10 ten days.
Ficld tests have been promising

i Bemin, Niger, Muouritania, and
oth Africn,

—Ffovw [ Eomm

National Greographic, September 1004




On Assignment

- i & not that easy 1O shodl [TGH tey taned music. When [reslanc

the back of a horse,” savs free-  photographer PETEL ESSICK s Turn
lancer Joansa Prosveo (above, tame it o bar i Kanazawa, Japan
on foot ), who got her shafe of sad he imstend found o guitar and
e ume while photographing the iccompnied himself, anging Bob
Somrran Desernt article. Riding des- [Dylan's “Knockin® on Heaven's

ert trails for hours at a stretch, “I Door® —much 1o the delight of 1

really fell like an old-time oowban isical erowad
chi= <avs “with the res i onpe band [ ke 1o mmerse mysell

stich Iy CArme ., insteall of & . i forent cultures,  savs IRasick

a Bur

the other.' vk, Califorma, netrve who his

rian-=such nos these cuttle Tanchers
near Hermosillo, Mexico —was the
best part of the story (o the phatog
raphier. <1 loved learning about how
thev make their hives in the desert
loanna makes her hife m Washing
. D, £, Ratsed (h Bachmarnd,
Virpmia, she graduated from Mary
Washington College with FTLE PO 10
mavieholoey and art, She says both
discrplines have proved useful in her
career behind the cameriy, mcludrmg
n Crpoararinc article on the Pales-
timinns: 1 ke making photographs

LIAE CEllISE VOLU TO slSK CJIHESEHDELS

Eriquette it Japan's ubrguitous K
_'"I'.'_ I' 11 % -!II I s -=:|II CVETUOINE

im the esabshument most porform

documeniced wa

VSOV RELE T

Bottswana to Hmakivn

Waorking in Japan lor this ssog

he developed an nifmity for the

writings of the well-traveled poe
Motsuo Bash
wrofe: *Every
the journey It

savs the penpatetic photogra-

pher,
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In the 160k Hashd
'.I.'._1 :I" i :'IIII .-.:I |I|-I I

21T N Ome

"Thut = o pretly pood Cescr
vk -.'.!. hte

on the road today,’




Park Avenue Ultra.
To help it slip past the imports,

we put leflon

Dual air bags. Anti-lock brakes.
Leather seating areas. 225 horsepower.
And Teflon oil seals in the supercharger
for durability. Park Avenue Ultra

delivers luxury that really performs.
To learn more, call 1-800-4A-BUICK.
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