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HE MORE MACABRE. the more
horrible the event, the more obvious
spems the God-given instinet to sur-
vive that makes the human sparit so resil-
ient. Never have I seen this more stoutly
proclaimed than by the survivorsof the mas-
sacre in the Palestinian camps of west
Beirut
While sewape still oozed from the debris
and the air reeked of dead bodies vet un-
found, I visited the Shatila and Sabracamps
with NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC Sentor Writ-
er Bill Ellis and free-lance photographer
steve MeCurry, who were finishing field-
work on the article beginning on page 262.
A woman washed clothes in a puddle left
b broken water mains. A man straightened
furniture in a living room with only two
walls left standing. A merchant sat in front
of a pile of bricks that had been hisshop, sell-
ing sundry items from a makeshift table.
Children gathered at 2 tank truck to fill
tuckets and cans with clean drinking water
It surprised me-——even disturped me, 1 sap-
pase—that already they could laugh and
play while waiting their turn. We passed a
woman standing on a pile of rubble; she told
us tearlessly that her four children were still
underneath

Nearby, alongside a main road, an enter-
prising man displayed on & bare tree branch
jammed into the mud several goldhish for
sale, swimming i plastic bags of clean
water, This dispiay shone as a bright relied
in an ugly scene. More than that, the little
goldfish were like medicine for the human
spirit: a salve to the need for beauty and life
in the shattered world of the survivoers,
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Peoples of the Arctic 144

Associate Editor Joseph Judge introduces @
special survey of life in the for north, where an
emireing spirit stirs issues of cultural survival,
land ownership, and resource use, Witha
double map supplement on the Arctic

and its historical inhabitants

Hunters of the Lost Spirit 150

Out of the stlence of the Arctic come proud voices:
From Alasha to Lapland, Priit [, Vestlind hears
northern peoples demanding redress of past
grievances and o role in future decision making.
Photographs by David Alan Farvey, Tvars Silis,
and Sisse Brnimberg

Where Magic Ruled 108

Eskimos of the Bering Sea captured in wood,
bone, and sinew the inua, or spirit, of men and
amimals: Williom W, Fitzhugh, Susan A. Kaplan,
and Sisse Brimberg show thus high artistry

People of the Long Spring 2006

Drawn home again, Chukchi writer Yurt Rytitheu
concludes that, for those who grew up there, the
tundra of the Soviet Union's far north is the

only place to be. With photographs by Dean Conger
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Hungary s New Way 2253
Can a Soviet-bloc nation transform its economy
through private enterprise while keeping the
putward forms of Communism—and succeed?

John J. Putmaon finds prospering Hungary on

thitt tightrope. Photographs by Bill Weems

Beirut—Up From the Rubble 262

The capital of war-blasted Lebanon s determined
to rebuild, Whot it needs{s internationdl goodwill
billions of dollars, time, and, most of all; peace

By William &, Ellis, with photographs

by Steve McCurry
COVER: All eves and bright garb, an Inupiat

Eskimo child in Kiana, Alaska, steps out in sub-
zero weather, Photograph by David Alan Harvey.
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THE ARCITIC

W EF WE WANT to own the land, then we should live on the land,”
savs Andy Mamgark of Canada’s Northwest Territories. His oldest
son graduated from high school but could find no work. Neither
could he hunt and fish. So Andy took a younger son, Taukijaa,
out of school and began instructing him in the traditional ways
of survival,
But Taukijaa, like northern peoples around the entire Arctic
Ocean, must [ive in two worlds. Modern man’s lust for energy and other
resources has led northward in both the Eurasian and North American
arctic regions, the historical recapitulation of
an earlier era when oil was found in
whales. The results are mixed: the
benefits of education, medical care,
communications, !‘m:ru;pnrtﬂh'ﬂn__
and the debilitating impact of
alcohol, drugs, and erosion
of traditional cultures.




The awesome beauty of the Arctic is one of huge scale,
subtle colors, simple forms of sea, plain, and mountain.
Woven into it, though, is an intricate, fragile web of
existence spun from the eternal light of summer to the
endless dark of winter.




d flowers bloom, seed, and die in a rush; for

mammal, bird, and fish, life flourishes gquickly against high
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Ai residents of the Soviet
Union, indigenous arctic
peopley can have no claim
to awnership of fand,
individually or as a people.

which i their traditional
While they are
modern education.
they cherish their cultural
herrtage and vl hunt

and fixh and manage

large reindeer herds.
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The pages that follow are the
result of tens of thousands of
miles of travel across the arctic
regions of the world. Author Priit
Vesilind and photographers
David Alan Harvey, Ivars Silis,
and Sisse Brimberg visited
remote communities from the
Bering Sea across Alaska and
Canada to Greenland and
beyond to Lapland. The
. ﬁrﬁ'mﬁm | prominent Chukchi author Yuri
Wi ' < ol Rytkheu, whose books about his
' native land have been translated
into several languages,
i accompanied staff photographer
Y\ Dean Conger on a swing from
BT the Chukchi Peninsula westward
7 Reyidavik across the vast Soviet Arctic.
) Estonian writer and photographer
North Lennart Meri contributed material
Atlantic . from a vovage on an ice-breaking
Ocean _. supply ship to ports along the
| Arctic Ocean.

Everywhere except in the
Soviet Arctic, they found
intellectual and political
ferment over questions of land

Though Greenlundées won
hame rule from D rk
1978 the Danes still ar

Foreign policy and provide miss
finuncial wid, Greenlanders hime
had incressing succeis in managing
such industries as fsheries, flah ™
processing, and animal husbandey,
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the Lost Spirit

OMORROW sits across theice from
Little Diomede [sland, Alaska. It
blankets Asip and the Soviet Union.

Today is April 20 and brilliant on
the Bering Strait. The seaice is buck-
led into ridges of green and blue pastel, and
Eskimo women dip for crabs.

Three miles away, acrossthe date hne, is
anothercontinent: It iseasy tofancya Soviet
patrol there, on Big Diomede Island, eyveing
vesterday with binoculars. All the Eskimos
were removed to the nearby mainland by the
Soviel governmentin the 1950

Once the people of the two Diomedes cele-
brated Easter together. Even recently, dele-
gations met on the ice, straddling the border
totalk of relatives and exchange gifts, vodka
for bubble gum.

“We don’t see the Russians any more,”
said Philip Ahkinga, manager of the Little
Diomede village corporation. “They don't
come over since Reagan became President.”

The elders of Little Diomede remember
tales of a time when the people all lived on a
sandbar that stretched between the two is-
lands. When it finally zank, they moved to
these rocks. From here thev still hunt 1n
umiaks, skin boats, for the walruses, seals,
and beluga whales that migrate between the
Bering and Chukchi Seas

Dieeper still in racial memory is the land
bridge, Beringia, that once connected Asia
and North America here, and led the ances-
tor=of both Indians and Eskimos to the New
Woarld some 30,000 vears rgo.

The Little Diomeders are proud of ther
survival. Supplies come by bush plane from

Stending tough for tradition, Eskimo
whitler Roy Nageak hefts a harpoor gun
i Barrow, Alnska, northernmost town
m the United States, where the bowhead
whale t& still hunted each spring. After

a stlence of centuries, the Arctic's native
peoples are finding their volce, with the
hope of ordering their destiny
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A swarm of reindeer sweeps across the Tuktovaktuk Peninsula of western

Canada, "country food™ for Eskimoes. Today unresolved guestions of land

ise and ownership dominate the politics and development of the for north




regarded by many as a rich wildermess storehouse ready for exploitation. But

to native peoples (t (s home and theirs by right. They support a growing number
of organizations that work o proteéct their cloims dnd improve their Lives.
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Man-made island in the Beaufort Sea—an orl-drilling station

left)

15 the site of a joint venture between four Alaskon notive

corporaiions and Sohio Alaska Petroleym ( ampamy

A8 Lki

in Conada's Northwest Territories, o Indican. Charlie

socnon (below), tols for BEsso BResources, part of o consortinm

COMSLFLCTIRE O CORIre

&

erslal pipeling up the Mackenzie River

valley from the town of Norman Wells to Zama, Alherta

Nome and land on the sea-ice runwav_ Inthe
summertime rockshides rumble down the
slopes. For five months of the vear, during
breakup and freeze-up, the island is virtu-
allv inaccessible. Recreation is provided
by & community poolroom, where Mayor
Patrick Umiak first greeted me

“Come in,” he said. “This is a smal
land, butit's a {ree countoy

Free. I'mulled it overin the supply plane,
roaring back vo Nome over silent white hil
They were {ree to stav. Free o
leave that barren pile of rock too
But thev stayved

And there were others tn the
Arctic, I discovered, who had left
and were returning. In Bethel in
Alaska's southwest, where i}wr;|
was m ull mud and tempéera-
tures bracketed freezing, | spoke
to an Eskimo woman who hard
praduated from college in the
south and had remained there
tor 13 vears
returned to
told me why

“Regardless of where | was or
what 1 did,’ '

"
|5
E

['wo vears ago she
Alaska, and she

she said, "1 knew
that 1 belonged to some place
hack here. There's a lot of securi-
ty and a sense of peace and full-
from that—
knowing that 1 belong here and that these
peoplé belong to me, Thev understand. Ane
I'm part of the land. I know it's different
with the regular Anglo. But I didn’t even
weardiaperswhen I wasa kid, T wasinasod
house till I was 11 years old

“Last summer we wenl DETTY pic KIng arnd
camping near old Chevak. It's a powerful
expertence just to know that vour ancestors

lived

ness that comes

in that area for thousands of vears.

Even though I'm supposed ta be educated,
even thourh 1 know the scientific method, |
still feel their spints.’

Little Diomede through A
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From

across Canada to Greenland and Scandina-
via, there are echoes of a -|_.~||‘I1|_|.E!] Feturn
home. The peoples of the Arctic, only
200,000 in the west, have stopped apologiz.
ing for themselves, They are not merelvy un-
finished products of the civilization process
They are the Yupiks and the Inupiat and the
Athapiaskans in Alaska, the Dene and the
InuitinCanada, the [nuitm Greenland, and
the Saami in Scandinavia. These names
mean roughlvithesamething—"the people.”

They have endured decades of wrenching
transittons. rovernments, seeKIing new en
As happened
on southern frontiers 200 vears ago, the Arc-
tic has finally been confronted by the full
industrial will of the south, and by the suffo-
cating lure of 1ts culture

But today in the north, native peoples are

ergv sources, have closed In

pushing for recognition as nations, and [or
eqqual participation in the development of
thetr homelands, Thev have made success-
ful land claims based on aboriginal rights

T'hey have erected unprecedented cross-
arctic imks, and are bound together by the

B
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ALASKANS

Photographs by
DAVID ALAN HARVEY

ame qquestions: Who owns this land? How
will native [:-l.'-'|l!:"'- be allowed to o1n its de-
velopment® What rights do they have to de-
lermiine ther own [uture !

The spring and summer of
blizzard of meetings, games, festivals, and
serminars. 1 he Inuit Circumpolar Conter-
ence (LCC) a U, S-Uanadian-(ereeniandi
Fskimo forum, isstriving to develop an arc
tic policy that will add reason to passion on
environmental and cultural questions. The
[C0 has apphed tor, and by this summer
: nonvoting status in

1987 saw i

will likely be granted,

the United Nations
Ottawa, Washington, and the Scandina-

vian capitals have inherited intluential and

| | |
i msb | i ' | b | | |
tough-mindéd native lobbhy groups

The<e are the only peoaple, after all, who
really care about the Arctic

I traveled over this unforgiving but not
unloved land for five months, on jets and
stedmers,
bush planes held together with duct tape
And the answer to the question “Why do vou

NEYVEDN % II'I.'|'I'|

¥ 1
dogsleds and snowmabiles, and

ive in this forsaken place®

‘Because it is mv home

REEDOM FROM POVERTY, free
T hat was the
of the 1971 Alaska Native
settlement Act. It lelt the

0 native people 44 million acres of land

dism from o nendenc
Dromise
Claims

B

wem nearly a billion dollars in
citizens with at
Alaska-native ancestry

reglonal and

and gave |
compensgtion. Al U, 5
Casl oneée-gquartes
becamée shareholders o 13
JO0 village prolit-making corpora-
tons et up to admanister the land ancd

money. Other aboriginal land claims were
|

=ne

extineuishied, The road was cleared for the
Irans-Alaska Good luck. The
American way

After 1.2 vearsall 13 regional corporations

pipeline

survive. T hev have invested in timber, fish

¢ries, reindeer herds, and mining. They own
companies and two pf Anchorage’s
But much of the land
enmeshed

1 and
individual shareholder: have received lew

diviiclencs E|1;;3.11:1':|- ¢ arows, Worried cor

Al O

¥
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selected by the corporations

in red tape, has not been conveyed

poration leaders are asking for time, but
time could run cutin 19491
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A mun for all peoples, Inupiar Eskimo Willie
Hensley (Delow, center) chairs the racially
miixed board of United Bank Alazska

Hensley 18 among the teaders who have

L]
ihspired a resurgence of nofive spint n Aloska

1..-"-.-—'-

|

The zettlement act stipulated that share-
holders could not sell theirstock for 20 vears,
MNow the deadline nears, and the land. sy
bol of native culture, could go quickh
Outside investors wait in the wings. In eco-
nomically weak regions, where dividends
ITRELY eVer cal h LR 'L".'Ir|'I |.-""-.-_i'|'l"ll'r..".!if'l|ll'--. =JIMe
people just don't care, Said Andy Patrick, a
Yupik Eskimo from Nelson lsland, My
shares In the corporations? Give me ten
a six-pack, and thev re vours,

hincks ani

In reégions with proved oil and gas re-
serves, such as the North Slope, energy con-
rlomerates could offer each shareholder hali
a million dollars. Cntics of the settlement

act claim it was crasslv intended to termi-

nate Alaskan native identity, Native leaders
ire now lining up legal roadblocks and ex-
horting their people not to sell out their cul-
ture for the white man's mones

~ince the settlement act, hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars more, forelectricity, schools,
ind safe water systems, have been funneled
into the long-neglected villages where most

laskan natives live. Native politicians,
LW state senators and two representatives,

Hunters of the Lost Spirit

Wafmee Clamms Settlement Act of 1871

He olso works with Kotzebue area hoard
ermbers of NANA (left), one of 13 native-

directed regional corporations that administer

.

land and capital accrued from the Aloska

thelr skills honed in the land-claims strug
gle, wield increasing power in Juneéau as
members of the “bush cancus. ™

In the immensity of rural Alaska, satellite
telephones have compensated for lack of
hichwavs, and television has plugged the
village people into the world community.,
But the materal revolution has had a social
nrice; boredom, family violence, alcohol-
ism. The threads that had held the people to
their culture—pride in the wavs of t
sharing. traditional roles for men and wom-
cn—have nearly been severed

1 AN,

Men, unused to compeling in a cash econ-
omy, are strugghing. Women, with more job
opportunities, seem to have an advantage.
Said Grace Smith, a social counselor in the
struggling southwestern commercial center
of Bethel: “(Our men are in trouble. They're
having a lot tougher ttme with this transi-
ton. They feel like thev've lost their man-
hood. I've got a job, but my husband can't
(incd one. He hunts a lot, fills theireczer with
miecat each fall. But he also watches the chil
dren, and I've become like the man of the
house. And | don't like 1it."

20



To survive—and to remain Eskimo in g softer world of wages and southem
comforts—whaling crews still go into the Chukchi Sea from Barrow. James
Nageahk's crew breaks breathing holes for bowheads by dragging their boat







Mother's memory instructs younger women tn troditional v
Inupiat women's conference in Barrow (right), Faye Nusumn

fraip

|
THEE 4T 11 Rrst
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va, at right, and

Rachael Sakeapak recall their duttes as wives of whaling crew captoins

Mather's pride prompts Dorcas Maupin of

Barrow (below) to show a

high-school graduation portrait of her son Jeff; now at Dartmouth College

'

in New |

with scholarships provided by the Arctic Slope Regu

A few years ago the future of his people
looked bleak to Inupiat Eskimo leader Wil-
g lh_'r'l'_-ll_'_'. of Kotzebue, .'1'|.i.|.1.:-§ri.-:|.- moast 1n-
fluential native leader and now chairman of
the board for United Bank Alaska

“T began to question why our parents and

gprandparents had let us go.” he told me,
“and why they did not trv to maintain the
kinds of values that were essential to the Es-
kimo survival all those vears. Our people
had so little and their relationship to the land
was =0 important. They were very spirttual
peaple. They still are.”

Henslev formed a “spirit committee™ aof

leaders from NANA Regional Corporation
and other northwest Alaska native groups Lo
restore Inupiat wvalues. They organizec
workshops, pressed for native languages
and history in schools, and videntaped trad:-
tional skills for future generations

s
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mpshire. Currently 36 northern Alaska Eskimos attend college
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In the past two vears the spirit concept has
spread, One result: More and more villages
have opted for liquor prohibition. Several
have organized sheiters for battered wom-
en. Dr. Ted Mala, an Inupiat physician,
currently heads Alaska's first baselime study
an drug and alcohol abuse

Alaska's native leaders understand the al-
ternative well. Said John Schaetier, presi-
dent of NANA Corporation, “There have
heen many civilizations that have died out in
the past—Ilost their sense of identity, If we

succeed. fine. Tf we don't. it was worth the
1

struggle. We deserve to die ou
Blending Old Lessons With New
Meetings, meetings, and mectings—a

people in self-analysis—met me in my jour-
nevs through Alaska’s bush villages. I was
struck by the extremes of pride and confu-
sion. rhetoric and apathy, welcome and hos-
tilitv., Leaders who railed against alcohol
abuse could be found sleeping it off in door-
WaEYS Ente [Prises rose and folded.

In thevillare of Chevak, astreetless aster-
sk of windswept huts 15 miles from the
Bering Sea, traditional culture has been in-
jected into the school curniculum. Village &l-
ders teach classes in sewing, sled making,
and trapping, and Chevak 15 a place where
people still smile at strangers

Guide Allen Joseph and I trampend
through thigh-high snow from the Chevak
airstrip to the new schoolhouse, complete
with flush toilets, carpeting, and a rubber-
compound gvm floor, where the favonte

came of winterbound Alaska Eskimos, bas-
kethall, is plaved with gusto

School principal Gilbert F. Gutierrez, &
Mexican American, led us to the home
economics room to meet Joe Friday and Ul-
ric Navamin. two leather-faced elders who
were beating flat drums with sticks and
chanting: lustily, teaching a traditional
dance to a group of teenagers. They would
all perform that night in a village festival

LR
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TUNDRA BAKERY

DoNuTs L

Frozen but fashionable, Borrow teenagers chat in the near
town bakery. Both enterprise and growth are expensive here on the treeless tundr




Few nofrerad | prefddirng maleriols exist except o, and tae cost Or sHIpping and storage
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doubles the price of evervihing from wood | ANCURE I FCC-CTEAam CONngs,
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Body of the feast, a 46-foot-long
benwehead whale is butchered by Inupiat
from the villege of Kaktovik on the
Beaufort Sea. The skin qnd top layer of
fat wiill be cut into strips called
mukiuk, considered a delicacy.

Drum dancing wis banished in south-
western Alaska as a tool of shamanism by
Moravian missionaries in the 1870s. Unly in
the past few vears has it returned, duein part
to the resllience of the Chevak elders

“The most important thing is to teach our
yvoung people our way of life,” Joe Friday
said later. “Then they will be ready to face
what comes from outside.”

That evening, visiting dancers arrived in
snowmaobiles, pulling sledfuls of bundled
relatives. Thev crowded comfortably into
the community hall. Cake and juice were
served. Sausage-shaped and runny-nosed
children scurnied about in parkas.

Joe Friday's troupe came on stage, the
bovs sitting cross-fegeed in front, the giris
standing behind, [eet stationary, in head-
dreszesof wolverine and wolf fur. With each
pulsing verse thev pantomimed the tradi-
tional wave of the village: seal hunting, the
thrust of the harpoon; picking salmon ber-
res, pu__tp;';j]‘.-u Lthem noi f-i]:-' into theirmouths;
stalking geese. And, finallv, a verse whose
movements seemed vaguely familiar: a
rhvthmic pushing toward the floor with
the hands, palms down, then a pushing
toward the ceiling, palms up. The audience
shricked with delighi

I looked with puzzlement at my guide

‘Basketball dance,” he gigeled.

Development — A Dirty Word?

Far 1o the north, in the Inupiat village of
Kiana, morning crackled at minus 30°F
Chained sled dogs howled jealousky at the
whine of awakening snow mi biles. A wom-
an emerged from a log house between rows
of jarged spruce with a saw and a stiff,
three-foagt-lone irozen |_I::.~1.r.' ~he set the fish
on a stump. Thick steaks fell to the packed
ST A Il,ll'.l_' | |_|.'||'-.'..|'||||.|

Not many log homes remam mn Kiana, a
progressive village of 300 in NANA Corpo-
ration country. A satellite telephone links
village bealth aides to a modern hospital in
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Rotzebue, television links viewers to ], R.
Ewing in “Diallas"; cases of Hawalian pine-
apple sell briskly at Don and Margaret Dar-
sev's slore

Most of Kiana’s 26 HU D-financed frame
houses, perched on innovative metal frames
against the permafrost, were builtin 1981 by
Arctic Jomax Construction, a Kotzebue-
based firm owned by local Eskimos. Arctic
Jomax built 170 such houses that summer.

“We're proud of that," said co-owner
Tony Schuerch. He also inspired a resur-
gence of vegetable gardening in northwest-
ern Alazka, and currently envisions the
possibility of a railroad from Fairbanks into
the northwest to supplv a whole new urbanmn
commercial center.

“A guy here who wants to do something
with the land can lease all he can use,” said
Tonv. “It's exciting. In the lower 48 there's
no land left, Our problem is what to do with
all the land we have. To some people up here
development is a dirty word, but how else
can vou get people to fulfill themselves?

“My impatience comes when 1 see these
voung guys walking the streets unemploved.
One of the reasons we created our company
was to show that a group of Eskimos could
not only do day labor, but also that we could
build & salid company. We could compete.”

But local labor i= a =ometime thing; few
Alaskan natives feel the call of the nine-to-
five, Yet many of them lack the skills to sur-
vive in the wild. They just drift and dream,
and find refuge in a bottle.

“We have voung men here in Kiana who
wouldn't know a trap from a fishhook, " said
Tony's brother Lorrv. Lorry knows. He
makes a living from his traplines in winter,
and operates arctic fishing expeditions n
symmer that require him to prepare such
things as escargots for clients from Frank-
furt and Copenhagen, “Nothin' to it," said
Lorry, "just frv a little garlic butter, . . .

“But let me tell vou something,” Lorry in-
terrupted himself. “1f my children are going
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to compete in the Western civilized way,
they had better be prepared for it. My son
Patrick is studving in Orégon right now.,
Mavbe he wants to be a4 mining engineer.
Who knows? But he's coming back home.
He loves it here. He loves to hunt. . . .7

Lorrv studied his coffee cup.

“(et those kids educated and on the right
track,” he =said, “and [ think our country
would prosper. But what are we after? Do
we want to hang on to our culturer Are we
after development? Do we want railroads
and outsiders all over the place? People
don't want that."

Lorrv's 9<vear-old son, Brent, wandered
in wearing earphones hooked to a tape deck.

“May I listen?" T'asked him.

Curse of the north

ELF-DIGNITY SUFFERS datiy

along the strip of seamy honky-tonks
on Anchorage’s Fourth Avenue. Nudged
by @ member of the Salvation Army’s
commumity patrol, this Eskimo will
either be taken home or to an alcohol-
treafment Center.

Alcohol abuse here makes no
distinction between city and village,
native or nonnative. One of every nine
Alazshkan adulrs has an alcohal problem,
one of the worst rates in the country.
Now a dry movement sweeps native
communities in revidsion against days-
long group binges. More than 50 villages
have adopted prohibition laws.

Savs Dr. Ted Mala, an Eskimo
physician conducting Alaska's first
seripus study to combat drug and
alcokol abuse: “We thowght we'd get
resistance, but people are so concerned
that most communities support it. And
we're going to succeed because we have
atr roots here, and we have to live with
the resulis.”
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Wardlesslv, Brent handed me the ear-
nhones, and [ heard: ¥ Better crcle the wag-

ons, Kemo Sabe, thev're about to attack!”
Whaling Nourishes the Soul

Many Alaska natives consider themselves
under cultural siege. They find their fulfill-
ment on the land and fear the day new laws
put himits on their harvest. PFor them hunt-
ing and fishing are notonly essential, butare
alsy g_m'.'l.u':'l'lll (LR hological needs. In Bar-
row,. the northernmost town in the United
States, [ found the hunt for the bowhead
whale has ritualistic overtones

Last spring, Barrow was humiliated. Its
crews had struck five whales, their quota
by o Alnska Eskimo W haling Commission

arreement with the covernment, but for the
first time in memory had failed to land a sin-
rle animal, Bitterness swept through town

A few voung militants rebelled.

“You can callin the National Guard if you
want,” said a firebrand named Billy Nea-
Kok, “We re going back out.

He fired off a telegram to President Ron-
ald Reapan attacking “white pigs" and took
to the ice with a crew, keeping radio silence
Still no whale. Barrow's elders blamed the
failure on the erosion of traditional whaling
skillssincethe white man brought his mones
to the Chukchi Seéa.

Neakok 1z president of the Inupiat Com-
rmunity of the Arctic Slope (ICAS), a tnbal
sovernment that claims Inupiat sovereignty

Hunters of the Lost §pirif
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A feisty breed of
Eskimos shapes up for the
future, Movor Harry
Flugo (left, for left) dunks
in the 2chool swimming
pool al Anakfuvul Pass, o

rermnote Eskimo
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FESETLOL
In the school &
the coastal town of
Rotzebue (right), an
Inupiat athlete does thi
high kick™ at a leathe:
ball, one of the traditional
ormies that tnoiude cheel
Il"!.".r.r anrd that challenge

basketbhall as the

: .. ' "-r Eshimos’ most popular
ZFET -

over all northern Alaska as well as the ice of wiantsa jobin Bartow can get one, " satd Jes-
the Arctic Ocean, which it savs 12 stmply gn lie kaleak, an official at the sleek, new
extension of Inupiat hunting prounds. It regional corporation headguarters. “"Now
-.I._:,j'ul_- ||Il-'l||_ LD BNy |'.|"'.'I."|'..-||.'I'Il.'||r Ehere 15 a8 i hotee of life-styvles lut the new
Barrow is also home for the Arctic Slope  homes and the amenities of life that cost
Regmonal Corporation and for the North money are making hunting, in one sense, ob
=lope Borough government, one of the larg. solete, A good hunter can still make a good
est and richest munmicipaiities in the world,  living. A mediocre hunter cannot. He can't
covering much of northern Alaszka campéete with the wages he would earn
Both orgamzations have mnvested in eén- Ihe concept of the Inmt Circumpolar
ergy projects. The borpugh wall collect Conference (ICC) came from this crucible of

about 140 million dollars thisyearin proper-  political consciousness in 1977, when Bar-

LY LAXeS [rom Lhie :.-._-_||'--_'. Prudhoe Bayv oil FOW Was Lhe il of Ari l._".l"..'ll.'l:::.rl.ll':. Nrst—
fields, or 535,000 for each of the borough's morethan 400 native Alaskans, Canadians
4 000 residents. A breath-catching 62.5- Greenlanders, and Lapps mingling in recog

million-dollar public school for the Barrow nition of mutual chall

ICTIEES ANO FOals

community opens Lhis winter Despite money and avallable jobs, severe
In Prudhoe Bav, o1l companies have sel alcoholism and other social iHs rack Barrow,

- I
quotas for hiring natives and offer them free  and racial tension remains high. Filipinos,

training programs. “Anyvone who really Mexicans, and Koreans have come here in
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Alaska's last nomads, the caribou-hunting inland Eskimos called Nunamiuts
settled in 1951 under the towertng Brools Rl;lﬂgq: at Anaktuvuk Pass. Now an
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arthitiouws bullding program funded by the North Slope Borough tn Barrow,
which taxes Prudhoe Bav ofl fields, brings the living standards of middle America.

Hunters of the Lost Spirii




search of the big buck and have complicated
community structure by dominating private
enlerprise. Natives grumble at outsice “op
partunisis” who have no personal stake n
the community, And many w
withdrawn into social cells against what
they consider habitual rudeness and apathy
from natives

Brenda Itta, Barrow city administrator,
grapples dailv with this volatile mix. A 38-
vear-old Inuplat and tormer state represen-
tative, she hides g will of ron behind a
doll-like countenance

“We've had a lot of the Greenpeace people
and other environmentalists up here to pro-
test ourwhaling,” she said. *We've had todo
to them. The Inupiat people
traditionally have welcomed other cultures,
hut when we're rejected by those that we
have joined in a government and a nation,
when we expenence cold and lack of under-
standing, and no respect for our traditions
and our food—when thev laugh at our
food—then the hurt 15 very deep inside.’

iftes have

i

alatof |l|"-||}. in

Spirit Still Alive and Well

Yet optimism is not hard to find in Alaska
theze daves, asvoung Eskimo leaderd emeree
with a sense of an unbridled future. In Man-
lev Hot Springs, a village near Fairbanks, a
25-yvear-old Easkimo named Dixie Davo was
clected president of the village corporation,
acres of land for her

i

and administers 69,120
wareholders
*This 15 pothing, vou have to under-
stand,” she sawl of the land. “We used toown
the whale state. This 15 only what we have
el to work with., ™
Dixie fails to see what all the despair is

dabout, “You see people in India starving in
the streets. " she said. “They can't go out on
Lhe
rot it made. We can still goout and hunt and
gather. I'm rich in a cdifferent sense. 1 still
have a culture, an opportunity to do what-
ever | want, The spirt s still in me

and. Here we've got evervthing, We've

There's trouble right here In
Anaktunud Pass, but with construction

johé at £25 an hour, fmve dollars o play

| |
spetns peaniuts to shorks at the town pool






CANADIANS Photographs by DAVID ALAN HARVEY

Mixed feelings surround Treaty
(below), where a Slavey Indian recetves his symbolic five dollars from the
government agent, Inuit Rudy Cockney. Cither Indians, like Fort Good
Hope's former Chief Frank T Selhye (rightl, refise the money and deny that

the 1 reaty of 1899 ggve therr land away

Day in Hay River, Northwest Territories

RCTIC INDIANS—ERutchins, Tan-
anas, Kovukons—hunt the caribow
in the sinuous river vallevs of the
Alaskan interior. Their political
future one with Alaska's Bskimos, but
their moord seems darker; visitors to their
villages feel less welcome. The homeland of
these Athapaskan-speaking people suits
southerners who would not settle in Barrow,
and their game 15 pursued by white hunters
who would not stalk a walrus
Across the Alasks-Canada border,
7.000 Indians in the Yukon Territory nwait
the finalization of a land-claims agreement
with the Ottawa government. At the Coun-
cil for Yukon Indians (CY1) in the capital
city of Whitehorse, closet Indians have been
applving for membership in droves
“Before, it wasn't nice to be an Indian per-
son in Canada, eh?” said CY1 official Paul
Birckel, “Because vou couldn’ have a lot af

voline. drnkine. holding title to

5 1
e S |

atoul

things

174

land—so0 people called themselves whiles
That's reversed now. Now it's the in thing to
be Indian.”

The Yukon's born-again’ Indians are
bringing back the shaman, or medicine
man, whose practice was legisiated out of
existence by the Canadian Indian Act of
1875, Spiritual workshops were heid last
summer, by invitation only. Ofibwa Indian
Frank Lacosse, government adviser for the
program, chose his words carefully:

“In some settlements this seems Lo be the
only thing that helps peopleé find a way, The
old people say vou've gol to have a good job
in one hand and vour culture 1o the other, U
viou have a job in one hand and a bottle in the

1er, vou're not going to make jr.”

In Canada last April 14, the citizens of the
Northwest Territories (NWT), twice the
size of Alaska, voted to divide the territon
roughly between traditional Eskimo (Inuit,
in Canada) and Indian lands. If Canada's
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A Hime to remember, a time to dream. over, and Elizabeth and David

IFs 3 a.rm. on a summaer night in the (. ocotate can relax after the aual

Daogrib village of Rae Lakes. The drum weddings of their sons, Eddie and

dance, the ceremonies, and the feast are  Charlie. Sleep is optional on these
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special nights, and children pather

to tdle by smoldering smudpe pots that
thicken the arr agawnst clouds

@f mosguiings

Huerrers of thie Lox ."i',u.:'ri."

Parliament approves, one part will become
a province-like entity called Nunavut (Your
land ™) run by Inuit] the other wall be Denen-
deh (again, “our land™) of the Mackeniie
Vallev Indians

Strung along the spruce and tamarack
and tundre vallevs of the Mackenzie, the
continent's last unspoiled watershed, are the
203 settlements of the 8,000-strong Dene na-
tion—the Chipewvans, Slavevs, Dogribs,
Hiares, Loucheux. These peoples have never
accepted a treaty that gave their land away
They have never Hved in reservations. To
them the river that empties into the Arctic
Ccean has always been called Dehcho, the
“great river.”

Villages Wary of Qutside Contact

Despite the ubigquitous machinery and
gadgetry of modern Canada, the settlements
remain poor, isplated, and often confused by
the events that have swept by as swiftly as
the Dehchoitself. Contacts with outside are
met with caution. In the Hare Indian village
of Fort Good Hope, when satellite television
came last summer, restdents insisted on a
master switch that could wurn off all recep-
tion during town meetings. When the Mac-
kenzie Highway construchion approached
Wrigley, citizens refused to have it extended
into their village, Just-short-of-Wrigley re-
mains the limit of the roacd.

In Fort McPherson, 4 Loucheux settle-
ment 65 miles north of the Archic Circle,
Chief Johnny Charlie was told that the
Dempster Highway would bring tourists
and monev, Robert Alexie put up a motel
The ladies geared up their exguisite bead-
work. Bul when the 470-mile gravel road
was pushed from Dawson in the Yukon to
Inuvik by the Beaufort Sea in 1979, it was
a disappointment. No one coming up the
Dempster Highway seemed to care

I found Chief Charlie wearing a silk shirt
and a baseball cap, pacing up and down the
floor of his prefabricated house. His wife
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in the
mud, The heads of three freshly killed cari
hou leaned casually against the refrigerator

“Tt's better if it weren't there,” Charlie

sewed., Outside, dogs whimperes

said of the highwayv, "“It's for all the bums to
came out here. We don't want tourists that
bhad. If thev're tight with their money, thev
can sfav away. Evervbody who comes to
Fort McPherson wants only to look at the
people and say, ‘Look at the stupid-looking
people.” We all thought we'd leave the land
and make money off the tourists. Now we're
waking up.”

Canada quickened to its northland after
the oil strike in Alaska's Prudhoe Bay., Ol
wells were thrust into the adjacent Beaufort

Sea in the early 1970s, but plans for a major

(S
o

Alnska-like pipehne up the Mackenzie Kiv-
er Valley were stymied by Mr. Justice
Thomas R, Berger of the British Columbia
Supremé Court, who conducted a marathon
of listening through the villages of the Dene
I'_-!!-_il_]l_!_EE_"*_fl_l_'|_|-I_||_|_'ji_|_|.,-.| impact Thelandmark
Berger Report of 1977 recommended a ten-
vear moratorium on any major develop-
ment, enough time for native people to
gather their forces

The Canadian government, needing
someone to bareain with, funded the estab
lishment of its own adversaries, four native-
rights groups in arctic Canada. The Dene
nationwasorganized, andin 1981 presented

a self-government proposal based on tribal

forms. Its most controversial features are

Narional Geoeraphie, February 1983



Urban Indigns in the
Northwest Terrifories’
capital of Yellowknife,
population 10,000, crowsd
into Rainbow Valley, a
district of goverriment-built
prefobricated houses
pmported from outside (left)
Today grants from the
federal and territoria
gpovernments provide
535,000 for rural families

willtmg o butld thetr own -
log homes. Applicants cul e
timber from (ocal forests o T

and do thelr own work; the
grant covers other materials

and pays for labor

In Fort Good Hope (top .
right}, fJohn T Selhye works — s
pr the home that may spon
shine (ke one 1n Fort
Resolution (righti. The
pr.:l}_jruq ik | _'_i.lr.:,'l'll"l'l.!l'i_'.';-' FrCLIni |II:.:'
i :';:-na'!r:!h"rr-:lrz, IEI'In.ZIr g

tmpoTtant, I'J-r.';._:l:r[b PO P Ve P
Hhe welfare dependence that
dehiitates many areas

oy i

4 len-yvear residency requirement for voting
and holdinge office, and an all-Deng Senate
with veto power over legislation that in-
ringes on aboriginal rights. The Northwest
Territories’ white population, still a minor
itv, balked at these "racist” provisions. The
Métis Association of the NW'T, representing
6,000 nonregistered Indians of mixed de-
scent, wavered from total endorsement

“1t's a brilliant bloody document, ™ admit-
ted Erik Watt of the Canadian government's
Northern Affairs office in Yellowknife,
"'.-."Iu'rhl_':-_'-.nu like itornot. It'sa II:LF!-".-Hi'l'Iil".'_.’
position, of course. The government wants
to give land along with rovalties from miner-
al production; the Dene want a pohitical zet-
thement first.”

Hanters of the Lost Spiril
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Father Rene Fumoleau, a missionary
from France who has served in the Macken-
zie Valley for 30 vears, compared the future
of the NWT to the decolonization of Africa

“Une of the last perfect colonial govern-
ments in the world 15 the Northwest Terri-
tories,” “There was a historical
interdependence between white men and
Indians when the land wias first being ex-
plored, like in the furtrade. When it came to
the point that the Indians weren't needed,
that was the worst part—the realization that
if thev died tomorrow, nobody would care.”

When I arrived in Yellowknife, a city of
10,000 and the capital of the NWT, it was
sWwimming in 4 potato soup of we log at mi-
nus 40°F. Tires squeaked mn the packed

ne sald
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A tundra tapestry unfolds from the Richardson Mountains and
covers the broad Mackenzie River Delta with lakes and bogs—rich
trapping grounds for the villoge of Aklavik. Here is the last,
northernmaost statement of the North American forest. Bevond, only

the hounting and tregless lond of the Inuit.

snow, and fur-wreathed faces appeared and
faded like apparitions.

I found George Erasmus, the 34-vear-old
president of the Dene nation, in an office
complex thick with media experts, research-
ers, and fresh piles of leaflets and manifes-
tos. Resolve heated to anger as we talked.

“The broad majority of Dene want
change,” he said. “And we want to be in-
volved in the decision=making sphere of de-
velopment. We have attempted fo stop
specific major developments for good rea-
son—they would have destroved the whole
valley. The propaganda used against us is
that we're Communists. Ludicrous! The
idea that we're controlled by outside adwvis-
ers—that is a racist assumption!”

If Beaufort Sea oil development proceeds
as expected, he said, 20,000 people would
pour in. “Thev're going to be people from the
south. Twenty thousand workers! You
could have a situation where the work force
that comes controls the government of the
day. I can't conceive how that's going to be
in the interest of anvone

“I laugh when white people say, ‘What
are vou going to do to us?' There was a time
when we weren't even regarded as human
beings. S0 don't tell us about taking any-
one's rights away. We've been trving to sell a
concept that it would be beneficial to the
whole country if the native people were left
self-reliant. Here we are in the north—the
last place there is a native majority. Thisis
one place we can learn from our mistakes,”

lls of the South Move North

Trees taper off rapidly northeast of the
Mackenzie River Delta, from the air a won-
drous paisley print of coiled channels. In the
final breath of the boreal forest, north of
the Great Plains, scruffy spruce burrow in
the troughs of frozen streams. Soon the
spruce turns to willow brush, like a land-
scape in need of a shave, Then the willows
are gone, replaced by infinite whiteness.

Hunters of the Lost Spirii
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The 26,000 Inuit of Canada who cherish
this land are gathered in small, dependent
communities of government-built houses
and windswept litter. Productive and self-
reliant hunters are still scattered throughout
the Arctic, but they are a dving breed, The
towns are equipped with the fads and affiic-
tions of the south—booze, bubble gum,
glue-sniffing—but lack the health habits,
spcial confidence, work ethic., and time-
clock discipline to cope with them.

Canadian Eskimos remain culturally
more intact, but matenally and politically
poorer than their incorporated cousins in
Alaska or the Greenlanders to the east.
Among them it a sense of desperation to
catch up. Old regional differences between
Inuit groups have given way to differing po-
litical organizations, based on the status of
their aboriginal land claims.

Only one arctic native land claim has
passed into law—:the James Bay Settlement
of 1975 in northern Quebec. As in Alaska,
the deal was tied to the opening of a mam-
moth energy project—the 13-billion-dollar
James Bay hvdroelectric system. ™

Nextin line could be the Inuvialuit people
of the western Arctic, whose land seems
profitably tied to Dome Petroleum’s Beau-
fort Sea operations: In 1978 the Inuvialuit
rghts group, the Committee for Original
Peoples' Entitlement (COPE), signed a land
claims "agreement-in-principle” with the
Canadian government. Finalization was set
for 1979, but appears stalled. COPE leaders
fear the government hesitates to set a prece-
dent when the larger 1ssues of Nunavut and
Denendeh are unresolved.

“They like the status quo,” said COPE
land-claims negotiator Nellie Cornovea tes-
tily. “Theyv like looking after native people
because it creates a lot of employment for
them, and theydon't think native people can
look after themselves.

*See "Quebec’s Northern Dynamo, ™ by Larry Rohl,
in the March 1982 NATIONATL GEOGRAPHIC
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The weekend hunter among the Inuit

of the high-arctic islands depends heavily
on the mochinery of the south, Ona
seal-hunting trip (abowe), Methusaloh
Kunuk from the village of Igloohk hauls
his family and his speedboat on a
komatil. or sled, with a snowmobile
pulling. The boat will be launched when
they reach the edge of the ice. Becky
Awa of Igloolik (left) packs her baby ina
traditional amautik parka and pilots
her family's boat on @ summer outing
after seals.

Before such craft came to the Arctie,
dogsleds and skin boars carried il
hunters, and families migrated from
camp to camp. Now they have the lweury

Pofe ®F TEERYT GQL0E

of returning home at night to centralized
settlements and holding part-time
wage-eaming johs. “Besides,” says
Canadian government official Andy
Thertault of Frobisher Bay, the eastern
Arctic's administrative center, "we can'
have evervone being a hunter any more,
because if we do we're foing to run out of
wildlife ina hurry.”

Today dogsled teams are making a
comehack, particularty in a dozen or s
outpost camps on Baffin Islond, where
Jruiit fomilies hove moved closer to
traditional life. Maochines break down,
dogs will always get you back. And, Inuit
sy in their unsentimental way, “You
can't eat your snowmaobile, "




White, bright, right—subconscious
[essons of the dominant culiure—start
early for an Inuit tor in Repulse Bay, a
village of 350 on the Arctic Circle.
Inuktitut, the Inuit l[anguage, 1s now
used in the first three school years, but
success 15 still speiled in English

. e
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“But thev don't realize that all thev're do-
ingis bullding antagonism toward outsiders
and nonnatives, and that in the long run will
be the destruction of the society up here.”

In the eastern arctic village of Igloohk,
where Canadian culture has only recently
asserted mself, there are still people hike 30
vear-old Vivi Kunnuk, mother of 11, who
has had no trouble looking after herself. She
invited me to visit the shack she built behind
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her modern house, so she could continue
cooking on a seal-oll lamp. Her stainless-
stee]l kitchen just didn’t feel right, she said.

“1 gave birth to two of my children by my-
solf," Vivi told me proudly

“Where was vour hushand?" [ asked

“The first ime, e was awnv on a hunting
trip. The other ime I didn't want to disturhb
him. He was asleep.”

Iglookik, perhaps the most traditional
eastern arctic village, was washed in the
constant light of summer, and Kids roamed
happily through the streets till the meaning-
lessmorning. The seaice of Foxe Basin, cov-
ered by a film of water, ghstened in hues
from ink to lemonade. Returning seal hunt-
ers wore rubber waders, and plumes of wa-
ter spewed behind their snowmobiles

For Teachers, Anger and Frustration

The atmosphere of tolerance in Inuit vil-
lages often translates to lack of discipline by
southern standards, and the mills of educa-
tion grind slowly. Inthe whole Baffin Island
region, out of hundreds of high-school stu-
dents only a handful graduate each vear
And southern teachers, no matter how moti-
vated, rarely stay. I met one such teacher in
a villape airport on her way home after sev-
eral vears.

“T'm tred of giving, siving, giving, and
never gelting anything in return,” she said.
“Kids come to school dirty, their noses run-
ning, wander in at eleven o'clock. Parents
don't make them come. They say education
is foreign to their culture—well, so are ski-
doas and video games.™

In Igloolik few wallagers older than 35
speak English, and government regulations
that conflict with Inuit custom leave them
haflled. Forieful abduction of a bride, for
example, if arranged with the girl’s family,
15 parl of the tough, high-spinted hfe. The
rovernment of Canada calls it rape. One 17-
vear-old Igloolik girl called the police after
breaking away from asuitor last spring, and

Sational Geographie, February 1983



government-employed Inuit social worker
Leah Otak had to explain to the distraught
mother. “1 told her that her daughter has the
right to decide for herself,” Leah told me.
“iOh. no,' the woman said. '‘She's only a
babv, She's mine!’

“Parents are caught in between. Thev're
scared to speak out, tofight back. Idon't like
to be a person who is destroving our culture,
but I feel like one anyway. 1 seem to be tell-
ing our elderz, ‘We have the power, vou
don’t.’ Some people are just sitting around
saving, ‘What's going on?" "

Suicide, the grim answer for an alarming
number of voung Inuit, came to Igloolik last
April. Ispoke to the widow, Carmen Idlout,
who said she didn’t know why her husband
had done it. But she thought it ran in the
family. Both his father and grandfather had
taken their own lives,

“He was 33," she said, "the first native
journevman electrician in the Baffin area.
On that day I saw him through the window
with a rifle. He couldn’t get the skidoo start-
ed. He was very, vervquiet. He never would
discuss his problems. Kept it all inside.™

Self-help programs have begun to flow
from Frobisher Bay, the unofficial capital of
the eastern Arctic. Baffin Reglional Inuit As-
sotiation is in the midst of a five-vear com-
putenzed game-harvesting study that could
be used as documentation in future political
forays. The terrtonal government operates
22 outpost camps of Inuit who are living in
the traditional way.

Andy Theriault, the Department of Indi-
an Affairs man in Frobisher, {eels encour-
aged: “Sometimes we fail to realize they can
do things." he told me, “We find it difficult
to let go, like a bunch of mother's helpers.
('I'll do it for vou, I'll do it for vou. ") And then
we turn around and zay, ‘Well, hell, those
people don't want to do anything."”

In 1980 a group of Inuit lobbied in Lon-
don, and in 1981 they took part ina com-
bined native protest march in Ottawa that

Hunters of the Lost Spiri

convinced the Canadian government to re-
insert an aboriginal-rights clause into the
niew Canadian constitution.

But the government has vet to answer on
the question of Nunavut and Denendeh.
When and how the Northwest Territories
will be divided, and how much authority
will he granted the Inuit, are not izsues it is
prone to rush. And land-claims negotiations
could drag on for decades. Says John Ama-
goalik, president of the Inuit Tapirisat of
Canada(ITC), ¥If the government was real-
Iy serious about our claims, I think they
could be settled within five vears.”

Oppaosition Grows to APP

For the Inuit of the eastern Arctic, there
have been no vital megaprojects to force the
coming of Nunavul. But now, Inuit leaders
in Ottawa and Greenland are gearing up for
a massive intervention over the Arctic Pilot
Project (APP), a scheme to bring liguefied
natural gas in a fleet of vear-round ce-
hreaking tankers from the high Arctic 1o
southern ports. Inuit say the tankers would
cut through their hunting grounds, leaving
impassable cracks in the ice, scaring away
seals and whales, and increasing the possi-
bility of hazardous spills. Last fall the ITC
convinced the Canadian government to halt
hearings on the APP until technology could
answer critical environmental questions.

Meanwhile, the Canadian Inuit are on
hold, as Amagoalik said, “looking to Green-
land for political inspiration, and to Alaska
on how to deal with oil companies.” When
and if they gain control of their land from a
wary Ottawa, the Canadian Inuit will fur-
nish the missing link of a broad, resource-
rich semi-nation of Inuit stretching from
Little Diomede to the North Atlantie. Such
an alliance would not only affect the future
of petroleum exploration in the Arctic, but
could also influence Western military secu-
rity, and provide a significant fourth world
voice in the United Nations.
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Like an alien spacecraft,
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name means “place of howses." The willoge 15 frozen for ten months of the year,

and utility poles must be set in concrete and rocks atop the permafrost
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GREENLANDERS

Photographs bv IVARS SILIS

Forsaking kayaks, Greenland Tnuit have turmed to commercial
fishing. The village of Arsuk, where codfish are hoisted to the
community-owned processing plant, iz one success story to buoy
Greenland’s home-rule government, negotiated with Denmark in 1979,

N 1981 the first commercial airline con-
nection between Canada and Greenland
linked Frobisher Bay and the Greenlan-
dic capital of Nuuk, and tightened the

bonds between Inuit

From Nuuk, a bleak but modern city with
4 fleet of a hundred Mercedes-Benz taxi-
cabs, Inuit Circumpolar Conference Presi-
dent Hans-Pavia Rosing hopes to forge a
definitive agreement between the Inuit
nation and ils governments.

“Resource development affects every-
thing else in our society,” he told me. “And
nol ¢ven the governments have very good
control over what's going on in the Arctic.
The oil companies—they have the control.

“We live in a rich part of the world and
have always claimed these areas, butonly in
the past 20 years have we been forced to
claim them publicly and fight for them."

Greenland, the world's largest island, is
an intimidating piece of geography—a
mammoth bowl of ice thousands of feet
deep, whose glaciers continually calve ice-
bergs inte the ragged fjords that fringe its
coast. Traditional hunters remain, concen-
trated in the Thule region in the north and on
the island’s east coast. But two centuries
of European influence have permanently
changed the Greenlandic Inuit. Danish taste
permeates their neat, white-trimmed frame
houses, education has taken hold, and Inuit
hunters have become commercial fisher-
men, even sheepherders.

But the new Greenland, called Kalaallit
Nunaat in the Inuit language, has emerged
azthe first seli-governing archic native state,
and an inspiration to others.

Despite Denmark’s relatively enlightened
policies, the road to home rule has been as
painful and disorienting asany transition in
the Arctic. Denmark’s move to modernize
the colony in 1953 left its native Greenland-
ers a= mere spectators to their own future.
The struggling west coazt people were up-
rooted and centralized into towns with fish

processing plants. Incongroous but efficient
blocks of flats were erected, and hospitals
built to eradicate tuberculosis. Children
were shipped to Denmark for part of their
education, and the [nuit language and cul-
ture became liabilities in the new order.

The crisis of spirit that followed, with its
familiar razsh of alcoholism and suicide,
genuinely surprised the Danes, and when
Greenland’s newly educated young agitated
for & voice in the early 19705, home rule
came with surprising swiftness.

Today, Denmark retains control of
Greenland’s defense and foreign affairs and
still operates much of the commerce that
sustains the Greenlandic economy. Al-
though agency by agency Copenhagen 1s
slowly loosening its grip, total independence
may never come. (Greenland produces only
10 percent of its needs; the rest comes from
Denmark in a block sum that exceeded 150
million dollarsin 1982, Many Danes remain
in Greenland, the necessary professionals
and technologists to maintain the Western
standard of living.

“We are lucky to have had the Danes,”
graduate student Tove Sgvndahl told me in
the town of Julianehab. “If it had been the
Amencans, we would have all kinds of mili-
tary bases and oil companies running all
over the place.”

The burden of government has fallen on
Prime Minister Jonathan Motzfeldt, an In-
uit Lutheran minister whose schedule sud-
denly includes visits from European rovalty
and inquiries on home rule from the Pales-
tine Liberation Organization.

“We are a little penple in a huge country,
he told me. “Our human resources are few,
but we have done some good things. And re-
member this; My father is still a hunter.
Huntingis his life. From kavak to home rule
15 & great step for us.”

Qualified people are scarce, but Green-
land's voung have picked up the challenge.
In Nuuk, 32-yvear-old Ove Rosing Olseniza

b

191



Home is not a howse 1 Nuuk,

formerly called Crodfthdb, Crreegnland’'s
capital, where bipcks of wrban-stile

flats accommuodate fnew Inuit wage
earnérs (Fight and below right), L'rhan
prowing pains still challenge Inufit Prime
Minister Jonathan Motzfeldt (below),

i Lutheran ¢lerpyman

phyv=sician who also lobbies for better fisher-
ies, "Evervone who's educated in this coun-
trv has to do two jobs,™ he said.

sevien Greenlandic medical students are
now studying in Denmark, and four native
doctors have returned and are already af
work in Greenland.

“We know how they live,” Dir. Olsen said
of his patients, “A buman being's disease 13
not just what vou can
spe physically, but the
sum of his whole life.”

~near Julianehab
soithern Greenland,
Kaj Egede has revital-
ized the sheepherding
industry,  succeeding
where a long line of
Danish consultants had
fatled,. Kaj, 33, speaks
intheirown langunge to
Greenland’s 82 Inuit
sheep farmers and pro-
vides the continuity that

was impossible with
Danish civil servants
Like other Greenlancd

natives he now has a
ind permanent ctake in his work

e rsong

And in the west coast village of Arsuk, a
haven of brightly painted homes and traw-
ers strung with bubbles of iridescent pink
flodts in the postcard harbor, 27-vear-old
fish-factory manager Knud Albrechtsen has
the world by the tail.

More than 6.000 tons of codfish a vear
meet their end in a collection of new, whir-
ring stamless-stee]l filleting machines here
watched over by a small army of chatltering
Inuit girls in white smocks, orange gloves,
and vellow ear protectors. The floor is spot-
less. Loudspeakers push rock music above
the din

It is 4 proud business. The factory is
owned bv the village itselfl and netted 1.1
million dollars last vear, one of only a few

1494

zelf-sustaining fshing operations in Green
land. Social problems in Arsuk are negligi-

hle, the work ethic firmly entrenched

Iall and calm, with long, straight, white
teeth hetween curls of blond mustache and
bheard, Knud, part Inuit, looks like a Dane
Just don’t call him one by mistake. *1 get
mad,” he said . smihing coodlv.

[ asked him about the old days.

“Oh. the women wouldn't want to work
without the new machines, " he said

[ hard meant the ald davs—the life in kay-
aks and =od houzes, the proud hunters on
the ice. But I realized that the Inuit of Arsuk
had turned the corner. The way of life here
haz been changed too long. They had met
the stronger culture and adapted






¥

.|:p

-

L APPS

Photographs by SISS5E BRIMBERG

Cin the crown of Europe, some 40,000 Sagami, or Lapps, dogpedly resist
assimtlotion into Norwegian, Swedizh, or Finnish society. In Masi,
Norway, two traditionally dressed Saami (below) deal with their own
oil crisis. In Levdun, Norway (right), o trapper’s wife hawhs fox furs,

ONSERVATIVE and quiet (slo,
Norway, erupled with angry
Saami protesters in October 1979
Tents were defiantly pitched on
the Parbament lawn. »everal Saami staged
g hunger strike. Many Norwegian support-
ers were arrested. The government, often a
spokesman for human rights in the world
forum, was thoroughly embarrassed

in the Norwegian Arctic, all wark was

=
2

temporaniy halted on the Alta-Rantokemo
Hydroelectric Project that had threatened to
inundate one more northern valley. Work
has resumed at Alta now, but the case of the
Saami people—widely known as Lapps
has been heard.

There 15 a new awareness of Saami cul-
ture throughout Scandinavia today, These
seminomadic people, thought to have mi-
grated from Central Asia, number only
about 40,000. After thousands of vears of
contact the Saami are o intertwined with
mcandinavians that the credentials of the
Saami delegation to the first World Council
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of Indigenous People in 1973 were in serious
question. Today the activists of the Saami
movement call for separate treatment. They
want to develop, most Saami sav, but not as
MNorwegians, or Swedes, or Finns

“We need special attention,” a Norwe-
gian Saami printer named Rolf Olsen told
me in the town of Karasjok. “Otherwise we
can't survive, Many Norwegians feel that
the best thing for us to do is get assimilated
Butwe have the human ngnt to be a groap.

Nearby kautokeino, unofficial capital of
Lapland, is 175 miles north of the Arctic Cir-
cle. It shows a summer face of green fields,
farmhouses, and patches of dwarf birch, a
climate warmed by the Gulf Stream cur-
rents. Traditional Saami dress can still be
seen here, 1na supermarket ine, or ghmpsed
behind the wheel of a Volvo. The town itself
15 new; during World War II the retreating
Germans destroyed it as part of a scorched-
earth policy,

Land is again an i=sue in Lapland, the
largest uninterrupted stretch of natural
countryside left in Europe, reaching from
the Kola Peninsula of the U.5.5.K. down
the mountainous spine of Scandinavia, The
saamisay they have been robbed of it. Pow-
er stations, dams, and parks have crowded
into their reindeer grazing lands, A netwark
of roads bring= carloads of gawking tourists,
And Saami leaders {ear the prospect of a
natural-ga< pipeline through Norway and
Sweden. A proposed power project on the
Kalix River in Sweden has the makings of
another Alta confrontation.

The three-nation Nordic Saami Institute,
formed in 1973, now Alis a large brick build
ing in Kautokeino. Its leader, Aslak Nils
Sara, shuttles throughout the world to make
common cause with other indigenous people
like Amencan Indians and Canadian Inuit

The anchor of Saami culture has been
reindeer herding, an occupation held by
only 10 percent of Saami today. Scandina-
vian governments protect the industry. In

Nationdl Geographic, February 1987






Sweden and Norway only certain Saami
have the right to own and breed reindeer,
Both nations have established herd limits,
and in Sweden Saami have exclusive hunt-
ing and fishing rights in their areas. Saam
who do not herd reindeer have no special
privileges in Norway, and many are bitter
over what they consider their loss of 1denti-
tv. In Finland, where anvone may herd rein-
deer, the privilege structure does not exist,
and Saami are identified az much by lan-
guage as by occupation,

In Finland's Lemmenjoki National Park 1
visited Aslak and Inga Aikio and their sons,
Juhani, 35, and Paulus, 32, reindeer people
all. The Aikioslive ina three-familyvenclave
of mustard-colored frame houses on a nver,
the Lemmenjoki, where reindeer wearing
cowbells wander sassily on the highways
and nibhle backvard buttercups like over-
grown rabbits. Three years ago special gov-
ernment legizlation enabled the Aikios to
build new houses, bringing indoor plumb-
ing and electricity for the first time. The
government also provides for inexpen-
sive purchase of adjoining land and a guar-
anteed homesite on water.

*Can you summarize your most impor-
tant problems todayv?" I asked the Aikios,
notebook and pen at the readyv. Five Lapps
leaned back from the table, thought that one
over, and never did come up with any.

Northern Peoples Hone New Tools

But pressure builds each year as industri-
al nations reach toward the Arctic. Laversof
change will challenge the spirit. Stll, the
people of the far north—be they Yupiks or
Inupiat or Athapaskans, or Dene, Inuit, or
saami—have gained momentum and the
courage to speak up, and they can hope that
governments will have the wisdom to listen.

As Alaska Eskimo leader Dennis Tiepel-
man told me, "We are the 20th-century
hunters. Our tools are not rifles and sleds
but legislation and language.” ]
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The tundra is paved in Kautokeing,
Norway, to the delight of Kirsten
Hawhkins, left, and Solfrid Hatta. One of
the remaining Saami-majority towns in
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ART OF THE BERING SE

Where
Magic Rulea

ATTER amud
spErit,
separate vt
inséparable,
wWerne twin
realities in the lives of the 19th-
century Bering Sea Eskimos
and suffuded their handiwonrks

Even so basic an implement
A= a handle tright), withathong
for pulling a slain seal over ice,
was imbued with spiritund chir-
acter. Carved lrom 1vory in the
form of a wolf s head, it therebs
partook of the woll s pred
qualities
effectivetool for the task.

"H]'_ tholomcal beasts, avolded
Oy common Tolk and ’L|' peased
by shamans, roamed t
miuos’ threats |.-IJ-l_'h'--.=.'=
and controlling destinies

Powerlul and maevolent
tumghat, believed to have
dwelt on the moon, rezulated
the zupply of game animals
Crocodile-like palraivak lurked
lakes, and rvers,
v tosetze theunwary, Inthe
huge |'.'i.-'-'.'.'.'.l.f-',""-.ﬁ',
the awesome thunderbard,
paahile

caribou as well as men.

The Eskimos
gvery Oving thing possessed o
spirit, or inng, a8 concept that
found artistic expression in 8

ceremonial maskal a IZI|.'|. B DEAT

(focing page). The bears inua

._-.'-'llr_'-.

il bhecame 8 more

| -\.l__'l_
URIVEerse,

in marshes,
reai
=-J-:j. soaren

if preving on whales a '|-|

believed that
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ing. huy

15 represented as a smi

manlike face veiled by hair
These and most of the works

on the following peres were col

lectod by Baward W. Melson, a

bserver for the U. S

weather
Sipnal
laska, from 1877 to 1881

Asked by the smith=onian [n-
ST TGN 'Iu gather information
and artitacts from the Eskimos,
the yvoung naturalist roamed the
Hering Sen remion by dogsled,
kavak,

(e ks

s ,
Service at St Michael

and ship, visiting many
where white men had
never oeen and encountering
greal physicial hardships

While in the Yukon Delta, he
and an EzkKimo companion con-

temded with unremitting snow,

of the U

sleet, and fog for neariy
“Without
Lire, and with nos
but a small light tent
M elgol
myseil crouched 10 our scanty
supply of blankets, benumbed
gL :I!|-ll|-’ and unahbly
Finallv, ths
weather moderated.”
In addition to reco
nographic  information
i "'1'.[-'|1n S - I:
narv, Melqon bought and bar-
tered for 10, 000
parments, tools,
masks. he Eskimos came o
refer to him as the “man who
buys pnod-for-nothing things
afstitute

Lo WeEKs

e e

wirdte, “the hskimo and

tor Dettet

sur condition

rdine eth-
RR
sKIImiG Qe to-

artitacts—_anys
and elaborate

| hose Lthings now i
one of the world’s finest collec-
tions of Eskimo artifacts and
provide a unique glimpse into
r‘h- fewavs ol their makers
llection s housed at the
"~n Lt L onian's National Muse
um of MNotural Histors
LIS Are TOW On & DAro=-Vear tour
=, and Canada

sitliec-

William W. Fitzhugh, Curator
of Anthropology,
Institution, and research
ciate Susan A. Kaplan are the
authors of fnua Worlda of
the Hering Sea Eskimos. Free
lance photographer Sisse Brim-
berg it a frequent contributar to
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Evidence of grer:l’r skill

I"- LTHE SPIRIT KEALM, lor or trader. "The piece
Lhe impossible hrppens A LS “IJ.|. 1 some 40 vears
\ bird, perhaps: after Melson left the area
representing the inun of a Y needle case (below) that

puffin, grasps a seal with it Nelson goguired at King
|I:...'-.:'.Eu'l'...'.'.'-'-'IL"-_ﬁ Puffin |'!'-'I'|"-|'I-'-|-'I.'Il-r NH Y

siral. and a fanciful creature vhose hearl has been lost

on the left are details on a perhaps engaged in & singing
TIDDAEE DOArd :l:hr_n'q.'- 5 - a
isitely carved from a
usk by 4 Nunivak
| I. d Eskimo for 8 visiiing




The Inug
never

forgets

HARPOON head for
walrus (left, center), as wel
g5 smaller ones designed for
seals. gives evidence of
craftsmanship that went beyvond
mere function, The Eskimo
beheved thiat the inua of an
animal enjoved being hunted
with a beautiful implement
Yioreover, alter the animal was
slain, Its mmua transferred o an
unborn amimal and, when
hunted again, remembered how
it had been treated
Pholled up in Western
clothes, including a flaring
scarf (right), & child’s toy
irom a village on the Yukon
River retains its Eskim

& M 3 1 § M
character only in its lattooed

face of carved ivory. Though

parents also made dolis with

Pskimo clothes {or thelr
.JII.!'i.r"I'. -l' L |".-'|:JL'":'|'|'i
Western goods prestige items
motches in the bow and
stern of &8 model kavak (below
Identify it a= being from
Morton sound. The delicately
T '.Ii:l"l-' illl [
ommizzinned by Nelson's

predecessor, Lucien Turner
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Ihe gear

of everyday
ife

IXED BAG of fishing

gear (below left] includes
a net at top made from
canboy sinew and 8 fish-
storage bag woven from
twined grass. A wooden float
for 4 seal net 1s shaped like
the head of its tareet. The
intricate embroidery af
caribou hair, sinew, and rid
(4] |l"'|! N A WOITAD S li:ll!' L
Floves bears a female motif

sarrow slits mn the snow

S
raEirles helped shield the

AL
WeaArer s ¢ves Irom rlare. A
variety of lures and sinkers
includes a tomcod hook ol
bottom with long, sharp prongs
carved from caribou antlers

Myvthological beasts
decorate a ladle (top right),
FEsUIne 10 & Sserving |l-!-'.'..|
painted with masked faces

A Cape Mome seil hunter
carried his lance points insid:
i box I I|‘I|_' fl_lrl'll_ -_.I. q |_'|.,|-f_-:'.'
sea] riding on s mother's back
itop left). Thus the points
woilld grow accuzlomed to
being inside a =eal, making
1|"||'r':|. More Iii-.l-_ '.. Lis |-i |'-_f L L
g .'III|| '.|'|I' -|II.IFF'. TR
ltkely to accept them. In the
magical universe of the
Bering Sea Eskimos, this
made complete sense. L]



People of The
L.ong Spring

By YURI RYTKHEU
Photographs by DEAN CONGER

TR AT, GEDERAMET PO TN L FIEE

(OR each person the world begins
where he himself first appeared, and
the rest of mankind begins with him.

I waz born on Cape Lezhnev,
which some maps call East Cape and
which lies at the extreme northeastern tip of
the Soviet Arctic. In my childhood 1 heard
another name for this rocky massif, It was
called Pyevek. meaning “big in the lan
guage of my people, the Chukchis
In good weather from the summit of
Pveyvek I could see two islands: Ratmanov
and Krusenstern—RBig Diomede and Little
Diomede. As a child | knew them in the
Chukchi language as Imaklik and Inaklik.
In the dark blue haze bevond Imaklik and
Inaklik rises a high cape that we called
kytmin. Maps designate it as Cape Prince
of Wales—the beginning of the North Amer-
wan Continent.
My birthplace, the settiementof Uelenon
the Chukchi Peninsula, is situated on a

narrow pehble spit. To the north lies the
Arctic (eean, which came up to our yvar-
angd, or family dwelling. Dunng autumn
storms, wavesoften beat against the walrus-
skin walls of the hut, while in winter masses
of broken ice reached the hole where we kept
our winter supplies of walrus meat. The
sputh side of the spit 1s washed by a shallow
lagoon fed by rivers of the vast tundra
stretching south and west of my home.

Our whole life was bound up with the sea
Early on summer mornings the hunters set
aff from land in their bavdars, or kavaks,
paddling out into sparkling patches of sun-
light among the dnfting ice floes to chase the
herds of walruses and whales. In winter the
men hunted seals on foot, hiding in the light
blue twilight among the masses of broken
sed lce.

Ourdwellings were built largely of walrus
skins—roof, walls, and floor. Walrus skins
covered the hunters’ bavdars, and sledge

Warmed by fur and a mother’s loving touch, ¢ child ventures from her familyv's tent
at a reindeer herders’ camp near Salekhard in the Soviet Arctic. A two-million-
sguare-rmile exponge, underlain by permayfrost, is cherished by the more than

a dozen ethnic groups that call it home, Increasingty dominated by tsarist Russia
from the late 1600s, these peoples subsequently felt the tmpact of post-

revolutionary Soviet politics, education, and appropriation of the land's économic
resources—with cost to their traditional ways, a fomiliar pattern across the Arctic
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Wedging through floes nearly five feet
thick, Soviet icebreakers fead a freighter
comeoy along the northern sea route
Despite a Soviet Aeet that includes three
micicar-powered icebreakers, ice shuts
down shipping from November to March

[EKEEET MBI

runners of walrus tusks shid easily over the
ice, The tips of harpoons, handles of knives,
and numerous other instruments were also
fashioned from this strong ivory., Walrus
and whale oil burned in stone lamps, warm-
ing and illuminating our homes. Our entire
view of the world, our philosephy, fairy
tales, legends, and songs were linked with
the sea and its animals. Even our earthly
origins were bound to the sea

My grandmother, whom people called
Givevneu, meaning the “knowledgeable
ane, taught me most of the legends and sto-
ries. She told me of the origin of our people,
the seacoist dwellers.

One day many vears ago I drove with her
by dogsled from Uelen to Nauken, an old
settlement that no longer exists, Lo visit rela-
tives. In one of the hollows in a steep coastal
cliff along the way we saw enormous whale
bones, polished to a high gleam by blizzards
pand washed white by the cold autumn rains

(xrandmother Givevneu halted the dogs,
took out crumbs of dried reindeer meat from
a leather basket, and threw them toward the
whale bones, Seeing my questioning glance,
she explained: “Here, under the whale's
bones, lies the spirit mother who gave life to
all the peaple of the coast. She was impreg-
nated by this very whale. who changed into
a man for the purpose i

To this day I cannot dismiss this poetic
legend about the ongin of my people. It re-
mains in the depths of my soul, filling me
with a sense of mysterious community with
nature, with anctent historv,

The Chukchi Peninsula, where 1 was
born, is gripped by gale-force winds and se-
vere cold. For all practical purposes there is
na summeéer here, if one excludes the one and
a half or two months of relatively warm
weather when the temperature rises as high
as 2 1°C (T0°F). Thisis thetime when the tun-
dra vegetation blossoms and the midnight
sun hardly disappears below the horizon,

Like manv arctic peoples the Chukchis

e



The incandescence of pride lights the foce of Maria Malikov (right), a full-blooded
rukaghir, Her peopie, one of the smallest of the Soviet nationalities. total
only about 800. Her three sons (bottom, left to right)—Viadimir, a pilot, Ivan, a

ST -|.'I'..' ¥ = | | =E F TR | x & - - | =
policeman, and (NiRodat, a telephone-company worker—werg borm of @ Russian father

Such intermarriage has long been commuon. All live in Zvrvanka, where the

communications center (top) provides a tink to the outside world, The town of abowt
6,000 15 on the Kolyma River, an area once infamous for Stalinist-gra labor camps

Formertly occupying a vast territory, the Yukaghirs were decimated by invasions
and epidemics, mainly in the 18th and 19th centuries. The remaining few now

carefully collect and preserve their folkiore and artifacts.
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ELL I REMEMBER the sweet
springtime, when early one

morning, without anv plarm

clocks, all the inhabitants af oy

village of Uelen awoke simultaneously.
Hearing wooden platters wit
offerines of reindeer meat and tat for the
spirits of marine creatures, the villagers
gather at a seashore still covered with
ice. There they would place the offerings,
which eventuadly would sink through the
e received by the sparite of
walruses.

¥ =acrificial

WL

meltine 18 anfd

1ales, and other sea crea-
tures that my people hunted
(n that same dav the villagers removed
e walrus-skin bavdars from their high
storage racks. The baydars and the larger
whaleboats were placed on sledges, and the
longcaravan moved along the edge of the ice
toward the open leads where the marine ani-
mals were to be found

A« was the custom among my people, |

the w

Prople of the Long Spring
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rowps of arctic peoples, [ive in ethnic territories where politics

n ard an indigenows longuage

went on my first whale hunt at the age of 12
It was an exciting experience, for in those
davs we did not use ritfles or outboard motors
as some do now. We satled or paddled quiet-
Iv up to s whale, and the boat captain would
strike with a hand-held harpoon. Floats
made of inflated seal stomachs attached to
the line acted as drags and caused the whale
to exhaust itself. Finallv it was towed ashore
and divided up among all the villagers

[n recent vears I have often accompanied
soviet Eskimos who continue to kill whales
by the old hand-held harpoon method. |

miust sav that nothing is more compelling or

majestic than this combat between man and
sea giant, That is why, when the hunt 15 suc-
cessful—usually on that very dav—the
Eskimos hold a big ritual whale festival. It
isacelebration ofthanksegiving to the gods of
the sea, with traditional dances and singing
In essence, too, the festival 12 a glorihcation
of the strength and power of man
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OME 1, EskIMOS and 14,000
Chukchis represent only twi
than a dozen natlve ethnic groups
that inhabit the Soviet Arctic. (See
the supplement map,; Historical Peoples ol
the ArcHe, distr this ih'.'e- The
area is vast, stretching from the Chukchi
Peninsula in the east Lo I| i h." a Penin -'I|
in Europe on I'!'=:'- west, some 4,000 miles
From arctic islands the area extends south
ward into the forested taiga, in places be-
vond the 60th paraliel
Numbering
Lhese ¢thnic i

Ol IMIOE

buted with

wrhaps 300,000 people,
groups are scattered across an
ares [ar larger tha 1\*!.: stern Europe. ince
time '.':n.".*.q-n'.-.-."..:' 'I|- injority of inhabit-
ants have lived by | nd herding rell
deer Eskimos and
comstal ['ir-" -his hunt marine animals

g |u|u||. I have long heen interested
in tI'.-u different ¢ -Lll'.:.'n.' and customs of my
fellow residents in the far north. Recently 1
visited several of these ethna

IUANNng a
though a few 'L:.|=.I Ll

P9

groups during

1izh the Soviet Archc
| bezan with Arakamchechen lsland, lo-
cated just to the east of the Chukchi Penin-
Flving by helicopter from my viliage ol
Uslen. | paid a vistt 1o the | || itkichi reindeer
herders at the state farm known tn Russian
as Mavak Severa, north.
Arakamchechen is wel -".'.Lt|=-". for rein
cleer tarmin r "'u- winds hlow il'n'
arross the island sweep the swarms of m
guitoes out to sea, and '.i|-. |.:...-.l.|rq'LL||:.I 15
rich. Until the 1920s the 1sland and the wal-
ruz herd=s on itz northern shore were con
trolled solely bv a powerful shaman, o1
medicine man. namet 1 Akkr. Wi
Communist '_-E'-"-': rnment s socialist revolu-
tion reached the wland, Akkr 15 [H0s-
sessed, and he hanged himszelf
Via J'-' \ir l ikkay, leader of the state
farm’'s brig reindeer workers,
omprehend how one person could be the
sole master of anisland and 1its walrus herds

“1t 1s the =ame.” he told me, "as saving,

1 six-week trip thro

r“heacon of the o

i, LEL SLLETRETIR

I.I'|I||| Nnew

Wiz

ratl L'Iu "Il:ill':lllll'
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‘The seaism mine, and those
clouds over there, coming over the edge of
the skv, are also mine.” "

Among arctu ill'l_l!,lll"—- e idea of owning
land-—in tundra or talpa—was traditionaliy
a collective concept. they find the
Grivate ow ----r-l ||l of | LIIIE .|]i|'|

Viadimir Tukkav has hi= own reindeer,
but this is quite another matter from having
ONe's own His spacious varanga 1s

acked with recent newspapers and maga-

nowerlul all-terrain vehicle with a
transcelver stands

surveving these comtorts, |
if he would live inam place
Any other | =

SRY 15

pasture

ZInes, A
by his home
asked Tuk

other

5
|.---.I "

ace?” he pondered. “Mos
hkely not. 1 was born in the tundra, my par-
ents and forefathers were alwayvs reindeer
herders. I studied at school, lived in the dor
mitory Sometimes
the thought sprang up within me: Could 1
Ve in any o ||'ILFJ.I-.1' & but Arakamchechen?
To do that, | would be deprived of a certain

then served in the army.

Pegple of the Long Spring
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I'n the snug haven of a hide-covered tent
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nart of my very self. Here In the tundra
among the reindeer, although this is not the
comfortable and jovial existence, I feel
rreated for

Listening to Tukkay, an educated man, 1
was struck by the northerners’ tenaciy and

ELEER
devotion to their Diespite pre-

ER 3 & EE.]

st
I II:-I

':l_ W Ll

native land
dictions as ¢arly as two centurtes ago that
these people would vanish under the impact
of 4 more aggressive c the out
side. they continue to exist and in some cases
to grow In number

It would appear that even such small eth
Nl Eroups as ||.|' Yukaghirs;, who number
roughly 800 and who inhabit areas in the
northeastern Soviet Arctic,
LD Preserve therr cultural heritage

LE1p Lo AT 14 LM hechen ['-I inid |

:.Il ire Irom

are determined
AfLer my
| tlew to Lyr-
; .1J-L-'i. 11 River in the
northeast. There 1 spent several davs as a
among the Yukaghir peaple

The Yukaghirs today are scrupulousiy
collecting i--'ir.lu-'-- and mementos of their
cultural and spuntual oW at-
tempting to create a Yukaghir alphabet soas
to publish books in their native tongue

One old frend, the distinguished Yu-
kaghir author Semen Kuriloy ;1|'-=
himself the only writer i
knows all his readers :'_'-
visit he showed me his
first printung. in
100000, “You see.”

“that means each of my

a 1DOWwWnh on '.' i

Flie sl

past. Thev are

, JoKIngh
the w "J'l' W
sight. During my
|.,-.'_f._'~_-‘._ |H'|-::l|-'.. Ly "Il...'--.'
numbered
SEmen said with a grin,
countrymen can

Kussian.

have 125 copies

HE YURKAGHIRS
about their gréat nu
davs, There was a ime when so many
Yukaghir bonfires were burning that
their smoke darkened the wings ol birds try-
ing to flv north in the spring. Moreover, the
northern lights are nothing less than the re
flection of numerous Yukaghir campfires
left in the memory of the sky
In fact, the Yukaghirs

legend

Tl I A
in ||.'|l'.'|l

have
mbers

probably once



numbered many thousands. Assimilation,
epidemics, and a series of INVasions even-
tually reduced the Yukaghirs to their pres-
ent number, |

Based on the percentage of people who
have received higher education, the Yuka-
ghirs are far ahead of many more numerous
penples. Evenso, an overwhelming number
of them prefer to continue their age-old
occupations: reindeer hunting and herding.

People of the far north such as the
Yukaghirs have survived over millennia in
the harsh arctic wastes because they were
not mere hunters, ignorant and unimaging-
tive, but people who were curious, with
ke&n inventive, and artistic minds.

They understood and loved beauty, as is
evident in the work of Ogdo Aksvonova, a
talented poet of the Dolgan peaple, The Daol-
gans form a group of roughly 5,000 people
on the southern fringe of the Taymyr Pen-
insula, which hes west of the Yukaghirs'
homeland and thrusts into the Arctic Ocean.

The basic occupations of the Dolgans
have been fishing, hunting, and reindecr
herding. Their entire life cycle, as with all
reindeer-farming peoples, is connected with
breeding and pasturing reindeer. Theirsisa
land of barren tundra and cruel climate, yet
in her writing Ogdo Aksyvonova reveals the
warmth and gentleness of the Dolgan spirit.
In her poem “A Custom of My Forefathers™
she writes:

We Dalgans live on our fair earth,
With love we warm the ground,

Never knew we any wars since birth. .
So plant this seed of peace and love
Throughout the whole wide world,
Then keep it warm with hope and trust
And flowers will unfurl.

ITHTHEADVENT of warmer
weather, the whole expanse of

reindeer land, from the Chukchi
and Taymyr Peninsulas to the
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Memory staokes a trail in a roadless land
as-d Saami, or Lapp, herder heads for

kis reindeer herd 30 miles from Loverero.
Since the 1930s, reindeer raising, the

Nisitorial Geosroohis, Fitiiary 1943




primary occupation of many Soviet Arctic peoples, has been managed mostly by state

and collective farms, but animals forage on the tundre, survivimg largely on

|

Hchens and mosses. Besides 2.3 million retndeer, the for north holds huge oll ong

gas deposits, perhaps half the US55 R s gold, and most of s diamonds

People of the Long "I..r'."-' lE .



Kola Peninsula, experiences a great and re-
curring phenomenon—the birth of & new
generation of reindeer. To the peoples of the
Arctic it is like the gathering of a new har-
vest. Yet, despite the thawing of the frosts
and the sun's warmth, this =eason is perfid:-
ous. Anunexpected blizzard may blow up,
and the defenseless reindeer calves can die
from the frosts or succumb to the fherce
winds, Centuries of raising reindeer have
taught the nomadic herders to seek protect-
ed places and the best pastures.

And the sun climbs higher. Now, in the
high latitudes near the Arctic Ocean, it bare-
lv sets. Truly, this is one of the quietest and
loveliest times in the lives of those who live
among the reindeer. The winter dwellings of
reindeer skins are rolled up, and in their
place rise light summer ones of fabric.

Along with the birds, children of the rein-
deer herders returm to the tundra from
boarding schools in the towns and cities,
Dwring this pleasant period, even the old
people who have retired to settlements try to
return to their native tundra. Here thev
walk across the live and resilient earth, sit
on the shore of some quiet, clean lake, and
hear the sound of water—not from a metal
faucet, but rushing over stones covered
with sparse moss.

Well-organized reindeer farming vields
enormous income and is the most profitable
livestock enterprise in the Soviet Arctic,
This is due first of all to the biology of the
reindeer themselves, They donot require ex-
pensive stabling and are self-sufficient in
finding food all vear. Their needs are amaz-
ingly simple: When mature, they can sur-
vive the cruelest frosts, rains, winds, and
prolonged cold. They can graze the most
meager pastures and, despite all this, they
manage by the éend of summer to build up
enough of a layver of fat to survive the harsh
winter. Even during the winter months they
manage to scrape down through the snow
and forage on the scant vegetation beneath.
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N THE CITY OF SALEKHARD on the
Ob River in the western Soviet Arctic, 1
visited the Nenets people, one of the larg-
est ethnic groupsinthe Arctic, witha pop-

ulation of 30,000, The Nenets, too, subsist
largely by reindeer herding and are fiercely
proud of their cultural heritage.

Salekhard stands directly on the Arctic
Circle, It is in one of the fastest growing
regions of the Soviet north, thanks to huge
oil and natural-gas fields discovered during
the past two decades.

Nenets art, literature, music, and dance
are both colorful and distinctive, As with
other arctic peoples many Nenets have had
the opportunity of pursuing higher educa-
tion in Moscow and Leningrad. There they
have been exposed to outside literature and
art, and this has given them new perspective
on the beauty of theirown ancestral culture.

In Salekhard I called on the famous Nen-
ets poet Leonid Laptsuy and his wife, Ye-
lena Susov. Both are dedicated to the
preservation and advancement of Nenets
culture.

Yelenais a staff member at the Institute of
Schools of the North, a department of the
Soviet Ministry of Education, She super-
vises publication of school texts and booksin
the native Nenets language and helped es-
tablish a dictionary in Nenets.

Intermarriage between Russians and
members of ethnic groups in the Arctic is a
frequently discussed subject. Yelena obvi-
ously is in favor of it.

“Some say that if a Nenets man marries a
Russian woman, then both the Russian and
the Nenets lose something,” she told me.
“But why not look upon such a union in a
different light? Isn't it true that both have
become doubly rich, umiting two languages
and two cultures?”

For his part, Leonid Laptsuy has contrib-
uted to an understanding of his people and
to a wider appreciation of the challenge of
arctic life. In his poem “The Hunter” he

National Geographic, February 1983




describez a successful chase for arctic fox
across the winter tundra:

He's hiding over a rovine,

You dive beyvond a smowy wall.

He makes a jump while you bend down,
You jump while he goes at a crawl.

You bend your back up like a stoat,

You crane your neck avound a bush. . . .
There's s taill You shoot quickly
And your bulletl stops his flight.
Hunting's not an easy job,

That's clear te dnyone who tries.

I'can tell a proper hunter

Just by looking at his pyes.®

HROUGHOUT MY TRAVELS in
the Soviet Arctic I have found differ-
ences among the wvarious ethnic
groups, but many similarities to my

own life and experience as a Chukchi.

Several vears ago, in order to write undis-
turbed, 1 went into seclusion in a small
Chukchi village on Billings Cape beside the
Arctic Ocean. Before ] had a chance to get to
my typewriter, 1 was invited to participate
in a funeral ritual for a local woman.

I was curious to see what remained from
ancient times and what new aspects had
been assimilated into these rituals.

The latter were most clearly revealed by
the objects that the deceased woman took
with her into the Realm of the Polar Star,
where, according to tradition, lie the camps
of those who have departed this life. Since
she was an excellent seamstress, on the little
table that stood at the head of the coffin were
laid out various needles, skeins of thread, a
sharp knife to cut skins, an ink pen, thim-
bles, plus her porcelain cup covered with a
network of crackles and dark blue drawings
faded with time.

What struck me most was the electric
sewing machine. Learning from a neighbor

*This verse and that on page 216 dgppear in Sovirt
Litevatioe, 1980, No. 3 (3845).

Feople of the Long Spring

at the memorial altar that the machine was
likewise destined for life in the Realm of the
Polar Star, I pointed out that it would obvi-
ously be useless there, since in heaven there
are no electric outlets.

Nevertheless, the machine was carried to
the cemetery. I asked one old man why they
decided to bury it also.

“Several years ago,” he answered, “the
husband of this old woman crossed over to
that zame place. In this life he was an active
man and headed our community soviet
Thanks to his energy and industriousness,
we obtained a power station and lights for
our dwellings.

“ldo not think," the old man added, “that
all these years the husband has been in the
Realm of the Polar Star, he has been sitting
with folded hands, doing nothing. So do not
he skeptical: The deceased will have some-
where to plug in her sewing machine.”

In this quaint, mixed-up concept of death
and the possibility of continuing life in the
Realm of the Polar Star, there is a certain
logic. When we observe, for example, that
in the Soviet Arctic shamanism has van-
ished very quickly, we overlook the fact that
it has simply taken on modern dimensions,

The shaman was the preserver of tradi-
tion and cultural experience. He was me-
teorologist, physician, philosopher, and
ideologist—a one-man Academy of Sci-
ences. Hissuccess depended upon his skill at
prognosticating the presence of game, deter-
mining the route of the reindeer herds, and
predicting the weather well in advance. In
order to do all this, he must above all be an
intelligent and knowledgeable man.

So now we sée i modern breed of shaman,
like the Chukchi physical therapist Olga
Tymnebtuvie, the pediatrician Yelena
Papo, and the Nenets surgeon Stanisiav Sa-
linder. And we perceive that the replace-
ment of shamanism with contemporary
science does not contradict the basic views
and principles of the arctic peaples.
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AN IN THE ARCITIC has al
wavs defended himself from the
forces of nature, from the envi-
ronment. At Umes he has ha
protéct himself from wild animals. Now,
nowever, 4 new éra has dawned, when nas-
ture in the Arctic must be preserved from
man himself. The amimals of the world, the

cleanest lakes and rivers, and even the crvs

1i's
b

tald dirof the Arctic are threatened

LU of us throughout the Arctic have Lhis
problem. With the rapd development of po-
lar regions for mining and other purposes,
|:L::Il]f!--|| .||Ili L -||;r| FLli 'E-III i Zh'ill;ﬁ fMess
lands areinevitable. Hut wecannol ¢lose the
1 e Arctic, norare most people who
o develop it blind to the dangers: In all

this-there are hopeful signs, and I saw one

aoaron i

recently near my home in Uelen on the
Chukchi Peminsula

Here, on the shotes of Providence Bay
ople once hunted walros, In

wedern times the herds have all but di =
neared. One of those who has worked
toward their restoration is an Eskimo, Vasi-
liv Nanok, chairman of the soviet of the
!';'!L'II:I'II INE A ik Tl of Unanik. With the

ip of Vasiliv and others like him; laws

have been passed forDidding comimercla
hunting of walruses and other animals on
the Chukchi Peninsula. A new sense of con-
servation among the Chukchi people has
resulted noimproved conditions f{or all
creatures m the wild

Early one morning Vasiliy telephoned me

at home and invited me to walk along the
shore of Providence Bav, He led me to the
place, not far
from Unaz:k's local store. Whai
prised me; On the shore, usually noted tor

ts piles of rubbish, lay several very live

notsiest and most crowded

.-.\..Il'- 1 BN

wialruses

[he walruses have returned to the shores
of Providence Bav, Nanok announced tri-
umphantly. I hat means our work has nol

D& 1IN V&N

Weather hardened by a land of spring

rales and summer frasts, a Chulecha

nunier exampeifles arctic peopiles, whom
- - ! ] | .
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On the edge of vesterday, Soviet-owned Big Dhomede Isiand, right, stares acras
line at a previous doy and different |"|"' l'-.|l [ttie

I"-' HEERs I.‘- '|'.'f| nd deate

Unifted States, Although Soviel authorities removed Big

L) . - - - - -
fifties. a suHvetliionce gasT FETains

EeSNLITICE LT

THE WALRUSES are retu
ir old grounds, and the
rL'l.l.l*.l_'l'a.':l
erinnin

-'h]- ?1'|-'.-|{:".~'

numbers ti
bother seacoa
the nathve

t settlements
inhabitants of th _
sitd farewell to the numer
explained

LNE G0 we
who had
and ncomprehensible [.-|||
I:[l '.'-.:'-.l'r I||:_' 5
authentn

tangled

manner of living and our spiritual heritage
Devotion to that heritage has becn passed
from generatiom to generation, and the
voung people of today are no exception, 1 re-
"w[l'.’.'--_-r talking with Vera Etvnkeu, a rein-
eer herder in her late teens at the Polvamnik
collective along the Amguema River 1n the

egastern soviet Arch

'As avoung girl,"” she told me, "1 was sent
away to boarding school in the south. It
seemed so longe a time to be away from my
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Phese remnanis of a land bricdee

- ] n . 2= - -
tdL OFICE siapicd Asia and America lie nea

the villoge of Ulelen, birthplace of author Yur Kvtehetu. “Life m the tundra cd

1@ savs. "Bul today s tnhabitants imbibe with their mothers mill

1 a ] 1
phitlosophy of joviul acceptance of [ife

birthplace that 1 ran out of patience, but Everywhere in the Soviet Arctic 1 met

fnally | wos able to come back |||_l|'.l|l._' for whom the north—with its shows,
“The tundra 1s the very best place to be. its cold, its vivid summer tundra and sweel

Here one has the real sense of freedom, cloudberries—constitutes their native land

where there are no restrictions, such as  the dearest place on earth

where 1o cross the street—or the river And rezardless of where fate might cast us
"My people are of the tundra,  she contin up, for us the return to our native soil 1s al

wed, “and I wish to be among them. I dream ways 4 return 1o that point [rom which we

one day of meeting someone who will be mv  see the world. For me that point is Cape
sibiect of love. The tundra is wide and one Dezhnev, where the globe first became—
mutst look far, but in time T will find him." and alwavs will be—zeality U

.|'.'-'_'l'_-"'ll af the Long ADFINE 223
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A DIFFERENT COMMUNISM

Hungarys New Way

By JOHN J. PUTMAN

WATHISLT. OEDOREAFRIT AENICR WrRTTER

Photographs by BILL. WEEMS

N A SPRING DAY in Budapest,
when buds and tender leaves swell
on bare tree limbs and old people
and yvoung mothers with children

come again into the parks;
when the landing docks are
being rigged along the Dan-
ube banks and excursin
boats reappear; when on the
shopping streets, as if on a
single command, women
have abandoned winter's
boots for pumps and the
flash of ankles; when um-
versity students sprawl in
the sun arotind the National
Muszeum to studv and the
first tourist buses arrive,
great shiny ones from Aus-
trig; when roads are crowid-
ed with automobiles and the
Great Market Hall zeems to
grodan under its weight of
procuce; well, on such a fine
day, vou should not feel 1n
the company of ghosts.

But I did, as 1 stood waiting for the No. 2
strectcar. I was neanng the end of mytravels
in Hungarv; two trips, eight weeks. 1 had
come first in winter, when maists, rain, and
snow shrouded the city in grav; when the old

Crown of 5t Stephen, first king
of Hungary, symbolizes 1,000
vears of a proud bue tragic history.

stone buildings of Pest appeared so heavy it
seemed they might sink into the earth; when
the country's thousand-year past, often so
tragic, seemed to draw close, like the dark,

lowering clouds,

The vear of that winter
marked the 25th anniversa-
ry of the uprising of 1956,
when Hungarians took to
the streets to throw off an
oppressive Communist re-
gime and were crushed by
Noviet tanks and troops. At
least 2,200 people—perhaps
many more—died; 200,000
fled to the West

| had come to look into re-
poris that in the vears since,
Hungary had set off on a
new and distinctive socialist
course: that Individual en-
terprise was not only per-
mitted but encouraged; that
factory managers were In-
structed to make their own
decisions and a profit rather

than follow some central plan; that members
of farm cooperatives were assisted in grow-
ing livestock and food on their farm plots for
private sale; that commercial and touristic
Lies to the YWest

(Continued on page 230)

Their moment to shine, students graduating from a seconddary school in

Budopest exchonge congrotulations and good-byes, carming armfuls of good
wishes from parents and friends. Ever hopeful as o people, the Hungarians—
in the most intrigiing success story of centrol Europe—are carefully fashioning
o new style of socialism on the doorstep of the Soviet Uniorn




Kingdom of Hungary Turkish Rule Habsburg Rule

Magyars, the first Hungarians, Dttoman Sultan Sulsiman | Maria Theresa, ths first famale
invaded in the ninth cantury dafeated the Hungarian Army at ruier of the Habsburg dominicons,
after migrating from the Ural Mahacs in 526, which the succeeded Charles |l as monarch
Mountain region. They wers nation was divided under Cttoman of Hungary, ushering in 40 yaars of
converted to Christianity by and Habsburg rule. mild reform and domestic

Stephen L. crowned In 1001, stabllity,
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N THE HEART OF EUROPE, Hungary looks to
hoth East and West for trade and culture. Asa
member of the Warsaw Pact, it stands firmly in

the alliznce of socialist states. Yet half of its business
is with non-Communist countries, and its people
have a keen taste for Western styles of living. Perhaps
a million people of Hungarian
stock live in the United States,
maore than 50,000 of whom
fed Hungary following the
1956 uprising that was cruzhed
by the Soviet Union. More
than three million Hungarians
live in neighboring nations,
The Hungarian language is
radically different from major
European tongues, giving its
poets 8 frustrating sense of
isolation. Yet the warmth of
its people is translated into
friendship each year for a
growing number of visitors.

AREA: 53,050 siy kem (35,919 sq mi). POPULATION:
10, 713,000, MAJOR CITIES: Budapest (capitadl, 2,064,000;
Miskole, 209,000 Debrecen. 193,000, LITERACY: 98

% DL FED percent. LIFE EXPECTANCY: 70 vears
w MINE GEOGRAPEY: Mostly flat plains with
= QIL PIPELINE ' hilly regions in the north and west.
o CAMAL  CLIMATE: Temperate. GOVERNMENT]
Communiz! state, ECONOMY?:

. oM N - Pharmaceuticals, transportation
© . ITATUTE MILER sh eculpment, textiles, medical and sclemtific instruments,
B aw B AR LR bauxite, corn, wheal, sunflower oll, sugar beets, wine.
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Napoleonic Era World War | World War Il

Hungarian natiznalism grew in Hungary entered World War | as Hoging to regain lost lands, and
the dacades before 1848, when a part of the expanded Dual defensaless against Nazi Germany,
revolution led by Lajos Kossuth Monarchy. After dafeat In 1918 Hungary anterad the war on the
wan Indepandance. Tsar Hin Tm.LE-d- percent of its Axis side. Soviet forces were
Michalas | of Russia hefped put population and 71 percent of its victarious in 1945; Communist
down the rebellion a year lator. territory Inext map), control was complate by (943,
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Little Pariz on the Danube, as it {5 colorfully described, Budapest has

all the worldly charm of other major European capitals. The hlls of medieval
Buda on the river's west bank, at left, are linked to the elegant botlevards

of more modern Pest on the east by eight graceful bridges. The soaring figure

National Geographic, February 1983
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of the Liberation Monument commemorates the Soviet victory over Nazi
Germiany in 1945, With a fifth of Hungary's population and a host of
coffeshiouses and concert halls, as well as government offices and factories,

the city dominates the cultural, political, and economic life of the nation
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were being strengthened; that the once iron
nand of Communist authorily had been
withdrawn from daitly life, so that vou might
forgetl for days that vou were east, rather
than west, of the iron curtain

When the No streetoir arrived, |1
hopped aboard and rode three stops to the
Parliament Building, a neo-Gothic mass of
<tone raised at the turn of the century, a
remnant of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.
With mv credentials approved, I entered. It
was the first session of the year, and in the
ornate corridors members greeted one an-
other and chatted

Hungaryisasmall country, I was remind-
etd again. Among the members were people |

had met earher, elsewhere: the rabbi, port-
lv, in his varmulke; the Calvinist bishop,
tall, elegant, a gold ring flashing on his left
index finger; the burly boss of the coal mines
near Fecs, well tailored, who paused to re-
call my visit there.

It was, in a way, showcase parliament: It
included a leading sculptor, a leading com-
pazer, leading personalities from a cross sec-
tion of interests, It had, a Western diplomat
lold me, no power and met only a lew davs
cach vear; but, he added, it had Influence n
the lengthier committee hearings, where
proposals designed by the Hungarian So-
cialist Workers' Partv could be discussed
and differing ponts of view expressed

I'n the spotlight of a national
gffort to expand foreign
trade, the [karns bus company,
based in Budapest, has
become one of the world's
largest bus manufocturers. A
worker in a drying chamber
(right) smooths a cooch's
undercoat before final lavers
of paint are applied

Paralleling trends in other
industries, about 35 percent of
the firm's workers are women,
who hold positions from
manager to welder (Teft).

Stylized workers unite (n
a statue oulside the new
tndustrial town of
Dunaijvdros (top left), where
modérn dast furmaces
produce stezl with iron ore
imported from the LS8 R
Hungary relies upon the
Soviet Union for about a
third of its foreign trode,
buying mainly fuel and raw
materials in excharge for
machinery and food

in response to the high cost
af otl and natural-gas tmports,
Hungary plans to burmn more
col At the 2,000-foot-deep
g near the city of
Komtld, miners hend to their
wiorh :!uﬁl.
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A bell sounded and we took our places in
the great chamber. In the center crowched
televizion and still cameramen: next came a
row of tables for ministers; above them were
rowsof seats for parliament members. In the
second row sat Janos Kddar, member of par-
llament, First Secretary of the Hungarnan
~acialist Workers' (Communist) Party

In 1956, amid the uprising, Mr. Kddar
left Budapest; he returned with the Soviet
Army, established a government, and has
led Hungary since. In 19536 manyv called him
a traitor with blood on his hands; today most
Hungarians seem to fear his passing.

Once while 2 minister spoke sbout the
need to reform the legal code—at had grown

too bulky, too arcane—Mr. Kaddr slipped
from his=eat and walked alone down a corri-
dar. Heis 70, above average heaght, netther
fat mor thin, One shoulder seemed shghtly
hunched: he was plainly dressed, almost
nondescripl. There was an aura of power,
but vou might misread it; vou might guess
him to be the boss of asuccessiul agncultural
cooperative

As] watched him disappear down the cor-
ridor, two of the ghosts at my side stirred.
Thevwere the ghosts of twomen: Mr. kadar
had served both, watched them fail, turned
against them. In the relationships, I knew,
lay part of the explanation for Hungary's
present course (Conlinued on page 236







Rocking and rolling in o
Budapest park, some 30,0
teenagers crush towand the
gtage (left) during a
performance by Locomotiv

cone of Hungory's most
popular state-approved
grotps. Screaming and
shouting and dancing on the
grass, the concgrigoers
nevertheless monaged to
[eave the park almost a8 clean
as they found if, thonks
[argely to ondy modes!
amotnts of drugs and
alcohol

Kldri Katona (below)
touches a different chord in
her listeners” hearts

singing-—in a pieasing style

hatfway bebween new wiave
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(Continued from page 251) It wasastory
that unfolded slowly as I crisscrossed Hun-
gary, looking into life today.

NACOLD, DRIZZLY DAY with fog
drifting across the road, I drove to
Gyobr, a city halfway between Buda-
pest and Vienna, and on into the vil-

lage of Gydrdjbarat. I made inquiries until
I located the house of Kéroly and Piroska
Németh.

I had come for a pig killing. In the long
vears before World War 11, Hungary was a
mastly rural country, backward, poor. A pig
killing, with its promise of food, was a great
ceremony, limned by poems and folklore,
That mystique remains. I wanted also to
learn why the markets of Hungary were so
well stocked.

Mr. Németh greeted me with térkdly, a
brandy made from the skins of grapes after
they have been crushed to make wine, A tra-
ditional drink, he said, “to give strength to
pig killers.” While Mrs, Németh got their
three children off to school, Mr. Németh
said that he was a factory worker, and Mrs,
Németh an accountant at the farm coopera-
tive here. Asa member, she received a fami-
Iy farming plot, 0.6 hectares (1.5 acres) and
2,500 kilograms (5,500 pounds) of corn a
vear for fodder. Thev also now had two
mother pigs and seven piglets in their back-
vard, They could sell the animals to the co-
operative, or privately, “We sold 19 piglets
in March,” Mr. Németh said, “to other fam-
iltes, thoze who have no mother pigs. Infact,
that's a good business."”

They owned their house and had rented
out another that they had inherited.

Friends and relatives arrived to help in
the butchering, “All will get a part of the
mest, all will share pork-and-cabbage soup
afterward,” Mrs, Németh said. We went out
inta the cold of the backvard. Men wrestled
the pig onto its side; one cut its throat. When
the pig was dead, the men used a blowtorch
to burn off the bristles, then hung it from a
butchering rack. Pails of water were set to
boiling, the hig cutting table scrubhed.,

Asthe pig was butchered, parts were tak-
en into the basement for further processing.
The bladder was cleaned, to hold “pig
cheeze,” the odds and ends of butchering;
the intestines cleaned to hold sausage; the
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nose and feet set aside to make pig pudding.

While the work went on, Mrs. Németh
invited me back into the house to sample
the fresh pig liver, sauteed in lard, sprinkled
with paprika; fresh brown bread, home-
made wine, But there was more: “Come into
the kitchen, vou must taste the sausage!” It
wasnotyvetsmoked, but rich with the special
musk of freshly killed meat, pungent from
garlic and half a pound of paprika.

And then: "You can’t leave yet, sit down
again. The fresh cutlets are almost ready!”
Mrs. Németh placed on the table steaming
cutlets, pickles, more paprika, more fresh
bread, more homemade wine. No manin all
Hungary ate better that morning,

As1ate, I talked with Mr. Németh. 1 told
him some said that the farmers in Hungary
were better off than city dwellers; that there
were millionaires in this village.

“It is not certain that we have a lot of mon-
ey,” he said, “but we have plentv to eat. We
work hard, from four or five in the morning
until eight in the evening; we have time only
to sleep. But we have meat seven days.”

Later T was told by the farm editor of the
local paper that about half of the pigs in
Hungary—some 420,000—are raized on
such plots. “It 1= good for the state, It has o
furnish no capital, and the pork is produced
cheaply.” The grandiose plans of the past,
when livestock was to be raised exclusively
in huge factory-like builldings, had been
abandoned—at least fora time.

There had been food shortages in Hunga-
ry in the past, when production was too
tightlv controlled, when the incentive to
work did not exist. Now, as one Hungarian
told me, “People are allowed to work, to
make money, and so we have food, the best
in all the socialist world."

O GAIN THE VIEW of a farm man-
ager, | went to Tata, & town nearly 60
kilometers (35 miles) northwest of Bu-
dapest. There I toured the State Farm
of Tata, occupying land once owned by the
old and noble Eszterhdzy family, My host
was Jozsef Vetd, managing director, a man
with a raspv voice and a countrvman's way
of cocking his head as he sizes vou up.
We visited the noisy parts of the farm,
where 28,000 geese lay 900,000 eges a vear
and 7,000 ducks produce 500,000 voung.

National Geographic, February 1983




then the quiet parts, the 1,000 hectares of
lakes where carp are bred, and 1,200 hect-
ares of wheat and corh, the latter vielding a
notable eight metric tons per hectare,

Butin Hungary's quest to earm money and
fully utilize labor, the farm had branched
out: It held also a small plastics factory, a
huntng preserve [requented by wealthy
Italians and West Germans, a riding school
that drew a stream of Austnian tournsts

In the riding school's stable, smelling rich-
Iv of horses and hay gnd still bearing on its
fireplace the coatof armsof the Eszterhazys,
we lalked of changes on Hungary's farms

“We used to have a verv strict svstem,”
Mr. Vetd said. “Ministries in Budapest de-
termined the number of geeése or ducks or
w hatever the farm should have, and we had
sometimes véry low prices. The more we
produced, the greater the loss on the farm

“Then the approach changed. Now we
work out the annual plan on the farm. There
15 some review by the higher authorities,
but verv rarely will they suggest some
change. And there is no interference at all
during the vear

“And now it is important to gain
profit. The profit is divided be-
tween the state and the farm, with
a part going to the workers as bo-
nuses. So people use their minds,
thelr brains, ™

There was another change. Mr
Vetd, I discovered, was not a
member of the party. “Nem, I'm
not a member. Ah, God knows
why. When [ wasthe deputv to the
general manager, I did not join
MNow that I am the general manag-
er, 1 think I'm too old.

“When this social svstem was
introduced, the point was to ap-
point peaple to top positions who
were traditionally leaders of the
working-class movement, WVery
loval Communists, And the actoal
level of training was not that
important

“Nowadavs it 15 more important that vou
are a good expert in yvour field, and a good
manager,” Mr. Vetd, it was clear, was one
such good expert.

The small city of Esztergom lies on the
Danube 40 miles upriver from Budapest:

Hungary: A Different Commuinism

The river here marks the border with
Czechoslovakia. Tt 15 a place 1o pause, to
seek perspective, Near here, in Roman
times, the emperor-philosopher Marcus
Aurelius wrote his Medifations, among
them: *Time 18 a sort of river and strong
1= its current; no sooner i= a thing brought to
sight than it is swept by and another takes its
place, and this too will be swept away.” And
a0 the Romans were swept away

I'he Magvarzarrived late in the ninth cen-
tury, and here in the 11th their first Chris-
tian King, St. Stephen, was crowned,; herg
Mongol invaders of the 13th century failed
to take the city's fortress; here in the 16th
century came the conguering Turks, who
ritled much of Hungary for 150 vears; and
here thereafter, under the Habsburgs of
Austria, arose the fine baroque houses, the
churches, and ecclesiastical buildings that
give the town its present character.

Eszterpom 15 called Hungary's Vatican:
its great cathedral holds treasunes of gold
chalices, embroidered vestments, the tombs
of the archhishops. 1 wondered: When the
river of time brought Communism, what

Tapping the talents of handicapped
workers, the Rormaring flower
coaperative outside Budapest has
ploneered @ URLJUe AIFINg program

In hopes of broadening thetr
opportunities, it has filled its gocounting
department with 50 disabled people
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was the effect on the Catholic Church,
which had once claimed two-thirds of Hun-
oary's people as communicants ?

N THE PALACE OF the cardinal pri-
mate, 1 talked with Father Pal Cséfal-
vay, director of the museum. He said
there were no statistics on church mem-

bership; answers could not be precise.

*Religious commitment i= growing a bit
stronger in urban areas; materialistic trends
are stronger in the rural areas than thev used
to be."” Here there was an adequate number
of candidates for the seminary.

As for government policy; “The first sec-
retary, Janos Kadar, said he is not bothered
if someone goes to church in his free time, or
eoes to see a soccer match in his free time; the
important matter i that someone should
work well after doing so0."

The church runs eight secondary schools
in Hungary, six for bovs, two for girls.
“They are not free, and so the parents bear
an extra burden, As for the state primary
schools, it is not forbidden to have religious
instructions if the parents so wish. The in-
struction may be in the morning before the
first class,; or after the last. In some places,
very many students attend these instruc-
tions; in other places, not so many.”

The priest saw a positive sign in this ar-
rangement. “It i= not explicitly stated, but
theére 1s an implication in this that makes us
feel that we are somehow urged to go on with
our religious mstructions, to put a good im-
pact on the children in schools, to have them
under a good influence.™

But there was a ghost in this place, the
ghosl of 2a man who once dwelt here, Jozsef
Cardinal Mindszenty. His bitter resistance
to Communism had made him a martyr, He
died in exile in Viennain 1975

“Forsuré he had some good qualities,” the
priestsaid. *He was very strongly protecting
the rights of the church, but he also tried to
defend political positions that did not exist
any longer. He did not recognize a republic;
he called himself prince primute, a title from
the Habsburg kings; and he thought of him-
self as the foremost ‘baron’ of the country

“He expected evervbody to become amar-
tyr like himzelf. But it was not naturally de-
sired bv evervone, nor by the polibcal
sititation, norby  (Continued on page 245}
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Do-it-yourself house building 1s o
common pastime in Hungarv, both in
suburban neighborhoods (above) and
in the countryside. Private construction
in 1982 accounted for 60 percent of the
nation’s new housing, including homes
butlt by controctors and apartments
put up by construction cooperatives

In the village of Szigliget, fomily and
friends of Béln Kovdes (right) pass
bullding blocks hand o hand. It will
take the Kovdes family more than two
years to finish the new house, which
will stand next to that of Béla’s mother.

National Geographic, February 1953
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Chitperforming the rest of
the Soviet bloc, Hungary's
furms bring in bumper

craps of grain under @ svatem
of loose cortdrols unlike amy
ather i the Commumnise
world, Managers of the
nation 'y 130 state farms
follow production

putdelings, but chairmen of
the 1360 cooperatives rhuot
cultivate 80 percent of the
farmland are left largely on
their own to show a profit for
their members. The results
have been rewarding. While
mast BEastern BEuropean
nationsimport foodstuffs,
Hungurion agricultire
contributes nearly a fourth
af the country s exports.,

.-"I-a'l'urrlx' coaperatives have
diversifivd tnto light industry
such as plastics

muanifactire or tre
retreading. Such nitiotive
can i important to thitr
profitability since, though
S0ME conporaiives receive
rechnicol advice and
financinl aid from the state.
thoey mist purchdse their
oWt supplies arnd equipment.







Entrepreneurial fever grips nearly

evervone in the countryvside after the

._f._1_-.".:'- wiork 15 finisned at stote forms
or cooperatives. In a field near
Kishunféle :_[-.-[1.1:|: i member of the Lenin

ErEiive BOW'E COomrm Wiiln a

homemuade planter on the small portion

set aside for his private use (above)

To supplement income, a housewifs
in Zdkdnyszék (left) raises nutrias in her
backyard to sell to furriers, ana a I!Z'-"_".'
outside Szezed (right) heips narvest

¥ i 1 T e 3 1 -
beets from his family's private plot

National Geographic, February [9R3




Hon fomielies heep

At least 1.5 T
such private gardens or raise thelr own
animals. On these small parcels they
manage to rawe half of all the pigs. o
third of the beef and dairy cattle, 70
nercent of the poultyy, half of the fruit
artd wing grupes, and 40 percent of the
vegetables—in all, abo
gverything produced

Private plots

il fact, that life [nsome villa

said to be the most comfortable—and

He—in the countr
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Fit for a queen;: The Dhdsgvdr costle
it thee outskirts of Miskole (right) wis
e scene of roval hunting parties
during the I4th and T5th cenfurics, when
If wias nown s the gueen's castie. JCis
row used on suwmmer evenings for open
air concerts of classical music, jazs,
and gperettas

A commercial center since the Middle
Ages. Misholc is the nation’s second
largest city, with a population of
209,000, Expansion of its heavy (ndustry
it recent decades has created mew
urgency for additional housing. In
response the state has erected strings
of prefabricated apartment projects,
background, lthe those going up all
over Huneory

T'o get away from it all for o while
many apartment dwellers Reep o garden
in the nearby countryside. Outside the
city of Gyor in western Hungary, Ldszid
and Agnes Csontos {abowve) taste th
vear's vintage, They also grow peaches,
I..'|'.It"! & and énough veretablas for thorr
whole ramily ona plot with a finy
weekend house for sleeping, "It's a good
place to relax,” Ldszlo soys. "We come
out every day after work and on most
weekernds in summer, Chur granddaughter

. = b k. e (N 3
soves [o play in tRe garden

wafional Geographic, February [V83
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(Conttnued from page 240)  the policies of
the church itself. Of course, anvone who is
religious fears the withering away of Cathol-
icism, but there are many ways one can act
irr this situation. To be very stiff, just to re-
ject everything: That is not the only way.”™
And so, as the perception of Janos Kadar
has changed over the vears, =0, in the minds
of some, has the perception of Jozsef Minds-
zenty, prince primate, baron, martyr.

HE JOURNALIST and [ satina hotel
dining room by the Danube. Through
the curtains passershy outside ap-
peared as silhouettes, spectral. *You
could call me a survivor,” he said. He had
been a member of the Communist Party in
1956; in the midst of the uprizing he found
himself in the Parliament Building, a func-
tionary of the government of Imre Nagy,

I pressed him: Why did Nagy, a Commu-
nist, declare Hungary neutral and ask the
United Nations to help get the Russians out?
“He was desperate, all else had falled.” And
who was in the streets? Who had the guns?
Who led them? What did they want? Exact-
lv what happened’

“To this day. my friends and I spend
hours digging up every little detail, 5till, we
don't understand what happened. It was so
quick. Perhapsif it had taken more time, we
could see what really happened. Power to-
tally collapsed, All this in just a few days!”

He remembeéred the time after the revaolt
had been suppressed. “Strange things were
happening. Some came back from arrest,
others didn't. Ministers seemed to come
back from the earth. I didn't join the party
again. 1 had some difficult yvears, employ-
ment problems.”

Why didn’t he rejoin the partyF A silence,
then: “Some who were executed were party
members, Perhaps that is one reason.”

Among the party members executed was
Imre Nagy, the man he had served. Nagy
was o thickset man with a farmer's mus-
tache and a schoolmaster's pince-nez. The
ghost of Nagy was often with me, especially
as I walked in Budapest. He had liked to
stroll the boulevards, boutonniere in place,
responding to the greetings of admirers. He
was a Kindly man, popular.

Another who had been in the Parliament
Building, serving under Nagy, was Janos
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Kddar, until he slipped away to the Russian
side. In Eastern Europe, Mr. kadar could
clearly see, good intentions and popularity
are not enough.

But there was another ghost in this mat-
ter, & man whose name 1 would hear from
time to time in Hungary, spoken as if a ver-
bal charm, to ward off the return of evil: R4-
kosi. Matvas Riakosi was, some remember, a
dumpy little man with a moon face, always
drezsed in the regulation black suit and sil-
ver tie, always accompanied by two men,
each with a hand in his pistol pocket.

Rakosi came to power with the Russian
Army after World War I1, He destroyed op-
position parties bit by bit, “like slicing sa-
lami." Then he proceeded to oppress his
fellow Hungarians: “If the doorbell rang af-
ter ten in the evening, vou were terrified.”
Theterror, the oppresszion helped inspire the
events of 1956. Among those who zerved
Rikosi, and who were jailed by him and in
jail tortured, was Jinos Kadidr. There were
lessons to be drawn.

Isatinalarge book-lined office in the Par-
linment Building. The man opposite had
been an orphan, raised in institutions; once
he had wanted only to read poetry, Now he
was a deputy prime minister, 8 member of
the politbure, soon to be secretary of the cen-
tral committee. His grayving hair was swept
backward, hizs nose prominent, his shoul-
ders stooped as if weighted by more than a
single lifetime of experience.

“T have no personal reasons to say that
what happened before 1956 could be por-
traved in clean colors,” Gyorgy Aczél said.
He had spent more than five vedrs in prison.

Hiz perceptions of the events that led to
the uprising:

“There was a group of leaders who mis-
used the name of the Communist Party and
made several faults by misusing that name.
There were brutal deeds attributed to these
people, and I would state that the Hungar-
ian people in 1956 were disappointed not
because of socialism but because of these
brutal distortions, ™

In Mr. Aczél's view the revolt had been
started by voung people wishing to reform
the Communist Party, then was seized by
peaple wishing to overthrow the socialist
system. And <o it was crushed. This is the
view taught in schoolbooks.

National Geographic, February 1983




What had he learned in prisons “That 1t
i= impossible to make a people happy if it is
against their will; an ideology should not be
one to subject o people to tests and experi-
ments. So it is our conviction that this sys-
tem is to be built without unnecessary blood,
sweat, and tears; we have to make
peaple happy, not force them. ™

BEGAN with marrow soup,

g0 rich and peppérv it had to

be eaten with slices of thick

brown toast; then I addressed
the house specialty. Hungaran
beefsteak, smothered in tomatoes,
onions, paprika. My host, Jozsef
Hajydd, watched with interest,
now and then refilling my glass
with a white wine from the Lake
Ralaton region. Jozsef and his
wife, Marika, operate the restau-
rant Aranvhid (Golden Bridge) as
a contract restaurant. It is an ex-
ample of the individual enterprise
that is now encouraged m Hun-
eary, | wanted to learn a little of
how it worked.

Tazsef told me that the restaurant was
owned by the state catering company of
south Buda, which aperates about 160 res-
taurants and coffechouses. “They decided to
rent out some to emplovees who had worked
a long time with such companies. My wife
and I had done so. There was a down pay-
ment, and monthly payvments. We can buy
food and drink supplies anvwhere.”

The hours are long, but the results satisfv-
ing. “Before we took over the restaurant, it
offered just beer, some warm sandwiches
Now we have a kitchen, offer & wide vari-
ety, evervthing cooked to order. And belore,
the restaurant was open only to 10 p.m.;
now it 13 open to midnmight or éven 4 a. m.,
just @s long as people stay.”

Now their goal was to build & large out-
side terrace: “If we get it, we will get tourist
contracis, and then we will succeed!”

After testing individual enterprise in res-
taurants, the government allowed it in other
areas, such as computer software

And so one fine spring day 1 talked with
Lisrzlé Barthd, 37, who had the slightly
anxious expression of any man with a
wife and two children who is planning to

Hungarv: A Different Communism

In her dreams a young Gypsy, Gizello
Bogddn, travels far from her village near
the Yugoslav border to the world af

high fashion she finds in magazines. A
tough people with a footloose past,
Hungary's 320,000 Gypsies are slowly
being drawn into the rest of societ)y.
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abandon a certain salary for the risks of
entreprencurship,

In lieu of a card he presented me with a
freshly printed sheet of stationery. It read:
"DATACOM, Szamitastechnika [Comput-
er Technology].” He said there were three
other partners in the company, that their chi-
ents were state-owned enterprises, from the
largest software house to small businesses.
“We have about ten vears’ experience in the
field, a lot of connections. Some companies
advertise; we have not felt the need.”

He cited an example: “"One large-scale
state company got in trouble with a con-
tract. It needed a packaged program in one
month, a verv short deadline. No one want-
ed the job. They came to us.”

While building their business, the part-
ners hold onto thetrold jobs. The company's
business is handled “after work, on the
weekends, whenever there is time. But it's
impossible to go on like this always. One
must choose,

“It's a little bit dangerous. The future is
hopeful. We do not know if there will be
changes, and if 20, in what direction. But the
company is useful and good, and in it I feel
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that I am truly responsible for what 1 do.”
In the 19530s Hungary utilized a classic so-
cialist economic svstem, one patterned on
that of the Soviet Union in the 1930s and
'40s. This was successful in turning an agri
cultural country into an industrial nation
But by the beginning of the 1960s, results di-
minished, “We realired,” one economist
satd, “that it we wanted to continue the ¢co
nomic development of our country, we had
to change our methods
S0 in 1968 the state introduced the New
Fconomic Mechanism, g setof rulesthatton
degree decentralized planning and control
reinstated the profit motive, allowed the
functioning of supply and demand, and per-
utted accomulation of individual wealth
“1think our svstem 15 unique,” the econog
mist said. “And the reason is that our posi-
tion in the socialist bloc ts unique. Almaost 50
percent of our national income is based on
torelen trade. S0 we are obliged to have o
very elastic, very flexible svstem.”™

LUK 1in natural resources, save [orits
good earth and bauxite, Hungan
must import (petroleum, natural gas
automobiles). To pay for those im
ports, it must export (pharmaceuticals, bus
es, axles, salami, wheat, alumina). About
half the trade is with nonsocialist nations

In the scramble for forelgn earnings Hun-
gary vigorously seeks joint enterprises with
Western companies and searches for new
markets. The French and Italians like ver
much the taste of white rabbits? Well, send
them 40 millon dollars” worth a vear, Send
them also doves, pigeons, goose liver

Does the world seek new novelties? Send
it a4 rather curious tov, the Bubik's Cube

[ caught up with Ernd Rubik at the Acad-
emy of Applied Arts in Buda, where heis a
professor (page 235), I had read somewhere
Lhat he had created the cube &5 4 tool to help
his students; [ expected an old, kindly, pos
sibly distracted gentleman. Instead 1 found
a 38-vear-old father of two, of moderate
height, with a finely wrought face, qguick
eves, clad i brown slacks and sweater and
pen-necked shirt. In the cabin of a jethner,
where he is often found nowadayvs, vou
might mistake him for & French entrepre
IO, |_‘-l_|:,|.[||i. L) O ,r.|'1.l|'|'. = "'I‘I.E I'Illji."]-i:'.

[ asked if indeed he had developed his

Doing battle to protect @ national

treasure, & helicopter sprays a vineyard
of the northeast, where raisinlithke gszu
grupes are grown to produce a world
famols sweet wine, Praised by Volfuire
and cherished by Peter the Great, Tokad
(lofay) wines reflect the skills of nine
centuries of vintners

ina dank celiar of the state winery df
Eger, wine master Jdnos Arvai (right)
draws @ sgmple of J:..,"I'I. Sihaver, catled
bull's blood for its velver color and potent
kick I"l'l_-'.-.ll.f-:l wings are also made in

the hills above Lake Balaten
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Refreshing their apirits after a long day of picking hops destined for a brewery
in Budapest, a farm couple unpack a little supper. The standard of living in
rural areas has steadily improved since the end of World War [I, when the
Comrmunisrs dismantled a feudal-like system of lorge estates. Today every villoge
i8 said to have electricity, thowgh not every farmhouse has if,
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cube as ateaching aid. "Everything a teach-
¢r does is related to the teaching process.”
But a teacher is human like evervone else,
and he creates for himself as well as for oth-
ers. "I could sav the reason I started o be ac-
tive in this field is simply myv own character.
You could say it grew out of my profession. |
am an architect and an interior designer.”

Of his earnings imore than 30 million
cubes have thus far been produced) he
would only say: “In my case, which would
characterize the situation of other inventors
also, I get a certain share of the sales, Of
course, in the case of the cube, which is so
popular, the profit is quite large.”

Yes, he has other ideas, new ones, and is
pursuing them. Among them a book.

OMETIMES, in Hungaryv, a sense of
tragedy sneaks up on yvou, I was visit-
ing the bauxite mines near Tapolca
when an official led me proudly into

the miners social and educational center. It
was a fine new buillding with classrooms,

meeting rooms, & hbrary, and an audito
rium. Something about the auditorium
seemed odd. It was, the official said, previ-
ously a synagogue; the new part of the build-
ing had been built around it. All over
Hungary svnagogues now serve such pur-
poses, In them, if vou have an imagination,
yvou may hear a terrible cry

In 1944 German and Hungarian Nazis
rounded up 600,000 Jews and shipped them
to concentration camps and death. Today
pernaps 20,000 Jews remain cutside Buda-
pest: not enough to keep the rural svna-
gogues anve; only enough, perhaps, to
muster the required ten Jewizh men for ser-
vices In a praverhouse. So the syvnagogues
were sold, for uses deemed appropriate.

The Jews of Budapest were luckier. Their
total destruction in the ghetto was frustrat-
ed. Two days before a final effort by the Na-
zis 10 e¢liminate them all, the Soviet Army
fought its way into the city, Mrs. Hona Sei-
fert, secretary-general of the Central Board
of Hungarnan Jews, was then a voung girl,
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cowering in a cellar with 84 other people.
She remembers the cellar door opening. the
terrible tear that it was a Fascist Riller, then
the appearance of a voung Russian soldier.

Mrs. Seifert poured kosher shivovitz,
clear and clean tasting, into glasses. She is
4 short woman, stout now, energy un-
diminished. “We have in Budapest 30 syna-
gogue: and praverhouses; ours s now Lhe
greatest Jewish community in middle Eu-
rope. Perhaps 80,000 strong. We have a hos-
pital with 200 beds, three old-age homes, a
kindergarten, a school, two day-care cen-
ters, and a kosher kitchen to prepare food for
older people who cannot shop or cook for
themselves. And we have the Jewish Theo-
logical Seminary, a century old, the only
such zchool remaining in Eastern or middle
Europe. It has 18 students; three from the
Soviet Union, one from Crechoslovakia, one
from the German Democratic Republic.”

The cost for all these was met by contribu-
tions {rom the state, intérnational Jewish or-
ganirations, and the Jewish community.

Mrs. Seifert led me into the main syna-
gogue, built in 1859 in Moornsh style; the
museum adjoining it, its most eloguent ob-
ject asmall simple cloth, six pointed, vellow;
and the small garden behind it, another
Nam legacy, a mass grave, “There are, |
think, 3.500 buried there,"” she said.

With that background the present ap-
peared good. The renaissance, she said, be-
gan after 1956. “Then Mr. Kiddr said that
in our time it is not interesting whether
somebody has written the name of God with
a capital letter or with a small letter. 1t is not
interesting if somebody is an atheist or reli-
mous. What is important is to build together
the country,

“And after this began a new life. "

Bv all rights, some sav, the Hungarians
should not be in Hungary at all; if their lan-
pufige 1= incomprehensible to their neigh-
bars, if their history has been problematic, it
is their own doing. Where had they come
from? 1 tatked with Dr. Péter Veres of the
Ethnographical Institute of the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences. He jabbed a finger at
& large map of the Soviet Union.

“Here is the place, just east of the Urals, in
western Siberia: New evidence places it
east, not west, of those mountains. The
region was then a pine forest, the people

Hungary: A Different Communism

hunters and fishermen. They were a mix
of Caucasian and Mongoloid, They are now
called the Finno-Ugric people.

"Some of those people migrated north.
Some became the Finns, while smaller
groups settled across the northern part of
what is now the Soviet Union. There, per-
haps 25 ethnic groups still speak Finno-
Ugric languages. Some live a very archaic
life. Some are hunters and fishermen and
also deal in reindeer breeding. We siudy
them, to find out about our own past.

“Between the 12th and 10thcenturiesB.C.
a change of climate took place in western Si-
beria. The groundwater began to rise, the
area became a sort of marsh, and the people
had to move, The ancestors of the Hungar-
ians moved south. They abandoned their
life as hunters and fishermen and became a
pastoral people, always in movement.
Gradually, overaperiod of 2,000 years, they
moved to the west, arrving here in the
vear 896."

HAT REMAINS of the old cul-
ture? “Elements in our folkloric
music, Our skill at husbandry, And,

there are old people alive today who
remember shamanism-—how certain peo-
ple, when they hecame shamans, could cure
illness, could locate lost or stolen goods,
could find the answers to problems. "

And there was the language, the language
that binds Hungarians together. Only 15
million people in the world speak 1t, the
nearly 11 million within Hungary, some
four million outside—among them perhaps
two million in Romania, 800,000 in Czecho-
slovakia, 800,000 in Yugosiavia.

ltisanirony that after World War l, when
Hungary regained its independence for the
firsttime in themodernera, it lost by atreaty
71 percent of its territory, much of its popu-
lation. Those lost people remain in the con-
sciousness of the Hungarians. Especially
those in Romania: “They are badly treated, ™
I was told more than once.

But there were life-affirming memaories 1
would take from Hungarv. Iliked the street-
cars, three little cars in tandem, bright vel-
low, darting this way, that way, like goldfish
in a row; the Bikk Mountains, lilliputian,
with forests, castles, pine smells, and then
vouareoutofthem. Iliked Gypsymusicians,
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Millions of sun lovers
come gach summer to Lake
Balaton fabowve) from all
over Europe to swim, sail, or
nest soak up a tan by a
log-cabin-style tent (1eft).
The number of totrists
vistting Hungary has doubled
during the past decads to
more than ten million (n
1981, 85 percent from
goctalist notions such as
Czechoslovakia and East
Germany, Winter sports are
popular in the Bkl
Mountains of the northecst,
where a shiing family
(right) takes a break fora
bite of hot lurch.




but vou must be lingering over wine and with
frrends (and perhaps two of those friends are
falling in love: he will mve her earrings, she
will have her ears pierced). Iliked the voung
Budapest couple's flat on Molnar Street, the
ald-fashioned windows; the boarder who
uncorked plum brandy from his father's
house in Yugoslavia; the old lady who hived
alone and came ecach day just Lo sit guietly
and hear voices and s0 hold on to life.

1like Hungarian poetry, the way it evokes
the mystery of the land, and the wayv tragedy
runs through it as rivers, creeks, and rivu-
lets of rain run through the land itself. [ like
its devii-take-the-hindmost defiance. [he
poet Attila Jozsef shocked his university
teachers in the early 1900 but later won the
hearts of his countrymen with this bold chal-
lenge to life, its blows, its demands:

Withoul father without mother
without God or homeland etther
withoul cvib or coffin-cover

without kisses ova lover . .
Even on journeys with only pleasure in

mind, 1 found more ways that individual
enterprise 1s harnessed in Hungary. | went

o B

b Bl
'l ‘wl.ww AAAAAAF AAAANAT A

[ deid jr fI 11; a: mimmu i1

to the Tokaj wine region in the northeast,
where the Great Hungarian Plain meets
the Carpathian Mountans, The southern
slopes of these mountains have been culti-
vated for the grape since medieval times.

One old cellar, 2, 700 meters of labyrinth.
held 6,000 barrels; 1 sampled from 14. The
wines varied from clear, sharp new ones o
sweet, old, brownish ones, some made with
raisinlike aszd grapes. As Lsipped, very con-
tenitedly, & wine company official told me
that about half of the vinevards were in pri-
vate hands, with 14,000 owners. Grapes re-
qguire intensive seasonal work, he said. But
the owners can call on relatives and friends
at the harvest; they are all inspired by the
prafit motive to relentlessly pursue the de-
manding handwork

On the way back to Budapest I stopped at
another famous wine-producing center,
Eger. Inthe little limestone valley where the
caves cluster, I chose one at random: per-
haps because the vintner, standing at its en-
trance, appeared rough cut, the cave simple.

As he drew the wine, the vininer talked of
business. “It's good. I sell to the Hilton.” He
pointed out across the valley to the caves
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opposite. “I've just bought a cellar there for
my daughter—180,000 forints [$4,800].
We'll open it soon. We'll have food, stuffed
cabbage and such, and even beautiful
totlets!

“Listen, 1've just bought a fourth vine-
vard. I have a nice hame, a bicvele. 'm 61, a
retired factory worker, but I have a lifel

“Here,” he said, pulling from a paper bag
homemade sausage, a zlab of fat bacon,
bread, and a knife. (Glasses were refilled.

Bv now I knew the ritual: As we cut into
the sausage, drank the local wine, it seemed
a secular sacrament, commemorating life,
prospects

T TIMES 1 was confused: Here was &

country governed by Communistis,

adopting aspects of Western capital-

ism and Western socialism, and all

the while wrapping the reforms in veils of

Marxist dialectic. I wondered if a sociologist
might help clarify matters.

I called on Dr. Elemér Hankiss, director
of the Center for Value Sociology in Buda-
pest, He is a voungish man, spare in body,
quick in word and movement. He had taken

Shoulder to shoulder with the
highest ranking Soviet officer
in Hungary, third from left,
leading military and governmiétit
afficials salute the vear's new
afficer corps at a Constitution
Dy ceremorty

Since the unsuccessful revolt
af 1956, when Sovier tanks rolled
into Budapest, the party-
controlied government has
strictly supported the Soviet
U'mign in foreign policy, even
as it experiments with social
reforms af home

With four Sovief divisions
stationed in thetr country, many
Hungarians are worried that
unrest in Poland may upset their
relations with Moscow

A chalked heart (rightl on a
Budapest wall—still pocked by
the gunfire of 27 vears ago—
symbolizes the feeling that, no
mutter what, Life will go on.

part in the events of 1956, and then spent a
vearin jail. There he learned, he said, “not
to be afraid. In Eastern Europe the person
whao learns this has learned the most impor-
tant thing. Then one indeed is free.™

And today? “A kind of game is plaved in
this countrv. Evervbody knows the rules,
what he can do, what he can accept for
what, And this is more or less working. It
has been working for the past 20 vears.”

Theére were at least two results. Une
edged on politics.

“We have a kind of slowly developing plu-
ralism. There are special-interest groups,
agrarian and industrial lobbies, the cooper-
ative farms and those in the second or pri-
vate economy, and so on. And they have a
numberof ways of protecting their interests.
All behind the scenes.”

And there was an important sociological
result, a sort of healing. “Before World War
II we had very strong class identities. After
that war these identities were destroved,
consciously and surgically, by the Commu-
nist Party at that time. Evervbody was mor-
tified and bhumiliated. If you were a small
landholder, vou were called an oscillating
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peasant: if vou were an intellectual, vou
were called a servant of fascism. And so in-
stedard of these old identities, a kind of feeling
of guilt was substituted. A shillful strategy,

“With the prospenty, the growing econo-
my of the past 20 vears, thereis aslow grow-
ing of good feeling about ourselves, a sort of
wdentity. We have begun to feel mavbe we
can achisve something, and these feelings
have been growing very quickly in the past
three or four vears.™

OCTIOLOGISTS WORK from data;
poets and writers from intuition,
memories, perceptions, as if trying to
seize reality from same ether. They

complement one another, The taxi dropped
me at No. 9 Jozsethegyi Street on Rose Hill,
long the most fashionable neighborhood in
Budapest. An older woman let me inte o
house crammed with books. Gyula ITlves,
80, the mostdistinguished living Hungarian
writer, appeared, a man with a kindly face
and some signs of recent iliness,

Caltes were brought, wine opened,

Mr. Hivés began publishing his poems
in the 1920s. He is not a Communist, never
has been; he calls himself a leftist, a
revolutionary.

He spoke of how the Magvars had come
long ago on horseback and under romantic
circumstances, and how Hungarians have
concluded from this that thev are a coura-
geous people, very brave, with hot tempers.
But for him, “the genuine quality of the
Hungarian people is that they are able to
work, if they have a chance to do that, and if
they can work freely.”

Az for today: “The most characteristic
feature of the situation nowadavs i< thal
Hungarin citirens can legally leave the
countrv. Not immediatelv, but if one would
viery much like to leave, one could get an of-
ficial passport within a relatively short peri-
oid. and one can come back. So there 1= not
any feeling that we are closed in. For vou
perhaps it i= not 30 easy to understand what
this means here in central Edrope

“And I could be on a train and have a con-
versation, The other passenger may dis-
agree, and may savso, butitisinconceivable
that he would leave the train at the next stop
and request the police to come. It is just im-
possible to imagine that. 5o there s a feeling
of freedom,

“And, in relation to this, the leading strata
of the society somehow have adjusted to the
taste of the inhabitants of this country, They
have a rather modest attitude and a modest
way of life. For instance. Janos Kadir lives
in a house nearby, The garden does not be-
long to him, and the house itself has three
rooms anly."

The future? “The small people always de-
pend on the big powers.”

WAS a bright, sunny day. The noses of
the traffic in the city below arrived on
Rose Hill only as a murmur: You could
hear the songs of birds, the voices of an
old man and his grandson carried by the
breeze, 1 decided to walk down to the city.

What do the Hungarians think in their
heart of hearts? Would they prefer, as one
Western diplomat sugrested, to be like Aus-
triz, neutral, free of bonds to East or West? 1
don't know. Perhaps in a small country in
the middle of Europe with powerful neigh-
bors, one deals with realities. while wishes
atraphy. 1 do know that most Hunganans
believe their life to be " not bad": much better
than before, better than that of their socialist
neighbors. But I know also that two ques-
tions hang like specters over those with
memories: “Will there be war? What will
happen after Kadarr™

The first question is universal, the second
Hungarian. While Communism wears a
humanistic face in Hungary today, the clas-
sic party apparatus of control remains in
nlace, to be taken in hand and wielded by
another Rakosi, should one arise. And, as
one former Communist told me, “the next
chapter will be written in Moscow,™ We
quickened our steps, the ghosts and 1, down
Rose Hill [

Laid-back cowbaoy of Hungarnon legend, today's csikds displays his mastery of
horses mainly at tourist shows like this one—though it's not clear in this case
whether he's resting or bemg rested on, Their history has helped moke
Hungarians a pragmatic people who make the best of what life gives them.
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bElRUT-

Sidewalk gossip returns to west Beirut
after Israel’s invasion last summer,
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UP FROM THE RUBBL

as workers clear older debris left from the height of Lebanon’s civil
war —one of many scars in a city trying hard to heal its wounds.
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HERE IS TIME TO DREAM now,
for the nights here are no longer fitful
with the sound of rifle fire—to dream of
a healing and a rebuilding of this city of
Beirut where, after eight vears of fight-
ing, there is little left, not even the jasmine
that perfumed 1ts springtimes of peace

N ane knows for certain how many died
during those years, A figure of 20,000 has
been cited, and that may not be far off. As
many as 40,000 children are believed to have
been orphaned, The damage to property is
incalculable (surveys set phyvsical damage to
west Heirut hospitals alone;, during the
[sraeh siege last summer,
at nearby 35 million dol-
lars), Lebanon, the once
gentle land where com-
promise wis the covenant
for survival, lies gravely
wounded, perhaps never
o recover, certainly nev-
¢rto be completely free of
the scars of the savagery
unleashed here

Butwhilethe fateof the
nation s sovereignty re-
mains clouded with un-
certainty, there is hope
now that Beirut can rise
from the rubble. The
waork has started and, if it
% to be successful, it will
g0 on for a decade and
cost hillions of dollars,

Plans to rebuiled the city were first drafted
in 1977, when many thought the war and de-
struction had ended. The fighting and kill-
ing resumerd, however, and the blueprints
were rolled up and packed away, memuora-
bitia of wishiul thinking. It was a time when
a government [unctionary could ask: “Why
hasn't the world wept for Lebanon? [t weeps
lor Poland and for [reland, but not for Leba-
non. Maalesh |never mind], 1 think it is too
late now. "

Of coursé, the world did come to weep{for
L.ebanaon.

“No tonks allowed " sign veos amended
by Terpeli troops to recdd T Damur,”a
town whore the PLO) and allies slew some
W) Christion civilians tn 1876,

Those who knew Beirut a dozen vears
ngo, when it was grand and wicked without
malice-—were they not saddened unto tears?
To come to the blackened, charred remains
of the Hotel 51, Georgesand see inthe mind’s
gve the onetime grundeur of that place by
the sea? To find the old sugs, once aglitter
with heavy gold and the sheen of fine silks,
reduced to sphintered wood and shards of
glassy To share, even briefly, the linger-
ing anguish of the Leéebanese who counted
¢ach day of those eight vears as a test for per-
connl survival, and to mourn old frends
who fatled the test?

>0 much was lost dur-
ing those wears, since
the time when Heirut
touched the Arab world
with glamour and sophis-
tcation. The city plaved
faris of the Middle East,
and playved it well, for
Lebanon was a mandat-
el creation of the French.
And that's the way it was
until Aprl 13, 1975

Lo that Sunday Pierre
Gemavel, leader of the
Phalangist Partyin Leha-
non and a Maronite
Catholic, was attacked
by Palestinians while at-
tending dedication ser-
vices for a new church in
Beirut. He escaped with
his life, but his bodyveuard and several oth-
ers were killed. In retalintion, & group of his
followers, members of the Phalangmst mili-
tia, only hours later stopped 8 bus carrving
mostly Palestinians and killed 27. Thus be-
gan the war that would devastate this small
nation before 1t reached 1ts 40th vear of
idependence

By custom, Lebanon has a4 Maronite
Catholic president, a Sunni Muslim prime
minister, and a Shiite Muslim speaker of the
house, For many vears this ecumenical sort
of politics (Continyed on page 271 )

The Grreen Ling has grown into its neme. Wory of minegs, two men (nspect ovgrgrowmn
Rue de Damos on the demorcation strip that hod dovided Chrstion east Berrut and
pdustom west Betrut stnee 1276, when oovil war raged, trigeered partly by resident Pol-

estinie Libérgtion Chrganization (PLO) fAghters. Then last June, [sroel invaded to expel
the PLO, whose withdraowal effectively erased the Green Line.
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War-torn
city binds
its wounds

Battered home of &
million Lebanese; a
third of the nation,
Beirut became a Middle
East battleground

in 275 after dozens
of rival political parties
aligned themsalves
into two armed camps,
divided aver the
T""m of the PLO.

H?H-E‘rrm'l‘.rnupi

antered to

a takenver ﬂ'm PLO

and ks Lebanese

supparters. The Syrians

later awitched sides,
Last Tall Syrian,

PLO, and lsraeli troops

withdrew from Borut

but taok up pasitions

in the countryside.
In the &

hoatilties an estimated

B0 000 psmp-le have
died. Some 400 00O
Palestinian refugees
remain in Lebanon.
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" evacuation of PLO Tighte
the disarming ufﬂ!ullh
militias last Fall, ' [
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Charting a néw course in o podfical president and then assassinated

raedstron frestdent  Amin Gemavel

(abowve) seehs to reconstruct and umpy nis [ehanese tradition direct 2a g
country as weall as strenethen the Lebanese FLOTL COPTTOTE LEE COmmmtiniyes e
Army. snce the (ate 19605 the armm Hod iz a Maronite Catholic, the promne m

£ .l | | |  Sunnt Mislitm, the spedah ittt |

' Lebon | ' [im. The Shittes, now tH EET %

F o milit 1 SUDTO | thetr lg power. | frura, the
s ap ng the PLO), Baghir Gemay [y tivists di poTiraits (e
Amin’'s brother, hod yemdctnded  Ehe [owe ) fran's Avatoliah Khomel ol

1atian militias known as | Lebanese [mam Ay | 11
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Forces {above right) before he wos elected peared i Libva in 1978
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Still largely intact, a skvline of apart

menf hulddings fronts the Medifermanean

e diong the popular Ramlet ef Baida

beach in a view reflecting a vibrant, hus
tling, free-wheeling capital., But a closer
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building ar upper left was hit by lsraeli
gunboat shells
The city has often felt [srael’s wrath

since the late 19608 Thousands of Pales-
tintans fled to Lebanon from ool war in

.-T-'-rr.'4:'1 and the PLE) established is heod

quarters in wes! Hefrut. fsroel's recent
Cperation Peace in Cralilee, purportediy

aimed at Palestinian fighters in southemn
Lebanon who had bombarded Israeli vil
lages, drove militants and refugees north-
ward all the way to Beirut.

For tem weeks in thesummerof 1982 the
Israelis blockaded west Beirur as half a
million people huddled through o devias-
tating stege by [and, seq, and air. Thou-
sands died, ncluding many chlians as
weell us combatants, Toe help monitor the
ewicuation of the PLO), a péacekeeping
force moved in, composed of French and
Italian troops and U 5. Marines, such as
these manning a missile l[auncher near the

cirpart (right)
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Where elepance reigned dn oceanside
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Hotel emplovess (left), here on a lunch
kam Begin a ¢l o crfmied
Fian ] fav. Thi sl f hopi
f & iy IaE fal once réa h
i mitllions of tour ach vea
[Conriinued from page 265 ) worked rea

sonably well. Ivwas with the rise of Arab na
tonalism under lormer Lgyvpluan President
Gxamal Abdel Masser that [riction devel-
oped. The Christians sidestepped the full
embrace of Arab ity [--.-I.sn-.-, instend for
strong Lebanese nattonalism

Many Maronmites considered themselves
af Phoentcian stock, inhertors of a land
part from the sands= of Arabia. YWe aredif
ferent,” oneé told me. "“"We draw our spiril
from the mountains, not the desert.”

[ hie e L pLan of violencein 1975 was root
g in that bad earth of relious an o litical
conflict, In the next elght vears those roois
would spread through, and become entan-
gled in, the whole stupelving labyrinth of
Middle East _.I"Ii-'l e Lebanon, in effect
would lose contenl of its own war, and the

country would become an arena for the bat-

[t 1= not an uncommon rolefor this cross-
roads land, whose people have learned resil-
ency throush the centuries under Lhe
trampling feet of Romansand Chrnishancru
saders, Arabs and Ottoman Turks

Asrecently as avear ago the cast of players
in Lebanon™s latest tragedy included
e A Svrian force of more than 20,000 men
o Tens of thousands of Palestinians, includ-
ing members of the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganization (PLO) and its leading militia,
Fatah, headéd ||_'-.' Yasir Aratat




¢ A United Nations contingent ot 6,000 mili-
lary personnel
¥ r!--Hk1I= i f :IF=H.:'r

indistinguishable but for the leader followed

well-armed militias,

and the cause espoused

Lebanon was transformed into a stewpot
of anarchy. There was no centra
ment with authority, no army capable of

keeping order. Bovs no older than 14 stood

EOVETN

on the streets, making menacing sweeping
motions with their Kalashnikov automati
rifles. Shells whined overhead, while on the
ofl 1o thick and

v sounds that seemed to have rumbles

cireels car bombs were set

Mus
up from the depths of hell. Garbage on wesl
deirut streets went uncollected, and the

siray CAls grew grotesquely fat

1T his

0oL SHmpay ITULRL Warlare
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wiween Christians and Muslims. There
were alliances and counteralliances, unlike-
There was

v allies and reluctant engmies

CoOniusion and Uncertainey
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ke o fallen and foreotten leal 10 winter

defined bn

EIRUT came to be a cith

tear, & city bDisected by the Greel

Line—{ hristians 1n the east, Muslims

in the west, In those etght vears of war

there were dozens of cease-fires, but they of-

tered ondy wispy tlusions of |
At ope such tme there was Henn Phar-

ann. 82 taking his morning cotfee in the re

ceiving parior of his stately house. S3oon he

d go to the Hippodrome, where some of

WU

his 70 Arabian horses would e compeling 1n




lives on. A e

scengs show thot though Hel

Betrut

rut—once the Paris of the
Middle East—suffered doam
age, parts of the city éscaped
a5t Afternoof  rush

hour fabowve) again finds Cor

deSIiTUHCILON.

viche Marraa jfoammed with
Tic. Refurbished boutigues
Hamrao dispiay an
. imports, including
French fashions {left)

Throughout the troubles,
cash wos plentiful, Ninety-

five financudl (NSOIuiTons are

fore, with deposits twice the
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total of 1974, The Lebones

pound, backed by gold, is
among the world's most stabis

And the muddle

CUFrEnRCIes.
class is spending, on educa
tion at the respected American
University of

Lina All Ahmad (right) is a
student—oand =ometrnes on
fun

LrE0TRES

The landmark Hotel 5t
though hard hit,
RECPS bar and II-""'I'I oper for
sunbathers (below). Bevond
rises a new [ondmark; lonadfill
butlt of war's rubbie
of the city's mos!

uahle pieces of réal estote.
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Putting politics aside, Beirutis of all foctions played the horses at the
Hippodrome racetrack (above) each weekend throughout the civil war although
it was just west of the Green Line. During the Israelt invasion the PLO toolk up

the day's seven-race card. So far, his home,
holding one of the finest collections of Urien-
talartin the world, had beenspared damage
(page 281). He explained why: “Iamin good
relations with all sides.”

Former mmister of forelign affairs tor Leb-
anon, And minister of state 1n 1968, banker
Pharaon was chiefly responsible for Leba-
non’s membership in the United Nations
and the Arab League

*There have been more than 3,000 races
won under my colors,” he wassavingon that
Saturday of & cease-fire in Beirut. In six
months the Hippodrome would be de-
stroved and a dozen of his horses would be
dend, killed in the shelling and bombing of
the track. In all, some 40 horses perished

For in June of last vear 60,000 Israeli
troops blitzed across the border and brought
ruin on 900 sguare miles of southern Leba-
non as they pushed north to Beirut with the
aim of driving the PLL) from the country.
Aerial bombingsand shellings by the Israelis
piled new rubble on old and sent the death
count chmbing.

Even when the fighting stopped and the
fires cooled, when the PLO and the Syvrians
(though not the Israelis) were gone from Bei-
rut, fresh blood stained the dueling ground.
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The president-elect of Lebanon, 34-vear-old
Bashir Gemavel, was pssassinated. Re-
sponse wis swift and sickening: Hundreds,
perhaps thousands, of persons living in the
refugee camps of Sabra and Shatila were
massacred by Christian milinamen without
interference by Israeli soldiers in the area.

Perhaps nothing worse than this could fol-
low . Perhaps that is why expressionsof hope
for the future began to be hearg—hopes
whizpered, like a distant prophecy:

|.’Fi' i _'FIIJ{H'.I' rill'i'En"I s J'.II.II s f,i“.'lln'_;lli-l_':'h' -illn"'
turned intoa fertile field and the fertile field
seem like g forvesi? (Isatah 29:17)

NDEED, this Octaober dav will bring nor-
malcy of a kind to the city. Boutigues will
offer the latest in high fashion, and some
of the world's worst auto trafiic will clog

the streets. Emplovees of scores of banks
will be at work, continuing the Lebanese
tradition of bold and innovative finance.
Fortunes will be made this day. and for-
tunes last.

Rue Hamra at 10:30 a.m.: The traffic
moves one way, toward the sea, along this
busy artery in the westérn section of the city
called Ras Beirut. Before the war Hamra
waz a fashionahle street, but now water

National Geographic, Febriyary 983
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position in the clubfouse and mined the track. When lsroelt tanks ringed west
Beirut, fierce fighting left the facility tn shambles. French troopers last fall
clegred mines from the track (abowve); rebullding may cost 12 million dollars.

from broken pipes washes against the curb,
splashing the shoes of sidewalk peddlers
who hawk their wares invoices with the tim-
hre of foghorns. Bullets have pocked many
af the buildings along Hamra, and here and
there, where <hells have struck, the wire in-
nards of reinforced concrete stand exposed
and twisted. A section of one building, hows-
ing An Nahar, Lebanon's leading newspa-
per, 15 in heavy ruin, having taken an lsraeli
phosphorus shell.

The morning began withskiesthe color of
achow chow's tongue, and now, rinsed with
light, they are blue and cloudless. For the
first time in vears, a traffic policeman is vell-
ing at an errant motorist. For those who
were here when each militia protected and
ruled its turf with guns and extortion, itis a
pleasant sound, a voice from the endearing
chaos of prewar Beirut, and to hear it isto be
in fellowship with the growing number of
Lebanese who have confidence in the even-
tunl recuperation of their capital city

They are cleaning away the rubbile now,
trucking it to a massive landfill by the sea.
The garbage is being collected, too, ringing
to an end the all-night bacchanalia of the
cats, The electricity has been turned back
on, though with frequent outages, and the

Beirut—L'p From the Rubble

telephones are again working, more or less.

One per=on thus far has borne the expense
of cleaning up the citv. Born in Sidon and
now i citizen of Saudi Arabia, Rafik Hariri
has spent more than seven million dollars of
his own money to have the work done
Trucks and bulldozers and other heavy
cquipment imprinted with the name of his
construction company, Oger Liban, can be
seen all over Beirut. He has offered to pay
about $20 a day to any able-bodied Leba-
nese who will go to work to groom the city
Hundreds have accepted.

“The French soldiers come through first
and clean out the mines, and then we follow
them and pick up the rubble and the rest of
the mess,” Nouhieddone Shouman, super-
visor of one of the work erews, said. "It's =o
bad in some places that we get the pile of de-
bris down to eve level and then discover that
we ve uncovered a street.”

Hespoke above the din of adozen shovels
scraping against concrete. T here were most-
lv teenagers in his work crew, bovs whose
laughter spoke their jov over the peace that
was finally touching their lives,

Thev worked near the commercial center
of Beirut, an area as heavily damaged as anv
in thecity. Itis asilent compound of ruins, a

I75



i-square-block section where 1t 15 2 chal-
lenge to put a hand against 4 building and
not cover a bullet hole. One of the nearby
strecls 15 Rue de Damas, ¢losed since 1978
and now n with a swale of palm-
like plants and other lush greénery (page
264). It, too, will be cleaned up and given
back to traffic, most likelv before the single
g tree growing there bears 1ts first frut

“If all goes according to pian, this wall
once again be a beautiful city,” Mitri Nam-
mar, the governor of Beirut, told me as we
walked in the Place des Canons, a no-man's
land durnng the hghbing. "It will be even
better than it used to be,” Also taregeted for
reconstraction are the commercial center,
the historical area, and the port

OVIPTErOW

Place des Canons is usually called Place
des Martyrs, [rom an earlier anguish visitec
on Beirot: Here ruling Turk=s hanged more
than 50 for conspiracy during World War ]
Now the buildings around it are gutted and
pagged with sandbags

Un one corner 15 the old Rivoll Theatre,
landmark, and half a block
away the Café Cilicie, where once men =a
over cotfee to chart their routes to riches and
revolutions and education for their sons,

F X i - - -
for AU years a

grig
cup, unbroken somehow, on a table set with
fllen cetling tiles, Exguisite Florentine
arches survive among these ruins, as does
the vellow stone Town Hall, built more than

ol L R
50 vears ago. It can, and will,

stands with its front blown away and a sin

be repaired
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Overwhelmed by terror and grief, o

alestinion (n the Shattla refuges camp
(ieft) pleads for help finding fuor o
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Fhe Hawo camps were saaled by [amg

troops after Bashir Cremuayel’s assassing
rion. Though all PLO) forhferswere [o have
heen evacuated, the Isroelis charged that

2.000 remained. Thev allowed Christian

militiomaen to enter the camps and search
forarmed Polestinians, in fact, tontsof am
minition were found, such as this cache
(below), in a moze of tunnels, But the
Christions unleashed their revenge n a
Bloodbath that laft hundreds dead, trnciud
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Bulldozers manned by French soldiers
(who with U. 5. Marines and Italian troops
comprise the multinational peacekeeping
force here) have cleared the nearby streets,
at great risk, for the area was heavily mined
in the indiscriminate fighting of the late
1970s. When the mines no longer present a
danger, the heavy equipment will move on
the buildings, bringing down those that are
bevond repair.

“When the work here is completed—and
we hope to have the center restored within
¢ight vears—traffic will no longer be al-
lowed in the Place des Canons,” Nammar
said. “Only pedestrians. However, there
will be facilities for parking under the
square.”

To the south the mines alreadvy have been
cleared from the famous racetrack: it will
take about 12 million dollars to rebuild the
Hippodrome, but surely it will be done.
Horse racing is a tradition in Beirut, dating
from Turkish rule in the last century, and of
all the cities in the Middle East thizs one
moves most to the meter and rhvme of the
sporting life.

T IS GOOD to be able to walk by the sea
now and not fear death by a sniper, and
good to see men of boardroom demeanor
standing before the ruins of the Hotel S0

Georges and Phoenicia Intercontinental,
Holiday Inn and Hilton, looking and—
planning? The fate of the hotels remains un-
certain, although it is likely that all but the
5t. Georges will be reopened. In the new
Beirut there will be a promenade along the
witterfront in the hotel area, and new con-
struction in the area will be limited to a
height of about 50 feet.

The hotels stand now as they did when the
fighting in and around them ended in 1976,
In one, a large chandelier lies on the lobby
floor, its crvstal shattered, Nearby is a mass
of twisted steel that was once a bank of safe-
deposit boxes. Sunlight spills through holes
where shells entered, but it i£ not enough o
rid these places of their stygian gloom.

Walking to the top of the Phoenicia, 1
found broken glass covering the stairs. The
doors of most elevators remained jammed
with steel bars, but that hadn't stopped ad-
vancing militiamen. The Christians were
driven from the hotel, and some of those

L80

trapped on the top floor, the 15th, were
thrown off, down to the blue and white tiles
of the swimming pool below. Hypnotically
winding down the stairs through air heavy
with the cool and musty breath of rubble, 1
descended not so quickly.

Itiz oneof Beirut's bittersweet ironies that
even while the mortars were checking in at
the Phoenicia, another luxury hotel was un-
der construction. “We look on this hotel as a
declaration of faith in the future of Leba-
non,"” said Khaled Saab, general manager.

It was a year ago when Saab told me that.
At that time, his hotel, named Summerland,
had been open for only two vears, With 151
rooms, five restaurants and an equal num-
ber of swimming pools, it represented a 35-
million-dollar investment. " Better davs will
come,” Saab said then. “The day will come
when the war will end.”

Before that dav arrived, however, Sum-
meriand was heavily damaged (page 270).

It began June 17 of last vear, and went on
into August. Israeli weapons were aimed at
the hotel; there would be Hittle reliefl. “"Every
day we had hits," Saab told me. "It came
from sea and land and air. We had cluster
bombs, torpedoes, rockets, everything. One
500-pound bomb fell at the entrance.”

In all, 119 shells struck the hotel, Not a
single room escaped damage. “And why#"
Saab asked. “There were no PLO fighters
here, not even any Palestinian refugees.”

With damage running to ten million dol-
lars, was Summerland still an expression of
faith in Lebanon's future? Khaled Saab
turned it his chair to a window. “Look out
there,” he said. “The proof is before vou.™

Dozens of workers were cleaning up,
hammering, sawing, plastering, painting—
rebutlding Summerland for a scheduled re-
popening date of May 2 thisyear. “Itcameata
very high price,” Saab said, “but we have in
our hands now the chance of a lifetime, to
take Beirut, almost a ghost town, and flat-
ten it down and rebuild. As for the hotel in-
dustry, it was the first to suffer in this war,
and it will be the last to recover. But it will
recover. Lebanon will once again lead the
Arabh world, not only in services, but in
tourism as well.™

Beirut has already resumed its role as a
leading banker to the Arab Middle East,
and now there are 95 houses of finance in

National Greographic, February [V83
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Spared war's jackhammer destruction, a muséum-guality collection of art that en-
F .|' F - o
compasses Greek crogses, Koman statues, and Chinese porcelains s st displayved oy

82-vear-old banker Henri Pharaon in his mansion, a veritable Arabic palace. "1 tried
to moke my howse what T wanted Lebanon to be,” says the Greek Catholic and former
minister of state who helped guide Lebanon to UN membership.

the city as compared to 81 before the fighting
started. Indeed, the Lebanese pound has re-
mained strong, defving the logic of sound
economics. From 1943, when the nation
won independence from France, until 1973,
there was not one vear of deficit here

Bank deposits now total more than eight
hillion dollars, double those of 1974, As late
as 1081 there was a favorable balance of
payments, and that in a country where few
residents pay mcome taxes and more than
half of all consumer goods are imported

That is not to say that Lebanon prospered
in the marketplace of anarchy and killing
But given the depth of the tragedy here, any-
thing less than total collapse of the state
SEEMS SUrPrising.

Beirut—ULUp From the Rubble

LTHOUGH HEAVILY burdened with
financial and other problems, the edu-
cational and medical facilities here, led
by the American University of Beirut
and 1ts hospital, continue to otfer high-
quality care of the mind and body. (Five
ministers of Bahrain are AUB graduates.)
The university is not as international as it
once was, for it has been difficult to attract
studéents and faculty members from abroad.
Now under the direction of a new president,
Malcolm Kerr, AUB 1= making strong ef-
forts to regain its internationalism and to re-
new its stalus as a premier seat of learming in
the Arab world,
There iz sadness, though, on that lovely
campus that rolls down to the sea m wesl

.3 |
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Bright lights of the Ploce des Canons  the formerno-man's-land (above), now re-

(Place des Martyrs), seen here on an' gve opened. To reconstruct the oty's keart
rpngt- i May 1969, winked out when the Beirut's governor, Mitri Nammar, stand-
fashionabie square (top) became a civtd ing, and chief engineer Joseph Abdel Ahad

war shooting gallery. Christion forces  (right) study blueprints drown up in 19
manned one side, Muslims the other. Jil but repeatedly shelved when wviolence

[tons of rounds [oter, French troops patrol flared anen
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Make-believe conguers the tools of war
s Muslim children clamber over an aban-
doned antimircraft gun. Discarded shells
around the gun may still be live, [ike the
explosive grievances and vengeance har-
bored by many of Betrut's fuctions, Will
there at [ost comé o consensus that o time
to. bomb must gove way to a tame to
rebutld?
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Beirut. Last summer, during the Israeli
sicge of the city, David 5. Dodge, acting
president of the university, was kidnapped,
presumably by militiamen, At this writing,
he is still missing.

At the universitv's hospital, renowned
throughout the Middle East forits high stan-
dards, it has become difficult to find replace-
ments for the doctors and nurses who left
during the war. “We were doing just fine,

National Geographic, February 1983




and then the warcame along,” said Munthir
Kuzavh, hospital director, "We were so na-
ive, We thought the troubles would be over
in & short time. In the first 16 months of
fighting, 15,000 casualties came in. We be-
came a field hospital.”

In times of Aghting, combatants generally
respected the AUB hospital grounds, But
terror cid invade the emergency room, as
when milittamen came in to kill a wounded

Beirut—LUp From the Rubbl

rival, or to shoot up the place as a way of de-
manding immediate medical attention for

ong of their own wounded.

The hospital distinguished itself during
the long emergency, and when the flow of
casualties stopped, it turned again to its role
as a training center for health and medical
services for all the Middle East,

Along with doctors and nurses and profes-
sors, some 300,000 Lebanese left the country
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during the wir. Many are returning now,
coming back with the bags that were packed
s0 hastily for hair-raising escapes by car to
Damascus and Amman, or anall-night voy-
age Lo Cyprus.

One who didn't leave s Aida Marini, a
well-known Lebanese artist. During those
eight vears, she lived in Christian east Hei-
rut, close to the Green Line. “l couldn't
leave,"” she said. “T would have felt like a de-
serter. " Rather, Aida Marini endured hellish
nights of ceaseless shellings. She awoke one
morningtofind arifle bullet embedded in the
frame of one of her pictures in a hallway.

“Oine night the noise of the shellings was
like disco music—thump thump thump de
tirwmp. So I got out of bed and started danc-
ing to the tempo of the explosions, and just
as | got the most graceful movement, they
changed the tempo-—thump de thump
thamp thump. T went back to sleep.”

Now, Mrs, Marini savs, she feels she can
leave the country “without guilt.” And that
is a measure of the healing of Beirut.

UAD has not returned. He was always
on the corner with his pushcart, defend-
ing the integrity of his fruit against the
insults of the women who told him it

was asin to ask such prices. But his fruit was
the best in all Beirut; Apples arranged in a
perfect pyramid, each one cushioned on a
piece of purple tizssue paper, each one buffed
toa mirror shine; and oranges sweet of meat
and swollen with juice, also displayed with
flair, in rows of six, a peddler-poet’s sestina
in citrus. He was on that corner almost daily
for 25 vears, und now he is gone.

Ilearned that Fuad had left in 1981 ta live
with a daughterin Brazil, and that ten of the
women he haggled with all those vears had
come to the airport to see him off.

Fuad should be back here now, to hear
ahout the plans for the city where he was
born—the subway they hope to build one
day, the new parks and pedestrian malls,
the underground parking, the freeway,
the new commercial center. Perhaps he
wouldnt understand it all, certainly not the
decision against bringing back the trolley
cars. But surely Foad would comprehend
the bloom of hope for a city suddenly struck
with peace after nearly a decade of tumult,

So that the dream doesn't obseure reality,
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it must be confined to Beéirut. Elsewhere,
Lebanon still lies scored and quartered inits
dazeling setting of sea and mountains, and
vallevs through which have passed prophets
and armies. Even after Israeli troops with-
drew from Beirut last Uctober, as many as
3,000 PLO fighters were believed to have re-
turned to the country and regrouped in the
north, around Tripoli, Large numbers of
Syrian troops remained in the Bekaa Vallev,
Israeh forces continued to control the south.
There was no letup in the tensions outside
Beirut, nor was there likely to be, as long as
other nations assign their armies and their
proxy wars to Lebanese soil.

More than that, it has now become sharp-
Ivclear that if Lebanon isto survive as 8 sov-
ereign nation—if it is to avoid irrevocable
partition—accommodations by both Chris-
tians and Muslims will have to be made, or,
as a wise man | met in Beirut said: “The
Maronite Catholic who calls himself a Phoe-
nician will have toe become more Arab, and
the Sunni and Shite who call themselves Ar-
abs will have to become more Phoenician. ™
He paused. “If we can do that, if Lebanese
citizens give as much lovalty to the govern-
ment as they do to their clans and sects, we
will make "

EANWHILE. the heart that is Beirut
ts-on the mend, and the goodness of
that is awash in the souls of many

I went one morning to east Beirut
with a friend, a Druze who lived before the
wir in that Christian section called Ashra-
fiva. He was born there and was raised ina
house with arched windows under which
bougainvillea grew. When the fighting
started, he had 1o leave, go to the other side,
and the house was taken over by a Christian
family he didn't even know.

He looked at the house for a long time
from the road where we stood. There was a
child plaving in the vard., The Diruze called
him over and said, “Is that your house,
bovr” And the boy said it was, “Itisnot your
house. Do yvou understand, boy?e It 1s not
vour house!” He waz shouting, and the boy
began tocry

He said nothing more, other than, “It's all
right,” as he swept the boy up in his arms
and held him close, rocking from side to side
to spill the fear from the small body, (]

National Géographic, February [983
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IN THE LAND THAT PRODUCED THE
WALLABY, WOMBAT, EMU AND KANGAROO,

YOU'D HARDLY EXPECT TO FIND

Nothing 18 what
you expectit to be in
Australia

The cute little
teddy begr, the koala,
isn't a bear at all. He's
a marsupial, like his
¢ousins the wallubv
and kangaroo, We
have a bird, the emu,
that can outrun a
racehorse. Even our
London Bridge, the
DOE YO Call) 5e€ here,
was being carved out
of rock by the sea while
the other London
still a cluster of huts
on the Thames.

S0 where do you
begrin to explore this
large and diverse a
country? You begin, of
course, with the people.

WE'LL GREET YOU WITH
OPEN ARMS,
NOT OPEN HANDS.

From the moment your
Air New Zealand 747 Super B
touches down in Sydney, you'll
be amazed at the Australian
people’s sheer zest for hving,
Perhaps vou'll be invited to

Was

emoy a schooner of beer in a pic-

turesque pub in The Rocks, site
of the orginal English penal
colony settlement. And when
it's your turn to “shout a round”™
t'll be easy, because when it

L.Ll[]!t‘& to having fun. the Aussies
speak the same language you do.

But the countryside beck-
ons and how better to see the
real Australia than on a work
ing sheep station? You can visit
for a day or become 8 member
of the family and stay as long
as vou like

Wherever vou go in

AN ORDINARY VACATION.

Australia, you'll find the greet-
Ing Wirm and genuime and the
open hands you'll see are for
shaking, not for tipping.
THE WORLD'S
LARGEST REEF AND
LONGEST BEACH.

Aunstralia’s ropstiine 1= not

all beach, it just seems that way,

There are nearly fifty beaches
within easy reach of Sydney and
Melbourne alone, And if yvou
tire of strolling on one of them,
how about taking & walk on the
(:reat Barrer Reet!

Right, awalk. Atlowtide, all
you need toexplore this fabulous
coral reef off Australia’s north-
east coast is a pair of tennis
shoes and a bathing guit.

A REAL BEAUT
OF A MOOMEA.*1180.

“Moomba” is aboriginal for
“let’s get together and have

fun. And that's just what we've
been helping people do for over
40 vears.

Take our rounatrp low
season APEX fare from Los
Angeles to sydney for instance.
it allows two other stopovers
whnether in New Zealand, Tahiti
Fijl or Hawail for enly 21180,
Ur take your pick from one of
DL MANY ToUrs

However you choose to go,
you'll get the service that made
the readers of Travel/Holiday
Magazine rate Air New Zealand
flights the best in the world {or
the second Vear in a row.

Formore information about
Australia and the rest of the
South Pacific, see your
travel agent. Or write
for our free brochures
Air New Zealand,

P.O. Box 9000, [T'-,[ =),
Van Nuys, CA 91409,

Mo Percila's
burminer Une

& aIr new zeaLano

Ar [ars Taend on fre sdam APEY ardd suls=T |

rhafgy & Thang]

(. LNTwEne ey e TErE
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Take your friends on a voyage
to the bottom of the world!

*____

This April in NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC, set sail on a three- JLISt $lim1

masted schooner bound far the little-known shores of Antarctica,

This daning expedition is just one of the many upcoming adventures you
can share with your gift of Sociery membership, Annual dues include a vear's |
subscription to the magazine, beginming with the January 1983 1ssue. NATIONAL

To presenc gift memberships o your friends, relanives, or professional GEOGRAPHIC
associares. fill our the coupon below, enclose in an epvelope along with SOCIETY

your check for dues, and mail. If the coupon is missing, write 1o Washingron, D.C 20036
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Members  Forum

ANASALL

I wish to thank yvou for yvour story on the Anasazi
{(November 1982}, which touched me deeply. To
walk around the ruins and listen to the wind that
blows all the time can be the loneliest and most
heartbreaking—and most beautiful—moment
in & lifetime.
Molly Schneider
Phoenix, Arizona

What may be an interesting footnote was the in-
trusion into the Anasazi domain by an alien race
that built stone towers on the Gallina River
northéast of Chaco Canyon around A .p. 1200,
This area was researched and reported by Frank
C. Hibben many vears ago.

Jim Scrugham

Reno, Nevada

Regarding roads, | am led to speculate that the

Anasazi would most likely move heavy timbers

st night in their hot, arid homeland, probably by

point-to-point navigation guwded by fires or dis-
tant landmarks. |

Bonsall D. Johnson

Fort Collins, Colorado

You say the Anasar legacy leaves questions, and
one of them is why the T-shaped doorways (page
35391, You have provided vour own answer by
arlding that the people were plagued with arthri-
ts and needed crutches. A T-shaped door with a
place where the elbows of people can rest while
lifting their bodies and legs over the doorsills isa
very practical design.
Crestes Halicka
Oak Park, [llinois

a swing-through," hke parallel bars at a
Evm.

Allan J. Whitehouse

Butler, Pennsvivania

to allow for entrance when carrving vessels
made of basketry?

Ruth Calaverne

Albany, New York

. . - o keep rattlesnakes ovut and infants in with-
ot having constantly to watch them?

Leroy Belland
Mountain View, Missoun

HOPIS

How dare the Hopis practice this inhumane sac-
rifice of eagles (November 1982)! Religion or no
religion, our federal government has no right to
condone such action To senselesslyv murder
these yvoung eagles—and restrict their freedom
for months to live on a rooftop—is barbaric,
Amy Dean
Littleton, Massachusetis

Federal by upholds the legal vight of Hopis Lo so
use golden eagles. The bivds ave not officially en-
dangered, but we note that many members have
written objecting to the exercise of thiy right—as
they have alro about the harvesting of fur seals by
Pribilof Islands Aleuts (October 1052).

I know vour readers found the Hopd way of [ife as
unique and inspirational as | did during the four
vears | lived and worked among these people.
White-man politics should not be allowed to in-
terfere with these peaceful peoples’ legal journey
to reclaim and protect their ancestral lands.
Thomas W, Vitz
Corpus Christi, Texas

EL CHICHON

“Lakes of dark blue and green water, their tem-
perature an estimated 200°C" (Movember 1982,
page 660). Sixty-five yearsago | was taught that
water evaporates at the boiling point of 100°C
Has inflation driven the botling paint up, asit has
evervthing else?
Walter Youngman
Seattle, Washington

Stnce water at lower depths iz wnder sncveased
pressure and often kolds dissolved compounds,
its temperature can exceed the sea-level boiling
point. Wihen if reaches the surface, it boils

KUBLAT KHAN'S LOST FLEET

The Mongol invasionof lapanin 1281 wasincon-
clusive because of the loss of the fleet and crew at
sea (November 1982). The paintings bv Issho
Yada, however, present a biased effect. Une
shows the brutality of the Mongol soldiers, and
another shows them running away from the Jap-
anese, If the Mongol Army was that cowardly (or
the Japancse s0 courageous), fapan would not
have needed the “divine wind” to help her
end the invaston.
Izpbelln Chan
New York, New York

Omn page 636 Japan's defensive wall is described
s being “a massive structure some 1.5 meters
high." The picture on page 649 shows the wall

National Geographic. February 1983




“IWOULDN'T
TREAT MY BIKE

THE WAY YOU
TREAT YOUR BODY.”

wWhan Judy Lafferty prepares for g cgain. Alive, vibrant, ready to get on

race ke the annual cross-liowa run, she her bike and take on the world
makes sure her bike & In perfect shape udy Lofferty Is just one example of
2 e
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being much higher, possibly 25 meters, Which
isin érror?

George A, Gimber:

Longwood, Florda

The wall was 2.5 metervy high. Issho Yade did the
paintings in the 10th cemiury, nearly 600 years
after the battle. By that time the wall—and the
exploity of the defenders—had grown in the
Japanese imagination

Regarding the lost fleet of Kublal Khan, could a

possible explanation for the “intriguing™ bricks

found at the sea bottom be that they had been
used on board for bullding bearths, as was the
case on the Vasg sunk in Stockholm harbor in the
vear 1628 and on & Byvrantine ship sunk off Asia
Minor 1,300 vears ago? Wooden ships had to
have some kind of insulation around the cooking-
fire hearths, and surely the Mongols were as
misch in need of hot food as any sailors.
Gunnar Glaerum
Oslo, Norway

THE CHIP

Az anelectronics engineer; [ bave spent viears and
much effort explaining integrated circuits and
semiconductor devices to lay people. Inall my ef-
forts, I've never been able to explain the chip (Oc-
tober 19821 so simply and yet so completely.
Richard Hartley
Columbus, Ohio

If humankind's problems are essentiadly of the

heart and will, human' attributes that the ma-
chine can only s2rve, not imitate, | submit that
the chip cannot reallv change our Eivesat all. Isit
not then folly to bow down before the computer,
and worse yet, to imitate our own creation in all
its dogged specialization?
Earl Nelson
Carrboro, North Carolina

The robot that performed the fitting and spot
welding on the bed of a 1982 pickup truck 1 pur-
chased shounld have a frontal lobotomy per-
formed on its silicon-chip brain. If that does not
cure it criminal propensity for doing bad work,
it should be exiled forever to a video arcade in
south Suceotash.
Anthony ], Centko
streator, Mlinois

As one who has worked dilipently at both race

walking and computer graphics, I feel sure the

stick figure (page 425) vou superimposed s the
WIONE one.

Karl Johansen

Bothell, Washington

You are correct. The point mn the stick figure
marking the left hip should be ahead (to the vight)
of the point mavking the vight hip, Appaventiy, an
inexperienced operator programmed the figure's
coordinates incorrectly,

Funny that this came out just s month short of 12
vears from vour article “Behold the Computer
Revolution” (November 1970), Then wou
showed a photograph of ILLIAC IV being put to-
gether. Now vou show a photograph of its being
taken apart, becatse it has become obsolete::
(Gregory Morrow
Cumberland Center, Maine

THAILAND

The bridge shown {October 1982, page 519) does
not span the Kwal River but the Meklong River.
The railroad followed the course of the Kwai af-
ter it crossed the Meklong at Tamarkan, the site
of one of the POW camps where | spent timé asa
prisoner of the Japanese.
Willermn Maugenest
Houston, Texas

The Mae Klong, or Meklong, is also known as Lhe
Khigae Yai ov Kvwoai above its confluence with the
Kinvae Noi (map, page 508). The Iridge crosses
above the confluence, and the railrosd thén fol-
lowes bhe Khwae Noi.

BAHAMAS

In the artcle (September 1952) there was an ac-
count of the “chickcharmeys” ol Andros and the
effect they were supposed to have had on the for-
tunesof Neville Chamberlain. Itis now generally
accepted that the chickcharney was a species of
giant barn owl (some say Mlightless). Thereare re-
ports that this owl existed within living memory,
but it is now extinct. You can imagine the effect
such a large, pale, three-toed bird with almost
human features would have on the Andros in-
habitant whe happened to spot it in the dim light
of the forest!
W. H. Sweeting
Nassau, Bahamas

Ornithalogist Storrs L. Olson says that while the
ol might have grien rise to tie legend 1f the spe-
cier survived wntil recepd centuries, the bird was
ceriaimly mot flightless.

Letters should be addressed to Members Forum,
National Geographic Magasime, Box 37348,
Washington, D, C, 20013, and should include
sender's address and telephone number. Not all
letters can be used. Those that are will often be
edited and excerpled.

National Geographic, February 1983



On Assignment

ATURE HAD THE UPPER HAND
[ when staff wnter Priit Vesilind (left
found himself stuck in the middle of a whiteou
in Chevak, Alaska. "' [t was like béthg suspend-
¢d in a bottle of skimymed milk,” he recalls of
the arctic storm that turoed evernvthing dead
white and obinterated the
horizon Ihe weather
grounded him for three
He had originally
intended to stav only a
nadl oy
“It was senseless to try
to stick toa tight itiner

wl- Ry

Ary, " savs vestlind, who
talliect 120 flichts in his
from Alaskn to

no one gels upsel 1l

SWing
Fortunately
A BTV

hanes loose and

vou e strandied
Just carries an extra toothbrush and a sleeping
bag " His previous dssignments have included
the greéener—but no moare predictable—pas-
ture< of Estonia, East and West Beriin, Hel
sinkl, and Tabitl

With Vestlind on the Alnskan and western
Canadian legs of his coverage was staff pho
lographer David Alan Harvey (right), just
back from assignment to the steamvy climate
and politics of kampuchen (May 1982), In
Barrow, Alaska, he watched and waited ten
stroaght dayvs and nights with harpoon-nrmed
Eskimo whale hurnters
rupted enly by brief naps. “They never got a
trike,” he savi “Bul T really Lheir
I"'..”.III'II'.II.IF'. ||.I'|IL"-II "

Vesihind

'he viegl]l was inter-

ITIITEE

In Greenlpnd inked up with

nhotographer Ivars Silis.,
To record Inuit sea hunt-
ers, Silis used & pft kavak
tailored to his six-foot,
ne-inch frame (helow, al
lett). “The most difficult
Lng 18 getting 10 and out
You have to pull the Eay
ak on like a dght pair of
pants,” he savs. Latwvian
horm  Silis
Creéeniand in
geaphysicist, but  later
traded m  his seismo-
graphic recording devices
He |5 mar-

moverd Lo
|94 as &

[OT A CAMErd
ried to an Inuit artist

\ true son of the north
author Yuri Rythheu—
shown feasting on a reindeer farm in the Soviet
Arctic (bottom left at far left V—grew up on the
Chukchi Peninsula in 8 walrus-skin huat lit by
oll --:.'I'lﬁ.l

While a student at Leninerad State Uni-
versity, nhe |learned that courtstup dictated
the gitt of flowers, about which he knew noth-
ing. He presented a showv bougquet to his
burst of laughter 1n re-
turn for his batch of potate-plant tops. Bornin
1230, he 1= & member of the Union of Soviet
Writers, and his works deal exclusively with
the aminhle folkways of the north rather than
the harsher realitivs of Soviet Siberia. He be
Decause Y1 wanted

-',l...:"l,"ll-,',-_-'l ;l.rllj i 3

came an author, he says,
to picture my people from the inside, as ope

of them,’




(ne microwave oven is used in
the kitchens of tens of thousands
of restaurants and millions of
thEE. Littﬂﬂ. Litton started making

MICrowive ovens for restaurants 20 vears ago, Jnnce
'll - then, tens of thousands
o restaurants fave
|I"-|'I-| | Ton microwave
ovens in thedr kitchens -
whiere an oven has
1 0K L pEL R
Ve ||.'|'.
wnd what
W i
learned making ovens 1or restaurants
we use making ovens for mithons of
homes, Both are designed with the same
i mind. Better cooking

RS1

One microwave oven comes
from a company that specializes
in microwave cooking. Litton.

M Litton Microwave Coolang Products,
murowave products are all we make Al we design
All we think about This specialization increases our

knowledge. And that increased knowledge goes into

EVETY NOCW OWVET WE TN HII.' I'l."'-:llll:IJ hir ALY L 1A

|||.'-|. |u|'l'-|'5 '.|I.|I' VM

(ne microwave oven has a
patented cooking system that
makes it cook better than it ever
did b&hrﬂ- Littﬁn-i e secrel Behind

the wav Litton cooks is Even Wave” a simple bui
denious patented system

that sends microwave {7 L,
energy info the P
oven from two | e —H)
sobrees rathir L' |

than one to - -y

UM '||'|'|.|'|'| —
evenly, Even Wave® has made Litton
microwave ovens cool significantly better
than they ever did belore

1 thie 20 vears weve been making microwave
ovens, weve had just one driving ambition Iy make
Litton microwave ovens cook better and better, And
i thal what yvou want your microwave oven to do?

[E LITTON

MH'rﬂ-'ﬁ'cFl'.rE' Ec:r::kmq

Mobody knows more
abut macrw & vie Cosmlingg

than Littom.
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Wild_life as Canon sees it:
A photographic heritage for all generations.

For a long time, the black-footed ferret was other people can at present see and begin to under

thought by many to have become extinct. In fact, it
was just over @ year ago that this rarest of North
American mammals was sighted again after almost
a decade.

The black-footed ferrel could never be brought
back should it vanish from the Gice of thé earth.
And while photography can record it for postenty,
maore importantly photography can help save it and
the rest of wildhfe

Nature in the black-footed ferret’s tenacity to sur-
vive has allowed man ;murhrara 11 ince (o study and
admire this animal. Addibonal black-footed ferrets
have been found since the species’ rediscovery.

But very little 1s as vet known about this elusive
ammal, and n looking for the nght ways to ensure
it= continued survival, photography s an invaluable
aid to soentists and conservationists.

In addition, it is only through photogr

aphy Lthat

stamd this remarkable ammal with a distinchive
"bandit mask” across 1S eves.

And understanding 15 perhaps the single mosl
impoartant factor m saving the black-footed ferret
and all of wildhie

| Mew FDS00mm 174,51

Canon

Images for all time
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CALL FUROPE 5142

FIRST MiNuUTE

_ -y R EEE—

i iy Now you can dial a e
l-minute minimum call to most
of Europe for just $1.42. Additional
minutes are only 80¢ each. So
even a nice long visitisa

]mtdul;hecall
any t from Gpm to Yam.

If t have International
' inynurama.ynunﬂllgﬁ
the same low rate as long
as special operator assistance
is not required. Check the chart
below for calling costs.

1 800 B74-4000
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