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Abbreviations

1sg first person singular

2sg second person singular

3sg third person singular

ipl first person plural

2pl second person plural

3pl third person plural

1sgs 2sg/pl®  1sg subject 2sg/2pl object

acc accusative

abl ablative

all allative

poss/pers possessive/person

adj adjective

comp comparative

cond conditional

conj conjunctive-imperative

def definite

el elative

i1l illative

imp imperative

indef indefinite

iness inessive

inf infinitive

instr instrumental

pl plural

poss possessive

pres present

sublat sublative

sg singular

spr . superessive

O indicates that the preceding consonant has to be doubled
INO! stands before an ill-formed sentence/phrase/form
C consonant (in charts and formulae)
A% vowel (in charts and formulae)
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stands before a sentence/phrase/form which is not used
by some speakers or obsolete

1. Pronunciation, letter-to-sound
correspondences

1.1 The alphabet

The Hungarian alphabet has 44 letters. They are listed below together with
the pronunciation of the name of each letter in Hungarian. The transcrip-
tions appear in the International Phonetic

Alphabet (JPA).
a [2:] i [i:] s [ef:]
a [a:] ] [jel sz [es:]
b [be:] k [ka:] t [te:]
c [tse:] 1 [el:] ty [ce]
cs  [tfer] ly  [el(:)ipsilon] u [u:]
d [de:] m [em:] i [u:]
dz [dze] n [en:] i [y:]
dzs [d3e:] ny [en:] d [y:]
e [e:] o [o:] v [ve:]
é [e:] 6 [o:] w  [duplove]
f [ef:] o [#:] X [iks]
g [ge:] 6 {o:] y [ipsilon]
gy [3e] p [pel z [ze]
h [ha:] q [ku:] zs  [3e]
i [1:] r [er:]

Note that in the pronunciation of the name of a vowel letter, the vowel is
long even if the name refers to a short vowel sound. Thus, the last vowel
letter in hosszii 4 ‘long G’ and révid i ‘short U’ are spelt differently, but
are both pronounced with a phonetically long [y:] (unless one wants to
emphasize the difference). Note also that the names of consonant letters
that consist of a single closed syllable are pronounced with a final long
consonant (e.g.r =[er:], I=[el:], etc.) unless the syllable ends in a conso-
nant cluster x=[iks].

Acute accents on vowel letters represent length (and never stress). Thus,
[ is the long counterpart of i, & is the long counterpart of #, & is the long
counterpart of J, etc.
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1. Pronunciation, letter-to-sound correspondences

Consonant letters (other than g, w, x, y) can be doubled to denote phonet-
ically long consonants, e.g. hall [holl] ‘hear, 0ll6 [ol:0:] ‘scissors’, csepp
[t/ep:] “drop’, roppan [rop:on], ‘crack’, kinn [kin:] ‘outside’, enni [en:i]
‘to eat’, etc. In the case of digraphs only the first letter is doubled to
express length, e.g. rifzzsal [ru:g:ol] ‘with lipstick’, meggy [mej:] ‘sour
cherry’, konny [kgn:] ‘pus’, klassz [klos:] ‘great’ etc. In a few words con-
sonant length is not indicated by the spelling: e.g. egy [e}:], lesz [les:].
This is always the case with one-syllable words that end in ¢k (a ‘foreign’
digraph): e.g. pech [pex:] *bad luck’, krach [krax:] ‘breakdown’, stich
[ftix:] ‘glitch’, etc.

The consonant letters g, w, x, y are ‘foreign’ the sense that they only appear
in foreign or archaic words such as Wesselényi [vefele:ni] (family name),
xerox [kseroks], yoghurt [jokhurt], quattrocento [kvotrotfento:], etc.
These letters cannot be doubled.

1.2 Vowels
Hungarian has the following vowels:

Sound Letter Example
(IPA symbol)
[i] i hisz
[1:] i tiz
[yl u it
[y:] d tiiz
[€] e nem
[e] é Jél
(2] 0 ot
[@:] 6 hés
[u] u fut
[u:] i suly
(o] o fog
[o] 0 szol
2] a nagy
[a] a nydl

In Hungarian, a vowel letter typically has a constant phonetic value, i.e.
generally there is a one-to-one correspondence between vowel letters and
vowel sounds. As a rule, a given vowel sound is represented by the same
vowel letter, and a given vowel letter always stands for the same vowel
sound. Irregular exceptions are proper names with archaic spelling, e.g.
Dessewffy [de3e:fi], Déry [de:ri), etc.
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1. Pronunciation, letter-to-sound correspondences

Somewhat more regular differences between the spelling and the phonetic
value involve length (as opposed to quality). This length difference may
be systematic:

(i) Hungarian words/stems cannot end in short [¢, o], so loans ending
in o are regularly pronounced with [0:]: e.g. quattrocento [kvotro-
tfento:] ‘quattrocento’, anno [on:o:] ‘anno’, monoe [mono:] ‘mono’,
etc;

(ii) in colloquial standard Hungarian words/stems of more than one
syllable are pronounced with a final short [y, u] (even) if they end
in a vowel letter spelt with a long #, #i: compare #7 [ty:] ‘needle’ and
gyiri [yy:ry] ‘ring’, bii [bu:] ‘sorrow’ and dgyu [a:;yu] ‘cannon’,
etc.

Sometimes however the length difference is rather unpredictable: peosta
[po:fto] ‘post office’, szinhdz [sinha:z] ‘theatre’, ors [@:rf] ‘squad’, etc.

There are no diphthongs in standard Hungarian, so adjacent vowels are
pronounced as separate syllables: kialakul [kioloku:l] ‘develop’, fidé
[fia:e:] ‘that of his son’s’, etc. Adjacent identical short vowels other than
e, a can be pronounced as separate identical vowel sounds or as the cor-
responding long vowel: e.g. vdkuum ‘vacuum’ [va:kuum/va:kuw:m], zoold-
gia ‘zoology’, [zoolo:gio/zolo:gio], (cozapare leesik ‘fall down’ [legfik]
but not *[lefik]). Again, some archaically spelt proper names are excep-
tional, e.g. Gadl [ga:l], Wedres. [vergf], etc.

1.3 Consonants
Hungarian has the following consonants

Sound Letter Example
(IPA symbol)

[p] p pék
[b] b baks
[t] t pata
[d] d ad
[c] ty latyak
(3] gy megy
(k] k lakat
(g] g 8ép
] f kefe
[v] v teve




1. Pronunciation, letter-to-sound correspondences

[s] sz $z2ép

[z] z ez

[N s has

3] zs zsak
[ts] c lecke
[dz] dz dzéta
[tf] cs csok
[dzs] dzs dzsessz
[m] m lama
[n] n nem

[n] ny enyeleg
[ 1 hal

[r] r répa

[j] i ly J6, folyd
[h, x] h ha, doh

Each of the consonant sounds above exists in long (geminate) form as well,
e.g. [n:] fenn ‘up’; [ts:] hecc ‘prank’; [1:] hall ‘hear’; etc. In spelling, this is
indicated by doubling the consonant letter or the first letter of the digraph
that stands for the sound: secc ‘prank’, meccs ‘match’.

Within the word % is pronounced [h] before vowels (e.g. ha ‘if’, rohadt
‘rotten’, dohos ‘musty’) and [x] before consonants and at the end of the
word (e.g. doh ‘musty smell’, dohtél ‘from the musty smell”).

= Note that in the word cseh ‘Czech’ the letter h is not pronounced before
a consonant and word-finally: cseh ‘Czech’ [tfe], csehtsl ‘from (a)
Czecly’ [tfetg]], but csehek ‘Czech, pl” [tfehek]. Other words which
can behave in the same way (but have an alternative pronunciation with
pronounced 4 before a consonant and word-finally) include juh ‘sheep’,
méh ‘bee’, céh ‘guild’, diih ‘anger’, riih ‘scabies’, olah “Wallachian’.

The consonant letter to consonant sound correspondence is quite constant:
a given sound is usually spelt with the same letter (combination), and vice
versa a given letter (combination) usually stands for the same sound. Unsys-
tematic counterexamples are some archaically spelt proper names (e.g.
Széchenyi [se:tfe:nil], Kossuth [kofutl, Torkenczy [torkentsil), foreign
spellings (e.g. pech [pex] ‘bad luck’, Herz <brand name> [herts]) and
the sound [j] which is (unpredictably) sometimes spelt as j (hajé ‘ship’)
and sometimes as [y (folyé ‘river’). Assimilations that are not indicated by
the spelling are systematic counterexamples to the above rule. The major
ones are the following:
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1. Pronunciation, letter-to-sound correspondences

1.3.1 Regressive voice assimilation

The voiced obstruents [b, d, 3, g, dz, d3, v, z, 3] change to their voice-
less counterparts [p, ¢, k, ts, tf, f, s, []respectively, when followed by
the voiceless obstruents [p, t, c, k, ts, tf, f, s, [, h]: e.g. dobtam’ [dop-
tom] ‘I threw it’; ‘can give’ adhat [othot] ‘can give’; dgytd! ‘from (the)
bed’ [a:cto:l); fogtam [foktom] ‘I held it’; edzhet [etshet] ‘may train’;
szivtam [stftom] ‘I smoked it’; méztdl [me:stg:l] ‘from honey’; rizstol
[ruyto:l] “from lipstick’; etc.

The voiceless obstruents [p, t, ¢, k, ts, ¢, f, s, [] change to their voiced
counterparts [b, d, j, g, dz, d3, v, z, 3] respectively, when followed
by their voiced obstruents [b, d, §, g, dz, d3, z, 3]: e.g. képzés [ke:b-
zeyf] ‘training’; hétbdl [he:dbgl] “from seven’; zsdkbdl [3a:gbo:l] ‘out
of (the) bag’; ketrecben [ketredzben] ‘in (the) cage’, desbdl [a:dzbo:l]
‘from (a) carpenter’; széfben [se:vben] ‘in (the) safe’; mészbsl [me:z-
bg:1] “out of lime’; hasba [hozbo] ‘in (the) stomach’; etc.

" Note that [v] does not cause voice assimilation (i.e. the voiceless obstru-
ents [p, t, ¢, k, ts, tf, f, s, [] preceding [v] remain voiceless: nyolc-
van [goltsvon] ‘eighty’; ldtvdny [la:tva:n) ‘spectacle’; etc.); and 4
does not undergo voice assimilation (i.e. it does not become voiced
when followed by a voiced obstruent ([b, d, j, g, dz, d3, z, 3]: e.g.
dohbdl [doxbo:l] ‘from #he) musty smell’).

1.3.2 Degemination (shortening of long consonants)

Long consonants become short when preceded or followed by another
consonant: e.g. akftal [oktol] ‘with a nude’, varrtam [vortom] ‘I sewed’,
otthon [othon] ‘home’, etc.

1.3.3 Affrication (sz, s assimilation)

When the stops [t, d, ¢, j] are followed by [s], the combination is pro-
nounced as the geminate affricate [ts:]: e.g. metszet [mets:et] ‘etching’;
otodszor [otgts:gr] ‘for the fifth time’; négyszer [ne:ts:er] ‘four times’,
etc.

When the stops [t, d, ¢, j] are followed by [ f], the combination is pro-
nounced as the geminate affricate [tf]: e.g. kétség [ke:tf:e:g] ‘doubt’;
fdradsdg. [fa:rotfza:g] ‘trouble’; egység [etf-e:g] ‘unit’; etc.
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1. Pronunciation, letter-to-sound correspondences

1.3.4 Palatalization (j assimilation)

[t, d, ¢, §, n, 0, 1] become [c:, J:, c:, J:, 0, 11, j:] respectively, when
followed by [jl: e.g. ldtja [la:c:0] ‘s/he sees it’; adja [05:0] ‘s/he gives it’;
bdtyja [ba:c:o] ‘his/her elder brother’; nagyja [noy:0] ‘most of it’; szdnja
[sa:n:o] ‘his/her sleigh’; hdnyja [ha:n:o] ‘s/he throws it’; tolja [toj:0] ‘s/he
pushes it’; etc.

1.3.5 Nasal place assimilation

The nasal [n] becomes [m] before [p, b, m], [1] before [c, j, n], and
[n] before [k, g]. This is obligatory within the word (e.g. angyal [onjol]
‘angel’; gong [gong] ‘gong’), but optional across a word boundary (szén-
por [se:mpor, se:npor] ‘coal-dust’; nagyon kdros [nojogka:rof, noyon
ka:rof] ‘very harmful’; olyan mds [ojomma;f, ojonmayf] ‘so different’,
etc).

1.4 Vowel harmony

In Hungarian most suffixes harmonize with the stem they are attached to,
which means that most suffixes exist in two or three alternative forms
(alternants) differing in the suffix vowel, and the selection of the suffix
alternant is determined by the stem vowel(s). #

The basic facts are the following. Vowels either belong to the front set (i,
i,ii, i, e, é, o, 6) or the back set (u, i, 0, 6, a, d). Front vowels are either
rounded (i, &, &, &) or unrounded (i, 7, e, €).
Suffixes may be

a) Non-harmonic

These suffixes have just one form, which they do not change regard-
less what the stemn vowels are: e.g. -ig ‘until’, -ként ‘as’, -kor ‘at’, -né
‘Mrs., etc;

b) Harmonic two-form

“These suffixes have two alternative forms, one with one of the front
vowels and another containing one of the back vowels: e.g. -ban/-ben
‘in’; -16l/-t61 ‘from’; -ul/-il ‘in [a language]’, etc;

¢) Harmonic three-form

These suffixes have three alternative forms, one with the back vowel
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o0, another with the front unrounded vowel e, and a third with the front
rounded vowel d: e.g. -hoz/-hez/-hoz ‘to’, -on/-en/-én ‘on’, etc.

According to the rule of Vowel Harmony:

1) Back vowel stems (those that only contain back vowels) take the back
alternants of the two-form and three-form suffixes:
-ban/-ben ‘in’
-hoz/-hez/-héz ‘to’

hdzban ‘in (the) house’
hdzhoz ‘to (the) house’

ii) Front vowel stems (those that only contain front vowels) take the
front alternants of the two-form and three form suffixes:

-ban/-ben ‘in’
-hoz/-hez/-hoz ‘to’

kertben ‘in (the) garden’
kerthez ‘to (the) garden’

iii) Mixed vowel stems (those that contain back vowels and front vowels)
generally take the back alternants of the two-form and three-form
suffixes:

-ban/-ben ‘in’ tdnyérban ‘in (the) plate’
betydrban ‘in (the) outlaw’
papirban ‘in (the) paper’

vildgban ‘in (the) world’

-hoz/-hez/-hdz ‘to’ tanyérhoz ‘to (the) plate’
betydrhoz ‘to (the) outlaw’
papirhoz ‘to (the) paper’

vilaghoz ‘to (the) world’

o= If the last vowel of a mixed stem is e and there is a back vowel in the
preceding syllable, some stems take suffix alternants with a front vowel
(e.g. oktéberben ‘in October’), others vacillate (e.g. dzsungelban/dzsun-
gelben ‘in the jungle’).

iv) Stems with rounded front vowels (i, #, 0, 6) in their final syllable
take the rounded front (&) alternant of the three-form suffixes:

-hoz/-hez/-hoz ‘to’ korhoz ‘to (the) circle’

Jiilhéz ‘to (the) ear’

koron ‘on (the) circle’
fiilon ‘on (the) ear’

-on/-en/-én ‘on’

13



1. Pronunciation, letter-to-sound correspondences

sz Note that some three-form suffixes have the unrounded front alternant
after Lowering Stems: compare the plural suffix in fiilek ‘ears’ (a low-
ering stem) and kdrék “circles’ (a non-lowering stem). See the discus-

sion of Lowering Stems in Section 4.1.

sz Anti-harmonic stems: there are about 60 exceptional front vowel stems
(most of them with i/, some with ¢€) that take the back alternants of the

two-form and three form suffixes:

sirban ‘in (the) grave’

Examples include:

cél ‘aim’
derék ‘waist’
férfi ‘man’
fing ‘fart’
Jiu ‘son’
gyik ‘lizard’
héj ‘crust’
hid ‘bridge’
hiv ‘call’
hizik ‘get fat’
indit ‘start’
ij ‘bow’

ir ‘write’
iszik ‘drink’
nyil ‘arrow’
nyilik ‘open’
nyit ‘open’
sir ‘cry’

sir ‘grave’
szid ‘scold’
sziv ‘inhale’
visit ‘scream’
zsir ‘fat’
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sirhoz ‘to (the) grave’

célom ‘my aim’
derekam ‘my waist’
férfiak ‘men’
fingok ‘1 fart’

fiam ‘my son’
gytkom ‘my lizard’
héjam ‘my crust’
hidam ‘my bridge’
hivom ‘I call’
hizom ‘I get fat’
inditom ‘I start’
fjam ‘my bow’
from ‘I write’
iszom ‘I drink’
nyilam ‘my arrow’
nyilhat ‘may open’
nyitom ‘I open’
sirok ‘I cry’

sirom ‘my grave’
szidom ‘I scold’
szivom ‘I inhale’
visitom ‘I scream’
zsirom ‘my fat’

1. Pronunciation, letter-to-sound correspondences

1.5 Final a, e lengthening
Stem-final @ and e lengthen into 4 and € respectively before suffixes.

-t ‘acc’ -rol/-rol -ban/-ben -nak/-nek
‘about’ ‘in’ ‘for’
apa ‘father’ apdt apdrol apdban apdnak etc.
alma ‘apple’ almadt almdrol almaban almdnak  etc.
teve ‘camel’ tevét tevérol tevében tevének etc.

kefe ‘brush’ kefér keférsl kefében kefének etc.

== Note that there is no lengthening before some suffixes:

adjective forming -i megyei ‘county’ (adj.)
-ként ‘as’ faként ‘as a tree’
-kor ‘at the time of’ tdvoztakor ‘at the time of
his departure’
-sdg/ség ‘-ness’ katonasdg ‘army’
-szerif ‘-like’ faszerii ‘treelike’
-szor/-szer/-szor ‘times’ lambdaszor ‘multiplied by lambda’

1.6 Word stress 4

Stress always falls on the first syllable of the word in isolation. Words may
lose stress when incorporated into phrases and sentences.
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2. Articles

2.1

The indefinite article is egy. The definite article is a or az. The variant a is
used before consonant-initial words and az is used before vowel-initial
ones: a sas ‘the eagle’, az ajté ‘the door’.

In neutral (non-contrastive, non-emphatic sentences) the articles are not
stressed.

The articles may not receive inflectional or derivational endings (thus
they are not inflected for case, number, etc.).

a sas ‘the eagle’ a sasok ‘the eagles”  asasnak ‘for the eagle’
az ajté ‘the door’ az ajték ‘the doors’ az ajténak ‘for the door’
egy hal ‘a fish’ - egy halnak ‘for a fish’

2.2

The definite article is used before certain kinds of proper nouns, in partic-
ular, the names of mountain ranges (az Alpok ‘the Alps’), hills/mountains
{a Jdnos hegy ‘Janos hill’), rivers (@ Duna ‘the Danube’), seas (a Fekete
tenger ‘the Black Sea’), lakes (a Balaton ‘Lake Balaton’), regions (az Al-
fold ‘the Great Hungarian Plain’), streets (@ Csopaki utca ‘Csopaki Street’),
roads (a Rdkdéczi nt ‘Rékéczi Road’), squares (a Rdkdczi tér ‘Rékéezi
Square’), countries consisting of more than one unhyphenated word (az
Amerikai Egyesilt Allamok ‘the United States of America’), newspapers
(a Magyar Hirlap), books (az Edes Anna) and institutions (@ Magyar Tudo-
mdnyos Akadémia ‘the Hungarian Academy of Sciences’).

No article is used before the names of continents (Afrika ‘Africa’),
countries/states of one word or more than one hyphenated word (Magyar-
orszdg ‘Hungary’, Eszak-Irorszdg ‘Northern Ireland’), counties {(Baranya),
cities/ towns/villages (Budapest).

w=r In colloquial/informal usage the definite article is often used before
personal names (first names or surnames). This usage is sometimes
penalised by purists.
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2. Articles

informal formal
Hol van a Kristdf? Hol van Kristéf?

‘Where is Christopher?’

Beszéltem a Kovdcecesal. Beszéltem Kovdccsal,

‘I have talked to Kovics.

En még hallottam a Ruttkayt eléadni. En mé g hallottam Ruttkayt elSadni.
‘I was fortunate enough to hear Ruttkay lecture.’
0 Note. that the colloquial use of the definite article before personal names
implies a degree of familiarity/irreverence/informality. Thus
En még hallottam a Ruttkayt Shakespeare-rél eléadni.
‘I was fortunate enough to hear Ruttkay lecture on Shakespeare.
is OK, but

INo! En még hallottam a Ruttkayt a Shakespeare-rél eldadni.
‘I was fortunate enough to hear Ruttkay lecture on Shakespeare.

is unlikely to occur.

2.3

Usqally no article is used before nouns or noun phrases functioning as
subject complements:

Jdnos rendér.
‘John is a policeman’

A kobra Hhiill$.
“The cobra is a reptile”

FEinstein fizikus volt.
‘Einstein was a physicist.

Ez a hdz palota lesz.
“This house will be a palace.

e In colloquial usage the indefinite article is used before singular nouns

or noun phrases functioning as subject complements. This usage is
sometimes penalised by purists.

Jdnos egy rendor.

. FEinstein egy fizikus volt.
‘John is a policeman.

‘Einstein was a physicist.’

A kobra egy hiillé.

Ez a hdz egy palota les:.
‘The cobra is a reptile’

“This house will be a palace’

17



2. Articles

2.4

Note that (unlike in English) the definite article is used with uncouptable,
nouns and plural countable nouns even if the expression has generic ref-

erence.

may mean ‘beer in general’
‘Beer may be dangerous.

a sor
A sor veszélyes lehet.

may mean ‘girls in general’

a lanyok .
‘He/she/it was attracted to girls.

A ldnyokhoz vonzédott.

18

3. Nouns

3.1 Structure

The noun in Hungarian consists of the stem plus five inflectional slots, i.e.
positions where inflectional suffixes can occur. The first slot indicates
NUMBER, the second slot indicates POSSESSIVE/PERSON, the third slot indi-
cates NOMINAL POSSESSIVE, the fourth slot indicates NOMINAL POSSESSIVE
NUMBER and the fifth slot indicates CASE. Each of these slots may be empty
as the unmarked status of these categories (singular, non-possessive, non-
possessor, singular possessed, nominative) is always a null suffix. The
NOMINAL POSSESSIVE NUMBER can only be plural if the NOMINAL POSSESSIVE
slot is filled.

Thus, schematically the structure of the noun is:

&= Note that the first form above (the uninflected singular stem in nominal
case) is the usual ‘dictionary form’ for nouns in Hungarian.

= Note that grammatical gender does not exist in Hungarian.
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0 I i 1L 4 v \Y%
Stem + NUMBER +POSSESSIVE + (NOMINAL POSSESSIVE + NOMINAL POSSESSIVE NUMBER) + CASE
Examples:

0 I I 11 v v Gloss
¢ barat barat ‘friend’
| bardtot bardt ot “friend AcC’
- bardatok barat ok ‘friends’
- bardtom barat om ‘my friend’
: baraté bardt é ‘that of a friend’
. bardtomat bardt om at ‘my friend Acc’
* bardtomé bardt om é ‘that of my friend’
i bardtomét bardt om é t ‘that of my friend AcC’
" bardtoméit bardt om é i t ‘those of my friend Acc’
‘bardtaiméit  bardt ai m é { t ‘those of my friends acc’



3. Nouns

3.2 Number
The singular is unmarked in Hungarian.

3.2.1

The plural is a harmonising three-form suffix -ok/-ek/-6k where the choice
of the appropriate variant is determined by Vowel Harmony (See Section

tokok ‘pumpkins’
siinok ‘hedgehogs’

emberek ‘people’
rétek ‘meadows’

lanyok ‘girls’
csokok ‘kisses’
s= The suffix vowel is a/e instead of the regular o/e/d after Lowering Stems

(see Section 4.1), a appears after back-vowel stems and e appears after
all front-vowel stems (including the ones that have a rounded vowel

in the stem-final syllable).

falak ‘walls’ szégek ‘nails’

fogak ‘teeth’ fiilek ‘ears’
The suffix vowel is unstable: it does not appear if the stem ends in a vowel.
Thus, the plural is -k after vowel-final stems:

hollok ‘ravens’ kocsik ‘carts’ vésdk ‘chisels’

3.2.2
The plural is the suffix -i/-jai/-jei/-ai/-ei (instead of -ok/-ek/-0k/-k) if the
noun is marked for POSSESSIVE/PERSON:
holldim ‘my ravens’ kalapjaim ‘my hats’ ldnyaim ‘my daughters’
vésdim ‘my chisels’ kertjeim ‘my gardens’ szemeim ‘my eyes’
For the choice between the variants see Section 3.3 on POSSESSIVE/PERSON
suffixes.

3.3 Possessive/Person

The noun referring to the thing possessed is marked with the POSSESSIVE/
PERSON suffix: (botom ‘my stick’, boturk ‘our stick’, etc.).

3.3.1
The suffixes expressing the possessor of singular possessed nouns are the
following:
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Singular possessed

Isg  -om/-em/-om 1pl  -unk/-iink
-m -nk
2sg  -od/-ed/-6d 2pl  -otoki-etekl-otok
-d -tok/-tekl-tok
3sg  -jal-je 3pl  -juk/-jiik
-al-e -uk/-~iik

The.se suffixes are harmonizing two- or three-form suffixes where the
ch01§:e of the appropriate variant is determined by Vowel Harmony (See
Section 1.4).

bot ‘stick’ kés ‘knife’ kor ‘circle’
1sg  botom késem kérom

2sg  botod késed kérod

3sg  botja kése kdre

1pl  botunk késiink kériink
2pl  bototok késetek korotok
3pl  boyjuk késiik koriik

The initial vowel in the 1st and 2nd person suffixes is unstable and does
not appear after vowel-final stems.

hajé ‘ship’ Erzsi ‘Beth’ kesztyd “glove’
Isg  hajom Erzsim kesztyiim

2sg  hajod Erzsid kesztyiid

3sg  hajéja Erzsije kesztyiije

1pl  hajonk Erzsink kesztyiink

2pl  hajotok Erzsitek kesztyiitok

3pl  hajéjuk Erzsijiik kesztyiijiik

w The initial suffix vowel is a/e instead of the regular o/e/é in the 2nd
person (singular and plural) and the 1st person singular after Lowering
Stems (see Section 4.1). a appears after back-vowel stems and e appears
after all front-vowel stems (including the ones that have a rounded
vowel in the stem-final syllable).

fog ‘tooth’ fiil ‘ear’ fog ‘tooth’ fiil ‘ear’
1sg  fogam fiilem 1pl  fogunk Siiliink
2sg  fogad fiiled 2pl  fogatok fiiletek
3sg  foga fiile 3pl  foguk Siiliik
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The choice between the j-less and the j-initial variants in the 3rd person
(singular and plural) is determined partly by the last sound of the stem
and partly by the class the stem belongs to:

Vowel-final stems take j-initial variants (e.g. hajdja ‘his/herfits ship’).
Consonant-final stems take j-less variants if the final consonant is 52, 2,
s, z8, ¢, S, ty, gy, ny, j, Iy, m, h (e.g. hegye ‘his/her/its mountain’, ldnya
‘his/her/its daughter’, szeme ‘his/her/its eye’, etc). Other conspnant—ﬁngl
stems may (more-or-less unpredictably) take the j-initial vgnants (botja
‘his/her/its stick’, padja ‘his/her/its bench’, karja ‘his/her/its arm’, etc.)
or the j-less one (széle ‘his/her/its edge, vére ‘his/her/its blood’, etc.)

Alternating Stems and Lowering Stems usually take j-less variants

(bokra ‘his/her/its bush’, hala ‘his/herfits fish’; see Chapter 4 and Sec-
tion 4.1).

s Note that there are many irregularities (e.g. bifne ‘his/her/its sin’, farm-
ja ‘his/her/its farm’, reggele ‘his/her/its morning’, etc.)

3.3.2
The suffixes expressing the possessor of plural possessed nouns are the

following:
Plural possessed
1sg -i/-jail-jei/-ai/-ei + -m Ipl  -i/-jail-jeil-ail-ei + -nk
2sg  -il-jail-jeil-ail-ei + -d 2pl  -il-jail-jei/-ail-ei + -tok/-tek
3sg  -i/-jail-jeil-ail-ei + ¢ 3pl  -i/-jail-jeil-ai/-ei + -k
The plural possessed suffixes consist of the plural marker and the POSSES-
SIVE/PERSON markers. The latter have just one form except in the 2nd per-

son plural where it is the harmonizing two-form suffix -fok/zek. The choice
between the variants is determined by Vowel Harmony (See Section 1.4):

botjaitok ‘youry sticks’
boraitok ‘youry wines’

késeitek ‘youry, knives’
koreitek ‘your, circles’

w= Note that there is no marker in the 3rd person singular.

The choice of the plural before the POSSESSIVE/PERSON marker is deter-
mined by several factors.
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The non-harmonizing -i variant appears if the stem ends in a vowel which
is not i:

hajo ‘ship’ kesztyil ‘glove’  hajo ‘ship’ kesztyil ‘glove’

1sg hajoim kesztyiiim 1pl  hajéink kesztyldink
2sg  hajoid kesztyiiid 2pl  hajsitok kesztytitek
3sg hajoi kesztylii 3pl  hajsik kesztyiiik

If the stem itself ends in an i, the suffix is always harmonizing -jai/-jei. The
choice between -jai/-jei is determined by Vowel Harmony (See Section 1.4):

Erzsi ‘Beth’ kocsi ‘car’ Erzsi ‘Beth’ kocsi ‘car’
1sg Erzsijeim kocsijaim I1pl Erzsijeink  kocsijaink
2sg  Erzsijeid kocsijaid 2pl Erzsijeitek  kocsijaitok
3sg Erzsijei  kocsijai 3pl Erzsijeik kocsijaik

The choice between the j-less and j-initial variants of the suffix express-
ing plural possessed is determined by the same factors as in the case of the
singular possessed 3™ person forms discussed above. If a form for singu-
lar possessed is j-less, it is j-less for plural possessed too — if it is j-initial
for singular possessed, it is j-initial for plural possessed as well.

The choice between the variant in a7 as opposed to eis determined by
Vowel Harmony (See Section 1.4):

bot ‘stick’ kés ‘knife’ kér ‘circle’
1sg botjaim késeim koreim

2sg  botjaid késeid koreid

3sg botjai kései korei

1pl " botjaink késeink kireink
2pl  botjaitok késeitek koreitek
3pl botjaik késeik koreik

s Note that the j-initial suffix variants may cause assimilation which is
unindicated in the spelling (e.g.padja [poj:0]). For the actual pronun-
ciation of the consonant clusters consisting of a consonant+j see Section
1.3.4 on Palatalization.

3.4 Nominal possessive

The NOMINAL POSSESSIVE is used when the possessor noun occurs alone
standing for the whole possessive construction (noun phrase). The nominal
possessive suffix is non-harmonic -é:
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Compare:

Az a kutya a ldnyom kutydja.
That dog is my daughter’s dog.

Az a kutya a lanyomé.
That dog is my daughter’s.
Az a kényv a tandré.

That book is the teacher’s.

bofé ‘that of the stick’
boré ‘that of the wine’
hajéé ‘that of the ship’

Az a kényv a tandr kdnyve.
That book is the teacher’s book.
késé ‘that of the knife’

koré ‘that of the circle’

kocsié ‘that of the car’

See Section 23.1 on the Possessive Construction.

3.5 Nominal possessive number

The plural marker of the NOMINAL POSSESSIVE NUMBER is the non-harmo-
nic suffix -i which only appears together with the NOMINAL POSSESSIVE
mark -¢ and expresses that there is more than one thing possessed by the
referent of the noun: ‘

Azok a kutydk a ldnyoméi. Azok a kutydk a lanyom kutydi.
Those dogs are my daughter’s.  Those dogs are my daughter’s dogs.

Azok a kdnyvek a tandréi, Azok a kdnyvek a tandr kdnyvel.
Those books are the teacher’s.  Those books are the teacher’s books.

késéi ‘those of the knife’
koréi ‘those of the circle’
kocsiéi ‘those of the car’

¥

botéi ‘those of the stick’
boréi ‘those of the wine’
hajoéi ‘those of the ship’

3.6 Case

In Hungarian a lot of the prepositional meanings found in English are
expressed by cases. The case suffixes and case(-like) endings are the fol-
lowing (approximately equivalent English prepositions are given when
possible):

Form(s Name
A ¢ NOMINATIVE
-ot/-et/-ot/-t ACCUSATIVE
-nak/-nek DATIVE ‘to, for’
B -val/-vel INSTRUMENTAL ‘with’
-ért CAUSAL-FINAL ‘for’
-vd[-vé TRANSLATIVE ‘(turning) into’
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-ban/-ben INESSIVE ‘in’
-on/-en/-énf-n SUPERESSIVE ‘on’
-ndl/-nél ADESSIVE ‘at’

D -ba/-be ILLATIVE ‘into’
-bol/-bdl ELATIVE ‘out of”’
-rolf-rél DELATIVE ‘from, about’
-ral-re SUBLATIVE ‘onto’
-tol/-t61 ABLATIVE ‘from’
-hoz/-hez/-hoz ALLATIVE ‘to’

-ig TERMINATIVE ‘up to, until’

E -kor TEMPORAL ‘at’
-ontaf-ente/-dnte/ DISTRIBUTIVE-TEMPORAL  ‘repeatedly,

-ntal-nte every...
F -onként/-enként/ DISTRIBUTIVE ‘repeatedly,
-Onként/-nként every...
-ostul/-estiil/ ASSOCIATIVE ‘together with’
-Ostiil{-stul/-stiil
-ként FORMALIS ‘as, like’
-il ESSIVE ‘as, like’

3.6.1 Functions

The cases in group A are syntactic cases, i.e. their use is determined by
the function of the word in the sentence/construction. The subject in a
Hungarian sentence is in the NOMINATIVE (Miklés ajdndékot adott Kris-
téfnak. Kristdéfnak ajandékot adott Miklés. ‘Nicholas gave Christopher a
present.’), the direct object is in the ACCUSATIVE (Miklés ajandékot adott
Kristofnak. Kristéfnak ajdndékot adott Mikiés. ‘Nicholas gave Christopher
a present.’), and the indirect object is usually in the DATIVE (Miklds ajdn-
dékot adott Kristéfnak. Kristéfnak ajandékot adott Miklés. ‘Nicholas gave
Christopher a present’.) Some verbs and complex verbs in infinitival con-
structions take a DATIVE subject (Kristdfnak kell rdjénnie. ‘Christopher
must find out., see Section 23.5.2). The DATIVE is also used in the posses-
sive construction (Kristéfnak az ajdndéka ‘Christopher’s present’, see
Section 23.1). Note that the DATIVE has non-syntactic uses as well, e.g.
Nekiddlt a falnak. ‘He leaned against the wall’

The cases in group B express ‘instrument’ (INSTRUMENTAL, e.g. Baltdval
vdgta a f4t. ‘He cut wood with an axe’ ), ‘purpose’ (CAUSAL-FINAL, €.g.
A szabadsdgért harcoltak. ‘They fought for freedom.) and ‘result’ (TRANSLA-
TIVE, e.g. Pillangévd vdltozott. ‘She turned into a butterfly.’).
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The cases in group C relate to place. For example, A szobdban olvas.
‘(S)he is reading in the room.” (INESSIVE).

The cases in group D express direction. Some of them can be used in both
spatial and temporal senses, e.g. Elsérdlt a hdzig. ‘He walked up to the
house.’; Nyolcig dolgozunk. ‘We work until eight.” (TERMINATIVE).

The cases in group E have to do with time. For example, Taldlkozzunk
nyolckor. ‘Let’s meet at eight’(TEMPORAL); Naponta taldlkoztunk. ‘We
met every day/daily.’ (DISTRIBUTIVE-TEMPORAL).

The cases in group F are a mixed bag. The DISTRIBUTIVE is like the DISTRIB-
UTIVE-TEMPORAL, but it can be used non-temporally (Kényvenként adom
el a kényvtdramat. ‘1 am selling my library by the book.’). Other exam-
ples: Kutydstul beugrott a t6ba. ‘(S)he/it jumped into the lake together
with her/his/its dog.’; Emberként nem fogadhatom el az egyenlétlenséget.
‘As a human being I cannot accept inequality.’; Emberiil viselkedett. ‘(S)he
behaved as a human being’.

o= In addition to these uses, verbs/nouns/adjectives often require that their
dependent noun(s) appear in a certain case (‘government’). The required
cases are (more-or-less) unpredictable and must be learnt separately
for each verb/noun/adjective. For example, vagyik N+SUBLATIVE ‘long
for N’: Békére vdgyik. ‘(S)he/it longs for peace’; alkalmazkodik N+ALLA-
TIVE ‘adapt to N’: Alkalmazkodtunk a meleg idéjardshoz. “We adapted
to the hot weather’; szerelmes N+ILLATIVE ‘in love with N° Szerelmes
Amanddba. ‘(S)he/it is in love with Amanda’.

3.6.2 Forms

Some of the case suffixes are harmonizing three-form suffixes (like -hoz/
-hez/-hoz) or two-form suffixes (like -nak/-nek), others are non-harmonic
(like -kor). The choice between the variants of the harmonic suffixes is
determined by Vowel Harmony (See Section 1.4):

dob ‘drum’ szem ‘eye’ kod ‘fog’
NOMINATIVE dob szem kod
ACCUSATIVE dobot szemet kadot
DATIVE dobnak szemnek kodnek
INSTRUMENTAL dobbal szemmel koddel
CAUSAL-FINAL dobért szemért kodért
TRANSLATIVE dobbd szemmé koddé
INESSIVE dobban szemben kodben
SUPERESSIVE dobon szemen kodon
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ADESSIVE dobnadl szemnél kddnél
ILLATIVE dobba szembe kodbe
ELATIVE dobbol szembol kodbol
DELATIVE dobrol szemrol kédrél
SUBLATIVE dobra szemre kodre
ABLATIVE dobtol szemtol kodtol
ALLATIVE dobhoz szemhez kodhioz
TERMINATIVE dobig szemig kodig
DISTRIBUTIVE dobonként szemenként kodonként
ASSOCIATIVE dobostul szemestiil kodostiil
FORMALIS dobként szemként kodként

3.6.2.1 temporal and distributive-temporal

The TEMPORAL and the DISTRIBUTIVE-TEMPORAL suffixes behave as normal
harmonic suffixes, but only combine with temporal expressions (naponta,
‘every day’, hetente, ‘every week’, csiitortokonte, ‘every Thursday’).

3.6.2.2 accusative
The initial vowel of the ACCUSATIVE -ot/-et/-4t is unstable.
(i) It does not appear (and thus we get the -¢ variant)
a. if the stem ends in a vowel s
hajét ‘ship+acc’ kocsit ‘car+ACC’ kesztytit ‘glove+acc’

b. if the stem ends in a vowel followed by the consonants sz, z, s, Zs,
J, v, L1 n, ny, ssz, zz, ss, ll, rr, nn, nny, ns, nsz, nz.

részt ‘part+ACC’ dzsesszt ‘jazz4+AaccC’
gozt ‘vapour+Aacc’ vigydzzt ‘ Attention!+AccC’
kést ‘kinfe+acc’ brosst ‘brooch+acc’
gardzst ‘garage+AcCC’

séhajt ‘sigh+acc’

sulyt “‘weight+acc’

dalt ‘song+AcC’ futballt ‘football+acc’
bort ‘wine+AcC’ orrt ‘nose+ACC’
szint ‘colour+AccC’ finnt ‘Finn+acc’
lanyt ‘girl+Aacc’ genny(e)t  ‘pus+accC’
protestanst ‘protestant+acc’

reneszdnszt ‘renaissance+AcCC’

pénzt ‘money+ACC’
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(ii) The unstable vowel appears

a. when the stem ends in a consonant or consonant cluster other than
the ones listed above:

dobot ‘drum+acc’ szemet ‘eye+ACC’ kadot ‘fog+acc’

b. if the stem is a Lowering Stem, in which case the unstable vowel is
irregularly a/e (see Section 4.1 on noun stems). The choice of a vs.
e is determined by Vowel Harmony (See Section 1.4):

1z Note that the accusative of Lowering Stems does have a vowel even
when the stem happens to end in a consonant after which there is no
vowel in regular stems.

hasat ‘stomach+AcC’ tehenet ‘cow+ACC’  fiilet ‘ear+acc’
varat ‘castle+acc’ vizet ‘water+AcC’ kdnnyet ‘tear+AccC’

= Note that the unstable vowel appears in the accusative of Vowel-delet-
ing Stems even when they happen to end in a consonant after which
there is no vowel in a regular stem. (See Section 4.2).
okol “fist’ oklot “fist+acc’
okor ‘ox’ oklot ‘OX+ACC’

3.6.2.3 superessive, associative, distributive-temporal, distributive

The initial vowel of the SUPERESSIVE (-on/-en/-6n), the ASSOCIATIVE (-ostul/
-estiil/-ostiil) the DISTRIBUTIVE-TEMPORAL (-onta/-ente/-Gnte) and the DIS-
TRIBUTIVE (-onként/-enként/-Onként/-nként) is unstable: it does not appear
after stems ending in a vowel:

SUPERESSIVE ASSOCIATIVE DISTRIBUTIVE
hajon hajostul hajonként

‘on (a) ship’ ‘together with (a) ship’ ‘for every ship’
kocsin kocsistul kocsinként

‘on (a) car’ ‘together with (a) car’ ‘for every car’
tevén tevéstiil tevénként

‘on (a) camel’ ‘together with (a) camel’ ‘for every camel’

After Lowering Stems (See Chapter 4 on noun stems) the initial vowel
of .the the ASSOCIATIVE, the DISTRIBUTIVE-TEMPORAL, the DISTRIBUTIVE,
but not the SUPERESSIVE is -ale instead of the regular -o/e/d:
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ASSOCIATIVE DISTRIBUTIVE-TEMPORAL ~ DISTRIBUTIVE
fogastul nyaranta foganként
‘together with (a) tooth’  ‘every summer’ ‘for every tooth
fejestiil telente fejenként
‘together the head’ ‘every winter’ ‘per head
fiilestiil - fiilenként ,
‘together with (an) ear’ ‘for every ear

SUPERESSIVE

fogon ‘on (a) tooth’
BUT fejen ‘on the head’

fiilén ‘on (an) ear’

3.6.2.4. instrumental, translative o
The INSTRUMENTAL (-val/-vel) and the TRANSLATIVE (-vd/-vé) are only v-ini-
tial after stems that end with a vowel:

INSTRUMENTAL TRANSLATIVE

hajoval ‘with (a) ship’ hajévd ‘(turn) @nto a ship’
kocsival ‘with (a) car’ kocsivd ‘(turn) into a car
kesztyiivel ~“with (a) glove’ kesztyiivé “(tumn) into a glove

Otherwise, when the stem ends with a consonant, the initial v of -val/-vel,
-vd/-vé becomes identical with the stem-final consonant:

INSTRUMENTAL TRANSLATIVE

dobbal ‘with (a) drum’ dobbd ‘(turn) into a drum’
szemmel ‘with (an) eye’ szemmé  ‘(turn) into an eye’ .
tokkel ‘with (a) pumpkin’  tokké ‘(turn) into a pumpkin

s Not all v-initial suffixes behave in this way. There are non-alternating
v-inital suffixes as well (such as -van ‘-ty’: hatvan ‘sixty’, deverbal
noun-forming -vdny/-vény: ldtvdny ‘sight’, deverbal adverb-forming
-ya/-ve: lopva ‘stealthily’), which are y-initial after vowel-final stems,
but whose initial v remains unchanged even after consonant-final stems.
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Hungarian stems typically do not change when suffixes are added to them.
Regular exceptions to this generalisation result from the sound rules dis-
cussed in Chapter 1: Regressive Voice Assimilation (Section 1.3.1), Degem-
ination (Section 1.3.2), Affrication (Section 1.3.3), Palatalization (Section
1.3.4), Nasal Place Assimilation (Section 1.3.5), and Final a, ¢ Lengthen-
ing (Section 1.5). These are regular in the sense that they automatically
and exceptionlessly apply to the last sound of every stem that comes under
the purview of any of these rules. Regressive Voice Assimilation, Degem-
ination, Affrication, Palatalization and Nasal Place Assimilation are not
indicated by the spelling, but Final a, e Lengthening is.

There are, however, some irregular stem types, which do change when
suffixes are added to them or cause unpredictable changes in the suffixes.
The nominal ones are the following:

4.1 Lowering Stems

Lowering Stems do not change themselves, but cause some irregularities
in the choice of the suffix variants. After these stems

(1) the suffix-initial unstable vowel is -a/e instead of the regular -o/e/é
(not in the Superessive!), and

(ii) the unstable vowel of the accusative is retained even after stem-final
consonants that otherwise cause the deletion of the unstable vowels.

Compare

REGULAR STEM LOWERING STEM

dalok ‘song+pPL’ falak ‘wall+pL’

kételyek ‘doubt+pL’ helyek  ‘place+pL’

tejfélom ‘sour cream+POSS/PERS:1sg’ blem ‘lap+POSS/PERS: 1sg’
dalt ‘song+acc’ falat ‘wall+Acc’

kételyt  ‘doubt+acc’ helyet ‘place+acc’

tejfolt  ‘sour cream+POSS/PERS: 1sg’ olet ‘lap+acc’
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v For further examples see Section 3.2.1 for the PLURAL, Section 3.3.
for the relevant POSSESSIVE/PERSON suffixes, and Section 3.6.2. for the
ACCUSATIVE, the SUPERESSIVE, the ASSOCIATIVE, the DISTRIBUTIVE-TEM-
PORAL and the DISTRIBUTIVE.

The following is a list of some common nominal Lowering Stems:

agdr  ‘greyhound’ hid ‘bridge’ rud ‘pole’
ag ‘branch’ hold ‘moon’ sdr ‘mud’
agy ‘brain’ hé ‘snow’ sugdr ‘ray’
agy ‘bed’ holgy  ‘lady’ szamdr ‘donkey’ -
ar ‘price’ in ‘tendon’ szakdll ‘beard’
drny ‘shadow’ kandl  ‘spoon’ szdj ‘mouth’
bogdr ‘beetle’ kéz ‘hand’ szdrny ‘wing’
bdj ‘charm’ kosar  ‘basket’ szél ‘wind’
bél ‘bowels’ kénny ‘tear’ szén ‘coal’
csik ‘stripe’ kényv  ‘book’ 526 ‘word’
csé ‘pipe’ ké ‘stone’ 5208 ‘nail’
csond  ‘silence’ kit ‘well’ szérny ‘monster’
dardzs ‘wasp’ lab ‘leg’ szliz ‘virgin’
daru  ‘crane’ levél  ‘leaf’ tal ‘dish’
dél ‘noon’ 16 ‘horse’ talp ‘sole’
ér ‘vein’ lud ‘goose’ tdrgy  ‘object’
ész ‘mind’ lyuk ‘hole’ tdrs ‘partner’
fal ‘wall’ maddr ‘bird’ tehén  ‘cow’
falu ‘village’ mdj ‘liver’ tej ‘milk’
fej ‘head’ mell ‘breast’ teti ‘louse’
fél ‘half’ méz ‘honey’ tel ‘winter’
férj ‘husband’ mész  ‘lime’ tér ‘square’
fondal  ‘thread’ mocsdr ‘marsh’ t6 ‘lake’
fog ‘tooth’ mil ‘work of art’ toll ‘feather’
fold ‘earth, ground’ nyak  ‘neck’ té ‘stem’
fiil ‘ear’ nydr ‘summer’ tégy ‘udder’
i ‘grass’ nyél ‘handle’ télgy  ‘oak’
gally  ‘twig’ nyil ‘arrow’ térzs  ‘tribe’
gyar ‘factory’ nyul ‘rabbit’ tiiz ‘fire’
haj ‘hair’ oldal  ‘side’ ur ‘gentleman’
hal “fish’ ) ‘lap’ ut ‘road’
has ‘stomach’ oy ‘belt’ ugy ‘affair’
haz ‘house’ pardzs ‘ash’ urtigy ‘pretext’
héj ‘peel’ pohdr  ‘glass, cup’ ujj ‘finger’
hely ‘place’ réz ‘copper’ vagy ‘desire’
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var ‘castle’ vall ‘shoulder’ viz ‘water’
vaj ‘butter’ vdszon ‘linen’ volgy  ‘valley’

Although it is unpredictable which nominal stem is a Lowering Stem, some
irregular noun classes are always lowering as well. All nominal v-stems
and Vowel-shortening Stems are Lowering Stems (See Sections 4.3 and
4.4).

4.1.1 Lowering suffixes

Not only stems, but suffixes may be lowering too. For example, the PLURAL
and the POSSESSIVE/PERSON suffixes lower:

bardtokat  ‘stick+PLURAL+ACC’
bardtomatr ‘stick+POSS/PERS:1sg+ACC’

compare bardtot ‘stick+acc’

The noun-forming -sdg/-ség ‘-ship, -ness’ does not:

bardtsdgot ‘friend+ship+acc’ compare bardtot ‘stick+Acc’

w= Inflectional suffixes are lowering, derivational suffixes are non-lower-
ing (unless they are adjective-forming [See Chapter 22 on derivational
suffixes])

Some stems are subject to changes depending on the shape of the suffix
(alternating stems). The nominal ones are the following:

4.2 Vowel-deleting Stems

These stems all end in a vowel followed by a single consonant. The vowel
preceding the stem-final consonant is regularly o/e/d (there are four excep-
tional nominal stems: vacak ‘worthless thing’, kazal ‘haystack’, ajak ‘lip’,
bajusz ‘moustache’).

In Vowel-deleting Stems the vowel preceding the stem-final consonant
deletes if the suffix attached to the stem begins with a vowel. Suffixes
with initial unstable vowels keep their suffix-initial vowels and behave
like vowel-initial suffixes:

C-initial suffix V-initial suffix

bokor ‘bush’ bokorbarn ‘in (a) bush’

bokrok ‘bushes’
eper ‘strawberry’ eperben ‘in (a) strawberry’ eprek ’strawberries’
okor ‘ox’ okorber  ‘in (an) ox’ okrék ‘oxen’
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TERMINATIVE -ig, CAUSAL-FINAL -ért, and NOMINAL POSSESSIVE -é are excep-
tional because they begin with a vowel, but do not cause vowel deletion
in Vowel-deleting Stems:

-ig -ért -é
bokor ‘bush’ bokorig bokorért bokoré
eper ‘strawberry’ eperig eperért eperé
okor  ‘ox’ okorig okorért okoré

ez Note that in the ACCUSATIVE the unstable vowel of the accusative suffix
appears after Vowel-deleting Stems even when they happen to end in
a consonant after which there is no vowel in the ACCUSATIVE in a regu-
lar stem. (See Section 3.6.2.2).

okél “fist’ oklot “fist+acc’

okor ‘ox’ okrot ‘oX+AcCC’

haszon ‘profit’ hasznot ‘profit+acc’
torony ‘tower’ tornyot ‘tower+Aacc’
bagoly ‘owl baglyot ‘owl+acc’

bajusz ‘moustache’ bajszot ‘moustache+AccC’

ez Some nominal Vowel-deleting Stems are Lowering Stems as well.

“The following is a list of some common nominal Vowel-deleting Stems
(the underlined ones are Lowering Stems):

ajak ‘lip’ arok ‘tail’

dlom ‘dream’ fdjdalom ‘pain’
drok ‘trench’ fatyol ‘veil’

dtok ‘curse’ félelem ‘fear’
bagoly ‘owl’ fészek ‘nest’
bajusz ‘moustache’ figyelem ‘attention’
bator ‘brave’ fogalom ‘notion’
birodalom ‘empire’ forgalom ‘traffic’
bokor ‘bush’ forradalom ‘revolution’
csokor ‘bunch of flowers’ fogoly ‘prisoner’
cukor ‘sugar’ godor ‘pothole’
dolog ‘thing’ gyomor ‘stomach’
eper ‘strawberry’ gyotrelem  ‘suffering’
ezer ‘thousand’ gybzelem  ‘victory’
érem ‘medal’ haszon ‘profit’
értelem ‘sense’ hatalom ‘power’
érzelem ‘emotion’ hdrom ‘three’
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iker ‘twin’ pokol ‘hell’
irodalom  ‘literature’ sarok ‘corner’
izgalom ‘excitement’ sdtor ‘tent’
izom ‘muscle’ selyem ‘silk’
jutalom ‘reward’ szatyor ‘bag’
kapocs ‘clasp’ Szerelem ‘love’
kereskedelem ‘commerce’ szirom ‘petal’
kényelem  ‘comfort’ szobor ‘sculpture’
kéreg ‘bark of a tree’ tarsadalom ‘society’
korom ‘soot’ telek ‘land’
kolyok ‘kid’ terem ‘hall’
korom ‘pail’ titok ‘secret’
malom ‘mill’ torok ‘throat’
marok ‘grip’ torony ‘tower’
meder ‘riverbed’ torténelem  ‘history’
majom ‘monkey’ tiicsok ‘cricket’
méreg ‘poison’ tiikor ‘mirror’
obol ‘bay’ tiirelem ‘patience’
dkol “fist’ vacak ‘worthless thing’
okor ‘ox’ vdszon ‘linen’
olom ‘lead’ veszedelem ‘danger’
piszok “filth’ vodor ‘bucket’

s Note that all Hungarian nouns ending in -alom/-elem are Vowel-delet-
ing Stems.

ez Note that vowel-deleting nouns ending in -alom are all Lowering Stems.
(Nouns ending in -elem are also Lowering Stems, but this in unde-
tectable in Standard Hungarian [the dialect described in this book]).

r= Note that in three words pehely ‘fluff’, kehely ‘chalice’ and teher
‘weight’, not only is there a vowel loss, but the consonants flanking
the unstable stem vowel change places when the vowel is deleted:

C-initial suffix V-initial suffix

terhek ‘weights’
kelyhek ‘chalices’
pelyhek ‘fluffs’

teherben ‘in (a) weight’
kehelyben’in (a) chalice’
pehelyben ‘in (a) fluff’

teher ‘weight’
kehely ‘chalice’
pehely ‘fluff’
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4.3 v-stems

There are a small number of stems that end in a vowel in isolation and
before a consonant-initial suffix, but end in the consonant v when fol-
lowed by a vowel-initial suffix.

sr TERMINATIVE -ig, CAUSAL-FINAL -ért, and NOMINAL POSSESSIVE -é do not
trigger the changes to the stems described below, i. e. although they
are vowel-initial, the shape of v-stems preceding them is the same as
in isolation. (e.g. tdig, faluért, t3¢é etc.)

s Note that all nominal v-stems are also Lowering Stems (e.g. lovak ‘hors-
es’, csévek ‘pipes’).

4.3.1 v-adding Stems

L6 ‘horse’, fil ‘grass’, nyd ‘maggot’, tJ ‘stem’, , ¢sé ‘pipe’, kJ ‘stone’, mif
‘work of art’, 46 ‘snow’, szo ‘word’ and ¢6 ‘lake’ add a final v before vowel-
initial suffixes (suffixes with an unstable initial vowel count as vowel-ini-
tial suffixes).

4.3.1.1
L6 ‘horse’, fil ‘grass’, nyil ‘“maggot’, tJ ‘stem’, csé ‘pipe’, kJ ‘stone’ shorten
their vowels when they take a v before a vowel-initial suffix:
C-initial suffix V-initjal suffix
lo  ‘horse’ léban  ‘in (a) horse’ lovak ‘horses’
csé  ‘pipe’ csében ‘in (a) pipe’ csovek ‘pipes’

= Note that the vowel of miZ ‘work of art’ is a v-adding Stem, but does not
shorten: mivek ‘works of art’.

4.3.1.2
In the three stems /6 ‘snow’, sz6 ‘word’ and 6 ‘lake’ stem-final 6 changes
into av before a vowel-initial suffix:

C-initial suffix V-initial suffix

hé  ‘snow’ hoéban  ‘in snow’ havat  ‘snow+AcCC’
sz6 ‘word’ szoban ‘in (a) word’ szavak ‘words’
to  ‘lake’ téban  ‘in (a) lake’ tavak  ‘lakes’

= Note that the Accusative of szé6 ‘word’ is szor.
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4.3.2 VoWeI-to-v Stems

In the three stems falu ‘village’, daru ‘crane,,,’ and fetif ‘louse’ the stem-
final vowel changes into v before a vowel-initial suffix:

C-initial suffix V-initial suffix
falu ‘village’ faluban ‘in (a) village’ falvak ‘villages’
daru ‘crane’ darubar ‘in (a) crane’ darvak ‘cranes’
tetii ‘louse’ tetdtben ‘in (a) louse’ tetvek  ‘lice’

sz Note that these stems can be used in a regular non-alternating way
(e.g. faluk ‘villages’) and sometimes it is more usual to use them in a
regular way (e.g. darut ‘crane+AacCcC’, tetiit ‘louse+ACC’).

4.4 Vowel Shortening Stems

Some stems shorten their last (or only) stem vowel when followed by
vowel-initial suffixes:

C-initial suffix V-initial suffix
nydr ‘summer’, nydrban ‘in (a) summer’  nyarak ‘summers’
kéz ‘hand’ kézben ‘in (a) hand’ kezek ‘hands’
tiiz  ‘fire’ tiizben ‘in (a) fire’ tiizek  ‘fires’

1= TERMINATIVE -ig, CAUSAL-FINAL -ért, and NOMINAL POSSESSIVE -é do
not cause vowel shortening (e.g. nydrig, tizért, kézé, etc.), although
they are vowel-initial.

e Note that the SUPERESSIVE -on/-en/-6n does not cause vowel shortening
in most cases (e.g. nydron, kézé, etc.). It optionally can if the vowel
is { or i (tizén [ty:zgn/tyz@nl]; vizen [vizen/vizen] ‘on water’).
Fii ‘grass’ always shortens in the SUPERESSIVE: flivin

rx Note that all Vowel-shortening Stems are Lowering Stems (e.g. nyarak
‘summers’, tiizek ‘fires’).

The following is a list of some common nominal Vowel-shortening Stems:

agadr ‘greyhound’ derék  ‘waist’ fedél ‘lid’

bél ‘bowels’ ég ‘sky’ fél ‘half’
bogdr  ‘beetle’ egér ‘mouse’ fenék  ‘buttocks’
csé ‘pipe’ elég ‘enough’ fonal  ‘thread’
dardzs ‘wasp’ ér ‘vein’ fi ‘grass’
aél ‘noon’ ész ‘mind’ gyokér ‘root’
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hét ‘week’ 1] ‘horse’ szamdr ‘donkey’
hid ‘bridge’ lud ‘goose’ szekér  ‘cart’

in ‘tendon’ madadr ‘bird’ szél ‘wind’
Jjég ‘ice’ mész  ‘lime’ szemét  ‘litter’
kandl  ‘spoon’ mocsdr ‘marsh’ szén ‘coal’
kenyér ‘bread’ nehéz  ‘heavy’ szlz ‘virgin’
kerék  ‘wheel’ néy ‘name’ tehén  ‘cow’
kéz ‘hand nydr ‘summer’ tél ‘winter’
kosdr  ‘basket’ nyél ‘handle’ tenyér ‘palm’
koél ‘rope’ nyil ‘arrow’ tér ‘square’
kozép  ‘middle’ nyiil ‘rabbit’ t6 ‘stem’
ké ‘stone’ pardzs ‘embers’ tiz “fire’

kit ‘well’ pohdr  ‘glass, cup’ ur ‘lord’

lé ‘juice’ réz ‘copper’ ut ‘road’
légy ‘fly’ - rud ‘pole’ veréb  ‘sparrow’
lélek ‘soul’ sar ‘mud’ viz ‘water’
levél ‘letter’ sugdr  ‘ray’

vz Note that /élek ‘soul’ is the only Shortening Stem in which the shorten-
ing vowel is not in the last syllable of the stem: Jelket ‘soul+acc’ (it is
also a Vowel-deleting Stem).

4.5 Unrounding Stems

There are a fe?w stems with final § and ¢ that change these vowels into e
gnd a respectively when followed by certain POSSESSIVE/PERSON suffixes,
In particular the ones that may begin with i or j (i.e. all the Plural Possessed

suffixes (see Section 3.3.2) and the Singular Possessed 3rd person suffixes
(see Section 3.3.1)):

erdé ‘forest’ erdeje ‘her forest’ erdeitek ‘your forests’
ajté  ‘door’ ajtaja  ‘his door’ ajtaitok ‘your doors’

The commonest Unrounding Stems are the following:

idé ‘time’ esztendé  ‘year’
erdd ‘forest’ erd ‘power’
ajté ‘door’ tidé ‘lung’
teté ‘top’ mezd ‘field’
zdszI6 ‘flag’

However, these stems may behave in a regular way, i.e. the change is
sometimes optional (e.g. erddje ‘her/his forest’).
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4.6 Final Vowel-deleting Stems

There are three stems, borji ‘calf’, varji ‘crow’, and ifjii ‘youth’, that may
delete their stem-final vowels in the same environment as the one in Sec-
tion 4.5 and before the PLURAL:

borji  borja ‘its calf’ borjaitok ‘your calves’  borjak ‘calves’
ifju ifja ‘her youth’ ifjaitok  ‘your youths’ ifjak  ‘youths’
varjii  varja ‘his crow’  varjaitok ‘your crows’ varjak ‘crows’

However, these stems may behave in a regular way, i.e. the change is
sometimes optional (e.g. varjija ‘her/his/its crow’, borjuk ‘calves’).

4.7 Miscellaneous irregular stems

wF fii ‘son’ has irregular singular and plural possessed forms (it deletes
the final vowel and is a back-harmonic Lowering Stem). Note that fii
‘boyfriend’ is regular:

fi ‘son’ fiu ‘boyfriend’

SINGULAR POSSESSED  1sg fiam fitim
2sg fiad fiud
3sg fia fitija

) ' Ipl  fiunk fiink
2pl fiatok fiutok
3pl fiuk fidjuk

PLURAL POSSESSED 1sg fiaim fidim
2sg fiaid fiuid
3sg  fiai Sfiai
1pl fiaink fiuink
2pl fiaitok fititok
3pl fiaik fivik

sz Some of the singular and plural possessed forms of apa ‘father’ and anya
‘mother’ are irregular (in these forms the stem-final vowel is deleted
and the appropriate suffix-variants attach to the consonant-final stem).

38

4. Noun stems

apa ‘father’ anya ‘mother’

SINGULAR POSSESSED Isg apdm anydm

2sg apdd anydd

3sg apja anyja

Ipl apdnk anydnk

2pl apdtok anydtok

3pl apjuk anyjuk
PLURAL POSSESSED Isg apdim anydim

2sg apdid anydid

3sg apjai/apdi anyjai/anydi

1pl apdink anydink

2pl apditok anydgitok

3pl apjaik/apdik anyjaik/anydik

v Note that for many speakers bdty ‘elder brother’ and dcs ‘younger broth-
er’ only have POSSESSIVE forms.

<y Some of the singular and plural possessed forms of szdj ‘mouth’ have
irregular alt.emative variants (in which the stem-final j is deleted and
the appropriate suffix-variants attach to the vowel-final stem).

szdj ‘mouth’

SINGULAR POSSESSED  lsg szdm/szdjam
2sg szdd/szdjad
3sg szdja

Ipl szdnk/szdjunk
2pl szdtok/szdjatok
3pl szdjuk
PLURAL POSSESSED Isg szdjaim
2sg szdjaid
3sg szdjai
1pl szdjaink
2pl szdjaitok
3pl szdjaik

vz The ACCUSATIVE and the PLURAL of bird Jjudge’ are birdt (rare) and bi-
rdk respectively in addition to the regular forms birét and birék. The
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singul.ar anc.1 plural possessed forms also have irregular alternative vari-
ants (in which the stem-final 6 changes to an 4).

5. Postpositions

bird ‘judge’

SINGULAR POSSESSED  1lsg biram/birém
2sg birdd/biréd
3sg birdaja/biréja
1pl birank/bironk Some of the prepositional meanings found in English are expressed in
2pl birdtok/birsrok Hungarian by postpositions. In this respect postpositions are like case
3pl birdjuk/biréjuk endings. However, they are not attached to the noun itself, but follow it
PLURAL POSSESSED Isg birdim/biréim as a separate word (az eldadds utdn ‘after the performarlce’z ar}d may even
2sg birdid/biréid refer to more than one noun or a nominal group (az eldadds és a vacsora
3sg birdilbirdi utdn ‘after the performance and the dinner’). As their name suggests post-
positions normally follow the noun or nominal group they refer to.
1pl birdink/biréink
2pl birditok/biréitok The most important postpositions are the following:
3pl birdik/biréik . ) )
Post- Orientation Meaning Usage
e The PLURAL of férfi ‘man, male’ is férfiak. position
' elort STATE ‘in front of, before’ SPACE, TIME
elé DIRECTION:5t0 ‘to+in front of” SPACE
eldl DIRECTION:¢-from  ‘from-+in front of” SPACE
maogott STATE ‘behind’ SPACE
mogé DIRECTION:—t0 ‘to+behind’ SPACE
mogiil DIRECTION:¢-from ‘from+behind’ SPACE
alatt STATE ‘under, below, during’ SPACE, TIME
ald DIRECTION:—t0 ‘to+below’ SPACE
alél DIRECTION:¢-from ‘from+below’ SPACE
folotiffelett STATE ‘above, over’ SPACE
folé DIRECTION:—5t0 ‘to+above’ SPACE
foliil DIRECTION:¢-from ‘above’ SPACE
mellett STATE ‘next to’ SPACE
mellé DIRECTION:—t0 ‘to+next to’ SPACE
melldl DIRECTION:¢from  ‘from-+next to’ SPACE
kozort STATE ‘between, among’ SPACE, TIME
kozé DIRECTION:—t0 ‘to+between/among’  SPACE
koziil DIRECTION:¢from ‘from-+between/among’ SPACE
felé DIRECTION: —5t0 ‘towards’ SPACE
40 feldsl DIRECTION:¢<-from  ‘from the direction of” SPACE
a1




5. Postpositions

5. Postpositions

MITA T COVRfIMOK/AW UL IULAZS  YIIGUIIZS YUmULPzZS  2JULIPZS  PANNIZS  WDULIDIS  JULDZS
**0Jo/NOK /W INOHIM ynpezu yaipyau Fyunpyiau iU pamyigu woigu NI
**+0¥o/noK oUW JO IsNEedIq yRPDIU yowpIu NUnIDIU v poup oD o
-+ *o)9/nok o Jo Jsutese ynuaj2 Ya39ua]]2 yunuaja auajja pauajja waual)e U2
“+*019/noK /W JO praIsul yauakjay  ya1anakjay yquniakiay anaf)ay panakjay  wanadjay  yakjay
**0Je/NOA/oW ULy} Y30 Fupnay yaranary Fqumnazy amary pamazy wamary mayy
UOHORIIP "+ )3/ I0K/Aux woxy A1912f ya11912f yun91af 219124 paig12f woaig12f 1919
***0J3/nOA /oUWl SPIEMO] yniz1af y21312f yugjaf a19f paraf wjaf a13f
**ouwl Buoure/usemiaq woly ymnzey ya1211z0y Uz amzoy papmzay wamzay mzoy
"**aul Fuowre/usamiaq o ynlpzoy y212z9% yuzz0y 2z pazey wazoy 2204
**'nOA/oul FUOLWER/USSMISQ Annozoy y2123192Y HUNHIZYY 21929% pangzoy wanQzey  HOXQY
++0je/nok /o 03 JXaU uIoxy ynonou ya1219119U yunjonou 219112 paignou wajgou 9119
***0)9/noA /o 03 1XaU 0} ynlopaw yo19119U yugpou 2o pajjaw wpew aqjout
“o)o/Mok/oW O} IXAU  ynudjjow  y2Ianafau yupayaw  oNpljow  paudNaW  Wajanaw popau
"+olo/nok /o SA0QE el Yool yumnof omof pamef  womief 1ol
**0}o/N0K /oUW SAOQE 0} ynlz10f ¥21219f yu10f 219f p219f wief a19f
***0)9/NOA /U SA0QE ynuajaf ya1an21af yuniaaf a12)3f panajaf wiaajaf nayaf
opjnokjeworoqe  ymigief  ywongief  yummeief  eugief  pandie) wonglof  Ho1ef
**+0)9/nok/oul 40[aq WO ynoo yoi|9|p yunorp viow poioIw wojop 1910
**+0)e/nok /o Mo[aq 0} mippw yomp yupio b ppiv wpw v
**+019/nok/ow mo[aq ynup yowuvn yunpp DUDID ponDID W o
~-ojo/nokjow pumeq woty  ymnSow  yawomSow  yummdow  apndoul pomnsou  wamdou  m3gut
“*o)/nokfow puryaq o “ynlpsou ¥21280U yupdou 230w padow w280 28gut
***0J9/NOA oUW pUTyaq ynuoSow  ya1211930w yunnodou anoSow  pajosou wonedow o3t
" *0Ja/aul JO JUOLy UL Woiy gz ¥2121912 yunjgia 21912 pa1912 wajgre 1918
**0J8/n0A/aU JO JUOLY UT 0} ynlar2 yaig12 yug? 219 pare wapa 212
*++0)9/noA /o JO JUOIY Ul ANNQ]7 ¥212310]2 Funng2 2110712 paugs3 wangla 11012
1dg 1dz dy 3sg sz asT
ERAEEITY STII0J [eurlouold
B = BW o gl oo v~
v \ o ood ) v O - .
2 2 S3£25%f 58E%sbzs wglud
e o Ba o e:ofhcn..mn o.mm,mWhm mmpmm
NN o=
g2@a 2582 2 SR SEJE2%0 R REE: B o E2<S
= 50 = =] |2 RIS, =.° 8 =, a..l.lfd fm.OOI
F< FE¥<kE & mmccmarmoem S8R - 2 T ES AT
o of 2o of mRmm S 28852 -SSR 25 283 ¢ .E
OQ OEQQ Q ) = £ d.r5 956 ¢ E2C NS5 S =25 E
22 2237 ¢ 9898 gaz23 cyfsgcs A58Y¥8Eo REZSE
n o < nn 7] FRERE <<<<< MmTpnwm,mm .%WWMmm%C.nm%Om
ZoY9E8® oo Coea Yoz L2 oA
S&0 o2 252 .lmlm'/,Sd—_lC .hoa31
= L3838 0% Q ] 00 S ou s
© " = %] m O 2+ I 7.5 2 om g
Z e .02 0 2 oM. S 0Y 2% 40
e R v E5 32”8 a0 T2=88 92% g8
= & 2 2 v w 22208355 . 8=wi a5 ES CEBE7Z
B0 . 9 o) g =1 - tmfn.b“uq) So=2 4w B8 S -
5 2 v 5. o == - o ES€0 0.8 8% 2T NE 70 5200 A
= YR8~ s—~ T =2 , 4t =28y g a8Egnn 8L Rowv 2
50 = T = = © McVJethMWd.mn..mcme(aw‘mese%
) < 5 = 5 ~ow5 F9 O .o © P jud
S8 29ERE S.¥, 3B8EE TEGESINE FHe5UyEC 3 EES o
= n [ —_ Q. < |25 - R = = 9 2 L f.= «n O =
=48 5 Yoitdt d03E 2 S 2 3 O T 2O meEs &5 v g8
3 o = v &80 vg3e8 Lo FITT » LR RS =R =
£2 2 EEEEE S55F Z2238 pLiCEUSEE 54255888 285
y SEESY € 285 °SNE 2852 E
. d o) 8= & 8
28§55 0, By ggsd 8EE2 0
g S, 03 258082y 58428
Cx38=0.-% 232355388 SOEDE
CEEEELER B8R ¥ES PemRo
s SS__Ea®y SF. ., 525 EoLE Y
£ rre > B dJﬁ.1+umqposl/.m
SvhLEZRES8 8¢ 8 S5 v .549%
.H.Sm.mms S ycmNdA 7] mwnWO
el E B Z2ES2828% Bacn8xuls EEST
# docabegSy =88 S3E ©c N Ewuwd
<< < < oS 8 ozl enhuasaTmf,OEf
|l = = teSC a g > o= e g = .- euns
©waun n LLExODER = 0 O3 WY SO0l
D..t.omeum.SOf Carmdel tyrmum
25D oo ERS5ELyES 250
~ 5] 55 525339 2 E oy
B ntsmh Lmw pSgE 0 - yoalm
N 2 - w 2T 9% o > S L3 o em 4 mE&E 239
= 8 8 N S S .38 B8 TRE 4= , 0 H A 5§ 0 o
2R S S 2 S ¥s83F YESug8es < 223N E ZTwEPL .
SE S S5 5 S858 ¥SSXy E=g23cosa 282235582 ESB ok
T 8 58 3 ST JTERY EF25828 2528888k seas2 §



6. Pronouns

6.1 Demonstrative pronouns

'The commonest demonstrative pronouns are the following:

a) basic set

ez
ezek

ugyanez
ugyanezek

b) extended set

ilyen

ilyenek
ugyanilyen
ugyanilyenek
efféle

effélék
ekkora
ekkordk
ugyanekkora
ugyanekkordk
ennyi

ugyanennyi

‘this’
‘these’

‘the same’
‘the same+pL’

‘such’
‘such+pL’

‘same as this’
‘same as that+pL’

‘this kind’
‘these kinds’

‘this size’
‘this size+pL’

‘this same size’
‘this same size+PL

‘this much’

>

‘this same amount

az
azok

ugyanaz
ugyanazok

olyan
olyanok

ugyanolyan
ugyanolyanok

afféle
affélék
akkora
akkorak

ugyanakkora
ugyanakkordk

annyi

ugyanannyi

‘that’
‘those’

‘the same’
‘the same+pPL

>

‘such’
‘such+pL’

‘same as that’
‘same as that+prL’

‘that kind’
‘those kinds’

‘that size’
‘that size+pL’

‘that same size’
‘that same size+pPL’

‘that much’

‘that same amount’

i Note that ennyi ‘this much’, annyi ‘that much’, ugyanennyi ‘this same
amount’, ugyanannyi ‘that same amount’ do not have plural forms.
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They may be used attributively to qualify a noun in which case the demon-
strative pronouns of the basic set are always followed by the definite article
alaz:

Ez a kutya fekete. “This dog is black.
Azok a fekete kutydk nem ugatnak.  ‘Those black dogs do not bark.’
Ekkora kutydt kaptam. ‘T got this big a dog’

They may be used non-attributively (pronominally):

“This is a black dog.
‘Peter is not like those.
‘I can see them.

‘T got this much.’

Ez egy fekete kutya.

Péter nem olyan mint azok.
Latom ezeket.

Ennyit kaptam.

Demonstrative pronouns can take case endings like nouns. The special
feature of the demonstrative pronouns of the basic set is that the final z of
ez, az completely assimilates to the initial consonant of the attached case
endings (other than the ACCUSATIVE):

ez az
NOMINATIVE ez az ‘this/that’
ACCUSATIVE # ezt azt ‘this/that+AccC’
DATIVE ennek annak “for this/that’
INSTRUMENTAL evvellezzel avvallazzal ‘with this/that’
CAUSAL-FINAL ezért azért “for this/that’
TRANSLATIVE ezzé azzd ‘(turn) into this/that’
INESSIVE ebben abban ‘in this/that’
SUPERESSIVE ezen azon ‘on this/that’
ADESSIVE ennél anndl ‘at this/that’
ILLATIVE ebbe abba ‘into this/that’
ELATIVE ebbdl abbol ‘out of this/that’
DELATIVE errél arrél ‘from this/that’
SUBLATIVE erre arra ‘onto this/that’
ABLATIVE ettbl attol ‘from this/that’
ALLATIVE ehhez ahhoz ‘to this/that’
TERMINATIVE eddig addig ‘up to this/that’
TEMPORAL ekkor akkor ‘at this/that time’

DISTRIBUTIVE-TEMPORAL — -
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DISTRIBUTIVE — -
ASSOCIATIVE - -
FORMALIS ekként akként
ESSIVE - -

‘like this/that’

Demonstrative pronouns of the basic set that qualify nouns have to agree
with the noun in number and case:

ezt a fehér galambot ‘this+Acc white pigeon+acc’
ezeket a fehér galambokat ‘this+PL+ACC white pigeon+pPL+ACC’
ennek a fehér galambnak ‘this+DATIVE white pigeon+DATIVE’

ezeknek a fehér galamboknak “this+PL+DATIVE white pigeon+PL+DATIVE’

Demonstrative pronouns of the extended set do not agree with the noun
in number and case when they qualify nouns (they stand in the SINGULAR
NOMINATIVE):

ilyen galamb
ilyen galambok
ilyen galambot
ilyen galambokat

‘a pigeon like this’
‘pigeons like these’
‘a pigeon like this+acc’
‘pigeons like these+acc’

oz Note that the a_céusative of ilyen, olyan is typically ilyet, olyat instead
of the regular ilyent, olyant (which are also used):

Lattal mdr ilye(n)t?
Nem akarok olya(n)t.

‘Have you seen anything like this?’
‘I don’t want something like that’

6.2 Possessive Pronouns

Unlike English, Hungarian has just one set of possessive pronouns. Only
the nominal (‘mine’) series exists, the attributive (‘my’) series does not.
Possessive pronouns stand alone as true pronouns and are not used to qual-
ify nouns. In attributive positions the POSSESSIVE is expressed by personal
pronouns in the Nominative, and case endings (see Section 23.1 on the
Possessive Construction). Each possessive pronoun exists in singular and
plural according to the number of the possessed things:

Ez a galamb az enyém.
Ezek a galambok az enyéim.

“This pigeon is mine.
‘This+PLURAL pigeons are mine+PLURAL’
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SINGULAR POSSESSED enyém ‘mine’
tied, tiéd ‘yours’
ové ‘his/hers/(its)
mienk, miénk ‘ours’
tietek, tiétek ‘yours’
ovék ‘theirs’
PLURAL POSSESSED enyéim, enyémek  ‘mine’
tieid ‘yours’
Ovéi, ovék ‘his/hers/(its)
mieink ‘ours’
tieitek ‘yours’
ovéik ‘theirs’

s Note that there is no gender distinction in the 3rd person singular. Pos-
sessive pronouns may receive the usual case endings (e.g. ACCUSATIVE
Jvéit, DATIVE enyémnek, etc.).

6.3 Personal Pronouns
The personal pronouns are:

lsg én‘T’ 1pl  mi ‘we’
2sg  te ‘you,,’ 2pl  # ‘youy’
3sg  J‘(s)hefit’ 3sg Jk

1 The 2nd person pronouns te, ti have alternative forms 6n, 6ndk and
maga, maguk which are used in more formal styles. The difference
between te, ti vs. dn, ondk [ maga, maguk corresponds to the difference
between German du, ihr vs. Sie. The pronouns dn, dnék [ maga, maguk
take the regular nominal case endings (e.g. Accusative dnt, magdt;
Dative onnek, magdnak, etc). Note that although these pronouns are
second person pronouns, they require third person verb forms.

Compare:

“Where are you going?’
‘Where are you going?’

Te hova mész?
Maga/On hova megy?

v Note that there is no gender distinction in the 3™ person singular. 0 and

its corresponding inflected forms may equally mean ‘he’ or ‘she’ (or
rarely ‘it’)
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6.3.1 Case

Personal pronouns may be inflected for most of the cases. Most of the
inflected pronominal forms consist of a given variant of a case suffix func-

tioning as a stem plus a POSSESSIVE

show no gender distinction.

NOMINATIVE
ACCUSATIVE
DATIVE

INSTRUMENTAL
CAUSAL-FINAL
TRANSLATIVE

INESSIVE
SUPERESSIVE
ADESSIVE

ILLATIVE
ELATIVE
DELATIVE
SUBLATIVE
ABLATIVE
ALLATIVE
TERMINATIVE

TEMPORAL
DISTRIBUTIVE-
TEMPORAL

DISTRIBUTIVE
ASSOCIATIVE
FORMALIS
ESSIVE

NOMINATIVE
ACCUSATIVE
DATIVE

INSTRUMENTAL
CAUSAL-FINAL
TRANSLATIVE
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1sg

én ‘T

engem ‘me’
nekem ‘for me’

velem ‘with me’
értem ‘for me’

bennem ‘in me’
rajtam ‘on me’
ndlam ‘at me’

belém ‘into me’
belblem ‘out of me’
rélam ‘abput me’
rdm ‘onto me’
télem ‘from me’
hozzdm ‘to me’

1pl

mi ‘we’
minket/benniinket ‘us’
nekiink ‘for us’

veliink ‘with us’
értiink ‘for us’

2sg

fe ‘you’

téged ‘you’
neked ‘for you’

veled ‘with you’
érted ‘for youw’

benned ‘in you’
rajtad ‘on you’
ndlad ‘at you’

beléd ‘into youw’
beléled ‘out of you’
rélad ‘about you’
rdd ‘onto you’
téled ‘from you’
hozzdd ‘to you’

2pl

i ‘you’
titeket/benneteket ‘you’
nektek ‘for you’

veletek ‘with you’
értetek ‘for you’

/PERSON ending. Personal pronouns

3sg

J ‘he/she/it’

4t ‘him/her/it’

neki ‘for him/her/it’
vele ‘with him/her/it’
érte ‘for him/her/it’
benne ‘in him/her/it’
rajta ‘on him/her/it’
ndla ‘at him/her/it’

belé ‘into him/her/it’

belsle ‘out of him/her/it’

réla ‘about him/her/it’
rd ‘onto him/her/it’
t6le ‘from him/her/it’
hozzd ‘to him/her/it’

Ok ‘they’
Oket ‘them’
nekik ‘for them’

veliik ‘with them’
értiik ‘for them’

6. Pronouns

INESSIVE benniink ‘in us’

SUPERESSIVE  rajtunk ‘on us’
ADESSIVE ndlunk ‘at us’
ILLATIVE belénk ‘into us’
ELATIVE beldliink ‘out of us’
DELATIVE rolunk ‘about us’
SUBLATIVE rdnk ‘onto us’
ABLATIVE téliink ‘from us’
ALLATIVE hozzdnk ‘to us’
TERMINATIVE ~ —
TEMPORAL —
DISTRIBUTIVE-

TEMPORAL  —
DISTRIBUTIVE —
ASSOCIATIVE ~— —
FORMALIS -
ESSIVE -

bennetek ‘in you’
rajtatok ‘on you’
ndlatok ‘at you’

belétek ‘into you’

beldletek out of you’

rélatok ‘about you’
rdtok ‘onto you’
toletek ‘from you’
hozzdtok ‘to you’

benniik ‘in them’
rajtuk ‘on them’
ndluk ‘at them’
beléjiik ‘into them’
beldliik ‘out of them’
roluk ‘about them’
rdjuk ‘onto them’
t6liik ‘from them’
hozzdjuk ‘to them’

Similarly to the forms of pronouns inflected for case, some postpositions
may form postpositional pronominal forms (see Chapter 5).

6.4 Reflexive Pronouns

6.4.1 Form

The reflexive pronouns are the following:

1sg magam ‘myself’ 1pl magunk ‘ourselves’ ’
2sg magad ‘yourself’ 2pl  magatok :yourselves ’
3sg maga  ‘himself/herself/itself’ 3pl maguk themselves

They can sometimes appear prefixed with dn- (e.g. énmagam, énmagad,
etc.) and sajdt (sajdt magam, sajdt magad, etc.).

Reflexive pronouns can be inflected for case like regular nouns (e.g. ACCU-
SATIVE magam(at), DATIVE magamnak, SUPERESSIVE magamon, etc.), may
receive singular and plural NOMINAL POSSESSIVE endings (e.g. magamé
‘that of my own’, magadéi ‘those of your own’), and. may have smgula,r
and plural NOMINAL POSSESSIVE suffixes + CASE suffixes (e.g. magamft
‘that of my own+ACCUSATIVE’, magadéinak ‘those of your own+DATIVE’)
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w= Note that the ACCUSATIVE ending is optional in the 1% and 2™ persons.

Lattam magamat a tiikorben. ‘1 saw myself in the mirror’
Ldttam magam a tiikorben. ‘I saw myself in the mirror’

6.4.2 Usage

Reflexive pronouns are used in object or adverbial position if the subject
of the sentence and the object/adverbial refer to the same person/thing:

Ldtja magdt a tiikorben.
Magdban beszél.

‘(S)he can see herself/himself in the mirror.
‘S(he) talks to herself/himself.

Some verbs require a reflexive pronoun as a dependent:
elnevet ‘burst out laughing’ FElneverte magdt. ‘(S)he burst out laughing.’

Reflexive pronouns can be used instead of personal pronouns to express
emphasis:

Magam megyek oda. ‘I myself will go there.
Magdt az elnkor sértették meg. ‘They insulted the president
himself/herself.

They can be used to express the meaning ‘alone’:

Magad vagy a vildgban. “You are alone in this world.’

6.5 Reciprocal pronoun
There is only one reciprocal pronoun:

egymds ‘each-other’

Egymds can be inflected for case like regular nouns (e.g. ACCUSATIVE egy-
mdst, DATIVE egymdsnak, SUPERESSIVE egymdson, etc.), may receive sin-
gular and plural NOMINAL POSSESSIVE endings (e.g. egymdsé ‘that of each-
other’, egymdséi ‘those of each-other’), and may have singular and plural
NOMINAL POSSESSIVE suffixes + CASE suffixes (e.g. egymdsét ‘that of each-
other+ACCUSATIVE’, egymdséinak ‘those of each-other+DATIVE’).

‘We love each-other’
“They could not be lovers/husband and wife.
literally: ‘They could not be each-other’s.

Szeretjiik egymdst
Nem lehettek egymdséi.
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6.6 Interrogative and Relative Pronouns, Interrogative

and Relative Adverbs

6.6.1 Interrogative pronouns

The interrogative pronouns introduce wh-questions. They are the

following:
ki? ‘who?’
mi? ‘what?’
melyik? ‘which?’
milyen? ‘what kind?’
miféle? ‘what sort?’
mekkora? ‘what size?’
hdny? ‘how many?’
mennyi? ‘how much?’

hdnyadik, hanyadik?

‘which one (in a sequence: 1st, 2nd, ...)?

The interrogative pronouns may receive the plural and the same case end-

ings as nouns:

mit? ‘what+acc?’

miket? ‘what+pPL+ACC?’

milyennek? ‘for ‘what kind?’
milyeneknek? ‘for ‘what kind+PL?’
hényadikkal? ‘with which (in a sequence)?’
hényadikakkal? ~ ‘with which (in a sequence)+PL?
mifélévé? ‘(turn) into what sort?’
mifélékké? ‘(turn) into what sort+pL?’
melyikben? ‘in which?’

melyikekben? ‘in which+pL?’

mennyibol? ‘from how much?’
mekkorandl? ‘at what size?’

mekkordkndl? ‘at what size+pL?’

hdnytol? ‘from how many?’

efc.

ACCUSATIVE
ACCUSATIVE

DATIVE
DATIVE

INSTRUMENTAL
INSTRUMENTAL

TRANSLATIVE
TRANSLATIVE

INESSIVE
INESSIVE

ELATIVE

ADESSIVE
ADESSIVE

ABLATIVE

s Note that hdny?, mennyi? do not have a plural. Note also that hdnykor?

means ‘at which hour?’
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6. Pronouns

= Note that the accusative of milyen? is typically milyet? instead of the
regular milyent? (which is also used):

Milye(n)t lattdl? ‘What kind did you see?’

The interrogative pronouns melyik?, milyen?, miféle?, mekkora?, hdny?,
mennyi?, hdnyadik?, hanyadik? may only receive case endings in truly
pronominal function, i.e. when they stand alone. They have no case end-
ings when they qualify a noun or an adjective:

Melyik kényvet olvastad? ‘Which book have you read?’
Mennyi vizben fiirodtél? ‘How much water did you bathe in?’
Milyen kulcesal nyitottad ‘What kind of key did you open

ki az ajtot? the door with?’

6.6.2 Relative pronouns

Relative pronouns stand at the beginning of dependent (relative clauses)
and refer back to something already mentioned in the main clause (their
antecedent). They are formed by prefixing a- to intetrogative pronouns:

aki ‘who, that’

amely * ‘which, that’

ami ‘which, that’

amelyik ‘which’

amilyen ‘the kind of which’

amiféle ‘the sort of which’

amekkora ‘what size’

ahdny ‘how many’

amennyi ‘how much’

ahdnyadik ‘which one (in a sequence: 1st, 2nd...)

With the exception of ahdny, amennyi relative pronouns may receive the
plural, and they have to agree with their antecedent in number:

Lattam a lanyt, aki a szobdban iilt.
‘I saw the girl who was sitting in the room.

Ldrtam a ldnyokat, akik a szobdban iiltek.
‘I saw the girls who were sitting in the room.

Similarly to interrogative pronouns, relative pronouns may receive case
endings as well (their inflection is identical with that of the interrogative

pronouns), but they do not have to agree with their antecedent according
to case:
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Adtam néhdny csontot a kutvanak, amely'i_kva s;obdban L'ilt.,
‘] gave a few bones to the dog that was sitting in the room.

A ldny, akit ldttam, a szobdban iilt.
“The girl [ saw was sitting in the room.

6.6.3.1 Interrogative Adverbs

hol?

merre?

hova? | hova?
meddig?
honnan?
merrdl?
mettdl?
mikor?
midta?
meddig?
hogy(an)?
mennyi ideig?

Meirre mész?
Honnan jon?

Hogy érzik magukat?
Meddig érsz ra?

6.6.3.2 Relative Adverbs

ahol
amerre
ahova [ ahovd
ameddig
ahonnan
amerrdl
amettdl
amikor
amidta
ameddig
ahogy(an)

6.6.3 Interrogative and relative adverbs

Interrogative adverbs and relative adverbs have a fqnction similar to inter-
ve pronouns and relative pronouns respectlv_ely, but they cannot
receive case and plural endings. They are the following:

‘where?’

‘in which direction?’
‘to where?’

‘up to which point?’
‘from where?’

‘from which direction?’
“from which point in time/space?’
‘when?’

‘since when?’

“until when?”’

‘how?’

‘how long?’

‘In which direction are you going?’
“Where is he/she/it coming from?
‘How do they feel?’

“Until when are you free?’

‘where’

‘in which direction’

‘to where’

‘up to which point, as long as’
‘from where’

‘from which direction’

‘from which point in time/space’
‘when’

‘since when’

‘until when’

< 9
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Elmentem a hdzhoz, ahonnan jottem.
‘T went to the house where I came from”.

Mondd meg a pontos iddt, amikor taldlkozzunk.
“Tell me the exact time when we should meet.

Sometimes the a- prefix of relative pronouns and adverbs can be left out:
Jitlia olvasott, (a)mikor hazaértem.
‘Julia was reading when I got home!

s Note that there is always a comma before a relative pronoun/adverb,

regardiess whether the relative clause it introduces is restrictive or non-
restrictive.

6.7 Indefinite pronouns

Indefinite pronouns begin with the prefix vala-, bdr- or akdr-, which is
added to interrogative pronouns. The commonest ones are the following:

valaki ‘someone’

valamely ‘some’

valami ‘something’

valamelyik ' ‘one or the other’

valamilyen *  ‘some kind of”

valamiféle ‘some kind of’

valamekkora ‘some size’

valahdny ‘some number of’

valamennyi ‘some number/amount of”’

valahdnyadikivalahanyadik ‘some item’ (in a sequence: 1%, 274 )

barki akarki ‘anyone’

bdrmely akdrmely ‘no matter which’

barmi akdrmi ‘anything’

barmelyik akarmelyik ‘no matter which’

bdrmilyen akdrmilyen ‘no matter what kind’

barmiféle akarmiféle ‘no matter what kind’

barmekkora akarmekkora ‘no matter what size’

barmennyi akdrmennyi ‘no matter how
much/many’

barhanyadik/ akdrhdnyadik ‘no matter which one’ (in

barhanyadik

a sequence: 1%, 2nd )

Most of them may be used attributively to qualify a noun or non-attribu-
tively (pronominally):
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Valamelyik bardtjaval taldlkozott. ‘She met one of her frie’nds.’
Taldlkozott valamelyikkel. ‘She met one (of them).

Akdrmekkora kovet fel tudott emelni.  ‘He could l%ft a stone of any s’ize.’
Akdrmekkordt fel tudott emelni. ‘He could lift one of any size.

When used non-attributively, these pronouns may receive the usyal nom-
inal case endings, and with the exception of the ones ending in -hdny,
-mennyi may occur in the plural.

Taldlkozott valamelyikkel. ‘She met one (of them). o
Akdrmekkordt fel tudott emelni. ‘He could lift one of any size. -

6.8 Universal pronouns
The universal pronouns are the following:

mindenki ‘everyquy’
minden ‘everything/all’
mindegyik ‘every, each’
mindenféle “all kinds’

Most of them may be used attributively to qualify a noun or.non~attribu—
tively (pronominally). Mindenki is typically not used attributively.

Mindegyik bardtjdval taldlkozott. ‘She met all of her frie,nds.’
Talalkozott mindegyikkel. ‘She met all (of them).

Mindenféle kényvet el tudott olvasni. ‘He could read all ki_nds of books.
Mindenfélét el tudott olvasni. ‘He could read all kinds
(of things)’

When used non-attributively, these pronouns may receive the usual nomi-
nal case endings, and may occur in the plural.

‘She met ally, (of them)’
“He could read all kindsacc

Taldlkozott mindegyikkel.
Mindenfélét el tudott olvasni.

(of things)’
6.9 Negative pronouns
The negative pronouns are the following:
senki ‘noquy’
semmi ‘nothing’
semelyik ‘not any of them’
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semmt:lyen ‘not of any kind’
semmiféle ‘not of any kind’
semekkora ‘not of any size’

?/Ioit (()f them 1_113/1 b)e used attributively to qualify a noun or non-attribu-
tvely (pronomunally). Senki and semmi are typically not used attributi
(See Section 23.4 on double negation). TRy red attributively:

Semelyilf bardtjdaval nem taldlkozott. ‘She niet none of her friends’
Nem taldlkozott semelyikkel sem. ‘She met none (of them). .
Semmilyen kényvet nem tudotr elolvasni. ‘He could read i

‘ . no kind of book’
Semmilye(n)t nem tudott elolvasni. ‘He could read no kind.’0 o0k

Whep used non—aFtributively, these pronouns may receive the usual
nominal case endings, and may occur in the plural.

Nem taldlkozott semelyikkel sem ‘She met
‘ y . none of th J
Semmilye(n)t sem tudott elolvasni. ‘He could readINrS;(-)R l(<ind::’1)
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7.1 Adjectives

Adjectives may be used attributively or non-attributively. In attributive
function they precede the nouns (or the nouns modified by other adjec-
tives) that they modify:

egy nagy kutya ‘a big dog’
a szép lany ‘the beautiful girl’
hét szomorii sziirke szamar ‘seven sad grey donkeys’

In attributive function adjectives may not receive CASE or the PLURAL, and
thus appear unsuffixed:

nagy kutydk ‘a big dogs’
a szép ldnyrol ‘about the beautiful girl’ (DELATIVE)

hét szomori sziirke szamdrnak . ‘for seven sad grey donkeys’ (DATIVE)

Adjectives in non-attributive function are basically predicative. In this case
they agree in number with the subject:

Ezek a hdzak hatalmasak.
“These houses are huge’

Ez a hdz hatalmas.
“This house is huge.

A szeme sotétkék volt. A szemei sotétkékek voltak.
‘Her/his eye was dark blue. ‘Her/his eyes were dark blue’

Adjectives can stand for adjective+noun groups whose noun has already
been mentioned or is known from the context (just like pronouns can stand
for nouns or noun groups):

Melyik 16 nyert? A fekete.

‘Which horse won?’ ‘The black one.

Két didk volt a szobaban. A sz6ke olvasott.

‘There were two students “The blond one was reading.’
in the room.
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When adjectives stand for adjective+noun groups, they function as nouns
and thus may receive the usual nominal CASE endings and the PLURAL suffix:

A két kutya koziil a feketének a fiile fehér.
‘Of the two dogs the black one’s (+DAT) ear is white.’

Ne vedd meg a drdgdt, amikor az olcsd is elég jo.

‘Don’t buy the expensive one(+ACC) when the cheap one (Nom) is good
enough’

A rosszakrdl ne is beszéljiink!
‘Let’s not talk about the bad ones(+PL+DEL).

Annak a magasnak hoztam egy kis ajandékot.
‘I’ve brought a little present for that tall one(+DAT).

1" Note that adjectives behave as Lowering Stems when they receive suf-
fixes: e.g. magasat ‘tall+Acc’, magasak ‘tall+pL’, véréset ‘red+Acc’,
vorosek ‘red+pL’, zoldet ‘green+AccC’, zoldek ‘green+pL’ etc.

There are some exceptional non-lowering adjectival stems: agg ‘very old’:
aggok ‘very old+pL’, aggot ‘very old+Acc’, nagy ‘big’ nagyok ‘big+pL’,
nagyot ‘big+acc’. All adjectives denoting nationalities are non-lowering:
gorogok ‘Greek+pL’; angolok ‘English+pL’, etc.

sz~ Note that the adjective kis ‘small’ cannot be used predicatively; in pred-
icative function the adjective kicsi ‘small’ occurs instead:

Ez egy kis/kicsi konyv.

‘This is a small book.
Ez a kényv kicsi.

‘This book is small.

sz When proper names are used as adjectives they usually no longer begin
with a capital letter. Compare

Azt hiszem Japdn sziger.

vs. A japdn kakasok kicsik.
‘I think Japan is an island.

‘Japanese roosters are small.

Hol van Anglia? vs. Az angol kocsik nagyszeriiek.
‘Where is England?’ ‘English cars are wonderful’

7.1.1 Comparative and Superiative forms

Most adjectives have endings that indicate comparative and superlative
degree.

The comparative ending after consonant-final stems is -abb/ebb where
the choice of the variant is determined by Vowel Harmony:
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halk ‘low (voice)’
gazdag  ‘rich’

kerek ‘round’
meleg ‘hot’

erds ‘strong’

zold ‘green’

halkabb ‘lower (voice)’
gazdagabb ‘richer’
kerekebb ‘rounder’
melegebb ‘hotter’
erdsebb ‘stronger’
zoldebb ‘greener’

The vowel of the comparative ending is unstable: the vowelless variant
-bb occurs after stems that end in a vowel:

fekete ‘black’

buta ‘stupid’
olcsé ‘cheap’
szomory ‘sad’
keseri ‘sour’
sunyi ‘sneaky’

feketébb ‘blacker’
butabb ‘stupider’
olcsobb ‘cheaper’
szomoribb ‘sadder’
keseriibb ‘sourer’
sunyibb ‘sneakier’

The superlative is similar to the comparative, but in addition to the -abb/
—ebbl-bb suffix the stem takes the non-harmonic leg- prefix as well:

halk ‘low (voice)’
gazdag  ‘rich’
kerek ‘round’
meleg ‘hot’
erds ‘strong’
zold ‘green’
fekete ‘black’
buta ‘stupid’
olcsé ‘cheap’
szomorh ‘sad’
keserii ‘sour’
sunyi ‘sneaky’

leghalkabb ‘lowest (voice)’
leggazdagabb ‘richest’
legkerekebb ‘roundest’
legmelegebb  ‘hottest’

legerdsebb ‘strongest’
legzoldebb ‘greenest’
legfekerébb ‘blackest’
legbutabb ‘stupidest’
legolcsobb ‘cheapest’
legszomorubb  ‘saddest’
legkeseribb ‘sourest’
legsunyibb ‘sneakiest’

s Comparative and superlative forms are often used with the suffix -ik
indicating ‘unique identification’. The suffix -ik can onlyf occur when
the noun phrase is definite or when the noun phrase the adjective stands

for is definite.

Egy erdsebb lovat akarok.
Az erdsebb lovat akarom.
Az erésebbik lovat akarom.

Egy erdsebbet akarok.

‘I want a stronger horse.
‘T want the stronger horse.
‘I want the stronger horse.

‘[ want a stronger one’
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Az erdsebbet akarom.
Az erésebbiket akarom.

‘I want the stronger one.
‘I want the stronger one.

7.1.2 Irregular adjectives
Some adjectival stems have irregular comparative and superlative forms:

Jjé  ‘good’ Jjobb  ‘better’ legjobb  ‘best’

szép ‘beautiful’ szebb ‘more beautiful’ legszebb ‘most beautiful’
sok ‘many, much’ ¢5bb ‘more’ legtdbb  ‘most’

kicsi ‘small’ kisebb ‘smaller’ legkisebb ‘smallest’

vz Note that kisebb and legkisebb are pronounced with a long [f:]:
[kif:eb:], [lek:1f:eb:].

The four adjectives below delete their stem-final vowel in the compara-
tive and the superlative:

hosszii ‘long’ hosszabb  ‘longer’ leghosszabb  ‘longest’
konnyii “light’ konnyebb ‘lighter’ legkdnnyebb ‘lightest’
lassu  ‘slow’ lassabb  ‘slower’ leglassabb  ‘slowest’
ifju ‘young’ ifjabb ‘younger’ legifjabb ‘youngest’

Bé ‘loose’ is a v-stem in the comparative and the superlative:

bo ‘loose’ bévebb  ‘looser’ legbbvebb ‘loosest’

Some adjectives are vowel-shortening stems in the comparative and the
superlative:

kevés ‘few, little’ kevesebb ‘fewer,less’ legkevesebb ‘fewest, least’
derék ‘honest’ derekabb ‘more honest’ legderekabb ‘most honest’
szemét ‘mean’ szemetebb ‘meaner’ legszemetebb ‘meanest’

1 Note that derék ‘honest’ is an anti-harmonic stem, i.e. it exceptionally
takes the back-vowel variants of harmonizing suffixes (See Chapter 1).

Some adjectives exceptionally do not have a suffix in the superlative:

alsé  ‘bottom’  alsébb  ‘lower’ legalsé  ‘bottommost’
felsé  ‘top’ felsébb  ‘higher’ legfelsd  ‘topmost’
kiilsé " ‘outside’  kiilsébb ‘outer’ legkiilsé ‘outermost’
belsé ‘inside’ belsébb ‘inner’ legbelsd ‘innermost’
szélsd ‘side’ 5zélsébb ‘more to the side’ legszélsé ‘outermost’
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w= Note that nagyobb ‘bigger’, legnagyobb ‘biggest’ have -obb instead of
the regular -abb.

7.2 Adverbs

Adverbs modify adjectives, verbs or clauses. Some a’dverbs hfive no spe:
cial endings (e.g. otthon ‘at home’, itt ‘here’, ott ‘thgre . ,holnap to‘mortfovi »
rogton ‘immediately’, soha ‘never’, néha ‘sometimes’, gyalog ‘on foot’,
etc.), others have adverb-forming suffixes.

There is a more or less regular way of deriving adverbs tjrom adjectives
by suffixing -an/-en or -ull-iil to adjectival stems. The choice between the
variants -an vs. -en and -ul vs. -iil is determined by Yowel Harmony, but
the choice between -an/-en vs. -ul/-iil is somewhat 1d}osyncrat1c. After
vowel-final stems, a vowelless variant of these suffixes 1s used (see Chap-

ter 22 on word-formation).
erdsen ‘strongly’ rj?sszul :badl?"
gyengén ‘weakly’ Jol well

s Note that nagyon means ‘very’ or ‘stron_gly" (Nagyon é’des. ‘(S)he/it 1s
very sweet’, Nagyon meglitotte “(S)he hit him/her hard’).

s The names of languages require the -ul/-ii] suffix to express the m’eamng
‘in a given language’: angolul ‘in English’, németil ‘in German’, etc.

7.2.1 Comparative and superlative forms

The comparison of comparable adverbs is formed }ike that qf adjectives:
The comparative suffix precedes the adverbial suffixes mentioned above:

vadul ‘wildly’ szeliden ‘gently’ ’
vadabbul ‘more wildly’ szelidebben ‘more gently’
legvadabbul ‘most wildly’ legszelidebben ‘most gently

Note the irregular comparisons:

COMPARATIVE SUPERLATIVE

jol ‘well’ Jjobban /egpéban
Jkint, kinn ‘outside’ kijjebb legkz]jgbb
bent, benn ‘inside’ beljebb legbeljebb
fent, fenn ‘up’ feljebb legfel‘j‘ebb
lent, lenn ‘down’ lejjebD leglejjebb
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7.3 Comparative constructions

Equality (or its negation) is expressed by the base form of adjectives and
adverbs and the construction: olyan ADJ/ADVy,., mint X:

Jdanos olyan lassu, mint én.
‘John is as slow as I am.

Jénos nem olyan lasst, mint én.
‘John is not as slow as I am.

Ez a toll olyan j6, mint az enyém.
“This pen is as good as mine.

Ez a toll nem plyan j6, mint az enyém.
“This pen is not as good as mine.

Olyan gyorsan vezet, mint Janos.
‘(S)he drives as fast as John does.

Nem olyan gyorsan vezet, mint Janos.

‘(S)he does not drive as fast as John does.
Inequality (or its negation) may be expressed by the comparative form of
adjectives and adverbs and the construction:
ADJ/ADV+COMP mint ... X+NOM or ADJ/ADV-+COMP ... X-+ADESSIVE

Jdnos lassabb, mint Péter. =
‘John is slower than Peter’

Janos lassabb Péternél.
‘John is slower than Peter’

Jdnos lassabb, mint én.
‘John is slower than T am.

Jdnos nem lassabb, mint én.
‘John is not slower than I am’

Ez a toll jobb, nint az enyém.
“This pen is better than mine.

Ez a toll nem jobb, mint az enyém.
“This pen is not better than mine.

Gyorsabban vezet, mint Janos.
‘(S)he.drives faster than John’

Nem vezet gyorsabban, mint Jdnos.

‘(S)he does not drive as fast as John.
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Jdnos lassabb ndlam.
‘John is slower than T am.

Jdnos nem lassabb ndlam.
‘John is not slower than I am.

Ez a toll jobb az enyémnél.
“This pen is better than mine.

Ez a toll nem jobb az enyémnél.
*“This pen is not better than mine.

Gyorsabban vezet Janosndl.
‘(S)he drives faster than John does’

Nem vezet gyorsabban Jdnosndl.
‘(S)he does not drive as fast as John

7. Adjectives and Adverbs

ive i i i i d by the superla-
Superlative inequality (or its negation) may be expressed ¢ ;
tivIe) form of adjectives and adverbs preceded by the definite article a(z):

Jdnos a leglassabb.
‘John is the slowest.

Janos nem a leglassabb.
‘John is not the slowest.’

Ez a toll a legjobb.
“This pen is the best.

Ez a toll nem a legjobb.
“This pen is not the best.’

Janos vezet a leggyorsabban.
‘John drives fastest.

Nem Janos vezet a leggyorsabban.
“It’s not John who drives fastest’

& Note that in the superlative construction the postp‘osit'ion koziil often
appears to identify the group from which the selection is made:

Janos a leglassabb a filik koziil
“John is the slowest of the boys’
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8. Numerals

Nurr_lerals can be used attributively and non-attributively. When used to
qualify nouns, numbers precede the nouns the
dog’, a negyedik kutya ‘the fourth dog’. Num
which case they can take the usual nominal ca

ACCUSATIVE’, a hatodikban ‘in the sixth’.

8.1 Cardinal Numbers

0 nulla, semmi
1 egy [ef:]
2 ketts, két
3 hdarom
4 négy
5 ot
6 hat
7 hét
8 nyolc
9 kilenc
10 riz
11 tizenegy
12 tizenkettd, tizenkér
13 tizenhdrom
14 tizennégy
15 tizenot
16 tizenhat
17 tizenhét
18 tizennyolc
19 tizenkilenc
20 hiisz
21 huszonegy
22 huszonkettd
23 huszonhdrom
24 huszonnégy
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25 huszonot

26 huszonhat

27 huszonhét

28 huszonnyolc

29 huszonkilenc

30 harminc

31 harmincegy

40 negyven

42 negyvenkettd, negyvenkét

50 otven

53 dtvenhdrom

60 hatvan

64 hatvannégy

70 hetven

75 hetvenot

80 nyolcvan

86 nyolcvanhat

90 kilencven

97 kilencvenhét
100 (egy)szdz
108 szdznyolc
200 kétszaz
209 kétszazkilenc
900 kilencszdz

1000 (egy)ezer

8. Numerals

y qualify: e.g. egy kutya ‘one
bers can be used as nouns in
se endings: e.g. négyet ‘four-

1 500 ezerditszaz 2 000 000 kétmillic
1 988 ezerkilenszdznyolcvan- 1 000 000 000 egymilliard
nyolc [eymilia:rd]
2 257 kétezer-kétszdzhuszondt 6 000 000 000 harmillidrd
100 000 szdzezer 1200 560 201 egymillidrd-
125 012 szazhuszondtezer- kétszazmillio-
tizenkettd dtszdzhatvanezer-
1 000 000 egymillié [eymilio:] kétszdzegy
The noun following an ordinal is always singular:
egy hdz ‘one house’
két hdz ‘two houses’
huszondt hdz ‘25 houses’

v Note that the ordinal 2 has two forms of which normally kér is used
attributively before a noun/adjective/adverb: kér kutya ‘two dogs’, kerts
is used elsewhere: Kettét ldttam ‘1 saw two’, Ez nem ketté ‘This is not
two’. Ketté may be used attributively if we want to emphasize the num-

ber.

vz Note that hdrom ‘3’ and ezer 1000’ are Vowel-deleting Stems (see
Chapter 4): hdrmat ‘3+acc’, ezret *1000+AcC’.

s Note that Adrom ‘3°, nyolc 8, hilsz ‘20°, harminc ‘30° and szdz ‘100’
are Lowering Stems: hdrmat ‘3+AcC’, nyolcat ‘8+AcC’, hilszat ‘20+ACC’,
harmincat ‘30+ACC’ and szdzat ‘100+ACC’. -van/-ven ‘-ty’ is a lower-
ing suffix: hatvanat ‘60+acc’. See Chapter 4.

v Hér “7’, tiz *10° and hisz ‘20’ are Vowel-shortening Stems (see Chapter
4). The shortening is often (inconsistently) unindicated in the spelling
in the case of tiz and hiisz: hetet ‘7T+AcCC’, tizet [tizet] ‘10+accC’ and

hiiszat [husot] ‘20+acC’.

s Large numbers are usually written with a space where English uses a
comma, and with a comma where English uses a period. Thus, Hungar-
ian 787 654,32 corresponds to English 787,654.32.

8.2 Ordinal Numbers

Ordinal numbers are formed by adding the harmonising suffix -odik/-edik/
-ddik (and -adik in the case of Lowering Stems) to a cardinal number:

0" nulladik 2 mdsodik
1t elsé 39 harmadik
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4% negyedik 239 huszonharmadik
5% Stodik 24%  huszonnegyedik
6" hatodik 25%  huszonétédik
7% hetedik 26" huszonhatodik
8% nyolcadik 27" huszonhetedik
9t kilencedik 28%  huszonnyolcadik

100 fizedik 29" huszonkilencedik

11" rizenegyedik 30%  harmincadik

12" tizenkettedik 31%  harmincegyedik

13" tizenharmadik 40%  negyvenedik

14" tizennegyedik 500 Grvenedik

15 tizenstodik 60%  hatvanadik

16" ftizenhatodik 70t hetvenedik

17 tizenhetedik 80%  nyolcvanadik

18%  tizennyolcadik 90" kilencvenedik

19" tizenkilencedik 100" szdzadik

20%  huszadik 1000™  ezredik

21%  huszonegyedik 1 000 000"  milliomodik

22 huszonkettedik

s Note the irregular elsé *1°". Note also that the stem-final a of nulladik
does not lengthen to 4 (see Section 1.5).

w -odik/-edik/-6dik/-adik is a lowering suffix: hﬁszadikat 2004 AcC’.

1 Ordinals lose their -ik ending before the harmonizing suffix -szor/-szer/
-szér: 6tédszor “(for the) 51 time’, negyedszer ‘(for the) 4™ time’, har-
madszor ‘(for the) 3™ time’. Note also the irregular eldszér “(for the)
1% time’ and mdsodszor ‘(for the) 2™ time’.

ez When written with numbers, ordinals are followed by a period: 3. ki-
adds = harmadik kiadds 3rd edition’.

8.3 Fractions

Fractions are formed by suffixing the harmonizing ending -od/-ed/-6d (and
-ad in the case of Lowering Stems) to a cardinal number: hatod, heted,
otdd, etc. Franctions can combine with a preceding ordinal: egyhatod ‘1/6’,
dtheted “5/T, négydtod ‘4/5', etc.

1 /2 egyketted 1/8  egynyolcad
1/3  egyharmad 1/9  egykilenced
1/4  egynegyed 1/10  egytized
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1/5 egyotéd 1/20  egyhuszad
1/6  egyhatod 1/100  egyszdzad
1/7  egyheted 1/1000  egyezred

ws Note that harmad, nyolcad, huszad, szdzad have -ad instead of the reg-
ular -od.

s ketted never appears without an initial ordinal. Egyketted is mainly used
in mathematics. Its everyday equivalent is fél ‘half’.
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9. Verbs

9.1 Structure

In Hungarian a conjugated verb form consists of the stem plus two inflec-
tional slots, i.e. positions where inflectional suffixes can occur. The first
of these suffix positions is that of TENSE/MOOD and the second one is that
of PERSON/NUMBER.

Thus, schematically the structure of the verb is:

0 I II
Stem + TENSE/MOOD + PERSON/NUMBER

Examples:

0 I 11 Gloss
vdrtak vdr .t ak ‘they waited’
vdarnék var né k ‘I would wait’
vdrjatok var  j atok ‘youy,; wait!”

Both TENSE/MOOD and PERSON/NUMBER may be expressed by a zero suffix.
Therefore, either (or both) of these suffix slots may remain empty:

Examples:
0 I 11 Gloss
vdrt var t ‘he waited’
vdrok var ok ‘T wait’
var vdr ‘(s)hefit waits’

v Note that the last form above (present 3rd person singular indefinite =
the bare verb stem) is the usual ‘dictionary form’ for verbs in Hungarian.

The TENSE/MOOD slot expresses Present, Past, Conditional and Conjunc-
tive-Imperative. The lack of Future is due to the fact that future time is not
expressed by a separate suffix, but the Present and other complex forms
are used to express it (see Chapter 15 and Section 16.1). In addition to the
usual person and number distinctions the PERSON/NUMBER slot expresses
the ‘(in)definiteness’ of the object of the verb.
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10. Definiteness: the Definite and
Indefinite Conjugations

In Hungarian, different verb forms are used depending on whether the
object of the verb is ‘definite’ or ‘indefinite’. This distinction does not exist
in English: compare the following sentences and their English translations:

Olvasok egy kdnyvet.
Qlvasom a kdnyvet.

‘1 am reading a book’
‘I am reading the book.’

The ‘definite’ vs. ‘indefinite’ contrast is present no matter what TENSE/
MoOD suffix the PERSON/NUMBER suffix combines with, i.e. it exists in the
Present, the Past, the Conditional and the Conjunctive-Imperative.

‘(S)he is reading a book.
‘(S)he is reading the book.

‘(S)he was reading 4 book’
‘(S)he was reading the book.

Olvas egy konyvetr.
QOlvassa a kdnyvet.

Olvasott egy konyvet.
Olvasta a konyvet.

Ha olvasnék egy konyvet,
megnyugodnék.

Ha olvasndm a konyvet,
megnyugodnék.

Olvass egy kényvet!
Olvasd a konyvet!

‘If I read a book,
I would calm down.

‘If I read the book,
I would calm down’

‘Read a book!’
‘Read the book!’

Thus the Hungarian verb has two conjugations (i.e. the PERSON/NUMBER
suffixes fall into two classes): indefinite and definite.

s== Note that in two cases, namely in the 1SG PAST and the 1PL CONDITIONAL,
there is no difference between the definite and the indefinite forms (i.e.
the definiteness contrast is neutralised):

Olvastam egy konyvet.
Olvastam a kényvet.
Olvasndnk egy konyvet.
Olvasndnk a konyvet.

‘I read a book.
‘I read the book.’

‘We would read a book’
‘We would read the book.’
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10. Definiteness

10.1 Usage

The general rule for the choice of the definite vs. the indefinite conjuga-
tion is the following:

An indefinite verb form is used if the verb is (a) intransitive (Futok. ‘I am
running.’) or (b) if it has a direct object which counts as indefinite.

A definite verb form is used if the verb has a direct object which counts
as definite.

10.1.1 Direct object phrases which count as indefinite
A direct object phrase counts as indefinite (and requires the indefinite con-
jugation) if it is
» a noun phrase with an indefinite article:

Olvasok egy kdnyvet.
- a noun phrase with no article (and it is not a proper noun):

‘I am reading a book.’

Capat latott a medencében. *‘She saw a shark in the pool.

iz Note that in the same position a proper noun would require a defi-
nite verb form: )
Julidre latta a medencében. ‘She saw Julia in the pool.’
« a noun phrase premodified by a numeral (without the definite article):

Hét cdapat latott a medencében. ‘She saw seven sharks in the pool.

» a first or second person pronoun (but not a reflexive pronoun):
Kristof ismer engem/téged. ‘Christopher knows me/you’

= Note that a first/second person reflexive pronoun would require a

definite verb form:
Kristof ismeri magdt. ‘Christopher knows himself’

s Note that a special -lak/-lek/-alaki-elek suffix is used instead of the
normal indefinite suffix in the 1% person singular if there is a second
person object (see Sections 11.3, 12.4, 13.4 and 14.4 ).

« an interrogative pronoun (but not the ones that contain an -ik and have
unique identification), e.g. kit “who’, mit “what’, hdny, hdnyat ‘how many’,
milyen, milyent ‘what sort’:

Mit akarsz? ‘What do you want?’
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== Note that an -ik interrogative pronoun with unique identification
pronoun (melyik, melyiket ‘which (one)’ hdnyadik, hdnyadikat ‘which
(one) in a sequence’) would require a definite verb form:

Melyiket akarod? ‘Which one do you want?’
» one of the following set of pronouns:
minden ‘everything’
ennyi ‘this many/much’
annyi ‘that many/much’
semmi ‘nothing’
semmilyen ‘no kind’
senki ‘nobody’
valaki ‘someone’
valamennyi' ‘some amount’
valami ‘something’
valamilyen ‘some kind’

Nem szeretett senkit. ‘(S)he did not love anybody.

« a noun phrase whose noun is premodified by any of the interrogative
pronouns or pronouns listed above:

“What kind of a book did (s)he read?’
‘(S)he read every book.

Milyen kdnyvet olvasott?
Minden konyvet olvasott.

« expressed with a construction whose verb is an infinitive:

Meg akarok tanulni magyarul. ‘I want to learn Hungarian’

10.1.2 Direct object phrases which count as definite

A direct object counts as definite (and requires the definite conjugation)
if it is

- a proper noun with or without a definite article:

Juliat latta a medencében. ‘(S)he saw Julia in the pool.
A Dundt latta. ‘(S)he saw the Danube’

« a noun phrase with a definite article:

Olvasom a kdnyvet. ‘I am reading the book.’

I Note the this is not valamennyi ‘all’, which requires a definite verb (see below)
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* a possessive noun phrase:

Olvasom a kényvemet.

‘I am reading my book.’
Olvasom Péter kinyvér.

‘I am reading Peter’s book.’
» a third person pronoun:

Latom ot

‘I see her/him.’

* the demonstrative pronoun ez/az ‘this/that’, the universal pronouns mind
‘all’, valamennyi “all’, a reflexive pronoun, a reciprocal pronoun, or a
possessive pronoun:

Ldtom azt.

Latom valamennyit.
Ldtom magamat.
Latjak egymdst.
Ldtom az enyémet.

‘I see that.

‘I see all of them”’

‘I see myself’

‘They see each other.
‘I see mine.

In a sequence’, valamelyik ‘any one’, egyik ‘one [of them]’, mdsik ‘the
other’, mindegyik ‘each and every one’, semelyik ‘neither/none’):

Melvyiket latom? ‘Which one do I see?’

* a noun phrase whose noun is premodified by a pronoun listed under the
previous two points:

* a pronoun of the ik’ group (melyik ‘which [one]’” hdnyadik, ‘which [one]

Melyik kutyét latom? ‘Which dog do I see?’
Ldtom azt o kutydt. ‘I see that dog.’

Ldtom valamennyi kutydt.

« expressed by a clause:

‘I see all the dogs’

Latom, hogy ot 4.

‘I see that he/she/it is standing there’
Latom, ha bejon.

‘I’ll see if he/she/it comes in’

2Note that this is not valamennyi ‘some amount’, which requires an indefinite verb (see
above), e.g. Ldtok valamennyit. ‘1 see some (of them).
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11. The Present Tense

The Present Tense is unmarked (i.e. it is expressed by a zero sufﬁx. in the
TENSE/MOOD slot). The person/number distinctions and the definiteness
distinctions are expressed by suffixes in the PERSON/NUMBER slot.

11.1 Present Indefinite . .
The indefinite PERSON/NUMBER suffixes are the following in the Present

Tense:
PRESENT INDEFINITE
SINGULAR PLURAL

1sT -ok/-ek/-ok -unk/-iink

2ND -sz/-asz/-esz -tok/-tek/-toki-otokl/-ciekl-otok
-oll-ell-6l
3RD % -nak/-nek/-anakl-enek

« These suffixes are harmonizing two- or th‘ree—form‘suffixes where the
choice of the appropriate harmonic variant is determined by Vowel Har-
mony:

ad ver 1ok hoz vés. , ]“0’2 ’
‘give’ ‘beat’ ‘push’ ‘bring”  ‘chisel cook
SG IsT  adok verek [6kok hozok ve:sek f0:z¢:):k
2ND  adsz versz [6ksz hozol ve/sel fqzol
3rRD  ad ver lok hoz vés foz

. ssiink  foziink

PL 1st  adunk  veriink [dkiink  hozunk vésiin ziir
2ND  adtok vertek loktok hoztok ve:stek foyztok
3rRD adnak  vernek  loknek  hoznak vésnek  féznek
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11. The Present Tense

11.1.1 The 2sc INDEF suffix and sibilant-final stems

Some of the variation in the present indefinite suffixes in the table above
is not due to Vowel Harmony. Notably, in the second person singular, the
usual -sz suffix is replaced by the harmonizing three-form suffix -ol/-el/-é]
if the stem ends in a sibilant, i.e. sz, z, 5, dz. Compare with:

hoz vés foz ad ver lok
‘bring”  ‘chisel’ ‘cook’ ‘give’ ‘beat’ ‘push’
28G INDEF hozol vésel [f6z0l adsz versz loksz

11.1.2 the 2sa, 2pL, 3pL INDEF suffixes and cluster-final stems

There is some additional variation not shown in the table above. The sec-
ond person singular -sz, the second person plural suffix -tok/-tek/-ték and
the third person plural suffix -nak/-nek have vowel-initial variants as well
(-asz/-esz, -otokl-etek/-6t6k and -anak/-enek respectively). These variants
appear if the stem ends in a consonant cluster or in -7#:

2sG 2pPL 3pL
old ‘untie’ oldasz oldotok oldanak
fest ‘paint’ " festesz festetek fes_tfnek
kiizd “fight kiizdesz kiizdotok kiizdenek
segit ‘help’ segitesz segitetek segitenek
fanit ‘teach’ tanitasz tanitotok tanitanak

Verbs that end in ¢ preceded by a long vowel but not the suffix -if often
behave in an idiosyncratic way. The relevant stems are the following: bo-
csat ‘forgive’, fiit ‘heat’, hiit ‘cool’, ldt ‘see’, I6t(-fur) ‘run a lot, never stop’,
miit ‘operate’, szit ‘stir up’, tdt ‘open wide’, vét ‘err’:

25G 2pL 3PL
bocsdr bocsdt(a)sz bocsdt(o)tok bocsdtanak
fiit fiit(e)sz fit(Gytok filtenel
hit hiitsz hiitotok hiitenek
lat ldtsz ldttok ldtnak
16t(~fur) 16tsz(-futsz) lottok(-futtok) [6tnak(-futnak)
miit miitesz miitotok miitenek
szit szit(a)sz szit(o)tok szit(a)nak
tds tatsz tdtotok tat(aynak
vét vét(e)sz vétetek vétenek
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= Some verbs which end in consonant clusters exceptionally do not take
the suffix-initial vowel (e.g varr ‘sew’: varrsz, varrtok, vagnak)’. All
-l final verb stems except hall ‘hear’, hull ‘fall’, kell ‘have to, need’ and
vall ‘confess’ belong to this exceptional group.

oz Note that Vowel-deleting Stems take the non-vowel-initial varia‘nts of
the 2sG, 2pL, 3PL INDEF suffixes: e.g. morog ‘growl’: morogsz ‘youy,
growl’, morogtok ‘you,, growl’, morognak ‘they grpyvl’. ngel-delet-
ing -ik stems may equally take the the non-vowel-initial variants or the
the vowel-initial variants: e.g. fiirdik ‘take a bath’: ﬁirddsz/_@esﬂz youg,
take a bath’, fiirédtok/fiirdotok ‘you,, take a bath’, fiirddnek/fiirdenek
‘they take a bath’. See Section 19.1 on Vowel-deleting Stems and Chap-
ter 18 on ik-verbs.

11.2 Present Definite
The definite PERSON/NUMBER suffixes are the following in the Present Tense:

PRESENT DEFINITE
SINGULAR PLURAL
1sT -om/-em/-om -juk/-jiik
-Cluk/-Cliik
2ND -od/-ed/-6d -jatok/-itek
-Odarok
3rD -jal-i -jakl-ik
-Ua -(lak

In the table above (and henceforward) the symbol [] .indicates that the pre-
ceding consonant has to be doubled, i.e. the stem-final consonant‘ gem1:
nates before the suffix vowel (e.g. mos+[Juk — mossuk [mof-uk] ‘wash
(1PL PRES DER); visz+[iik — vissziik [vis:yk] ‘carry’ [1PL PRES DEF]).

» The present definite suffixes are harmonizing two- or th_ree-fonn suf-
fixes where the choice of the appropriate variant is dete_rmmed by Vowel
Harmony (note that sometimes the variants are very different: compare
the front variant -i vs. the back variant -ja in the 3sg):

ad ver 16k hog })és‘ , j‘fé’z ,
‘give’ ‘beat’ ‘push’ ‘bring’ chisel cook
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11. The Present Tense

S 1sT- adom verem 10kom hozom  vésem  f6zom
OND  adod vered lokod hozod  vésed  fozod
3rRD  adja veri loki hozza Vési f6zi

PL 1sT  adjuk verjiik  Iokjiik  hozzuk  véssiik  fozziik
2ND  adjdtok veritek  Idkitek  hozzdtok vésitek  fOzitek
3rRD adjdk verik lokik hozzdk  vésik [Ozik

11.2.1 The 3sa peF suffix and the PLURAL DEFINITE suffixes

The 3rd person singular suffix and all the plural definite suffixes have vari-
ants that cause gemination of the stem final consonant if the consonant is
one of the sibilants sz, z, s, dz (in the table showing the definite suffixes,
we have indicated these variants with the special initial symbol [J).

s Note that in the 1st person plural, the gemination of the stem-final sibi-
lant happens both in back and front stems (e.g. hozzuk AND véssiik,
[fdzziik). By contrast, in the 3rd person singular and the plural 2nd and
3rd persons, the gemination-inducing suffix variant only combines
with back sibilant-final stems: compare hozza BUT vési, f6zi (35G);
hozzarok BUT vésitek, fozitek (2pL); hozzdak BUT vésik, fézik (3pL).

" = Note that the j-initial suffix variants may cause assimilation which is
unindicated in the spelling (e.g.adja [03:0]). For the actual pronunci-
ation of the consonant clusters consisting of a consonant+; see Section
1.3.4 on Palatalization.

11.3. 1sG subject 2sG/PL object: the -lak/-lek/-alak/-elek suffix

If the subject of the verb is 1st person singular and the object is 2nd per-
son singular/plural, a special -lak/-lek/-alak/-elek suffix is used instead
of the regular indefinite conjugation (recall that 2nd person objects count
as indefinite otherwise).

Compare:

1sGS 2sG/pLO

En ldtlak téged. vs. & ldr téged.

‘I see you.gs’ ‘He/she sees you.gg’
En nézlek 1éged. Ok néznek téged.

‘T watch you.g,’ “They watch you.g,’
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En tartalak titeket. Mi tartunk titeke:t.
‘T hold you.p.’ ‘We hold you.p,
A . . . L2 2 d
En ismerlek téged. Kristdf ismer tége ,
‘I know you.gg’ ‘Christopher knows you.gq

« The choice between the -lak/ -alak vs. -leki-elek suffix varjants is deter-
mined by Vowel Harmony: ldtlak vs. nézlek; tartalak vs. ismerlek.

« Cluster-final stems ‘
The -alaklelek variant of the suffix is used after stems that end in a

consonant cluster:

tart ‘hold’ tartalak
old ‘untie’ oldalak
fest ‘paint’ festelek
kiizd ‘fight’ kiizdelek

rbs which end in consonant clusters exceptionally do not

Again, some ve t [
be s ending in a geminate consonant

take the suffix-initial vowel. All verb

belong to this group (e.g varr ‘sew’: varrlak). |

that 15G° 2s6/pL° forms of verbs that end in gemm‘ate -l arc’c,ml.y

- ls\;()etl(: with two Is (e.g. riihell ‘hate, despi§e’ - ra:hel@ _I hate you ) in

spite of the fact that these forms may coincide in s_pellmg ‘and in pro’-.

nunciation! with the PRES 1sG INDEF form (e.g. riihellek ‘I hate sg.’:
Riihellek mosogatni. ‘I hate washing up.).

i - l-initial variants of

= Note that Vowel-deleting Stems take the non-vowe! ‘ :

the 15G° 25G/pLO suffix: e.g. morog ‘growl’ moroglak ‘1 growl at you'.
See Section 19.1 on Vowel-deleting Stems.

= For the use of the Present Tense, see Chapter 16.

Y This can only happe i 1d
! This can only happen with front stems. The corresponding ff)rms 'of ba;kks“f?s;ggu’
be non-identical since the 1sG INDEF suffix is _ok, e.g. hall ‘hear’: halla
but hallok ‘1 hear (SG)’.
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12. The Past Tense

The Past Tense is mark‘ed with the past tense suffix which appears in the
TENSE/MOOD slot following the verb stem. The person/number distinctions

and the definiteness distinctions are ex i i
ressed by suffixes i
NUMBER slot. P g 1 the PERSON/

12.1 The Past Tense suffix

The past tense §ufﬁx ir_nmediately follows the stem and may be followed
byta definite or indefinite PERSON/NUMBER suffix. It has the following vari-
ants:

-ott/-ett/-ott

-t

-t
12.1.1 -it ’
The vowelless geminate variant -# of the past tense suffix only occurs

?fter v-adding verb stems word-finally and before PERSON/NUMBER suf-
ixes:

lote Iotted ‘shoot’
358G PAST INDEF 3SG PAST DEF

:Fhere are orzly a feV\{ verbal v-stems (f6 ‘cook’, I6 ‘shoot’, né ‘grow’, nyi
wear 'dO'WI‘l ro scrlbblle’, 526 ‘weave’), all of which end in a vowel in
their dictionary forms (i.e. in isolation). See Section 19.2.

12.1.2 -ott/-ett/-6tt

If there 1S a SUfle-lIlltlal VOWCI, the“ the Ch()lCC OI the u le-lIlltla[ Vowe[
S f

]“uto_tt nézett fOzotr
run’ 3sG PAST INDEF  ‘look’ 3SG PAST INDEF  ‘cook’ 3SG PAST INDEF
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12.1.3 -otl/-ett/-ott vs. -t

The choice between a vowel-initial variant -ott/-ett/-5tt vs. the vowelless
variant -¢ depends on what precedes and follows the past suffix.

12.1.3.1 Word-final position

When the past suffix is in word-final position (i.e. in the 3rd person singu-
lar indefinite, which is unmarked), the choice between the vowel-initial
variant -ott/-ett/-étt vs. the vowelless variant -¢ is determined by the last
sound(s) of the stem to which the past suffix is added.

(i) The vowelless variant (-£) occurs in word-final position if

a. the stem ends in a single consonant which is », ny, I, r or j/ly:

kivdn hdny ol sir §iZi Sfoly-ik
‘desire’ ‘vomit’ ‘kill”  fery’ ‘blow”  ‘“flow’
PAST kivdnt hanyt olt sirt fujt folyt

3SG INDEF

b. the stem belongs to the T-class of -ad/-ed-final verbs:

szalad reped
‘run’ ‘burst’
PAST 3SG INDEF szaladt repedt

= Altogether there are about 110 verb stems that end in -ad/-ed. Most of
them (over 90 stems) belong to the T-class, and only 17 are VTT-class
-ad/-ed stems (see the full list in Section 12.1.3.1. iib below). Members
of the latter class take the vowel-initial past suffix in 3SG PAST INDEF:
e.g. szenved ‘suffer’: szenvedett (compare the T-class stems above).

wr A lot of the -ad/-ed stems have variants prefixed with preverbs. Typi-
cally, variants are faithful in the sense that all the variants of the same
stem belong to the same subclass (T-class or VTT-class). This is also
true of a stem used in different meanings: all senses tend to belong to
the same subclass. There are four exceptions: téved, halad, ragad and
tdmad whose different variants/meanings belong to different subclasses:

T-class VTr-class

‘exceed, trascend, go beyond’

halad  ‘move, proceed, travel’
as in tilhalad, meghalad

ragad  ‘stick, get stuck’ ‘grab, seize, pick up’
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tdmad ‘occur (of an idea, thought)’

‘attack’ (intransitive)
feltémad: ‘rise from the dead, (megjtamad + N+acc
get up (of a wind)’

(rd)tdmad + N+SUBLAT ‘attack N’

téved  ‘move somewhere accidentally’ ‘be wrong/mistaken’

eltéved: ‘lose one’s way’

Examples:

05
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A menet a tér felé haladt.

‘The procession headed towards the square.
Meghaladott minden régi elképzelést.

‘It transcended all old ideas’

A papir a kezéhez ragadlt.

“The paper stuck to his hand’
Hirtelen fiilén ragadott.

Suddenly, she grabbed me by the ear’

Gyakran eltévedt.
‘He often lost his way.
Gyakran tévedett.
‘She was often wrong.

Feltdmadt a szél.

“The wind got up’

A sajdt apjéra tdmadt.

‘He attacked his own father+sUBLAT
Az ellenség hajnalban tdmadott.
‘The enemy attacked at dawn.

Az ellenség megtdmadott egy hidat.
‘The enemy attacked a bridge+acc.

¢. the stem ends in the consonant clusters // or 17

all szokell varr  forr
‘stand’  ‘jump’ ‘sew’  ‘boil’
PAST alle szokellt varrt  forrt
3SG INDEF
Note that the verbs hall ‘hear’, kell ‘have to, need’ and vall ‘confess’

are exceptional because they take the variant -ott/-ett/-6tt, and hull
‘fall’ may take both variants in the 3SG PAST INDEF:

hallott  kellett vallott  hullott/hullt

12. The Past Tense

d. it occurs in the exceptional 3SG PAST INDEF forms fekiidt ‘lay’, aludt
‘slept’.

(ii) The vowel-initial variant -ott/-ett/-tt occurs in word-final position in
all the cases not listed in points (ia-id) above, in particular, if

a. the stem ends in a single consonant which is NOT #, ny, [, r or j/ly:

ad rak véd néz St dsf
‘give’  ‘put’ ‘defend’ ‘watch’  ‘heat” ‘thrust’
PAST adott rakott  védett nézett fitoe  dofote

3SG INDEF
b. the stem belongs to the VTT-class of -ad/-ed-final verbs:

ad fogad szenved téved
‘give’ ‘receive’ ‘suffer’ ‘be wrong’
PAST adott fogadott szenvedett tévedett

3SG INDEF

«& The following is a complete list of the -ad/-ed-final verb stems that
belong to the VTT-class:
ad ‘give’
csipked ‘pinch repeatedly’
enged ‘allow’
fed ‘cover’
feled “forget’
fogad ‘receive’
halad ‘move, proceed’
tiilhalad, meghalad ‘exceed transcend go beyond’
lépked ‘step’
ragad ‘grab, seize, pick up’
repked *flutter, hover’
senyved ‘suffer’
szed ‘pick’
szenved ‘suffer’
tagad ‘deny’
tamad ‘attack’
téved *be wrong/mistaken’
vigad ‘have fun’
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¢. the stem ends in a consonant cluster OTHER THAN /] or rr:

hajt sért dént vonz
‘drive’ ‘hurt’ ‘decide’ ‘attract’
PAST hajtott sértett déntott vonzott

3SG INDEF

12.1.3.2 Non-word-final position preceding a PERSON/NUMBER suffix

When the past suffix precedes a vowel-initial PERSON/NUMBER suffix (i.e.
in all person/numbers other than the 3rd person singular indefinite), the
choice between the vowel-initial variant -ort/-ett/-5tt vs. the vowelless
variant -7 is determined by the last sound(s) of the stem to which the past
suffix is added.

(i) The vowelless variant (-£) occurs preceding the PERSON/NUMBER suffix if

a. the stem ends in a single consonant other than :

ad lop var hoz vés foz

‘give’ ‘steal’ ‘wait”  ‘bring’ ‘chisel’ ‘cook’
PAST 1SG DEF adtam loptam vdrtam hoztam véstem fGztem
{compare adott  lopott  vart hozott  vésett  fSzott)
3SG INDEF

b. the stem ends in ¢ which is part of the stem-final sequence -at/-et:

dpolgat etet faggat ugat matat
‘nurse ‘feed’ ‘interrogate’ ‘bark’ ‘rummage’
repeatedly’

PAST dpolgattam etettem  faggattam  ugattam matattam

15G DEF

(compare dpolgatott etetett  faggatott ugatott  matatott)
3SG INDEF)

v Note the monosyllabic verb stems figt ‘influence’ and ver ‘sow’ that
end in -at/-et, BUT take the vowel-initial variant -oti/-ett/-tt of the
past suffix before a vowel-initial PERSON/NUMBER suffix: hatottam,
vetettem (PAST 1SG DEF).

¢. the stem ends in cerfain consonant clusters. These consonant clusters
form a more-or-less arbitrary group, BUT they never end in ¢ (see
point iib below). The cluster ng [1ng], and most d-final clusters
belong to this group.
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szorong leng mond fedd hord kiild
‘worry’ ‘sway’ ‘say’ ‘scold’  ‘carry’ ‘send’

PAST szorongtam lengtem mondtam feddtem hordtam kiildtem
1SG DEF

== Some cluster-final stems permit both variants of the past suffix before
a PERSON/NUMBER suffix:
told
‘lengthen’

PAST 1SG DEF toldtam toldottam

= Note that old ‘solve’ always requires the vowel-initial variant: oldot-
tam (PAST 15G DEF).

(ii) The vowel-initial variant -ot#/-ett/-6tt occurs preceding the PERSON/
NUMRBER suffix if

a. the stem ends in the single consonant t BUT does not end in -at/-et:

hiisit tanit bocsat
‘cool’ ‘teach’ ‘allow’
PAST 1SG DEF hiisiteftem tanitottam bocsdatottam
tat St Sfut kot siit
‘open wide’  ‘heat’ ‘run’ ‘tie’ ‘bake’
PAST 1SG DEF tdtottam flitottem  futottam kotottem stitottem

= Note that there are two exceptional stems which end in ¢, but not in -at/
-et, and nevertheless take the vowelless variant of the past suffix before
a PERSON/NUMBER suffix: /dr ‘see’ and alkot ‘create’: ldttam, alkottam
(PAST 1SG DEF)

b. the stem ends in certain consonant clusters. These include all the
clusters that end in . The cluster ng [ng], and most d-final clusters
DO NOT belong to this group (see point ic above).

hajt sérl dont vonz csuklik
‘drive’ ‘hurt’ ‘decide’ ‘attract’ ‘hickup’
PAST hajtottam  sértettem  dontottem vonzottam  csuklottam

1SG DEF

wr For the past forms of Vowel-deleting Stems and irregular stems see
Sections 19.1, 19.3, 19.4 and 19.5.
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12. The Past Tense

12.2 Past Indefinite

The indefinite PERSON/NUMBER suffixes in the Past Tense are the follow-
ing (in the chart below ‘PAsT’ stands for the appropriate variant of the past
tense suffix):

PAST INDEFINITE

SINGULAR PLURAL
1sT PAST + -am/-em PAST + -unk/-tink
2ND PAST + -dl/-él PAST + -atok/-etek

3RD PAST + ¢ PAST + -ak/-ek

* The selection of the appropriate variant of the past suffix (underlined in
the table below) has been discussed in Section 12.1 above. The PERSON/
NUMBER suffixes (emboldened below) are harmonizing two-form suffixes
where the choice of the appropriate variant is determined by Vowel Har-
mony:

ad_ ver lok hoz vés foz
‘give’ ‘beat’ ‘push’ ‘bring’ ‘chisel” ‘cook’
SG  I°"  aditam vertem  Ioktem hoztam  véstem  fOztem
2% adrdl vertél lokiél hoztdl véstél  foztél
3% adott vert [okott hozott vésett fozo1t

PL 1" adtunk vertiink Ibktiink hoztunk véstiink  féztiink

2™ adtatok vertetek Idktetek hoziatok véstetek [fOztetek

3% adrak vertek loktek hoztak véstek  foztek

12.3 Past Definite

The definite PERSON/NUMBER suffixes in the Past Tense are the following
(in the chart below ‘pas7” stands for the appropriate variant of the past
tense suffix):

PAST DEFINITE

SINGULAR PLURAL
1sT PAST + -am/-em PAST + -uk/-iik
2ND PAST + -adf-ed PAST + -dtok/-étek

3RD PAST + -a/-e PAST + -dk/-ék
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» The selection of the appropriate variant of the past suffix (underlined in
the table below) has been discussed in Section 12.1 above. The PERSON/
NUMBER suffixes (emboldened below) are harmonizing two-form suffixes
where the choice of the appropriate variant is determined by Vowel Har-
mony:

ad ver lok hoz vés foz
‘give’ ‘beat’ ‘push’ ‘bring’ ‘chisel’ ‘cook’

SG 1sT adtam  vertem  Idktem  hoztam  véstem  foztem
2ND adtad verted [Okted hoztad vésted  fozted
3rRD adta verte lokte hozta véste fozte

PL  1ST adtuk vertitk  loktiik hoztuk véstiik  foztiik
2ND adtdtok vertétek IGktétek hoztdtok véstétek foztétek
3RD adtdk verték [okték hoztdik vésték  fozték

ex Note that the 1st person singular suffix is the same in the Past Definite
and the Past Indefinite: Fdztem egy levest. ‘1 cooked a soup.” = Fdztem
a levest. ‘1 cooked the soup.

12.4 1sG subject 2sa/pPL object: the -alak/-elek suffix

Similarly to the Present Tense, if the subject of the verb is 1st person sin-
gular and the object is 2nd person singular or plural, a special suffix is
used. In the Past, this suffix is PAST + -alak/-elek (where ‘PAST’ is the appro-
priate form of the past suffix). The choice of the appropriate -alak/-elek
variant is determined by Vowel Harmony:

ad ver 16k hoz vés foz
‘give’ ‘beat’ ‘push’ ‘bring’ ‘chisel” ‘cook’

SG 1sT adtalak vertelek [oktelek hoztalak véstelek fdztelek

ez For the use of the Past Tense, see Chapter 16.
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13. The Conditional

The Conditional is marked with the conditional suffix which appears in
the TENSE/MOOD slot following the verb stem. The person/number dis-
tinctions and the definiteness distinctions are expressed by suffixes in
the PERSON/NUMBER slot.

13.1 The conditional suffix

The conditional suffix appears in the TENSE/MOOD inflectional slot, i. e. it
follows the stem and precedes the definite or indefinite PERSON/NUMBER
suffixes. It has the following variants:

-n
-an/-en

13.1.1 -~an/-en

The choice between the back vowel variant -an and the front vowel vari-
ant -en of the vowel-initial form of the conditional suffix is determined
by Vowel Harmony:

mond sért kiild
‘say’ ‘offend’ ‘send’
COND mondana sértene kiildene

3SG INDEF

13.1.2 -an/-en vs. -n

The choice between the vowel-initial -an/-e¢n variant vs. the vowelless -n
variant of the conditional suffix depends on the shape of the stem.

(i) The vowel-initial variant occurs if

a. the stem ends in a consonant cluster other than -rr, -
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tart rant vonz
‘hold’ ‘pull’ ‘attract’
COND tartana rdntana vonzana

3SG INDEF

w Note that hall ‘hear’, kell “have to, need’, vall ‘confess’ and hull ‘fall’
are exceptional because they end in -// but they take the vovel-initial
-an/-en variant of the conditional suffix:

hall kell vall hull

COND hallana kellene vallana hullana
3SG INDEF

Compare the regular dlina ‘(s)he/it would stand’. See Section 13.1.211a.

b. the stem ends in a ¢ preceded by a long vowel:

tanit veszit szit bocsdt

‘teach’ ‘lose’ “stir up’ ‘forgive’
COND tanitandd veszitenéd szitandd bocsdtandd
2SG DEF

vét 1at hiit miit fut

‘err’ ‘open wide”  ‘cool’ ‘operate’  ‘heat’
COND vétenéd  1dtandd hiitenéd  miitenéd  flitenéd
2SG DEF

wz Note the stems [dr ‘see’ and [6t(-fut) ‘run a lot, never stop’, which are
exceptional because they end in ¢ preceded by a long vowel, but excep-
tionally take the -n variant of the conditional suffix:

1t 16t-fut

COND latnal [otnal-futndl

28G INDEF

(ii) The vowelless variant occurs if

a. the stem ends in -7+, -l

all szégyell varr
‘stand’ ‘be ashamed of” ‘sew’
COND dllna szégyellne varrna

3SG INDEF
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b. the stem ends in a single consonant other than #:

lop ver hagy néz
‘steal’ ‘beat’ ‘leave’ ‘look’
COND lopndd vernéd hagyndd néznéd

2SG DEF

¢. the stem ends in a ¢ preceded by a short vowel:

vet hat it
‘sow’ ‘influence’ ‘hit’
COND vetnéd hatnad itnéd

2SG DEF

i Notg that Vowel-deleting Stems take the -n variant of the conditional
suffl)‘(: e.g. morog ‘growl’: morogna ‘(s)he/it would growl’. Vowel-
deleting -ik stems may equally take the -n variant or the -an/-en vari-
apt: e.g. fiirdik: fiirddnelfiirdene ‘(s)hefit would take a bath’. See Sec-
tion 19.1 on Vowel-deleting Stems and Chapter 18 on ik-verbs.

13.2 Present Conditional Indefinite

The indefinite PERSON/NUMBER suffixes in the Present Conditional are the

following (in the table below ‘conp’ stands for the appropriate vari
., . t
the conditional suffix): ppropriate variant of

CONDITIONAL INDEFINITE (PRESENT)

SINGULAR PLURAL
1St COND + -ék COND + -dnk/-énk
2ND COND + -dll-él COND + -dtok/-étek
3RrD COND + -al-e COND + -dnakl/-ének

. The sglection of the appropriate variant of the conditional suffix (under-
lined in the table below) has been discussed in Section 13.1 above. Most
of the PERSON/NUMBER suffixes (emboldened below) are harmonizing
twp-form suffixes where the choice of the appropriate variant is detelfi
mined by Vowel Harmony.

(=3 Npte, however, that the 1st person singular suffix -ék does not harmo-
nize and thus remains the same after back and front stems as well.
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ad ver {6k mond vét
‘give’ ‘beat’ ‘push’ ‘say’ ‘err’
Sc 157 adnék vernék [6knék mondanék vétenék
280 adnal vernél [6knél mondandl vétenél
3% adna verne [okne mondana vétene

PL 157 adndnk  vernénk I5knénk  mondandnk vétenénk
N gdndtok  vernétek  loknétek mondandtok  vétenétek

3% gdndnak vernének  loknének mondandnak vétenének

13.3 Present Conditional Definite

The conditional definite endings are the following in the Present Condi-
tional (in the table below ‘conp’ stands for the appropriate variant of the
conditional suffix):

COoNDITIONAL DEFINITE (PRESENT)

SINGULAR PLURAL
1sT COND + -dm/-ém COND + -dnkl/-énk
2nd COND + -dd/-éd COND + -dtok/-étek
3rd COND + -dl-é COND + -dki-ék

« The selection of the appropriate variant of the conditional suffix (under-
lined in the table below) has been discussed in Section 13.1 above. The
NUMBER/PERSON suffixes (emboldened below) are harmonizing two-form
suffixes where the choice of the appropriate variant is determined by
Vowel Harmony.

s Note that the plural Ist person suffixes and the plural 2nd person suf-
fixes are identical in the definite and the indefinite conditional conju-
gations (-dnk/-énk and -dtok -étek respectively).

ad ver Lok mond vét
‘give’ ‘beat’ ‘push’ ‘say’ ‘err’
SG 1st adndm verném l6kném mondandm véteném
2ND  adndd vernéd loknéd mondandd vétenéd
3RD adnd verné 16kné mondand vétené
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PL 1ST adndnk vernénk l6knénk  mondandnk  vétenénk
2ND adndtok  vernétek  l6knétek  mondandtok  vétenétek
3RD adndk vernék l6knék mondandk vétenék

w5 Note that sometimes the 3rd person plural definite conditional form
may be identical with the 1st person singular indefinite conditional
form. In Standard Hungarian this can only happen if the stem is a front
stem: En I6knék egy kovet. ‘1 would push a stone.” = Ok 15knék a kovet.
“They would push the stone’. If the stem is back, the two forms are
distinct: En adnék egy ajandékot neki. ‘1 would give a present to her/
him. # Ok adndk az ajéndékot neki. ‘They would give the present to
her/him.". (In non-standard Hungarian, the two forms are identical even
for back vowel stems, e.g. adndk. This is considered to be incorrect
by purists.)

13.4 1s:G subject 2sG/prL object: the -dlak/-élek form

Similarly to the Present Tense and the Past Tense, if the subject of the verb
is 1st person singular and the object is 2nd person singular or plural a spe-
cial suffix is used. In the Conditional the ending is COND + -ALAK/ELEK
(where cOND is the appropriate form of the conditional suffix). The choice
of the appropriate -dlak/-élek variant is determined by Vowel Harmony:

ad ver lok mond vét
‘give’ ‘beat’ ‘push’ ‘say’ ‘err’

SG 1" adnalak  vernélek  [0knélek  mondandlak  vétenélek

13.5 Past Conditional

The Past Conditional is not expressed by suffixation, but by a construc-
tion which consists of a (definite or indefinite) past verb form plus the
word volna. Schematically:

verb,,.. + volna
The difference between definiteness and indefiniteness is expressed by
the verb form in Past Tense (by using the Past Definite or the Past Indefi-

nite). If the verb form is definite, the whole construction is definite and
if 1t is indefinite, the whole construction is indefinite:

ha lattdal volna egy repiilot... ‘if you had seen a plane...
ha lattad volna a repiilét... ‘if you had seen the plane...

20
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Elolvasta volna a konyvet. i
‘(S)he would have read the book.

Elolvasott volna bdrmilyen kdnyver.
‘(S)he would have read any book.

& For the use of the Conditional, see Chapter 16.
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14. The Conjunctive-Imperative

;I‘hf«; Corlllj‘u?lctive—lmperative is marked with the conjunctive-imperative

uffix which appears in the TENSE/MOOD slot following the verb stem. The
person/pumber distinctions and the definiteness distinctions are expressed
by suffixes in the PERSON/NUMBER slot.

Eor the sake of simplicit
five-imperative suffix
imperative ending’ .

y we shall refer to the combination of the conjunc-
plus a person/number suffix as the ‘conjunctive-

14.1 COnjunctive-lmperative Indefinite

The conjunctive-imperative endings are the following in the indefinite

conjugation:
Conjunctive-Imperative Indefinite

SINGULAR PLUrRAL

Ist -jaki-jek -junk/-jiink
-Ulak/-ek -Cunk/-Ciink

2ND —jdl{—jé[ ) ~jatok/-jetek
-Llal/-él -Uatok/-Tetek

3RD ~Jon!-jen/-jén -janak/-jenek
-Ulon/~Clen/~Nén -Oanak/-Tenek

In the table above (as elsev in thi
a vhere in this book) the symbol (] indj
: g indicate ‘
the preceding consonant has to be doubled, i.e. the stem-fi Sonnt
:gerpln?tes before the suffix-initial vowel (e.g. hoz+{Tak — ho
bring’ (1sG cony INDEF); vés+{etek — v
CONJ INDEF)).

nal consonant
. zzak [hoz:ok]
éssetek [vef-eitek] ‘chisel’ (2pL

« These suffixes are harmonizin

choice of the appropriate harm
mony:

g two- or lh-ree—fonn suffixes where the
onic variant is determined by Vowel Har-
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ad ver 16k hoz vés foz
‘give’ ‘beat’ ‘push’ ‘bring’ ‘chisel”’  ‘cook’

S 1" adjak verjek  lokjek hozzak véssek  fozzek
2% adjal verjél 1okjeél hozzil véssél fozzél
3% adjon verjen  lokjon  hozzon véssen fozzon

PL 15" adjunk verjiink Iokjiink hozzunk véssiink fézziink
2" adjatok verjetek Ibkjetek hozzatok véssetek fozzetek

380 gdjanak verjenek lbkjenek hozzanak véssenek fOzzenek

14.1.1 Sibilant-final stems

As can be seen in the table above, some variation in the endings is not due
to Vowel Harmony. Specifically, all the conjunctive-imperative indefinite
endings have variants that cause gemination of the stem-final consonant
(in the table above these variants are marked with the special initial sym-
bol [7]). These variants occur if the stem-final consonant is one of the sibi-
lants sz, z, s, dz.

=z Note that the j-initial variants may cause assimilation which is unindi-
cated in the spelling (e.g. adjatok [5y:otok]). For the actual pronun-
ciation of the consonant clusters consisting of a consonant+/ see Sec-
tion 1.3.4 on Palatalization.

14.1.2 Short Forms
The second person singular conjunctive-imperative indefinite ending -jdl/
-jél/-(dal/-[Jél has an optional alternative.

This alternative is -j after stems ending in non-sibilant consonants, and -[]
after stems ending in the sibilants sz, z, s, dz (in other words, the final sibi-
lant consonant of sibilant-final stems becomes geminated). Thus the sec-
ond person singular conjunctive-imperative indefinite forms have short-
form alternatives. Compare:
ad ver 6k hoz vés foz
‘give’  ‘beal’ ‘push’ ‘bring’ ‘chisel”  ‘cook’

2SG LONG  adjal verjél lokjél hozzdl véssél  fOzzél

SHORT  adj verj [6kf hozz VEéss fozz
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There is no difference in meaning or usage between the long and short
forms. in}f thp 2nd person singular forms have short alternatives. The
same assimilation rules apply to the short forms as to the long forms.

14.2 Conjunctive-Imperative Definite

The conjunctive-imperative endings are the following in the definite con-
jugation:

CONJUNCTIVE-IMPERATIVE DEFINITE

14. The Conjunctive-Imperative

SINGULAR PLURAL
157 -jam/-jem -juk/-jiik
-Oam/-Cem Cluk/-iik
2N -jadl-jed -jatokl-jétek
-Oad/-Cled -Cdtok/-{Jérek
3ro -jal-je -jdki-jék
-Oa/-[le -[Jak/-[ék

In the table; above (as elsewhere in this book) the symbol [ indicates that
the preceding consonant has to be doubled, i.e. the stem-final consonant
geminates before the suffix-initial vowel (e.g. hoz+{Juk — hozzuk [hoz:u k]
‘bring’ (1PL CONJ DEF); vés+[létek — véssetek [vef:etek] ‘chisel’ (2§L

CONIJ DEF)).

. Thgse suffixes are hmonizing two- or three-form suffixes where the
choice of the appropriate harmonic variant is determined by Vowel Har-

mony:

ad ver 16k
‘give’ ‘beat’ ‘push’

S 1 adjam  verjem Iékjem

2% adjad verjed [Gkjed

hoz vés foz
‘bring’ ‘chisel’ ‘cook’

hozzam  véssem  fSzzem

hozzad véssed JBzzed

14.2.1 Sibilant-final stems

As can be seen in the table above, some variation in the endings is not due
to Vowel Harmony. Specifically, all the conjunctive-imperative definite
endings have variants that cause gemination of the stem-final consonant
(in the table above these variants are marked with the special initial sym-
bol [1). These variants occur if the stem-final consonant is one of the sibi-
lants sz, z, s, dz.

o Note that the j-initial variants may cause assimilation which is unindi-
cated in the spelling (e.g. adjdtok [oy:a:tok]). For the actual pronun-
ciation of the consonant clusters consisting of a consonant+j see Section
1.3.4 on Palatalization.

14.2.2 Short Forms
The second person singular conjunctive-imperative definite ending -jad/
-jed/-[Jad/-[led has an optional alternative, which is -d regardless whether
the stem-final consonant is a sibilant or not:
ad ver 1ok hoz vés foz
‘give’ ‘beat’ ‘push’ ‘bring’ ‘chisel”  ‘cook’

2SG LONG adjad  verjed  [6kjed hozzad  véssed  fdzzed
P
SHORT add verd 1okd hozd vésd fdzd

There is no difference in meaning or usage between the long and short
forms. Only the 2nd person singular forms have short alternatives.

v Note that the definite short forms of v-adding verb stems (e.g. /5 ‘shoot’)
have geminate dd [d:]: /6dd ‘shoot 25G CONJ DEF SHORT. See Section
19.2 on v-adding verb stems.

14.2.3

Note that some of the conjunctive-imperative definite verb forms happen
to be identical with some of the present definite verb forms:

3*  adja verje l6kje hozza Vvésse fOzze
PL 1" adjuk verjiik  lokjiik hozzuk véssiik fozziik
2" adjatok  verjétek Iokjétek  hozzdtok véssétek [fOzzétek
3% adjdk verjék  Iokjék hozzdk véssék [fOzzék
‘94

Verjiik a dobot. ‘We beat (1pL PRES DEF) the drum.
Verjiik a dobot. ‘We beat (1PL CONJ DEF) the drum.

Ti mossdtok a kezeteket.
Ti mossatok a kezeteket.

(=Let’s beat the drum.)

“You wash (2pPL PRES DEF) your hands’
*You wash (2pPL CONJ DEF) your hands.
(=You should.)
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The correspondences are as follows. Abbreviations: BN: non-sibilant-final
back stem (ad ‘give’); Bs: sibilant-final back stem (hoz ‘bring’); EN: non-
sibilant-final front stem (ver ‘beat’); Fs: sibilant-final front stem (vés
‘chisel”).

PRESENT DEFINITE CONJUNCTIVE-IMPERATIVE

1PL BN adjuk = adjuk
BS hozzuk = hozzuk
EN verjiik = verjiik
FS véssiik véssiik
2PL BN adjdtok = adjdtok
BS hozzdtok = hozzdtok
FN veritek # verjétek
FS vésitek + véssétek
3PL BN adjdak = adjdak
BS hozzdk = hozzdk
FN verik # verjék
FS vésik # véssék
3sG BN adja = adja
BS hozza: = hozza
FN veri s verje
FS vési * vésse

wr NB: r-final stems do not have these coincidences in Standard Hungar-
ian (see Section 14.3.4).

14.3 t-final Verbs

The Conjunctive-Imperative of ¢-final verbs differs from that of the other
verbs both in the definite and the indefinite.

T-final verbs behave in three different ways depending on the kinds of
vowel-consonant sequences or consonant-consonant clusters they end in.

14.3.1 t-final stems that end in a short vowel plus ¢

Verb stems in the first subclass of t-final verbs end in a short vowel + and
(exceptionally) also the verbs ldf ‘see’, I6t(-fut) ‘run a lot, never stop’ and
bocsdt “forgive’. These verb stems take special s-initial conjunctive-imper-
ative (definite or indefinite) endings.
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The s-initial endings are the following in the CONJUNCTIVE-IMPERATIVE
INDEFINITE and the CONJUNCTIVE-IMPERATIVE DEFINITE:

CONJUNCTIVE-IMPERATIVE INDEFINITE

SINGULAR PLURAL
15T -sak/-sek -sunk/-siink
2 -sall-sél -satok/-setek
3RD -son/-sen/-sén -sanak/-senek

CONJUNCTIVE-IMPERATIVE DEFINITE

SINGULAR PLURAL
157 -sam/-sem -suki/-siik
2nD -sad/-sed -satok/-sétek
3r0 -sal-se -sakl-sék

‘When these endings are added to the verbs in this subclass., the.sterp-final
t also becomes s, so a geminate ss [ [:] appears in the conJul}ctl.vejlmpe/rlz
ative forms: ¢ + s — ss. This change is indicated in the spelling: /4t + sa

— ldssdk [laf:a:k] ‘see 3PL CONJ DEF’.

- These suffixes are harmonizing two- or three—form.suffixes where the
choice of the appropriate harmonic variant is determined by Vowel Har-

mony:
CONJUNCTIVE-IMPERATIVE INDEFINITE
alkot fizet zit. {at ,
‘create’ ‘pay’ hit see
SG 157 alkossak fizessek lissek ldssak
2% alkossdl fizessél iissél ldssal
3¥0 alkosson fizessen lsson ldsson
PL 15" alkossunk fizessiink lsstink ldssunk
2% alkossatok fizessetek lissetek ldssatok
3% alkossanak fizessenek lissenek ldssanak

97



14. The Conjunctive-Imperative

Sc 1T
9ND
3rD

PL 15T
JND
30

CONJUNCTIVE-IMPERATIVE DEFINITE

alkot
‘create’

alkossam
alkossad
alkossa
alkossuk
alkossdtok

alkossdk

14.3.1.1 Short Forms

fizet
< »

pay
fizessem
fizessed
fizesse
fizessiik
fizessétek

fizessék

it

‘hit’
lissem
lissed
usse
tissiik
lissétek

lissék

lat

‘see’
ldssam
ldssad
lassa
lassuk
ldssdtok

lassdk

14. The Conjunctive-lmperative

few verbs are exceptional in that they end in a long vowel plus ¢ but belong
to the first subclass of ¢-final verbs (see Section 14.3.1).

The verb stems of the second subclass take the same s-initial conjunctive-
imperative (definite or indefinite) endings as those of the first subclass
(for the list of endings see Section 14.3.1). However, when these endings
are added to the r-final stems of the second subclass, ts clusters result
(i.e. the stem-final ¢ does NOT become s): ¢ + s — 5. The s cluster is pro-
nounced [¢f] or [tf:], an assimilation which is not indicated by the spelling.
A short [tf] is pronounced when the #s cluster is preceded by another con-
sonant (fart + suk — tartsuk [tortfuk] ‘hold 2pL cONJ DEF’) and a long
[t/:] is pronounced when the ts cluster is preceded by a vowel (¢dt + sdk
— tdtsdk [ta:tf-a:k] ‘open wide 3PL CONJ DEF).

« The suffix variants are harmonizing two- or three-form suffixes where
the choice of the appropriate harmonic variant is determined by Vowel

(i) The indefinite 2sG short forms are formed with the suffix -s which

behaves in the same way as the corresponding suffix in the long form:
t+5—ss.

alkot fizet Lt lar
create’ ‘pay’ ‘hit’ ‘see’
2SG LONG alkossdl fizessél lissél ldssdl
SHORT  alkoss fizess " liss lass

(ii) The a’efini.te 25G short forms are formed with the suffix -d. Note that
the stem-final  changes to s before this suffix t0o: ¢ + d — sd.

alkot fizet Lt lat
create’ ‘pay’ ‘hit’ ‘see’
2SG LONG alkossad fizessed lissed ldssad
SHORT  alkosd fizesd lisd lasd

14.3.2 t-final stems that end in a long vowel plus t, or a ¢
preceded by a consonant other than S, Sz

Verb stems in the second subclass of r-final verbs end in a long vowel + ¢
Or 1n a consonant cluster whose first consonant is not s or sz.

T?e‘verbs fit “heat’, hiit ‘cool’, miit ‘operate’, szit ‘stir up’, tdt ‘open wide’,
vet “err’ and the verbs ending in the suffix - belong here, but note that a

Harmony:
CONJUNCTIVE-IMPERATIVE INDEFINITE
ront sért ont tat vét
‘spoil’ ‘hurt’ ‘pour’ ‘open wide’  ‘miss’
Sg 15T r)ongsak sérisek ontsek tdatsak vétsek
2 ronssal  sérisél  ontsél sdtsdl vérsél
30 rontson sértsen ontson tdtson vétsen
PL 157  rontsunk sértsiink ontsiink tdtsunk vétsiink
28 yontsatok  sérisetek ontsetek tarsatok vétsetek
3R0 rontsanak  sértsenek  Ontsemek  tdtsanak vétsenek
CONJUNCTIVE-IMPERATIVE DEFINITE
-ront sért nt tat vét
‘spoil’ ‘hurt’ ‘pour’ ‘open wide’  ‘miss’
SG 15T rontsam sértsem dntsem tdtsam vétsem
2% rontsad sérised ontsed tatsad vétsed
3%°  rontsa sértse ontse tatsa vétse
PL 157 rontsuk sérisiik ontsiik tatsuk vétsiik
2% yontsdatok  sérisétek ontsétek tdrsdtok vétsétek
3%0  rontsdk sértsék ontsék tatsak vétsék
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14.3.2.1 Short Forms

(i) The indefinite 2sG short forms are formed with the suffix -s which
behaves in the same way as the corresponding suffix in the long form:
r+s—1s.

ront sért ont tat vét
‘spoil’ ‘hurt’ ‘pour’ ‘open wide’  ‘miss’
285G LONG  rontsdl sértsél ontsél tdtsal vétsél
SHORT ronts Sérts onts tats véts

(ii) The definite 2sG short forms are formed with the suffix -sd: ¢ + sd —
tsd. The resulting £sd cluster is always pronounced [d3d]:

ront sért ont tat vét
‘spoil’ ‘hurt’ ‘pour’ ‘open wide’  ‘miss’
2sG LONG  rontsad sértsed ontsed tatsad vétsed
SHORT rontsd sértsd ontsd tatsd vétsd

14.3.3 st or szt-final verbs
Verb stems in the third subclass of r-final verbs end in st or szt.

These verbs take the [-initial conjuni:tive-imperative (definite or indefi-
nite) endings (see Sections 14.1 and 14.2 ). However, the verb stems delete
the verb-final ¢ when the conjunctive-imperative ending is added and thus
the preceding s or sz is geminated: st + (0 - ss (fest + Cliink — fessiink
‘paint’ 2PL CONJ INDEF’) or szt + [ = ssz (oszt + Ounk — osszunk ‘divide’
2PL CONJ INDEF’).

« The suffix variants are harmonizing two- or three-form suffixes where
the choice of the appropriate harmonic variant is determined by Vowel
Harmony:

CONJUNCTIVE-IMPERATIVE INDEFINITE

oszt ijeszt fest
‘divide’ ‘frighten’ ‘paint’
S 157 osszak ijesszek fessek
2np osszdl [jesszél fessél
3rp osszon [jesszen fessen
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PL 15T osszunk iJessziink fessiink
28 osszatok ijesszetek fessetek
3rD osszanak ijesszenek fessenek

CONJUNCTIVE-IMPERATIVE DEFINITE

oszt ijeszt fest
‘divide’ “frighten’ ‘paint’
SG 157 osszam [jesszem fessem
28D osszad ijesszed fessed
3r0 ossza ijessze fesse
PL 157 osszuk ijessziik fessiik
28 osszdtok ijesszétek fessétek
3r0 osszdk ijesszék fessék

14.3.3.1 Short Forms

(i) The indefinite 2sG short forms are formed with the suffix -[] which
behaves in the same way as the corresponding suffix in the long form:
st+ [ - ss; szt + [ - ssz.

oszt ijeszt fest
‘divide’ “frighten’ ‘paint’
258G LONG osszdl ijesszél fessél
SHORT  0SSZ ijessz fess

(ii) The definite 2sG short forms are formed with the sulfix -d. Note that
the stem-final  deletes before this suffix too: st + d — sd; szt + d — szd.

oszt ijeszt fest
‘divide’ ‘frighten’ ‘paint’
28G LONG osszad ijesszed fessed
SHORT  oszd ijeszd fesd

14.3.4

In Standard Hungarian the conjunctive-imperative definite verb form of
a t-final stem is never identical with the present definite verb form of the
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stem. (This is unlike the behaviour of non-z-final stems, see Section
14.2.3)

The following is a comparison of those (non-identical) present definite
and conjunctive-imperative definite verb forms of ¢-final stems which
would coincide in the case of non-z-final stems (see Section 14.2.3.)

PRESENT DEFINITE CONJUNCTIVE-IMPERATIVE
1rL ldtjuk # ldssuk
rontjuk # rontsuk
osztjuk # osszuk
festjiik # Sessiik
2PL latjatok # ldssatok
rontjdtok # rontsdtok
osztjatok # osszdtok
3pL ldatjak # ldssdk
rontjak # rontsdak
osztjak # osszdk
3sG ldtja # ldssa
rontja #* rontsa
osztja # ossza

v= In non-standard Hungarian, some conjunctive-imperative definite verb
forms may be identical with some present definite verb forms even for
t-final stems. Notably, the conjunctive-imperative forms above are
used in the Present Definite by some native speakers of non-standard
Hungarian. This is considered to be incorrect by purists.

14.4 1sG subject 2sG/PL object:
the -~jalak/-jelek/-Tlalak/-Tlelek form

Similarly to the Present Tense, the Past Tense and the Conditional, if the
subject of the verb is 1st person singular and the object is 2nd person sin-
gular or plural, a special ending is used in the Conjunctive-Iimperative as
well.

In the Conjunctive-Imperative, the ending is -jalak/-jelek/-Tlalak/-Telek
where (] means the doubling of the stem-final consonant if the consonant
is one of the sibilants sz, z, s, dz.
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The choice of the appropriate -jalak/-(alak vs. -jelek/-Clelek variant is
determined by Vowel Harmony.

ad ver lok hoz vés ]‘fo’z ,
‘give’  ‘beat’ ‘push’ ‘bring’ ‘chisel cook

SG 157 adjalak verjelek lokjelek  hozzalak vésselek fOzzelek

The three types of t-final verbs behave in the way described above in Sec-
tion 14.3 on ¢-final verbs:

I IT I
lat it ront sért oszt fesr.
‘see’ ‘hit’ ‘spoil’ ‘hurt’ ‘divide’  ‘paint

SG 157 ldssalak iisselek  rontsalak sértselek osszalak fesselek

w For the usage of the Conjunctive-Imperative, see Section 16.3.
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15.1 The Future Construction

There is no specific future suffix in Hungarian. There is however a con-
struction which refers to future time. The construction consists of the verb
fog + INFINITIVE. Fog takes the definite or indefinite present endings and
the infinitive is always of the impersonal kind (i.e. not an infinitive with
possessive endings, see Chapter 17). Fog may precede or follow the Infini-
tive (its actual position is determined by emphasis and other factors):
Aludni fogok. Fogok aludni. ‘1 will sleep. In the following examples the

Future Construction is illustrated with the verb olvas ‘read’.

FUTURE INDERINITE

SG 1T olvasni fogok fogok olvasni
2np olvasni fogsz _ fogsz olvasni
3rD olvasni fog ’ fog olvasni

PL 18T olvasni fogunk fogunk olvasni
2rp olvasni fogtok fogtok olvasni
3rD olvasni fognak fognak olvasni

15G® 25G/pL° olvasni foglak foglak olvasni

FUTURE DEFINITE

S st olvasni fogom fogom olvasni
28 olvasni fogod fogod olvasni
3r0 olvasni fogja fogja olvasni

PL 157 olvasni fogjuk fogjuk olvasni
2ne olvasni fogjatok fogjatok olvasni
3rp olvasni fogjak fogjak olvasni
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15.2 The Future of van

i jon — it is the only verb in
Van ‘be’ does not occur in the Future Construction — 1t 1s‘t ) !
Hungarian that has specific future forms: Boldog leszek. ‘I will be happy.
These forms are based on the stem lesz and have the regular Present Indef-

inite suffixes:

Sg 157 leszek
JND leszel
3RD lesz

Pl IST lesziink
ND lesztek
3RD lesznek

= Note that the Future Construction is not the only way to express future
time: the Present Tense may be used with future reference too (see

Chapter 16).
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Conjunctive-lmperative

16.1 Tenses

Th@re i_s no equivalenF of the English perfect and continuous tenses/moods
which is expressed with a conjugated verb form in Hungarian (verbal pre-
fixes may express perfective meaning, see Section 21.2).

* The Present Tense may refer to present or future time:
Megyek a kényvtdrba.
‘I am going to the library.

Holnap megyek a konyvtdrba.
“Tomorrow I will go to the library.

Nézem a tévér.

‘I am watching television.’
Majd nézem a tévér.

‘Later I will watch television.

» The Past Tense can refer to any action or state that took place in the past.
It can be translated into English with Simple Past, Past Continuous, Past
Perfect and Past Perfect Continuous:

Tegnap olvastam egy kéonyvet.
‘I'read a book yesterday.

Eppen egy kdnyvet olvasott.
‘He/she/it was reading a book’

Amikor beszéltem vele, mdr olvasta a kényvet.
‘He had already read the book when I talked to him

t= Note that tl}e English Present Perfect corresponds to the Hungarian
Past Tense if t‘he meaning is resultative or indefinite past, but to the
Present Tense if the meaning is the ‘up-to-the-present’ type:
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Ldttam a filmet.
‘T have seen the film’

Ledobta a kényvet a foldre.
‘She/he/it has thrown the book on the floor.

1968 éta itt laknak.
“They have lived here since 1968.

Midta vagy rendér?
‘How long have you been a policeman?’

« The Present Tense may refer to the present or the future. Thus, future
time may be expressed in two ways: with the Present Tense, and with
the Future Construction:

Kimegy az dllomdsra.
‘He/she/it goes/is going/will go to the railway station.

Ki fog menni az dllomdsra.

‘He/she/it will go to the railway station.

» There is no sequence of tenses rule in Hungarian, so dependent clauses
may be in any tense (including the Future) even if the main clause is in
the past: >

Azt mondta, hogy Mari elment.
‘He/she/it said that Mary had left’

Azt mondta, hogy Mari elmegy.
‘He/she/it said that Mary was leaving/would leave.

Azt mondta, hogy Mari el fog menni.
‘He/she/it said that Mary would leave.

16.2 Conditional

« The conditional is used in Aa ... (akkor) ‘if ... then’ conditional construc-
tions:
Of the three conditional constructions TYPE 1 (‘If I find Christopher,
we’ll go to the cinema.’) is expressed with the Present or the Future in
Hungarian. Both the Present and the Future may appear in either (and
both) of the two clauses:

Ha megtaldlom Kristdfot, (akkor) elmegyiink moziba.
‘If I find Christopher, we’ll go to the cinema’
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Ha meg fogom taldini Kristéfot, (akkor) elmegviink moziba.
‘If I find Christopher, we’ll go to the cinema.’

Ha meg fogom taldlni Kristdfot, (akkor) el fogunk menni moziba.

‘If I find Christopher, we’ll go to the cinema.’

Ha megtaldlom Kristifot, (akkor) el fogunk menni moziba.
‘If I find Christopher, we’ll go to the cinema.

Conditional construction TYPE 2 (“If 1 found Christopher, we would goto
the cinema’) is expressed with the Present Conditional in both clauses:

Ha megtaldindm Kristéfot, (akkor) elmennénk moziba.
‘If I found Christopher, we’d go to the cinema.

J6 lenne, ha tobbet Idtndm.
‘It would be nice if I saw her/him/it more.

Conditional construction TYPE 3 ( "If I had found Christopher, we would

have gone to the cinema’) is expressed with the Past Conditional in both
clauses:

Ha megtaldltam volna Kristdfot, ( akkor) elmentiink volna moziba.
‘If I had found Christopher, we would have gone to the cinema’

J6 lett volna, ha t5bbet ldttam volna. )
‘It would have been nice if I had seen her/himyit more
» The Present Conditional is used in polite requests:
Adndl egy pohdr vizet?
“Would you give me a glass of water?’
* The conditional is used to express wishes:

Bdrcesak lenne idém.
‘If only I had time.

Bdrcsak lett volna idém.
‘If only I had had time’

16.3 Conjunctive-Imperative

« The Conjunctive-Imperative is used in direct and indirect commands/
requests:

Nézz ki az ablakon!
‘Look out of the window!’
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‘Gyere ide!
‘Come here!’

Ne menjiink aludni!
‘Let’s not go to sleep!’

Azt mondtad, hogy (én) nézzek ki az ablakon.
“You told me to look out of the window.’

Jitlia azt kéri, hogy jdjjek ide.
‘Julia asks me to come here.

Azt javasolta, hogy ne menjiink aludni. ’
‘He/she/it suggested that we should not go to sleep.

« The Conjunctive-Imperative is used to express actions/states that some-
body commands, requests, or wants somebody to do. In these construc-
tions the Conjunctive-Imperative appears in the subordinate clause.

Azt akarom, hogy vedd le.
‘I want you to take it off.

Csak azt szeretnéd, hogy szeressen.
“You would like him/her/it to love you.

Azt parancsolta, hogy ne gondolkozzam.
‘She/he/it ordered me not to think.

- The Conjunctive-Imperative is used to ask for instructions/suggestiops/
permission etc. (i.e. it can be used in the meaning expressed in English
by Shall 1?, Shall we?, Should I?, Should we?)

Levdgassam a hajam?
‘Shall I have my hair cut?’

Hovd tegyiik le?
‘Where shall we put it down?’

Ne zdrjam be az ajtor?
‘Shall I lock the door?’
- The Conjunctive-Imperative is used in clauses of purpose:

Azért megyek a boltha, hogy vegyek egy kék,papagdjz“
‘I am going to the shop to buy a blue parrot.

'Negative Yes-No questions of this kind mean the same as, but are more polite than their
positive counterparts: Zdrjam be az ajtér? ‘Shall I lock the door?
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F egylijz:otta a lampadt, hogy ne féljen a sététben.
‘He switched on the light so he won’t be afraid in the dark’

= Note Fhat in negative clauses with a Conjunctive-Imperative form, the
negative word ze is used instead of nem (see Section 23.4 on negation).

=y See Section 23.6 for the position of preverbs in clauses with Conjunc-
tive-Imperative verb forms.
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17. Non-finite forms

17.1 Infinitives

Infinitives are used in special constructions with auxiliary-like verbs and
nominals (see Section 23.5 for infinitival constructions):

Jdnos utdl teniszezni. ‘John hates to play tennis’
(1e) kénytelen vagy teniszezni. You have no choice but play tennis.’
Nekem jo teniszezni, ‘It is good for me to play tennis’

There are two kinds of infinitives: the ‘impersonal’ infinitive and the ‘per-
sonal’ infinitive.

17.1.1 The Impersonal Infinitive

The ‘impersonal’ infinitive is formed with the help of a suffix -ni/-ani/-eni,
which is added to the bare verly stem. The choice between the vowel-initial
variants -ani vs. -eni is determined by Vowel Harmony. The choice between
the vowel-initial -ani/-eni vs. the vowelless -ni variants depends on the end
of the stem.

(i) The vowel-initial variants occurs if

a. the stem ends in consonant clusters except -rr, -1/

tart tolt vonz csuklik
‘hold’ ‘pull’ ‘attract’ ‘hiccup’
INFINITIVE  tartani tolteni vonzani csuklani

s Note that hall ‘hear’, kell ‘have to, need’, vall ‘confess’ and hull ‘fall’
are exceptional because they end in -/ but they take the vowel-initial
-ani/-eni variant of the infinitive:

hall kell vall hull
INFINITIVE ~ hallani kelleni vallani hullani

(compare dllni ‘to stand’, szégyellni ‘to be ashamed of *)
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b. the stem ends in a long vowel plus £

tanit  épit  fir  bocsdt  szit mift vét  hit  tdr
‘teach’ ‘build’ ‘heat’ ‘forgive’ ‘stir up’ ‘operate’ ‘err’ ‘cool’ ‘open wide’

tanitani épiteni fiiteni bocsdtani szitani miiteni véteni hiiteni tatani

1 The stems Idr ‘see’ and I6¢(-fut) ‘run a lot, never stop’ are exceptional

because they end in a long vowel plus ¢ but take the -ni variant of the
infinitive suffix:

lar 16t-fut
INFINITIVE latni 16tni-funi

(1) The consonant-initial variants occur in all cases not covered by (1)

above:
/o] fog verekedik all varr
‘shoot’ ‘hold’ “fight’ ‘stand’  ‘sew’
INFINITIVE ~ [6ni fogni verekedni  dlini varrni

s Vowel-deleting Stems take the -ni variant: e.g. morogni ‘to growl’, and
either the vowel-initial variant or the consonant initial variant of the
infinitive suffix can be attached to Vowel-deleting -ik Stems: e.g. fii-
rodni or fiirdeni ‘to bathe’ (see Section 19.1). *

s The infinitive of a Cszik stem is based on its alternative stem: verekszik
‘fight’, verekedni ‘to fight’, see Section 19.4.1.1.

ez Note the infinitives of the irregular verbs fesz ‘put, act’, vesz ‘take, buy’,
hisz ‘believe’, visz ‘carry’, lesz ‘be, become’, eszik ‘eat’, iszik ‘drink’,
van ‘be’, megy ‘go’, jon ‘come’: tenni, venni, hinni, vinni, lenni, enni,
inni, lenni, menni, jénni (see Section 19.5).

17.1.2 The Personal Infinitive: Infinitive with Possessive
Suffixes

The Infinitive can receive the nominal possessive endings. As opposed to
the impersonal infinitive, the endings of this ‘personal’ infinitive clearly
indicate the subject of the verb in infinitive form even if there is no overt
subject:

impersonal infinitive
Nekem olvasni kell. ‘I must read.’ (overt subiject)

Olvasni kell. ‘One must read.” (no overt subject)
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personal infinitive
Nekem olvasnom kell. ‘I must read.” (overt subject’)
Olvasnom kell. ‘I must read.” (no overt subject)

The personal infinitival endings (which consist of the infinitive suffix plus
a possessive suffix) are the following:

PERSONAL INFINITIVE

SINGULAR PLURAL

IsT -nom/-nem/-ném -nunk/-niink
-anom/-enem -anunk/-entink

2ND -nod/-ned/-néd -notok/-netek/-notok
-anod/-ened -anotokl/-enetek

3D -nial-nie -niuk/-niiik
-anial-enie -aniuk/-enitik

These suffixes are harmonizing two- or three-form suffixes where the
choice of the appropriate harmonic variant is determined by Vowel Har-
mony.

ad mond néz fest lok kiizd
‘give’ ‘say’ ‘look’ ‘paint’ Jdll? ‘struggle’

SG 15" adnom mondanom néznem  festenem [0kném  kiizdenem
2% adnod  mondanod  nézned  festened  lokndd  kiizdened
3% adnia mondania néznie festenie [oknie kiizdenie
PL 15" adnunk mondanunk nézniink festeniink [Okniink kiizdeniink
2% adnotok mondanotok néznetek festenetek [5knotok kiizdenetek
3% gdniuk  mondaniuk  nézniiik  festeniiik  [dkniiik  kiizdeniiik
The choice between the vowel—in_itial and consongnt—1mt1a1 vqn_z_mFs. is
determined by the same factors as in the case of the 1mpersona1 mﬁ.mt_w.e
suffix -ani/-eni vs -ni discussed in 17.1.1 above: if the impersonal infini-

tive ending after a verb stem is vowel-initial, then the personal infinitive
endings after the same verb stem are vowel-initial too.

wr Note that the personal infinitives of the irregular verbs resz ‘put, act’,
4 . < > sl ¢ i
vesz ‘take, buy’, hisz ‘believe’, visz ‘carry’, lesz ‘be, become’, eszik ‘eat’,

113




17. Non-finite forms

iszik ‘drink’, van ‘be’, megy ‘go’, jon ‘come’ are based on the stems fen-
, ven-, hin-, vin-, len-, en-, in-, len-, men-, jon- respectively: tennem,
venned, hinnie, vinniink, lennetek, enniiik, innom, lenned, mennie, jon-
ndtdk, etc. (see Section 19.5)

v The personal infinitive of a Cszik stem is based on its alternative stem:
verekszik ‘fight’, verekedned “for you to fight’, see Section 19.4.1.1.

17.2 Participles

The active (present) participle, the passive (past) participle and the future
participle are used in adjectival function:

a haragvd ember ‘the angry man’
tanult bardtom ‘my leamed friend’
az elvégzendd munka ‘the job to be done’
17.2.1 The Active (Present) Participle

The active participle is formed with the harmonizing two-form suffix -6/-8,
which is added to the bare verb stem. The choice of the appropriate har-
monic variant is determined by Vowel Harmony:

dall Vés kiizd /e morog
‘stand’ ‘chisel’  ‘struggle’ ‘shoot’ ‘growl’
ACTIVE PARTICIPLE  dllo vésd kiizdd l6vé morgo

w The active participle of a Cszik stem is based on its alternative stem:
verekszik ‘fight’, verekedd ‘fighting’, see Section 19.4.3.

> Note the behaviour of sz/d/v and sz/z/v Stems (19.4.3) and the irregular
stems (19.5.1.5 and 19.5.2.5) before the active (present) participle suf-
fix: haragszik ‘be angry with sb’ — haragvé ‘angry’, jon ‘come’ — jovd
‘coming’, etc.

17.2.2 The Passive (Past) Participle

The passive (past) participle suffix is the same as the past tense suffix:
-ott/-ett/-ott/-t/-tt. The rules for the selection of variants are essentially
identical with those of the past tense suffix variants (see 12.1). Thus the
3sg past indef form of a verb is regularly identical with its past participle:

17. Non-finite forms

Kristdf kitépett egy oldalt a fiizetébdl.
‘Christopher tore a page out of his copybook.

A kitépett oldalt a féldre dobta.
‘He threw the torn-out page on the floor’

Mdria megtért ‘Mary converted! ,
Mdria megtért ember. ‘Mary is a converted person.

In a few cases there is an unexpected difference between the 3sg past 'indef
form and the past participle. In these cases the past participle suffix is irreg-
ularly vowel-initial (i.e. a consonant-initial variant is required by the rule):

3SG PAST INDEF PAST PARTICIPLE
ir ‘write’ irt irott
tor ‘break’ tort torott
fon ‘weave’ font fonott

17.2.3 The Future Participle

The future participle suffix is formed with the harmonising two-form suf-
fix -anddl-ends. The choice of the appropriate harmonic variant is deter-
mined by Vowel Harmony. This suffix is practically extinct as a productive
form of suffixation in present day colloquial Hungarian (especially thp
spoken language) and only survives in forms which have become lexi-
calised (‘frozen’) adjectives or nouns: jévendd ‘future’, kelendd ‘easy' to
sell’, etc. Typically, relative clauses are used to express meaningg which
could be expressed by the future participle: e.g. @ megirando cz.kk ‘the
paper to be written’ = a cikk, amit meg kell frni ‘the paper that will have
to be written’.

17.2.4 The Adverbial Participle

The adverbial participle is formed with the harmonising two-form suffix
-va/-ve, which is added to the bare verb stem. The choice of the appro-
priate harmonic variant is determined by Vowel Harmony: zokog ‘cry’:
zokogva; never ‘laugh’: neverve. It is used as an adverb of manner:

Zokogva olvastam a levelér. ‘I read her letter crying’




18. -ik Verbs

-ik verbs are an idiosyncratic class of verbs. They can be identified by the
non-harmonizing -ik suffix they take instead of the usual @ in the 3rd per-
son singular Present Indefinite e.g. fdzik ‘he/she/it is cold’, esik ‘she/he/it
falls’, szokik ‘she/he/it escapes’, dlmodik ‘he/she/it dreams’(compare the
3sG PRES INDEF of non-ik verbs, e.g. ds ‘she/hefit digs’, marad ‘she/he/it
stays’).

-ik verbs are often intransitive (i.e. have no object) and/or have a subject
which is not an agent (i.e. not a doer of an action), but it is not possible
to identify members of the ik-class on the basis of their intransitivity/mean-
ing because there are transitive and/or ‘agentive’ -ik verbs too and there
are intransitive and/or ‘non-agentive’ non-ik verbs as well: compare the
‘agentive’ jdtszik ‘play’ and olvas ‘read’, and the intransitive megddglik
‘die (of animals)’ and meghal ‘die’.

There used to be a separate -ik verb conjugation in all the singular persons
in the Present Indefinite, the Conditional Indefinite and the Imperative-
Conjunctive Indefinite. In present-day standard Hungarian all the special
-ik conjugation forms have disappeared (or exist as old-fashioned alterna-
tives to the regular forms) except the 1st person singular and the 3rd per-
son singular Present Indefinite forms. In the lst person singular Present
Indefinite the definite suffix -om/-em/-ém is used (though the regular indef-
inite -ok/-ek/-6k can be used as well) and in the 3rd person singular indefi-
nite the suffix is -ik instead of zero:

PRESENT INDEFINITE

fazik esik szokik dlmodik

‘be cold’ ‘fall’ ‘escape’ ‘dream’
SG 157 fizom esem szokom dlmodom
fazok esek szokok dimodok

3% fazik esik szokik dlmodik

w Note that some speakers consider the alternative (regular) 1st person
forms inappropriate for some -ik verbs (e.g. eszek ‘1 eat’, iszok ‘I drink’,
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etc). Some -ik verbs, however, have no special -om/-em/-Om variant
forms in the first person singular, so the -ok/-ek/-ok form is used by all
speakers, e.g. hullik ‘fall’, bomlik ‘loosen’, biyjik ‘hide’, vdlik ‘become’,
megjelenik ‘appear’.

s For the behaviour of Vowel-deleting Stems of the -ik type see Sections
19.1.1. and 19.1.2.

The following is a list of some common -ik verbs:

(Some of the verb stems listed have variants with pre-verbs (cf. Chapter
21) which may have different meanings. Only the stems are listed here —
the variants are also ik-verbs).

alapszik ‘be based on’ folyik ‘flow’

alkuszik ‘bargain’ Sfuldoklik ‘suffocate’
alszik ‘sleep’ Siirdik ‘bathe’
ardanylik ‘be in proportion to sg”  gyiilik ‘gather’
dramlik “flow’ habzik ‘foam’

azik ‘be drenched’ hajlik ‘bend’

banik ‘treat’ haldszik “fish’

baszik ‘fuck’ haldoklik ‘be dying’
bizik ‘trust’ hallatszik ‘can be heard’
bomlik ‘unfold’ hdamlik ‘peel’

botlik ‘trip’ hangzik ‘sound’

biijik ‘hide’ hanyatlik ‘decline’
bukik ‘dive’ haragszik  ‘be angry’
biizlik ‘stink’ havazik ‘snow’
csokolodzik  ‘kiss’ hazudik ‘lie, be untrue’
csuklik ‘hiccup’ hianyzik ‘be missing’
csiiszik ‘slide’ hizik ‘put on weight’
doglik ‘die’ horgdszik ‘angle’
dohdnyzik  ‘smoke’ hullamzik ‘wave’
emlékszik ‘remember’ illik ‘suit’

érik ‘ripen’ iszik ‘drink’

esik ‘fall’ izlik ‘find sg tasty’
eskiiszik ‘swear’ izzik ‘glow’

eszik ‘eat’ jatszik ‘play’

fazik ‘be cold’ késik ‘be late’
fekszik ‘lie, recline’ kopik ‘become worn’
fénylik ‘shine’ kotlik ‘brood’

fingik ‘fart’ kotordszik  ‘fumble’
fogzik ‘teethe’ kuszik ‘crawl’
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lakik
latszik
lélegzik
mdszik
morajlik
mosdik
mulik
nyilik
nyugszik
nyulik
omlik
omlik
oszlik
ozonlik
parazslik
parzik
patakzik
rejlik
rohangdszik
romlik
siklik
szarik
szdrmazik
szokik
szomjazik

‘reside’

‘seem’
‘breathe’
‘crawl’
‘rumble’

‘wash oneself”’
‘pass, depend on’
‘open’

‘be calm’
‘stretch’

‘fall down’
“spill’
‘disperse’
‘flock’

‘glow’
‘copulate’
‘gush’

‘be inherent in’
‘run up and down’
‘become worse’
‘slide’
‘defecate’
‘originate from’
‘escape’

‘be thirsty’

szopik
sziiletik
szinik
telik
tetszik
tojik
torik
tornaszik
torténik
tinik
ugrik
uszik
utazik
vaddszik
vdgyik
vakarddzik
valik
vdsik
vedlik
vérzik
villamlik
virdgzik
vonaglik
zajlik
ziillik

‘suck’

‘be born’

‘cease’

‘pass’

‘like’

‘lay eggs’

‘break’

‘do gimnastics’
‘happen’

‘seem’

A‘]‘ump’

‘swim’

‘travel’

‘hunt’

‘desire’

‘scratch’
‘become, divorce’
‘become blunt’
‘slough’

‘bleed’

‘strike (of a lightning)
‘flower’

‘writhe’

‘happen’

‘become depraved’

3

19. Verb Stems

Hungarian stems typically do not change when suffixes are added to them.
Regular exceptions to this generalisation result from the sound rules dis-
cussed in Chapter 1: Regressive Voice Assimilation (Section 1.3.1), Degem-
ination (Section 1.3.2), Affrication (Section 1.3.3), Palatalization (Section
1.3.4), Nasal Place Assimilation (Section 1.3.5), and Final a, ¢ Lengthen-
ing (Section 1.5). These are regular in the sense that they automatically
and exceptionlessly apply to the last sound of every stem that comes under
the purview of any of these rules. Regressive Voice Assimilation, Degem-
ination, Affrication, Palatalization and Nasal Place Assimilation are not
indicated by the spelling, but Final a, e Lengthening is.

There are, however, some irregular stem types, which do change when
suffixes are added to them, cause unusual changes in the suffixes, or have
some other unpredictable properties. The verbal ones are discussed in this
chapter (for the nominal ones, see Chapter' 4).

1 Note that there are no verbal Lowering Stems (no verbal stems compa-
rable to the ones discussed in Section 4.1).

19.1 Vowel-deleting Stems

These stems all end in a vowel followed by a single consonant. The vowel
preceding the stem-final consonant is regularly o/e/d (there is one excep-
tional verb stem: Jriz ‘guard’).

In Vowel-deleting Stems the vowel preceding the stem-final consonant is
unstable: it deletes if the suffix attached to the stem begins with a vowel.

V-initial suffix

sodorja  ‘3sG PRES DEF’  sodrom ‘1SG PRES DEF’
seperted ‘2SG PRES DEF’  seprek ‘1SG PRES INDEF’
gyotornék ‘3PL PRES DEF’  gydfri  ‘3SG PRES DEF’

sodor ‘roll’
seper ‘sweep’
gyotor ‘torture’
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19.1.1 The Past Forms of Vowel-deleting Stems
19.1.1.1 Word-final Position

After Voyvel—deleting Stems, in word-final position (i.e. in the 3rd person
singular indefinite, which is unmarked), the past suffix appears as

(i) the vowelless variant -¢ if the stem is a non-ik Vowel-deleting Stem

which ends in / or r. In this case the unstable vowel of the stem does
not delete since the suffix is consonant-initial:

rabol gyortor
‘rob’ ‘torture’
PAST 3SG INDEF rabolt &yotort

(ii) the vowel-initial variant -ott/-ett/-5¢t if the stem is (a) a non-ik Vowel-
deleting Stem which ends in a consonant other than / orr, or (b) itis
an -ik-class Vowel-deleting Stem. In these cases the unstable vowel
of the stem deletes since the suffix is vowel-initial:

(a) (b)
forog érez ugrik Sfuirdik lélegzik
“turn’ “feel’ ‘jump’  ‘bathe’  ‘breathe’
PAST 3SG INDEF  forgott  érzett ugrott  fiirdott lélézfzett

19.1.1.2 Non-word-final position: preceding a PERSON/NUMBER suffix

After Vowel-deleting Stems, when the past suffix precedes a vowel-initial
PERSON/NUMBER suffix (i.e. in all person/numbers other than the 3rd per-
son singular indefinite), the past suffix appears as

(1) the vowelless variant -¢ if the stem is a non-ik Vowel-deleting Stem.

In ‘this case the unstable vowel of the stem does not delete since the
suffix is consonant-initial:

rabol gyoror forog érez
‘rob’ ‘torture’ ‘turn’ ‘feel’
PAST 1SG INDEF raboltam gyotdrtem forogtam  éreztem

(ii) the vowel-initial variant -oft/-ett/-6tf OR the vowelless variant - if
the stem is an -ik-class Vowel-deleting Stem. In this case the unstable
vowel of the stem is deleted or retained depending on whether the
vowel-initial or the consonant-initial variant of the past suffix is chosen.
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v The choice between the two variants is essentially free, but note that
the form with the vowelless variant sometimes unexpectedly does not
exist, or it is of questionable acceptability (e.g. lélegzik ‘breathe’, but
INO!/? lélegzettem ‘I breathed’). The corresponding forms with the
vowel-initial variant always seem to be possible.

ugrik Slirdik lélegzik

‘jump’ ‘bathe’ ‘breathe’
PAST 1SGINDEF  ugortam flirodtem lélegeztem

ugrottam fiirdéttem élegzettem

19.1.2 Vowel-deleting -ik Stems

Some verbal Vowel-deleting Stems are -ik verbs as well. The unstable vowel
of these stems (which would show up before a consonant-initial suffix) is
not apparent in the dictionary forms of these verbs, which have the suffix
-ik. However, the unstable vowel is always predictable. As is regular with
Vowel-deleting Stems, it is o or ¢ or J, whose selection is determined by
the preceding vowels of the stem according to the rules of Vowel Harmony
(Section 1.4): fiirdik ‘bathe’ — fiirddni ‘to bathe’, [élegzik ‘breathe’ — Iéle-
gezni ‘to breathe’, ugrik ‘jump’ - ugorni ‘to jump’.

19.1.2.1 Past Forms
For the past forms of Vowel-deleting -ik Stems, see Section 19.1.1.

19.1.2.2 2SG PRES INDEF, 2PL PRES INDEF, 3PL PRES INDEF, 15G* 2SG/PLY,
ConniTioNAL and INFINITIVE Forms

After Vowel-deleting -ik Stems, both the vowel-initial and the non-vowel-
initial variants of the 2SG PRES INDEF, the 2PL PRES INDEF, the 3PL PRES
INDEF, the 15G° 2s5G/PLY, the CONDITIONAL and the INFINITIVE suffixes are
possible. The unstable vowel of the stem is deleted or retained depending
on whether the vowel-initial or the consonant-initial variant of the suffix
is chosen. This is shown below using the verbs fiirdik ‘bathe’, Iélegzik
‘breathe’ and ugrik ‘jump’ as examples:

suffix variants after Vowel-deleting -ik Stems

25G PRES INDEF  -$2/-asz/-esz ugrasz Ugorsz
fiirdesz fiirédsz
-oll-ell-dl lélegzel

"In 2sG Pres Indef, sibilant final stems take the suffix -of/-eli-6! (see Section 11.1.1)
which is always vowel-initial - thus, there is no alternative form.
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2PL PRES INDEF

3PL PRES INDEF

1sG® 2sG/pL°

CONDITIONAL

INFINITIVE?

-tok/-teki-tok/-otok/ -etek/-otok

-nak/-nek/-anak/-enek

-lak/-lek/-alak/-elek

-n/-an/-en

-ni/-ani/-eni

ugortok
fiirédtok
lélegeztek

ugornak
fiirddnek
lélegeznek
ugorlak
Sfiirddlek
lélegezlek
ugornék
Sfiirédnék
lélegeznék
ugorni
fiirédni
lélegezni

ugrotok
fiirdotok
lélegzetek

ugranak
fiirdenek
lélegzenek

ugralak
flirdelek
lélegzelek
ugranék
fiirdenék
lélegzenék
ugrani
fiirdeni
lélegzeni

v After Vowel-deleting non-ik Stems, only the consonant-initial variants
of the 2SG PRES INDEF, the 2PL PrRES INDEF, the 3PL PrRES INDEF, the 1sG®
25G/pPL°, the CONDITIONAL and the INFINITIVE suffixes are possible. The
unstable vowel of the stem is retained:

suffix variants

2SG PRES INDEF -s7/-asz/-esz

2PL PrREs INDEF -tok/-tek/-tok/-otoki-ereki-6tok

3PL PRES INDEF -nak/-nek/-anak/-enek

1sG® 2sG/pPLC
CONDITIONAL

INFINITIVE

-ni/-ani/-eni

-lak/-lek/-alak/-elek

-n/-an/-en

rabol
‘rob’

rabolsz
raboltok

rabolnak

rabollak
rabolnék

rabolni

after Vowel-deleting non-ik Stems

forog
‘turn’

Jorogsz
forogtok
forognak
foroglak
forognék

forogni

The following is a list of some common Vowel-deleting Stems:

2The same variation can also be found in the ‘personal’ infinilive, i.e. when the infini-
tive takes possessive suffixes (see Section 17.1.2): ugranom/ugornom ‘for me to jump’,
ugranod/ugornod, ‘for you to jump’, etc.
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(Some of the verb stems listed have variants with pre-verbs. (cf. Chapter
21) which may have different meanings. With a few exceptions only the
stems are listed here — the variants are also Vowel-deleting Stems).

andalog
dramlik
becsmérel
becsiil
bélyegez
bomlik
botlik
buzog
céloz
csépel
csepereg
didereg
doglik
dohdnyzik
diiborog
ebédel
ellenez
énekel
enyeleg
érdemel
érez
érzeleg
Sfanyalog
forog
foszlik
Sfuldoklik
Sfuldokol
fiirdik
fiist6l6g
gatol
2626108
gyakorol
gydszol
gyortdr
hajlik
hajol
haldoklik
hangzik

‘walk dreamily’
‘flow’
‘impeach’
‘estimate’
‘stamp’

- ‘unfold’

‘trip’

‘gush’

‘aim’
‘thresh’
‘drizzle’
‘shiver’
‘die’
‘smoke’
‘rumble’
‘have lunch’
‘object to’
‘sing’

‘dally with sb’
‘deserve’
‘feel’

‘sentimentalize’

‘sniff at sg’
‘revolve’
‘“fray’

‘be drowning’
‘be drowning’
‘bathe’
‘smoke’
‘hamper’
‘steam’
‘practice’
‘mourn’
‘torture’
‘bend’

‘bend’

‘be dying’
‘sound’

helyesel
hidnyzik
himez
hizeleg
hélyagzik
hompolyog
hérog
hullamzik
hunyorog
imbolyog
ingerel
inog
iranyoz
irigyel
ismétel
Jjavasol
jegyez
jellemez
kdaromol
kavarog
kéjeleg
képez
kicsinyel
kinoz
kéborol
koboz
kényorig
kotlik
kotor
kozol
[élegzik
megfeneklik
meghasonlik

megjegyez
megtorol
merészel
mérsékel

‘approve of’
‘be missing’
‘embroider’
‘flatter’
‘blister’
‘surge’
‘moan’
‘wave’
‘squint’
‘be unsteady’
‘irritate’
‘wobble’
‘aim’
‘envy’
‘repeat’
‘recommend’
‘note’
‘characterize’
‘swear’
‘whirl’
‘act lecherously’
‘educate’
‘belittle’
‘torture’
‘ramble’
‘confiscate’
‘beg’
‘brood’
‘fumble’
‘inform’
‘breathe’
‘run aground’
‘conflict with
oneself”’
‘remember’
‘avenge’
‘dare’
‘reduce’
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mészdrol ‘butcher’ sugdrzik ‘radiate’
mosolyog ‘smile’ Slirdg ‘hurry’
mozog ‘move’ szagol ‘smell’
nyczva{yog ‘whine’ szédeleg ‘feel giddy’
nylizsog ‘swarm’ szegélyez ‘border’
o’csarol ‘belittle’ szerepel ‘perform’
ogygleg ‘loiter’ szerez ‘obtain’
qml{k ‘fall down’ tdmolyog ‘stagger’

o’ml ik ‘spill’ tékozol ‘squander’
Oriz ‘guard’ térdepel ‘kneel’

orél ‘grind’ terem ‘grow’
orvqsol ‘cure’ tévelyeg ‘go astray’
oszlik ‘disperse’ tipor ‘trample’
é'szto"/z(‘)'z ‘encourage’ tiszteleg ‘salute’

otlik ‘come to the idea’ toboroz ‘recruit’
pcznaszol ‘complain’ toporog ‘stand uneasily’
parolog ‘evaporate’ torgl ‘wipe’
pattogzik ‘flake off’ tiloz ‘exaggerate’
pazarol ‘waste’ tindoklik ‘shine’
pecsétel ‘stamp’ udvarol ‘court’

peder ‘twirl”, tdvozol ‘greet’

perel ‘sue’ ugrik ‘jump’
pezseg “fizz’ innepel ‘celebrate’
pqd?r ‘twirl’ vddol ‘accuse’
porog ‘revolve’ vdndorol ‘wander’
potol ‘replace’ vardzsol ‘practise magic’
rabol ‘rob’ vdsdrol ‘buy’ -
rezeg ‘vibrate’ végez ‘finish’
rogtonsz ‘improvise’ vérzik ‘bleed’
/'0/?711'k ‘become worse’ vezekel ‘expiate’
sajog ‘ache’ vezényel ‘conduct’
sebez ‘wound’ virdgzik ‘flower’
seper fsweep’ visszhangzik  ‘echo’
sistereg ‘sizzle’ viszolyog ‘shudder at sg’
sqdqr ‘roll’ viszono: ‘return’
sopor ‘sweep’ z0rég ‘rattle’

19.2 v-adding Stems

Almost all Hungarian verb stems end in consonants or consonant clusters.
il"h.ere are a small number of stems that end in a vowel when they occur
n isolation. They are £ ‘cook’, 16 ‘shoot’, nd ‘grow’, sz4 ‘weave’, 16 ‘scrib-
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ble’, and nyid ‘wear down’. These stems are all v-adding Stems, i.e. they
add a final consonant v when followed by a vowel-initial suffix.

Of these stems, /5 ‘shoot’, né ‘grow’, szd ‘weave’, ré ‘scribble’ shorten
their vowels when they take a v before a vowel-initial suffix:

C-initial suffix V-initial suffix
ro ‘scribble’ rénak ‘they scribble’ rovom ‘1 scribble’
16 ‘shoot’ l6nek ‘they shoot’ lovdm ‘1 shoot’

The stem vowel of f6 ‘cook’ and nyiZ ‘wear down’ does not shorten:
C-initial suffix V-initial suffix

nyil ‘wear down’  nyiinek ‘they wear down’  nydivok ‘1 wear down’
fé ‘cook’ fbnek ‘they cook’ févok ‘1 cook’

o= Note that in the PAST (definite and indefinite) these stems end in a vowel
to which the past -7z plus the appropriate PERSON/NUMBER suffixes are
added: rott ‘he/she/it scribbled’, I5tt ‘he/she/it shot’, réttak ‘they scrib-
bled’, I6ttek “they shot’, etc.

o These stems take the j-initial suffixes in the CONJUNCTIVE-IMPERATIVE
(definite and indefinite, see Sections 14.1 and 14.2). Note that the suf-
fix -dd appears in the short form of the 2nd person singular definite:
16dd ‘shoot!’, rédd “scribble!’, etc.

19.3 Defective Stems
Defective Stems lack certain forms that regular verbs have (they have
incomplete paradigms).

For example, Defective Stems do not have Conjunctive-Imperative forms,
so it is not possible to use the verb csuklik ‘hiccup’(which is a Defective
Stem), in constructions that would require a Conjunctive-Imperative form:
INOINem akarom, hogy csukljgl. or INOINem akarom, hogy csukoljdl.
‘I don’t want you to hiccup.

ez Most Defective Stems are -ik verbs (e.g. csuklik), two are non-ik verbs
(kétl- ‘doubt’ and sinyl- ‘suffer’). All Defective Stems end in two con-
sonants (these are the two consonants preceding the suffix -ik in the
case of -ik verbs), but it is not possible to tell if a verb stem is defective
or non-defective on the basis of its shape alone. For example, fuldoklik
‘gasp for breath, suffocate’ is non-defective (compare the very similar
defective csuklik): Nem akarom, hogy fuldokoljdl. ‘I don’t want you

to gasp for breath.
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The missing forms are not random. Only forms in which the defective
stem is followed by a vowel-initial suffix are possible, so suffixes that
only have consonant-initial variants cannot be added to defective stems.
A suffix which has a vowel-initial variant can be added to a Defective
Stem (in its vowel-initial variant, naturally). For example, the suffix -hat/
-het ‘may’ does not have a vowel-initial variant, so it is not possible to say
‘may hiccup’ by adding the suffix to the stem csuki-, but it is possible to
put the same stem in the past because the past suffix -ott/-ett/-ott/-t/-tt does
have a vowel-initial variant: csuklott ‘3sG INDEF PAST’. Note that [J-initial
suffix-variants count as consonant-initial (see Sections 11.2, 14.1 and 14.2).

The following is a list of some common Defective Stems:

(Some of the verb stems listed have variants with pre-verbs (cf. Chapter
21) which may have different meanings. With a few exceptions, only

the stems are listed here — the variants are also Defective Stems).

ardnylik ‘be in proportion magaslik ‘tower’

to sg’ megcsémorlik ‘become sated’
dthdramlik ‘devolve on’ meghasonlik  ‘conflict with’
befellegzik ‘be all over’ morajlik ‘rumble’
bilzlik ‘stink* Orvénylik ‘whirl’
csuklik ‘hiccup’ pardzslik ‘glow’
diszlik ‘adorn’ patakzik ‘gush’
eliramlik ‘pass quickly’ porlik ‘become dust’
érzik ‘be felt’ rejlik ‘lie in’
felgyiilemlik  ‘gather’ rémlik ‘vaguely remember’
Jfénylik ‘shine’ robajlik ‘rumble’
Jeslik ‘come unstitched’ sejlik ‘make itself felt’
fogzik ‘teethe’ siklik ‘slide’
foszlik ‘fray’ sinyl- ‘suffer’
habzik ‘foam’ sotétlik ‘loom darkly’
hdmlik ‘peel’ szaglik ‘smell’
hanyarlik ‘degenerate’ sziiremlik ‘filter out”’
izlik ‘like the taste of” tiiremlik ‘crease’
kétl- ‘doubt’ vedlik ‘slough’
kisziiremlik  ‘can be faintly villamlik ‘strike

heard’ (of a lightning)’
kodlik ‘be seen in the vonaglik ‘writhe’

mist’ zajlik ‘happen’
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19.4 sz/d and sz/z Stems

19.4.1 Cszik verbs

Cszik verbs, i.e verbs that end in a consonant plus -szik in their ‘dictionary’
form (3sG PRES INDEF) behave in a special way in that they have an ‘alter-
native stem’.?

In the alternative stems, the -sz- of the ending -szik is repl.aced by -od-/-ed-
(sz/d Stems) and rarely by -0z-/-ez- (sz/z Stems?). The endings -od-/-ed- and
-0z-/-ez- conform to Vowel Harmony:

sz/d stem sz/z7 stem

-od-/-ed- -0z-/-ez-

mosakszik ‘wash oneself’ szdndékszik  ‘intend’
mosakodik szdndékozik

novekszik ‘grow’ igyekszik ‘try hard’
novekedik igyekezik

1 Note the verbs haragszik ‘be angry’, fekszik ‘lie’, alszik ‘sleep’, whose
alternative stems have -iid-/-ud- (haragudhat ‘(s)he may be angry’,
fekiidhet ‘(s)he may be lying’, aludhat ‘(s)he may be asleep’) and the
verb alapszik ‘be based on’ whose alternative verb has -ul- (alapulhatr
‘it may be based on’). These stems are also pecuziar in that some of
the inflected forms of their alternative stems are also missing, Note
the exceptional forms fekher ‘(s)he may be lying’, alhat ‘(s)he may be
asleep’.

19.4.1.1 The inflection of Cszik verbs
There is no meaning difference between the Cszik stem and the alterna-
tive stem of the same verb. The alternative stems behave in a completely
regular way, i.e. like any regular verb. (This means that all the inflected
forms of the alternative verbs exist.)

The Cszik stems, on the other hand, are very similar to the Defective
Stems: they can only combine with a vowel-initial suffix.

3This is not true of stems that have 7 before the ending -szik. Verbs which end in -fszik
do not have alternative stems and behave like regular verbs that end in two consonants.
There are only four verbs of this kind: hallatszik ‘be heard’, jdtszik *play’, ldtszik ‘seem’
and tetszik ‘like’. o o

*There are only four sz/z stems: emlékszik/emlékezik ‘rememb_er"._ igyekszikiigyekezik “try
hard’, gyiilekszik/ gyiilekezik ‘gather’, szdndékszikiszdndékozik ‘intend’.
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« Suffixes that only have consonant-initial variants cannot be added to
Cszik stems. For example, the suffix -hat/-het ‘may’ does not have a
vowel-initial variant, so it cannot combine with a Cszik stem and the
alternative stem must be used for the -kat/-het form instead: mosakszik
‘wash oneself” - mosakodhat ‘may wash oneself’; igyekszik ‘try hard’ —
igyekezhet ‘may try hard’, etc. Note that [ J-initial suffix-variants count
as consonant-initial (see Sections 11.2, 14.1 and 14.2).

» Suffixes which only have vowel-initial variants may combine both with
a Cszik stem and its alternative stem too, so typically both forms can be
used: 1SG PRES -om/-em/-dm: mosakszom or mosakodom ‘I wash myself’;
3SG PRES INDEF -ik: igyekszik ‘try hard’ — igyekezik ‘(s)he tries hard’, etc.

» A suffix which has vowel-initial variants as well as consonant-initial vari-
ants can be added to a Cszik stem (in its vowel-initial variant) and to the
alternative stem (in its consonant-initial variant) too, so typically both
forms can be used: 3PL PRES INDEF -nak/-nek/-anaki-enek: mosakszanak
or mosakodnak ‘they wash themselves’; igyekszenek ‘try hard’ — igye-
keznek ‘they try hard’, etc.

vz Note that the past, the conditional and the infinitive forms must be
based on the alternative stems (and never on a Cszik stem) in spite of
the fact that the relevant suffixes do have vowel-initial variants (PAST:
-ott/-ett/-Ott/-t/-tt; COND: -n/-an/-en; INF:-ni/-ani/-eni) :
PAST  3SG INDEF mosakodott ‘he washed himself’
(INo!mosakszott)

IPL INDEF mosakodtunk *we washed ourselves’
(INo!mosakszottunk)

COND  3SG INDEF mosakodna ‘he would wash himself’

(INO!mosakszana)

1PL INDEF mosakodndnk ‘we would wash ourselves’

(INo!mosakszandnk)

INF mosakodni ‘to wash oneself’
(INo!mosakszani)

w Note the exceptional 35G PAST INDEF forms fekiidt ‘lay’and aludt ‘slept’.
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19.4.2 -uszik/-iiszik verbs

Vszik verbs, i.e verbs that end in a vowel plus -szik in their ‘dictionary’
form (3G PRES INDEF) behave in a completely regular fashion except when
the vowel preceding -szik is u or ii. Three verbs belong to this group: alu-
szik® ‘sleep’, alkuszik ‘bargain’ and eskiiszik ‘swear’. These stems have
alternative stems in which the stem-final sz changes to a d: alud-, alkud-,
eskiid-. They are used in the following way:

- Suffixes that only have consonant-initial variants can only be added to
the d-final alternative stems: aludhat ‘may sleep’, alkudhar ‘may bargain’
and eskiidher ‘may swear’. Note the form alhar ‘may sleep’. [J-initial suf-
fix-variants count as consonant-initial (see Sections 11.2, 14.1 and 14.2).

« Suffixes that only have vowel-initial variants can only be added to the
sz-final stems: 1SG PRES aluszom, alkuszom, eskiiszom. Note that the u is
usually left out in the relevant forms of aluszik: alszik, alszom, etc.

« Suffixes which have vowel-initial variants as well as consonant-initial
variants take their consonant-initial form and are usually added to the
d-final stems of alkuszik and eskiiszik: e.g. 3PL PRES INDEF alkudnak,
eskiidnek (though sometimes the sz-final stems can also be used). The
d-final stems must be used past, the conditional and the infinitive (the
suffixes appear in their regular variants): PAST3SG INDEF alkudott, eskii-
dott, PASTIPL INDEF alkudtunk, eskiidtiink; cOND alkudna, eskiidne; INF
alkudni, eskiidni.

Aluszik often behaves in a special way with these suffixes. It takes the
sz-final stem alusz- or (usually) alsz- to form the 2SG INDEF PRES, 2PL
INDEF PRES and 3PL INDEF PRES:

2SG INDEF PRES aluszol or alszol
2PL INDEF PRES alusztok or alszotok
3PL INDEF PRES alusznak or alszanak

(see Section 11.1 for the suffixes)

By contrast, all the past, the conditional and the infinitive forms are based
on the d-final stem:

PAST aludt (see Section 12.1 for the suffixes)
COND aludna (see Section 13.1 for the suffixes)
INF aludni (see Section 17.1 for the suffixes)

e Note the irregular form of the past suffix in 3SG PAST INDEF aludt.)

5This verb has a Cszik variant alszik.
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19.4.3 sz/d/v and sz/z/v Stems

In some (not all) sz/d and sz/z Stems, the stem final -sz- is replaced by a -v-
before the ACTIVE (PRESENT) PARTICIPLE suffix -6/-6 (see Section 17.2.1)
and the noun-forming suffix -ds/-és:

-0/-6 -ds/-és
haragszik ‘be angry’ haragvo haragvds
al(u)szik ‘sleep’ alvé alvds
novekszik ‘grow’ novekvé novekvés
eskiiszik ‘swear’ Yeskiive eskiivés

Note that the same suffixes — although they are vowel-initial — are added
to the d-final alternative stems® of other (simple) sz/d and sz/z Stems:

-6/-6 -ds/-és
mosakszik mosakodo mosakodds
verekszik verekedd verekedés

It is unpredictable which sz/d, sz/z stem is an sz/d/v, sz/z/v stem and which
one is a simple sz/d, sz/z Stem.

The following is a list of sz/d, sz/z Stems. In the list sz/z stems are under-
lined and sz/d/v, sz/z/v stems are indicated with the symbol ‘v’ after the
stem.

(Some of the verb stems listed have variants with pre-verbs (cf. Chapter
21) which may have different meanings. With a few exceptions, only
the stems are listed here — the variants are also sz/d, sz/z Stems).

alapszik ‘be based on’ furakszik ‘push ahead’
alkuszik ‘bargain’ gazdagszik ‘become rich’
alszik v ‘sleep’ gyanakszik v ‘be suspicious’
aluszik v ‘sleep’ gyarapszik ‘become richer’
baszakszik ‘fuck around gyiillekszik ‘gather’

with sg/sb’ haragszik v ‘be angry’
cselekszik v ‘act’ igyekszik v ‘strive, try hard’
dicsekszik v ‘boast’ kotekszik ‘pick a quarrel
emlékszik ‘remember’ with sb’
eskiiszik ?v ‘swear’ letelepszik ‘settle’
Sfekszik v ‘lie’ megalkuszik v ‘compromise’

The relevant forms of the stem alapszik ‘be based on’ are alapulé and alapulds.
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megbetegszik  ‘become ill’ tanakszik ‘think’
megelégszik  ‘be content’ telepszik ‘settle’
melegszik ‘become warm’ tolakszik ‘push ahead’
mosakszik ‘wash oneself’ torekszik v ‘strive’
novekszik v ‘grow’ ilepszik ‘form sediment’

nyalakszik ‘lick’ vastagszik ‘become thicker’
nyugszik v ‘calm down’ verekszik ‘fight’

Oregszik ‘become old’ veszekszik ‘quarrel’
szandékszik  ‘intend’ vetekszik ‘rival’

19.5 Irregular Verbs

In addition to the stem classes described above there are ten verbs whose
conjugation is irregular: tesz ‘put, act’, vesz ‘take, buy’, hisz ‘believe’, visz
‘carry’, lesz ‘be, become’, eszik ‘eat’, iszik ‘drink’, van ‘be’, megy ‘go’, jon
3 L

come’.

19.5.1 tesz, vesz, hisz, visz, lesz, eszik, iszik
The first seven (tesz ‘put, act’, vesz ‘take, buy’, hisz ‘believe’, visz ‘carry’,
lesz ‘be, become’, eszik ‘eat’, iszik ‘drink’) behave similarly.

B
19.5.1.1 Present Tense
In the present (definite and indefinite) they behave like regular verbs (see
Chapter 11.). Tesz and iszik are given as examples, but the others are con-
jugated in the same way. Note that iszik is an anti-harmonic stem (see
Section 1.4) and thus takes the back vowel variants of harmonic suffixes:

PRESENT INDEFINITE PRESENT DEFINITE

iszik tesz iszik tesz
‘drink’ ‘put, act’ ‘drink’ ‘put, act’
SG 1°7 iszok teszek iszom teszem
A iszol teszel iszod teszed
3r iszik tesz issza teszi
PL 17 iszunk tesziink isszuk tessziik
2 1sztok tesztek isszdatok teszitek
3rD isznak tesznek isszdak teszik
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19.5.1.2 Past Tense
» In the past (definite and indefinite) the stems of tesz, vesz, hisz, visz, lesz
are fett-, vett-, hitt-, vitt-, lett- respectively:

PAST INDEFINITE PAST DEFINITE
tesz visz tesz visz
‘put, act’ ‘carry’ ‘put, act’ ‘carry’
SG 157 tettem vittem tettem vittem
2 tettél vittél tetted vitted
3% tert vitt tette vitte
PL 15T tettiink  vittiink tettiik vittiik
2np tettetek  vittetek tettétek vittétek
3rp tettek vittek tették vitték

» The past stems of eszik, iszik are etr-, itt- before vowel-initial suffixes,
and evert, ivort in the 3rd person indefinite singular when the PERSON/NUM-
BER suffix is zero. Note that iszik is an anti-harmonic stem (see Section
1.4) and thus takes the back vowel variants of harmonic suffixes:

PAST INDERINITE PAST DEFINITE
eszik iszik eszik iszik
‘eat’ ‘carry’ ‘eat’ ‘carry’
SG 1°7 ettem ittam ettem ittam
8P ettél irtdl etted ittad
3kp evett ort ette itta
PL 157 ettiink ittunk ettiik ittuk
2N ettetek  ittarok ettérek irtdgrok
3xe ettek ittak errék ittak
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19.5.1.3 Conditional

The Conditional (definite and indefinite) stems of tesz, vesz, hisz, visz,
lesz, eszik, iszik to which the regular conditional PERSON/NUMBER suffixes
(see Chapter 13) are added are tenn-, venn-, hinn-, vinn-, lenn-, enn-, inn-
respectively:

CONDITIONAL INDEFINITE CONDITIONAL DEFINITE
iszik tesz iszik tesz
‘drink’ ‘put, act’ ‘drink’ ‘put, act’
SG 157 innék tennék inndm tenném
A inndl tennél inndd tennéd
3RD inna tenne innd tenné
PL 157 inndnk tennénk inndnk tennénk
2~ innatok tennétek inndtok tennétek
3% innndnak  tennének inndk tennék

19.5.1.4 Conjunctive-Imperative

The Conjunctive-Imperative (definite and indefinite) stems of tesz, vesz,
hisz, visz, lesz, eszik, iszik to which the regular conjunctive-imperative
endings are added are tegy-, vegy-, higy-, vigy-, legy- egy-, igy-, respec-
tively. They all take the [J-inital variants of the Conjunctive-Imperative
endings. Note, however, that with the exception of higy-, which regularly
becomes higgy- when the endings are attached, there is no gemination of

the stem-final consonant:

CONJUNCTIVE-IMPERATIVE INDEFINITE

iszik tesz hisz
‘drink’ ‘put, act’ ‘believe’
Sc 1% igvak tegyek higgyek
PR igydl tegyél higgyél
SHORT - tégy higgy
3Re igyon tegyen higgyen
PL 157 igyunk tegyiink higgyiink
2ne igyatok tegyetek higgyetek
3rp igyanak tegyenek higgyenek
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CONJUNCTIVE-IMPERATIVE DEFINITE

iszik tesz hisz
‘drink’ ‘put, act’ ‘believe’
S 157 igyam tegyem higgyem
2nD igyad tegyed higgyed
SHORT idd tedd hidd
3R igya tegye higgye
PL 1¥T igyuk tegyiik higgviik
AL igyadtok tegyétek higgyétek
3r0 igydk tegyék higgyék

wx Note that some of these verbs lack the alternative short forms in the
2sG Conjunctive-Imperative (lesz lacks all definite forms because it is
intransitive). Note also that most of the short forms are somewhat irreg-
ular in that they are not based on the same stem variants as the other
Conjunctive-Imperative forms:

CONJUNCTIVE- INDEFINITE DEFINITE

IMPERATIVE 2SG

hisz LONG higgyél higgyed
SHORT higgy hidd

lesz LONG legyél -
SHORT légy -

tesz LONG tegyél tegyed
SHORT tégy tedd

vesz LONG vegyél vegyed
SHORT végy vedd

visz LONG vigyél vigyed
SHORT - vidd

eszik  LONG egyél egyed
SHORT - edd

iszik LONG igyal igyad
SHORT - idd
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19.5.1.5 Miscellaneous other forms

tesz vesz  hisz visz lesz eszik iszik

INFINITIVE tenni venni hinni vinni lenni enni inni

PRESENT PARTICIPLE tevé vevé hivé vivé levd evd ivd
lévé

NOUN-FORMING -ds/-és  tevés - hivés - levés evés ivds

19.5.2 Van, megy, jon

The remaining three irregular verbs, van ‘be, have’, megy ‘go’, jon ‘come’,
have even more irregular paradigms.

All three are intransitive, so they do not have definite conjugations.

19.5.2.1 Present Tense

PRESENT INDEFINITE

van meg jon
‘be, have’ ‘go’ ‘come’
Sc 17 vagyok megyek Jovok >
2% vagy mész idssz
3RD van me jon
PL 1% vagyunk megylink Jjoviink
28 vagytok mentek Jjottok
3RD vannak mennek Jjonnek
19.5.2.2 Past Tense
PAST INDEFINITE
van megy jon
‘be, have’ ‘g0’ ‘come’
S 1% voltam mentem Jottem
28 voltdl mentél Jjoreél
3xe volt ment ott

135



19. Verb Stems

19. Verb Stems

PL 1% voltunk mentiink Jottiink s Gyere and gyertek are short forms in the secor.lﬂ person §@_n.gular — gyer-
ol o tek feels more colloquial than the long form jdjjetek. Jojj is practically
e Yoltatok mentetek Ionetek extinct in colloquial Hungarian.
3R voltak mentek ottek
19.5.2.5 Miscellaneous other forms
19.5.2.3 Conditional van meg jon
I3 9 [ k] < e,
CONDITIONAL INDEFINITE be, have go com:
van meg | jon INFINITIVE lenni menni jonni
“be, have’ 80’ ‘come’ PRESENT PARTICIPLE levé mend iove
S 1T volnék mennék jonnék lévé
2 volndl mennél jonnél NOUN-FORMING -ds/-és  levés menés Jovés
3% volna menne ionne v= Note that the stem van does not have Infinitive, Present Participle and
PL 15T volndnk mennénk Jjonnénk -ds/-és forms, and the corresponding forms of lesz are used instead (see
.y ) o Section 19.5.1.5).
2np volndtok mennétek Jonnétek
3rp volndanak mennének Jonnének

19.5.2.4 Conjunctive-Imperative

CONJUNCTIVE-IMPERATIVE INDERINITE

van meg Jjon
‘be, have’ ‘go’ ‘come’
SG 15T legyek menjek Jdjjek
2~ legvél menjél ojjel
SHORT gy menj gyere
(t105))
3rp legyen menjen Jojjon
PL 15T legyiink menjiink JOjjlink {
2nd legvetek menjetek gyertek {
’ IOjjetek ‘
© 3 legyenek menjenek ISjjenek

o Note that the stem van does not have Conjunctive-Imperative forms,
and the Conjunctive-Imperative forms of lesz are used instead (see
Section 19.5.1.4).
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Some of }he verbal meanings that are expressed by auxiliaries or special
constructions in English are expressed by suffixes in Hungarian. The suf-
ﬁ}_(es listed here are productive (i.e. typically they can be added to verbs
without restriction) and may be followed by inflectional suffixes (Past
Conditional, and Conjunctive-Imperative): ,

20.1 Causative: -at/-et/-tat/-tet

The causative is used to denote that the subject has the action expressed
py the yerb done by somebody else. The causative suffix has the follow-
ing variants:

-at/-et
-tat/-tet
The choice between the back vowel variants versus the front vowel vari-

ants is determined by Vowel Harmony.

Generally, monosyllabic stems take the -gt/-et variant and polysyllabic
stems take the -rar/-ret variant:

MONOSYLLABIC POLYSYLLABIC
{nns kiild olvas keres
wash send’ ‘read’ ‘look for’
CAUSATIVE mosat kiildet olvastat kerestet

w Note that the syllable count must be based on the stmple verb stem, e.g.
lemos ‘wash off” behaves in the same way as nos ‘wash’: lemosat

There a’re ‘man‘y stems that behave idiosyncratically: csikorgat ‘make sg
screech’, altat ‘make sb sleep’, fektet ‘make sb lie down’ etc.

= Note the causative of the irregular stems resz ‘put, act’, vesz ‘take, buy’
. < . . . - i
hisz ‘believe’, visz ‘carry’, eszik ‘eat’, iszik ‘drink’: ’
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tesz vesz hisz Visz eszik  iszik
CAUSATIVE tetet vetet hitet vitet etet itat

v Note also that some verbs do not have a causative form, e.g. megy ‘go’
(compare fut ‘run’, futtat ‘make sb run’).

A tandr énekeltette az osztdlyt.
“The teacher made the class sing.

Péter a Voroskereszttel keresteti a novérét.
Peter has the Red Cross look for his sister.

20.2 Reflexive
Reflexive suffixes express that the subject and the object of the verb are
the same. There are several reflexive suffixes:
-kodik/-kedikl-kodikl-akodikl-ekedik
-kozik!-kezikl-kdzik/-akoziki-ekezik
-odikl-6dik
-6(d)zikl-6(d)zik
The variation in vowels is determined by Vowel Harmony, but otherwise
it is rather unpredictable. N
Examples include mos ‘wash’ mosakodik ‘wash him/her/it-self’, fésiil
‘comb’ fésiilkddik’ ‘comb him/her/it-self’, tdplal ‘feed’ tdplalkozik ‘feed
him/her/it-self”, etc. Note that it is not always possible to supply a reflexive
meaning for many verbs ending in the suffixes given above, e.g. jelent-
kezik ‘stand up to report’, gondolkozik ‘think’, etc.
s Note that verbs with the reflexive suffix are -ik verbs and therefore the
final ik of the suffix only appears in 3SG PRES INDEF.

A nagynéném mindennap hdromszor mosakodik.
My aunt washes herself three times a day.

Biztos, hogy féstilkodtél?
‘Are you sure you have combed you hair?’

20.3 Possibility/permission: -hat/-het
The suffix used to express possibility or permission is:

-hat/-het
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This is a truly productive form of verbal suffixation with the meanings
exp‘ressed in English by can, could, may, might, be allowed to, etc. The
choice between the variants is determined by Vowel Harmony.

ldr néz ol

‘see’ ‘watch’ ‘kill’
lathat nézhet olhet
‘may see’ ‘may watch’ ‘may kill’

= Notc,e thfe —h‘at/—‘het forms of the irregular stems zesz ‘put, act’, vesz ‘take
buy’, ‘hzsz believe’, visz ‘carry’, eszik ‘eat’, iszik ‘drink’, jon ‘come’
megy ‘go’, van ‘be’: ,

tesz vesz hisz visz eszik  iszik
~hat/-het tehet  vehet hiher  vihet  eher that
Jjon megy  van

-hat/-het JOhet  mehet  lehet

Megnézhetem a fotéidar?
‘Can I look at your photos?’

{Wég elérhetjiik a vonatot, ha sietiink.
We may still catch the train if we hurry’
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Hungarian verbs often have preverbs, i.e. they often take particles in pre-
fix position. The most frequent preverbs are listed below. It is important
to realise that the meanings listed with the preverbs are often approximate
because, frequently, the meaning of a prefix+verb combination cannot be
derived from the meaning of its parts (like the combination of a verb and
a preposition in English). The meanings given below are the ‘literal’ mean-
ings of the preverbs. No meaning will be given if a verbal prefix has no
independent meaning in isolation. In the examples cited below the preverb
combines with the verb stem in its literal meaning.

APPROXIMATE MEANING EXAMPLE
abba
agyon,
ald (to) under aldresz ‘put sg under sg’
at across, through dtmegy ‘go across’
be in(to) belép ‘step intofinside’
bele into beleugrik ‘jump into’
benn in, inside bennreked ‘get stuck inside’
egvybe into one, together egybeolvad *melt into one, blend’
el away elmegy ‘go away’
ellen against ellendll ‘stand up against, resist’
eld forward, forth, do previously  elghiiz “draw forth, produce’
eldre forward eldrejon ‘come forward’
fel, fél  up felmegy ‘go up’
félbe into half, <incompleteness> félbevdg ‘cut into half’
Jélre aside, to the side félrelék ‘push aside’
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feliil, foliil  over [feliilir ‘overwrite’ tova away, on tovalibben ‘flit away’
Jenn, fonn tovabb away, on tovdbbmegy ‘walk on’
hatra (to the) back hdtraszol “call back’ ténkre
haza homeward hazamegy ‘go home’ til past, over tilfizet ‘overpay’
helyre right helyrehoz ‘make it right, correct’ ujja again, anew ujjdépit ‘rebuild’
hozzd to, towards, against hozzddorgol ‘rub against’ ijra again, anew tijrair ‘rewrite’
ide here ideiil ‘sit here’ utdna after utdnamegy ‘go after’
keresztiil  across, through keresztiilmegy ‘go through’ végbe to the end yégbevisz ‘carry out, completé’
ketté into two kestétorik ‘break into two’ végig to the end yégigég ‘bumn to the end’
ki out kimegy ‘go out’ végre to the end végrehajt ‘carry out’
koriil around, round koriilséral “walk round’ vissza back visszahoz ‘bring back’
kozbe in the middle kozbekiabdl ‘interrupt loudly’
kozre 21.1 Spatial meanings
kiilon apart, off kiilonvdlaszt “set apart’ rSnoer::iI(ié St};egverbal prefixes above have concrete spatial adverbial
y B down, off leesik *fall down’ \‘ be ‘in, into’ beugrik ‘jump into’
meg <perfective> megdll ‘come to a stop’ [ bele ‘into’ b_e_lgugrik ¢ J:ump into’
mellé next to, not to the right place  mellédll ‘stand by’ | Il(el 33;,(33 ’ %Zi;ii :Jﬂg g\;;](;)’f)’
neki ‘] fel, fol ‘up’ fe_/z;grik ‘jump up’
oda (t0) there, up to odamegy ‘go up to’ } \e’gssm “zli)‘:caky: o %?fr;/; orik %325 ab;v;(y
gssze together gsszedllit ‘put together, | at i ‘across, over’ ;ﬁ;jg‘,fik‘ ‘jump over’
assemble’ \ ‘fé gig ialong’ v_egt gugrik : J:ump alon{g’
oo rdugrik*jump onto’ | e there oS there’
rajta 3 rd ‘on, onto’ raugrik ‘jump onto’
széjjel apart széjjelszed ‘take apart’ v In their concrete spatial meanings preverbs usually require that the
szembe opposite, in the eye szembenéz ‘look in the eye’ gzg(:l?g i]rghﬁgi?“tgegr ltlcll;e;(t:(C)Ussh AOTlﬂ/(IiE)}.Je in some adverbial case (i.c.

szerte in all directions szertedgazik ‘divide into branches’ Mindjdrt kiugrom az ablakon.
szét apart, into pieces széudr ‘break into pieces’ i ‘T lemP__OLt of the window g’
tele full, completely telerak “fill completely’ | Mindjart beugrom az vizbe.
I’ll soon jump into the watery,;’
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Odamegyek a hdzhoz.
‘I’ll walk up to the house,,, ’

Kimegyek a szobdbél.
‘I go out of the room,, ’

Rdugrott az asztalra.
‘She jumped onto the tableg,,’

The case required depends on the preverb and the verb stem (i.e. the same
preverb may require different cases with different verb stems and the same
verb stem may require different cases with different preverbs.)

21.2 Aspectual meanings
Some of the verbal prefixes have aspectual meanings. They usually express
the completion of the action (like some uses of the Perfect tenses in Eng-
lish) or the beginning of the action:

(i) COMPLETION: meg, el, ki

Anna tegnap csindlta a hdzi feladatdt.
“Yesterday Anna was doing her homework’

Anna tegnap megcsindlta a hdzi feladatdt.
“Yesterday Anna completed (doing) her homework

Anna tegnap olvasta a kdonyvét.
“Yesterday Anna was reading her book’

Anna tegnap kiolvasta a kényvét.
‘Yesterday Anna read her book to the end’

Anna tegnap ment az iiton.
“Yesterday Anna was walking down the road’

Anna tegnap elment.
‘Yesterday Anna left”
(1i) BEGINNING: meg, el

A gyerek megszélalt.
“The baby started to talk’

A gyerek elmosolyodott.
“The baby started to smile’
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It is not possible to say which verbs take which preverbs in which aspec-
tual meaning. When they are used in an aspectual meaning, preverbs
usually require that the dependent noun they refer to (if there is one)
should be in the Accusative.

(iii) IDIOMATIC
Often the preverb+verb combination has a meaning which cannot be
derived from the meanings of its parts. For example:
ki ‘out’ csindl ‘do’ kicsindl ‘kill, finish off’
dt ‘across, over’ ver ‘beat’ dtver ‘cheat on sb’

When used in this abstract, idiomatic sense, verbal prefixes usually
require that the dependent noun they refer to (if there is one) should
be in the Accusative.

21.3 The position of preverbs

Although (as their name suggests) preverbs are attached to the beginning
of verbs, they can become separated from the verb and sometimes may
actually appear after the verb:

Megvettem a konyvet.
‘I have bought the book’

Meg kellett vennem a konyvet.
‘I had to buy the book’

Nem vettem meg a konyvet.
‘I have not bought the book.

A kényvet vettem meg.
‘It was the book that I have bought.’

For the position of preverbs in constructions, see Section 23.6.
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22. Word Formation: Derivational Suffixes

Hungarian has a great number of derivational suffixes. Only some of them
are productive, most are subject to idiosyncratic restrictions and can be
only added to certain stems. The following list contains the most common,
(more) productive derivational suffixes. Some derivational suffixes may
combine with others. All derivational suffixes precede inflectional ones.

Derivational suffixes do not lower (e.g. boldogsdgot ‘happiness+acc’)
except when they are adjective-forming (e.g. pirosasat ‘reddish+acc’).
However, the adjective-forming privative suffix does not lower (e.g. bol-
dogtalanok ‘unhappy+pL’). See Section 4.1.1. on suffixes and lowering.

22.1 Derived Verbs
22.1.1 Verbs from Verbs
o -at/-et/-tat/-tet (Causative), see Section 20.1.

o kodik/-kedik/-kidik/-akodik/-ekedik
~kozik/-kezik/-kozik/-akozik/-ekezik
-odik/-6dik
-0(d)zik/-6(d)zik (Reflexive), see Section 20.2.
» -hat/-het (Possibility/permission), see Section 20.3.
« -gat/-get/-ogat/-eget/-dget

FORM: harmonic suffix (see Vowel Harmony)
The vowel-initial variants occur after monosyliabic stems,
the consonant-initial ones after polysyllabic stems.

MEANING: frequentative

EXAMPLES: olvas ‘read’ olvasgat ‘read a little’
emel ‘lift’ emelget ‘lift repeatedly’
nyom ‘push’ nyomogat ‘push repeatedly’
néz ‘look’ nézeget ‘look from time to time’
it ‘hit iitoget ‘hit repeatedly’
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22.1.2 Verbs from Nouns
« -ol/-ell-6l/-1
FORM: harmonic suffix (see Vowel Harmony)

The vowel-initial variants occur after consonant-final stems,
the consonant-initial one occurs after vowel-final stems.
In some cases the suffix-initial vowel may disappear when
a vowel-initial suffix follows the suffix itself.

= Some verbs derived with this suffix are -ik verbs.

w= Note that the suffix-initial vowel is a/e after Lowering
Stems (see Section 4.1).

i Note that final a/e lengthen to d, é before a suffix (see
Section 1.5).

MEANING: various actions/states involving the noun

EXAMPLES:!
por ‘dust’ porol ‘dust’ porolok 1sg pres indef
por ‘dust’ porlik ‘become dust’
elnok ‘president’  elnokol ‘preside’ elnék(6)1ok 1sg pres indef
kéz ‘hand’ kezel ‘handle’
kefe ‘brush’ kefél ‘brush’
nydr ‘summer’  nyaral ‘spend the summer vacation’
fiil ‘ear’ fiilel ‘listen carefully’

+ -0z/~e2/-02/-2
FORM: harmonic suffix (see Vowel Harmony)

The vowel-initial variants occur after consonant-final stems,
the consonant-initial one occurs after vowel-final stems.
In some cases the suffix-initial vowel may disappear when
a vowel-initial suffix follows the suffix itself.

= Some verbs derived with this suffix are -ik verbs.

& Note that the suffix-initial vowel is a/e after Lowering
Stems (see Section 4.1).

w Note that final a/e lengthen to d, é before a suffix (see
Section 1.5).
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MEANING: various actions/states involving the noun

EXAMPLES:
folt ‘patch’ foltoz ‘patch up’

keret “frame’ keretez ‘frame’ keretezi 3sg pres def

elem ‘element’ elemez ‘analyse’ elem(e)zi 3sg pres def

filiggdny ‘curtain’ fliggdnyoz ‘cover with a curtain’

bridzs ‘bridge’ bridzsezik ‘play bridge’

gyirid ‘ring’ gyliriiz ‘ring’

fal ‘wall’ falaz ‘build a wall’

sz0g ‘nail’ szogez ‘nail’

.o -1t
FORM: non-harmonic suffix (see Vowel Harmony)

MEANING: various actions/states involving the noun
It always forms transitive verbs.

EXAMPLES: alap ‘foundation’
tan ‘teaching’

alapit ‘found’
tanit ‘teach’

o ~osit/-esit/-dsit/-sit

FORM: harmonic suffix (see Vowel Harmony)
The vowel-initial variants occur after consonant-final stems,
the consonant-initial one occurs after vowel-final stems.

ez Note that the suffix-initial vowel is a/e after Lowering
Stems (see Section 4.1).

v Note that final g, e lengthen to 4, é before a suffix (see
Section 1.5).

MEANING: ‘create an N’
It always forms transitive verbs

EXAMPLES:
csoport ‘group’ csoportosit ‘group’
Sfilm “film’ filmesit ‘make sg into a film’

kdd ‘fog’ kaddsit ‘make sg unclear’
dru ‘product’ drusit ‘sell’
forradalom ‘revolution’ forradalmasit ‘revolutionize’
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o -dszik/-észik
FORM: harmonic two-form suffix (see Vowel Harmony)
If the stem ends in a vowel, the vowel is deleted before the
suffix.

MEANING: ‘catch, hunt N’

haldszik ‘fish’ ‘
fiirjészik “shoot quail”
lepkészik ‘catch butterflies

EXAMPLES: hal ‘fish’
fiirj ‘quail’
lepke ‘butterfly’

22.1.3 Verbs from Adjectives

o it
FORM: non-harmonic suffix (see Vowel Harmgny)
If the stem ends in a vowel, the vowel is deleted before the
suffix.

MEANING: ‘make sg ADJ’ -
Always forms transitive verbs.

szépit ‘make beautiful’
vadit ‘make wild’
feketit ‘make black’

EXAMPLES: szép ‘beautiful’
vad ‘wild’
fekete ‘black’

o -ulliil
ORM: harmonic two-form suffix (see Vowel Harmony)
' If the stem ends in a vowel, the vowel is deleted before the
suffix.

MEANING: ‘become ADJ’ N
Always forms intransitive verbs.

szépiil ‘become beautiful’
vadul ‘become wild’
feketiil ‘become black’

EXAMPLES: szép ‘beautiful’
vad ‘wild’
fekete ‘black’

« -odik/-edik/-odik

i -f suffi Harmony)
FORM: harmonic three-form suffix (see Vowel' ’
If the stem ends in a vowel, the vowel is deleted before the

suffix.
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= Npte that the suffix-initial vowel is not subject to Low-
ering, 1.e. it 1s o/e/d even after Lowering Stems (see Sec-
tions 1.4 and 4.1).
MEANING: ‘become ADJ’
Always forms intransitive verbs.

EXAMPLES: piros ‘red’ pirosodik ‘become red’
kerek ‘round’ kerekedik ‘become round’
80mbdolyi ‘spherical’ gombilyddik ‘become spherical’
szomori ‘sad’ szomorodik ‘become sad’

22.2 Derived Nouns

22.2.1 Nouns from Nouns
o -sdg/-ség

FORM: harmonic two-form suffix (see Vowel Harmony)

i Not; that final a, ¢ DO NOT lengthen to 4, é before this
suffix (see Section 1.5).

MEANING: It derives abstract nouns or collective nouns.

EXAMPLES: anya ;mother’

anyasdg ‘motherhood’
hegy ‘mountain’

hegység ‘mountain range’
* -dsz/-ész
FORM: harmonic two-form suffix (see Vowel Harmony)

If the stem ends in a vowel, the vowel is deleted before the
suffix.

MEANING: It derives names of occupation.

EXAMPLES: hal ‘fish’
nyelv ‘language’
sz016 ‘grape’

haldsz ‘fisherman’
nyelvész ‘linguist’
sz81ész “viniculturist’
o -atf-et

FORM: harmonic two-form suffix (see Vowel Harmony)

It can be attached to the suffix -dsz/-ész discussed above.

MEANING: It derives names of institution or field of activity.
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EXAMPLES:

e =08/-e8/-05s/-s

FORM:

MEANING:

EXAMPLES:

« -ka/-ke

FORM:

MEANING:

EXAMPLES:

haldsz ‘fisherman’  haldszat ‘fishing’
nyelvész ‘linguist’  nyelvészet ‘linguistics’
szdlész ‘viniculturist’ szélészet ‘viniculture, vinyard’

harmonic suffix (see Vowel Harmony)
The vowel-initial variants occur after consonant-final stems,
the consonant-initial one occurs after vowel-final stems.

=z Note that the suffix-initial vowel is a/e after Lowering
Stems (see Section 4.1)

wr Note that final a, e lengthen to 4, € before a suffix (see
Section 1.5)

It derives names of occupation and collective nouns

asztal ‘table’
zoldség ‘vegetable’
ora ‘watch’

fazék ‘pot’

asztalos ‘carpenter’
zoldséges ‘greengrocer’
6rds ‘watchmaker’
fazekas ‘potter’

harmonic two-form suffix (see Vowel Harmony)
Typically, it can be attached to polysyllabic noun stems
which are (a) not Lowering Stems (see Section 4.1) and (b)
end in 1, [, 1, ny or the vowel i.

diminutive

ember ‘man’ emberke
asztal ‘table’ asztalka
vagyon ‘wealth’ vagyonka
asszony ‘woman’ asszonyka
néni ‘old woman’ nénike

e ~cskal/-cske/-ocska/-ecske/-dcske

FORM:

harmonic suffix (see Vowel Harmony)

The vowel-initial variants occur after consonant-final stems,
the consonant-initial one occurs after vowel-final stems.
This suffix is the truly productive diminutive suffix: it can
occur when -ka/-ke cannot, and in many cases even in the
environments where -ka/-ke can.
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MEANING:
EXAMPLES:

o~

FORM:

MEANING:
EXAMPLES:

. -né

FORM:

MEANING:
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w= Note that the suffix-initial vowel is a/e after Lowering
Stems (see Section 4.1).

5= Note that final q, e lengthen to 4, é before a suffix (see

Section 1.5).

= Note th:at Vowel-deleting Stems always take this suffix
In the diminutive (see Section 4.2).

diminutive

baj ‘trouble’

sOr ‘beer’

szem ‘eye’
kalap ‘hat’

tizlet ‘business’
teve ‘camel’
esernyd ‘umbrella’
fondl ‘thread’
vdr ‘castle’
szérny ‘monster’
bokor ‘bush’
Okol “fist’

bajocska
sorocske
szemecske
kalapocska
lizletecske
tevécske
esernydcske
Jfornalacska
vdracska
szornyecske
bokrocska
oklocske

no‘n-harmonic suffix (see Vowel Harmony)
It is attached to shortened forms of given names.

It derives nicknames.

Péter
Marta
Mikiés

Peti
Marti
Miki

nop—hannonic suffix (see Vowel Harmony)
It is attached to a man’s surname or to the end of his full
name (surname followed by the given name).

= Note that final a, ¢ lengthen to 4, ¢ before a suffix (see

Section 1.5).
‘Mrs’

EXAMPLES: Nagy Ldszlé Nagy Ldszloné
Nagy Nagyné
Kasza Béla Kasza Bélané
Kasza Kaszdné
»-ék
FORM: non-harmonic suffix (see Vowel Harmony)
It is attached to nouns denoting persons (including names).
It can follow a possessive suffix. If it is attached to a com-
mon noun, it must be used with a definite article.
w= Note that final q, e lengthen to 4, é before a suffix (see
Section 1.5).
MEANING: group of people associated with N
EXAMPLES:
Négradi Ndgradiék ‘Négradi and his group’
Péter Péterék ‘Péter and his group’
Nogradi Péter Négradi Péterék ‘Négradi Péter and his group’

bardtom ‘my friend’ a bardtomék ‘my friend and his group’

22.2.2 Nouns from V?arbs

o -ds/-és

FORM:

MEANING:

EXAMPLES:

- -6/-6
FORM:

MEANING:

EXAMPLES: olvas ‘read’

harmonic two-form suffix (see Vowel Harmony)

= Note the behaviour of sz/d and sz/z stems with his suffix
(see Section 19.4.3.).

It denotes the action itself.

olvas ‘read’ olvasds ‘reading’
lebeg ‘float’ lebegés ‘floating
haragszik “be angry’ haragvds ‘anger’
verekedik ‘fight’ verekedés ‘fighting’

harmonic two-form suffix (see Vowel Harmony)

agent

olvasé ‘reader’

rendez ‘direct’ rendezd ‘director’
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22.2.3 Nouns from Adjectives
= -sdg/-ség

FORM: harmonic two-form suffix (see Vowel Harmony)

= Note that final a, ¢ DO NOT lengthen to 4, é before this
suffix (see Section 1.5).

MEANING: It derives abstract nouns (‘-ness’).

EXAMPLES: vad ‘wild’ vadsdg ‘wildness’
fehér ‘white’ fehérség ‘whiteness’
fekete ‘black’ feketeség ‘blackness’

22.2.4 Nouns from Numerals
s -0S8/-es/-0's

FORM: harmonic suffix (see Vowel Harmony)

w Note that the suffix-initial vowel is a/e after Lowering
Stems (see Section 4.1).

MEANING: ‘the number itself’

EXAMPLES: négy ‘4> s négyes ‘the number 4°
ot ‘s’ otos ‘the number 5’
hat ‘6’ hatos ‘the number 6’
nyolc ‘8’ nyolcas ‘the number 8’

22.3 Derived Adjectives

22.3.1 Adjectives from Adjectives
« -as/-es/-s

FORM: harmonic suffix (see Vowel Harmony)

The vowel-initial variant is added to adjectives that end in
a consonant or in the derivational suffix -i: the consonant-
initial variant attaches to other vowel-final adjective stems.

v Note that final @, ¢ lengthen o 4, é before a suffix (see
Section 1.5).

s The suffix is -os/-es/-ds/-s after the exceptional non-

lowering adjectives (see Section 7.1 on non-lowering
adjectives).
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MEANING:

EXAMPLES:

‘More-or-less having the quality of Adj’

piros ‘red’ pirosas ‘reddish’

Jsz ‘grey (of hair)” dJszes ‘greyish’ )
miivészi ‘artistic’  midvészies ‘having artistic pretensions’
Sfekete ‘black’ feketés “blackish’

nagy ‘big’ nagyos ‘adult-like °

gorog ‘Greek’ gordgds ‘Greek-like’

angol ‘English’ angolos ‘English-like’

o ~tlan/-tlen/-talan/-telen/-atlan/-etlen

FORM:

MEANING:

EXAMPLES:

harmonic suffix (see Vowel Harmony)

The -atlan/-etlen variant is added to adjectives that end in
the derivational suffix -i, -tlan/-tlen attaches to other vowel-
final adjective stems and -talan/-telen is used with conso-
nant-final adjectives.

= Note that final g, e lengthen to 4, € before a suffix (see
Section 1.5).

privative adjective: ‘lacking the quality’
miivészi ‘artistic’
udvarias ‘polite’
hii ‘faithful’

komoly ‘serious’
boldog ‘happy’

mijvészietlen “without artistic quality’
udvariatlan ‘impolite’

hiitlen ‘unfaithful’

komolytalan ‘not serious’
boldogtalan “unhappy’

22.3.2 Adjectives from Verbs

« -hato/-hetd

FORM:

MEANING:

EXAMPLES:

harmonic two-form suffix (see Vowel Harmony)
It can only be attached to a transitive verb.

‘-able’

olvas ‘read’
élvez ‘enjoy’

olvashato ‘readable’
élvezhetd ‘enjoyable’

« -hatatlan/-hetetlen

FORM!

harmonic two-form suffix (see Vowel Harmony)
It can only be attached to a transitive verb
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MEANING: ‘un ...-able’

EXAMPLES: olvas ‘read’
élvez ‘enjoy’

olvashatatlan ‘unreadable’
élvezhetetlen ‘unenjoyable’

e -atlan/-etlen
FORM: harmonic suffix (see Vowel Harmony)
MEANING: privative adjective, negative of Passive Participle
EXAMPLES: vdr ‘wait, expect’  vdratlan ‘unexpected’
kér ‘ask for’ kéretlen ‘unsolicited’

* -0/-6" (Active (Present) Participle), see Section 17.2.1.

* -ott/-ett/-ott/-t/-tt (Passive (Past) Participle), see Section 17.2.2.

22.3.3 Adjectives from Nouns
e -08/-es/-0s/-s

FORM: harmonic suffix (see Vowel Harmony)
The vowel-initial variants occur after consonant-final stems,
the consonant-initial one occurs after vowel-final stems.

ez Note that the suffix-initial vowel is a/e after Lowering
Stems (see Section 4.1).

e Note that final g, e lengthen to 4, ¢ before a suffix (see
Section 1.5).

MEANING: ‘having N, like N, relating to N’

EXAMPLES: kaldz ‘pirate’ kalézos ‘pirate-like’
emelet ‘storey’ emeletes ‘multistorey’
kéd ‘fog’ kodos ‘foggy’
erd ‘strength’ erds ‘strong’
mese ‘tale’ mesés ‘like a tale’

fog “tootl’ fogas ‘having teeth’
szdg ‘nail’ szoges ‘having nails’
s -1/-1i/-jii/~jii
FORM: harmonic two-form suffix (see Vowel Harmony)

The vowel-initial variants occur after consonant-final stems,
the consonant-initial ones occur after vowel-final stems.
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MEANING:

EXAMPLES:

o-i

FORM!

MEANING:

EXAMPLES:

o -nyi
FORM:
MEANING:

EXAMPLES:

o -szeril

FORM:

= Note that final g, e lengthen to 4, é before a suffix (see
Section 1.5).

rz This suffix can only be added to numeral/adjective plus
noun constructions, never to an isolated noun.

‘having N’

nagy labi ‘having big feet’
nagy fiillii ‘having big ears’

nagy lab ‘big foot’
nagy fiil ‘big ear’ . ‘ ! ’

nagy autd ‘big car’ nagy autoju ‘hav'mg a b}g car ,
nagy teve ‘big camel’  nagy tevéjil ‘having a big camel

non-harmonic suffix (see Vowel Harmony). . '
It is not used with nouns that end in i (-beli is used instead,
see below).

iz Note that final a, e DO NOT lengthen to &, é before
this suffix (see Section 1.5).

‘belonging to N, of N, pertaining to N’. It can be added to
placenames, nouns referring to time, the names of occupa-
tions, professioqns, institutions.

Budapest budapesti
Pécs pécsi ‘of Pécs’
Zala zalai ‘of Zala’
tegnap tegnapi

non-harmonic suffix (see Vowel Harmony)

Derives adjectives of measure from nouns that can mean a
unit of measure.

maroknyi ‘handful of’
tdlcdnyi ‘tray of ’

marok “fist’
tdalca ‘tray’

non-harmonic suffix (see Vowel Harmony)

s Note that final a, e DO NOT lengthen to 4, é before this
suffix (see Section 1.5).
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MEANING:

EXAMPLES:

» -féle

FORM:

MEANING:

EXAMPLES:

» -fajta
FORM:

MEANING:

EXAMPLES:

« -beli
FORM:

MEANING:

EXAMPLES:

158

‘-like’

hal ‘fish’ halszeri ‘fishlike’
kényv ‘book’ konyvszerif “booklike’
kutya ‘dog’ kutyaszerii ‘doglike’

non-harmonic suffix (see Vowel Harmony)

o= Note that final ¢, ¢ DO NOT lengthen to 4, é before this
suffix (see Section 1.5).

‘type of”
hal ‘fish’ halféle ‘type of fish’
kutya ‘dog’ kutyaféle ‘type of dog’

non-harmonic suffix (see Vowel Harmony)

sz Note that final g, e DO NOT lengthen to &, ¢ before this
sufﬁx (see Section 1.5).

‘type of’ » ,
hal ‘fish’ halfajta ‘type of fish’
kutya ‘dog’ kutyafajta ‘type of dog’

non-harmonic suffix (see Vowel Harmony)

1= Note that final g, e DO NOT lengthen to 4, é before this
suffix (see Section 1.5).

‘belonging to N, of N, pertaining to N”. It can be added (o
the names of countries, counties, placenames (only if they
end in 7), institutions and nouns referring to time and place.

hold ‘moon’
hdz ‘house’

holdbeli ‘located on the moon’
hazbeli ‘located in (our) house’

22. Word Formation: Derivational Suffixes

22.4 Derived Adverbs

22.4.1 Adverbs from Verbs
+ -va/-ve (Adverbial Participle), see Section 17.2.4.

22.4.2 Adverbs from Adjectives

e -an/-en/-n

FORM:

MEANING:

EXAMPLES:

o -ul/-iil
FORM:

MEANING!

EXAMPLES:

harmonic suffix (see Vowel Harmony)

The vowel-initial variants occur after consonant-final stems
and vowel-final stems that end in i, {, u, #, &, ii. The conso-
nant-initial one occurs after vowel-final stems that end in
e, é, a, d. Either the vowel-final variants or the consonant
final one can be used after stems that end in &, &.

= Note that final g, e lengthen to 4, € before a suffix (see
Section 1.5).

In the manner expressed by the adjective, ‘-ly’.

alattomosan ‘sneaky’
emberien ‘humane’
keseriien ‘bitter’
durvdn ‘brutal’
sérté(e)n ‘insulting’

alattomos ‘sneaky’
emberi ‘humane’
keseri ‘bitter’
durva ‘brutal’

sértd ‘insulting’

harmonic two-form suffix (see Vowel Harmony)

‘in a language’. It can only be added to adjectives denoting
languages.

magyarul ‘in Hungarian’
németiil ‘in German’
banruul ‘in Bantu’

magyar ‘Hungarian’
német ‘German’
bantu ‘Bantu’
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23.1 The Possessive Construction

In possessive constructions the possessor noun precedes the possessed
noun. The possessor noun is inflected for the DATIVE case and the possessed
noun recelves a POSSESSIVE/PERSON suffix. The possessed number agrees
with the possessor in person. If the possessed noun is plural, it receives
Fhe plural possessed version of the POSSESSIVE/PERSON suffix. The noun
in Dative is followed by the definite article a/az:

Péternek a konyve

az embereknek a bardtja
a kockdnak az éle

‘Peter’s book’

‘the people’s friend’
‘the edge of the cube’
Péternek a konyvei

az embereknek a bardt(j)ai
a kockdnak az élei

‘Peter’s books’
‘the people’s friends’
‘the edges of the cube’
It is u51_1a1 to omit both the dative suffix and the following definite article
(never just one of them!):
Péter kdnyve
az emberek bardtja
a kocka éle

‘Peter’s book’
‘the people’s friend’
‘the edge of the cube’

‘Peter’s books’
‘the people’s friends’
‘the edges of the cube’

Péter konyvei
az emberek bardr(j)ai
a kocka élei

If the possessor is expressed by a personal pronoun, the nominal of the
pronoun 1s used, and the pronoun may be optionally omitted:

az én kényvem a kényvem ‘my book’
a r_e'b'a,ra.{od a bardrod ‘your friend’
a mi késiink a késiink ‘our knife’

The 3rd person singular pronoun 4 is used both in the singular and in the
plural 3rd person:

az 8 kényve a kényve
az 0 kényviik a konyviik

‘her/his book’
‘their book’
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23.2 The Omission of Personal Pronouns

Personal pronouns may occur in various positions in a Hungarian sentence
(subject, direct object, indirect object, adverbial, etc.), but in some positions
they are usually omitted if they are not emphatic/contrastive. These posi-
tions are the subject position and the direct object position:

(i) Subject position

Non-contrastive/non-emphatic personal pronouns are usually omitted
in subject position in a main clause (the person/number of the subject
is marked on the conjugated verb): ‘
Nézem a tévét. ‘<I> am watching TV’
Strtunk. ‘<We> cried.
Orokké szeretni fogja Jilidt. ‘<He/she> will love Julia forever’
s A 3™ person subject pronoun cannot be left out from a sentence from
which van/vannak is obligatorily omitted (this can happen in the Present
Tense, see Section 23.7.2): O magas. ‘She/he <is> tall.’; Ok politikusok.
“They <are> politicians.

= If the subject pronoun receives contrastive/emphatic prominence, it is
not omitted: MI sirtunk. ‘It was uz who cried’
(ii) Direct object position

« 3rd person personal pronouns

Non-contrastive/non-emphatic singular 3rd person personal pronouns
arc usually omitted in direct object position (the definite conjugation
of the verb indicates the person of the omitted direct object):

3

Ldtod? ‘Can <yOUgypersey™> Se€ <her/him/it g p>?
Tegnap megvettem. ‘< guamer> bought <her/him/it,, . .> yesterday.
Elfelejterték.

Plural 3rd person personal pronouns CANNOT be omitted as objects
(so an omitted 3rd person object pronoun can only be interpreted as a
singular object):

Larod Sket?
Elfelejtették Sket.

‘<Theyyurer> forgot <her/him/ity,.>’

< b
Can <YOUgypecrsc)™ SE€ themgy,per?

‘<TheySUBJECT> fOI‘gO[ then]omnfc"rf
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« 1st and 2nd person personal pronouns

A non-contrastive/non-emphatic singular 1st or 2nd person personal
pronoun can be omitted in direct object position if the reference is
unambiguous (the indefinite conjugation of the verb indicates that the
person of the omitted direct object is not 3sg):

Ldtsz? ‘Can <yougygcrsey> see <megppe>?’
Ldtlak. ‘<sypeer> Can see <YOUqgpcr(say™
Elfelejtettél. <YOUgyppersey™> forgot <me gy >

Elfelejtettek. ‘<Theygper> forgot <youg/me >,

Plu_ral 1st and 2nd person personal pronouns cannot be omitted (so an
omitted Ist or 2nd person object pronoun can only be interpreted as a
singular object):
Ldtsz minket? ‘Can <YOUsyprmer(sey™ S€€ USqpper?!
Latlak titeker. *<ypmer™ Can see YOUogmer(er)-

Elfelejtettél minket. ‘<YOUgypppcr(sey™ fOrgot us,yecr.

‘<They SUBJECT> forgot y OuOBJEC’l‘:(PL) ]
Elfelejtettek minket.  ‘<Theyq, 5> forgot USopecre

Elfelejtettek titeket.

Ly 'If ‘the direct object pronoun receives contrastive/emphatic prominence,
1t 1S not omitted:

ENGEM elfelejtettek. <Theyg,,.> forgot ME ’

'OBJECT*

23.3 Questions

Wh-questions are introduced by interrogative pronouns and interrogative
adverbs (see Sections 6.6.1 and 6.6.3.1).

Milyen konyvet vettél? “What kind of book did you buy?
Hovd mész? ‘Where are you going?’
Ki dllt az ablakban? ~ “Who stood in the window?’

"l_"he construction that contains the question word (i.e. a phrase or the ques-
ton word alone) must immediately precede the conjugated verb (i.e. it must
be in focus position, see Section 23.6).

Hol lgttdl két kurydt tegnap?

“Where did you see two dogs yesterday?’
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Melyik lovat vdlasztod?
‘Which horse do you choose?’

sz The question word miért is exceptional because it can be separated from
the conjugated verb by a phrase: Miért ezt a lovat vdlasztod? “Why do
you choose this horse?’

There is no special construction distinct from statements for yes-no ques-
tions in Hungarian (unlike in English). The following sentences can be
statements or yes-no questions depending on their intonation:

Tegnap elment Pécsre. ‘Yesterday (s)he went to Pécs.

Tegnap elment Pécsre? ‘Did (s)he go to Pécs yesterday?’
Tegnap ment el Pécsre. ‘Yesterday (s)he went to Pécs’

Tegnap ment el Pécsre? ‘Did (s)he go to Pécs yesterday?’

See Section 23.6 on the position of preverbs in questions.

23.4 Negatives
Negatives are formed with nem ‘no, not’.

Nem usually precedes the word it modifies:

Amerikdba mentem megldtogatni a bardtomat.
‘I went to America to visit my friend.’

Nem mentem Amerikdba megldtogatni a bardtomat.
‘Ididn’t go to America to visit my friend’ (=1 didn’t go)

‘I didn’t go to America to visit my friend.” (= not to America)

Nem a bardtomat megldtogatni mentem Amerikdba.
‘I didn’t go to America to visit my friend.” (= not to visit my friend)

In neutral sentences nem immediately precedes the conjugated verb it
modifies.

‘Peter has read the book.’
‘Peter has not read the book.

Péter olvasta a kényvet.

Even preverbs cannot occur between the nem and the conjugated verb (See
Section 23.6 on the position of preverbs in negative sentences):
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Péter elolvasta a kdnyvet. ‘Peter has read the book.
Péter nem olvasta el a konyver. ‘Peter has read the book.
With imperatives ne is used instead of nem:

Ne menj el!
‘Don’t go away!’

Ne is ldssalak!
‘I don’t want to see you.

w= Note that the negative of the verb van in the 3rd person singular present
is nincs if van is used in the sense ‘have’ or if it is followed by an adver-
bial (usually of space):

Nincs repiildje.

‘(S)he does not have an aeroplane.
Nincs Amerikdban.

‘(S)he is not in America.

= Note that double negation is used with negative pronouns in Hungarian:
Senkit sem ldrtam. ‘I have not seen anybody.’

23.5 Infinitival Constructions, Auxiliaries
Infinitives may occur in combination with

(a) conjugated verbs:

Ok menni akarnak. ‘They want to go. and

(b) ‘complex verbs’, i.e. nominal + conjugated van ‘be’ constructions:

En kész vagyok megprébalni. ‘T am ready to try.

Note that the ‘be’ verb (copula) of complex verbs is missing in the present
3 persons (see Section 23.7.2):
O kész meghalni.

) ‘He is ready to die’
Ok készek meghalni.

‘They are ready to die.

Infinitival constructions often behave like auxiliaries and have ‘auxiliary-
like’ meanings.

23.5.1 The Non-dative Class of Verbs

Some verbs and complex verbs in infinitival constructions take a nomi-
native subject and an impersonal infinitive (see Section 17.1.1). These
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verbs and complex verbs can take all person/number suffixes (1st, 2nd,
3rd):

(E"n ) akarok teniszezni.
‘I want to play tennis’

( Ok) utdlnak teniszezni.
‘They hate to play tennis.

Jdnos utdl teniszezni.
‘John hates to play tennis’

(Te) kénytelen vagy teniszezni. .
“You have no choice but to play tennis’

(Mi) kénytelenek voltunk teniszezni.
‘We had no choice but to play tennis.’

(En) képes leszek teniszezni.

‘I will be able to play tennis’
Note that if the van ‘be’ part of a complex verb is in the plural, then the
nominal part must occur in the plural too:

(Mi) kénytelenek voltunk teniszezni.
‘We had no choice but to play tennis.’s

(Ok) képesek lesznek teniszezni.
‘They will be able to play tennis’

The following is a list of some common verbs qf this type (complex verbs
are indicated by the mark ‘+vAN’ after the nominal):

akar ‘want’ iparkodik ‘do one’s best to’
batorkodik ‘dare’ kénytelen +vaN ‘have no choice but’
bir ‘be able to’ képes +VAN “be capable of, .have
elfelejt ‘forget’ the cheek’tO'
elkezd ‘start’ kész +VAN ‘be ready to

enged ‘allow’ késziil fbe prepared 1o’

fél ‘be afraid’ kezd ;stgn”

fog ‘shall, will’ kivdn wish” ’
eviilol ‘hate’ koteles +VAN ‘be obliged to

ha gy ‘let, allow’ (meg)probal “try’ ’

hajlandé +vaN  ‘can be persuaded to’  (meg)tanul zlea’m

igyekszik ‘do one’s best 10’ megy ‘g0’

imad ‘love’ mer dare’

165




23. Constructions and Sentences

Ghajt ‘wish’ szeretne ‘would like to’
seglt ‘help’ szokott ‘be in the habit of”
siet ‘hurry’ tanul ‘learn’

szégyell ‘be ashamed’ tud ‘can, know’

szeret ‘love’ utdl ‘hate’

sz Note that the verb szokott only has past forms.

23.5.2 The Dative Class of Verbs

Some verbs and complex verbs in infinitival constructions take a dative
subject and an impersonal infinitive or, alternatively, a dative subject and
a personal infinitive (see Section 17.1.2). The subject can be omitted if
the personal infinitive is used. These verbs and complex verbs have a lim-
ited conjugation: they can occur in all tenses/moods, but only in the 3% per-
son singular:

Nekem irni kell. ‘I have to write.

(Nekem) irnom kell.

Jdnosnak irni kellett. ‘John had to write.

Janosnak frnia kellett.

Nektek illik irni. “You ar® required to write.
(Nektek) illik irnotok.

Péternek tilos volt aludni. ‘It was forbidden for Peter to sleep.

Péternek tilos volt aludnia.

Nekiink hasznos lesz elolvasni a kényvet.
‘It will be useful for us to read the book.
(Nekiink) hasznos lesz elolvasnunk a kényvet.

o= Note that both constructions described above allow another dative in
the same sentence meaning recipient ‘to/for somebody’:

Nekem kell irni neked.
(Nekem) irnom kell neked.

‘I have to write to you!

In the first impersonal construction this may result in ambiguity as a single
dative may be interpreted as subject or as recipient (because the subject
may be optionally left out, see Section 23.2):

Nekem kell irni.
‘I have to write to somebody’ or ‘Somebody has to write to me.
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Nekiink kell els6bbséget adni.
‘We have to give way to somebody.
or ‘Somebody has to give way to us’

The following is a list of some common verbs of this type (complex
verbs are indicated by the mark ‘+VAN’ after the nominal):

érdemes +VAN ‘be worth’

fdj ‘hurt’

hasznos +VAN ‘be useful to’
ideje +VAN ‘be time to’

illik ‘be required to’
Jo +VAN ‘be good to’
jolesik ‘feel good to’
kar +vAN ‘be a pity to’
kell ‘must, have to’
kéne ‘must, have to’
konnyid +VAN ‘be easy to’
lehet ‘may, possible’
muszdj +VAN ‘must, have to’
nehéz +vaN ‘be difficult to’
rossz +VAN ‘be bad to’
stkeriil ‘succeed’
szabad +VAN ‘be allowed to’
sziikséges +VAN ‘be necessary to’
szitkségtelen +VAN ‘be unnecessary to’
tetszik ‘like’

tilos +VAN ‘be forbidden to’

23.5.3 Separators

Some of the conjugated verbs that occur in infinitival constructions are
separators: they separate the a preverb from its verb and stand between
the preverb and its verb.

‘Julia wants to read the book.

Jilidnak el kellett olvasni(a) a konyvet.
‘Julia had to read the book’

Jiilidnak el szabad olvasni{a) a kényvet.
‘Julia is allowed to read the book.
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Compare constructions with verbs that are not separators:

Julia imddja elolvasni a kényvet.

‘Julia loves reading the book’

INolJilia el imddja olvasni a kényvet.
Julidnak jolesik elolvasni(a) a kényvet.
‘Julia feels good reading the book.
INo!Jdlidnak el jolesik olvasni(a) a kényvet.

Jullidgnak tilos elolvasni(a) a kényvet.
‘It is forbidden for Julia to read the book.
INo!Julidnak el tilos olvasni(a) a kdnyvet.

Of the verbs and complex verbs discussed above, the following ones are
separators in standard Hungarian:

akar lehet szokott
bir mer tetszik
fog ohajt tud
kell szabad +VvaN

kéne szeretne

23.6 Word Order

The principles governing Hungarian word order are different from those
in English. The sequence of words in a Hungarian sentence may vary
considerably. However, the order is only (relatively) free after the verb.
The ‘theme’, which is called the topic of the sentence, precedes the actual
statement or question (the comment) about the topic. The comment always
begins with a stressed word. The topic of the sentence is not compulsory.

Péier,,., olvasott egy kényve!t ., .cur-
Ldttam egy szindarabot ., e

The word or group of words that carry the essential piece of new informa-
tion (called focus), the emphasis of the sentence as it were, always imme-
diately precedes the conjugated verb (in the following examples the focus
is capitalized):

EN akarok beszélni Kristéffal.
‘I want to talk to Christopher.’
En BESZELNI akarok Kristéffal.
‘I want to TALK to Christopher’
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En KRISTOFFAL akarok beszélni.
‘T want to talk to CHRISTOPHER.

The position of preverbs (see Chapter 21) depends on the chgs of the
sentence. A preverb is in initial position in the word if the verb is in focus
or if there is no special emphasis in the sentence:

En MEGISZOM, nem kiontom.
‘I’ll DRINK it up and not spill it.

Holnap felprébdlom.
‘I’ll try it on tomorrow.

Yes-no questions always have this word order:
Felveszi valaki a telefont?

‘Will someone pick up the phone?’

If another word or group of words is the focus, the verbal prefix_follows
the verb (this always happens if the verb is negated because anything neg-
ative tends to be focussed):

A MASIK KONYVET olvasom el.
“I’Il read the OTHER BOOK

NEM veszem fel a telefont.
‘I will NOT pick up the phone’
Imperatives always have this word order:

Olvasd el a konyvet!
‘Read the book!’

Vedd fel a telefont!
‘Pick up the phone!’

Separators (see Section 23.5.3) come between the verbal prefix and the
verb if the verb and the prefix are the focus of the sentence or if the sen-
tence is neutral:

Abba akarom hagyni.
‘I want to stop doing it.

Meg fogja tanulni.
‘She/he/it will learn it

169




23. Constructions and Sentences

Meg tudod csindlni.
‘You can do it’

However, separation does not happen if any other part of the sentence is
the focus and then separators come between the focus and the prefix+verb
combination:

JULIA fogja megtanulni.
‘JULIA will learn it

NEM tudod megcsindlni.
‘You canNOT do it.

MAST akarok abbahagyni.
‘I want to stop doing something else.

23.7 Constructions with van
The copula van may mean ‘have, possess’ or ‘be’.

23.7.1 ‘have, possess’

The possessive meaning ‘have got’ is expressed by the verb van. In these
sentences, the possessor is in the dative (if it appcars in the sentence), van
is in the 3rd person, and the possessed thing takes the possessive ending
agreeing with the person of the possessor:

Nekem van egy kutydm.
Neked van egy kutydd.
Neki van egy kutydja.
Nekiink van egy kutydnk.
Nektek van egy kutydrok.
Nekik van egy kutydjuk.

‘I have a dog’
‘Youy; have a dog’
‘(S)he/it has a dog’
‘We have a dog’
‘You,, have a dog’
‘They have a dog’

The negation of van is nincs, the plurals are vannak and nincsenek respec-
tively (the verb has to agree in number with the number of the possessed):

Neked vannak kutydid.
Neked nincsenek kutydid.

“Youy, have dogs’
*Youg, don’t have dogs’
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23.7.2 ‘be’

The verb van does not appear in the third person singular and plural in
the present tense in sentences where it means ‘be’ and it has a subject

complement noun or adjective:

E;n szerény vagyok.
O szerény volt.
O szerény lesz.

but

O szerény.
O nem szerény.
Ok szerények.

‘T am modest.
‘He was modest.
‘He will be modest.

‘He <is> modest.
‘He <is> not modest.
“They <are> modest.

w= Note that van is never left out if it means ‘have, possess’: Neki van egy
tolla. ‘(S)he has a pen/, or if it means ‘made of’ Az asztal iivegbél van.

“The table is made of glass.

Van, vannak, nincs, nincsenek are retained in the sense ‘be’ in the 3rd per-

son present

« if they have an adverbial of space:

Kristéf a szobdban van.
A fiik a bdnydban vannak.

‘Christopher is in the room.
“The boys are in the mine.

« if they receive emphasis in comparative sentences:

Péter VAN olyan okos, mint Tamds.
‘Peter IS as clever as Thomas.’

Péter NINCS olyan okos, mint Tamds.
‘Peter ISN’T as clever as Thomas’
Compare the unemphatic:

Péter olyan okos, mint Tamds.
‘Peter is as clever as Thomas’

Péter nem olyan okos, mint Tamads.
‘Peter isn’t as clever as Thomas.
« in sentences asserting that something exists or does not exist

Van élet a Marson.
‘There is life on Mars.
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Boszorkdnyok nincsenek.
‘Witches do not exist.’
« in sentences like the following:

7 ora van.
‘It is 7 o’clock’

Dél van.
‘It is noon.’

Péntek van. Julius van.

‘It is Friday. ‘It is July.
2002 van. Meleg van.
‘It is 2002. ‘It is hot.
Vihar van. Szél van.

“There is a storm. “There is a wind blowing’

Buli van.
“There is a party’

Baj van.
“There is something wrong.’

23.7.3 Van with an Adverbial Participle

Van can occur with an adverbial participle (see Section 17.2.4) to describe
a state of the subject. In a positive sentence, this type of van separates a
preverb from its verb stem (which takes the -va/-ve of the participle).

A tévé be van kapcsolva.
“The television is switched on.

Meg lesztek lepve.
‘You will be surprised.

Az ablakok be vannak torve.
‘The windows are broken.

A levél még nincs megirva.
‘The letter has not been written.’
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[J-initial suffixes 75, 76, 92, 93, 94,
95,100, 101, 102, 103, 126, 128,
129,133

1sg subject 2sg/pl object 76, 85, 90,
102

ablative 25, 42, 45, 48, 49, 51

accusative 15, 24, 25, 27, 28, 30, 32,
33,35, 36, 39, 45, 46, 47,48, 49,
50, 51, 52, 58, 64, 65, 80, 143,
145, 146

active (present) participle 114, 130,
156

active participle 156

-ad/-ed-final verbs 79, 81, 82

adessive 25, 45, 48, 49, 51, 62

adjectives 57, 58, 60, 61, 62, 65, 114,
115 157, 159, 170

adjectives denoting nation-
alities 58

adverbs 53, 54, 61, 62, 63, 143, 159

adverbial participle 115, 171, 172

affrication 11, 30, 119

allative 23, 26, 45, 48, 49

alphabet 7alternative stems 13,22,
32,112,127, 128

anti-harmonic stems 14, 60, 131, 132

article 16, 17, 18

associative 25, 28, 29, 46, 48, 49

auxiliaries 111, 138, 164

back vowel stems 13, 20,21, 75,77,
88, 90,96

cardinal numbers 64

case 16, 19, 24, 25, 26, 45, 46, 48, 49,
50, 52, 53, 36,57, 58

causal-final 24, 25. 33, 35, 36, 45, 48

causative 138, 139

clauses of purpose 109

cluster-final stems 74, 77, 82, 83, 86,
99

comment 168

comparative 58, 59, 60, 61,171

comparative constructions 62

complex verbs 25, 164, 165, 166

conditional 68, 69, 86-91, 102, 107,
108, 116, 121, 122, 128, 129, 133,
136, 138

conditional construction 90, 107, 108

conditional suffix 86, 87, 88, 89

conjunctive-imperative 68, 69, 92, 96,
100, 102, 103, 108, 109, 110, 116,
125,133,134, 136

conjunctive-imperative definite 94,
96, 97, 98, 99, 1,00, 101, 102, 104,
133,134

conjunctive-imperative definite verb
forms 95

conjunctive-imperative indefinite 92,
93, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 104,
133, 134, 136

consonant cluster 7, 23, 28, 74, 75,
76,77, 80, 82, 83, 86, 93, 96, 98,
99,100, 111, 124

constructions 71, 125, 160, 162, 166,
170copula 164, 170

Cszik stem 112, 114, 127, 128

Cszik verbs 127

dative 24, 25, 45,47, 48, 49, 50, 51,
58, 161, 166, 170

dative class of verbs 166

defective stems 125, 126, 127

definite article 16, 17, 18, 63, 71,153,
161

definite conjugation 69, 70, 71, 76,
89, 90, 135
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Index of subjects

definiteness 68, 69, 78, 92

degemination 11, 30, 119

delative 253, 45, 48, 49, 58

demonstrative pronouns 44, 45, 46

derivational suffixes 32, 146—159

derived adjectives 146, 149

derived adverbs 159

derived nouns 147, 150

derived verbs 146

dictionary form for nouns 19

dictionary form for verbs 127, 129

diminutive 151, 152

direct and indirect commands/
requests 108, 109

distributive 25, 26, 28, 29, 46, 48, 49

distributive-temporal 25, 26, 27, 28,
29, 45, 48,49

double negation 164elative 25, 45, 48,
49, 51

essive 25, 46, 48, 49

exceptional front vowel stems 14

final a/e lengthening 15, 30, 119

final vowel deleting stems 38

focus 162, 168, 169, 170

formalis 25, 46, 48, 49

fractions 66

frequentative 146

{front vowel stems 13, 20, 21, 75, 77,
88,90, 96

future 68, 104, 106, 107

future construction 104, 105, 107

future participle 115

future time 68

gender 19, 47, 48

government 26

harmonic three-form suffix 12, 13,
20, 26, 73,74,75,92,94, 97, 99,
100, 113, 146, 147, 149, 151, 154,
156, 159

harmonic two-form suffix 12, 13, 20,
22,23,26,73,75, 84, 85, 88, 89,
92,94, 97,99, 100, 113, 115, 131,
132, 146, 149, 150, 151, 153, 154,
155, 156, 159

-ik stems 120, 121
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-ik verbs 75, 116, 121, 125, 139, 147

-ik-class vowel-deleting stems 120

illative 25, 26, 45, 48, 49

imperatives 164, 169

impersonal infinitive 104, 111, 112,
113, 164, 166

indefinite article 16, 17, 70

indefinite conjugation 54, 69, 70, 72,
74,76, 77,78,79, 89, 90, 92, 162

indefinite pronouns 54-55

inessive 25, 26, 45, 48, 49, 51

infinitival constructions 25, 71, 111,
164, 166, 167

infinitive 71,104, 111, 112, 121, 122,
128, 129, 135, 137

infinitive with possessive suffixes
112, 122

inflectional suffixes 19, 32, 138

instructions/suggestions/permission
109

instrumental 24, 25, 29, 45, 48, 51

interrogative adverbs 51, 53, 162

interrogative pronouns 51, 52, 70, 71,
162 s ]

irregular comparative and superlative
forms 60, 61

irregular stem types 30, 119, 138

irregular stems 30, 32, 38, 39, 40, 83,
114, 119

irregular verbs 112, 131, 134, 135

J-assimilation 76, 93, 95

-/l final verb stems 75, 77, 80, 111

lowering stems 14, 20, 21, 28, 30, 32,
33, 34, 35, 36, 38, 58, 65, 66, 119,
147, 148, 150, 151, 152, 154, 156

lowering suffixes 32, 146

mixed vowel stems 13

nasal place assimilation 12, 30, 119

negation 169, 170

negative clauses 110

negative pronouns 55, 56, 164

negatives 163, 164

nominal possessive 19, 23, 24, 33, 35,

36,49, 50, 112
nominal possessive number 19, 24

Index of subjects

nominative 19, 24, 25, 42, 45, 46, 48,
143

non-dative class of verbs 164

non-finite forms 111, 112, 113, 114

non-harmonic suffixes 12, 23, 24, 26,
59, 60, 116, 148, 149, 152, 153,
157, 158

non-ik vowel-deleting stems 120, 122

non-lowering adjectival stems 58, 154

non-standard Hungarian 90, 102

noun stems 30

number 16, 19, 20, 46, 52, 57, 64, 65

numerals 64, 70, 157

omission of personal pronouns 161

ordinal numbers 65, 66, 67

palatalization 12, 23, 30, 76, 93, 95,
119

participles 114

passive (past) participle 114, 156

passive participle 156

past 68, 69, 79, 106,107, 120, 125,
126, 128, 129, 138

past conditional 90, 108

past definite 82, 83, 84, 85, 90, 125,
132

past indefinite 79, 80, 81, 82, 84, 85,
90, 115, 125, 128, 129, 132, 135

past participle 114, 115

past tense 78, 79, 83, 84, 90, 102,
106. 132

past tense suffix 78,79, 80, 81, 82,
83, 84, 85, 114, 120, 125

person/number 68, 69, 70, 73, 74, 75,
76,77, 78, 80, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86,

88,89,92, 116,120, 121, 122, 125,

128, 129,132,133, 134, 135, 136,
139, 147, 160, 161, 165, 166, 171

personal infinitive 111, 112, 113, 114,
122, 166

personal pronouns 47, 43, 49, 50,
160, 161, 162

plural 14, 20, 22, 23, 30, 32, 38, 39,
40, 44, 46, 51, 52,53, 55, 56, 57,

59.73,74, 75,76, 84, 85, 88, 89, 90,

92,96,97,98, 113, 165

polite requests 108, 109

possessive construction 24, 25, 46,
160

possessive pronouns 46, 47,72

possessive/person 19, 20, 21, 22,23,
30, 31, 32, 37, 38, 39, 40, 42, 48,
161

possibility/permission 139

postpositions 41, 42, 49

present 68, 69, 73, 90, 106, 107

present conditional definite 108

present conditional indefinite 88, 108

present definite 75, 96, 102, 104, 131

present definite verb forms 101, 102

present indefinite 73, 104, 105, 116,
128, 129, 131

present participle 114, 135, 137

present tense 77, 102, 105, 106, 107,
131, 161

preverbs 79, 110, 126, 130, 141, 143,
144, 145, 163, 167, 169, 172

preverbs in constructions 145

privative 155, 156

pronouns 43,70, 71, 72, 160, 161

proper nouns 8, 9, 10, 16, 17,70,71

question word 162, 163

questions 162, 163, 169

reciprocal pronoun 50, 72

reference 105

reflexive 139

reflexive pronouns 49, 50, 70, 72

regressive voice assimilation 11, 30,
119

relative adverbs 51, 533, 54

relative clause 52, 54

relative pronouns 51, 52, 54

separators 167, 169

sequence of tenses 107

short forms 93, 94, 95, 98, 100, 101,
134

shortening of long consonants 11

sibilant-final stems 93, 95, 96

standard Hungarian 9, 34, 90, 96,
101, 115, 116, 137

stress 15, 16
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Index of subjects

sublative 25, 26, 45, 48, 49, 80
superessive 25, 28, 29, 30, 36, 42, 45,
48,49
superlative 58, 59, 60, 61, 63
syntactic cases 25
sz, § assimilation 11
sz/d and sz/z stems 127, 130, 153
sz/d stems 130
sz/d/v and sz/z/v stems 114, 130
sz/d/v stems 130
sz/z stems 22, 74,76, 93, 95, 130
sz/z/v stems 130
t-class of -ad/-ed-final verbs 79
temporal 25, 26, 27, 45, 48, 49
tense/mood 68, 69, 73, 78, 86, 92,
106, 165
terminative 25, 26, 33, 35, 36, 45, 48
t-final verbs 74, 82, 83, 88, 96, 97,
98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 112
topic 168translative 24, 25, 29, 45,
48, 51
universal pronouns 55, 72
unrounding stems 37
unstable vowel 20, 21, 27, 28, 30, 32,
33, 34, 35,59, 119, 120, 120, 122
usage: Tenses, Conditional, Conjunc-
tive-Imperative 70, 106, 107, 108,
109, 110
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-uszik/-tiszik verbs 129
v-adding stems 35
v-adding verb stems 78, 95, 124
verb stems 68, 74, 75, 76,77, 718, 81,
82, 83, 87, 88,92, 94, 95, 96, 98,
99, 100, 102, 111, 112, 119, 138,
144
verbal suffixes 73-99, 105, 106, 138,
139, 140
v-initial suffixes 29, 32, 34, 35, 36
vowel shortening stems 32, 36, 37,
60, 65
vowel-deleting -ik stems 75, 88, 112,
117, 121
vowel-deleting stems 28, 32, 33, 34,
37,65,75,77, 83, 88, 112, 119,
120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 152
vowel-to-v stems 36
v-stems 32, 35, 60, 78
Vszik verbs 129
VTT1-class of -ad/-ed-final verbs 79,
81
wh-questions 51, 162
wishes 108
word formation 146-159
word order 168
yes-no questions 109, 163, 169
zero suffix 19, 68, 73, 116, 132

INDEX OF WORDS

abba 141, 169

ad9,11,12,25,26,73,
75, 81

afféle 44

ag 31

agdr 31, 36

agg 58

agy 31

dgy 11, 31

agyon 141

ahdny 52

ahdnyadik 52

ahogy(an) 53

ahol 53

ahonnan 53, 54

ahova 53

ahovd 53

ajak 32,33

ajté 16,37

akdrhdnyadik 54

akdrki 54

akdrmekkora 54

akarmely 54

akdrmelyik 54

akdrmennyi 54

akdrmi 54

akdrmiféle 54

akdrmilyen 54

aki 52

akkora 44

ald4l, 43, 141

alapszik 117,127, 130

alatr 41,43

alkot 83, 97 98

alkuszik 117,129, 130

alol 41,43

dlom 33

alsé 60
alszik 117,127, 129,
130, 166
alude 81, 128
aluszik 129, 130
ameddig 53
amekkora 52
amely 52
amelyik 52
amennyi 52
amerre 53
amerrél 53
amettél 53
ami 52
amiféle 52
amikor 53, 54
amilyen 52
amidta 53
andalog 123
anya 38,39
annyi 44,71
apa 15, 38, 39
dr 31
dramlik 117,123
ardanylik 117, 126
drny 31
arok 33
Gr42,141, 143
dthdramlik 126
dtok 33
az 45
azik 117
bagoly 33
bdj 31
bajusz 32, 33
banik 117
bdrhdnyadik 54

bdrki 54
bdrmekkora 54
bdrmely 54
barmelyik 54
bdrmennyi 54
bdarmi 54
barmiféle 54
bdrmilyen 54
baszakszik 130
baszik 117
bator 33

badty 12, 39

be 141,143
becsmérel 123
becsiil 123
befellegzik 126
bél 31, 36

bele 141, 143
belsé 60

beliil 42
bélyegez 123
benn 61

bent 61

biré 39, 40
birodalom 33
bizik 117
bocsar 74, 83, 112
bogdr 31,36
bokor 22, 32,33
bomlik 117,123
borjii 38

botlik 117,123
b6 60

bijik 117

bukik 117
buzog 123
bizlik 117, 126

177




Index of words

céh 10

cél 14

céloz 123

cukor 33

cseh 10

cselekszik 130

csépel 123

csepereg 123

csipked 81

csokolddzik 117

csokor 33

csd 31, 35, 36

csénd 31

csuklik 83, 117, 125,
126

csuszik 117

dardzs 31, 36

daru 31, 36

dél 31, 36

derék 14, 36, 60

dicsekszik 130

didereg 123

diszlik 126

dohdnyzik 117,123

dolog 33

doglik 117, 123

diibordg 123

diih 10

ebédel 123

efféle 44

ég 36

egér 36

egybe 141

egymds 50

ekkora 44

el 141,143, 144

elé 41,43

elég 36

eliramlik 126

ellen 42,43, 141

ellenez 123

el 141

eldl 41, 43

eldre 141

elétt 41, 42,43
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emlékszik 117, 127, 130
énekel 123

enged 81, 165

enni 8, 114

enyeleg 123

enyém 46

ennyi 44, 45,71
eper 32,33

ér 31,36

érdemel 123

erdd 37

érem 33

érez 120, 123

érik 117

erd 37

értelem 33

érzeleg 123

érzelem 33

érzik 126

esik 116, 117
eskiiszik 117, 129, 130
ész 31, 36

eszik 112, 113, 117,

131, 133, 135, 138,
139, 140

esztendd 37

ez 10, 44, 45

ezer 33

fdjdalom 33

fal 20, 25, 30, 31, 148
falu 31, 35,36
fanyalog 123

farok 33

fdryol 33

fazik 116, 117

fed 81

fedél 36

fej 29,31
fekszik 117,127, 130
fekiidr 81, 128

fel 141,143

fél 8,31, 36

félbe 141
felé 41,42, 43
feled 81

félelem 33

felgyiilemlik 126

feldl 41, 43

félre 141

felsé 60

feliil 142

fenék 36

fenn 10, 61, 142

fent 61

fénylik 117,126

férfi 14,40

férj31

Sfeslik 126

fészek 33

figyelem 33

fing 14

fingik 117

fiti 14, 38

fog (noun) 8, 20, 21, 29,
31

fog (verb) 11, 112

fog (future) 104, 107,
108, 165, 168

fogad 81

fogalom 33

fogoly 33

fogzik 117, 126

Sfolyik 79, 117

fondl 31, 36

fonott 115

forgalom 33

forog 120

forradalom 33

foszlik 123,126

f678,124, 125

fol 141, 143

fold 31

folé 41,43

Jfolouffeletr 41, 43

foliil 41, 43,141,142

fonn 142

Suldoklik 117, 123,125

fuldokol 123

Surakszik 130

fii 31, 35, 36

Index of words

fil 13, 20, 21, 28, 29,
31
fiirdik 117, 120, 120,
123
fistolog 123
St 74, 83,98, 112
gally 31
gatol 123
gazdagszik 130
godor 33
g620log 123
gyakorol 123
gyanakszik 130
gydr 31
gyarapszik 130
gydszol 123
gytk 14
gyomor 33
gyokér 36
gyoror 119, 120, 123
gyotrelem 33
gyozelem 33
gyiilekszik 127, 130
gyilik 117
ha ... (akkor) 10
habzik 117, 126
haj 31
hajlik 117, 123
hajol 123
hal 10, 16, 31
halad 79, 80, 81
haldszik 117
haldoklik 117,123
hall 8, 80, 87
hallarszik 117, 127
hamlik 117, 126
hangzik 117, 123
hdny? 51,52
hanyadik? 51, 52
hdnyadik? 51, 52
hanyatlik 117, 126
hdanykor? 51
haragszik 117, 127,
130, 153
harmad 67

harminc 64, 65

hdrom 33, 65

has 10, 11, 28, 31

haszon 33

hat 82, 88

hatalom 33

hdtra 142

havazik 117

haz 13, 26, 31, 65

haza 142

hazudik 117

héj 31

hely 30, 31

helyesel 123

helyett 42,43

helyre 142

hér 11, 36, 65

hidnyzik 117,123

hid 14, 31, 36

himez 123

hinni 114

hisz 8,112, 113, 131,
132,133, 135, 138,
139, 140

hiv 14

hizeleg 123

hizik 14, 117

hé 31, 35

hogy(an)? 53

hol? 53

hold 31

hélyagzik 123

honnan? 53

horgdszik 117

hosszii 60

hovd? 53

hozzd 49, 142

holgy 31

hompolydg 123

hordg 123

hull 80, 87, 117

hullamzik 117,123

hunyorog 123

hiisz 65

huszad 67

hiit 74, 98, 112

ide 109, 142, 143

ido 37

ifju 38, 60

igyekszik 127, 128, 130

ij14

iker 34

illik 117, 166, 167

ilyen 44

ilyet 46

imbolyog 123

in 31,36

indit 14

ingerel 123

innen 42

inni 114

inog 123

ir 14,115, 166

irdnyoz 123

irigyel 123

irodalom 34

irott 115

ismétel 123

iszik 14, 112, 114, 117,
131, 133, 138, 139,
140

izgalom 34

izlik 117, 126

izom 34

izzik 117

Jdtszik 117,127

Jjavasol 123

Jjég 36

Jjegyez 123

Jellemez 123

j6 10, 60, 62, 63

jol 61

Jjon 112,114, 131,135,
137, 140

Jjuh 10

Jjutalom 34

kandl 31

kapocs 34

karomol 123

kavarog 123
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Index of words

kazal 32
kehely 34
kéjeleg 123
kell 80, 87, 166,167,
168
kényelem 34
kenyér 37
képez 11, 123
kéreg 34
kerék 37
kereskedelem 34
keresztil 42, 142
késik 117
két 65
kérl- 125, 126
ketté 142
ketted 67
kettd 61, 62
kevés 60
kéz 31, 37
ki 142,143, 144
ki? 51
kicsi 58, 60
kicsinyel 123
kinn 8, 61
kinoz 123
kint 61
kis 58
kisebb 60
kisziiremlik 126
kiviil 42, 43
kéborol 123
koboz 123
kopik 117
korom 34
kosdr 31, 37
kotlik 117,123
kotor 123
kotordszik 117
ké 31, 35,37
kodlik 126
kolyok 34
kénny 28, 31
kénnyii 60, 167
kénydréog 123
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kényv 24, 26, 31, 70,
71,72
korom 34
koriil 142
kotekszik 130
koeel 37
kozbe 142
kdzben 42
kozé 41, 43
kozép 37
kozol 123
kozort 41, 42, 43
kdzre 142
koziil 41, 43, 63
kiiszik 117
kut 31, 37
kiilon 142
kiilsé 60
lab 31
lakik 107, 118
lassii 60, 62, 63
lar 12,70, 74,76, 96,
97,98, 112, 140
latszik 118, 127
le 142, 143
1é 37
legkisebb 60
légy 37
lélegzik 118, 120, 121,
123
lélek 37
lenn 61
leimni 114
lent 61
lépked 81
lesz 8,105,112, 113,
131, 132, 133, 135,
136
letelepszik 130
levél 31, 37
1631, 35,37
16t(-fut) 74, 96, 112
1678, 112, 114, 124,
125
Iid 31, 37

lyuk 31

maddr 31, 37
maga 47, 49, 50, 70
magaslik 126
mdj 31

malom 34

marok 34

mdszik 118
meddig? 53
meder 34

meg 142, 144
megalkuszik 130
megbetegszik 131
megcsomorlik 126
megelégszik 131
megfeneklik 123
meghalad 81
meghasonlik 123,126
megjegyez 123
megtorol 123
megy 9, 106, 107, 109,

112, 114, 131, 135,
137, 139, 140

méh 10

mekkora? 51, 52
melegszik 131
mell 31

mellé 41, 43,142
mellett 41, 42,43
melldl 41, 43
melyik? 51,52
menni 162, 165
mennyi ideig? 53
mennyi? 51,52
méreg 34

merészel 123
merre? 53
merrél? 53
mérsékel 123
mész 11, 31, 37
mészdrol 124
mettdl? 53
méz 11, 31
mezd 37
mi? 51

Index of words

miatt 42,43
mienk 47
miénk 47
miféle? 51,52
mikor? 53
milyen? 51, 52
mindegyik 55
minden 55,71
mindenféle 55
mindenki 55
midta? 53
mocsar 31, 37
morajlik 118,126
mosakszik 127, 128,131
mosdik 118
mosolyog 124
mozog 124
mdgé 41,43
mdogott 41
mogul 41,43
mulik 117
mitlva 42
mii 31, 35
miit 74,98, 112
nagy 8,12
nagyon 61
ne 110, 164
nehéz 37, 167
neki 48, 142
nélkiil 42,43
nem 8, 10, 110, 163
név 37
nincs 170, 171
nd 78, 124, 125
novekszik 127, 130, 130
nyak 31
nyalakszik 131
nyar 8,31, 37
nyavalyog 124
nyél 31,37
nyil 14,31, 37
nyilik 14, 117
nyit 14
nyolc 26, 65
nyolcad 67

nyugszik 118, 131
nyil 31, 37
nyulik 118

nyii 35,78, 125
nyiizsdg 124
dcsdrol 124
oda 142, 143
olah 10

oldal 31

olom 34

olyan 62

olyat 46

omlik 118, 124
orvosol 124
oszlik 118, 124
ota 42

obdl 34

des 39

Ogyeleg 124
okol 28,33, 34
okor 28,32, 33, 34
0130,31

omlik 118,124
on 47

oregszik 131
oriz 119, 124
orol 124
orvénylik 126
ossze 142
dsztondz 124
otlik 124

v 31

ové 47

ovék 47
ozonlik 118
panaszol 124
pardzs 31, 37
pardzslik 118, 126
pdrolog 124
pdrzik 118
patakzik 118, 126
pattogzik 124
pazarol 124
pecsétel 124
peder 124

pehely 34
perel 124
pezseg 124
piszok 34
pohdr 31,37
pokol 34
porlik 126, 147
potol 124
podor 124
porog 124
rd 142, 143
rabol 120, 124
ragad 79, 80, 81
rajta 48, 142
rejlik 117, 126
rémlik 126
repked 81
réz 31,37
rezeg 124
ré 78, 124, 125
robajlik 126
rohangdszik 118
romlik 118, 124
rogténdz 124
rid 31, 37
riith 10
sajog 124
sar 31,37
sarok 34
sdtor 34
sebez 124
sejlik 126
selyem 34
semekkora 55
semelyik 55
semni 55,71
semmiféle 55
semmilyen 55
senki 55,71
senyved 81
seperr 119, 124
siklik 117, 126
sinyl- 125, 126
sir 14,79
sistereg 124
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