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PRESENT CONDITIONS IN CHINA®

Bv Hox. Joux W. FosTer

Foruperry U, S, SECEETARY OF STATE

iven under the auspices of the

ational Geographie Society 1 had
the privilege of speaking upon the Chi-
nese Empire, its people and govern-
ment. At that time [ dwelt mainly
upon its long history, it& great achieve-
ments in the past, and its valuable con-
tribution to the philosophy, science, in-
vention, and industries of the world, |
have been asked to speak at thiz time
upon the present conditions in that Em-
pire.

In my formier addressf it was seen
that the ruling spirit which characterized
this great people, numbering approxi-
mately ﬂnre-fﬂurth of the world's popu-
lation, was an intense consarvatism,
They were justly proud of the achieve-
ments of their race, and were wedded to
the principies and customs which had
built up and perpetuated their Empire.
They ]nu:r’ﬁ:-:-:_l upon the inmovations which
were som to be introdoced through
western ::n.riliutiuﬂ with a feeling of fear
and aversion. Their intercourse with
the nations which were the champions
of this western civilization created at first
suspicion, which at last ripened into hos-

IH a previous course of adidresses

phity, The Europeans who songht m-
tercourse with them manifested a dispo-
sition to gain their end by violence, cul-
minating in-a succession of wars; in which
China was invariably worsted. The
wars were attended or followed by en-
forced treaties;, in which territory was
surrendered to the Europeans; foreigm
settlements were established in almost
every available port within the Empire,
wherein the II:TI]'I-IH'T:{I government gave
up a part of its sovereipnty | its right to
fix its customs tariff and rr:g'u_!ale its
foreign trade was taleen from it ; ite treas-
ury was despoiled by vast indemmnities for
exagperated damages exacted under du-
tess of arms; and in varions other ways
its sovereignty was infringed and its in-
dependence restricted.

A MEW ERA IN CHINA

Under such circumstances it was per-
fectly natural that a feeling of resent-

ment against fﬂrmg-n-:rﬁ should pervade
the Empire. But the Chinese are an

eminently practical people. Despite their
Lndn of race and their conservatism, t.ht]l’
ave came to realire that the nations
which have enforced this unwilling -

*An addresa to the National Geographic Society, December 7, 15906,
Flublinhed in the Nutional Geographic Magsrins, ]'_?lr:-lznr:mhl,-r Pl



b5z

terconrse and deprived them of so many
of the attributes of sovereignty possess
elements of power and prosperity which
they do not enjoy. It has at Jast become
apparent to them that the system, vene-
rated for its antiquity, which has made
of them a great and enduring race, must
in the light of modern civilization be so
madified in itz social, industrizl, and pov-
ernmental features as to énable them to
compete with the western nations in pros-
perity, power, and independence.

Hence n new erm has dawned upon
China. It shall be my purpose to show
the stens which bave been and are being
taken by its povernment and people to
bring them abreast of modern progress,
and to enable them to take their proper
place among the nations of the earth—
a place which the vision of a political seer
might fix in the van of all the nations,

ahly the most distinguishing char-
acteristic of this anctent Empire and peo-
ple has heen their intellectual development
and education. In the first epoch of even
their prehistoric age their stndy of phi-
losaphy was noted, and centunes hefore
st they' had produced in Confucius
and Mencaius philosophers who stand on
a level of intellectual attainments with
Soctates and with the best products of
ancient or modern fimes. We shall see
that they possessed o code of laws and
svstern of jurisprudence at least contems
poranenus with Hammuraby and many
centuries Lefore Justinian. For nearly
two thousand years they have made scho-
lastic attainments the first isite o
admission o the poblic service, and
schools under the patronnge of the gov-
ernment have for many centuries existed
in every pravince and district of the Em-

pire.

THE REFORM IN EDUCATION

But the corricolum of education was
confined to Chinese subjects—io a study
of its classics, its history, poetry, system
of government and society. Up to &
very recent date an edocated Chinese
knew httle or nothing of the outside his-
tory of the world, its philosophy or [it-

Tue NarioNnarl GrocrarHic MagaziNg

erature, its SCIEncy Or eCONOmIcs, As @
result, they ranked abroad as an ignomant
race, and their public men, althoozh pos-
sessed often of superior intellectual en-
dowments, stood at a great disadvantage
in their intercourse with foreign govern-
ments and in commercial affairs.

Besides, edncation was conbned o a
tir ated class ol the people—to those who
wete seeking admission to the public
service of to what were known as the
literati or gentry of the community, The
ereat mass of the population were un-
educated, hting umable to rend or write,
and almost entirely ignorant of the world
bevond, although sed of a knowl-
edge of their local rights, with a dispo-
sition to assert them. To this ignorance
was added a blind superstition, which in-
fluenced their everv-day life and espe-
cally their interootrse with foreigmers.

It became evident, mot only to the
rulers, but to the intelligent people, that
Chima conld never attain her true posi-
tion amotiy the nations until 4 radical
change was made in its educational svs-
tem. First, the eourse of study must be
entirely changed, the old method of an
exclugive instroction in Chinese suilies
be given a subordinate place, aml the
modern course, or what 15 known as the
western learning, assigned to the promi-
nent position ; second, the schools must
not be confined to the literati and aspir-
ants for office, but extended to the com-
mon people as fully and as rapidly as
presssbile.

Following this program, a great change
has taken place in the last few vears. In-
telligent vicerovs like Chang Chih-tung
and Yuan Shih-kai did not wait for an
imperial intiative from Pelang, but wpon
their own authority they entered upon
the work of establishing schools of west-
ern learning.  Other viceroys and goy-
ernors, inspired by their example, fell in
with the movement, and the authorities
in the prefectures and districts sre striv-
ingr to meet the popular demand for the
new schools; so that the movement has
spread rapidly throughout the entire Em-
pire, and ie nut a single one of the
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eighteen proviness in which the new svs-
terri has not been established.

The metropolitan provitce of Chihli,
fealing the new fnspmhnﬂ of the court,
has done mest in this direction. In
Peking the new schools are mapidly in-
ereasing, anl in the adjoining district of
Tang u alone as many as ninety are
n:pr:-r*tttl Under the special direetion of
the Viceroy Yuar Shih-kai, maore than
three thousand have been opened 1n the
provinees and are in operation, A similar
condition exisds in the provincees under
the sway of the venerable Viceroy Chang

Chih-tung. At Nanking, the ancient
capital and the seat of an important vice-
rovaliy, the new leamning has wirmly

received. It will indicate smnething of
the interest shown m this direction when
[ mention that a Tapanese gentleman, de-
soribed as “of forceful persomality and
scholarly attaimments,” who 15 now on a
vizit to the leading cities of China to ex-
plain to her students and scholars ﬂ'lt
secret 0f Japan's wonderful progress,
few weeks ago delivered a series of I-.-::—
tures ot Nonking which were attended by
five hundred  students of the mliﬂgmtt
institutions there. It is reported that he
eloquently set forth patriotism, ‘a broad-
minded wilingness to learn, and the
genge of Individual rights as the secret
of what Japan has done and wrged the
Chinese to follow in the same path.
This edueational movement 18 not con-
fined to the ordinary common schools
andl colleges, but in various of the prov-
inces there are being founded normal and
apricultural  institutes, manual-training
schools, echools for mechanical enginver-
ing, electricity, use of modern machinery,
and the like, In most of the schoals
physical exercise has been introduced, a
complete innovation for the Chinese, and
the branch of western civilization exems-
Fhﬁﬂ:i in baze and foot ball, cricket, &c.,
18 -heartily welcomed by them.

BCHODLS FOR GIRLS INAUGURATED

The most gratifying feature of the new
movement is the readiness with which
the Chinese have accepted schoals for
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girls and the rapidity with which female
education, hitherto unknown, has spreasd
throughout the country. The Empress
]}ﬂ'l.ﬁ*.l%ﬂ st the example by nrdﬁrmg
that a Lama convent be transformed
into a []'i school, and several princesses
have undertu]a:ﬂn to establish sich schools
af their own ex in Peling, and he-

ifdes have started schools in their own
palaces for their «diughters and their
relatives. There are now in Peking a

number of pubilic girls' schools in which
are tanght arthmetic, geography, for-
eirn history, and languages, and in many
of Hmn I:musj!:1' drﬂ;:rlng,i :ﬂi;thep}m.
needlework, writing, physiology, hygiene,
and pnursing. By an order of the hoard
of education, no pupils whose feet are
bound are admitted to these schools. As
indicating the advance in female eduvca-
tion, & project 15 being carried into effect
by Yuan Shih-kai to establish a fermale
medical school.

Tuan Fang, who was a member of the
imperial commission which wisited the
United States and Euvrope early in the
present vear, has on his refurn to Peking
awalkened a new interest in female edn-
cation by the report of his observations,
especiaily in the United States, which led
the hoard of edocation to take measures,
it is stated, to push ahead female schools
throughout the Empire without any fur-
ther procmastinatin.  Tuan Fang's idea
is thul ﬁjmm& of fermale hagil and nor-
mal Is may be put in charse of
prlmqj-_,r.- schools, and, w:th a constantly
growmg number of eduocated women,
children will have in the pear future the
valuable privilege of a mother's teaching
at home, the real school for patriots,
None, he says, are greater patriots and
mare loval to a povernment than wotmen.

THE LITERARY EXAMINATIONG, CENTURIESR
OLD IN FPRACUICE, HAVE HEEN
ANOLISHED

After the schools of moderm learning
had beert established all over the Empire,
the important guestion arose what was
to become of the htﬂ'u'j' examinations,
through which admission was obtained
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to the public service. For many centy-
ries the competitive examinations, hoary
with -age and venerated by the liternti
and the great mass of the officials, had
been the road to imperinl honor and
office. I that 'system was to continue it
was plain thot the progressive men of the
Empire would not be able to make the
spread of modern education ik permimnent
success. Hence in 1905 an important
step was taken by them, Six of the most
miluential ofcials, together with others,
joaned in a memormal to the throne to
abolish the ancient curriculum of studies
and adopt a mew one for the competitive
examinations, which woulid embrace the
modern learning as tanght in the new
schools, At the head of these was Chang
Chih-tung, described by Minister Rock-
hill as the most celebrated living scholar
in China; next came Yuan Shib-kai, the
most powerful man today in the Empire,
and four others, the more important vice-
roys and governors of provinces, It was
an array of mames which indicated in a
most mpressive way  the strong hold
which the reform movement had talken
upon the country. Although the memib-
rial was stoutly opposed by the conserva-
tives in the Court circle, it was approved
by the Emperor and Empress Dowager
and an edict was issued abolishing the old
currictilum of study and the new system
adopted. Henceforth no one can pass
the competitive examination who has pot
pursued with success the required course
m modern learmning.

The importance of this step can hardly
be exaggerated. It was the culmination
of a hatter contest for reform ; but its suc-
cess does not indicate the end of the diffi-
culties for the bew education. The great-
est defect of the movement is that it has
no well-planned and methodical svstem,
with the power and resources (6 support
it. Its advocates recognize this, and a
central board of education has been ar-

nized at Peking to meet this difficulty.

ts task is attended by serious embarrass-
ments.  [ts members are themselves in
lﬂ-l':‘irc measure ignorant of their duties.
and unless they-call in expert aszistance

THe NaTtional GrocrarHIc Magazing

they are likely to make grave mistakes
There are oo funds at their disposal and
resotirces have to be provided, These
will come from taxation and voluntary
contributions, The latter are being made
with surprising liberality, both in the eap-
itnl and in the provincal cities, in some
instances as much as ten thousand taels
being contfibuted by single individuals

QFFLRINGS TD THE DEAD EROEIBITED

It will mdicate something of the ear-
nest spinit which is enlisted in this educa-
tional movement if I give one or two in-
stances of the methads resorted to for
adding to the funds to sustain it. Within
the present year the commissioner of po-
lice of Tientsin, a city of over a million
ol inhabitants, has issued an afficial not-
ication prohibiting the holding of cele-
hrations or making offerings to the dead
on the great festival of All Souls. The
commussioner strongly advises the
to contribute to the educational fund the
money intended to be spemt in offering
sacrifices to the spirits ; as, he savs, “with
a view of equipping themselves and their
families for the exerviee of electoral

bl

powWer

In Auvgust last the Shanghai magis-
trate agreed to issue a proclamation, in
response to the petition of the native edu-
ational committee and the commercial
association, exhorting the people of that
district to divert the large sums of money
used during the three festivals for the
dead to the vastly more worthy and prac-
tical object of endowing and establishing
more schools of modern learning. An
extract from the aceount of these festi-
vals in the Shanghai Newer will show how
appropriate is the official exhortation for
the increase of intellipence among the
Chinese people. It stites that immense
sums of money are expended by the vots-
ries of the Tanist and Buddhist religions
i Ehmgl:ai and evervwhere in the Em-
pire in purchase of incense, candles,
paper clothes and money to burn on the
three festivals of the dead to the use of
the mhabitants of the sether regions, who
@t that time are let out from hades to re-
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visit the upper world. On those three
days the tutelary dicty of the city is car-
ried out from his termgple in solemn pro-
cession to preside over the public burning
and the offering of food, "to keep order
amongest the spirits-and to preserve the
peace amongst them.” The diety 15 al-
WaYs m*.s:mnrnninl by thousands upon
thousands of devotees of all ages and
sexes, in red clothes and disheveled hair,
asz condemmed criminals, in returm for
some fancied answering of praver. In
addition, similar burnings and offerings
of food are pertormed in the private
houses. All of these cost the people of
Shanghai, at a modest estimate, a quarter
aof a million of dollars: and to this there
should be added $i100,000 paiil on these
occasions to Tamst and Buddhist priests
for pravers to the dend. The enlight-
cned Chinese ofhcals exhort therr coun-
trymen 1o give up their idolatrous prac-
tices and spply the money thus wasted to
the more worthy work of educating the
coming generation in their duties 1o sov-
ereign and country,

BT SMRLY OF SUPERSTITION
OVERCOME

It is thus seen that one of the first
effects of the educational movement is
a blow at the superstitious practices, upon
which vast sums of money are sgquan-
dered. The financial embarmassment which
retarids the estabhshment of schools
would be solved at onee if the advice of
the Tientsin and Shanghai officials was
followed. Many will doubtless act upon
the advice of the intelligent officials, but
the spirit of superstition will not easily
be  overcome. ¢ troubles which the
new schools encounter may be illustrated
by an incident which oceurred a few
months ago in one of the most populons
provioces. At Kwellin a provincial col-
lege had been established, and its facwlty,
possessed of a zeal for the new learning,
cansed “a school-house in foreign style
to be built in an adjoining district, and
it soon had a hundred students in uni-
form i attendance. In the distriet for
two months there had been no rain dur-

WOT YET

655

g the growing season, and, the crops
being threatened by the drouth, the coun-
try p-n:upfl:: '_lumed in a procession to the
temple to {pﬁl for rain. Now, in the
provinge o wn.ngl!ii it is thﬂ'l;!.ghl: to e
most anpropitions if the on of
suppliantz for rn should happen 1o muﬂ
any ane clgthed in white or w
hat. This procession on its way to ﬂ'l-l':
temiple had 1o by the new school-
house, and the g;: came out o see the
procession, wearing their white umiorm
and straw hats.  Thas, combined with the
foreipn appearance -nf the school-house,
caused angry murmurs to pass through
the crowd, and very soon these culnm-
nated in a violent attack on the school
and the students. Severnl were badly
beaten and all who were caught had their
white suits torn from their backs. The
town  magistrate ntervened (o restore
cirder, bt was himsel{ severely handled
and knocked down with a stone.  Only
the arrival of soldiers prevented greater
damage. The crowd was dispersed, leav-
mg the schoai-house n a dilapidated con-
dition. The head-master and teachers
were greatly frightened, "threw up their
job,” ‘and fled to the provincial college.

"“''HE COMING OF THE CICARETTE

A correspondent . the same paper
from which the § ing is taken gives
an account of an meident not entirely ‘m
line with the subject | am discussing, but
it ix illustrative of the new spirt of en-
terprise which is awakening the great
Empire and in which certain American
interests are faking an active part. Under
the heading of “The coming of the cigar-

tte'” he writes:

“Nanking has at lemgth, for the first
time in its jong history, fallen a victim to
Western advertisement enterprise. Two
agents of the American Tobaceo Com-
pany recently spent two weeks in this
city, and now about the gates of our two-
thousand-year-old walls and on almost
every other conspicious place one sees
flammg advertisements of American cig-
arettes.

“The strangers seem also to have pre-
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sented cigarettes with such lavish gener-
ofity lo the man in the street that his
:mpﬂmﬁ hnh:-: been aroused: he does
not know what the hoped-for quid pro
guo is, but feels sure that the motive was
not philanthropy. A report was there-
fore started that the cigarettes were in-
jurious, and that it was a wholesale at-
tempt to poison the J:ea As a ‘result,
some  public-spirite students pn:rpar:ﬂ
a number of posters which they past

under the new atdvertisements, :ll:lfnrmm
the people that the tolmeco contain
opium or morphia and warping them
against smoking to their hurt. 18 18
said to have neutralized the effect of the
advertisements in the popular mind and
gw{rlm a temporary check 1o the cigarette
trade.”

A COMMON LANGUAGE FOR THE FEOPLE

Retumning to the subject of education,
another important benefit to result from
the general system of schools throughout
the Em e is to provide a common lan-
guage for the p I;ITI‘_ There are many
diﬁ!ﬂ:tﬁ i the different provinces, and
on the seaboard especially  between
Shanghai and the southern border al-
most every district has its own dialect;
so that it is often im possible for the in-
habitants of adjoinn hznnalmﬁ to com-
municate with each other, except through
the written The new regula-
tions require the Mandarin dinfect to be
used in the instruction in all the govern-
ment schools, Hence it may be expected
that the coming generation, educated in
the schools, will a common lan-
puage, and this should greatly tend
toward the consalidation of the Empire,

The croakers, mainly among the for-
cign residents, predict that urhrul they
term the educational craze will soon lose
its force, that the inexperienced board of
education at Peking will not be able to
skillinlly direct it, that the financial
schemes will prove ineffective, and that
there will be in ttme & returm to the an-

tiguated methods. The advocates and
mppnrt:n of the new education are likely
to encounter opposition and disappoint-

Tre NarionaL Grocgrardic MAGAZINE

ment before their plars are fally sm:-
cessful, but I believe their hr;r wﬂf
eventoally realized. An m:ﬁuu
SETVET, wnhng from thl: cap f the
province of Fulden, says

“The new education ha.a struck this
place with full foree. The old schools
have disappeared, Ewervwhere omne
meets bovs in eaps and uniforms, with
school books under their arms. The
books are as modern as their appearance,
anil they are of all ages from 7 o 8
years to past 30 vears. There can be no
successinl reaction in China now. The
new educational movement all through
the provinces makes it impossibie,”*

CHINESE ENUCATED IR AMERICA BECOM-
ING PROMINENT

About thirty vears ago the Chinese
government entered upon the project of
setiding bovs selected from good fami-
lies to be educated in the United States,
several scores of them were placed in
families and schoolz in New England,
and the EFII-EJ‘PH:!—E: bid fair to assame
very large proportions..  Coincident wath
the demand from Califorma for the ex-
clusion of Chinese Inborers, which led
tao the exclusion treaty of 1880, the con-
servatives in the government brought
about a cessation of the movement.
Those who were edycated in this country
returned to their native land, bot they
were mot welcomed by the then ruling
powers in the government. They were
in great measure excluded from the pub-
e service, for which they were well
fitted ; but in Iate vears many of them
have been given prominent places in the
Eﬂ\'Lfﬂﬂ'llfNI and are now most fﬂTE],'-'ﬁl-'Eu"
ous: in inaugurating and carrying for-
warid the rn%rm movements of the day,

One of the l,mpﬂnmtt and influential
Ert'ﬁimls in Peking is Tang Shao-vi (or

ong Shon Tee), one of the American
educated students sent fo this country in

*An interedling report on the new elucs.
tional movement, pared by the mtellipent
Chinese Secretary FnT the American tiomn,
Edward T. Williams, will be found in Forelgn
Relitions of the United Sistes, 1908, p, 197,
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1873, He is now a4 member of the Board
of Foreign Affnirs and the ruling spint
of that important body. [le negotinted
with Great Britain the new Tibetan
treaty, and has recently heen mude ome
of the new custors brard, having to do
with both foreiprd and interior tixes.
The Em Dowager, to signalize her
appreciation of his talent and services,
has conferred on him a high mnk, hever
before bestowed on any but Manchus of
the highest order. Dr Maorrison, the
well-known correspondent of the London
Times, in a late dispatch pavsa high trib-
ute to hiz capacity and uprighiness

Another of the American stodents of
the seventies is the present lmperial
Minister Plenipotentiary to the United
EtntE‘E Sir Chmtun Xa Ehcnq It
is o Aattery to sav that the Chinese Em-
pire has never hrfnre had so able a repre-
sentative in Washington, & cultivated
gentlerman and one who appreciates the
friendship and pood will of the govern-
ment and people of the United States
Others of the American students of that
periond are also filling high places in the
Empire.

or the past twenty years the Chinese

students in American schools and eol-
leges have been numbered annually only
by the geores when they might have heen
by the hondreds or even thousands
Until President Roosevelt issued  his
order in June of last vear, putting an
end to the harsh measures of the Lmmi-
F‘ﬁtiﬂn Barean, it wis almost impossible
o 0 Chinese muth to secure admission
to the United States to pursue his eduea-
tion. We can only conjecture what
might have been' the influence on the
destiny of that great people if the prac-
tice of sending students to America by
the Chinese povernment thirty yvears ago
had not been discontinued.

FOREIDN DIPLOMAS WELCOMED

One of the influences which has de-
terred stidents from going abroad has
been the practice of not crediting them
with the edocation thus acquired, hu:t af
compelling them on their fetum to take
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up the antiquatéd Chinese studies and
spent years m preparing to pass the com-
petitive exdmination which was required
for admission to the lowest ranks of the
public service, An imperial ediet, how-
ever, was issued last vear which recog-
nized the walue of toreign education to
Chinese officials by conferring on quite
n number of students lately  returned
from Japan the examination degrees and
appointing them at once to official posi-
tions, But a atill more important step
in mig&ﬁ”ﬁim Wﬁi t!ndllrm Tru monthe
ago, nnese holding foreign di-
pﬂlnumni were invited by thtghimrd of edu-
cation to submit themselves it Peking
for examination in the subjects they had
studied abroad, and similar expminations
are to be held hereafter annually, A
large number responded, of whom 42
were admitted, 23 with Japanese degrees,
17 with American, and one each with

lish and Cerman. They were al-
loweil to use either Chinese or a foreign
language. The London Times corre-
spandent reports that ¢ were granted the
degree of Chinese doctorite, 23 that of
master of arts, and 10 were rejected. It
i interesting to note that of the ¢
doctors B had stiudied in the Umited
States, the highest being a graduate of
Yale, and it is reported that “those who
had studied m the United States piroved
themselves superior to all the others.”
The snccesstul candidates were to have
the high honor of being received by the
Emperar, and their way is opened to the
government service, [t is gratifying to
irarn that graduntes of the mission ml-
leges in China were admitted to these
ecxaminations.

These measures and the encourage-
ment of the imperial and proviucinl goy-
efmments (o !.'I:u-l:T a!}rn'uf have riven a
great impetus {o Lhﬂ exodus of LhIﬂEEE
students o fo lands. The im-
perind government has directed that the
students n the different countries be
placed under the care of the respective
diplomatic represenmtives, and in execu-
tion of this duty Sir Chentung Liang
Cheng assembled all the Chinese stu-
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dents in the United States in a confer-
ence at Amherst, Massachusetts, last
summer, and three days were passed in
comparing experiences and in consider-
ing the best methods of making their
stay abroad most nseful 1o their country,

A WDMEN'S DAILY NEWSFAFER, EDITHED BY
WOMEN

Not the least of the ageéencies which
have brought about the new educational
moverment has been the rapid multiplica-
tion of verracular newspapers m China.
An old resident of the country, in com-
menting upon this innovation, writes that
five vears app & man secen reading a news-

er was ridiculed as a follower of the
foreign devils. Now they are published
in every mmportant town in the Empire
and are widely read by the peaple. T
dasy there are fen native daily news-
papers published in Peking alone. One
of these is a women's daily, edited by
women, dealing with foreign and domes-
tic mews, politics, history, geography, as-
tronomy, as well as the training of chil-
dren and the cre of infants. The in-
troduction of women into the body
politic is one of the most astonishing
features of the present awakening. Chr
mindister in communicating the details
of the boyeott of American goods last
vear to the State Department transmitted
the fact that one of the largest mass
meetings in Shanghai to enc ¢ the
boveott was held in the Wupen E,I['I!-
schoal, and that it was attended “by a
farge number of Chinese ladies; both old
and voung, who followed with ntelli-
gent mterest the speeches that were made
at the meeting.”

REVISING A CODE 2000 YEARS OLI

The revision which i3 now going on
in the Chinese penal code is one of the
most important of the reforms which
have been recently instituted, for it tends
to the accomplishment of two very de-
sirable results—hrst, the relief of the
people from the ancient cruel and bar-
barous nits; and, second, the
eventual releaze of the country from sub-
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rection to the very irritating practice ol
exterritoriabity.

We ure accustomed to look upan the
Chitrese svstem of jurisprudence as crode
and almost barbarnic. The oft-repeated
statement of foreign residents that there
are no lawvers in the Empire and what
we hear of the methods of administering
justice confirm us in this opimon, Bt
the fact is that the Chinese people have
enjoyed for wvery many centunes the
benefit of a well-digested code of laws,
embracing in large  measure the ele-
mentary  pnnciples of  jurisprodence
which distinguizh the svstems of law of
the presemt day. Two thousand years
ago the reigning Emperor e the
laws, which had been enforced in the
Empire for centuries before, to be codi-
fie, and the compilation constituted
forty volumes, each wvolume being de-
voted to a specified branch of law. Since
then this code has undergone various
changes, under different dvnasties, but
it has rermained the fundamental struc-
ture of Chinese jurisprudence.

The coie as it now exists was revised
and published i 1647, three vears after
the present Manchi dynasty began jts
reign.  The emperor in his preface to the
publication states that a mumerous
of magistrates was assembled at the cap-
ital to revise and digest the code, by the
exclusion or introdoction of such matter
as "was likely to comtoibute to the at-
tainment of justice and the general per-
fection of the work.,” When red,
it was snbmtted to a select number of
the great officers of state to carefully
examine the whole. “Wherefore,” says
the emperor, “let it be your great care,
officers and magistrates of the interor
and exterior de = of otur Empire,
diligently to o the same; and (o
farbear mm futnre to give any decision, or
to pAss any sentence, according to vour
private sentiments, or upon your pnsup-
ported authority. Thus shall the magis-
trates and people took up with awe @nd
submission to the justice of these ipstitu-
tioms, * * * and be equally secured
for endless generations in the enjoyment
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of the happy efforts of the great and
nihkle iviﬂuts of our illustrious progeni-
tors.”

This later code, however, while pre-
serving the enlightened principles which
distinguished the ancient jurn ence,
was, we learn from the imperial edict of
last vear, {H&ﬁFJIEd and degraded by the
mtroduction of the cruel and more severe
punishments of the Manchus—a race
moare barbarous than the refined and en-
lightened Chinese. It is this portion of
the code which has recently undergone
mdical modihcations.

THE HORRIBLE METHODSE OF CAPITAL PUN-
IBHMENT ABANDONED

The forms of capital punishment here-
tofore in practice have been changed to
simple decapitation and stranguiation.
;[‘im_',r] WE horrible in their mﬂhu&];s nm:fl

ely based upon superstitious J 0
tﬁuffmm H_EF_FBTIE execution by dis-
memberment was téermed in  Chinese
“death by slicing,” or “lingering death.”
The offender was tied to a stake or cross
and the bodv gradually sliced bevond
recogmition, It 18 said, however, not to
have been a lingering death, as the third
cut was usually the fatal one. The pur-

se of thie sentence was not so much
the torture of the ersminal in this world
a5 to make hi= fate more dreadful in the
world to come. As hiz body was un-
recognizable here. so his spirit will be
unrecognizable in the other world, unless
the fragments of his body can be brought
together again. This form of punish-
ment was reserved for such heinous
erimes as high treason, parricide, or the
marider of a hosband.

The punishment of “decapitation, with
exposure af the head,” was one degree
more severe than simple decapitation. In
the latter case the body is delivered to
the relatives, who are permitted to have
the head sewn on, so that the deceased
may mot wander headless in the land of
shades. "Beheading the corpse™ was the
practice of carrying into execution the

*For further examination, sée Chiness in
Law and Commerce, by T. B, Jernfgan, 10905,
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sentence of decapitation when the con-

demned had died in
buried. Cases are cited where the body
was exhumed and cut to pieces. Stran-
gulation is regarded as: Jess iponminious
than decapitiation, as there is no dismem-
hertment.

Lesser forms of punishment have been
branding on the arm or the face, applied
to hardened criminats, which has
abolished ;: and' corporal punishment by
beating with the bamboo, which has been
lightened.

It has been customary in the case of
certain serious offenses to punish the rel-
ptives of a eriminal as well as the erimi-
mil himself for his crime, as the Chinese
lnw proceeded upon the assumption of
the responsibility of the family for the
acts of each of its members. It was an
unjust procedure, but it often aperated
#% a deterrent of crimes. This has been
entirely abolished by the imperial edict.

EXAMINATION nY TORTURE AND ITNDEF]-
NITE DETENTION IN PRISON ABOLISHHED

It has been a commeon practice in the
Chinese courts o examine the zccused
with the aid of torture. It is based upon
the theory that the prisoner must ac-
knnw!ed%e his guilt before he can be pun-
ished. The same practice has been re-
sorted to respecting witnesses.  All thie
has been done away with likewise. Steps
have also been taken to put a stop to
?;E_;hn:l serions abuse, the deterition in-
defmitely in prison of persons charged
with offénses and of witnesses alleged
to be important for the conviction. Many
have languished for years withoot x trial.
It was a crying evil, especially in civil
cases, us where a debtor was kept
prison until some settlement could be
forced otit of his relatives. The same
w in Chinese 13 used for “prison™ and
LR r .|'l

The places of confinement are said to
be usually of the most wretched and filthy
character. The imperial edict directs
that a rigid and frequent mspection be
made of them for the of pre
venhing unjust imprisonments and for

rizon and been
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iinproving the condition of the prisons.
Thﬂ&i:[:gcmﬂtldﬁ with these words:
"Lt each official be diligent in secking
the welfare of the people, and give ear-
nest attention to the settlement of litiga-
tion, and =o fulfill the purpose of the
throng to have compassion upon the lowly
and 1o lighten their punishments.”*
The foregoing has been a zomewhat
esome narrative, but [ have thonght
e recital necessary in onder to show
what a notable advance the Chinese gov-
ernment hns made within the past two
yvears in the crimimal procedure of its
courts,  And vet it does not become us
to be tog severe npon these Orientals for
the backward state of their methods of
punishment, for it has not béen fmany
generations sinee the Christian mations
emerged from a similar regime. ‘Willlam
of Orange, the heroic defender of the
Protestant faith, the ruler of one of the
most enlightened and humane nations of
modern times, wis assassinated by a re-
ligious fanatic, Listen to the punish-
ment inflicted by a judicial tribunal vpon
the murderer: He was condemned to
have his right hand pressed in a case of
red-hot iron; his arms, legs, and thighs
torn with hot pincers; his chest cut open,
his heart torn out and thrown in his face;
the hesd severed from the body and stuck
on' a pke; the body quartered and each

[t‘m placed ‘over a gate of the uty,
ithin a century, in England and

America capital pumishment was fnflicted
for a much lpnger hst of and much less
serious offenses thon - in China.  Within
the memory of many who hear me to-
night imprisonment for debt was enforced
in the Tinited States. Happily for man-
kind the world around, we are living
today it & better age, and China is-seek-
ing to take her place among the humane
mitions of the earth.

PLANE TD NMAKE ITH COURTS
STTED TO FTOREIGNERS

The other motive which has impelted
the imperial government to this reform

% Far edicts and potes thereon, see T, S
Foretpn Belalions, 1004, p. 176, '
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has been to place it more speedily in a
posttion to follow the example of Japan
and demand release from the exterri-
torial regime. Under this practice, as
is well known, foreigners who by their
acts in Chinik subject themselyes to erim-
ial Or civil liigation must bave thelr
cazes tried before their own consul, as
thev are exempt from the jurisdiction of
the Chinese courts. Besides, in all the
important ports a foreien settlement is
esiablished with meter and hounds,
within which Chinese sovereigaty is pot
;:an:iml as agninst the foreign munici-
ity.

This 1s-a condition which 18 very hu-
miltating to Chinese pride and a source
of much discontent, but it i2:a condition
which mwnst continue unti] the system of
jurispridence of the Empire is brought
more nearly into harmony with that of
the western nations, and its courts are 30
purified as to make it safe for foreigners
to be subjected to their jurisdiction, with
an assyrance that justice will be admin-
istered  fairly and free from corrupting
influences. A long step has been taken
i the direction of enfranchizement by
the reforms which I have noted in the
critminal  procddure, buf much skl re-
miins to be done.  Japan had o wait for
tent years, after it had entirely reformed
its code =0 as to conform to the western
svetem of lawe and had completely reor-
ranized ite judiciary svstem, hefore the
nations with which it had treaties cone
sented to the abolitton of the exterri-
torial regimie

THE NEW ARMY

For many generations China has been
the least warhike of any of the great na-
tong,. Her most venerated philosopher
amid statesman, Confucivs, tzught s
people that nations as well as individnals
should eettle their differences by appeals
to right and justice. Consequently the
soldier has cccupied a low place in the
social and political orgpamzation of the
country. The tiller of the soil and the
inclustrial classes have been preferred
before him: Buot in the last century of
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mmterccurse with  the Christian  mations

the Chinese have learned that another

spirit and a different practice governs
the affairs of mankind, They have zeen
that the blasphemous declaration of the
greatest warmior of modern times, that
God is always on the side of the heaviest
battalions, governs the conduct, if not
the belief, of Christendom.

They have been slow to learn this sad
fact, hut they have awakened at last to
its reality, ey did not reach this con-
clusion, however, until they had suffered
the disastrous results of three unjust
wars with European powers, and until
an allied army, insignificant in numbers
byt powerful ‘i miodern armament, had
twice invaded their territory and almost
anopposed had  seized the capital and
dm:LtﬂL’r humiliating anid oppressive terms

peace.  The conditet of their com-
rnu*r.!eh small but warlike neiphbor,
Sﬂﬁm in equipping itself with the latest
methads and appliances of muodern
sianghter and overthrowing in armed
contlict China's most drended foe was
also a very impressive lesson.

The weakness of China, from a2 mili-
tary int of wiew, his impressed
strorgrly fts rulers, and measures have
been in progress for a few years past 1o
create a numerous and powerful army,
trained and equipped in the most ad-
vanced modern methods. Antedating the
action of the central government, the two
most advanced oi the vicerovs, Yuan
Shih-kat and Chang Chil-tung, set to
work lo organiee such armies, and great

rogress has already been made by them.

n these two vicerovalties there are now
nat less than 150,000 soldiers, drilled and
equipped. on a modern military basis.
Other vicerovs and governors are fol-
lowing their example, and the imperial
government 15 assuming the general con-
trol of all these forces, which will con-
stitute i tine an army ovaling in/ num-
bers, troiming, and outht those of Japan
and the mulitary oations of Europe.

What 8 termed the Narthern Army,
under Yuan-Shili-kai, held maneuvers in
the autumn of last vear, which were at-
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tun%ﬂhl:; lhnﬂfuﬁugn l:llhT atti:nﬂh-l‘.‘i
at Pe and they reported with sur-
prise that they had seen a formudable
modern army, and that they had wit-
nessed “a display momentous and ;g:::b
making in the history of the Far
Emu‘[ar man(ruvers were held in October
last, in which divisions from the two
armies took pert. The London Times
correspondent, i giving a iof these
latter, savs: “The general opinion formed
at the manceuvers by the military attaches
was not unfavorable, th many vears'
wark * * * will be needed before
the troops can claim equality with those
of more advatced nations.” It would
seem that this t and populouns Empire
had at last laid aside ite antiguated no-
tions of r?ht and justice, and had entered
into the fierce ::trmp:ut:n-rl af the Chris-
thin nations for preserving the peace of
the world with vast armies and formid-
able navies,

FOREIGN ARMY CRITICIEM

Some foreign military critics are in-
clined, however, to minimize the impor-
tance of this movement. Thi:_'lf say that
the making of an army i3 4 matter of
VERTH ; th‘tt a fighting instinct must be
created . ad a patriotic spirit must be
back of it, in both of which the Chinese
race is def. *nt.  Up to & recent period
the literati, who give tone to public
opinion, have looked down upon the
fighting men, and it & guestionable
whether they do not still, ’lrlf'_ﬂ of real
influence in the army, they sav, are rare
und it lacks capable generals.  Ahsolute
integrity is necessary, and great corrup-
tion is known to have existed in the
chase of armament and supplies. There
is no medical staff, the organimtion is
weak in cavalry, desertion 1= rampant,
and many other improvements are neces-
sary before the Chinese can successiully
meet a Tapatese or a Euro army.

There is much trath in this cnticism;
but all of the difficulties cited may be
overcome in  time by persistency, of
which the Chinese have an abundance,
and by right methods, which they appear
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to be applving as rapidly as possible.
The military or army recrganization
board at P:f:ing IS CXCTCISINg SHpErVis-
ion over the wviceregal anid provincial
troops and giving cohesion to them, &o
that they wiall be in reality an imperial
army. It bas issued orders to have
turned over to it all provincial srsenals
and gun factories, a great step toward
mitlitary centralization. A recent edict
decrees that any official having to do with

the purchase of arms and army supplies
fmmd ity of ﬂﬁhﬂnﬁlf ar dccepling
bnbes shall be decapitated ; and it is said

that the frauds h‘:ﬁh:lf-l:}l"e practiced by
Européan armament agents are now al-
most impossible.

UHE SOCIAL ETATUS OF THE SOLIMER MADE
EQUAL TD THAT DF THE CIVILIAN

The low grade of the military serviee
has been noticed.  In the past a marked
difference has existedd between the civil
and military officers of the government.
A civil mandarin, for instance, is exempt
from corporal punishment in cage of mis-
demeanors, while a military officer for
such offenses can he sentenced to a num-
ber of blows with the bamboo, For these
reasons Chinese parents have preferred
to have their sons study for the literary
degree, which opened to them civil offi-
cil rank and title. In the recrganization
of the official grades now going on, these
distinctions are to be dotie away and the
military officers to be placed on a status
of equality with the civil mandarins.

Militarv officers as a class have been
illiterate and many of them have risen
from the ranks. These defects, it is ex-

., Will in some micasure be remedied

v ﬂ:le general svstem of education of
which T have spoken. But there have
already been established military and
naval schoals in a number of provinces,
and [ learn from the report of Secretary
Williams to the Department of State
that it 15 propased to establish in every
provinee two grades of military and naval
schools, and in Peking an imperial mili-
tary r.'ullegt and also a ::ua.\ral college, stu-
dents for which will be supplied fram the
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provincial schools just named. In addi-
tion, the imperia! board of eduocation
with n view to inspiring in the rising
generation a patrionc and martial spirit,
has required military drill in all the pov-
ernment primary and r schools
and the wearing of a uniform by all the
stidents.

[t must be admitted that the lesson, o
which 1 have alluded, which the nations
of our western civilization have with
such severity taught the Chinese, that
they can only enforce respect, protect
their interests, and in and mamtain
their sovereignty by force of arms, is in
a fair way of being put into practical
operation. If they can maintain their
existence as a consclidated empire for a
single generation longer, as they have
for thousands of vears, until their 1:;7
is fully trained, c{?mppcd and made
cient for war, and a navy commmensurale
with this imperial army built and put in
hostile array, well may the nations which
have despoiled them of their territory and
treated their race with contumely and
astracisi pray that they may return to
the teachings of their great ph:lnsn:rph:r
who enjoined his followers to practice
the spirit of the Golden Rule.

MANY BAILROADS BEING BUILT UNDER
CHINESE INITIATION

Turning to a more agreeable phase of
Chinese progress and reforms, the con-
struction of railroads attracts our atten-
tion, When they were first sought to be
introduced they met with intense oppo-
sition from the people, which forced the
imperial government to temporize with
the numttér. An element of supersbibon
entered into the ion, and the dis-
turbance of the ancestra]l tombs hy the
construction of the roads lent sympathy
to the opposition. But bosiness con-
siderations also influenced the popular
hostility. The Grand Canal, which was
at the date of its construction the greatest
commercial work ever undertaken, has
of late vears fallen much out of repair;
but it still affords employment to a vast
amount of capital and hundreds of thou-
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sands of people, It was feared with
much reason that the introduction of
railroads would leave this capital and
labor without employment.

But the construction of the railway
lines from Peking to Tientsin and the
Manchurian frontier and from Peking to
Hankow has demonstrated their utility
and that they will be profitable when
wiscly planned. The old opposition has
given way, and the entire country seems
seized with a strong desire to build rail-
rowds. Mr Hayes, the American consul
at Nanking, in a report made in Septem-
ber last, states that 9000 miles of such
roais are in operation or under construc-
tion. He gives a detailed list of more
than a score of railroads “which have
been or are being built by Chinese in-
E-:i.ljd‘yf and under entire Chinese con-

Foreign interests in and out of China
ingist that the Chinese are not competent,
without foreign direction and acsistance,
to build or operate railroads, and that
neither native nor foreign capital in suff-
aent amounts will be forthcoming for
such enterprises under native control, Tt
is probable that such enterprises will en-
countér  serious  disappointments  and
undergo costly expenences, and that it
woulld be better to have a participation of
foreign skill and capital; but, if the Chi-
nege desire and are ready to enter upon
such experiments, [ see no reason why
they should not be allowed to do =0, nor
why such action on their part should be
constried into a spirit of hostility to for-
mg?m. It vay be added that a race
which constructed the Great Wall and
the Grand Canal, two of the greatest efn-
gineering  achievements of all  time,
should naturally have a laudable ambi-
Bon to build their own railroads.

THE CIVIT, ENGINEERS AND ALL RAILWAY
OPERATOES ARE CHINAMEN

Anintelligent American observer, who
has ﬁ;mnt the last few years in China and
traveled extensively in the country, savs:
“1 think it probable that during the next
twenty vears more miles of railway will
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be built 1n China than m any other part
of the world; and while foreigners may
assist in furnishing the capital, the prime
movers will be the Chinese themselves,
who will insist, as far as they are able,
upon retaining substantial control.” IHe
ndds, that the “Chinese are reaching the
point where they can dispense with for-
eigners in operating their railroads. The
entire northern division of the Imperial
Railway of China had not, the last time
I traveled over it, a single white em-
ployee.”* Apropos of the ability of Chi-
nese engnneers for radroad construction,
Mr Hawynes, already cited, reports that
the most dificult bridge, 2,300 feet long,
on this ine of 526 miles was built by a
Chinese civil engineer, who graduated
from the Sheffield Scientific School of
Yale University.

A :dmﬂhug of cnn-::?imi: hm::f hr:Hm

nted to foreigners for lines -
fnT:dn. and they are now under construc-
tion, notwithstanding the desire of the
natives to monopolize this class of im-
provements, The eifect of the operation
of all these lines of pablic trafhic will be
to shimulate trade, both domestic and for-
eign, make the inhabitants by intertom-
munication more imtelli and homo-
renesus, and greatly consolidate the Em-
pire by bringing its remoter sections in
rapid contact with the central povern-
rent.

A CONSTITUOTIONAL COVERNMENT
PLANNED

The reform movement in China which
is attracting most attention abroad is the
action of the imperial government look-
ing toward the granting of a constitution
and a representative assembly, or parlia-
ment. The step taken 13 very nommble,
but not =6 radical a departure from the
existing regime as might be supposed
The government of China i= an antocracy
in form, but in few of the countries of
the world 18 the spint of democracy so
manifest and potent. This has had a
marked illustration in the changes which

*The New Far East, by Thomay F, Millard,
1,
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have taken place in the lust few months
in a number of the most important prov-
inces, where at the popular demand vice-
roys have been removed and more accept-
ahle ones appaintui In no other nation
are the public offices so freely opened to
the masses, as under the system of com-
petitive examinations the lowest subject,
with a few class exceptions, may fit him-
gelf for and obtain the highest office
There is no hereditary nobility, except of
the imperial family. The Emperor

nizes himself and is recognized by his
stthjects as being controlled by a higher
law than his own will. For many cen-
turies the countrv has been governed by
boards or departments at the capital,
soriewhat complicated, but smilar in
their operation to most of the political
systerms: of the western nations,  [n more
than one instance where the Emperor
has gone contrary to the views of his
advisers and the popular will he has been
depased and a new occupant of the throne
chosen, who was more subservient 1o the
established institutions of the Empire
The teachings of Confucius and Mencius;
thée highest Chinese authorities in gov-
ernmental and ocial matters, were based
apon the principle of securing the com-
mon good of all; bence a constitutional
government might well be the
legritimate offspring of the ancient order
in Ching, independent of any aid rendered
by modern civilization.

It i quite compatible, therefore, with
the existing principles of government to
take steps toward a more formal consti-
tutiopal regime.  But, as becomes a con-
servative people, these steps are being
taken with deliberation. In the frst
pilace, an imperial edict was issued July
t6 of last year, after many councile as to
the reforms most needed iljr the country,
appointing two commissions, composed
of prominent and intelligent officials, to
visit the United States and Europe. The
edict stated that “the court has repeatedly
annonpnced in plain speech that earnest
efforts must be made to introdoce re
forms, * * * ‘with the view to raise
China from her present condition of
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weakness and deliver her from the dan-
gers into which she has fallen;" and the
comimissioners were commanded “to in-
gquire into the methods of the various for-
cign governments, in the hope that we
may be thus able to select and adopt the
best,”

We well remember the favorable im-
prezsion made by the commissioners who
recently visited Washin and other
cities of the United States. The two
traveling commissions (as they were
called), having completed their invest-
gations;, returned to Peking in Angust
last, had several audiences of
the Emperor and Empress Dowager, and
submitted their reports in writing, recom-
mending the establishment of a constitu-
tional government. ‘These reports were
the subject of earnest cabinet councils,
i which the conservative element of the
Court made determined efforts to Jdefeat
the constitutional plan, bot they Analiy
failed. It appears that Yuan Shih-kai,
who was summoned to the capital from
Tientsin, and Tuan Fang, the most effi-
cient member of the traveling commis-
sions, were the influential advocates of
the constitution, and it is said won over
the support of a large majority of the
cahinet, as well as the Emperor and Em-
press Dowager.

A NOTADLY EDICT

As a result, the imperial edict was
issued September 1 last, announcing the
decision of the throne to grant and
“adopt a constitutional systemm ™ which
the supreme authority shall be vested in
the crown, but all guestions of govern-
ment shall be considered by a popular
assembly.”  The edict is a notable docu-
ment, and 1 re that I Jdo not have the
time to read it in full. It sustains the
decision to adopt a constitution by citing
the deplorable condition of the country
which threatens danper and disaster,
which can only be avoided “by bromden-
ing our knowledge, improving our laws,
and keeping in the path of progress.”
However, before ereating a constitution
and a representative ‘assembly, it says
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several things must be accomplished.
The existing official organization must
be reformed and purified ; education must
be extenided ; the finances put in order:
the mulitary svsten improved, and the
gentry and e made to understand
political affairs. In a few vears, when
the system shall have been studied and
ontlined, a form of constitution will be
annooneced and the date for patting it in
operation fixed,

FOREIGN CRITICTSM

It ® somewhat thscoumpging to  note
that this great proclamation, although
recogmized as a memorable document,
has met with severe criticism from for-
eign zources. The most intelligent and
farr-nuinded of these erites to which 1
have access 15 the Shanghil News™ an
English  daily, which has devoted to it
a number of recent editorinls. [ts chief
eriticism iz that no time is fixed for an-
pouncing the constitution or putting the
representative  assembly in  operation ;
that the preliminary work marked out
may roquire ten or twelve vears, or even
a lifetime, and thus the promised reform
be postponed indefinitely, as, it iz alleged,
the history of China for the last half a
century has been larrely & record of bro-
ken promises. It recognizes that it s a
great ambition of .a monarch to be the
riler of three hnmdred millions of wnited

and prosperous people ; that the granting
‘of a constitution and parhament would

increase  their patriotic  pride, while
making them more serviceable to the
throne, and if sincerely 1ssued and car-
ried out it would be the acrme of shrewd
statesmanship, but that the ery for re-
form seems to come from those who will
not reform themselves.

The answer to the first part of this
criticism may be found in the conduct of
Japan. In the vear 1860 the Mikado
took what is termed the “charter cath,”
promising the give the people of Japan
a deliberative assembly, and in the mean-

*Acknowledgment i mmde of indebtedness
te the Shanghai NMewy for many of the facts
stated in this paper.
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ume to study the institubons o1 otler
countries; but not until 1881, twelve
vears later, did he fix definitely the period
when the promised parliament would be
comvened, which was to be ten vears
luter still, before which latter date he
gave assurance that the constitution
would be promulgated, antd he warned
lvis people that they should “hasten slowly
toward constitutional and representative
govermment,” [t 15 too frue that very
many of the ruling party in China who
are opposed to the reforms inaugurated
are pnworthy and corrupt officials; but
this fact s recognired in the ediet from
the throme and a determination is eéx-
pressed to make an earnest effort to im-
prove the methods and morals of public
administration; and the critics must
admit that the men who are directing the
constitutional movement, such as
Chih-tung, Yuan Shi-kai, Tuan Fang.
and Tang Shao-vi, are serious-minded
mien;, and will com fmvorably with the
statesmen of other lands for vprightness
and personal integrity.

Apainst them there cannot be brought
the criticism that the reform comes from
those who will not reform themselves
There is no doubt, however, that the most
serions  opposition to the constitution
cames from the bureaucracy. This oppo-
sition nmong the high officials at F:Eiﬁﬂ
has been =0 strong that Prince Teai Tseh,
the head of the traveling commissions,
felt 1t necessary a few weeks apo to ad:
dress another memorial to the throne,
in which he argues that “constitutional
government is beneficial both to the state
and the people, but most unbeneficial to
the official classes.” And he proceeds to
condemn the lack of loyvalty on the pan
of high dignitaries, who put their per-
sona]l advancement before their duty to
the country, and he warns their majesties
against arguments springing from such
selfish motives. After giving very forer
hle reasons in favor of 4 constitution, he
closes with this significant statement: 11
the throne does not grant the people their
rightful privileges when they qualify
themselves: tn ;:njq:n.' them, they will un-
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doubtedly try to claim them through
illegitimate channels."”

e criticism most strongly empha-
sized] against the practicability of a cen-
tralized representative government i the
present independent character of the vice-
roys and governors: of virices, who
will be found unwalling to surrender their
power, BHut it i# to be remiembered that
these officials are not hereditary rulers
like the Japanese daimios, but are ap-
pointed and removed at will by the im-
perial government, and the rale is that
no one shall be appointed to a province
of which he is n native or in which he
has local attachments. 1f the wvicerovs
are found to be resisting the policy of a
constitutional regime, they may be re-
moved and others more in harmony with
the new policy appointed in their places.

WELCOMED BY THE PFEOFLE

Let us turmn from the fcreign critics
and see how the Chinese people have re-
ceived the promised constitution. It 18
too early for reports from the interior
provinces, but we have news from many
of the great cities and centers of popula:
tion. At Tientsin, Hankow, Nanking,
shanghai, Canton, and a number of other
places a general holiday was declared,
amd the guilds, societies, and especially
the schools and educational associations,
anited in processions and mass meetings,
with patrictic addresses, and thanks tele-
graphed to the governmemt at Peking,
expressing their hearty appreciation of
the act. It may be of mterest to notice
more n detail the action of the le of
Canton, the most populous and wealthy
city of the Empire, the farthest removed
from the capital, and where it has been
understood revolts and the anti-dvnastic
spirit are most rampant. The report
statee that a general holiday was ar-

, business was snspended, and “the
celebration called forth the loudest ac-
clamations of rejoicing.” The chamber
of commerce took the lead, and was sup-
ported by the vanous guilds and socie-
ties. The shops and houses were gavly
decorated, processions paraided the
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strevts;, with bands of muosie amd fire-
works, and the guild hovses and public
halls were crowded with people, who
made their obetsanees before the imperal
tablets, bearing the names of the Em-
peror and Empress Dowager, as a mark
of gratitude for the gracions acts of their
L) in proposing 1 constitutional
government for the Empire.

Afterwards the erowds listened to pa-
trintic songs from the students of the
public schools and to addresses from
prominent persons.  In these the hearers
were exhorted to use their best endeavors
and influence toward the spread of mod-
em education, without which the country
never could understand the meaning of
constitutional government and the re-
sponaihility therefrom which rested upon
all, male and femnle; and they were
warned that impatience and haste in fry-
ing to bring about such government
would only ruin the hopes of those who
were working for the welfare of the
country, ‘Telegrams were also sent to
Peking, addressed to the princes and high
mimisters in charge of the reform meas-
ures, congratulating them on their im-
portant Iabors and askmg them to convey
to their imperial majesties the assurmnces
of their most loval devoticn, Tt is re-

rted fromn Peking that their majesties

ave manifested great pleasure in reading
the accounts of these celebrations held in
the principal cities of the Empire. With
such a spirit amimating the people, the
editor of the foreigm jourmal may well
characterize the step as the acme of wise
statesmanehip.

THE OFTUM CRUSADE

The imperial government, not content
with undertaking the important reforms
which I have noticed in education, juris-
prudence, industries, and politics, has
also grappled with the t moral vice
of its people—the opium habit. [t has
within the past hundred vears hecome
the crying social evil of the country, and
it is a gigantic struggle which has been
mangurated for its eradication. No one

who has not passed through the interior
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of the countty can appreciate the mag-
nitude of the problem. It is said that
nearly everv family has felt the clutch of
this monster vice, and it is known ta have
impoverished whole communities. It is,
however, dended that the drug is largely
nsed by the official class. A prominent
matidarin of Peking, speaking from inti-
mate knowledge of the matter, has stated
that a very small percentage of high offi-
clals in Peking smoke apium, and that of
all the viceroys and governors only one
is addicted to the habit.

This fact gives greater hope for the
enforcement of the edict which was issued
on September. 20 last, decreeing that
steps be taken for the gradual suppres-
sion of the cultivation of the poppy and
of the use of apium, and that shall
be completelv abalished at the expira-
tion of ten years. The edict declares
that those addicted to the habit have
wasted their time, neglected their trades,
rmned their constitutions, and squan-
dered their property ; that for this reason
China las become poorer and poores
every vear; and it exhorts the people to
stop the permicious habit, pluck out the
deep-seated cancer, and strive for an era
of physical health.

Uniortunately it will be impossible to
make the abolition of this devastating
vice effective without the cansent and eo-

tion of Creat Hritain. The result
of what is known as the "Opiom war” of
1840 secured the privilege to the British
East India Company and their successor,
the present government of India, to im-
port opium into Chima. Frequent ef-
forts have been made by Chima to have
this privilege abolished, but it is a great
spurce of profit to India, and the British
government bas steadily refused its con-
gent. It 15 claimed that, as the poppy is
much more largely produced n Chima
than in India, so long as that is permitted
i China it iz a legitimate trade Indin.

But there is a better prospect now than
ever before to reach some ent be-
tween the two countries. !;':ir Tnhin Mor-
ley, the secretary of state for India, a
statesmman of hiberal and hunmne views,
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has announced in Parliament that the
British government will go to the length
of a financial sacrifice to assist China in
any serious attempt to restrict the use of
opiam, Dr Morrison telegraphs the Lon-
don Times that “every missionary in
China, of whatever nationality, and the
overwhelming mass of disinterested pub-
lic opinion, beth official and unofficial
[British] will rejoice when the British
contiection with the traffic wholly ceases,™
The bishop of Hongkang is active in en-
listing the codperation of the British au-
thorities. He asserts that twice the
House of Commons has affirmed that
this connection with the Indo-Chinese
trade was wholly indefensible, and that
the trade increased incalculably the mis-
ery of millions of their fellow-men and
tended to the deterioration of a noble
race.

It is a source of great gratification to
state that the government of the United
States is not only free from any eonnec-
tion with the trade, but that American
citizens have from our earliest diplomatic
connection with China been forbidden to
engage n it. Hoth by treaty and diplo-
matic action, our influence haz been
thrown against it

It is a stupendous undertaking on the
part of the authorities to suppress this
vice, which has taken such a strong hold
upon the people. Tt mav be compared to
the ceaseless warfare that is being carried
on in this country against intemperance.
Among the first measures of the govern-
ment is the prolibition of the use of
opium in the new army and in the public
schools and colleges, and instruction as
to s evil effects. A late press telegram
from Peking states that several afficers
of the old Manchu Banner Corps have
been cashiered for smoking opium, that
the officials in all the yamens, or govern-
ment offices, at Peking have been ordered
to break themselves of the habit within
six months, and that an efforlt will be
made to apply a similar role to officials
under sixty years of throughout the
Empire, on pain of dismissal from the

SErVICE,
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The people alzo seem to he responding
in some measure to the appeals of the
authorities by organizing anti-opium so-
cieties: The methods of the one in Can-
ton will mdicate the character of their
efforts. The members of this society
pledge themselves not to use opium, and
to do all in their power to frée others
from its deadly grasp. They provide
doctors and medicines to those making
an ¢ffort to abandon the vice. They also
organize strect parades, in whld'l men
are dressed as tﬂ:l:hgjmed mlm sots, with
most ragged and disreputable garments
ani 1]1&%519:1:& painted an ashy paleness
familiar among confirmed smokers, thus
exhibiting to the spectators “the awful
example” of the opium fend.

KEFORME IN DHERS AND FOOTHINDING

It wounld seem that the foregoing state-
ment of the reforms uncdertaken in China
wottlil be sufficient to satisfy the dernands
of the most advanced advocates for its
regeneration ; but still other reforms are
being upon the government and
peopte. There are many who favor a
cha of the dress to the western style
and the abolition |::f the queue by imperial
edict. Changes in these matters are al-
ready in progress in the army and the
public schools, and it is probable that
they will be extended, as in Japan, with-
out povernmental interference. The
EE-pIitimn n::fl ﬁlﬂ‘l'i:l'_'r'd .a.ﬂﬂ; h!;.'gn;n}l; i

ing strongly pressed.  Neither of these
practices has been widespread, and while
fromm our western standpoint they are
blots upon oriental civilization, the gov-
ernment may well be spared the burden
of undertaking their abolition till the
other important reforms it has in hand
are in a more advanced stage of accept-
ance,

The movement for abandoning the cus-
tom of [oot-binding 1= making progress;
but it seems the most tenacious practice
to be overcome. It has withstood more
than one imperial edict, and the vast mu—
jority of the society women still cli
it as an evidence of refinement and ﬁh—
ion. The Empress Dowager seems de-
termined upon its destruction, has re-
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-m.-nﬂ}r issued a new fulmination st
it, anil is seeking to bring to bear official
ostracism and the influence of the schools

DESERVANTE F SUNDAY

The late announcement of Sanday as
a legal holiday, when the public ofhces
are to be closed, is not to be constried as
a step toward the acceptance of Chris-
tianity, but is another evidence of con
formity to western practices. Prince Pu
Lun, a member of the imperizl family,
who wisited our country two years agn
as the Emperor's rcpruuntnnw to the
St. Loms Exposition, in answer to my
inguiry as to what impressed him most in
our couniry, &aid it was our weekly resi
day, as in China they toiled on day afrer
dav without cessation. 1 have been told
that one of the reasons for the step taken,
was that Sunday was a favorite day with
western diplonmts at Peking to wisit the
Foreign Office, the day when the officials
of that department desired a vacation.
Some color s %‘rvm to that assertion
when it is seen from the last volume of
the Foreign Relations of the United
States that the American minister is ask-
mg for an appontment on that day to
visit the department on business.

Many parts of the country seem to
have a rage for foreign ways and ar
ticles. A correspondent from the far-
away interior province of Szechwan, on
the confines of Tibet, writes: “[ notice
quite & number of the natives are wear-
ing leather shoes made by local ecob-
blers. What they want is a shoe that
will polish and Took like the foreigner's.
In fact, they want eversthiog to look like
the iﬂrmgmrt They want 'hats like
they wear in Sh:mghm; likewise their
coats; they try to write with a lead pen-
cil instead of a Chinese pen ; they want
foreign pictures for their shops. All this
i= a feeling after something different from
their old wavs of living.  The next gen-
eration will want mare !IJ.'.'I'.'IH‘]H than their
fathers.”

The American observer from whose
book just published 1 have already quoted
says: "It is not unusual to see wealthy
Chinese going about in their motor cars,
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driven by native chauffeurs. [ saw the
young daughter of a high official riding
a bieycle through the street ina foreign
concession, attended by a servant on an-
other wheel, ® % *  Among nation-
alities none is todav more disposed to
take up pew and improved methods than
the Chinese.”

CHINA FOIR. THE CHINESE

And vet during the past vear and more
the f[oreign press has been full of com-
lnints that exists in China a bitter
ility to foreigners, eountenanced by
the governiment and :nmurﬁed by the
more intelligent and inHuential clhsses of
the population. It is alleged that every-
where throughout the Empire the ory is
“China for the Chinese,” and that this
means the exclusion of foreigners from
all concesstons and enterprises and from
participation in the development of the
country. To support these allegations
the following, among other recent oceur-
rences, are cited: The compulsory sur-
render of the Canton-Hankow Railroad
concession, the Shangha riot, the anti-
American boyeott, and the foreign cus-
LTS rvision. Let us éxamine how
far the facts sustain these allegations.
Much' misinformation has been pub-
lished respecting the repurchase of the
Canton-Hankow Railroad, Only a few
weeks apo 5o relinble a periodical as the
New York fndependent stoted that the
Chinese government had forced the re-
purchase in obedience to the demand of
the Chinese Natiomalists for the cancella-
tion of all foreign concessions, The
facts, briefly stated, are that out of special
consilerntion for the United States the
Chinese government granted to an Amer-
ican company in 1808 the most valuable
franchise in its gift, a concession to build
i railroad from Canton to Hankow, a
distance with its branches of over gbo
miles, through the most densely popue-
ated part of the country. Az the gov-
ernment desired for political reasons that
it should be an exclusively American en-
terprise, it inserted a provision in the
contract that the ownership or contral of
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the company should nov be transferred to
any other foréigners.  After some vears
spent in vain efforts to raise the necessary
capital in New York. the company did
what it was expressly forbidden to do,
sell a majority of the stock to Belgians,
with what was believed to be the backing
of China's most feared competitor, Rus-
s5ia. Besides, the sentatives of the
company by their overbearing conduct
had incurred the hostility of the local au-
thorities and people in China.  Seven
vears passed withoot any senous effort to
build the road, as only 32 miles had been
constructed, and that merelvy a branch
Iine, Under these circumstances the
government gave notice (o the company
that it had forfeited its concession by
reason of the sale to the Belgians, but
that it was prepared to repay all the ex-
penditures of the company. The latter
then alleged it had booght back the con-
trol from: the Belgians: but it was too
Iate to re-establish jtself in the confidence
of the people of the provinces, and by a
friendly arrangement the Government
paid to the company three times the
amount of its total expenditures and re-
ceived a surrender of the concession.

There is a concurrence of testimony of
American chservers on the ground that
the company by its bad conduct and un-
busineszlike methods had forfeited all
consigeration. Hon, William E. Curtis,
during a recent visit to China, wrote:
“The famous American-China Devel-
opment Company [the Canton-Hankow
Railroad Company | has made a wretched
miess of its concession and has dmgged
the honor and eredit of American capi-
talists across about 700 miles of Chinese
il and dost.™

Mg McCormick, the agent of the Asso-
ciated Press (uring the Russo-Japanese
war, 1ust returned from China, in'a recent
article in the New York Outlook, eavs
that the company clearly broke its faith
with the Chinese government, and that its
comduct, more than any other fact of our
mntercourse, tended “to destroy American
prestige and da d every American
enterprise in China” Mr Millard, a
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well-known correspondent, gives in his
book an account of the company, fully
confirming the other American writers
above cited, and concludes: “Thus igno-
minjously terminated the first important
project ever launched under American
auspices in China.” It may be added
that, so far from the Chinese hemg gov-
erned by a =pirit of hostility to foreigners
in this matter, the present mative com-
pany, under which the railroad 15 now
befng built, is ordering passenger cars
and oither rolling stock from American
manufacturers. :

The Shanghai riot of a yvear ago, which
was greatly exaggerated in the press re-
ports and led to the assembling in that
port of the war vessels of our western
powers, including the United States,
grew out of the attempt of the foreign
atithorities in the settloment to exercise
control over a Chinese woman charged
with a misdemeanor. A full account of
this riot was given by Mr George Ken-
nan, of this city, then in China, in the
Owtlook, in which the Chinese author-
ities were vindicated. Such was the con-
clusion of the American Consul General.
The British Minister for Foreign Affairs,
in discussing the riot in the House of
Commons, stated that the Chinese judge
was right in the case, and tl_‘::l_t the at-
tempt of the municipal authorities to ex-
ercise jurisdiction was “unfortunately an
act that was not warranted by our treaty
rights. * * * It shows the danger
of encroaching on Chinese jurisdiction in
these foreign settlements.”

So far as the anti-American boycott 18
concerned, to vimedieate the conduct of the
Chinese people there is need only to quote
the language of the President of the
United States in his message to Congress,
in which he savs that “in the effort to

out the nolicy of excluding Chinese
labarers; Chinese coolies, grave injustice
and wrong have been done by this mation
to the people of China.” And he clearly
states the cause in this lanpuage: “The
main factor in producing this bovestt has
been the resentment felt by the students
and hbusiness people of China, by all the
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Chinese leaders, apainst the harshness of
our law towiard edocated Chinamen of
the professional and business classes.”
The boveott was but the ebullition of
the hour, in which the patriotic spirit of
resentment of the sedate Oriental boiled
over for the time: but the usual friendly
fecling for America soan reasserted itself,
even before the amendments of the law
promised by the President were voted by
Congress. 1 venture the assertion that
every fair-minded American citizen ap-
planded the Chinese demonstration of re-
sentment, and hiz only regret was a feel-
ing of humiliation that his country should
be guilty of so flagrant a wrong to a
prowd but unofending people.

A great outery has been raised, espe-
cially in Hritish journals, because of the
creation during the present veéar of a
new commission of two prominent Chi-
nese officials, ealled the “"Customs Board,”
because it was supposed that it was the
intention to supersede Sir Robert Hart,
s British subject, who for forty vears
and more has so successfully managed
the maritime customs. The Chinese Gov-
ernment, however, has given positive as-
surances that it had no such intention.
Sir Robert, who continues at the head of
the customs, has issued a circular stating
that no ¢ was to be made, and an-
other of the evidences of the Chinese
hostility. to foregners 13 shown to have
no substantial foundation.

The ery of “China for the Chinese,”
which is most heard among the students
returned from Japan and other foreign
countries, has given rize to the fear
n'l;rmﬂ ;:I'I-nat the Empire was l;‘-l'l 1l.tlr.}ﬂu: cve
of another uprnsn nst 1o s,
such as the Ilc&ur nﬁﬂ?tﬁank of :g?b.grlg'tﬂr—
cigm powers having citizens or interests
in Chﬁn were advised to strengthen their
navies in those waters, and it was even
said that it was the purpose of our gov-
ermment to reinforce the army in the
Philipptnes, st as to have an available
force: near by for the expected emer-
gency. But such fears thus far have
proved illusory. Notwithstanding the
anti-dynastic socicties, the spirit of unrest
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occasioned by the reform measures, the
rice famine, and other ;'I_is_tu_rl:l-inig caises,
the past year has been more iree than
usua| from public disorders—wonld it be
an invidious comparison to sav, less dis-
honored by riots and lynchings than the
Umited States?

There have been some outhreaks of
race hatred, but thev have been due in
large measure to exceptional and local
causes. The Lienchou massacre of the
Presbyterian missicnarics was a lnmenta-
ble pecurrence ; but the missionaries ex-
onerated the authonties from any delib-
crate negligence or sympathy with the
rioters, and full indemmnity has been
made for the losses. It appears that
there still remain some vestipes of the
Boxer organization, A correspandent,
writing in August last from the intedor
province of Shensi, in which the Court
tovk refuge when the allied army ocen-
pied Peking in 1900, pives an account of
the suidden appearance in a small town,
the scene of the slory, of a hand of Box-
ers.  They assumed a threateming atti-
tude, especially toward the foreigners in
the town, and the latter were compellsd to
seck refuge in the vamen or office of the
town magistrate. The Boxers iollowed,
demanded food from the magistrate, ani
also authority to kill the foreipners. By
this time the whole town became com-
pletely terrorized, the merchante closed
their shops, and the people were in a state
of panic. After receiving food the Boxers
withdrew to a large temple in the town,
announcing their intention to kil the for-
cigners and Christians the next day.

heir plan, however, was frustrated
by the opportune arrival of a German
lieutenant, on his way from Mongalia to
Peking. He infused some backbone into
the peaple at the vamen, and on the fol-
lowing morning he induced a small force,
which could muster only twelve rifles in
all, to follow him to the Boxers' quarters.
In the skirmish which ensued, after a
brief parley, cleven Boxers were killed,
many others wounded, and the remainder
taken prisoners. That put an end to the
Boxer troubles in that provipee. This
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prompis me to say that if at the oppor-
tune moment, not a German lientenant,
hut a resolute officer of the law had ap-
peared at Springheld, Ohio, or Atlanta,
Ueorgia, and laid his hands on or, if need
be, shot down the hoodlum leaders, our
country and our civilization would not
have been disgraced a short time ago
with the barbarities there perpetrated.

HEFORM OF FOREIGNERS

[t is true that there does exist in China
- certain feeling of resentment apainst
foreigners; but, in view of the spohation
of their territory, the enormous indemni-
ties exacted, and the disposition to es-
tablish a foreign monopoly for the ex-
plotation of their industries and mines,
it must be admitted that this feeling is not
without some justification, Colonel ( Chi-
nese) Gordon said forty vears ago that
the Chinese “have suffered much wrong
from foreigners who have preved on their
country,” The occurrences since that
time have intensified this fact. So, alsn,
the conduct of most foreigners, the mis
sionaries excepted, in their intercourse
with the natives has been truthfully de-
seribed as rdasterful, high-handed, and
generally overbearing,

An interesting discussion of this suh-
ject has been going on recently in the
Shanghai News. A native, who si
himself “A long-gowned Chinatman™ and
is vouched for by the editor as a eulti-
vated and educated gentleman, has stated
the Chinese side of the question so farei-
bly that I cannot do better than quote
some of his views, In his discussion
with the editor he writes:

“The movement of what vou call the
Young China party, erratic perhaps now
in many ways, has its root in the intense
feelings of the Chinese people that they
ave not been fairly and justly treated by
forcigners. The true aspiration at the
battom of this movement which is claim-
ing China for the Chinese is to ask for a
readjustment of owr relations with for-
eigners on a fair and just basis. The
one triue and principal abject which the
peonle of China in their hearts want in
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this matter of reform is not s0 much
railways, not new learning, not European
luxuries, not European civilization—what
the people of China in their hearts want
is to bring about the reform of the for-
cigners in their way of dealing with the
Chinese. A sagacious Englishman in
Hankow once said to me, "What fools
these people in Shanghai are. Why, if
the Chinese really succeed in their re
forms, do vou think we foreigners in
China wouold have such a d~—— oo
titne ns we are having now & I—ﬂ a Wﬂi}li
the Chinese people want the foreigners in
China to reform by knocking out of their
heads the idea that God has created the
three hundred odd million Chinese for the
British and other nations to trade npon,
tn make a living out of them, The only
way to abate : fever and imf.:;itg t‘fuf
feeli inst foreigners is to begin the
mfﬁ nl?'lmmim “Eﬂ both ends, on the
foreign side az well as on the Chinese
sicle.”

IMPROVEMEN'T OF THE CITIES

| eannot ¢lose this review of the pres-
ent condition of China without a refer-
ence to the improvements gomg on Im
some of the principal cities. These are
very noticeable in Shanghai, in the new,
enlarpred, and niore attractive public
buildings and private residences, the ex-
tension and improvement of the streets,
and the increased facilitics of locomotion
and suburban travel, Shunghai is, how-
ever, under foreign control, and the -
provement, while an indication of grow-
ing wealth and commerce, & mainly the
development of western enterprise. (M
the native cities, Hankow has shown
miich growth and improvement, bot the
two cities griving greatest evidence of

progress amnd improvement are Peking
mﬂ'imtsin.

Few things in civilized life are more
repulsive than the interior of a native
Chinese city, and this was especially the
case with Peking until the past few yvears
Since the occupation of the allied army,
and especially in the Iast two vears, o
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marvelous transformation has taken place
in the capital. The former broad
thoroughiares, undrained, unpaved, and
recking with Aith, have undergone a
wonderful change. In the center there
hacs  been constructed a wide macud-
amized road, with a parking on each side
plantet] with trees, and next to the houses
a paved sidewalk 15 ladd with curbing and
drain. A svstem of sewers has heen
adopted, and the city presents the appear-
ance of having been thoroughly swept
and gurnished., A uniform police force
adds to its citv-like appeamnce. A tele-
phone and electrie service has heen estab-
lished, and tramways traverse the prin-
cipal streets.

The transformation of Tientsin has
been even more effective and compléte.
It received its first impulse under the
International Government which was es-
tahlizhed during the forelgn allied occu-
jation, and of which Hon. Chatles

enby, J¥., was the secretary and active
executive officer, The native municipal-
ity, one of the largest in the Empire, has
been so changed that an old residem
absent for 8 few vears would hardly

rmize it. The old wall which sur-
ronmdled the land #ide has been entirelv
removed and replaced with a wide boule-
vard, paved-and planted with trees, and
whith extenids also along the water fn:lrl_lt.
with an eleciric tramway traversing its
whaole extent, lined with attractive shops.
The former houses, all of one storv, of
unburnt brick or of thatch and resds
plastered, are giving place to others of
targer proportions and of substantial con-
struction in European styvle, many of two
stories, and indicating a degree of com:
fort which eould not have heen dreamed
bi a few vears ago. The process ol
widening the intenor streets, tearing
down walls, and the construction of more
sanitarv Jdwellings, besides improving the
general aspect of the eity, has also
greatly improved its health. The Light
g and police srranpements are of =
similar character, and 1t enjovs a blessing
possessed by few other of the native

{ Conlinsed on page 700)



THE GREATEST HUNT IN THE WORLD

By Ertiza RuaamMAH SCIBMORE

Forriay Spcperany NaTioxarn GRoOGRAPHIC SoCiETY, AUTHOR OF

TWINTEX

Ixpia,” *“CHrxa—THE LoNc-LiveED EMeins,"" ' TINRIKISEHA DAVE IN Jaran,”
“lava, THE Garney oF THE EAasT," BETC,

This s Lhe ﬁ:‘.ﬂ'

of a feries of six weficles by Miss Scidmore which will be pubitshed o

ey wnrnery of Hhe NATIONAL GROORAPHIC MAGAZINR, £ach arficle undi desoride
one af ihe wanders of the Eagt, anid cach will be profuscly ilinstrated.

L1, ather dhﬁ:ts ani E:.}rif:cs, bat-
tues, and bagrings of hig game
A are insignificant compared to the
elephant hint of the King of Siam. It
15 an old as well as a picturesgue custom
anil, surviving to the Twentieth Century
unchanged in all s important features,
15 still the delicht of the court of Siam,
the capithl, and all the water-side country
arourd old Avuthia. Tt used to be an
armual affair, but there have heen serious
lapses in this reign, owing one time to the
King's absence m Eurape, again to his
little discord with France; and yet again
to his il health. There are forebodings
lest the greal chase he given up of neces-
sity, ms Hme goes on and enterprising
Stam keeps up its irrepressible gait of
modernity.  Progress and the new agri-
culture, railway extension and frrigation
are turning the jungle into limitless rice
plains, and the screech of the locomotive
drowns the trumpeting: of the wild ele-
phants and scatters them m panic to fur-
ther jungle country.

The roval elephant hunt was a more
serious affair, perhaps, when that majestic
beast was the onlymeansof royal travel on
land, and the elephant corps and elephant
batteries were the corps d'clite and most
important branch of the army. London-
built landaus on pneumatic tires atd auto-
mobiles stand in the palace courts, and
long-range, quick-firing machine guns of
the Japanese pattern are the equipment of
the roval artillery. Sawve for tradition
and sentiment, for occasional state splen-
dors and parades, the elephant has no

part in Bangkok court life, and the ele-
phant's occupation would be gome were
it not for the survey corps, the road-
builders, and official traveling in the far-
away provinces, and the teak forests and
timber vards, where American overhead
machinery cannot altogether supplant the
intelligent strength of the elephant.

For the great hunts at Ayuthia, site of
the abandoned capital, the hunters go out
weeks beforehand and beat the junjles
for a hundred miles to north and east,
and the cordon of tame elephants slowly
closes around the wild elephants and
drives them in a herd of two and three
hundred and more down to the river
hank, anid across to the King's kraal.

The last hunt of thi= kind was arranged
for the special enjoyment of the Crown
Prince after his return from his stodies
at Oxford and his tour of America, ind
before he assumed the robes of a
Buddhist priest and spent the regulation
three months in a monastery, i accord-
ance with old Siamese custom: It was
a most suceessful hunt, and the series of
large photographs, which are reproduced
here, present the different stages of the
hunt and show the herd of two hundred
amd fify wild elephants in every pose.

For the hunt week, the court stays in
residence at the near-by palace of Bang-
pa-in, on the river banks, and the diplo
matic and other foregn guests Fp uf to
Ayuthia on their house-boats, which lux-
uriously lodge them during the titme.  All
Bangkok thut can find foothold, goes up
the forty miles by train, and all the river-



ALZINE

s Narional Geocraraie Mac

674

WY At 03 Ja0Eat POy ASIrE - SHDURAT IRaly A Auikol)) vaug)y otoe ], Aq pe syumpdagg pioa

o




Tae Geeatist Huxt v tHE Wortp b75

Driving Wild Elephants Across River to Kraal at Ayuthia
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Wild Elephants FEntering the kraal
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Leading Out o Captured Elephant
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His Majesty the King Taking Photos During the Hunt at the Kraal
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side and creck-country people padidle their
small boats and dug-out canoes to the
arm of the Meipam, on which the Kmng's
kraal hes, unti] dead and buried Avuthin
by the wiaters comes to itself agnin, and
it2 canals and creeks and water boule-
vards are as crowded as in the centuries
when it was a great capital of Asia,

When the hunters have urged the slow-
moving game out from the jungle to the
river bank, the sight is worth all Stam’s
efforts to see. Hundreds of boats hem
the herd, at a safe distance, and while the
hundreds of elephants splash and rall in
the stresm, the buzz and shouts of the
thousands of people set the elephants’
nerves on edge, cauke them to trumpet
and spoutwater over their gaunt compan-
ions more fiercely than playiully. ere
ie contrast enough between the wild
and the tame elephants, standing plump,
benign, and imperturbable on guard be-
hind them, waving their trunks easily,
fapping an car now and then. It is for
these sleek guardians to lead and steer
their jungle cousins across the meadow
and into the converging approaches to
the kraal. This square enclosure has
solid walls six feet thick, with an inner
stockade of teak logs twelve feet high,
banded together with iron, and set so
closely together that there is barely pace
between for the slimmest Siamese to
squeeze through if pursued,

The grand stand, with its roval loge,
from which the King and his guests view
the scene, is built over the north wall of
the kraal; but, as thic position of honor
and fxed Asiatic convention i5a bad one
for photographers, the kmng, who is an
enthusiast over the camera, has had a
specinl pavilion constructed at one side,
where he mancuvers his instrments,
large and small, with the greatest spirit.
Nearly every one carries a camera to the
elephint hunt, but none snap at rovalty,
except by request, in so highly civilized
a-country.as sam. At this last hunt, the
King photographed many of the diplo-
matic house-loats as he sped down the
watery reaches, and was delighted when
he caught one favorite erivov unawares,

683

“Now you snap me|"” eried the King, in
amend, and had his boatmen swing his
brass-trimmmed, teak house-boat around
and stop it at the right angle and distance.

As the wild elephants crowd op and
into the marrow chute leading to the
kraal, trumpeting and shuffling nervously
in their fright, the scramble and erush
15 torrific. After the huge logs have
closed the wicket or portenllis, the tame
elephants go round as an ambulance
corps, assisting brofsed and injured ele-

hants to move and rise to their feet and
turning the dead ones over out of the
way, At every hunt several beasts have
their ribs broken and the hife crushed put
of them in this crush at the gates; for
when two trantic elephants try to go
through at once, neither one vields or
draws back, and the strongest and largest
One SUrvives,

After this actual theater panic mildly
subsides and the kraal is filled with the
wild jungle folk, who trumpet and scream
unceasingly, the "elephant doctors™ move
about on their trained tuskers and note
the desirable catches. The chosen ones
are lassoed by the foot and made fast to
stakes and their trumpeting and frantic
efforts to break loose furmish all the ex-
citement the spectators desire. A few
are chosen for the roval stables, but the
rest go the practical, commercial way—
to the survey camps and the teak forests.

There is great contrast between the
sleek, fat, well-fed and well-groomed
tame elephants, with their quiet dignity,
their bemign and easy maneuvers, and
the sorry-looking jungle folk—gaunt,
weather-worn elephants, with visible ribs
and patches of fungus growth—but a few
weeks of care and food, a2 few scrub-
bings and oilings, transform them, and
they soon acquire the urban manner and
COMPOSUTE.

Every Siamese is a connoisseudr and
eritic of elephants, and judges unerringly
from the wild herd. First, the creature
stionld have & good skin, unscarred, of

uniform wrinklinge or texture, and as
light in eolor as possible. His toes
should have black nails and his tail must
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Wild Elephants Taking o Bath in the Stream, surroundesd by o cordon of tamie elephunts
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Wild Elephant Broken Away and Fighting Tame Elephant
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The King at Comer of Royal Box Choosing an Elephant
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be absolutely intact,  Insignificant as the
elephant’s tail is, the want of it renders
the creature impossible and ndiculons;
and many a promising elephant is re-
jected at the kraal because he haz lost his
tail in some jumgle fight. A steady, even
gait is necessary for the elephant to he
nsed - freveling.

When the wild elephants have been
chasen and made fast o stakes, they
sometimes break loose amd wreak their
frenzy on the first gnimal in sight, and
battles roval bhetween fierce tusgkers often
enliven the after-hunt. Then the air
rings with the shouts of the people and
the Siamese thinks he has had a roval
holiday indeed.

When the Anal choice has been made
and the rejected elephants are turned

LATIN AMERICA

Tre Narionar GrocrarHIC MAGAZINE

ek it the mcadow, fed and freed, the
King nses and goes to his boat. The
ingr of =mm 15 one of the most kingly-
locking men now gracing a throne—
“the handsomest man in Asia,” many of
the diplomats call him—and in his white
military smiform he steps off at o pace
that puts the royal umbrella-bearer at a
dog-trot to keep up with the strenuous
ruler, At sight of the King in lns Furo-
pean clothes, nnder his Asintic umbrella.
the people sink on their heels and remain
in pose of reverent humility until he has
Then the people, who have en-
ovedl the haliday to the full, take a fresh
wetel quid, tuck up their paunngs, paddle
away or wade the stream, and Ayvutha
becomes again but a busy water village
near same ruined temples in the jungle.

AND COLOMBIAT

By How. Joux BarrerT

Uxirend STaTies MivisveEr 170 COLOSIELA

HILE appreciating greatly the
homor of an invitation to
open. the lecture course of

the Natioma]l Geographic Society and
thanking vou for giving me that honor,
it 15 necessary to express o word of ex-

tion and excuse, Although I have:

studied South America in peneral and
Colombia in particular with great care
for many vears, | honestly feel that there
must be many people in this andience who
are more familiar with the subject and
who could give vou a better discussion.
For example, | see present here tomght
the new Mimster of Colombia, Senor
Don Enrique Cortes, one of the most
distinguished men of that country, who
could entertamn vou with a more accurate
description of his wonderful republic
than it 13- possible for me to do.
Inasmuch as vour eourse inchides other
addresses on South America, such as

these of my colleague, Mr Lee, Mintster
to Ecuador, on that country; Ir Cal-
deron, Minister of Bolivia, about his re-
wiblic, amnd Mr Johnson, concerming the

anama Canal, it has scemed Atting that.
in the first part of myv talk tonight, |
shonld take up some general references
to all Latin America, and more particn-
larly: because South America has come
so prominently before us on account of
the remarkable visit of Secretary Root
to the capitals of that part of the world

THE VISIT OF SECEETARY HOOT

Too much emphasis cannot be laud
upon the character and significance of
Mr Root's tour of South America. It has
not been fully appreciated in the United
States. The natural modesty of the Sec-
retary of State has k himm from de-
scrihing the cordiality of the treatment he
received at the hands of the South

* An widress belore the Nationnl Geographie Soclety, November g, 1906,
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Amencans. The press of the United
States, while fﬂﬂnw'mg Mr Root's trip,
failed to catch the spint and greatness of
wnly shown by

the reception, as was plm
the South American press, We of Nort
America should be profoundly grateful
to all South America for the way it re-
ceived Mr Root. It was a splendid com-
pliment to us, which we have failed to
reciprocate in any expression of approba-
tion. Many of you remember the honors
showered upon Admiral Dewey when he
arrived in this munt_riy after his Philip-
pine achievements. 1t is no exagger-
aticn o state that Mr Root wis greeted
with a Dewey reception in every capital
of South America which he wvisited.
There was no lack of real enthusiasm in
the cheers and plaundits of the throngs
that bade him welcome. Thoze of us
who have lived in South America know
the difference between a reception that is
heart-felt and one that iz perfunctory.
In no place was the reception of onr
Secretary of State perfunctory.

In each capital and city where he was
the t he was given every attention

ible. Had lie been the President of

the United States or a European mon-
arch, more could tot have been done for
him, The South Americans were grate-
ful, and withed to show their gratitnde,
becanse we sent to them one of our preat-
est men,  They appreciated the fact that
he is the premier of our cabinet ; that he
is regarded as one of our ablest lawyers
as well as being a high-class and distin-
guished politician, and that he represents
the intellectual as well as the material
side of our progress: In shart, they
looked upon him as the best we could
send, a5 an ambassador of good will, next
to the PFresdent himself. Heretoiore
every South American coantry had been
visitedl by princes and distinguished
etateamen of different European coun-
tries, but the United States, in the pass-
g of vears, had seemed to neglect South
America, as if it were not worthy of the
recognition which Europe had given it

THE NaTionar Grocraraic Magazing

When, therefore, the United Stiates,
through the sagacity of President Roose-
velt, arote 1o the occasion and sent one of
its - foremaost statesmen, South Amernca
returned the complunent with a receplion
unsurpassed in the histary of the Western
Hemisphere. Now it behodves  the
United States to take advantage of what
Mr Roat has done by fostering in even
way o movement throughout our conntry
for greater intercourse and acquaintance
with Latin America, from Mexico to
Argantina

A LATIN-AMERICAN MOVEMENT NEEDED

The time is at hand that calls for what
maght be termed a widespread Latin-
American movement in the Unitad States.
The commercial and economic possibil-
ities and social eonditions and progress of
our southern neighbors invite our imme-
diate and particular attention. To say
that it may be "now or never” with
North American prestige and trade in
Central and Houth Amenici 1s not a state-
ment of an alarmist or pessimist. Itisa
simple and logical conclusion drawn from
a thorough study of the actual situaticn.

There never was a period in the history
of the relations of the United States with
her sister American republics that af-
forded such combined opportomity and
recessity as the present for the develop-
ment not only of our moral influence, but
of our commmercial interests. On the other
hand, there never was a time when Euro-
pesn nations and business intérests put
torth soch efforts as they are now legiti-
mately exerting to increase their own
prestige and trade in South Amernica.
Although the situation should be one of
clogest nivalry, where the United States
can and cught to win, if it does not give
Furope too long & start, the advantage
now is decided]y with the latter. There
15 no gamsaving the fact that ILatin
America today is strongly inclined to be
mare svinpathetic, in its actual hkes and
dishikes, with the old world than with the
United States, because of plain reasons
of mee, langaage, and association
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Hand Propelled Freight Boat for Shallow Tributaries of Magdalena—Large niver
steamer in hackground

LATIN AMERICA MAKING HAFID PROGRERS

Many of our sister republics are now
making a progress that challenges the
attention and respect of the workl. Some
of them are going forward with soch
splendid energy that they are running &
c[:_ﬁ.-: mee with the past records of the
[Imited States and the present achieve-
ments of Japan. C(thers are on the verge
of 8 progressive growth that will aston-
igh skeptical critics of the Latin race and
dehight knowing admirers af their latent
passihilties.

In shart, it 15 safe 1o predict a forwarnd
moventent during the next decade for the
Latin American remiblics that will give
them = position and promanence among
the nations of the earth not thought pos-
sible a few vears ago. 1t will brng to
them a commerce for which the United
States and Europe will compete with
every tespurce at their command.

VPITRECTATION OF LATIN AMERICA

I'he speaker admits that he seems to
talk with an element of prejodice
Frankly, he likes Latin America and the
Latin peoples| The more he sees of
them the hetter he respects them.  Would
that more North Americans could become
hetter aoguainted with South Americans,
study more intimately their impuises, am-
hitioris. hopes, achievements, and see
things from the Latin-American stand-
point.  Chtherwise expressed, it would be
4 sigmal biessing to internatiopal Pan-
\merican accord, and it would mangu-
rute immediately a new era in the rela.
tions of the United States with her sister
American repablics, if, in thinking, writ
ing, and speaking of them, ther les,
andl their politics, we conld follow the old
Biblical adage and remove the beam from
our own eye before looking for the moat
in that of the Latin American
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Crrand Procession in Bogota on Occasion of the Feast of Corpus Chnisti, with every-
body kneeling at special sipnal of bell in cathedral
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&mnll River Steamer for Tributaries and Canals of Magdalena River

ATRITICAL TIME FOR THE UXITED STATES

The United States has reached a most
critical period in its relations with Latm
America. What is done or accomplished
during the next two vears may deterniine
forever the relative position of North
American trade and prestige in Centril
and South America. The recent Pan-
American conference in Rio Taneiro and
the unprecedenter] visit of Secretary Root
to South Amerca should awaken suth-
cient  interest throughout the United
Srates in this part of the world to inspire
our people in peneral, and our pews-
papers, our manufacturers, our mer-
chants, our congressmen, our travelers,
and our students of foreign imtercourse
in particular, to a new and active appre-
ciation of the Latin-American republics.

Without half the reason we have for
impraving the opportunity, Europepn
commercial, financial, and diplomatic m-
terests, with commendable judgment and
spirit, which we cannot criticise but must

admire, are alive to the situation and
doing everything legitimately in their
power to retain a hold of which they ean-
not be dispossessel.  They keenly realize
the present and future possibilities of the
material and economic exploitation of
atin Arierica, and they are leaving no
stone unturned to gain the necessary ad-
vantages before the manufacturers amil
tradesmen of the United States suddenly
become aroused to the situation and com-
pete for its control.

FACTORS UINFAVORABLE TD NORTH
ARTERICA

A preat factor unfavorable to North
American trade and influence in Latin
America is the essentinl difference i in-
cage and lanpuage; but this point is little
apprecinted.  The power of sintilarity in
rmce and tonmgue is mighty, Kinship in
these respects brings men closer together.
It makes them more sympathetic, and this
counts much in Latin countres. The
average North American, instead of care-
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Bogota is Situated nt the Foot of the Motntains on a High Platean

fully studving methods of eounterbal-
ancing these adverse conditions to his
progress i Latin America and of adapt-
ing himself thereto, undertakes an inde-
pendent line of action, and ultimately
tails in his purpose.

A second great factor is corollary to
the first, and it is one of which, in our
sceming abundance of kmowledge and
self-confidence, we are lamentably igno-
rant. Franklv termed, it should be called
the “holter than thou™ attitude too com-
monly and persistently aseumed by North
American statesmen, NewWspapers, writers,
travelers, and business agents when dis-
cussing or dealing with Latin America
In other werds, the people of the United
Stites have too often and too persistently
and characteristically “patronized” the
peoples, customs, nstitutions, achieve-
ments, and governments of their sister
American nations. Per eontro, we should
ive Latin America more credit for its
actual and praiseworthy progress in de-

veloping stable pabonal and municipal
government, 1 promoting both  high
class and general education, in making its
own cxceflent Iiternture, historical and
romantic, in advancing scientific mvest:-
gation and invention, in solving grove
socil and econoame problems, and com
prehensively striving under difficult eon-
ditions to reach a higher standard of
civilization.

oL AMERILCA

How few North Americans realize tha
Latm-American history during the last
our centuries is replete with incident and
event, nammes and results, that compare
creditably with those of the United States.
Fourope, and Aszia! How few know the
nares ol the great heroes, statesmen,
writers, and scholars who have fipured
prominently in evolving the Latin Armer
wa of today! How few are aware that
the principal countries and capitals of
Latin America have groups of emiment

[GHOMANCE OF LATIN
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scholirs; sclientists, anil phi]ns.r.rithurr-. as
well @s universities and professional
schools, which are no less advanced than
similar ps and institutions in the
United States and Europe!

How few North Americans, moreover,
of high paosition in public life, in literary,
scholastie, and scientific circles;, wvisf
Latin America anil exchange courtesies
with their fellow-statesmen and students,
as they do with those of Eunropel No
greater blessing to Pan-American accarid
could now be bestoweil than an exchange
of actual wisits and views of the leaders
of Pan-American thought and action
Latin America is too much accustomed to
seerng and meeting only those North
Americans who are intent on makng
money, securing this and that concession,
and thinking only of selfish materral con-
siderations and a return, with pockets
filled, as soon as possible to the United
States.

A change, a renaissance in higher-class
association, acquaintance, and friendship,
will not only start an era of good will and
better mutual appreciation, bt indirectly
prove of extraordinary advantage to com-
merce and trade. E countries
lang ago realized the distinct advantage
of such intercoiirse with and knowledge
of Latin America, and have improved
every apportunity to promote more inti-
mate acquaintance.

NORTH AMERICANS MUST LEARN SPANISH

As to language, it is difficult to speak
with patience, ' So small 1s the percentage
of North Americans visiting Latin Amer-
ica, on business or pleasure, who speak
Spanish, Portuguese, or French, that it
is a wonder they make any progress in
their plans. Ninetv-five per cent of the
Europeans who go to Cemtral and South
America understand one of these tongues,
French is mentioned because nearly all
the well-educated Latin Americans speak
that language. This subject requires no
argument ; it is simply impossible for the
North American who knows none of
these languages to become thoroughly
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st ,trum'n" and to master the Latin poim
of view in cither commercial or political
'I'E!.'ltiflﬂ!-_ﬁl. I wc-;ﬂd 11'.;1[ I:l-rl’;:'l our husli-
ness schools and regular colleges might
make the study of either Spanish, French,
or Portuguese compulsory in order to
receive a diploma.  Portupoese 18 more
important than is generally regarded, be-
canse it is the working la of Bri-
zil—and Brizil today is taking rank as
one of the great nations of the world ; but
the averape wellto-do Brazilian aleo
speaks French.

LACK OF FAST STEAMBHIP FACILITIES

In studving the causes that act as de-
terrents to FPan-American accord, we
must emphasize the lack of first-class
passenger and mail steamship service,
such as characterizes the systems of com-
munication between Europe and Latin
America.  The long-established and well-
defined association of Latin Americans
with Eumgle has heen immeasarably en-
oty y the excellence of steamship
facilities, which have given them ready
access to the satsiactory conditions found
there, in torm for business transactions.
education of families, and ‘enjoyment of
jersure and travel, If the average mer-
chant and traveler of South Ameriea
conld reach New York with the same
comfort and speed that he can d ta
Paris, there would be at once a vast and
radicn] change n the situation favorable
to the United States.

This statement is not made as an argu-
ment fora “subsulized” merchant marine,
The speaker is not discussing the pros
and cons of that mooted issue. He is
simply stating a fact and descnibing a
xinm?iun. That there i3 not one firsi-
clasy fost mail and passen steamer Tun-
mng between New H*EIJEHT in the United
States, and such important Scuth Amer-
ican points a8 Kio Janeiro and Buenos
Aires was given glaring prominence by
the experience of the delegates to the
recent Pan-Amencan conference in Rio
Janeirs, Only a few could obtain ac-
commadations on the one little vessel
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that, with its-sister boat, makes monthly
trips to the great capital of Brazl Al
the others were forced to go via Europe,
where six different lines provide a score
of splendid, modern, up-to-date, fast
chips beétween the principal ports pnd
those of South America

No Latin-Amercan merchant or caga-
talist js poing to North America on a slow
send-cargo boat, with limited accommo-
dations, when there are numerous fast
steamers bound for Europe with as fine
arramrements as the transatlanfic liners
This 18 axiomatic ;
of millions of dollars of trade to the
United States every year, according to
the direct testimony of South Americans
themselves] [tis true that there are ex-
cellent fres steamship facilities be-
tween North and South American porte,
but they do not meet the passenger re-
quirenients any more than would @ purely
railway frefght service suit the traffic be-
tween New York and Chicago.

REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS EXAG-
GERATERD

Too much importance is now attached
in the TUnited States to the ides that reyv-
olutions prevail all over Latin' America,
and that therefore commerce and nvest-
ments arc insecure. This concrption of
lLatin America as a whole i entirely
erroneous, and does OUr progressive sister
republics a great injustice. The conti-
nent of South ;"lmll.-ricn today i= free of
Serjous lﬂﬁil-l‘l'fﬂ-iﬂﬂil‘}’ movemnents, with
few, i anv, indications of more civil
wars. The tendency of public opinion
anid the pﬂw+:rl'n‘.l mtluence of large busi-
ness interests i such great nations as
Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Chile, and
Pery are all against revolutionary move-
ments, and, although now and then BOTNE
slight Epn-radjc n!tq!mp-!l: shows itself, it is
mast difficult for it to grow into dan-
gerous  propertions.  Then, again, the
grihironmg of these countries with rail-
ways permits the immediate sending oi
troops to any place and crushing withom
delny tncipient revolts,

but it means the loss.
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A LAND OF GREAT POSEIRILI-
TIES®

Turning now to the direct considera-
twom of Colombia as a land of great possi-
hilitse=, |wish first to mvite vour attention
by its remarkable location.  Colombin is
the omly South Americat country that
hordets on bath the Atlantic and Pacitic
It therefore holds a position of strategic
value in the development of its commerce
aned i1 its relationship to the Panama
Camal possessed by no other Latin-
Armerican nation. It is the nearest South
Amencan country to the Gulif and Atlan-
tic ports anil to the Pachc of the
United States. Tt s the only South
American countrv that has direct access
by water to both the Atlantic and Pacific
shotes of Central America and Mexicn.
It s the one South American remiblic
that will benefit more than all others by
the conistrpetion of the trans-isthimian
canal. Tt has in all a coast line of 1,200
to 1500 miles—about 700 miles on each
eoast, including the windings of its prin-
cipal bavs and sea inlets. Along both
the Atlantic and Pacific shores are one or
by excellent harbors, with lesser ones
that can be jmproved by dredging or the
huilding of jetties,  In short, it is splen-
didlv L-qmppcﬂ by location to develop a
large foreign trade. To give a practical
ilens of the lﬂcﬂtmn pi Colombia to the
United States, it is well to bear in mind
the following facts:

(1] The least distance between Colom-
bin and the United States is only gso
mijes.

{2) From Cartagena to Tampa, Flor-
iiln, 15 Iess distnnce by sea than from New
York to St Louis by Jand.

(3) From 'I::trt:t.gen:. to New Orleans
15 only 1,400 miles, or four days’ easv
nieammg
(4) From Barranquilla, another Co
lombian port, to New York & almost a
etraight line, due north, less than 1,900
miiles and five doys’ easy steaming.

LCHL OO LA

For u map of Colombis see the mlr of South
America in (e Auogost !I:.?oﬁ utnber of the
NATIONAL GEOGKRAFPHIC MAGAZRINL
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Street Scene in Bogoto

(5) Colombia iz nearer than Panama
to the majority of Atlantic and Gulf ports
of the United States.

THE AREN OF COLOMBEA

The averape North American does not
appreciate the size of Colombia, Inas-
much as there are eiphteen Latin repub-
lics, there 15 a tendency to think that all

of thern must be small. Nothing bettes

proves the material possililities of Colom-

bia than to consider its great area.  The
best estimates, based on the most recent
survevs, give Colombia an area of nearly
goo000 sguare miles, The following
comparisons may enable you to form a
clegrer idead of her extent:

(1) Colomibia 18 larger thun Germany,
France, and Helgium combined ;

(2) Larger than all the coasp States
of the United States from Maine to Flor-
icla united ;

{(3) Larger than Illingis, Indiana,
Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, lowa,
Missouri, Kentuckv, anid Tennessee

merged in one State ;
(4) As large #s Californmia, Oregon;

Wishington, [dnho, dnd Nevada, to-
gether
THE CONFORMATION AND CLIMATE OF

COLOMBEA

The land conformation of Colombia
provides it with a variety of climate that
adds immeasumbly to its potentialities.
Notwithstanding the fact that Colombia
ts-all in the tropical zone and ha=s a con-
sicdlerable portion very near the Eguator,
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there are large sections that have a tem-
perate climate in the real sense of the
word, where are raised all the prodocts
of the temperate zone and where men live
and wark uhder as healthful conditions
as they do m the northern part of the
LUinited States, The Andean mountains,
or Cordillera, on entering Colombia from
Ecuador divide into three , TES[roe-
tivelv the Eastern, Central, and Westemn
Cordillera. On'these are numerous high
piateaus, where the principal cities of the
interior are located and whise population
1% prosperous and progressive.  There
are numerous level and rolling highlands
in Colombia where the thermometer
seldom goes above 75 degrees Fahrenhedt
or helow 35 degrees, At elevations of
between 3,000 and 10000 feet, this tem-
perature and agreeable clipmite i3 found,
and the area of this section would cover
that of the New England States with
New York and Pennsvivania combined.

The traveler who visits either the At-
lantic or Pacific coasts of Colombia with
their sea-level altitude and their tropical
heat gains an entirely wrong impression
of what he would find if he journeved
into the nterior.  Colombia will never be
fu%l;.: appreciated or understood until it 1s
gridironed with railroads, so that visitors
can go immediately from the seacoast to
the higher cections in the shortest possible
tme.

Speaking of the conformation of Co-
lombia. reminds me to comment on the
marvelons scenery that charms one's eyes
as he travels over the different parts of
the Republic. It has heen my privilege to
view the hest panoramias of the United
States and Canada, of Switzerland, and
the Himalavas in India, but 1 have never
seen anything to equal the variety,
grandeur, and exguisite beauty of the
vistas of the Colombian Andes. When,
by the construction of the Panmma Canal
and by favorable conditions of steathoat
and railway travel, it will be possibile for
American tourists to go there with facil-
ity and comfort, Colombia will become
one of the most-visited countries, both on
account of the scenery and climate.
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A THOUSARD MILES ON MULRE BACK

Perhaps it 1= possihle for me to speak
ofi this matter with some authority be-
cause of the recent overland journey
which 1 made, accompanied by Mr Mah-
len C. Martin, a prominent Amencan of
Bogota, fram the capital of Colombia via
%‘llitﬂ to Guayaguil, Ecoador.  Although
the first object of this journey was to
meet Mr Root on the west coast of South
America, a secondary purpose was to
stucly, and be able to report upon, an
important section of South America never
before traveled or wvisited by a North
American official, but which will have a
vast material and industrial dwnlag::lt
upon the opening of the Panama :

We traveled in all 1,500 miles, of which
L1o0 miles were on mule back. We
spent 31 continuous days in the saddle
and four davs on railroads, in steamboats,
and in automohiles. The details of this
lﬂ_}) along the "ndge pole of the world”
will be reserved for another address
which vouor society has asked me to de-
liver.

HOW TO GET TO COLOMBEIA

Naturally one of the frst gquestions
asked m regard to Colombia 1 how one
%ﬁﬁ there and how he reaches the capital

he regular route is as follows : One goes
from New York to either Barranquilla
or Cartagena, on the Caribbean coast.
There are at present no steamers running
direct to these places without stopping at
other ports, but there are two or three
lines, notably the Hamburg-American,
with the Atlas service, and the Roval Mail,
which touch on roufe south at Kingston,
Jamaica, and either at Colon, Panama, or
Port Limon, Costa Rica, as well as at
Kingston, returning north. The trip
usnally requires, on account of stops,
about nine davs.

At Barranquilla the river steamer op
the river can be taken, or, as some prefer,
it is possible to go to Cartagena, and then
by rail across to a town called Calamar,
on the Magdalena river, where the river
hoat, in turn, is boarded.  Many persons
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visit. Cartagena in order to see the city,
as it is one of the most interesting, his-
torically speaking, in all the Western
Femisphere. No other city in North or
South America has such wonderful walls
as those constructed in Cartagena by the
Spaniards several centurieés ago, at a cost
of two or three hundred milhions of dol-
lars. They are still standing, in almost
as good condition as when constructed.
The jourmey up the river consumes from
six to ten davs, according to the condition
of the river. Navigation at a town
called La Dorada, where a short milroad
carries the passenger to Honda, At
Homnda it is possible to transfer to an up-
river, or smaller, steamer and proceed for
a two days’ journey to a town called
Giradot, where begins the railroad that
will eventually reach Bogota At the
present tune this milroad reaches a point
where there must be a mule-back ride of

from sevien to eight hours to Facatativi.

the railroad station on the plateay of Bo-
gota, which, after a run of thirty miles
across the savanna, lands one in the

mg;iml_

he more conunon route, however, is
that from Honda direct to Bogota, a dis-
tance of about eighty miles, or two and a
half daye’ traveling on mule back. It is
not as difheult as it would seem, and s
interesting becauge of its novelty and the
beautiful scenery. Mules can always be
obtaaned in abundance to carry both pas-
serigers and baggage. Trunks and pack-
agres shoold not weigh altogether, for one
mitle, more than two hundred and fAfty
pounds, and should be armanged so that
N one rihilh:n wonld wetgh more than one
hundred and twenty-five pounds. T this
way two pieces of ¢ are carried

on one mule's boek.  Steamer trunks:

should always be taken mstend of large,
bulky ones. Heavy trunks and freight
must he shipped up the river, to be Ianided
at a point where they are carried by carts
to Bogota. Honda is approximately Goo
miles up the Magdalena River and Be-
gota iz practically a. soo-mile journey,
requiring about twio weeks' travel, from
the seacoast. Women make the journev

Tur NarionaL GrocrarHIic MAGAZINE

almost as fregquently and easily as men,
and there is no reason why American
women wishing to go to that part of the
world should not undertake the trip as
well a5 men.

BOGOTA, THE CAFITAL OF COLOMILA

Bogota, the capital of Colombaa, is one
of the most interesting cities in all Latin
America. With a population of 125,000
and beautifully located on the edpge of
the plateay, i an excellent chimate, it al-
ways proves an aitractive place of resi-
dence. The social conditions are partic-
uliriv pleasing. Nearly all the high-
class people with whom one comies in con-
tact live tn heantiful homes, are well edu-
cated, have traveled abrogd, and speak
French as Huently as they do Spanish.
There 13 a vigorons hiterary, artistic, and
musical element, which exercises a favor-
able influence on the refined progress of
the nation. There are excellent colleges
and general schools.  The clubs are cen-
ters where the cleverer men of the capital
gather. There is opportunity for the en-
joyment of sports, especially in such
forms as tennis, polo, and riding horse-
back. IDHnners and balls are given with
an elegance that wonld be a eredit to
Washington or New York, while the
worhen dress with az moch taste and re-
spect for the latest fashions as the women
of our home capitzl, Tt is not possible
for me to speak in too strang terms of the
charming hospitality and kindness of as-
sociation which | experienced during my
stay in Hogota as United States Mimster.

PRODUCTS OF COLOMBIAN SOIL

Considering now same tangible ficts
about the resources and possibilities: of
the country, it 15 well to note the prin-
cipal products of Colombian soil, In the
so-called *hot country” we find coffee,
cocoa, sugar, tobacco, indigo, cacaa, ba-
nanas, vanilla, com, rice, beans, vucea,
oranges, lemons, pineapples, alligator
pears, and other tropical fruits growing
in splendid abundance. Then in the for-
ests are cedar and mahogany, dyewnods,
vegetable ivory, Peruvian bark, rubber
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trees, sarsaparilln, cocoa, ipecacuanha,
gums, resins, and rare orchids. Cotton
will grow readily in the open, but so far
it 1s hittle enltivated, while on the warm
uplands are einchona, wax palms, balsam
of toly, vine of the cross, and the ariza in
the forest, and corn, barlev, wheat, pota-
toes, eic., in the plantations.

To deseribe further the produocts of the
cooler plateaus of Colombia would simply
be to mme those of northern United
States and FEurope, but the oddity and
advantage of it all to Colombia is that
the hot and eold zones are in such re-
markable and accessible mity. We
do not thmk of Colombia as a cattle
countrv, but 1 have seen as fine beef on
the hoof in both the hot and cold sections
of the Reépublic as can be raised on our
western plains. The day is not remote
when Colomwbia will be supplving  the
New York market with meat, and it
should supply the present and future de-
mands of the Panama Canal Zone not
only with beef, bitt with all other kinds

of fresh natoral products.

MINEE AND MINEHALS

Now let us note the ever-fascinating
subject of minerals and mines.  Calom-
bia wonld be a rich country if dependent
only on its agricultural and forest wealth,
but it has a vast supply of minerals and

recions stones that alone would make
it & lsnd of immense niches.  1f coal ever
gives out in the United States, there is
enciigeh in Colombia to supply the world
for centuries. 1t is found in many dif-
ferent parts of the Kepublie, including
Cah, in the Cauca, on the Pacific, and also
near the Atlantic eoast, while there is o
much soft, or bituminous, coal in the
mountaine around Bogota that the nu-
merous mines runuing into their sides
here and there remind one of gant
gopher holes
‘here are also indications of anthrocite
deposits which may rival those of Penn-
svlvania. So far, these have not been
developed, becanse the natives do not un-
derstanid or like hard coal.
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Gold is mined in the States of Anti-
oquia, Caldas, Tolima, and Santander in
richly paving quantities, and erperts de-
clare thot some day there will be a
“boom” here like those of the Klondike,
California, and South Africa.  Silver is
found in Antioquia, Cauca, and Tolima;
copper in Bovaca; platimum in Caueca;
petroleum in :'TuHmn:, while lime, alum,
chalk, magnesia, sulphur, marble, as-
phalt, cinnabar, lead, and quicksilver ore
are found in large deposits in many parts
of the country.

At Pradera, not far from Bogota, iron
and coal are side by side it such vast
amounts that costly iron works have heen
eracted, and it i=s now proposed to under-
take the manufacture of steel by the Bes-
SETTIET [ITOCEss.

Special mention should be made of the
famous Musa mine, which provides the
best and largest number of emeralds of
anv mine or mines in the world. It is
one of the principal sources of income of
the Republic, and as it is further devel-
oped it will be all the more valuable
Practically the only sure source of supply
for the emerald demands of the world is
the Musa mine. It is today one of the
guarantees which the Colombian govem-
ment uses for its eredit abroad.

EXFORTE AND IMPORTS

Taoday Colombia is selling to the United
States such exports as coffee, hides, alli-
tor skine, goat skins, gold bars and
ust, rubber, tobaceon, and balsam of toly,
heron plumes and other feathers, straw
hats. bananas, cocoanuts, chocolate, ivory
nuts, quina, platinum, dvewoods, cedar,
mahogany, ormchids, ete. The value of
these exports to the United States in 1005
approximated $6,300,000 in gold.  This
amount will be tripled when Colombia is
started on an era of permanent peace and
the national productiveness is aceordingly
mcrcased,

Colombian imports from the United
States include flour, kerosene oil, agricul-
taral implements, mining and sugar refin-
g machinery, railroad and steamboat
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equipment, novelties of all kinds, shoes,
matches, arms, sporting goods, hardware,
dves and chemicals, toilet articles, some
lines of cotton cloth and clothing, paper
and printing supplies, etc.; but, excepting
the first of these items, the greatest quan-
tities are supphied by Europe. Imports
from the United States in 1905 amounted
in value only to $3,700,000; although the
grand total of foreign Iinports amounted
approximately from $12,000000 to 515,
000,000,

FIELD FOR SFORTSMEN AND BCIENTISTS

The true American who loves sports-
manship and hunting for the exercise and
rest, or the professional explorer and
hunter who seeks new fields and prey,
will find in Colombia unrivaled oppor-
tunities for pleasure or adventure. In
the tropical and semi-tropical forests
roum the jaguar, puma, bear, amarillo,
tapir, peccary, sloth, deer, opossum, and
carv. In the trees can be seen
-and a multitude of bird species, like con-
dors, parrots, cockatoos, toucans, bush
turkeyvs, or grouze, and humming birds,
In the rivers are legions of alligators and
iguanas, while along the coast there are
numerous turtles. Cranes and storks fly
over the damp lowlands and boa-
constrictors crawl through the rank veg-
etation. In the higher and colder coun-
try are deer, foxes, mountam lions, and
tigers, and along the lagoons and among
the fields duck, snipe, and pigeons,

The geologist, mineralogist, botanist,
forester, and average stientist, moreover,
can always find abundant lines of study
and investigation ively in the geo-
logical formation, mineral deposits, flora
and tree growth, and physical
characteristics of Colombia.  In this con-
nection it miast be remembered that the
great Humboldt found this part of South
America the most interesting of hus trav-
ele. The National Musgeum in Bogota
contains rare specimens of fauna, flora,
mineral and geclogical development
which interest both the layman and the
specialist.
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

Beiore this discussion 5 at a close
there are a few different points to which
reference should be made. First, | de-
gire to speak feelingly and in the highest
terms of the President of Colombia, Gen-
cral Rafael Reves. He undoubtediy
stands out today as one of the foremost
statesmen in all Latin America. Aguinst
heavy odds he is struggling bravely .and
manfully to evolve Colombia into o con-
dition of penmanent peace and prosperity,
The terrible heritage that Colombia re-
ceived from its last civil war, by which
her land was reduced to a condition
almost of poverty and more thao one
hundred thousand able-bodied heads of
families were lost in battle, is a heavy
handicap; but, if he keeps his health and
is backed up by his e, he will be eure
to place Colombia in the front rank of
Latin America. Many criticisms are con-
tinually hurled at him by those whio are
not familiar with his high policies and
with the obstacles that are in his path,
but all those who have the best interesis
of Colombia st hesrt repose confidence in
General Reves” sincerity, ability, and
patmiotism.

Another point to bear In mind in con-
nection with Colombia is the establish-
ment of the Pan-American Railway con-
nections. The great need of Colombia is
railroacds. Tt is interesting to note that
many railroads are now in course of con-
struction, and when these are completed
they will do much for the progress of the
country. One of the most important
lines of approach from the coast to the
interior i that from Boenaventura, on the
Pacific coast, by the way of Cali and the
Cauca Valley, and then on to the Medel-
lin, the prosperous capital of Antioguia,
which i being built by two Americans,
Messrs  Alfred Bishop and Edward
Mason.

Finally, for the benefit of those who
wish to study carefully the Republic of
Colombia and form a broader idea of the
country than this cursory talk has given
them, 1 desire to eall their attention to the
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rts and pamphlets of the Interm-
tional Burean of American Republics of
this city, which is always doing its best
to bring about closer acquaintance and
refations between the United Stafes and
the Latin-American nitions. It 1s also a
pleasure to commend the excellent reports
of the United States Consul General at
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Bogota, and the consuls at Barrangulla,
Cartagena, and Cali, which are published
in the “Commercial Relations of the
United States™ and the “Daily Consular
and Trade Reports” issued by the Burean
nf Manufactures, Department of Com-
merce and Labor

PRESENT CONDITIONS IN CHINA

By Hon. Joun W, FosteR

( Contivmed from page 672)

atics, of an abundant supply of pure
water, introndoced by the Int:nmtﬂ-
Government. With these mtprnucmmu
there has come an ntense activity in
business. This renovation of the mative
Chinese cities must have a marked in-
Ruence III ﬁt'lrengthenmg the reiorm
movement in all the departments to which
I have referred.

CONDITION OF MANCHURIA

In one respect the still suf-
fers rom the eflects of the Russo-
apanese war. Manchuria continues to

held by the two belligerents, greatly
to the injury of foreign trade, and
cially of that of the United States. Uniil
Chinese sovercignty 15 restored and
custom-houses are I*Hﬂ:l]}'llshtd. foreign
commerce, except that of Japan and
Rm‘-m. is pml:ﬂl:ﬂ.'lly excluded iPn rom that

e?mn. The responsibility for this
stactory condition seems to rest

upon Russin.  Soon after the war clased
the lapanese government sent a special
embassy to Peking, and a treaty was
made adjusting all questions with China
growing out of the war. The negotiz-
tions with Hussia to the same end have
not vet been concluded, owing, it is said,
to the unreasonable demands of the lat-
ter; meanwhile foreipn commerce suf-
fers and the Chinese government is ex-

cluded from its sovereign rights o s
own domain.

r Morrson, who his recently re-
turned to Peking trom a visit to Man-
churia, reports as a result of hiy obser-
vations that Japan is faithfully fulfilling
its obHgations with regard’ to the with-
drawal of troops and trade matiers. Dur-
mg the last summier a comunissson of
Hritish and Amercan merchants of
Shanghai visited Manchuria to look into
the trade conditions, and in their report
they vindicated the Japanese government
from purposely interfering with or plac-
mg any obstacles in the way of foreign
cormmerce with that important part of
the Chinese Empire. Chinese custom-
houses: are now be catabhished at
Dalny, Newchwang, and other southern
ports; but so long as Russia holds posses-
sion of the ﬂﬂﬂhtm section and allows
the free import of Russian 5. other
foreign countries will be placed at a dis-
advantage. At present the prospect is
very unfavorahle for the Chinese govern-
ment to regain its control of the vast and
productive province of Manchuria, the
ancient hotne of its present dynasty.

INFLUENCE OF OTHER NATIONS

In the time allotied for thw lecture it

will not be possible to speak in any de-
tail of the '[nrt alresdy taken and to be
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taken by foreizn nations in the reforms
and transformations in 'China which we
have been considering. The greatest
factor has heen Japan, not so much
throngh its direct interposition as by its
exarnple and achievements in its use of
western nethods.  Iis proximity and its
ahility to aid in the reforms, especially
in education and in military development,
are likely to make its people the most
active foreign participants in the
eration of 'China, although in some p.-a_rts
of the Empire there have been manifesta-
tons of hostility to | ese activity in
its affairs. It is to be borne in mind that
whatever imipress is given by Japan will
be in the methods of western: eivilization,
for it is through these she has grown
powerful. [ do not think that Japan or
any other one foreign power is likely to
exercise A dominating  influence  in
Chinese affairs. The race has in the
past ages (lemonstmated its cohesive
power and its ability to maintain a dis-
tinctive mationality, and the reforms now
in progress will tend to give it preates
cohesion and | yencdence,

It 18 gratiiving to note that the gov-
ernment of the United States has always
maintained toward China a disinterested
friendship. The outery against Chinese
immigra Htm has led Congress at times to
'ha.rsh legislation, but our diplomatic re-
lations with that country have ever been
harmomons, and at times in enitical
periods our attitide has been most help-
ful to that Empire. This was motably
the caze during the Boxer troubles amd
at the outhreak of the Russs-lapanese
wir., Our commercal relations, for a
few monthe only disturbed by the boy-
cott, are destimed to increase with the
developtnent of  that country and the
large number of new places opened to
toreign trade. It is also plensant to be
assured that, notwithstanding the late
rumors of hostility, the American mis-
sionaries are prosecuting their work with
less opposition than ever before, and ﬂ'l[l.l:
they are being most useful in aidin
the great educational movement

legation in Peking reporis to the State
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Depirtment that “the missionaries have
every reason to be proud of their past
record as edocators in China, for al-
though their influence has been indirect,
the present movement owes verv much
more to them than appears upon the sur-
face ™

CONCLUDING COMMENTS

The work of reform upon which China
hng entered is a herculesin one. Many
well-informed foreign observers predict
that the movement will break down and
the reaction will bring the country hack
to its ancient conservative WaYE, There

are no doubt many obstacles in the way

of stccess. The Chinese are attempting
to bring abont in government and society
i o very few vears what it Tequired cen-
turies for the Anglo-Saxon and other
European races to achieve. 1 have re-
ferred 1o the deliberation with which
Japan emerged from her conservative
wavs and placed herself abreast of mod-
ern clvilization.

But the verv example of lapan makes
it possible for Etha to accomplish the
snme task more speedily. It is ﬂid that
the action of Japan in calling to her aid
foreign experts in the different depart-
ments of reform shonld be followed by
China. | think it would be wise for her
to do 20 to a Hmoted extent, But the
sitpation is different today from that of
Japan forty vears agv, She had sui-
fered few ontrages at the hands of for-
cigners amdd felt Tittle or no reésentment
toward them. Then none of her public
men had been educated abroad, whereas
China hos thousands of subjects who
have been educated in America and
Europe in all departntents and are well
ahle to lead in the reform movement.

There is no doubt a spirit of unrest in
the Empire which the anti-dynastic secret
socicties are fomenting, and the count
1% cxposed to the dangers of revolt, whi
in the st century were so disastrouns:
bt s the  nation nuﬂwad them then, it
i likely to do so againi  Besides, there
has heen of late a marked manifestation
of a spirit of patriotism.  The last bhirth-
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day of the Emperor, it i$ repotrtod, was
more generally observed and with ter
heartiness than ever before. | have al-
ready spoken of the enthusiasm with
which the announcement of & constitu-
tional govermment has been  réceived.
The anti-American boveott, although
ephemeral, was a surprising demonstma-
tion of popular spirit.  The Shanghai
riot, which startled the world, showed
that the Chinese will no longer permit
thett rights to be invaded with impunity.

The Boxer mdemmity s furmishing
another evidence of popular feeling. This
outriygeons imposition, more than dooble
the Japanese war indemnity, is a stand-
ing disgrace to the Christian nations—
an exaction which Secretary Hav labored
tiy avert and which it is understood he
and President Roosevelt thought should
no longer be enfarced by our govern-
ment at least. The indenmity was be-
vond the financial resources of the nation,
but thus far the semi-annual installments
have been promptly met. To do this,
however, an appeal to the people was
found necessary. This appeal was re-
sponded to by the imperial princes and
high officials of Peking and by the offi-
cials of the whole country down to the
eighth ¢, who have a d to con-
tribute one-fifth of their salaries till the
whole indemmity has been paid. Their
example has been followed by the gentry
and merchants, guilds, socictivs, Chris-
tiin churches, primary schools, and all
classes contributing liberally according to
their meins. The press recently re-
ported the action of the barbers’ guild of
Peking resolving to contribute annually
$00 and calling on like guilds through-
out the Empire, which if responded to
would vield alone a hall a million of
dollars. The barbers belong to one of
the lawest classes in Chinese society, no
son or descendant of which to the third
generation can aspire to a literary de-
pree or a publie ofice; and yet they hove
come forward to show their patriotismn
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and love of eountry in its bour of need.
An American resident of Peking, de
scribing this popular manifestation in
the Century magazine, characterizes it as
“one of the most remarkable movements
the world has ever seen™

In the light of these illustrations of

Chinese patriotism, we may conhidently

express the hope that the day is not far
distant when the reforms upon which this
great people have entered may ben large
measure realized; when edueation shall
be generally diffused thronghout the
country : when the judicial system and
the laws shall be made to conform more
fully to those of the western nations;
when the army shall be mised m num-
bers commensurate with the population
and brought to the European standard
of efficiency; when railroads shall bring
the various provinces into direct com-
munication with the capital and with
ench other and commerce shall have free
development; when & c¢onstitution and
representative government shall be es
tablished ; when it shall be freed from the
bondage of exterritoriality and exercise
unrestrained control of its tariff; when
the evil effects of opium shall be re-
giricted, if not entirely removed; when
the people shall have accepted the best
features of modern civilization—then will
the Chinese Empire be accorded and take
its proper place in the family of nations.

.'IEimt dav 1 believe i= not far away.
When that day arrives there will be a
new alipnment among the great powers
of the earth and new features introduced
into politics and society, not for the hart,
I trust, but for the betterment of ho-
manity. 'On that day we shall compre-
hend more fully the truth  pro-
claimed on Mars' Hill two thousand
vears ago, that “God hath made of one
blood all nations of men to dwell on the
face of the earth,” und that all races are
entitled to equal treatment in law and
rovernment.

*Dr, Griggs, in Century Magaxine, July, ipob.
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FROSPEROUS PORTO RICO

TElE past several years have bronght
much happiness and prosperity to
our I;tjtle island in.:hu West Indies. In
an aduress to the National Geographical
Soctetv, November 1o, the Treasurer of
Parto Rico, Hon, William F., Willoughhby,
stated that the commerce of the island
had deubled smee 1901 ; the number of
schools and of children at school had alsc
doubled in the same period, and the
health of the islanders had tly tm-
roved, owing to discovery of Dr Railey
Ashiord and Dr King of a means to
ctire them of tropical anemia, from which
00 per cent of the population had for-
merly suffered,

The exports from Porto Rico amount
to F24.000000 annually, of which $i0,-
000,000 come to the United States, The
imports mmount to $22,000,000, of which
Pro0o0,000 are from the United States.
The trade with the United States is now
mne Hmes A8 great 4s in 1806,  Sugar
anid tobacco are the principal exports,

but cofiee and citrus fruits are increasing

more rapidly. Mr Willoughby believes
that the Porto Rican coffec is the best
coffee in the world, and that in a few
years it will be in great demand.

The railroad mileage has about doubled
since American occupation, and the island
will soon have a belt line around its coast,
over two-thirds being already completed,
In five vears the Americans have in-
creased the mileage of macadamized
roads one and a half times over what it
took the Spaniards 400 vears to huild,
Mules, traction engines, and antomohiles
have supplanted the oxen and carts.  The
trolley car has also been introduced
~ In 1898 there were 539 schools in the
island, with an attendance of 22,000, Last
year this number had increased to 1,104,
with 45,000 pupils, English is taught in
all schoals, and the Porto Ricans are all
anxious to give their children a good eduo-
cation. Those who can afford ft send
them to the United States.

The climate iz very healthful, there
rarelv ever being a case of vellow fever,
with very little smallpox, typhoid, or
mialaria.

Perhaps the greatest achievement of
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the American control is the discovery of
Dirs Ashford and King, by means of
which the peogile can be cured of tropical
anermia.  These gentlemen noticed that
large numbers af the inhabitants were
suffering from a wasting disease which
weakened and nltimately destroved them.
They ohained from the legislature a
grant of §$5.000 to experiment: found
that the wasting disease was caused by
4 parasttic worm i the intestines, and
proceeded to dévise a remedy.

Their grant was increaged, and finally
the work was made part of the public
service, with an appropriation last vear
of $50,000, and stations have been estab-
lzshed at convenient points throughout
the island where the natives are treated
free. The efficiency of the labaring pop-
:.ﬂﬁll:r;:n has been mich improved by the
Wo

THE WELLMAN POLAR EXPEDITION

HE experiences of the past summer
have strengthened Mr Walter
Wellman's conviction that the air-ship is
the only method of reaching the Pale,
and that at present the dirimble balloon
is the only feasible air-ship, The past
summer he completed his base at Spite-
hergen, which is to be |ns starting point,
and has now Dbetween seven and eight
hundred tons of supplies there. He has
built in Spitzbergen the largest balloon-
house in the world, 180 fect long, 82 feet
broad, and 82 feet hirh. He has two
hundred tons of sulphuric acid and eighty
tors of dron fAlings ready to generate his
hydrogen gas. During the winter months
mare poweriul motors are being made for
his air-ship, so that the total horse-power
of the vessel will be 150.

Major Henry E. Hersey, of the United
States. Weather Bureaun, who was ap-
pointed as the representative of the Na-
tional Geographic Society last March,
will go north with Mr Welltman again in
the same capacity. Major Hersey, it will
be remembered, accompanied Lieatenant
Labm in the recent long-distance balloon
mace from Paris to England, which was
won by these two Americans, to the as-
tonishiment of France, which had a dozen
entries.
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HIGHEST CAMPS AND CLIMBS
BY EDWIN SWIFT BALCH.

In the summer of mos, Dr T. G Longstnfi,*
with the guides Alexis and Henri Brocherel, of
Courmayeor, made 1 journey in which he ox-
F'Hl'tﬂl several little wn portions  of
Timmalaya, atd also jc ished some remark-
able feata of mountaineening.

On Nanda Devi he camped at lg}m feot,
and the next day climbed to 14, eer. On
Nanda Kot he camped at 16300 and the
.ht: afier ascended to abodt 21,000 feet,

ater he made a most determined attempt on
Gurla Mandhats (25350 feet), in southern
Tihet After 4 recomnaissance, through a mis-
take, on & lower peak {22000 feet), e went up
the western: arete of Gurln to an altitide of
about 23,000 feet, where they overlooked the
za.a00-foot peak. Here the climbers started an
e o Bt
eet. At spot to which they ha en they
spent the 'lﬂ?{ﬂmnﬂtdm they ascended
the Gurla glacier to about 23,000 feet, where
thev spent the night in a hole in the snow ; and
the fellowing day they climbed abont 1,000 feet
higher ot Gurla, where they could not haye
been much below 24000 fect It is tolerably
certuin that this camp at 33,000 feet Is the high-
est altitude at which mén have ever | a
“good rest” and that this topmost pont at-
tamned on Gurlz is probably the highest
altitude thus far :

Dr lLongstaff's actount is = miece of hald
prose, and to o mouontainesr should carry the
conviction of hix veracity. So far, he has

d being attmcked for having successfully
carried out these wonderinl feats of endurance,
in which respect he has been more fortunate
than his predecessor, Mr Graham

Mr Graham? in 1882 with Herr Emil Boss,
landloed of the Bir at Grindelwald and captamn
m the Swiss army, and Ulrich Kanfmarnn, &

first-c ide from Grindelwald, made a
im:‘n:t;i i the Sikhim Himaloya, in which they
reached  about 22700 feet  on  Dunagin

ascenided A a1, which they christened Mouant
Monal, 22516 feet; ascended Jubonu, 21300
feet; and fnally ascended Kabrn, which the
Indian Survey triangulates as 34015 fect high.

Mr-Graham says: "We were off next mom-
ing at 430, and found at once all our work cut
aut for us, 'The very first thing was the worst.
A lang couloir Tike a half-funnel, crowned with
rocks, had 1o be passed The snow was lying
loase, iust ready to slide, and the greatest pos-

T G Longstaff: “Six Months' Wand
in the Him'!m"lih Alpine Journal, 1005,
vol. X . E-

ﬂhﬁﬂ complete account of Mr Graham's
trip is: W. W. Graham: "Travel and Ascents
in the Himalaya” The Alpine Josrnnl l%.
vol, X1, pp. 25~-52. Emil Boss and Dw;g'iﬂ.i :
Freshfield: “Notes on the Himalays and
Himalayan Survey." The Alpine Journal, 1884,
vol xim, pp. 5960
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sibile care had to be taken to avord an ava-
lanche. Then a steep tee-slope led as o a spow
inchne, and so to the foot of the true pealk
Here we had nearly 1,000 feet of most delight-
ful rock-work, forming o perfect stajrense At
10 we wore at the 10p this, and not more
thati 1.500 feet above was the castern summL
A short hult Tor food and then came the tug of
war. Al this last slope is pure ice, at an angle
of from 45 degrees 10 nearly bo degrees.  Ohw-
ing 1o the beavy snow and the subsegquent Trost,
it was coated three or four inches deep with
frozen snow, and up this coating we it | am
perfectly nware that it was n most bazmrdous
ing, and in cold blood T should not try
it again, bot only in this state would the ascent
have been possible m the time.  Kauffmann led
all the way. and ot r2.78 'we reached the lower
summit of Kabru, at least 23,700 Teet above the
sea. The glories of the view were beyond all
re. * * * However, we hod oo long
time for the view, for the sctoal summit was
connected with u-u.;'!. by a short _nréilr.i and rose
in about feet of the steepest 1ce 1 hove scer
We ﬂ'nnﬁt it, and after an hour and a half
we reached our goal. The summil was cleft by
three = gnd imo one of these we got.
The ife summyt was Iiitle more than a
pillar of ive, and rode at most 30 or 40 feet
above un stifl, bot independently of the ex-
treme difficulty and danger of attempting: it
we had no time. A was left at oar high-
est point, and we descended.” _
ny attempts have been made to discredr
Mr Graham's ascent of Kabr, These were prin-
cipally done at the time by Anglo-Indians, wha
had had little or no expenence of mouninineer-
ing. Their arguments have been refuted and
the folly of most of their statements demon-
strated by Mr Freshfeld and other writers®
The asecunt of Mr Graham reads clearly and
truthfully and shomld carry conwiction to any
experienced moantaineer, 3
o any m-:imhu will !ﬂﬁ!r. at Ith: Facts ll:t:!—
Hgently and without indice, there can aTe)
:hn:luhr. ?I'.i"ln.l: I Lo E:Ff has made the highest
camp and the second highest ascent, and that to
Mr Graham still belongs the coveted honor of
the record ascent

DRAINAGE OF WET LANDS

Few pecple realice how waluahle the topo-

phic maps published by the U. S (ieo-
Fnr;:nl Survey may be in Jurmishing accurnie
datas on which (o base plans for Improving
sywamps and marshes. On these sheets a gen-
eral drainage plan may be laid down and the
{easibility of proposition  definitely deter-

med. There are man 3,]- !r;nj mlgmﬂ ;.1? the
Geological Survey in which enough inlorma-
tien has already been collected to make a sub-

= Soe Edwin Swift Balch: “The Highest
Mountain Ascent” Bulletin af the Americun
Geographical Society. 1904, vol. XXXVI, pp. 107-
100,
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stantial beginning for studies in drainage. The
really mmportant marsh arcas, such as the Pis-
mul Swamyp, the Florids Everglades, aml the
witle miches in - Minnescta, are wet to be
mapped, and unt] that work 1= done no coms:
?r:hmml.rr. plons for their drainuge can be ger-

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY

December 13—"Russia and the Dumia™ B
AMr Willinm K Curtis,  Tllustrated. :

December 13—MAnnual Biangoet. The New
Willard, The guests of the evening will nclide
1111: h:fimlglln :lmhaqﬁu.-ﬂhr: the li:lussun Ambhnssa-
T an roness Roson ) the [apinese Ambas-
sador and Vieountess Aoki; the Secretary of
the Navy, Commander Robert K Peary and
Mrs Peary; Mr Morris K Jesup, of New York,
FPrestilent of the Penry Arctic Club, and Mes
Jr—snillt Mr Herbery 1. Bri Secretary of
the Heary Arctic Club; and Dr F. A, Cook, who
has hien the first to pécend Mount MeKinley,
_ The special feature of the evening will be the
nrst awnrd of the Nationa]l Geographic Society
Gold Medal (o Commander Peary,

Decembir 21— Hun-:huﬁl through the
H:{F:rti nf[ Ll;nﬁtﬂ Californm.™ By ]'rIr!E_ W,

non, of the Bureau of Biologichl Survey.

]'Ill,lzll.il:ltltl:"-'ll- R it
_ Junnary 2—"Hetween Egypt and the From-
imed Lamd: A recent journey into Mdéab and
Edom™ By Rev, Franklin Hoskins, 1), I,

Jansnry 4—"German Fast Africe.” By Dr
Lowuis Livingstone Seaman, of New Yark, 1=
hustrated. .

Jamugry 18-—"Camping Expeditions mn the
Canudian Kockiea™ By Mr Howard Du Bois

Jomuary 33—"Balivis—a Country Without a
Delt" By the Bolivian Minister, Sefior F.
Calderon. Musirated,

Fetrnary +—"The Rising Pacific Emmpire.”
By Hon George C Perkans, U 8, Senator
from Californii

Fetrugry 8—"The Guiamas” By Prof.
ﬂ.ng-.l-iu Heilprin, of Yale University. [lus-
irike

February 15—"Ten Yearn of Polar Work:

or, What We Know and What We Want 1o
Enow." By Mr Herbert 1. Bridgman, Secre-
m? of the Peary Arctie Club,  [Hustrated.

ehrigry 1—"Two Thousan] Miles in the
Saddle througl Colombis and Ecvuador” By
Hon. John Barrett, U, & Minster to Colombda,
ITiustrated

March 1—"5anto Domingo and Hali" B
Rear Adimiral Chester, UL 3 Navy, Hlustrate

March 15—"The Regeneration of Korea"
By Mr Georze Kenman,  [Mustroted. i

March 2i—"Uhir ITmmigrants: Where
Come From, What They Are. and What 'I"Es.lll::lr
Do After Thr__}'l L"j:l.-.l, ere’” E}' Homn F k
Sargent, Comnussioner Geperal of Tmomigra-
b, [Hostrated,

March z23—"Oneer Methods of Travel in
Curions Corners of the World" By Hon, O
i ﬁﬂiﬂ. Chief Bureau of Smatistics  [los-
trit
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Alarch “Mexico—the Treasure-howse of
the World™ By Mr N. H, Darton. of the
U, 5. Gealo ey, Iastrated.

STy
Aprid 5—"A Popular Explanati f Earth-
quakes and Voleanoe " BE I.'I: l'.'L..‘rI:nlx\".'i'.l:I Eilh-rr:.
of the U. §, Geological Survey. IHustrated
J.d_ar:l_::-;—"ﬂﬂhpﬂin“]ﬂw Es-!"uih and Old
ameslow Mre. W. W, Enl h, Secre-
of the Eulrj:r:] Lo, okt
nnougcements will be made luter of ad-

‘I'!IEM hﬁ'ﬁuhm:mndnr Robert E. Penrwy, 1. §,
nvy, w as  recently attained “Farthes
North,” and by Ir F. A Cook, of Brookivn,

who has accomplished the first ascent of Moant
McKinley, the highest mountain in North

"SCIENTIFIC MEETINCY

The meetings of this course will be held at
the home of the Society, Hobbard Memorial
Hull, Sexteenth amed M streers, ot 8 p, -m:, onthe
fnllowing daves:

December 17—"Enterprising Siam” By Mr
Henry 8. Kerr, of New York, who has rocently
returned from that distant land.  Hlostrated

Felrwary #B—"Acclimatinng  Fishes — ur
Transplanting Fighes from the Atlantic to the

Pacific, and Vice Versa, etc” By Dr Hugh
M. Smith, Deputy Commissiones, Hurean of

Fisheries Tlus
January tr—Anmual Mect “Aborginal
r 0. F. Cook,

.hFinl.lI:ur: in Guatemala™ By
l'm‘:‘-_ﬂﬁ V. 8 Department of Agricolture.  Mlus-
ol

fammary 16—"The U. §, Forest Service” By
Mr Gifford Pinchot, Forester. 1llustrated, The
Forest Service hns charge of 114606058 acres
af forest Innd. worth $400.000,000,

Jonugry 22—"The Coal Lands of the 1. §
Public Domam"” By Mr M. B Campbell, of
the U, & Goalogical Survey, Tiustrated

Felrugry 0—"A Visit o Sumatra.” By Mr
George H. Peters, of the U 5 Naval Ohierva-
tory. [llustrated

Frbrnurﬁhtﬂ-—"ﬂu:l:hning the Desert.” By
Mr C J. Blanchard, of the 1. 3. Reclamation
Service. [llustrated, The Reclamation Sery-
ice has a fund of $50,000,000, which is being in-
vested in frrigmtion works

February 23="Reclyiming the Swamp Lands
of the United Statez™ By Mr H. M. Wilson,
of the LI 8 Geological Survey. THustrated

March B—"Twenty Yerrs in Beirnt and
Damascus or, The Syrin of Today.," By Rev.
F. B Hoskins, Tlostrated.

March 22—"Utilixing the Surface Waters of
the Unied States for Power” By Mr H. A
Pressey, T E. THustruted .

April 6—"The Santh Sea Talandere"™ By Mr
A. B. Alexander, of the U, 8. Burean of Fish-
eries.  [llustrated. . _

A 15— Pho phs of Whild CGiame Talen
bﬁuﬁmﬂluﬁ."‘ Ey Hon George Shiras, ad.
Hlustrated.

April 10—"A Trip 10 Argentine and Para-
Enar." By Mr John W, Titcomb, of the U. &

Hren -u'fl' Fisheries, 1lustrated
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