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By

JOHX H. MITCHELL

EATTRIY STATES SENSATON FTIOM ORREGON

{ Address delivanid before the Soeiety March 25, 1555)

In whatever aspect considered, the subject of this wlilréss is
fruitful in sugmestion,  Whether it e viewed in respoot to the
derivition and sigmiflestion’ of the name Oregon ns orgrinally
applied to the teeritoey: and loter to the state ; to the manner in
which and throneh whot title that termtory become s part of
the domain of our eommon conntry ; or in mefersnce to ita lomm-
tiom, nationally and internationally considersd | to its vast ex-
tont; ite geographic formuntion; its granid wouniains ; its mag-
niflcent rivers | ils forthle yalleys ; its onrividled seenie benuties ;
ity capabititios of prodwetion ; its tende ; ite commmeroe ; 168 brave,
stalwart, plonser people ; its svelnl snd politieal fustitutions—
in whichover of theso nspwcts the subject is viowd, It s pregnant
with historio intorest, full of titirinl for diaowssion ond thouglit

Lot us eonsider, in the first place, the manner inowhich what
wits furnerly known sz * Oregon territory ™ beesme o part of the
pablic domain of the United Sintes; the nature of ghe title under
which wa hold, its extont tarritorially, and then hrielly 1ts gon-
ernl chumneteristics, and partionlarly smne of the mure promi-
nent googmphic fentures and resurees of the present state of
Oregon.
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While minking no pretonsions as un historian, I donfess 1 am
abill lossi o proogeenplior ; thorefore whatl T shiall have to sy this
evoring will porhaps i more bistorieal than geogepline in s
pntue il woulld porhape be more appropriate holore an bistor-
el than o geographic socteky.

Dismoeery i Acgiefaition of Title.

The Oregon of today, thoush one of the Aweriean states,
clothed with all the attributes of that sovereignty which nttaches
to stntehood, I widely different in respect 1o territorial extent,
as alsi it very tiinoy other redpisots, feorn the Ofogon of a'contary
ago. Althongh the prosent state of Orogan includos within it=
Dospidaries an nees of S0000 suare mifes more than that in.
cluded T the whole of the six New England states, it ia but a
fraotion less than one-fifth in siee of the original Oregon torri-
tory as claimed ot first by Spain and subsequently by the
Unitod States.  Out of that territory, after Josing abiout 200,000
squnre milos by compromise, has bein eurved three great states
and 4 Intge portion of w fourth, namely, Oregon, Washington,
Tdnthiy, anid w part of Montans,

The hisloty of the various titles unider which our government
gasortond elaim Lo the ereitory of Oregon 1o the prolaiged diplo-
mabic contest with Gieeidk Britain for the soprsinacy = interest-
g i the Bighest degree. Our tithe was of 8 triplo charpeter :

First. Dipgovery and settlement by Epnin, to which title we
suroved .

Secotiel. Dhscovery inourown mght in 1590 fallowed by sclen-
tific explomtion and setual settlmnenl

Third, Ce=gion from Franee of the Louisinna territory,

For nearly threa centuries priop to 1790 Spetin had been uink-
ine elpim, o account of alloged discovery, to 4l of Ofegon
'l:u'rrLt.ur}* extonding from the fortvssconid | dogree of narthern
lntitude tot only to 54% 400 but o the sixty-first parallil, snd
extimuding frony Pacifio ocean enstward to the central heights of
the Rocky mounining, I was in dimensions a vast empire.  Its
goographic extont wae ahout 760 miles from north to south and
about 650 from east to west, embmeing an aren of abont 4594 00K
squam miles, of seven and one-half times greater thh all of the
whx New Englund States put together, two anid one-half times as
large a8 the whole of Spaln and more than S00EE square miles
e than all of Spain, Frooes and Portigml] eanilined.
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This elaim of Spain dated back 277 years prior to 1790, or 852
veurs ago, the fnseptive right being bansed by some on the alleged
discovery of the Pavifle ocean by Balboa fn 1515, whon ho as-
sumel possession of it ns 4 private ses in the name and fur 'the
benefit of the Spanish vrown ; bul this elain had slight grounds,

dndesd no replly gowd grovnds of support, though it was groitly
strengihoned from tme to time by the navigation of its coasts
and the oocupntion of its territory by Spanish navigatops; Mal-
danado in 1528 and Farrelo in 1543,  Tn'1502 San Juan de Fooa,
a GCireele navigator (o the Spanish service, entered the steait benr-
ing his name, which now stpaniles the Unitod States from the
British possessions,  He then for o thoe supposed e had die-
eovernid the great northwestermn passige oonnecting the two
ocenns.  In 1574 the bavigator Captain Suan Peres sailed from
San Blos Janoary 25, landing first on the tnortbeasters oonst of
Quesn Tharlotte islad near the ffy-fourth paraliel.  Mudibolds
-snys by was the st of all Eoropoan aavigators o anchor in
Nootks sound, in Intitnde 4197 307, This hoe nosmed Port San
Lorvnga; fonr venrs loter it was by Captain Cook: ealled King
Georeessonnild.  Flooeta, o Spanish navigator, visited and Inpded
on the coast in 1775, and Gallano and Valdes in 1792 that thoy
explored the entire Oregon const, sud evun farther northward, is
an historieal faet which caniot by questioted.

Prior to 1780 the elaim of Spain to this vast tecritory woes not
soriously dispoted by ooy power, althongh  Grest Britain had
T fetsbily msking o elniog searoiel v Tess anclont thmigl based on
o thore foagile nod less dofonsible tikle,  This elaim on the part
of Cireal Britain rested omginally (although subsequoently that
wource of tithe was virtually abandoned ) on the acts, fnmiliar to
all, of Sir Frunels ke, the Eoglish buecancor and filibuster,
who, in 1577, with five armed vossols, had sailed from England,
with the connivanes of Quesn Klizaboth, estensibly for a vovage
to Fevpd, but in fact on a filibustering expedition against Spoin,
Twao vedrs later Gn 1579), having reached the watsts of the 'a-
cifie ocean through the stealt of Magellon, his flect eneountersd
stortms, fedieing it to ong sehivoner of an hundresd tons horden
anid his naval force to sixty mon. Just how far Dealie sailed
porthwarnd along the Chlfornia and Oregon ooast = oo mnattoer
of doubt, some historinns asserting e wont as far as 42%, others
457, and some as for as 48% All ngroe, however, that, baving
onconntered storms, he retorned to the thirty-eighth paraliel
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anil landed in a bay, now supposcd to be either the present hay
of San Franciseo or the buy of Bodega, whers, ae one Historinn
tille ua, he necoptod from the savages of the fur west, in the nome
of Qieon Eligabethi, * coronation, scepter, and soverdgnty.”

Girant Britain, hawover; in Der pgeolonged contest with the
United States; placed no relinness on the acts of Deake, but based
her claim first on the alleged digeovery of the Oregon termitory
by Captain Cook in 1778 nnd subsequently on adlegd disonveries
by Captain Moars in 1738 and by Captain Vancouver in 1792,
1706, and 1T, It was elabmed, moreover, that Greal Brituin
was the first to aequire what was tered “u beveficial intersst
in thee regions by commercial intercorse.”

Resting on these respective titles, that of Great Dritain cer-
tainly lacking in every respect ull those essemtinl olemonts which
constitute o fodl fotndation Tor a salid alom to soversghty,
theae Lwo gredt rival powens, Spain and Great Britain, eatoe into
contantion over their respeotive olaims to and in this vast teri-
tory in 1700, refmlting in what is kneown 1o Bistory as Y the
Nootka coovention,” The elnim of Eoglond was then hardly
one uf sovereigniy, but rather, as she asserted, " an indisputable
richt to the enjovment of & free and aninterropted navigation,
cmmerce and fshing, and to e possession of such HH:‘I."J-IFFII—
ments ns they should form, with the condent of the natives of the
aciitey, not previeusly oceupied by any European nations”

[n the assortion of these plleged rights on the part of Groat
Brituin anid of the 8panish eontention on the poert of thy Spanish
arown. the conflicting wad rval elaims to sovereiznty were
attemptad to bo uphold, as one historian tells us, * by an oeo-
atonal vigit Ly vossols, tomporarily trnding with the natives, somo
fishing, and a fow ehimnties,”  The Spanish authorities, howover,
denyving the rights asserte] by Great Britain, seiaod and confis-
ented] hier vesseds wud other property eaploved inothe nssertion
of her clakms to socipation, if not indeed to severeignty, 1t was
this conflict which resulted in the Nootha eonvention of 1790,

Thnt Gireat Beitsin gained nothing by the terms of that treaty
in respect to her alleged rights sithor ns to soversiemty, tonnney,
of vordterte in oty of the eoantries bordering on the Macilic
ocent, 8 eoteeded by all historians,  That her clabms, both as (o
discovery and prior ocenpation. submmitted to that eonvention
wory absolutel y baseless as agninst those of Spain or any ather
power must be conceded.  Even should we concede all that has
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ever heen cloimed by the most ardent Englil historian in respent
to the achiovemants of Sir Feancis Drnke and othum, i amounits
W nothing as agninst the Spanish elnim ; and 20 in reference Lo
the wlleged discovery by the British captaine, Cook, Menrs, awd
Vancouver, for the evidenes is conelusive that this sawme tosst
hivd bison pavientod and thi Jand dikcovered more thun 260 yoars
bofore. by the Spanish aavipator Maldonado (15280 T ther,
Gront Britnin pained nothing n her olaim, cithor as to sovervignty:
or sooupiney, by the Nootka treaty of 178, as she did not, she
cartainly hiad no right to complain,

When this trpaty was submitted to the British Parlinment it
was denpunced by the '-'l];lil'-‘.l'“lﬂ‘lﬂ'l as & cowanlly surrnnder.
% Nothime hins ey saitted,” saitl Mr Churles Fox, “ but, on the
contiury, much hns been surrondered ;™ aml, gpeaking further,
Mr Fox silil: “Omir richl befure the convention (whether ad-
mitterd] or depied by Spain wos of no consoquencd ) wak to settlo
any pirt of Bouth or Northwest Amoricd not fuitifisd dgainst us
by preslons deeupanoy, and we are pow restricted to settle i
certuin places only aid under certain vonditions,  Our rights of
fisling extonded 1o the whole ooenn, and now i 18 lmitd and
not 1o by exercised within certain distances of Spanish settle-
ments.  Our right of making settleinents wos not as now & right
to build huts, but to plant colonies, 37 we thought proper. In
retonnoing wll mght to make settlemonte in South Amories wo
haye given to Spuin what alie considensid as inestimableand have
i retien begn contionted with drose™  But whatever righits Gireat
Hritainn hnd Ly vietoe of the Nootks treaty of 1700 were Jost
totally dustroved, when in 1700 Spain doclared wir sgainst Gt
Britain, ns it is o principle of public Iiw that o declamtion of
war destroveal]l trimtios hetwoen the belligorents,

Tho olaim of Spain to the whole of Oregon territory south of
the sixty-fimst parullel was acknowledged by the Bossian gov-
ernmpvnt; the only power holding claims which conilicted with
Spait.  In 1790 complaints hind beon made to the Russian eourt
agmingt Hussinn sulijocte {or invading the Spanish territory south
of 17 of northern latitade,  To this conplaint the Emperor
af sl the Rissias, through the proper channel, replisd in theds
Wi

“The Emperor assrmes the King of Spain he @& oxtrmely sorry thiat
the repeaterl oders bewsd to provent the subjects of Bl from vio.

lating Dn the smallist degres the Serrtory elonging fo pnother power
ehinulil kavn byon disibeyed, ™
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This was a clear and unoquivoeal recognition of the sovervienty
of Spain to all torritary south of the sixty-tirst parallel.

The contintion on the part of the government of Groat Britain
that whatover rights the United States aoquinad in the Orpgon
turritory in virtue of the treaty with Spain, Enown as “ the Florida
treaty.” in 1810, subject to certaln righis of Great ritain as 1o
alleged wint occupaney with Spanish subjeots existing it virtne
of the * Nootka treaty ™ of 1700, was etdnplotoly annibilated,
first, Ty Socrotnry Calhoon in B350 and subaequently, by Seeris-
tary Buchanap in 15345, They demonsteated two propositions =
First, that pot ooly hd Great Britain nevpmired no righita of sover-
etgmty in virhie of the treaty of 1790 with Spain, bul by that
treaty the soversignty of Spain was directly conended ; for the only
rights fully recogniend to Grent Britain in the treiby were that
hise suljuots shonld not be disturbed dn landing on the cousts in
pluces alreaddy ocoupded for the purpose of earrving on teade
with the datives. Second, that the tiealy of 17090 wis nheo-
gated by the dislaration of wir of Spain neainst Great Britsin
i 1780 that by that war it foll to the groand and was Bavor
resurrectod, aml therefore every might which Great Britain hd
in virtne of its provisions: vaniehed,  In their disoussion the
principle of public law that wor terminntes al] sulsisting treaties
between the belligerent powers was discussed with groat ability.
It wis elenrly shiown thut the only exception to this general/ rile
ie Ih ease of 4 trenty recognizing certain soverelgn rlishits as -
longing to s nation which had peesinualy eristed, indepondently
of any treaty engagoment ) thut is, these rights which the trealy
dil 'not ereile, but metely recogatzed, connot be destroved by
wor betwesn the governments eoonstitibing pairties to the treaties.
The treaty of pewce, fof inslance, bebwoen this countey and Gremt
Britain i 1783, whoemsin Great Britain seknowledged that the
Unitod States was “ froe, sovercian and independent,” is of this
exceptional chamoter—a right reooguised, but oot grantad by
treaty, and heten a vdght which eannot be destroyed by war,

The cluim of Spain o the tercitory of Oregon—that = the
torritory Iving on the Pocifie dcenn north of the forty-second
peirallel and extending to 54° 40—did not rewt alone on dis-
eovery and sebtlotent, bot slso as bedng onbeaced within and o
part of the ancient Lsuisiana ceded by Frunes 108 pain in 1762 anil
by & sderul wemngement receded to Frinee In 1800, then eedad
by Frnnee th the Unived States in 1508 (enown as™* the Lonisimmm
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pambazge ). Whatever elalm, thorefore. Spain had to the Oregon
territory in 1800, prior to her eession to France, in virtue cither
of dissovery wnd lHﬂ]H'.'IIutlLr ot tho one biund, or by eossion from
Franee ns pirt of the anclent Louisinng, on the other, vested in
the United States by the Lonisinnn purchase,  That Spain, there-
fure, was the roal wnd sols sovervign owner of the whole of Ore-
gon tertitory ad aeainst Grent Britain there ean be #o donbt,
and the United States sucecsdod toall the dehits which Spain
ovar Tind-—first, by the cession from Fromee o 31808 and, seoond,
by virtue of the Florida treaty nnd eession from Spain in 1816

Americing the fivsl aefitol Dipsovercra of Cregim.

Whatever may be suid ps to discovery, tenanay, ocoupation,
explotation and settloment of thet vost region of the mighty
wost Iving north of the forty-secand parallol, or whatever oy
b the character of those elnime on the part of aoy coontey. the
glory of the aotun] discovery, of the real seismtific explortion
ani sotual settloment, helongs to Amoerica, to the United States ;
nnd on that high, nmimpeachnble title, irrespoetive of all othens,
has onr country ever stood and can forever stand in 1ts dlarm to
the territury of Oregon.

Tlie fipst real sssprtion of sovarsignty in all that vast region
ovcurred when, on May 11, §792, Captain Gray, of Boston, an
Amorient eitlzan wml navigator, & naval officer duntlﬂ' the revo-
Iutiooney: war, mastor of the merchant ship CWlumbib, (scov-
ormd and ‘entored the greal river of the wesk. Ha nsoondd
it waters o distince of twenty-five miles from its mouth, re-
minity there nine days, and named it~ Oolumbin ™ o honor of
hia sbip, planted the Ameriean flag on (8 shores and took pos-
session of the conntry in the name of the Upited: States.  Inde-
fatignble wore the efforts of Great Brithin to wrest this honor
from the United States, and in support of this sffort all manner
ol cluima ware from time to time-set up,

‘Eujpiuhm hald been entertained for many years, perhaps o
century prior to 1792, in the mind< of Spanish and English
mavigntors thnt & large river emptied somoewhere mto the waters
of the Pavifie, and the Eoglish novigators Mears anid Vanconver
hinil et instructed by thele respective governmionts to malke
evory effort to discover if.  Thisy spaett months in the years 1701
nrd 1THE a0 this effort, but withool resal. = Moars,” saays onn
historian, * fuiled to find the month of the snpposed river when
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he was lad to explore for it in the straits of Fuca, and mude
purnanent reeand of his failiare in the two titles he loft thire—
enpe Disappointment and Deception buy.”  The aame histo:
rini, in epeiking of Vancouver, says: Vancouver scrutinfeesd
thut cosst Tor abott 250 miles, and so minately that tho sarl has
bean constantly seen from the mast-hoal o broak on it shisres,
Thus be Giled to diseover the mouth of the Columbin, niistak-
[ng evidontly the hrenkers on its fenrful bars for const surl”

Thi= ontey was made Tn his joarnal April 20, 1702 anly twilve
davs prior to the date when Ouprain Gy made the groaf dis-
covery s and yot, hornuse the English navigator Vanconver sub-
seqaenily sailed farther np the river than did Captain Geay, the
Lutier dirocting bim how to fni the ontmnce, Great Britain insists
that he and not Captain Gray wad the diseovorer of the Columbia,
and that all the righis which attach to s discovery holang to
Enslund and not 1o the United Stutos,

In disonssing this phise of the Oregon question Professdr Twiss,
of O fopd University, in nn olaborntes paper, sabil : * Capitinin Gray's
claim is Hmited to thie wouth of the fiver.”

The historinn Barows, in eommenting on this charmeter of
rensdning, very pertinently savs : ¥ Thuos the diseovery of a river
is minide o progressive work by English elaimants, as if one shonld
diseover the Missi=ipp] at New COrleans, another at Memphis,
anather ot Caim, another at the mouth of the Misouri, aud so
o to the flls of Swint Anthony ; au if the discovies of & lost
eable were progrosive as the sepumte Hinks of the chiain are
hauled on boand™  CIET pavs the historian, " this had not been
antil by plenlpotentinrles wo should éall it paerile.”

Menrs nof omly did not diseover Colurabin river, but, on the
eomteaty, hoexpresly declumed there was no sooh river emptying
into the Pacific ocean.  * We can now safely assort,” said he in
his roport, © that there iz o such riverns that of Saint Boquoe,
a3 Intd down on the Bpanish charte™  And, as if to emphasize
the failure of his oxpeclations, le named the promontory Iying
north of the inlet where le had expeictald o discover it " cape
Dissppointment,” gl the inlet dtself © Deception bpg," names
by which they have hoen known ever sinee.

The Exploration of Lewls and (Yarke.

Girmy’s disoovery and the purchase of Louisiana territory were
guickly followed by scientific exploration on the part of the
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govertiment of the United States, as also by settloment on the
prrt Gf its citisins,

Thi oxpredition of Laewis and Clarke, arganized befory anil sent
out immedintely after the comsumomition of the Lovisinna pur-
ohase, wns oto of the most daring, diffeuly dangerons, and, ot
the same time, successful of the expeditions of which hidtary,
eithur of this or of any other conntey, ¢lva reoornd.

Thete secms to be some differonee in statoments of histarinns
4 to the nomber somposing that expedition.  Aecording to
Bitrruws, it oonsistell of twonty-vight persons in all—Lewiz and
Clarke, Aite voung Kentuekinns, fourteen United Shates soldiers,
Lwvo Canadinn vovagenrs aml one negrn, thy hendy servant of Cap-
tain Clarke.  Aceording, however, to the probably ncoteate notes
af Pr Cones 1o his now edition of the story of that expedition,
it consisted of forty-five men from Missourt to the Mandan
conntry, and of thirty-two, including Lewis and Clarke, thepe
alfler aeross the coptinent, the others retuniing from that paind,
as was the original progroomn.

Cugtains Lewis and Clarke wore eomiuissioneid by President
Jeferson * to explore the river Missonri and its prineipal
branches to their souress, and then to seck to traes bo it poo-
pation in the Pacific some river, whether the Columbin, the
Orezon, the Colorade or any other, which might affet the ubost
diveet; practicalds water communication aeross the eontinent for
tho purposes of eoimmerce,”

The time cecupied by thess courmgeons men in consiummat-
ing the important and hasardons duty assigued them by their
government was two yonrs, four mopthe and dine diys, nnd
during this time they traveled more than nine thousand oiiles
through an unbroken snd trackless wilderness,  The stark was
mada May 14, 1804, from theit cwmp on the Mississipp), near
the mouth of the Missonri, and returning they reschad S0 Lonis
Soptember 25, 1806, They discovered the headwaters of the
Misaouri and of the Columbia, und followed the witers of the
Intter until they landed ot eape IHsappointment, st the mouth
of the Calumbis, in Oregon, Noveilber 15, 185, They re-
mained there i cunp until Mareh 23, 1806, when they eom-
menced the ascent of the 'Columbia in their eanoes on ther
retum teige

The hardships exporitneed by these brave men aibd by the
aotruguous piongers, mon snd women who in the next halfl con-
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tury followed in their footsteps and bmeed the innumersbils
ditygers and hardships of the far west, have never beon, nor can
they b, fully depicted by either pon or tongne. To fliam are
the peaple of Americn greatly indelitiad, for ey have hown out
with willing hands, borne vn stalwart shoulders: nind st with
stahility in its everlpsting resting place, the fuundation stono of
one af the grandest pillars apen which o part resi= today the
suporh supenstractore of American development and Ameriean
eiviligition,  How stmngely pathetic i the history and how
pecnliar are the vicissitudem surroundiizg the lives of some men !
Captuin Meriwather Lewis, nftor passing through all the antalil
hurdships and perils of that memomble expedition, retarmed
surve d brief timo ns guvuarnar of the northwestem territory, and
thin to find a lokely grave in the forests o Tennessis, sither n
b feelo dle s or o the victim of the liand of on astassin ; just which,
histary has never defipitely dotormined.

Not oniy by sncosssion to every right which both France and
Spain bhad to this: territory, either in virtue of ccoupntion or
datherwise 7 not only by the right of sovercignty which attnches
o the discoverst of a new country, nor vet by those rights which
follow-in the wake of seientific explomtion, did the governmont
of the United States rest its claim to the territory of Oregon; but
added to nll these Is that other soenmalpted eight, which it the
fesull not mevely of octupaney, but of odtual settlenient. The Jaw
of nutions recognizes o wide distinetion betwean those rghts
which attach to mesé seenpaney und those which attuch to actul
settlement.  The nativis of this torritory in tholr wild, neiviliged
slile arg mere oconpants. more tenosats ;) they are pot sobtlers
The Huwdson bay trappess and tradors, whe inyaded Oregon terr-
tory in pursuit of peltries and furs;, wers mere ocenpants, similar
inall respects in the light of the lnw in regand to territorinl righta
whith restilt from sueh aecipaney as those which attach to the
Indiand.  They were nob seltlers within the lel signification
of that term, not did they attinot to theemselves thoge torritorind
or sovereipn rights which the law peconds to settlers.  The in-
tureats of vivilization, any# the low of that eivilbation, cannot
pormit o grint ot pive of wild conntry o retnin as suel for the
wEo of wild moen for a game Hfe: oo less could the lnw of that
civiltzntion permit this great forcien monopoly, the Hudson
Bay company, to owcupy such eountry for the sale purpose of
pemumulating and speeniating on tho spoils of tha hunter, amd
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without suy effort whatever to either develop or increass the
natital prvluctions of the country or losate or promote a single
s=itlement. 1t was therelore by mere seevpancy, and not by se-
tlesnent, thnt Englatil sought originally to strengthen her ¢laim
to and nequire rights in the Oregon teeritory.  With the United
Stutes and the people of the Dmited Stades it was entirely dif-
ferent.  With the latter coompancy was eouplad with that other
and higher attribute of dovelopmant and civilization, namely,
soiontifio exploration andd actual settlement,

Aslor's projoct contom plated not merely peeupaney of this dis-
tant territory for purpeses gimilne 4o the Hodson Bay company;
hig puarposss were of much higher order.  Thoy embeaced sotile-
ment, the sstablishmont of eivil siwiety, the physienl develop-
mont of the eountry, the leveling of the forest, the construdtion
of howuses, the eultivation of the Innd, the building of homes,
thie eroction of school-houses and churehes, the mnking of towns
amil cities, the establishing of viarts; the ereation of commercinl
arteries, nml, in s oword, the establishment of soeh eivil institu-
tions as wonld tend to nttach the new territory, with bonds inidis-
soluble, to the etates of the Amerioan onion, and thus weakes
and foally and forover sever every sillverte claim, amd ol the
game time expand amd develop the country und the eommprsial
and politieal prestige and power of the nation, lrving in his
“Astorin " summnrizes the plans and expetctations of Astor in
these woirds : ¥ Ho considorod his projected establishment at thie
mouth of the Colombin as the emporinm to an (menss coTm-
meros: a8 o oolony that would form the germ of a wiile viviliza-
tiom 3 that woulld in fact earry the American populntion neross
the Hocky mountains snd spread i nlong the shores of the Pa-
cifie as it already animated the shores of the Atlantic”

It was prompited by such impulses and with an aim to such
regulle that the town of Astorin was established by Astorin 1811
The warof 1512 ciming on, the Engligh eapturei Astoria, hanled
down the Amerionn g, haisted the Eonglish ensign and ohaugod
the name of (he fort from Astoria to Fort Georgo 3 Bot it the élose
af the wirin 153181t was restorad to the Uinted States by o treaty
which stipulated thi restoration of * all territory, planes and
possessions whatsoover nken by either party from the other
during the war,”  In this restoration the English denominated
it “the settlernent ; " and however many may have beon the ap-
cupants of this country of those smployad by the Hudsun Bay
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company prior to that, this was anquestionably the st permas.
neiit <ettlement mnde by white mon in the valloy of the Coluw-
bin or in the territory of Oregon, and this was by Amoerican
cltteers,  The elaim, thatefore,; b prior settlemient of Oregon terri-
Loy, now. comjirising the whole of the states of Oregon, Wash-
ko and Tdalio amd a piaes of Montan, ean rghtiully nttech
ouly o the Unitel States,

[t iz doubtless true that the two Wi insliip brothors, of Boston,
nre the men whe really made the first attonpt ot settlemont on
Colambin river after hm;r < disonvery,  Thoy sailid frome Boston
July 7, 10, i twir shipes, the 00 Kiin, of which Jonathan was
cpain, un'l thie Alhatrows, of which Nethan was muster. The
(P Kain wentad reot to California, while the A fhatross wont to Sund-
wich fslunds and theneo to Columbia tiver, arriving there with
ffty mien on boaed oy i the spring of 1510, The vessel pro-
etvedod up the river a distates of forty miles, oppesite to the
plives now known s Oukpoiot where they disambarksd; elesrerd
i smnll trict of Jand, eroctod a building and planted vegelabies,
all of which, however, were demolished and awept away by the
Jung flomds of the same year, when Coptain Xathan Winship
redmbarked with his mon, joined hiz brother in Californin s,
limmiig of Astors expecdition, nover rittirnied,

That Gregt Britain, opesating through diverss influential chan-
nels, notubily the Huodson Bay eompany, reinfordel ns B owaes o
1521 hw eonsolidation with the Canadinn Northwest compnny
of Montreal, exerted o most formidalile powar dgainst thie sottie-
mitih of Oregon torritory by Ameriong, and the wives of whoso
frifluence rechiod Washingtom and for a tine theeatenesd the loss
of the whole territory, is an historis fact well ostablished. That
Daniel Webster, as Seeretary of Stute, was by these intlnences at
one time convineed that the whole territory was an anbmoken
waste of aandy deserts, impassable mountains, and impenetrbile
jungles thore can be oo room for doubt. These powerfal infiu-
et aul been operating in divers ways prior to 1342 for mors
than & third of n century. Their efiot on the dividyal and
prthtie mind in the east, and on the offivinl mind ps well n Wash-
ington, was jnarked in the highest degroe

That Webstar, as Bectetary of State, hiul seriously contem-
plated including the whole of this:territory i the Ashiburton
trenty, and subsequently in s soperite troaty o exchango o
Groat Britoin for cortain eod fisheries in Nowfoundland is he-
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yond qoestion.  The jnsidions and powerfully offective infin-
nices and the remarkably suwocessful aggressions of the Hudson
Bay company are hest illustrated by the trinmphs it achioved in
thir e of whid semne] insunmountalile obstacles,  Althotgh
its ariginal chafter dates bock to Charles [T of Englamd, in 1670,
by whinh it was granted cortain important rights, forty years prior
to that o similar clinrtor hail been ginnted to the Canadian Norih-
wist Fur company by Louds X1IT of Franee. Prioe to 1521 this
comrpany was in numbers, eapital, loluenes and  power vastly
saprior to and a o most formidable rvid of thie TTodson Bav oom-
pny 3 vet the lnttor, notwithstonding all this, through (e perior
wnagement and grest diplomaoy, eompolled the former in 1821
to yiekl to and acvept ite own terme a5 to andon and consalidp-
tiony andd from that day the Hudson Bay company, thos re-
enforced o eapita], aumbers and influenes, and in the namber
ainl extent of its oulpoasts, direetwd all its vast enengies and fm-
it powers b weest feom the Unibed States and abitain eventu-
nlly for Great Britain the whole of Oregan territory.

The Frror of iy Govornment in temting for Joint Oeenpaniey,

But notwithstanding these superior vighte on the part of the
Uniterdd States, in virtue not only of ocoupanoy but also of scien-
tific explomtion and settlement, entitling this country to exeli-
sive sovervign rights m the whole of Orezon territory, the fact
thiit the Hudson Buy eompany bnd extended its aporations into
thut region and wa= engaged o trade theve with the Trdinns
indueed our government to make the filal inistake of entering
toto o treaty with Ureat Britain In 1818 providing for feint Geen-
pancy for a poriod of tin 'vears,  Thibs stipulation was extendol
indefinitely by aonother tresty with Geoat Beitain in 1527, pro-
minlgated May 13, 1528

These treaties, however, werp not intended, nor dd they or
either of them in any manngr attempt, to determine the respect-
ive soverelgh eladms of the United States and Groat Britnin, or
i fuet those of any other governmont, to this territory ; they
were intentdicd only, as expressly stated in the treuty, *to pre
vent disputes amd differences among the oceanpants of that terri-
l'-"-“-':l'."

That the governmeant of the United States minde o fearfal niis.
tuke in ever cotsenting by teiaty siipilation that Great Britain
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shioulid; throngh its subjosts, scoupy Oregon territory jointly with
our eitierns for a period of twenty-eight years, instead of stand-
ing in 1817 en our rights ns soversign and insisting that they
should be mespected, is now genemlly concaded,  The value of
the furs of which that conmtey was strippad by the Hudson Bay
companyiin that time waa imnense, amounting to many mil-
Hons of dollam. In the four yveats 1584 to 1817 the Hudson
Bay enmpany wlane Killed in that region [Oregon territony ) over
500,000 fur-bearing animals, inclonding beaver, martan, otter,
fox, miuskeat, bear, ormine, fitehow, Tynx, mindk, woll, badgor
and mecoon,  The Americon fur-traders could not compete with
tho Huods=an Bay company, es all the asupplies of the latter came
in free of duty, Hot the fact that by the joint centipaney this
great monopoly was enabled to strip the country of its wealth
wis ng nothing eompired with the powefally liostile influence
it constauntly exerted agninst the settloment of the eountry by
Americans unid the foetheld it afforded Great Reitain, enobliog
that power to sucesssfully postpone for nearly o oentury the final
sottlepent of the question s to.our rights, amd which in the end
compilled s to compromise, and doprived usol that vist extent
of territory lving botween the forty-minth porallel apd 54° 407
the Rocky mountaing and the Pacifio ovenn.  Thomas H. Hen-
ton and mawy other leading mun donounced this policy of joint
oceupation. Snid Senator Benton in 1845, referring to the tronty
of joint occtipation: 1 huve been eluar agiinst joint pocupation
for twenty-vight vears as 4 tnaty of uninixed mischiel to the
United States,” Historians agreo that this company stripged
Orewon territory of furs of the value of over one million dollars
annunlly, ampunting to perhaps thirty willions of dollars in the
twenty-elght yenm of joint oooupinoey.

The political historian, J. Henry Brown, himsell an Oregon
piohwet of 1546, in referring to this matter in hi= * Politionl Fis-
tory of Oregon,” sava:

e povernmont could hove well affordid to have glvien a bonas of
FL0, 000,000 sind setibod the question in 1518, Then, w ap the clinax,
oy governmmen) wan agalb swindbed in the treaty of 1846 by ngreving L
ety ap unlinown il te that! greatest of frands nnd swindles, thi Prgeok
Soynd Agrienltuml compiny, 10 the tune of 0,000, on ueoonnt of poe
sorsary rights and dlibmes of e Hodson Bay compaby, and on Aot
of possessary rightes Of the Paget Bound Agricaltem] odempany, the sim of

EXNL 000, & total of 050, 000—a niou commentary on - Amorion segacity,
rtate=manship anl diploney
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It was the entirely too ready disposition. on the part of our
governmant st the outeet, in 1824, 1826 ad 1529, to 0T [T
mise gur rights in the Oregon territory which resalted ovent-
ually i n loss to thiz conntry of l'.rlrrit.ur'.' the value of which
entinot be estimated.  Both Presidents T vier and Pulk were
handieapped by the offer of stlement mude to Grent Britain
under former wdirinistrntions, in whidh the governmont had
consented from time to tirme to a comgromise on the fortyv-minth
parailal.

This, then, was the stains of the territory of Oreaon from th
date of pur treaty with Great Britain in 1818 until our teeaty of
15*14] & period of twenty-oight years. It was one of Juint ooon-
paney in virtue of treaty stipulntion between the two vountries,
wnl it was doring these twenty-eight yonre that the great hattle
ng Lo the ultinmte ownermlip of Oregon was fought and won, It
was nob wholly, thoeugh in parl, & warfure of mon on the fleld of
cartingee; 1€ wis o taighity, o prolonged—Iin one sense i prhi ysi-
cil mod inanother senso o diplomotic—enntest Botween the yvane
gunrds of two eivilizations and of two mighty nations, enely oon-
temding with the ather for the stpromacy, atd each dlso with
the wneivilized, bloofd-thirsty-savages whose cOotntry: wak hoftie
invaded t'Ewug:h for their civilizntion and uitimnte good.  Such
wns the p-.ilitmnl.-frt.l.ma,, emphasizod by trenty stipalation, a8 to 1o
duee the bellel on the part of Great Britain that the oltimate
right to the whole territory would be determined, not so murh
Liy the question us to prinity of discovery, explomtion and sotile-
ment, but fmther by the ehameter gnd edeont of setilement in the
veirs that should intecvene before the find decision should be
mede by webiteation or otherwise,

Praring this period two purposes seetned 1o [nspire the govern-
ment pf Great Britain s o means of ultimatoly sscuring to ho-
gelf the abaolute ownership of the whole of the vast Oregon
territory.  Ono was to impress on our publio mon and the gov-
ernngnt al Wishington in every possible munper the nllagod
worthlesiness of the teeritory; the other was to push forwan|
unremittingly throvgh the lnstrumentality of the great govern-
meutil organ, the Hudson Bay company, actusl settletients in
the tetritory. That they suocesded in o very lurge desree in
i prossing many of the protminent officials of vur governmont
that the whole forritory was a worthless woste, not wortly huy-
ing, much less worth contending for, is mude alearly apparent
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from the congressional debates during the twentr-dieht years of
joint ocoupancy.  BHd time pormit, it might e interesting, in
view of what the state of Oregon is tday physieally, COai [eE-
cially, soclully, o politicaliy, to recite some o the stitomenis
minde in theee debate, 1 will quote o fow extroods:

apathr MeDuite, of South Corolita, in discussing in the
Uriteed States Sennte I 1843 the bill of Semntor Linn, of Mis-
son, exlending the laws of the United States over the territory
of Origon anil proposing grunts of the publie Innds 1o American
oitizeny as it indocement o settlers, which bill passed the Senute
Fabiraary: 3, 1843, said :

Py Wil popton boyond the Hocky moontaine and 2 msl tract bo-
pween thit chais und the Mpstsippi is a desert, without valie for agri-
enltaral prirposes, and which mo Amerlon citizon shonld Le ommnpelled
b brihabilt nnless ab w porishment for eria. _

* Why, sir, of whay ns will this territory be for agrienltural plirgrses
1 woold not for that purgees give a pinch of snafl fior the whiole territary.
T wihshy o G3od we did it own it T wishi it was g impsssabie barmer (o
socitre 18 frimn the intmusdon of others. Thie &= the chareter of the
aoumiiry. Wl dre wie poing 1o send them T Iy vou think your honest
farners | Vennavivinis, Sow York, or even dn Ohio sod Miesouri, sill

atiedon thaiy Svrns to go npon any such enteyjrise as this® Ghsil fourlabd,
W amy taha ie b 2o o that sonutey ander the lemptatien of $his billT™

Mr MeDuffie concladed by sayineg: “I1 T had s soa who was:
a fit subjiect for Betany bay, T would unge him to go thare.”

The historiang of the time wote laboring under this fearful
diluslon as o the shiaeter and valoe of Oregon.  Groeenhow,
writhye in 1544 1n his * History of Oregon and Californin,” afler
stating his knowledge nnd viows ns to the region indluded in
Oregon teeritory, says: .

U lage, o reviewing the syriculturl, eomouencisl pnud edhuor stonomiekl
pilvintngen of Orezot, Hhere appenes 0 e o ronson, fromdsd on sl son-
sidterntions, which should resdar shiher of the powers claiming Ll pow-
sessiomy of that countey an gl to occenpy it ximediately ar anwilling to
edneede itk own prtonsions o the ofher for 6 vers modersle oomlen-
mtiom,™"

 Even Senntor Benton, of Midsour. whe gnbusguently became
ann of the great defenders of our righta In Oregon (Hhongh unfne-
tunately never b the full extent of our rightiul elaim to torrithry’
in the north, bt only 1o the foriy-ninth parnllel), a5 late ns 1546
regardid Oregon as oot worth holding.  Tnothat year bin, in his
p‘lnfcé in the Senate, siid
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“The ridkee of the Bocky mountaine may be numed ss 8 eonvenlant,
natpral and evervingting bogmlary, Aleng this ridee the westorn Tiinits
off thic Hegrabll: shioakl be drmwn and the statue of the faliled @ad Termi-
nitie shionld e ereeted on ite highest paeike, never bo b thirown down ™

Thanks to Dr Whitman and other pioneer horoes whose names
and memories are rightfully forever embalmed in the affections
af every true American, the western limits of the Republic were
not deswn on the ridge of the Bocky mountains, The fabled *
god * Terminus ™ was never stationed] there, Providence hnl
willesl it otherwise, nrid o beave and courngrons peopli exectted
that will. Though thise mountains are high and rocky and
soomiingly insurmountalble, they were neither Lieh enough nor
rocky enough to ifrnpress disconrngomenl on the minds or hoarts:
of such dountless men and women as Whitiman and his wife and
thoir followers, or to stem the frresistible tide of the ploneer
vinigration of these resplute and determined men and women
who, by thefr incomparable courage amd untuld sufferings, sot-
tlerl the Oregon guestion forever.

The groat historie faet i that prioe to Whitman's visit to
Whashington (to which 1 shall presently allude) the seutiment
atiwong puble men was almost universal thst Oreson whs s
worthless waste, nol worth contending for, Some in faet never
did Tearn or com prehenid its great value, Ak lute o8 1548 Sgiu-
tor Winthrop, of Mossachusetts, quoted what Bonton hed said
in 1825, and then remnrked 1 “Thiz conntry will not be stmit-
onud for elbwyw=room in the west for a thousand yvears, and neither
the west nor the country at large hids any real intorest in rotain-
ing Oresan."”

The Tnflwence of the Hudwon Bay Chmpony,

The Hodson Bay compinny, through whose active Influsboe
this false sentiment was toninly crented, wos in overy essential
sense tha direot, sctive and all powerful agont of the British
government. [t held its charter and 58 leonses from: that g
ernment ; its officers were superintended by o governor amd
deputy govertior anid o committes of dirsctors resident in Lon-
don, while a fisident governor superintonded and direeted #s
vt gperstions in Americn.

The olfivers amd metmbers of the Hudson Bay compiny wWire,
65 o rule, under the domginetion of the home povernment.  Ong
grand exeoption, howover, stands out (4 history : Dr John Me-

M -Naw Geod M, woi V], La,
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Laughlin waa the true friend of the American ploneer.  Brave,
pitiorous, noble, lis howss, hiis linder, His lordes, Lis onttle wern
all ot theservios of the poor trayelworn, weary and diseourmgod
erpigrmnl.  But for this dispesition and these nolile qualities
he was gstrugized by the company and the Britlsh government,
driven into exile at Oregon City, thers to end hie dayve; vob re-
spected, yonomtod, honored by the pionsers of ﬂl"i.'.;,;-l.l!l ail all
who knew him and his history,

Doctor Mareus Wit

[t wis nt this eritienl poried In ' our history thnt the gredt war-
tyvr 1o the canse of the vindication of American rights omd the
advancement of national devalopment and Chrstian eivilization
entno to the front, amd e the geandear of Amerean manhood
in it sulilimest sense roso equal to the great emergency, amil
by his memomble tp acruss the continent, from Uregon o
Washington, T the dewd of winter in 1382453, prevanted the
vontaoplated barter of that grent empire for 4 eod fishery bank
on the shores of Newfoundiuml. e Mareus Whitmnn, whie
unine must by forever associalod with the early history of (Jre-
gon, had in 1855, under the auspices ol the Aniericonn D] of
forelgi missions in Boston; accam panied by his faithfol wifo, gone
o what was then o distant wilderness, and in 1806 establishod
there o mission:  Though 48 vears bave passad sinee bo and his
wife and pine of their honsghold, on November 27 1847, foll
viotims to savage outlawry on the plains of Walla \'t alln, and
pave up their lives® a8 & part of the eost of preserving a4 our
rishitful lieritage that grewt tarritory, his npme still lves wid will
continue to ive in the history of his conntry, lnperishinble as the
stard, honored, pespected, mdmired,

e Whittan, being deoply Impressad that the government at
Waslington, through fmlse informiition teveived from British
sofrees—amoni others, from the Teitish minister ot Wishington
anil the reports of the governor of the Hodson Bay oom pane—
to the effect that the whole of Ovegon territory was compamtively
worthless, wne about o barter the whale thing awasy fora eod
fishory interest on the const of Newloundland, determined to
pmﬂm‘ul to Waahington at onee at all hazacds, fisr the purpess

* Flvo of the Indians conoerned b bhe Whittan rinsscre ware tried,
conviciod, seatenoind and hung st Oregon ity m Moy, 1850,
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of prezenting the true state of the cuse Yo the President, the See-
retury of State, and ather members of the government,  That he
was justified in his foirs bs mors than fully domonstrated by the
historienl opourroness of the thimes,

It 1= conveded by ull historians whe have written on the suls-
Jeat that Dr Whitiman's wlssion to Washington, avcom panied ns
Lo 'wis weross the continont by that other bnve ploneer, Genersl
A. L. Lovejoy, in thie winter of 184943 saved Oregon {o the
union, and all that is implied in, and which attachis to, that sal-
vation.  His mission was of a quadrople notore.  TE wis in the
intorest, firet, of the preseevation of the soversizn nehts of the
United Stites to a vast and immensely valuable territory about
to be bartered awuy through misinformation on the part of the
government; seoomd, of the prossrvation of the lives and prop-
erty of Amorican citizons, men, women and ehildren, pioneer
omigeants, then gettled in Oregon teeritory, and the proteation
of Christinn wissions fn the Indian territory of the Far Wt
third, of the moterinl wellars of the United States: nnd Fovrth,
of the greal conse of Amoerican civilization.

Although the boand of missions, ander whose anspios Dr
Whitman had gone to Ovegon soven years before. for the resson,
doubitless, that they did not understund the real situntion, did
not take kindly to his return without leave on lis noble pnd
prerilons mission, ind he was, sccording to the historian Gruy,
“Inatead af being rectived and trented ns lis labors justly en-
titled hin to be net by the eold ealenbiting rebnke for unreaso-
bl ox fronses; and for dangers Inenrred without orders or fu-
structions or perimission, from the mission to come tothe staes."
Although this moy De, and doubtless was, trite, ns stutied in this
parmagraph by Gray, the time hins ot last come when nll shddows
bave bean dizpetled, all doubts removed, and when in the lonr
hight of accumte; impartial history the motives, the courage, the
patriotidm, the Christinn fidelity of DrWhitman aro sesny and
recognized in thidr true chameter, not only by the m;mrumgh:lﬂ%&
of the Congrégntionnl chureh, its eurly und present missions,
not only by the people of the Pacifie northwest, nor vet alons
by the whols Amerlean people, but likewise by those of the
whols etvillted world,

The interest attaching to this memorable tip of De Whitman
across Whe continent i the winter of 1842-48 wus widespirend,
lts fame extended throughout the nation, and the subjoet of
Oregon and the right= of the United States in respoct to the sami
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were mattors of disoussion in ol polition] cireles.  Muldie senti-
ment was wronght up to the highest pitch, so much a0 that the
democratio national eonvention which met at Baltimore in 1544
haud, aa one of its planks, “ Fifty-four forty or fizht," wind on this
platfirm the Palk administiation eume into power.  The em-
barrisments with which it was surrounded, however, growing
out of the Oregon question sl this partionlar plank o the
plotiorm, wers groat

The FPresident found that preceditg voegotiationa daring the
ndininistrations of his prodecessors, Monvod, Adutis, and Tyler,
had not proceeded on the part of the United States on the
theory of our right to fifty-four forty ; that the negotiations pro-
covded ratler on the idea that they shoold treat, the respective
claims of the two conntries in the Oregon territory with a view
to eatublishing a permanent bowndary batween thenm wist of the
Rocky mountaing to the Pacific otean, and i this compromising
spirit these administrations had propossd to fix the bonndary
o the forty-ninth patillel,  To add to the embarmssament, minny
leading  demotratic senntors, Indluding Benton, of Missour,
seculel ot the Idea that our rights extondsl b Afty-four forty,
and inststid that we had no tichts sxtonding farther northword
than the fucty-ninth parallel. To add still further o the om-
lurrrnssment of the situation, Grest Britain, throogh her o mine-
istar, onJune 8, 1846, before the admindstration of Mr Polk was
cloarly lnunched, submitted a proposition, the same that wis
finally agroed on, of the forty-nanth parallel, and coupled with
it the suggedtion that it must be accepted at. onee, and with-
ont delwy, i atall, In this grest political Lilgtnma President
Palk resortsd to p course which, though asdopted n few tienes in
the earlier yonrs of oue goverument, hal not beso pesortsd to
for noarly hall & contiry—that i, of secking the advice of the
Sennte of the United States in advanee of action on the part of
the executive.

Consequently on June 10, 1846, the President transmitted to
the Senate the propesal in the form of the convention presonted
to the Secratary of State on thesixth of thit month by the British
envoy, for its advice.  Mr Polk’s miessaze transmitting this con-
vention conelided s follows

dRhonll the Senpde by the eonstloutional majority required for the
rdiflcation of trestlos silvise the aceeptanoe ol this proposithes ormlvie
it with such tcndientions ns they muy apon full deliteenbion e peopess,
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T shall ¢onfierm my acthive fo theld advice. Should the Sénate, however,
declipe by soch eopstitutional majority to give sneh adviok or tn oxpress
mty epindon spn the saliject, Dwill eonsider it my doty o reject the offer.”

In other waords, President Polk, encompassed on the one hand
by the plank in the platforns on which he was eledted, of * Fiity-
four forty or fight,” and on the other hand by the action of Jire-
ceding ndministeabions in eonfliot with that -|Jr|_|1umﬂ{m, Lils party
lisvders divided on the goestion, and the fsaoe brought dircotly
to the front by Great eltain, concluded to and did throw the
whaole responsibility on the Senate of the Unitid States, Two
fays suhseguently, June 12, 1546, the Senute adopted n resolu-
tion ndvising the I'resident to sccept the propesn] of the British
government, aod asa result the convention was finally ngreed
to June 15, 1846,

2o, although this memomble cootroversy bad remainod un-
sebtled for nearly hall n century, it iz a remarkabile historical fact
that but dine duxs elapsed between the submdssion of the finsl
propasition to compromise by Great Britain and the signing of
the tronty,

Motwithstumdiog the fhet that one hundred and thede voars
have elagiend sinee the discovery of Columbin river by Chp-
tiuin Cirny; ninety-two vears sinee the cession of Louisiann, and
sevHILY-FIX years sinoe our esssion from Spaan, the settioment of
onr title toon certuin portion of the territory of Oregon was Jield
in abeyanee until October 21, 1572, less than twenty-three vears
e, That was the fsland of San Juan,  The treaty of June 15,
1846, hitween the United States anl Gresd l'-nlmu. which was
intended to setble all quistions reluting 1o our northorn boundary,
indrertently left the guestion ae to the title to this fgland an
opun o, The treaty in definkog the nohern bogmdnry of the
United States Troti o point In the Beoky mountains on the forty-
niath parallel, from which point eastward the boundary Tine had
been fixed by the second article of the tresty of Washinglon, in
1542, ronds as8 follows:

“xbll b comtinned westwanld along said forty-ninth parsllel of north
Intiodes fo the mlddle of s chunnel whicl separmtes the continent Goem
Vancouvirs islamd, nnd then soitherly thirough the madidle of said channet
and of Fuca's stmits to 1he Paclfle oomn."”

This island i loented in the “chanmel™ mentioned in this
treaty, atid the question at ance arose, and for a period of twenty-

"
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five yeams was n source of aggravating controvursy between this
aountry andl Grewt Britain, ot ono fime vury nearly involving the
two noflons in war, a8 to which was the * chnnnel ™ relernsd o
in thetronty.  Great Britain, trae to a natlonal tendeney, ingistod
whille the Tnitied States Tnstatod thoat Hard ehannel, oo 'the north-
et #ide of the island, was the main chaunoel within the moeandig
o the trowty,

This minor boundary controversy was finally adjnsted by a
jrrovision in our treaty with Greatl Brithin of May 6, 1571, sob-
mitting the question to the arbitration of the German Emperor,
who, om Ootober 21, 1572, mande his award sustaining the conten-
tion of the United States ; and thus, after o period of nearly eighty
yours, duting fritn the discovery of the Columbin by Captain
Gray, the whale question az 10 the ownership of the Oregon terri-
Lory wae finally detarmined, not, however, withont n sacrifice of
important rights as o our northern boundney in the interedt of
oo o e,

That Dir Whitman wns misdaderstood at the thne by many,
aid Dy none toore than by the board of Ameriean missions; and
therefore suffered unjuat eriticism from that hoard, theee ean ba
no qoestion.  Barrows; in hie * History of Oregon,” ip referring
tu this fact, says: “ He, ns Coleridge says of Milton, strode so fur
before his contompomrios aa to dwarl himsell by the distame.”
But the day of atonement has eome, wid although in this as in
niany other anses justice hns been delaved, vel as a poet his
anid,  Ever the right comes uppermost, and ever justice is done.”
No jﬂﬂg:l:l:’ agy than Sunday, the tenth of the present month
(Mareh, 1805), in the ety of Ohicago, tho day was widely ol
sorval in the Concregational churches of that city in honor of
Murous Whitmin, and invidentally inaid of Whitman ¢ollege at
Woalla Walln.  The Chicago faters Oopon, in ite tsane of Maceh 11,
gave: * Dr Whitmaon is the hero of the Congregational ehureli of
this centory, In fact, in the lnrgeness of the results he secom-
plished, toman of the century leads him.”

At the ety of Walla Walln, in the state of Washington, within
gix miles of Walilutpu, the spot where he and his misslonary
wife und nine other companions woere, on November &7, 1547,
mereilesly slnuchtorsd by the very savages whiose best interests
hind Boent subsatvied by them amd whoss honds lad Teon blessid
by their hinmdictions: thero Is to be erdeted a college bearing his
name, with s andowigent of S300,000), 850,000 of which has Jeen
pledged by Dr I K. Pearson on condition that the balanee is
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maiserd. That collese, when eretted, as b doubtlezs will be, will
bve o fitting and lasting monument to s nnne.

Whitmisn sueeesded in disabusing the minds of Daniel Web-
ster, President Tylir, Thomas H. Benton, and other public men
as to the chareter and value of Oregon territory.  They hnd
et 1o belleve, through the sontinnons J:rﬂmprmnuﬂunﬁ Eiy
whith 1 have refirrdd, not only that Oregon teeritory wis off little
value bt that it was 6 physie] impossibility to go from Fort
Hull to Oregon with wogons,  Whitman bead takon his wife in o
wagon over these monntains slght vears before (o 1SG5) aod e
perired them thern was no insarmountable dithctlty ; and he
proverd his essertion by leading baek to Oregon an emigrtion
the same vear, the sunumer of 1548, with 200 wagons and over
1000 men, women and childsen, not losing, a8 1 remember the
history, usingle wigon or o eingle life io the joumey west of Fort
Hull.

¢ Whitioan wad g born lender of mon.  He had the conmgo
to fuen. overy danger, however perilous. i doefense of the nght.
His offorta while in Washington, coupled with the mngnificent
suneesses of his oxpedition: the same year, tumod the seale in
which that vost territory was being weighed and boadaneod be-
tween the two sountries in favor of the United States,

Hud Dr Whitman been possessal of the grotistio assumnee of
Horave of old, and could he have gueod down the long ayvenues
of eoming apgod, he might, with him, have truly gail -

I have nellevod o towor of fame

Motn ddaminde thnn gold, .
Al befbier thoct the royal Craana

O prvroimmlds of olid';
Whiwh pone inclemeneies of cliw,

Naor fervest wimnls that blow,
Nar vrulless change, nor Iapsa of Hine,

Shall ever averthrow,
I cannot porish niterly ;

Tho broader part of e most Jive, snld live and sover die,
Bt baffle Phath's destee!

For ] ehall nlwaye grow, wnd spreaid
My now-hlown honors still,

Listaty st b peiiesd and vestnl trepld
The Capitolinn kil

I sbanll b wrog: whemn thy rough waves,
My nutive river, foam,

And whon old Pianoe soantly lnves
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Anil mles his rustie liome—

As cliinl pod Tt T aladl e sung,
Thetyeh bowly, grent in inlghit,

T b my oounteys beart wmd bongee,
And tune them both aright.

The Contention of Great Hritain,

I'n onir contention with Great Britain mspecting Oregon terri-
tory it was vary earnestly and with some degree of facotiousneds
peeerted by the British mingstes, Packenham, that the different
titles ander which we elaimed wern conflioting and thersfore
destroyod each other, namely, discovery by Spain, osssion from
Fennee, and discovery and sottloment by Amorican oitbens; bat
Mr Callionn, us Secretiry of Btite, in his lotter to Mr Prekenhnm,
digpoand of that sssertion with thi=s remark

1t bas been oljected that we claim noder various g conffivting titles
which mutoally dostroy ench other,  Sach might fudosd be tho fest whilo
thoy wenr belld by different parties, tot since wo have nghtfully acquinmd
hoth those of Spaln and Franee and conesntmtod the whole In oor own
hands, they mutually Blond with dach other wnd form ome strong wml
connecting chain of Utls ngminst the oppeesing clatms of all others, ool -
Ing Grent Britain "

Mr Buchanan, in refareing to this phass of the case, zaid -

YoThie ts e most ingenlons method of making two. distioet and Jode-
penichent fitles hokd by tlie sunve mthon worss than sne—of armaying thea
ngrireet onich other and thes destriviog the walidity of bith.  From the
moment Spain trsesfirred all her rights to the United Stakos all possitilo
et barpswesies tho 1w U les enadind, both hielng united (n the snme party.
Twi tilles which might have comfficted, therafors, were thos Dlondod
wgether. Tho title now veiled in the United Stilis & st a8 strotug s
though every net of discovery, explorition amud settlament on the paet of
both powers fmd been peirformmd by Spain alove before she had rans
forred sl) e whglits o the United Stetes. Thie two powers sre one In this
rowpoct ) the twer tithes are o, bod they seeve Wooonfirm aod strongthon
vach other™

Cirent Britain, ngnin through her plonipotentiaries, sought to
diseredit the offect of the discovery of Colnmbin river by Cap-
tnin Hobert Gray, for the reason, ns sngeested, that his ship, the
Cofwmibdn, waa o trading and not a national rmd This sontan-
tiom was speodily disposed of by Mr Buchanan with this rumnrh

“ The British plenipotentinry attempts 10 deprociate the valie to the
Unitod States of Gry's discovery boenusa kis ship, the Siddmdin, wis s
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trlinge sendd o @ mathonal vessel,  As he fornkshies po reson for this dis-
tinetlon, the undemizned will confiae kil (o the remark that s moe-
chant ve==ol bene= the lig of hee conmtry at the mesthend, atol antinnes
undir ite Jorisdicthon and protection In the sdoe manoer as though she
Tind busens commissinned for the sxpross parpoes of making discoveries.™

In thin grent anid prolonged diplomatic contest, one of the
et intorestine questions discussed wos ag 1o what extent cone
tinuity of houndary farnishes a just elaim in cpnnection with
those of discovery and ocoupation,  This question grow sul of
the olaim on the part of the United States that the Lovisiana
territory extended th the Pacific ovean,  This claim was detied
ot the part of Great Beitain, Tt was insisted, however, with
pretit ability by Seeretary of State Calbown, and subsesquently
by Seeretary Buchanan: Firg, that the claim was ealid under
pubilie lavw, ani, seoondly, that Grent Britain, having asserted the
validity of the doéteine in refirence to her possessions in His
couritry ns agninet Franed, even to the extent of going to war
with that power in 1763, was estupped from denying the validity
of the doctrine s against the United States, pspecially inasmuch
az ooy people had contributed so much to a restlt in that con-
test favormblo to fGireat Britaing and it was further contendsd by
our diplomatists that Great Britiin, whatuver muay have hoon
her tights in Oregon Il.'rriT:.rlr';-:'. vetinguished nll to Frapes by the
seventh article of the treaty budwean Greal Bntaln and Franece
a8 the alose of that war. in 1754

THe eontroversy o reference to the sirreot northeen houndary
aof the Opsgon territory, whether the forte-ninth parailel, a3 now
agreed tpon, exeept along the straits of Fuea, or 32 400 north,
f= wne familise to all.  Spain ooquestionally always passerterd
elaim g8 far north a8 the sixty-first parallel, but in ber treaty
with Rpssin 54° 40 was reopgnizod. 1t was elalined, however,
that by the treaty of Utreeht in 1713, which provided fir deter-
mining “ the limits to be fixed between the bay of Fudeen and
the pluces appertnining to the French,” the houndary between
Louisiana wnd the Britieh territories north of iowes detoally
fixed by commissiongrd on Iatitude 405, Whather this 38 true
or not s a mattet of vory serjons disputation. A carefol exnm-
fration of all history benriug upon the point Jouds me to the
conclision that sudl was not the faet,

Tni reply to the claim of the Unitod States to go to 547 406, it
wits asserted that whatever mieht have boon the right of Spain,
the Intter in coding to France in 1800 stipulated to convey only
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e fur north as the forty-ninth parliel.  To this contention the
Unitad States replied and with much foreo, and the contention
sheuld nover have boon abundened : If this he so and i it bo
trite the right of Spain is good to 5 47, then the strip botweon
the fortv=ninth parallel and 54407, whiich it was alloged wis not
melndel in the cossion of Spaln to Franee in 180, was ineluded
i the cossion of Spain to the United States in the treaty of
Florida of 1519, by which Spain conveyod overy right slie had
on the continent north of the forty-seomil freirallal, My Seore-
tary Buchanan, in his reply to Pauokenhom, said -

“ It an lilsbotienl and striking faet, whidh must have an inmporinnt
bemring mgainat the claim of Groat Britain, that this Nootka con virmtion,
which was distuted by her to Spain, contains oo provision impairing e
uttirnnte sovereignty whieh that power Lo nsserted for tipnrly thires een-
triviss ovor the whole wastarp side of North Ameries je fur north s the

Hxiv-firal degree of latltadi amil which bsd ever bermn srinmedy s
tions] by any Buropein nation.”

Sutsiuently to 1518 and down to the finsl seitlement of the
bonndiry question in 1546 the énly muterin] differenes in fhe
views of Amerioan statesimon anid diplomntists was s b0 whether
the rightfol claim of the United Stites"extonded (o' 547 40 or
aily ta the forty-ninth parllol, Al coneurred in the apininn
thut our elwim was bevond question good at loast as far north
a5 the Intter, while many of our ablest statesmen and i ploemnnt-
ists, strangthened and suppurted by a powerful sontiment AT
the poople, insdsted that our clabm extended 1o 34° 4. No ane
thing, however, nor indesd all atlier influenees o binedd, eliil ns
miuch to strangthen the sentiment and buliel in favor of our
clatm 1o 54° 407 an this mission of De Whitman in 1542,

The Opening of the Ovequn Roude,

Frémont hiss been disignated in history as *the Path-foder,™
nied in some pespects lie s juatly entitled to the psoadonym, bt
hewns ot the ane who opened the sreat tmndeontinental tomil to
Oregroni by way of Fort Hall,  Fort Hall was the leuding estorn
outpist of the Hodwon Bay company. 1L wias Toented on Snnks
river about 100 miles north of Salt Lake Ciy, * Here," siys
one historiag, * many ndilgmont companies had béosn' dabimd-
datedd o broken up by Hudson Bay twon, atid so Fort Hall
serverl as o cover o Oregon, Just as o bntters ot the wonth of n
rver proteots the inland city om s banks" Hero it was that the
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Hudson Bay people in 1886 minde a determined hut unswecissful
effirt to prevent Whitan from attempting to go through with
his swugon o Oregon, insdsting it was a plysical impossibility.
The Tyler sdministration had promised to senid Lisutenant Fré
mattt and his compiany 58 an eseort to proteot Whitman and his
200 wagonis ind 1000 men, women nod children on his return
ti Oregon in the suwmmer aod fall of 15483 ot filed to do so.
Whitranns expedition left Walidport, Missaun, in June, 1843,
anid althongh st Fort Hall, 1,523 miles from the starting point, a
determined effort was again made by the Hodson Bay men 1o
prevent Turthor progress, insisting that it wis nnwmihlr b go
through with wagons, Whittoan and his 290 wageng did go
through and arrived at bis home on Calumbin fver Seplember
4, 1842, Frémont dicd not reach Fort Hall udtil October 25 af
the =ame voear, forly-nine dava after Whitiman and his expedi-
tlon hod passed (liat point; nor did Frémout arrive over o new
trail bt over the identical one, for o distance of some hundred
miles, which Whitman, Spanlding and their wives had grodden
yeven yanrs bofore.  Dr Whitman left his home on the Columbia
on this great mission October 3, 15842 and returmed thers Sep-
pomber 4, 1548, after an absence of just cloven months,

The Orgamization of o Provigienad Fovernment in, Qreogon,

Following this sueeessful expedition led by Dr Whitmian in
1843 enmn the orghniwation of a provisional government by the
people then in the territory and the final settlement of the whole
question by the treaty of 15346, AY the time of the organization
of the 15rm.'i|e|imml government there was but one lnw bool n
sl that region. This was a copy of the lowa Statttes; and in
the fundamental law of the provisional governient thers was
this prnﬂﬂur'l : “The laws of Town territory shall be the law in
this territory in civil, military and eriminal cases when not other-
wise providud," .e'i.m-thnr provigion which these brave, courmgo-
ons, fiberty-loving ploneers inseribed in their fondamental law
wons this: “ There shiall bo noither slavery por involintary servi-
tide [n 26l tarritory, otherwise than for the punishoment of erime
whoreol the party shall have been duly convietad, ™

Orezon, thoagh added to the United Stakes by the treaty of
1846, and orested o territory, incloding what = now tho stiles
of Washington and Tdaho, in August, 1848, ind tio territorial
sovernment until 1840,  In March of this yoar its fiest serritorial



2006 Joln IT. Mitehell—Ovegon

povernar arrivid and organizsd a terfitory with 8785 inhubitants,
This territory was pot dismembered antll 1553, when the terd-
tory (oow kate ) of Washington was enrved oot of if. 1t hecamae
oo of the states of the union July 14, 1860, and in 1803 (e terd-
tory (now state ) of Tdaho wos set apart from s aren.

€f all the public men of the sountry doring the period of the
oarly soltlemont of Oregon, no one sermed 1o grosp the real situ-
ation or g0 fully comprehend the vastness of the prospective
interents at stoke ns Lewis Field Linn, United States Senator
from Missouri, T'o his memory more than to that of any other
pubilie man of the time do the plopeer inmizrmnts and the people
of Crregon genambly owe s tribute of lasting veneration.

The measure for which Senator Linn so vigorously and can-
stanitly: lnboved prioe to his death, in 1843, for making donntions
of the public lands in Oregon territory to citieans of the United
Stated W indom immigration and settlement finally materinlized
in an nek of Congress passed September 27, 1850, This act vory
largely facilitatod immigration to and settlemont jn that eountry.
Oue unfortunate incidont, however, sitnched to this otherwise
'I.‘mm:ﬂmnt aril hLﬂ'hI]" comtendnbile ]"Iiﬁ.'.."ﬂ"l}r ]-Hgiﬁ]i‘l.'ﬂil:lﬂ. While
it acilitated fmmigmtion it tended also o foilitaty martinge,
not anly among the immigrants, bat botwesn male inimigrants
and Indian womeh. By the fourth sestion of the aok w grant i
privecifi wis mude to any man who would peside on and oulti-
vile for four evnstoutive vonrs o traot of 820 neres of land i a
gingle man and B40 1 marred.  While under this provision sit-
Hement of the countey wis rpidly developed. it i nevertheless
a faet, fully borne out by the records of the courts in that country
within the next few years thereafter, that the premiom paid oo
marriage resulted in an unnsual and abooral crop of divoroes,
me many marringes, spocially thase with Indian women, wore
bisted on no other or highar eonsidemtions than the merconary
pne offered by the aol.

Tha Name COragn,

Thers ars varions theories a8 o the origin and dedvation of
the name “ Oregon,”  Sowme writers declare that it 1% derived
from the Spanish, simifying “ wild thyme,™ so eallod on account
of the abundance of that harb found by early vxplorere  Others
inatat it & oan Indian word, in use about the headwaters of the
Columlen to deaizgnate the witers of that river and menning the
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“erpnt river of the west,” and obtained from them by Jonothan
Cprver, & nutive of Connecticat, in 1760=-68 who spent two yenrd
atnong the Tndians on the waters of the apper Mississippi, now
the state of Wissonsin  Carvers ascounts, however, in referenee
by miany maktors, are contradictory and nnreliable, thongh in
riferences to this he was quite Yikely right. Tt is more than
probable that an artivle published fifty<thres years ago, in 1842,
in 4 Hunt's Magasine ™ and reproduced by the higtorian Brown in
hi= political history of Onsgon, presents the earrect solation of
the gquestion.  Speaking of Oregon territory and the discovery
of Columbin river by Uspluin Greay, this arbicle says: “The
territory watered by thin river and its tributaries has sinte "—
that §s, sinee the discovery of the river— been called the Oregon
toeritory from o teadition said to bave prevailed mmong the
Indinns near lake Superior of the existones of o mighty rvor
rising in thot vicinity and emptying its waters into the Pacifie,
anid which was supposed to be the, Columbin™  Bryant in his
celabrmted “ Thanatopsiz," written in 18145, refors to the Columbin
river aa the Omegon: * Where rolls the Oregon, and hears no
sonttic]l save his own dashings.”

Early News-cirrrying i ond b Oregou,

It i a sitgular Distorical fet that the ploneers of Chregon
tarritory down as lute as the settlement of our northern bound-
ary, in 1846, receivid most of their news feom Washington by
way of the Bandwich slands, A semi-vearly vessel alsn brought
letters and papersaroand cape Horn, the newsin which woe neces-
sarily somowhait stale.  Lieutenant Howison in his repork says:

i etobor 10, 1986, thie Ameriean bark Thodon srebved from the Saud-
wich istands and brooght pows of the Oregon teeity, the Mexican war
and the oecupation of Califpenine The right of ownership of the il
leing westedl L tremty, T no longer fult sny roserve by bobstlbng ont flng o
shiore, dnd 18 haw heon sonie thme waving over oof (uartems on the very
spot which was firyl settled by whiite men on the banks of the Columlda™

(O the reesipt of the news from the Bandwich islinds, Junes
Douglasg, the chiel fotor of the Hudson Hay company and a
pronvuneed Hritisher, addressad the following letter o Governer

Abermnethy, of Urogor:

S Fowr Vasoorvenr, Nerember 3, 184
“GeomE Axenxriny, B,

“htake Soie: Very inportont oews for all portlen o Cheogon, has just
been reenived by tho hark Thewlon fromn the Sandwich Bshands. Tt sppears
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Ehat the boaudary quistion bs finally and fally satiled, * * * Tl
British governmont has rondpored wore than striet justios required | Tat
 dohin Ball I8 generiis, and was hound to be sotmothlog more than joat to
bis proiulniog = Jonathah, whe will no doabt make s good uss of gl
g‘lﬂ. - .
“ Yours truly, Jasm Dotmtam "

1% was not until 1850 that the people of Oregon hwd a somi-
monthly mail, throogh o servieo established between San Fran-
clsoo and Portland, (hegon,

The firt altempt at sending mail seross the continent from
Oregon territory was in 1838, fifty-seven yoars ago, when lettors
were aarried from the Willamette valley, in Oregon, to Medport,
Missouri, in slxty days, ineluding two days' detention at Lapwai
niul two days dt Fort Hall, earrving o Reversnd Jason Lo, the
Chegon. missionary then in the easd, the sad intellivenes of the
deth of his wife in Oregon;

The firwt Printing Proess weat of the Rocky Mowntaina,

The first printing press in Orozon was received s a donation
from the mission of the American Board of Forcign Missions in
the Sandwich slands to the mission of the board in Oregon, Tt
resehed ite destinution ut Lapwai, now the stato of Idaho, then
# part of Oregon territory, and was put in operation by Mr E O,
Hall, of the Sandwich lslands mission, and commenced publish-
ing books in the Nex Percé langunge,  This was in 1338, fijty-
govan venrsage, It was the first printine press west of the Rocky
moontaing,  The first newspapior poblished within the Hndts of
tho present state of Oregon wus established at Orepon City seven
years later,in 145, It was called the * Oragon Spectator.”

Tt first wohite RBirth anid Burinl,

The firdt white American child born on the Pacific coast was
the dupghter of Dr Whitman and wife, born near Walls Walla
i Isg On June 240, 1538, Mres Maria Pitman, wife of the mis-
slonury, Reverend Jason Lee, died uear Salem, Oregon,  She wos
the firt white Amorican woman 19 close her eves in death west
of the Rocky mountains.  Todny, on an humble headitone wiich
muarks hor List resting place In Salem, Oregon, miny be rend the
following inscription :
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** Bageath this sod, the At ever hroken in Orgon for the recoption of
a white mother and eldhd), T Gl the rempins of Anin Mara Pitinan,
wife of Revervnd Jason Lad, nil infint son,  She sailed fiiun Xew Yok
b Tl 1806, lamdml in Ovegon Jotwe, 1837 was married in July, 1857,
atd dien] Jone 80, 1652 dn full sojorment of that love whlel oot
har to leavy pll for Christ and heathen sonds;,  © Lo we have Toft all awd
followed Thes; what shall we have therefore? "

Crmgraphic Chracteristics and Natwral Repwrees of Orpgon.

What, briefly. are the prominent geographic charncteristios
and natarsl resources and advantages of the state of Umg.m?
Toenumerate, moeh less diesoribe or disenss thom wonld requine

& long series of lectures, sach of which, to be properly under-
th-ml atnil approtiated, :-rhuuhllm fally illustrated. 1 may men-
tion u few anly of the most notabla.

Firet, an wrep—und T spenk now 6f the present stite of Ore-
gy ol G030 sqoare miles, containine A0NS 00 nores, coni-
prising evory conovivable charnetel of surfivee configumtion; an
areil preater Inextont by more than G000 square miiles than all
af England, Soitland sodd Wales vcombined, with their aggreseato
population of over G2LO00000: an aren over @ight tines lurser
than Belgiam, with its population of above GOMLKYL and but
GAYE) equare miles loss than ope-half that of Frunee. with its
40,000,000 prople:

This wron condlsts of numerous and extended fertite vallevs;
m Ountain ratsges, riols i minerals, Hoth prreclone and base, wliose
sill= are elothed with eternal verdure aml whose peaks are
arow'tied with eternal snow ; foresis wnsurpassed in extont pnd
in the number, varffety and majesty of the trees composing them
immicies fertile plotetins of evorlasting greon, o whoks notri-
tious grisses feod 2600,000 ghoeop, of the value of 840,000,000,
anid which produes anmnally over 17,000,000 pounds of woal,
avermging, according to priee, from 2000000 to 82250000
=N horses, of 'the value of 87,000,000; 6500 mules, of the
value of $300,0005 125 000 maileh cowa, of the vallie of 83000000,
aned LOOOO00 oxen and other cattle, of the value of 812 000,000,

Than we have sandy deserts, grandually being converted into
fruitiul grain felds in virtuo of the processes of rvigation ; mag-
nificent fivers, Ineluding the Columbiy, the great father of
westorn waters. thoe Sonké, the Willaomette, the Yoamhill, the
Tualatin, the Santinm, the Siuslow, the Ropue, the Ui ppan, the
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Coguille, the Nestueen, the Nehalom, the Sandy; the Joho Ty,
the Lmk, the Loat, the Deschotes, the Umatilla, the Grande
Ronde, the Powder, aod others of less mngnitode pnd signifi-
cance, including innumembile strenms, pure ns the snow of the
raivntain sides whenee they spring and filled with trout and
other eilible fishes ; grand likes, which mirror badk in sublhoe
bewuty their mountain walls of granite, fingsd with the waving
hranches of stntaly fics; extenslve caverns, brillinnt in stalnetites
s vooled by ruuning mduntain strenms of living woters | and
Instly, volmnie regiins, benritig oo thelr endrusted surface thoe
very. picture of desolotion, thus far sueeessiully defyving the
inzenaity of man and every offort al reclomation. Tt is groti-
fying, however, to be able to say that this chareter of confizur-
tion ia confined to o very small ares in southeastorn Opegen,
probahly in all less than 1,000 syuare piiles, koown as the * Lava
Beds”  Here it wais that Genernl Canby and the Reverend Dy
Thivmas, peace commissioners, last their Hves while trenting with
the Todinos, in 1872, a0 Loddian despeesdo known ae Captain
Juok lesding the murderons attack, Peace commmizssioner Colonel
A B Meschamn, o Oregon pioneer, wos seriowsly 'wouanded ot
tho snnie L.

Orreeron 15 divided north and soath by thres monntain rangees,
separating the state into four tiers of fertilo vallevs. Fimsi, the
Conrst range, running parallel with the Pacific ogean the length
of the entire state, and on an averngo distant some 40 miles from
the coast, separating the Nelalom, Tillamook, Alsaa and other
conat valleys from the valley of the Willwmette; second, the
Casende range, running also north and south parallel with the
Const runpe, distant from the latter on an averape 75 to 100
iles, and separmting the Willamette, Uinpgtin and Rogue river
vallovs from the geint Tnlund Empice in oastorn Oregon, faelid-
ing the vallews of Umatilla, Ochoea and othéer grazing plains
Iving to the enstward ; and, thind, the Bloe mountaing, moning
from sontheast to northwest, separating these villoya again from
the magnificent wheat fields of the Grand Bonde;, Powder river,
Wallown, Snake river and other valleys in the cotunties of Union,
Baker, Grnt and Harney, in the reglon in which are located
La Girande,Union, Baker City, Ontario, Huntington, Canyon City,
andd nomerons ﬂuur:ﬁhlu:{ mining and commersial towns,

Agnih, the stite is divided in the other direetlin’ by the Cals-
pooin monntaing, crossing thy state ffom enst to west, from the
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Casciudes to the Paclfie acoan, dbout 150 miles from [ts southern
boundury.  Other minor eanges also intersoct the state east aml
west, including the greal Siskivon mnge on the dividing lne
between Oregon and California.

The state contains mare than 25000000 acres of arable land.
The Willamette valley alone contains 5000000 aeres.  The whale
wrable wrey is gmulaﬂr than the one-half of the entire area of the
dix New England states,  Over 1000000 seres (or bt one-
slxth of the whole state) are coversd with forests, the greater
portion ns mngnifieent and valuable as any in the world of Tike
#pecies, the balanes of the state being mountain, praging, and
desort lanuls, the latter of which ean be nourly all pude highily
productive by irrigation,

The Mountaen Peaks of Oregon,

The grest mountain mges of Dregon and their grand seenary
ave the privde of all ber people and the wonder and admiation
of every teaveler who bohiolds them,  Rising from the Ciuseade
funge, In the state of Oregon, in stately bonuty and majestic
grundonr, with sammits ponotrating the alowds nml weapped in
everlasting snows, staml, like grout santingls on towering bnttle-
ments;, moont Hood, 12000 fet in height; Jeforson, 10,900
foet; Black bufte, 7000 foet ; Snow butte, 8,000 feet; the Thres
Siators, 0 foet ; Dimmom] peale, 8507 fest; monnt Theilsen,
7,000 feet ; mount Seott, 1,125 feet ; Ondon penk, over 4,000 feet :
wiadd last, but pot least, mount F‘ttt armottnt Melaughling as if
i sonmitimes eallisl, near the southem bowndary of tho state,
Q760 feel in beight.  Those are all in the Caseads mnge and
within the state of Oregon, und, commeneing with mount Hood,
the giant of the line nnd seemingdy the commander of the
colomn, located abwout-26 miles dup south of Columibia river in
tho conter of the Cascide minge, they #tand in a line ronniog
almoet due north and south in the order T huve naoed them,
mount itk being near the California ling. Moant Hood was
named after Lord Hood by Vancouver's naviestor, Lisutenani
Broughton, in 179 The exact height of this mountain, 1 be-
Hieve, hus never leen aceurately ascortained, the eported meas-
urenients eanging all the way from 10,000 to 18,000 feet. Tt is
known, however, from more recenl tessirements, to e aliout
12000 et i holght, or some 3400 feet lower than Shasta in Cali-

Ehaa War, hwww, Moy, vor, VI, Vs,
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furnis, and mount Bainier or Tacomn, in Washington, Slightly
enst b monnt Hood nod bt 70 miles distant, in whut was oneg
n part of Orogon territory, bt now the staty of Washington,

atanids mount Adans, 9570 feet in helght, onmed for John
Quiney Adams, Tt i= one of the five snowy peaks visible al the
samie time from nesrly every point of nerthern Oregin, One
bhundesd miles north of mount Hood and northwest of monit
Adame, ales in Washington, = mount Saint Helens, some 0,750
oot in helilit, o mognifivent cone, which is said o he frequently
{ o stade of arugtion, and which is confidently said to have been
(1K nlso Muinier) during the past year.  Mr J, Quinn Thornton,
ane of Oregon's earliost pioneers and ehiefl justice of the terri-
tory, in his * History of Omegon and California,” aeserta it wasin
a state of eroption in 18381, Frémont records the fiet that it wins
win o state of activity November 13, 18487 The statement is
well atthenticated] that in 1532 mount Saint Helens sontterml
ashes over the country to a distanes of 100 miles, #0 obseuring
e sunlisht as to make i necesary o employ artiflein] lght
mitlday that distanee fron the motrtain,  There 15 a parrphstiinl
flow of hot water ul n point in it southern slope, indieating that
tho voleanie foress are not entirely extingoishisd,

Thi aseent of mount Hood feom the south has besn froquently
mindde, and in more recent vears by mon and women numbered
bw the hundred.  On duly 4, 1837, members of the Oregon Alpine
elutrof Portland, Oregon, earrded to its summit 100 pounds of
illmminating red-fire.  The flmmingtion nsted 58 speomids and
wie seet from Portland oo the west, o distanee of 80 miles, and
Prineville on the east, a distanes of 80 miles.  The Hlumination
wits repeated in 1555, when it = assorted holiographic compuni-
catine were exehanged with the Signal Bervice oflicors at Port-
land, In July, 1884 & party numbering about 150 men anid
woriien asoended o its summit in two separate columns, ong
from the north; the other from the south,  This mountain has
aitted smoke at intervale ginee the earliest settlement ol the
COMNLTY,

Oyaler Lake,

N Joss interesting nre the likes of Oregon, which sleap in silent
besuty i the icy embince of the mountaing, some of them hun-
dresds amd even many thonsands of feet above the lovel of the
Hen, Thl-:}f are nimerous and of intersst o8 doop as their placid
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waters  but the one which above all is romantically interssting
anyil uumﬂmn;:lr wonderful i= thit known as Omter lake. 1t is
lowsttesel in th Cascade ringe, in southeastom Oregon, at an eleva-
tion of over 8000 feet,  Tis rim or sliore ds 1,900 fout higher than
monnt Washimgton, In New Humpshiee ; 4,000 fept higher than
Vesuviua, Iin Noples, and on the satoe elevation above the sen ks
motnt Sitnd, in Ardbin. It was disooverad In 1853 by pold pros-
pectirs from southern Oregon, who in their wondet oconstoniil
by 1t atrunge location ood stertling bematy pamed it~ Lake
Mystery.," Later another ppety from fort Rilamath in visiting it
were #0 awestrickon with ita peenlinr character and its weird sur-
mundings that they gnve it a now name, * Laks Majesty,” Sul-
sequently, in 1886, scientific exploration developed the fuct that
the waters of this stmnge lake oceupy the emter of an extingt
voleano; that it is o glgantic bowl earved out of the monntain,
whose rock-ribbed] rin rises more thao 8,000 feet above the lovel
of tho sea ; that it is elliptical or oval in form, its serfiach cover-
ing an ardh of some 28 sguare miles, helng about 68 miles in
longth Ly about 44 in brodeh,  Theso discoveries Jed to o second
change of mwme, and it is now and has been for severnl yonrs
past known as Crater lake. A fow years sinee, mainly through
the offorts of Representative Herman, of Oregon, this luke, in-
cluding somo twenty surmotinding townships, was withdrawn
from the pubilly surveys and reserved as o national park.

It is one of the most remurkable lakes on the face of the globe,
It i the deepuest. fresh-water Inkeo in the Unite] States, I not in
the world. Dy resson of B8 plienomenal loeation and awe-inspir-
ing surroundings it i angurpassod in soonde grandenr and marvel-
ons beniaty by oy other known to man.  The day is not far dis-
tant when truvelers. sight-seers. seckers after knowladge. stundents
of mature, and lovers of the beantiful and the sublime of every
tongue will comae Trom all conntries and every olime for the pur-
pose of standing in the presenco of ite bewildering wonders, gag-
ing on its entmueing mvsteries, and fensting oo the inspisation af
its mnjestic bianty.

What 35 the explanation of seiantista of this seamingly alinor-
mnd oreation, which mspires awe and evokes mingled ndmimtion
and wonder in the minds of all who behold it? It Is this: that
there, in the dopattod conturies, oneo stood agant voleanio moun-
tnin whose summit towored into the Teavens W o helght probably
far above any other inthe United Stotes, if not in North Amr-

-y



.g.'f.; Jolin H, Mitchell— Ovegon

ion.  This conelusion s bnssd Ty scientists on woll known geo-
metrie and  gpeographio prine p'lﬂ. It = detecmibed in part
by neoertaining the extent and angle of the fm of the criter
and taking into considemtion the genernl donfiguration and conm-
preition of all it4 surtonndings.  Aecording to the Geologieal
Supvey the depth of thi= erater (s 4000 fudt pud of the water 2000
feet aver the greater partion—that i5, fromn the rim of the luke it
iz from 1,500 to 2000 feet down to the surfaos of the wator, and
the wibier 38 2000 T dompr. To add to the strange conformn-
tion wrid beaaty of this phonoiensl Take, loeatod ina moenntain
eup whose rim i indeed @0 oubibue, there i o second omter
within the main one, which looms up in » hollow cone G601 feot
ahove the surfaon of the water, This is called “ Wizamd island,™
while still two mare simnilar emters exiast which do not reach lhE
surfnce of the witer, the top of the one being 450 fest hilow the
surfacs and that of the ofher 825 feet.

One writer, Mrs Franoes Foller Viotlor, in her interesting and
indtructive book entitled “Atlantis Arisen,” in speaking of this
like says:

“ o crnmot, owing 1o this ke position af the Iuke, dissover it
until elose upon is Fine, and 1 sy withook exggerition that o pen cin
roproducy I8 image, no pictore be printed o do it Justice, wor aan i for
olivioae reasuns b satisfiitorily photographeds At Lo fest view 2 dpul
sl Il upeen ciar patiy. . A chokibe sensatlon armee o oor throns,
the teww Huwed aver onr cheake | do not pretomd 0 anadyze the omo-
thom, Dot if 1 were bo eilileavor o sappane it with suythiog 1 ever nod 1
shonld sy it niest be saoh 8 feeling which moses e ofiemlim Goveil
thelr faces before Goed. T me 12 wan a revelation. ™

Captain (vow Major) €. K. Dutton, in his roport of the survey
of this lake to the [Hrector of the Geological Survgy, siya:

T wne tonelidng o sed e worthiy but antutokod gesapdo whg bod rid-
den o hundrod moles in feeleht wagons o beholid i wainly striving 1o
Laset p Batkede tenrs s Ll poneed forth oxclumations of wander nd oy alkin
o puting nor was it liss so 1o s6e o ooliivaded aod bewrned o mnn oas my
sompanion hardly atile ti command hlinself 1o speak with his austomrs
et s,

Did time permit, altention might be nttracted to the many
other interesting chumoteriafies of this wonderlnnd in Lake nnd
Kinmath eounties, In abuthenstornn Oregon, 1 might point to
Uipper and Liowed Klamath lakes; to Link river aniting the two,
with its valuable witer power, boaving o fll of sixty-foar foet i

=
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o mile and a quarier and an sverare breadth of 210 foot; to
Willinniwon, Sprague and Lost tivers; to the hol pnd eold win-
aral and non-mineral sprivgs: to rivers which in great volume
rige from and disapponr into the sarth’; (o the lava bods, and Lo the
magnificent fertile plaing where whenat 38 grown in alundanes
av an elevation of over 4000 feel ; but these anid poany othor
features must be possed over or barely moptioned.

The Oregon Cieeen,

Searcely lesa wonderful than the mysterious Crater lake are
the caverns of the Orgon mountiing.  The Josephine county
envi=, about thirty miles from the milrond southwest of Grant
pass will be foynd when therouphly exploped, if i= believed by
thsd who know most aboot them, to be g8 extetsive aml won-
dorfil ns i8 the Manmoth éave of Kooticky, These coves were
disoovered bot o fow voars dgo by n huotar nnmed Ellah David-
gon, who followed n bear to its lur in the Jower cive. The
entranca to eavh of the caves, one loeated higher in the moun-
tain than the other, is abont elght feet wide and seven feot high.
They contain o groat number of wonderinl aventes, anid to be
mile in longth, bekides large numbers of chambors, grotioes,
lnkes, plhysses and cataracts, and plso innumerible climbers,
larze nanl small.  The first chamber bs ton feel in height,.  One,
called * The Dexils Banijuet Hall'™ 18 150 feet in lougth by 75
foot inwidth add 60 foet in helght. ks roof and walls sre bril-
Linot with hundreds of scintillating staldetites.  The only sxplo-
ration of theso wonderfol cavorns has boon by private parties.
A thorough, soientific exploration should bemade ab gn early
day, and it i= my intention to ask an appropristion from the
next Congress forsuch purpose,

The Gireat Whead-produeing Tnland Epire.

The vast fottile grain-producing valleys of Orogon are the
Willsrette, the Rogae rivar, the Umipaqua, amd that portion of
winit is known as tho * great Inland Empire ™ which Hes in
otstern Orngron,  The Willamette extomls from Portlind to the
Calipooin monntains, 80 miles soath of Fuogene, s distanes of
over 150 miles in length by an average of 76 miles in width.
This valley is famed s one of the most fortile and productive
in the world.  There is seavcely an aern of waste land ih this
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vast aron of 12000 sguare miles. T1 B 2 great Miocens hesin
fossils of the Miocene age arg found there in abundapee.  The
greater portion of it is under Imiprovement, but much of it 5
held in large trocts of G40 neres; being the doniations made to
spttlers by the not of Congress of Bopteemlbar 27, 1550,  Nearly
the whole of it Is well watorsd Ly strenms, o very smodl propor-
tiot tequiving irigetion. It produces wheat, oats, barley, corn,
all kinds of vegetahles, and fruits in abundasce. The Willomette
valley i# nlone capnlile of sustaining a population of GIHLLO0
sonls, and even then the popalation wouhl be but o fraction in
excess that of Belgivm to the siware mile, snd less than that of
England by 10210 the square mile, The prodoctive capacity
of the Tnlnnd Eupire in eastorn Orogon is something wonderful,
Thirty years azo not i bushel of wheat was piised in that on-
fire empire, although noross the line near Walla Walla some
200 bushiels of whnt were riised by De Whitman at his wission
in 1841 + Commaodore Wilkes, a portion of whose party vigited
{liis missinn in that year, so reports, Tweniy years ago the
comini fiull T Teft tho Centenl Pacifio radleowd near Salt Lake and
journeyed wesiward through porthern Utah anid eastern Oregon.
The first wheat of any importance was grown in esstern Ore-
gon that year,  There wiw o threencre lot located near whers
the town of Weston, Umntilln eounty, now is nod immedintely
outside the houndurivs of the Unatilla Indinn reservation.  The
cropr had been taken off before my arrival.  The whent stalible
being #0 abundant, 1 wos smaked snd expressd surprise to miy
host, with whom 1 remaitied over night, that there should be
such o fertilo spot in this vast desert, as the whole econntry
seemod th me o bo little ess than a desert,. He smiled amd
replied that the tract on which this wheat had grown wasthe
snme charneter as lant of the whole surrounding country, in-
cluding the grenter portion of the Umatilla Indian ressrvation.
1 obtained a sack and jmmedistely outside of the fleld, digeing
down some 6 or 8 inches, filled it with a peck of soil.  1'lreonght
it with me to Washington ; ook it to the Inte Professor Henry,
thets Seoretary of the Smithsonian Tnstitation, ond reqestod that
het analyze it and toll me it properties atd what good for.  Ha
inquired, * Where did you got this eoil 2™ 1 replied, " West of
the Rocky miountainse” Professor Henry remarked, *That is
puthor indefinite.” “ Bot Professor,” said 1, 1 shall nos tell
you whaether it enme from Californin, Oregon, the Willamutts
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villev ar the top of mount Hood" He mnde moa very intes
esting roport, in which it was tated that he regarded the sail ns
the best whept-produocing soil he had ever examined ; that ic
conlpined propertion. very similar to the soil of Bicily, whoro
whent had been misod for 2,00 years without exhausting the
sail.  The report further sinted that the sl was of such char-
ueter that it wuu[:i fortitize ftmelf ns cultivated; that 6 would
not be npcssary (o Jel it rest alter n crop or two, ne in many
poirtions of the country, or to fertilize it.  The predivtions made
ify that report hove bedn amply verified. Two. yesrs apo 1
wisitod Urnatills dounty sl what was formaerly the Tioatilln
Indinn reservation, and was tald that there had boen raised and
hnrvested that year in that eounty alono ovar £50000° bushols
of wheat. That thissingle county will produce 5,000,000 hashida
of the best quality of wheat the present year, or an amount con-
stderahly more than was produced in 1598 in any one of twenty-
ane different sindes in the Union, T have not tho slizhteet douhbt.

In addition, it is estimatad that there will be shippel the
present veur from the eity of Pendloton, the eounty seit of Umn-
tilln eonnty, lovated on the truoseontinontal raileogd, 5000000
pounds of wool, while from The Dalles, the ecounty seat of Wasco
connty, an eifudl quuntity will be shipped. A large portion of
thie state, notally Upatillas, Union, and Baker coonnties, with
sovernl others in the enstern gection, and Coos and Corzy coun-
ties 1 the southwestern portion, nre adimimbly adapted to sugne-
beet culture.  The beots grown here are satd to yield o lorger
percentage of sacchiarine matter than those produced elsewhers |
while 200 tons peracee i3 o moderats etimate of the annual grop,

The Foresta of Deoogomn.

Another source of immense weilth B the state of Oregon is her
forests, No stato'in the Union has o wrsittor varoty of valuable
treed or fing woods,  Thiese include sugar pine and silver pine,
cotdar, rod; yellow and white flr, redwomnd, and sproce of differont
varivties ; ash, hemlock; maple, myrtle, white oak, laprel, alder,
dogwood, wild cherry, hazel, chittamwood, and Oregon yew ;
thron species of poplar—tho quaking asp, sttonwood and hal-
sam tree; Tiveopk and chestnut oxk, nutmeg, tamamnck, moun-
tnin mabogany, juniper, birch, box elder, and many other
virletics.  In addition, there are the vine maple, growing from
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6 to 12 inchos in dinmeter and from 12 to 30 feet in height; the
Crregon erabeapple, which grows in groves, making the firest
fmpenelable for mun or beast ; and many other varicties.  The
Crrepon codnr prows 1o an immenus sipe. It 8 Do uoneommon
thing in the forests of Tillumook and Caos sodntles, on the consi,
to find vast forests of thieso trens 10 to 12 and verv often 15 fest
e diameter and from 200 to) 250 fest in holoht. The Oregon
sngnr-prng grows to 20 feet e height, bearing cones: from' 12 to
15 inches in length: The wills of Orezon manufnoture ayver
20000000 feed of Tumber punaally,

{dinmo,

The firests of the state are filled with all kinds of game, in-
cluding Loear, elk, deor, grouse, prolriechicken, phestants, Chi-
tiso or Depny pheasants (nomost delicions gume bied, inkroduoed
frony Cliinn by Hinorabile O, N. Doetoy, of Oregon, whiloe TTuited
States comsul-gpeneeml at Shanghai), quail, and other varieties of
goae birds,  Therivers and Inkes are, doringe the summer, filled
with gnme fowl, including cnnvas boclk, and teal of excellent
quality,

The Preefows ond atfier Metala,

No state in the Union s more hdghly favorsd in aatuml en-
downtgnts thian Oregon. Haer sisourees, devaloped und . unde-
velopad, are nlmost as varied as ure the giflts of natore, and theie
valtte cannot by estimated.  Hor mines, though only partially
developeil, are rich in the procious metals, as dlsd/in iron, doal,
nidkel, copper, cinnaber, asbiestos, tin, murble, onyx, limestone,
sandstone, geamite, snd dolomite, A recont writer on the goo-
loirie formations of Oeeron remarks that *the ienoous rocks of
southeorn Oregon pro sabd to contain sll the seolitic minerals,
anil some gealogists believe precious gems of no.small worth.”

Already more than §25, 000000 i1 gald have boen taken from
the placer mines in two eounties in the state—Juckson and
Jusephine, in southern Oregon.  Enstorn Oregon j8 eapddly de-
veluping into n eeeat gold and silver produyeing region,  Capital
only & rquired to make It one of the most valuable minesal
flalds on the Pacifie cosst.

Orepron has an abundance of the very best quality of iron ore.
Ulickamns pounty in partionlar abonnds o this mineml.  Fx-
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tensive iron works are in progres ot Quwego, in that county,
loeated on the Willamette rivor 18 miles from its mouth and 7
miles from Portland, and lnrge smounts of pig-iron are produced
annually.

Geaing and Fruits ; Rivers, Harlors, Raifroads, ofe.

The resoturosk of Oregon are not confined to her mountains or
her vivers. Her valleys are fortility itself. Wheat, oats, com,
barloy, hops, flax, hny and other grains angd grasses; upples,
pears, peaches, npricots; plums, prines, cherries, nectarines,
grapes and other varetes of small fruits and berries, are ull
products of her sail.  The natursl advantages of the stite are
all that conld be disfred. A asséoast of more than 400 miles,
indented with numerous sapaoivus bays and storm-protected
deep-water hnrhors; the Columbing the Tillambok, the Neha-
letn, the Yayuiue, the Alsew, the Sinslaw, the Umpqua, the
Coquille, Cooe huy and port Orfird, capacionssnough to protect
in sofoty all the pavies of tho world; » mighty river on its
north droining o boasin of 295000 sguare niles, indluding its
tribotaries, which pombine twolve degrees of Intitude wind thir-
tepn of lomgitude.  The main Columbin is navignble 725 miles
from iis mouth, with two interruptions—the first at the Cascades,

5t miles from thie mouth, whiere there §s o fall of 300 feet lu four
miles und where s ennal anl lovks, being constructmd by the
general government, will b completed it the prssent venr; and
anuther at The Dalles of twelvie miles, whire the geneml govern-
ment hos taken stops looking to the vonstrustion of a boat mail-
way. Willamette river is navigable for 140 miles; thy Snake
for 160 miles; The falls of the Willamette af Oregon City are
estimated at 1LOK0 horse power; the fall 18 forty feet, Here
s great electrie plunt has been established within the past two
years at an expenditure of peveral millions of dollars, ahd thia
vast witer power s leing utilized o Oregon City and in Portland,
twelve milee distint, in manufuctories of various kinds and in
electrie Hghting.

T'he Satmon Fiaheries of Colwmbnin, River.

The sulmon fisheries of Columbia river are the most extotisive
and profitable {n the world, il a gource of immonse wealth. Tt
is bt thirtv-thiee venrs sinee the first fishery for catehing and
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barreling salmon wna established there, nnd not until 18367 was:
the firt ik eannety orocted, the purpose of the latter being to
preserve salinon in cans—fresl, spieed and pickled.  There are
today some thirty-sight canneris on Colambia river, in which
are lnvestal more than 85000 000 eapital. More than 4,000 men
are viploved during the fishing sesson, Canned stlmon are
shippid by rall aeross the continent and by ships to ull parts of
the world, A eargo frequently is valuod at a quarter of a million
dollaes, and single enrgors have gone out ocensionally of the vulue
of over 300, The salmon season eommeneass iy May and
etrds in August.  The fish nre cnught mainly by drift gill-nots
ranging in longth from 120 feet to 600 foct.  Many salmon are
alw tken by traps and fish-wheels.

In the single year 1550, 588557 euses of salinon were dinned

on Coltumbia viver, having an export vulue of §2650000. The
avornge salmon weighs aboul twenty pounds, and they ame
packed threo to o case, making o catoh that year of about 1 000 000
=nlmion,
. Salmon i3 by no means the only food-fsh produced in large
numbers in Columbia river,  Sturpeon. flounder, smelt, tomood,
and salmon trout exist in abundanee, nnd within the Jast fow
yones shad weighing from thees to foor pounds haye been plopti-
ful. Otlier waters it the #tate of Oregon are full of salmon,
Salmon fisheries are carrled on extensively in Tillamook bay.
Nehalem bay, Nestueen by, in novthwestern Orogon, and in the
Hogmuo, Sinslaw, Coquille nnd other rivers in centeal and south-
western Uregorn

Diviry Inderesta.

Several of the cowst connties, sspecially Clatsop, Tillamook,
Colommbia, Douylass; Coos and Curry, in addition to thair exten-
sive and valnable Inmber intorests, and in some eises, notnbly
Ulntsop, Colombia, Tillamook and Coos. their valuabls ecoal de-
posits; are gspocially well wlopted to dnirving, and immonse
guantities of butter and cheese are annunlly produecd.

Railromd Fiueilitina,

I adddition to/the groat fieilities resitlting from grand navi-
gaible wiatersconrses and capacious const hirbors, with which
Crregon is a0 bountifully Blessed, the state is now vo longor 180-
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latedd by reason of luck of milroad transportation facilities. The
city of Purtlind, the motropolis of the state, with o present popn-
Iation of tore than 80,000 people and an apnnol trade of over
140000000, 4= the wostorn tarminus of five tmp:mmﬁnum:l
raitronds—the Southern Pacific, the Unjon Pacifie in connection
with the Oregon Short Line and the line of the Uregon Radl-
wuy and Navigation Company, the Norfbern Pacifie, the Great
Narthern, and the Caniidian Pocifie; hesides thesa, seyernl state
milronds centor hore,  In adifition to this, the cty of For-
futied 39 the hend of ship navigation on the witers of tho Colom-
bin. loeated on the WHlamotte #eer 12 nifles from 1t mouth,
and to whick ships of all hations, of whatever dranght, steamn
i sail, corme wid go without interraption.  The great warships
of the navy, the Balthnnre, the Chivage and. the Meaterey, hnve
all been in her inrbor within the pnst two vears.  Huot not only
30, there are regalar Hnes of first-class ocvan steamens running
weekly between San Francison, Californin, and Yagquing bay,
Oregon, connesting with the Oregron Pacifie railroad, a first-olas
full-gange tond, now eonstructed wid roning regulorly from
Yaquina bty edstward seross the entire Willamette valley, atud
which, I am credibily ndvised, will within the present yoar be
extended 1o = tainstontinental connestion,  Another line of
atemers plits weekly botweon San Francisco and Coos by,
Oregon, A rallroad i now under constraction connecting As-
torin, Oresot, with Parthand and the gropt transcontinanial lines
of railread. Other lines of milroad are being projected and
built in Oregon, one connecting the valleyes of the Willamoette,
Umpquae and Roztie rivors with the witers ol Coos hay on the
Pacific ocean.  The interior eities and towns of eastorn Dregon
are rapidly being connected with hranch lines, This hins aliehcdy
been done as to Wedton, Athens, Heppmer and other iaporinnt
points,

Demand for the Nearagua Canal.

The poople of Oregon, although biessed with inumernble
blessings and endowod with eommereial ndvantages not cou-
pion to states and people genernlly, nevertheless are in wint of
oné thing, We want, our interests demand, ancl we s and
will have &t no distant day, a ship eanul erossing the isthmne of
Nitamgna. The interests not only of Oregon. but of the Pacific
const, of the whole nation, and of all the civilized nations of the
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glole demand it With one voice and with no uneortain sound
should the people of all the eotamercial and oivilized noations of
the earth demand the speedy construction of this grimt work. so
aliaclinbily essentind to the commercind nocessities of the age ntid
thy proper advancewent and proviotion of the enlightensd elvili-
rition of the ventury i which we live. We ol the Paoifie copat
are no longer tnim portant fotors fh the trade aind commeoeres of
the world, When Dr Murens Whitmnn erossed the continent
in F82=43 to save Oregon to the nuion, the tmde of thy Pavific
const with foreimn or domestio ports amoanted to nothing  To-
duy our trade with Croat Britain, Franoe, Gormany, Belgium,
Caba anid Hrugil, 1o say nothing of our teando with China, Japan
and the Sandwich inlands, nmounts in valoe to more than
845000000 annunlly.  Give us the Nimseagua canal and woe will
then stand erect inevery elsnent which constitates independent
eotimorcidl supremacy, Capable of inesting eveey home want of
whatever nuture, we Lecomie at onet and forsvar o formbdahle
competitor fur our surplos peadoets, not only I the lome
markot, but o all the murkets of the wordd.

Chrnvefuniion,

In etmclusion, I cannot better pemsonily the state of (regramn

than by employing the lnnguage of that gifted writer, thi suthor
of “Atluntis Arisen.”  She said ;

I kv how, iF 1 worna paintor, I ahould personify the young giant
Oregnen.  Lithe, strong, benatifol shoold he ba, with Hmpbese weltten on
his trow and. power tempered by mildiess eaning foom hiis oves. OF
fuir complesion be, with tawny, blopde halr and mrdy, golden beand,
Fiis robe should be of rovn) parple, smbioldured Wit “Iwnl airw, dinil
his rrown of trmishod golid. T throme shonld be among hi  missed
prasiintwine, with w lake nt his foel, rolling vollow plaing on one hond and
stuiling groon valloys an the dther.  His seoptoe, shapod ke thi taper
I plne, should be of silver, set with opals, ememids and dlamond= O
Tuis pight whionld rall the mngnificent Colambin, te whiel elifps B thie
distanee shonhl ek entroes, and overd hiz shoalder (e white st of
it Flowsd stiuod] Bilushing tn o rosy sonset ™

The names and memuories of the brave pioneer men and women
who ledd the foundations of empire in the wilds of Oregon do-
surve W be forever parpetuated, not only in their coomtry's his-
tory, it dn the reverential boarts and minds of the people
ol the present and all future genemtions,  Thaes is something
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steangely dramatio, as also sullimely pathetic, in the strange
seene of hundegds of men, with their wives and little ones, bid-
ding farewell to friends, to home, w civiligation, and starting
ott a joumnes with ox-teams o distance of $000 miles aoross
# trackless waste, winl over rugged, nnexplored mountaines, the
winy olstrocted Ly numbetiess bridgeless rivers, yawning, deso-
late eativons and parched repellent desorts, with o view of estab-
lishing new homes armid all the (wrild meident to o wilderness:
itthabited only by savage men and beasts.  Many of these bmye
et anil ‘women never Hved o reach their destination, but fell:
by the wayside, like Hervey's ships,  thint -salled’ for sanoy
zle=s. but never o to shore.,”  But, leaving the lonely gmve
of the loved ome in the desert, tho hody soon Lo be devotred by
the hungry wolf of the plain, the bawe column of survivors,
sustained by Wardsworth's * amarinthine flower of faith,” and,
in thie langunge of Milton, * finding new hope springiog out of tIL-
spedr,” moved on sl on, and slthough, in the words of Southiey,
% po statlon Is in view nor palm grove islanded amid the wiste,”
thoy $tll piresd on woid on, over bornig desorts and trackioss
montain steops, until ot lnst they rest in the cooling shades of
“ the continnoua wonds where rolls the Oregon”

As o factor in the civilization of Armerica and of the age in
which we live, Oregon as a state challenges attéention.  Civiliza-
it over two hundred sears azo marshallod its battalions pod
took wpoits lne of muarch in the Crienk Gathering strangth
with the stesdy advance of it conguoering colamn, the tread of
it viotorions legdons amuonge the mouninins and over the plaine
of the distant west shmaled the rapid approach of the Lulliders
of empired; nd though heauteons in'its infavey, grand in the
cloar Tight of the Orient in the sarly morn of it existencs, moy
wi not expect that the state of Oregon will realize its grandest
nehiovements amid the glories of acewmulatod splendor in the
distant, Oveident ?

It was trly a grand conoeption, a sttblime thought, insgired
by an almost supernatural prescdens on the part of Coleridge
whon, more thun half 4 centiuey ago, he in bis * Table Talk ™ gave
utterance Lo this sentence ;

*The possilile drstiny of the Unibisd Suiles of Awemion; a=u pation of
s hamivod eillion of freemuen, gtretchiog feon the Atlantic to the Pacilie,
livhine noder the Tws of Alffed and speaking the lungungs of Shakes
ponte and Milton, i an august conoopition.
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The time is mpidly appronching when more than one hundred
miltons of freomon, breathing the pure aie of liberty, inspined
by one ddmmon sonthnent of patriotism, shacing the blessings
of n fren cowntey; upholding ong Do, rspocting and abiding by
thie swmo code of Taws, honoring and revering the moetmories of
the men who Inid the foandations of the Repoblio, loving the
anmp aountry and worshiping the same God, shall 1] this grea
loand from sea to sen with the glad aothemsof o free, courageons,
independent and happy people.
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