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Viry fow of the geddernphie ovonds of the past voar havo Boen

of such on Esentin] osture 8= 0 roguiee b rofisrenee in this re-

purt, snd vot some of then are of surpussing interest. Franehi,
ws panny of thom are, with policies that mmst have o marked in-
Haenee in the future in developing the still’ aoeivilieed reglons
anid ereasing the prosperity of the estublished communities,
thoy piresent a feld for eesentriclt that has alessdy attmcted the
politival econdgmist, enliste (] the labior of the pht]unthml.lrrr il

cxeited the snpidity of commens.

The division of Afries, as conmgonly mnefiered to, has gataemlly
protsodd the mest profound sttention of all elviliasd  popplis,
But fow huve attempted to peostrate the darkness of the futore
with predictions of the nltmate resalts of the partition of this
gront continmt. That civiliztion will eventually follow, we may
fiml remsonably sssueed ; and iF wo eould bt seo the ¢ ml ity the
estubifishment of poweefinl nitions without the repetition of lis-
tory in the quarrels, strife, ol wad thoat have precedied the sottled
ordor of politicul progrssion on other continonts, wo miight woll
lop the haman had foprovidd Bis homanity atd baliovs wo ol
eivbienid the border Tuond of the millenoiom that oathuosinsts havao
e lovng held vp to us ax the final stage in the progess of o
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The professions of the Arican powors are pesosiul, bt in the
division of these nuknown mifllions of squire miles it regquines
bt little I:_r-_nn:-‘rmﬂrrn tes elipcern the elements for TIHFI'I'HI‘I.I.!'H i i
in future penetafione  The agessmeit betwoen Grermnhy anul
Fingelisnel, by far the most important oF the compocts 1 i baril
the protection of FEampenn fations b portioular ones ot en-
bpweesd An the Kongh Froe State, exemplifies i a ko deseroe
the disputes that muy arise, and with what avidity the civilized
ntions have soteht ool seeognition of theie right to domi-
vites in Epecifiod-spheres.  As might hove boen oxpeeted, how-
ovisr, in s attompt to divide great areas that have not even feen
magrpred, snd with s coonomie valae =all o b determined, the
bonndaries of the sphopes are dltentings fndefinite, ol fnstend
of settling dixputed questions, but disfer them W the generptions:
vet o conm. There are coplomies, protectortes, nind splieres of
inttuency, with boundaries aopetines= <0 §11 dofing] that we' may
eomeeive they hivve boon purposely Tolt indetermninate, that at tie
proper time the wost powerful may push thor frontiers 1o in-
elude pedions tint the adventuroos ooy procinim deajrnble nis
UL, _

The arca of Atries iz computod at nearly 12000000 square
mittes s and abowt SA00000° square miles are elaimied by the
powers a8 under their control, protectumte, or infiuenee within
tho tentative boundaries that seem to have been very generally
agreed upon.  Fully 83 por cent, of this ared has heen gequined
durring the pust fifteen venrs,  We have =edn during this period
the poesessiong of Spain inervase fecn 3500t 200,000 sguare
tdles ;. Englaned, from 280,000 iy 2 WA s Fravee, frou 250008}
b ZA0OOO0, while Taly atil Germany, that were without o sguarg
rod o few yesrs mgo, tow elaim extensive preas—Itnly about
AE0000 wnd Germany over LD sguare pniles. Portingal,
thouah not less gruspicgs seans b baove heen loss sticeessfl; s
sho hos pogquired less thun 10000 square miles, Perhisips hav-
ing sneountered s more powerful nation in her i'ﬂ.lﬂ.l G Y Aot nt
for this, but the totnl ates within her “spherd ™ 38 navit el s
not insignifivant, reaching ay it dows over three-quarters ofin
wittion of square miles,  In the Kongo Pree State we find oo
ather million square miles, which wany believe will ditimately
I nme 8 Hulgiq.tl colony 1 bt i any ovent, occlpiving oS it does
the Iarger part of the basin of the Konjgo, it i destined o In the
sinte of an mitivity in the developmint of the continent froitinl
of the most important results,
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We must rewmnber, o, that Englaml now oceupies Egypt,
andd that with her protectorate over Zanzibar and hee sphoro of
infuenee to the northwand of that state, that has not vet beon
himidted, 3t 3s not improbable that she will evettially reach the
Meditermnenn, establinhine o more extendod inffuence inonorth-
eri Africu than even that whinh she hos exorted over the south-
e end of the vontinent, Shonld Englaods snfloenee in the
notth reslt in the oecupution of all the territory that i nppar-
ently within her *sphere,” wie miny cotiedve some of the coni-
plications likely to arise, atd See the mealization of the proviso
i el peost Ao lostiormoen wgreement granting here the ey of
wivy 1o build o milrond through the German sphene oust of Taky
Tomenyikn, Eoglishmen have expressed grave dotibts o= to
the wisdom of conceding to Gormany this birge territory ot of
Lake Tansanyika, elaiming it was rightfolly theies through dis-
covery, and us they are edtopped from interconmmonleation to
the woestward of the Inke by the boundaries of the Koogo Froe
State, view with alorm the poasible intricacies of the situation
whet they muy attetpt to exeredss thedr rights 1n the Gormian
wplioke.  But doubtless thers are componsating  advantages: de-
rivid from the seresment, ns mpoy: esrmest and  abile men eome-
mwend the concessions marde by their government in view of the
grombier inflnenee that has boen acmired in other regions where
it has not herotofure hoen getienilly conemlesl

=otth of the Zrnbes) there are still othdr olimagnts that peonse
(et for sirife ere the region = recogriiasad ns setthed bo the 2atis-
faction of the contending powers.  Boundaries now but ille de-
tioe] ot bl justed. before the vonturous piomneers stioll know
to which notion thelr lnoeds Baolong, amd wae HITAY woll fioresee i
thie sections whete axplosstion develops richies and  abavdines
thit the pemeeful measures of arbitration will fail to satisty the
elaims o dominanee:.  We have, too, an elemont. in the gouth
Afrean repubdic that must ero long findd veot 0 8 more pro-
poanesd movement to secure o seaport than that made o few
veprd agn.  The fuot that Delagoa lay, the finest harbor onthis
stk of thae African coast, ke the o) outlet for fhest people
anid for the extensive regions adiacent thut iy eventuslly come
uniduy. their conteol, pobits tothis bay heconning a bime pf con-
temitbone if the powers interostod do ot eonelude the l}t'mlLHlJl
arbitrution on s just and sntisfadtory basis.  On the lower Nigor
thore wre ilso points of frction, wid ever the sands of the great
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Sohurn pre bocoming the subject of dispute in the amoety to
estublish power that sy wicld an influence n distribating the
wianlth that raay b ol

Fromt what regsone of the continent the futurs wealtls i= to bie
derived we cannol predicl.  The uncertainty is, pechaps, the son-
sidderation in the problem of development that lenves vast s
with wndelined boundaries, though nomdnally within the sphiers
of inflacied of a spocitiosd power,  There nre fullv 2000 000
mijaare miles vot to be exploeed Defore we may kbow the gotaral
gengraphio fmtures of the contingat, aod o mmeh larger e
that must be examined and studiod by experts bofore any meo-
sonubile estimoste of s vdoe podd pdaptabislity to the schomes of
civiliged moan can b Gpproached,  The great strides that have
beetn: notde I renent Yoars insetzing upon the uncladmed  terr-
tortes ddoubtless reecived this larger inipetos from the revelations
in-Mre Stanlev's explodtions.. The Kongo @ recognisd 1o L
a taturnl bghway londing to o pegton belivved to by suscoptilile
of remuperative development,  Proeparations have been moade Lo
cotstrinet o miltoad arounid the mlls by the lower rivee to over-
ooime the grontest practioal olstaole to = tlst utiliation We
muay reasonnbly ex gt commercinl anlerprises on extensive seales
to-speedily follow the completion of this road sud haston the ne-
quisition of o more perfect knowledge of the Kongo basin, not
within the haundanes of the Konge Free Stite alone, it also
the region: demined by the great tributierios from the north and
e dections nutaedly depesdont npon this grend river svstia.

The Kongo is hut one Hie on which the general advanes is
oty tonde upont Lhe dntenor of the continent.  The French
s Alotefmmed upon extotding their infloenee on the north-
orn and westorn consts, and the Portuguess, Eoglish, Gormnns,
nnd Tradinns s promounesd in their offorts on the castern eonst,
whilp the Enslish are careful, too, of their intorssts from the
soith, and seem to hove alinost nnlimited seope north of Vietorin
Nvang  The progriss of the advancing eolonization will mooess-
sarily I accelorntod of retarded by the geogrnphie copditions
envomntered o the different ragions,  In some, it py be the
diffienliy of muintainine cotmmuniention with older settlaments:
i othees, that the lood i anprodective oe the probabile sains nod
sufficiontly atteactive: aod lastly, the great density of the native
popalition incertain districts i likely to prove a hindrnoe that
it may require wany ¥yours to overcome. O the lower Niger, in
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thie British wost Adrican éolony, in Exy ptin:-Natal, on the shores of
Lake Vietorin Nvanen, and in parts of the Koo bagin, it is esti-
mwinterd that the native popolation = mearly ne Jeose ws in India;
bt the elimatie comtitions are so nnfavornble that it is not ]'ﬂ'iﬂr-
ahic that any nttetnt will lwmade to advance in these regions
fur 4 ok surious purpsise than to maintain u foothold for the
fature,  The more sttractive districts for the white wuan are
thought to be el less popilous, and are nel soarged with
stioly an withealthy elinate.

Fven tiw the' ristions of Edropé nre planning o eiter these
pront undeonowi fielids.  There i= an exoedition on the westsrm
oopst, teder the ox plorer Comerion, Investigating the eonditions
fe: tesde 2 annd the rmunors of the organation of woesdtivy  gorn-
panies to work in the seveeal = sphoeros of infloeoes bt imyress
upon s the foct that the O0d Wordd = moving to lay bare the
resotivees of the grent comtinent, and we moey hope with an
anergy that will overcome all olstacles, open new fields to
mankingd, and relieve the nutions of the hortors of human traffie
i which they hnve been too lotiz encotrneed,  But it would be
vadn to hope theee will oo Bloodshed, for whers nmn has geost
rivil Interesds History Waches us tlioy atve settled by the sword ;
and weoein bardly . bilieve the poseeful methods of arbatmbion
will have gained such =way ps 1o rab history in her prodiotons
#5 to tho rerensrpfion of “darkest Afrjen”

thn the westem hl*ﬁ]iﬁ]ihnm* s there have beon events of
miat interesting tmpord, in that they forcehadow o oliser 1mion
of the poople of the two eontinents.  Tnlike Africs, @ that tlis
hanisphere has been ander the comteol of the more intelligom
rawes of wen for sovetnl genemtiong, o that diseovery aml the
oriaelbios attending th essabiliabment of sy propsey are victunlly
questions of the past, the interests involvied ore on o different
plavtie, though not onn bigher moral splieee, neowe ennl cotced ve to
gronter Chirtstinn doty than the rezeneration of the uneiviligod,
but a sphero affectiorz. the relations of established. eommunities
thut for geneentions have been wielding an dofluence in the
world’s history on prinviples mecognigod to be the peodoot of
olviligation,  The motes nl bounids of the statos are woll e
i, with Few exceptions, and the smbition for termtorial neore.
tioty b been S0 wrestly sulnlued by the misfortuoes of thelr
carlive histories, that the time seoms to be propitions for advane-
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it thoose wivntior questions of pubiliv pelicy that naturally neise
(ronyl thelr commpimnity of intepssts,  The peaposition o gonvens
i Pan-Amerionn congress was for sevem]  venrs  viewed  with
suEpicion, and was ovon destgnated by some as chimerioal, hut
the sngrestion took oot.  Many thoughtful men helieved sach o
eomferenes wotld bend tooa better andesstunding between the
propile of the stabes reprsented, and that, while the fruits might
net b e immedintely wppanant, the fondition would b
Iaidl Hor Dicting benefits=.  The Mterest monifosted Ty the difller
vt nimbtons atul the hich chinrmetor of the 'l'l:'Jr.'h:F!l."l'l.TﬂTi'-‘ile thuy
sent Lo e conferiniog clearly indicatod that deliberstions were to
boiv vinvilortakon o good fmith.  We necd not toklow the delibworne
tlons of this body, i ovon Tovert o the nmnjfmlm:qtinm.rliﬂ-
emsspil,  Nineo the adjoarmment we are beginning o I"I‘:[.""""’-"1“’“’
some of the results.  Thie recent establishment of thy * Burean
of the Ameriean Repriblics ® is otie 0F the firs permebiend evidences
of work aecomplisbied.  This burdm b= msintained by propor
tiomnte contrilmtione from the mtins mpreseniod b the con.
gress, anil 8 intended to e the meliam (or o Mecting and dis-
sermingting mformation an eommersial, indiasteind, and eognate
suhjests, 1w eonsdilor the different chiaretoeistios of the people
ol the twa dontiticits—their marmers, oastoms ol methds of
tgsitiss—we cin reiudily. conesive the baresu hins bofore it a
lubior of no little wmgnitnde, bat gne that, firly aceomoplisherd,
cacnnot fafl v b beoeficiad and’ of lasting valne.

Further evidence of the work of the congress in npparent in
the ergantzation of & patmtiission of expoerts o et the long-
vontemplatid interontinal piiway—a achome that, Jepreniid-
vl T individunl effort, wonld donhtles rouire tiany Voars
for swecomplishmont, bt undertaken wnder Iternationnd wu-
..;J-_ﬁwq. wie 1y hope will be s T o aposdy cogehnson,

Thi assetnbly of dolyeites o comsider & monetary nnat for th
reptibilies of the two vantinins & als the realt of the copgress.
Thie prisgres= of this eonferenee will doubthess be wutched with
pecnliar interst, eoming as it does when pur own people are in
the midst of o rectionaey offort to habifitate sibvor ad o standned
o

T povoltition o vear ago thnt gave birth to the United St
ot B, it was fearsd by many would lead to o state of anarchy
that woulid end disnstrously 1 the new notion and porhaps in-
vilve neighlyring states. Fortunately thesde forchodings b
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not boen reabized, nnd the revent generad eloetion in Bragal, which
seeme o have boon conduocted wathoot violenes, hoas opased o
feeding of eonfidencn that we may well believe will eontinoe anid
prerinit this great state to enter hiartily into the new em of mi-
terkal development that seoms opetiing to sur gister ropahlie.

Waork on the consteaotion of the Nicarwmn cannl Tus stobdily
prrcgressoc) during the vear. A barbod for Bght-den vessels Tins.
lhoen constrooted at San Juan del Norteamd satisfictory progress
s Bosny yomade 1o gonstractinge the ewilway designed to faeilitane
the work of excavation, 1t has heen hoped by the friemds of this
ph'-_}nrt thit thie esal wonld by eonstructed with funds mised by
privite sulseription.  The sdimimble mdnngement of the pre-
liminary work of surveving and onganization wers good grotnds
for thedr beliof; bt the B recentlv dnteodgesd in Congrees ask-
ing o poarmntos fvr one hundeed millions of bonds (o e s,
Indicutes that expuictations of frionds wits Lo Bangoine, aiwd thiat
the finsncin] Tiocking that hiad beei Beliovsd o De pssured . Tins
for some repaon ol besm developed,  This may b only o tem-
porury alarm, due to the general financinl stringency. that hos
prevailed during the past fow months, and oo the eearmnee
of an oadler money market tho necessety for the mlief asked from
Cangress will disappear.

The Panmnn esnil project, supposed to hnve bisen alinidonsd
in. hopeless finsneis] min, has peevntlye bom revived, with new
eoneessions extendime the pertod fie construction, and, it s enr-
reitly reported, o sohemie for o oblossal Iottery cdmpuny for rndsing
the mdans for progecotiog the work. 1t socnie Inetod sl that
this cananl ahall Decowee o et in this peportion: bhot il it = the
fopsible moute 3t projectors olaim, i = pot improbable that the
demand= of a fotare generation may necssitate 1= oonstoe o

A yvenr ngo D commented upon the improvement of the Missis.
sippl miver.  Sines then one of the greatest Hoods on reeormd. hins
vigited the lower rver country, devastuting o large anon. ¢
birought to the setthers in thie valley, howerer, b new expiriencs,
wrl has dnapired them with o confidenee in the levie systom
that finds exprssion in the demund for Jovédes of approved eon-
stevetion frop Codeo o the Golf The flodd of o :.‘-u.nr TR L
etvil many sapuire mitles, A lonre proportion of the area, how-
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ovier, wins not protected by levdes, pol another lnrze proportiom
was oply partinlly proteeted s and while, thorefore, the disnstor
ivprossied the general public with a beliof that the lovées wers o
fallire, the fets renlly point to the contrary.  Th formwetnotible
flonds it hus nor been unosual for ong hundesd or more milos of
Towie o b washod away Defore the Qood subsidod, at on the
recort ovension there wis o totnl length of Jess than five miles
destroyed insome 1,100 miles of lovie that had been holieved to
he safi. Thig & & remarkable showing, sl has natoarmlly in-
spired  the advosstes of the svstom with groster eontifdenee
It perinte o the possibility of constricting levés at o nessonable
vxperse thnt will stand the pressure of water for the heighe that
it has besn oo poated necessary to badld them,  There i= a grave
doubit, however, in the winds of sote ae o whether the
corpputed hetehts; the Tevdes holding imtaot, will afond sofficiont
eross-sottion to oarry off the volume of watar doainioge from the
catchment hasins, Some inferesting mum'mmﬂnhrl on this sabe
jeet have repontly boen made by Genernl Greely, the chief sig-
nnd officer® from aoleervabions made during an extetded period.

Thequistion risec i= not s oew one, b, considesed i the Hehit
of the statistics presented, seems 1o iovolve the peobbon of the
improvemnent of the river with ineronsing difficulties,  Geniral
Crreelv's Bgures bulleate that the erosssoetbon of the lower river
will ‘anly porrdit caeeving G0 Lthe sen 4 voline of dbont sixie
cutbie miles of water durng an ordisoey ool desson, and thit
in the exteaordinory Hood years, sueh ns 1858 mad 1580, the
volumse to be carried down is about elghty cabie miles, showing
an exvess of about twenty cubic miles over the eapucity of the
nver in a specifiod time.  These figures should be taken in the
miture of o warming; sl whilte it nmst be admitted that the
irttivacy of the problom proclades precision, thelr probadli seline
hility should be earefully studisd before un extended Tovde dve
teety B Darilt intenedend bo puiaranted protection nesinst excoptional
Hlowwda,

During redent vears the complex amld perplexing subjeet of
geastiphio nomenelature hins peevived the enreful considemtion
of n number of the European antion=, with a vidwe to resching s
uniformity in tvatment and the trasslitoration of names of -
writton langunges info Boman charnetiors.  FKogeliined, Fraoos, and

*Nimth Amerrteun Hoview, Moy, TR,
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Grmany have adopted] soletantially the s system oF roles.
Recent publichtions from these countries evidenoe the intention
tis appl v them ps rapidly e cleommestanes will peomit,. Although
wi may eeliel ot et on seving stely fogiliney naoes s Cadne
apollo] with o K, Mocin with donldo k; s Miscat cinvertod
into Maskat, it is Dolieved the genorl principles gdopted will
eviniually revisve aopisseenne—pirhops holf-henrted at frs—
and as the utility of the system beoomes more apparent throagh
its universal pdoption and we pealiae that mups from whatever
nathon will give ve the nomes of the same ploces insnlstantinlly
the smne frne, onr prejudives st give way.

Uniler the provisions of an excentive order tssus] on the fourth
o "--*phﬂnin-r Lisst, omr own Govemmment ling sirtially adogpibed the
Furapenty system in the troatipent of forsien nones, thinis Lirityg.
it 1s aecand with the pritcipal natons wpon & most T
tarit suljoot to students und geographors the world over. The
exorotive ordor constimtes o board oomposod OF ten o resenti-
vves feom differond depoetnaenis and bureans of the Govermment
sorvice, o which all questions relsting: to the work of the hoard
that may anse in the departments are to he reforrod, and ro-
-|ITIiI'I"r| all persotis 10 the Crovoernmont seedios 1o mespoet the doots-
tome thit may b dendieesl. The board in it first bulletin, r-
cently bestteed, Dihs annauneed its ads ption of the English syvatem
tir the treatinent of foreien nomies wnd ImIEHIl'thH‘! intos Romun
churnotars) and hos presented principles to goide in réaching de-
cisions alfecting home mumes.  These principles will' deathitless
It melibodd tor ms mow questions drisi, so that st oo very distaod
diy wee ony soe Tormolated oosel of males that will be instructive
ws well as aseful o their applioation.  The first hulletin sevmns
to hinve bovn pocelved fhvombly, and s oy hope, a= the work
of the board advances and the importance of thesuhjeet = more
genernlly realized, thag 3t will gaan the henrty endorsemont of the
public and nsupport that poosd lergely ineecase the usefulne
of tte lnliors,

I eatielusion, perit me to congimtulate the society ppon s
first aftempt at stdenttfie exploration in the feld.  The Motnt
M. Blins expodition, under the Tendetstip of Me. 1O ﬂ.‘uﬁul]
with Mre. Murk B, Kerer = topogmplior, left Seattle, W ﬂﬂhmgt{lm
in June last, and affer spemling more than two menths oo the
mountain siles, opihalf their time aliove the snow lne, have

=N AT. Gl MAG , VoL TTL Tes,
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retiirnied with notes, specimens, snd data of the grertest Tntenest.
The topugraphy whs slketchod over dn aren of about ons thus
canid siare miles and ineludes the determination of the geo-
graphicnl pogition sl elevation of Mount St Elips and many
neiphboving peidks.  Monnt St Klins i= indicatel to be not so
high by -soms 4,000 fiest us the herotofore acdupited elevation,
100 foet. The diffienltics attending the detbrmination of the
hidght of this monntain ane so gront thot the mnge batweon the
extrome slevations that have been givan by differvnt X plorrs
i nearly 000 fiet, This s belleved 10 be the first Lelght for it
that has been derived (rom n enrefully miisired liswie, maned it
theretore shionld recetve wrdt weight.  Thst T oregeet: to- say that
i the chadn of trinnglss conneeting with the top of the mount-
win, the difficalty of plueing welloonditioned trinngles sceinz to
B Lian so ot that the observers wero faroed) to accopl very
cnadl inetided anstes, which nevessarily casts n dotbt upon the
pestltimg distanees,  Wo must therefore accim thee new elevi-
tiom with eaution until it 1= vorifed by forther obsarvatione.

The party was unfortunately et bl froam riteliing the tog
of Mount St. Elas by seviete storms, but the ascent was so nearly
aoomplishod that Mr. Russell 3= confidont he fivand a prmictic-
ble rontee: aud it seems probable that had he been started ten
dave or two weeks carlior the fisst asoont of Monnt St Elins
wirnlil hive Bien revorded b5 o port of the woerk of the expedi-
thmn.

The full reprirt of this expedition & now. nesring completion,
el Will e published by the Society at on aarly date, T this
| rmitst refor vou for the interpsting details, and experionce en-
gonmtered by the explorgrs.

e expecition was ormnizsd by the Society, but in eongratu-
lutine omrselves wo should not forg thnt our thanks am doo to
the United Statis Geologval Survey for the nesigmuent ol officons
toromdet the work in the flield and for assistance tfendered in the
srzinization © and we may hope the sibstantml resolts that have
hewn sepired will provee ae plonsing to that great national work
as they are to vour boand of tanagers,

Washington, dawenry 33, TS0
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