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Completed six years after Dostoyevsky’s own term as a convict, 
The House of the Dead is a semi-autobiographical account 
of life in a Siberian prison camp, and the physical and mental 
effects it has on those who are sentenced to inhabit it. Alexandr 
Petrovitch Goryanchikov, a gentleman of the noble class, has 
been condemned to ten years of hard labour for murdering his 
wife. He is little prepared for the cruel conditions and punishing 
temperatures, and struggles to integrate with the other prisoners, 
who claw for their sanity. Fettered, hungry and isolated, Alexandr 
Petrovitch must find faith and hope if he is to make his way out 
alive, and resurrect himself from the ‘dead house’.
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2  Chapter 1: The House of the Dead 12:16

3  The divisions were distinguished from one another… 11:54

4  I am particularly unable to forget one parricide.  12:51
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17  Chapter 5: The First Month (1) 8:51
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40  Before we started, Petrov told me naïvely that I… 12:48
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47  How he came to be a soldier I don’t know… 9:31

48  That was just what Zherebyatnikov wanted… 11:46
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58  The story of the inspector was true.  9:37
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